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WARNING SIGNS

Many people with dengue can be cared for at home with
adequate rest and hydration. But, if you experience any
warning signs, go immediately to the nearest medical center.

Watch out for dengue warning signs!
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If you have any of these symptoms,
go to the nearest medical center IMMEDIATELY
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Hostilities between India, Pak
ended on Islamabad’s request:
PM Modi tells Trump

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUN 18 (KNO)

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri on Wednesday said
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has made it clear
to United States President
Donald Trump that India
will "never accept" media-
tion on any issue.

The Foreign Secretary
said that PM Modi in a
35-minute telephone call
to the United States Presi-
dent stated that India will
"never accept" mediation
and that the discussions
between Indian and Paki-
stani militaries on cessa-
tion of military actions
last month were initiated
at Islamabad's request.

PM Modi also said that
India no longer views "ter-
rorism as a proxy war, but
as a war itself", and that
India's Operation Sindoor
is still ongoing.

Pertinently, the cessa-
tion of hostilities between
India and Pakistan was
first announced by Presi-
dent Trump on May 10.
Since then, the US presi-
dent has been claim-
ing that he brokered the
ceasefire deal by threaten-
ing to stop trade with both
countries if they do not
agree to stop the conflict.

Prime Minister Modi

declined a request by the
US president to stop over
in the US on his way back
from Canada, citing "prior
commitments".

The May 7-10 military
clashes between India
and Pakistan figured
prominently during the
phone conversation that
took place as the two lead-
ers could not meet on the
sidelines of the G7 summit
following the American
president's early depar-
ture.

"Prime Minister Modi
clearly conveyed to Presi-
dent Trump that at no
point during this entire
sequence of events was

there any discussion, at
any level, on an India-US
trade deal, or any pro-
posal for a mediation by
the US between India and
Pakistan," the Foreign Sec-
retary said.

"The discussion to cease
military action took place
directly between India
and Pakistan through the
existing channels of com-
munication between the
two armed forces, and it
was initiated at Pakistan's
request,” he said, sharing
key points of the PM Modi-
Trump conversation.

PM Modi told President
Trump in clear terms that
after the April 22 Pahal-
gam terror attack, India

had conveyed its deter-
mination to take action
against terrorism to the
whole world.

PM Modi told Trump
that India had only target-
ed the terrorist camps and
hideouts in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir, adding India’s actions
were very measured, pre-
cise, and non-escalatory.

"India had also made
it clear that any act of
aggression from Pakistan
would be met with a stron-
ger response," the foreign
secretary said.

"On the night of May 9,
Vice President (JD) Vance
had made a phone

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

In 11 yrs, face of governance witnessed
massive change under PM Modi’s
leadership: Dr Jitendra Singh

JINEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUN 18 (KNO)

Union Minister of State
for Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) Dr Jitendra Singh
on Wednesday announced
that the Central govern-
ment employees who are
covered under the “Uni-
fied Pension Scheme” will
now be eligible for retire-
ment and death gratuity
benefits.

Addressing a news con-
ference here Dr Singh,
according to the news
agency outlined the trans-
formational journey of
the Ministry of Personnel,

Public Grievances and
Pensions over the past 11
years, highlighting a series
of reforms aimed at simpli-
fying governance, empow-
ering citizens, and human-
izing administration.

The Minister also made

the important announce-
ment that Central govern-
ment employees covered
under the Unified Pen-
sion Scheme will now be
eligible for retirement and
death gratuity benefits, as
per the provisions of the

Central Civil Service (Pay-
ment of Gratuity under
National Pension System)
Rules, 2021.

Responding to this
long-pending demand by
a large section of govern-
ment employees, Union
Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh
said, the move addresses a
significant demand of gov-
ernment staff and brings
parity in retirement ben-
efits.

He said, the new provi-
sion reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to
ensure social security for
all categories of
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Committed to fulfill PM Modi’s vision
of disaster resilient India: MHA

JINEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUN 18 (KNO)

The Ministry of Home
Affairs on Wednesday
said that it’s committed
to fulfil Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
of disaster resilient India.

A PIB statement issued
to the news agency said,
“Under the leadership of
PM Modi, Government of
India is standing shoul-
der to shoulder with
the state governments
during natural calamities
and disasters.”

It said, “To fulfill Prime

Minister Modi’s vision of
disaster resilient India,
Ministry of Home Affairs
under the guidance of
Home Minister Amit Shah
has taken several initia-
tives to ensure effective
management of disasters
in the country. A number
of steps have been taken
to prevent any extensive
loss to life and prop-
erty during disasters by
strengthening disaster
risk reduction system in
India”

The statement said,
“The Central Govern-
ment has approved a

number of mitigation
projects with overall
financial outlay of Rs
7253.51 crore, for mitigat-
ing the risks of a number
of hazards in the areas
of Urban Floods (Rs.
3075.65 crore), Land-
slides (Rs.1000 crore),
GLOF (Rs. 150 crore),
Forest Fire (Rs. 818.92
crore), Lightening (Rs.
186.78 crore) and Drought
(Rs. 2022.16 crore).”
“This additional assis-
tance is over and above
the funds released by the
Centre to the States in the
State Disaster Response

Fund (SDRF), already
placed at the disposal
of the States. During
the financial year 2024-
25, the Central Govern-
ment has released Rs.
20,264.40 crore to 28
States under SDRF and
Rs. 5,160.76 crore under
NDREF to 19 States,” it said,
adding, “Additionally, Rs.
4984.25 crore from the
State Disaster Mitigation
Fund (SDMF) to 19 States
and Rs. 719.72 crore from
National Disaster Mitiga-
tion Fund (NDMF) to
08 States has also been
released.”. KNO

CM chairs high-level meeting to
finalize Muharram arrangements

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUN 18 (KNO)

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah Wednesday
chaired a high-level
meeting at the Civil Sec-
retariat to review and
finalize arrangements
for the upcoming holy
month of Muharram.
The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Chief Minister Surind-
er Kumar Choudhary;
Ministers Sakeena Itoo,
Javed Ahmed Rana,
Javed Ahmad Dar, and
Satish Sharma; Advisor
to the Chief Minister
Nasir Aslam Wani; Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo;
Additional Chief Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister
Dheeraj Gupta; admin-
istrative secretaries;
the Inspector General
of Police Kashmir; Divi-
sional Commissioner
Kashmir; Deputy Com-
missioners of Srinagar,
Budgam, Baramulla and
Jammu; Members of the
Legislative Assembly;
senior officers from line
departments; prominent
heads of Shia and reli-
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GCC delegatlon calls on CM Omar

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

A delegation from the
Group of Concerned Citi-
zens (GCC), J&K, today
called on the Chief Min-
ister and highlighted
several issues of public
importance.

Led by Khurshid
Ahmad Ganai, retired
IAS officer, the delegation
raised concerns regarding
the need to improve dis-
trict healthcare, reduce
unnecessary referrals to
tertiary hospitals, and
strengthen cancer care
facilities.

The delegation also
emphasized the impor-
tance of increased invest-
ment in the agriculture
sector, promotion of ver-
tical farming and innova-
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tion, and strict control
over the conversion of
agricultural land for non-
agricultural purposes.

In the education
sector, the GCC called for
enhanced focus on teach-
er training, introduction
of STEM and Al-related
courses, and the promo-
tion of Urdu teaching in
relevant regions.

Issues related to
strengthening startups,

;hl’ ‘4‘..‘,:

expanding vocational
training, encouraging
MSME-based employ-
ment, and addressing
traffic bottlenecks on Sri-
nagar city roads were also
flagged during the meet-
ing.

The Chief Minister gave
a patient hearing to the
delegation and assured
that all genuine concerns
would be addressed on
priority.

gious organizations; and
other concerned officials.

Officers from outside
stations attended the
meeting through video
conference.

In his address, the
Chief Minister reiterated
the government’s unwav-
ering commitment to
ensure that all arrange-
ments for Muharram are

made with utmost effi-
ciency and care.

“We will leave no stone
unturned in our efforts,
and there should be
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Kashmir braces for heatwave
again as temperature surges

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUN 18 (KNO)

The scorching heat has
once again hit Jammu and
Kashmir, especially in the
valley, where the mercury
continued to rise for the
second straight day on
Wednesday.

According to details
obtained by the news
agency, J&K witnessed 26
per cent deficit rainfall
during the ongoing month
till Wednesday as against
the normal precipitation
of 39.7 mm, the region
has recorded a rainfall of
just 29.5 mm in the last 18
days.

The large deficit of rain-

fall has been recorded in
Samba at 72 per cent and
in Kathua at 62 per cent
during the period. The
majority of the stations
across the region, includ-
ing Srinagar, Budgam,
Baramulla, Bandipora,
Ganderbal, Kishtwar,
Kulgam, Poonch, Reasi,
Shopian and Udhampur
have recorded deficit rain-
fall.

According to the data
prepared by the local
Meteorological (MeT)
department, Rajouri was
the only station where
large excess rainfall was
recorded during the
period.

Five stations, including

Anantnag, Doda, Jammu,
Kupwara and Ramban,
have recorded normal
precipitation this month
so far.

Meanwhile, an Inde-
pendent Weather Fore-
caster, Faizan Arif Keng
said there is a possibility
of an intense heatwave
for the next three days.
“The temperature in Sri-
nagar may go up above 35
degrees Celsius," he said.

Srinagar, the summer
capital of Jammu and
Kashmir, on Wednesday
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 32.5 degrees
Celsius.

Qazigund, a
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CS scrutinizes strategy for effective
implementation of Mission YUVA

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today chaired a
comprehensive meeting
to assess the implementa-
tion of Mission YUVA, a
flagship initiative aimed

at fostering entrepreneur-
ship and employment in
Jammu & Kashmir.

The meeting, attended
by senior government
officials, Vice-Chancellors
and representatives from
leading financial institu-
tions like IIT Jammu, IIM

Jammu, NABARD and J&K
Bank, focused on acceler-
ating the mission's ambi-
tious goals while Deputy
Commissioners partici-
pated virtually.

The Chief Secretary
expressed

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Gol launches ‘Operation
Sindhu’ to evacuate Indian
nationals from Iran

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUN 18 (KNO)

In the ongoing war
between Iran and Israel,
the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) of Govern-
ment of India Wednes-
day launched ‘Operation
Sindhu’ to evacuate the
stranded Indian nationals.

In an official statement,
the Gol according to the
news agency said, “In
view of the deteriorating
situation as a result of the
ongoing conflict between
Iran and Israel, the Gov-
ernment of India has been
taking various steps over
the last several days for

the safety and security of
Indian nationals in Iran.”

2”As a first step, the
Indian Embassy has evac-
uated 110 Indian students
from northern Iran, assist-
ing them in safely crossing
over into Armenia on 17th
June 2025. The students
have travelled by road
to the Armenian capital,
Yerevan, under the super-
vision of our Missions in
Iran and Armenia,” it
reads.

It also said that these
students departed Yere-
van on a special flight
on June-18-2025 and will
arrive in New Delhi

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4
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IMCSD Interns interact with Joint Director Information, Jammu

/

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

As part of the ongoing
Summer Media Intern-
ship Programme 2025-26,
a group of student interns
from the Institute of Mass
Communication and Skill
Development (IMCSD)
today visited the Direc-
torate of Information and
Public Relations (DIPR),
J&K Government, at Bahu
Plaza, Jammu.

The interns, compris-
ing students from Govern-
ment MAM College and
Government College for
Women (GCW), Bhagwati
Nagar, engaged in a mean-
ingful interaction with the
Joint Director Information
Jammu, Deepak Dubey.

The session aimed at
familiarizing the aspir-
ing media professionals
with the functioning of
DIPR and its crucial role
in disseminating govern-

responsible manner.

The interns were accom-
panied by the senior jour-
nalist and IMCSD execu-
tive member Vicky Verma,
who coordinated the visit
as part of the institute’s
hands-on field exposure
programme.

During the interaction,
the Joint Director offered
valuable insights into the
operational structure of
the department, highlight-
ing its multifaceted respon-
sibilities including public
outreach, media coordi-

publicity campaigns and
publication of official con-
tent.

The students were
also briefed on how the
department uses various
platforms including print,
electronic and digital to
ensure that accurate and
verified information reach-
es the masses.

A significant part of the
discussion was dedicated
to the emerging challenge
of fake news and misinfor-
mation in the digital age.

The Joint Director

ethical journalism and the
critical role that govern-
ment agencies, journal-
ists and media students
must play in countering
the spread of misleading
content. He encouraged
the interns to develop a
habit of verifying sources
while upholding journalis-
tic integrity in their future
careers.

The interns expressed
keen interest in under-
standing how government-
public communication
is managed and asked

crisis communication and
the use of social media for
public information.

The interactive nature
of the session ensured an
enriching learning expe-
rience for the budding
media professionals.

Vicky Verma expressed
gratitude to the Joint
Director for providing the
interns with an insightful
exposure to the depart-
ment’s operations. He
said such interactions are
crucial in bridging the gap
between academic learn-

Ist DLIC meeting under Mission
YUVA held at Shopian

JINEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, JUNE 18

The inaugural meeting of
the District Level Imple-
mentation Committee
(DLIC) under Mission
YUVA was held today in
Shopian under the chair-
manship of District Devel-
opment Commissioner
(DDC) Shopian, Shishir
Gupta.

The meeting aimed to
review and approve appli-
cations received under the
Mission YUVA initiative,
designed to foster youth
entrepreneurship and self-
employment.

A total of 56 appli-
cations verified by the
SBDU, were presented for
consideration. Following
a comprehensive evalua-
tion based on eligibility,
business viability and the

cations were approved
for financial assistance
and handholding support
under the Mission YUVA
framework.

Addressing the com-
mittee, DDC emphasized
the vital role of self-
employment in empower-
ing youth, instructing all
departments to ensure
timely fund disburse-
ment, robust monitoring
and dedicated mentoring
to guarantee the sustain-
ability of the supported
ventures.

During the meeting,
Gupta underscored the
importance of expanding
outreach activities, orga-
nizing awareness camps
and conducting mobile
registration drives to
ensure the benefits of Mis-
sion YUVA reach every eli-
gible youth in the district.

ment to promote innova-
tion, self-reliance and
employment generation,”
he stated, reaffirming the
administration’s commit-
ment to continuous sup-
port and monitoring.

The meeting conclud-
ed with a united resolve
among members to turn
Mission YUVA into a model
of success and a key pillar
of district development,
advancing youth-led entre-
preneurship and sustain-
able livelihoods across
Shopian.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADDC, Dr. Nasir
Ahmed Lone, General
Manager DIC, AD Employ-
ment, Lead District Man-
ager, DDM NABARD,
Advance Manager Cluster
office JKB, District Officer
JKEDI, Advance Manager,
DDM NABARD, Employ-

ment information to the nation, press release dis- emphasized the impor- thoughtful questions ing and real-world media applicant's socio-econom- “Mission YUVA is not ment & Counselling officer
publicin a transparentand semination, government tance of fact-checking, related to media strategy, practices. ic background, all appli- justascheme, itisamove- DECC Shopian.
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Massive plantation drive held near SDRF J&K hosts interactive session o ﬂ:m‘:’;g
BSF camp Paloura to promote Clean  With civil society members Habibullah
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Jammu Municipal Corpo-
ration (JMC) in collabora-
tion with the Urban Forest
Division Jammu carried
out a major plantation
drive under the “Clean
Jammu, Green Jammu”
campaign near BSF camp
Paloura, today. The ini-
tiative aimed to promote
environmental conserva-
tion and foster a culture
of green responsibility
among citizens.

JMC Commissioner, Dr.
Devansh Yadav led the
drive by planting Gulmo-
har saplings at a vacant site
along the canal bank. The
plantation drive witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from local residents, clean-
liness champions, senior

citizens, former council-
lors and dedicated volun-
teers of Jammu city, who
adopted saplings and took
a pledge to care for them.
Emphasizing the mission's
ambitious target of plant-
ing 60,000 saplings before
August 15, Dr. Yadav called
upon people from all
walks of life to actively
participate and contribute
towards making Jammu

a cleaner and greener
city. He also announced
that each sapling will be
tagged with a QR code,
providing detailed infor-
mation about the plant
species and the adopter
responsible for its care.
Highlighting the impor-
tance of post-plantation
care, especially during
the summer season, the
Commissioner stressed

lings is crucial. "These
trees will not only
enhance the beauty
of Jammu city but also
play a significant role in
maintaining a healthy
and pollution-free
environment," he said.
Among others, Joint
Commissioner (R&E),
JMC, Subah Mehta, Sec-
retary JMC Chand Singh,
Divisional Forest Officer,
Jammu Ashwani Kumar
Mittal, Superintendent
Engineer, Urban, PHE
Sunil Gandotra, Assistant
Floriculture Officer (JMC)
Rabia Khan, IEC Incharge
Dr. Divya Sharma, besides
former Councillors Mohin-
der Kumar and Ashok
Singh Manhas and locals
participated in the drive.

civil society members was
organized today at SDRF
2nd Bn. Jammu under the
guidance of Commandant
General HG/CD & SDRF
J&K (ADGP) Alok Kumar.

At the outset, the senior
dignitaries, retired Police
officers and prominent
civil society members
were welcomed by DIG,
HG/CD & SDRF Jammu
Mohammad Arshad.

The DIG, HG/CD &
SDRF Jammu gave a pre-
sentation, briefing the
guests about steps taken
to strengthen the Civil
Defence set up, with
a focus on recognizing
the community as an
important stakeholder,
encouraging its involve-
ment and reinforcing the

bond between the District
authorities and the civil
society for a more effec-
tive role in dealing with
any disaster like situations.

The dignitaries extend-
ed full support for strength-
ening Civil Defence and
gave valuable suggestions
which were incorporated
for implementation.

Retd DGP J&K A. K Bhan
also spoke on the occasion
and highlighted the need
to create mass awareness
about the importance of
readiness during any war
like situation.

At the end, Comman-

dant SDRF 2nd Bn. Jammu
Zahid Naseem Manhas
presented the vote of
thanks to all dignitaries
and guests.

The key dignitaries
present in the interaction
were Retd Chief Justice of
J&K & Ladakh High Court
Justice Tashi Rabastan;
Retd. Chief Secretary J&K
B.R Sharma; Retd DGP J&K
S.P Vaid and Mrs Bharti
Vaid; Retd DGP A. K. Bhan;
Retd. Member J&K PSC K.
B. Jandial; Retd. Dy AG J&K
Rameshwar Singh Jamwal,
besides the officers of the
organization.

SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Urs e Mubarak of Hazrat
Khawaja Habibullah
Nowshehri (R.A) was
celebrated with religious
fervour and gaiety at his
shrine located in Now-
shehra area of Srinagar
city.

Today on the occasion
of Mehfil-e-Sama, a cul-
tural troupe of Cultural
Unit Kashmir of Depart-
ment of Information and
Public Relations (DIPR)
presented his Kalam
(writing) and mesmer-
ized the audience by its
rendition.

Enthralling the audi-
ence, the cultural troupe
received a great applause
from the audience.

Sakeena Itoo, Satish Sharma visit Imam Baras at Zadibal,
Hassanabad to oversee the Muharram arrangements

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social
Welfare and Education,
Sakeena Itoo alongwith
Minister for Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Affairs, Information Tech-
nology and Transport,
Satish Sharma today visit-
ed Imam Bara Zadibal and
Imam Bara Hassanabad
here to review the pre-
paredness and arrange-
ments being made for the
observance of forthcoming
Holy Month of Muharram-
ul-Haram.

During the visit to Imam
Bara at Zadibal, the Minis-
ters interacted with local
representatives, commu-
nity leaders and members
of the Shia community.

MLA Zadibal, Tanvir
Ali Sadiq; MLA Hazrat-
bal, Salman Ali Sagar;
Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, Commissioner
SMC, Director Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Affairs Kashmir, Director
Health Services Kashmir,
Chief Engineer KPDCL,
senior officers of other
allied departments like
PHE, Irrigation and Flood
Control, PWD and other
departments were present
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Sakeena

said that Muharram holds

deep spiritual and cultural
significance for the Muslim
community and it is our
collective responsibility to
provide an environment of
dignity, safety and comfort
to the mourners.

She directed the officers
to deploy adequate man-
power of health depart-
ment along the routes of
Muharram processions for
the facilitation of mourn-
ers. She asked the Director
Health to deploy sufficient
number of Ambulances as
well as blood storage units
during the days of proces-
sion.

The Minister also direct-
ed the Deputy Commis-
sioner Srinagar to establish
Control Room at district
level for better coordina-
tion of allied departments.

Minister Sakeena also

stressed on the importance
of uninterrupted power
and water supply, sanita-
tion measures and proper
traffic regulation during
the mourning period. She
emphasized on the need
for seamless coordination
between various depart-
ments to ensure peaceful
and respectful conduct of
all Muharram processions

and gatherings.
The Minister also
directed the SMC Commis-

sioner to take immediate
measures for cleanliness
and desilting of drains in
Zadibal, Alamgari Bazar,
Madain Sahib Hawal and
other routes leading to
Imambaras and through
which Muharram pro-
cessions will pass so that
people do not face any dif-
ficulty.

During the visit, Min-

ister Satish Sharma also
interacted with local rep-
resentatives. He assured
them that sufficient stock
of essential supplies will
be kept available during
this holy month.

Minister Sakeena Itoo
on the occasion also paid
obeisance at the shrine of
Mir Shams-ud-din Muham-
mad Araqi (RA)

Later, the Ministers also
visited Imam Bara Has-
sanabad and took stock of
Muharram arrangements.

During the visit, the
Ministers held detailed
interaction with the local
Shia leaders and public
representatives to have
first-hand feedback of the
arrangements to be put
in place during the Holy
Month of Muharram-ul-
Haram.

On the occasion Min-

ister Sakeena passed on
several onspot directions
to the line Departments
and stressed on elaborate
arrangements and sus-
tained efforts facilitating
the observance of impor-
tant proceedings espe-
cially on 9th and 10th of
Muharram. She assured
the public that all genuine
issues will be redressed
promptly for smooth
observance of holy month.

Later, the Ministers
undertook a comprehen-
sive tour of Mir Behri Dal,
the interiors of densely
populated Shia areas.

On the occasion, the
Ministers held a public
interaction and met scores
of people of the Shia com-
munity and assured them
that adequate arrange-
ments shall be made avail-
able on the eve of the

month of Muharram ul
Haram.

Spaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Sakeena said
that this Government is
chosen by the public and is
for the public, adding that
all genuine issues will be
redressed in consultation
with respective depart-
ments. She further said
that sufficient staff will be
posted in schools in this
area within days.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister Satish
Sharma said that ade-
quate ration supplies will
be maintained during the
holy month in this area.
He also said that sufficient
solar lights will also be set
up across several areas of
Mir Behri Dal.

62 students of SPMR College
complete internship at JKEDI

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

The first batch of 62 stu-
dents of Government
SPMR College of Com-
merce, Jammu success-
fully completed their
summer internship at the
Jammu and Kashmir Entre-
preneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI).

The students pursu-
ing Bachelors in Business
Management (BBA) from
the Government Sri Pratap
Memorial Rajput College of
Commerce (SPMR), Jammu
underwent a 10-day (60-
hour) internship, which
commenced on June 4,
2025, at Bari Brahmana
campus of the institute.
As per National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 guide-
lines, the internship pro-
gram aimed at developing
the entrepreneurial and
research acumen among
students, research apti-
tude and teamwork skills.

During the program, the
students were introduced
to the role and functioning
of the JKEDI. They gained
exposure to the program

verticals of the institute, all
aimed at promoting entre-
preneurship as a viable
career choice in the UT of
Jammu & Kashmir.

At the valediction cer-
emony, the Secretary
Industries and Commerce
Department, Khalid Jah-
angir who also holds the
charge of Director JKEDI,
addressed the students. He
encouraged the interns to
adopt an innovative mind-
set in embracing entrepre-
neurship, expressing hope
that many would become
future entrepreneurs and
startup founders. He also
invited the students to
participate in an upcom-
ing Idea Generation Com-
petition being organized
by the institute under J&K
Startup Policy 2024-27.
On the occasion, intern-
ship certificates were also
handed over to the interns
upon successful comple-
tion of the program.

The internship program
was conducted by a team
of expert faculty of the
JKEDI who under the over-
all supervision of Director
JKEDI.
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DDC Pulwama chairs DLRC meeting

for 4th Quarter of FY 2024-25

JINEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, JUNE 18

To assess the performance
of banks and line depart-
ments across various
financial and developmen-
tal parameters, District
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom, today
chaired the District Level
Review Committee (DLRC)
meeting for the fourth
quarter of the financial
year 2024-25 at the circuit
house Pulwama.

At the outset, Lead Dis-
trict Manager (LDM), Pul-
wama presented a detailed
PowerPoint presentation,
highlighting the district's
banking performance. The
chair was apprised that
Pulwama has recorded a
year-on-year growth of
8.04% in deposits, while
Advances and CD ratio
grew by 8.10% and 0.05%
respectively. The district's
CD ratio at the end of
the 4th quarter stands at

108.50%, rankmg among
the highest in the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kash-
Imir.

During the review, Dr.
Qayoom examined the
sector-wise performance
of banks against allocated
targets and directed all
concerned banking insti-
tutions to identify existing
gaps across sectors and
prepare a comprehensive
strategy to address them
during the current finan-
cial year.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of financial inclu-
sion, DDC instructed the
officers of line depart-
ments and banking institu-
tions to ensure saturation
of all Government Spon-
sored Schemes, with a
particular focus on extend-
ing benefits to the margin-
alised and underprivileged
sections of society.

He further directed
all the stakeholders to
improve priority sector
lending in different Gov-

ernment sponsored
schemes so that unem-
ployed youth can attain
self-sufficiency through
various self-employed
schemes of central and UT
Govt.

DDC also called upon
banks to actively leverage
the ongoing Dharti Aaba
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh

Abhiyan, to foster social
inclusion and ensure the
effective implementation
of government schemes in
tribal areas.

The progress under
Smart Card distribution
under Kisan Credit Card
(KCC) scheme was also
reviewed. DDC instructed
the banking institutions to

expedite the distribution
of smart cards and achieve
full saturation on priority.

“All departments and
banks must work in close
coordination to ensure that
government schemes reach
every eligible individual,
with particular focus on
achieving full saturation
among marginalised, tribal,
and other underprivileged
communities, while also
prioritising the economic
empowerment of youth
through access to financial
and employment opportu-
nities,” directed the DDC.

The meeting was attend-
ed by representatives from
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Lead District Man-
ager (J&K Bank), NABARD,
Chief Planning officer, Pul-
wama; General Manager,
DIC Pulwama; and other
District officers from vari-
ous line departments and
District coordinators of
various banks forming part
of the committee frame-
work.

Empowering Tribal at Grassroots
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan enters 4th Day

JINEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JUNE 18

The 15-day-long IEC cam-
paign under the Dharti Aaba
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh
Abhiyan activities contin-
ued on the fourth consecu-
tive day in District Kishtwar.

Today an awareness
camp was held at Panchay-
at Chicha, Block Nagseni,
to impart awareness and
ensure saturation of Cen-
trally Sponsored Schemes
among the tribal commu-
nity.

The event saw active par-
ticipation from the tribal
community, reflecting their
interest in availing govern-
ment services delivered at
their doorstep.

The local BDO Abh-
ilash Sharma delivered an
insightful address, high-
lighting various government
welfare schemes tailored for
the uplift of the tribal com-
munities.

Highlights of the camp
also included informative
stalls set up by the govern-
ment departments, includ-

ing Agriculture, Health,
ICDS, Social Welfare, Rev-
enue, Sheep Husbandry,
Horticulture, Fisheries and
others, showcasing and pro-
viding on-the-spot benefits
of flagship schemes, espe-
cially for tribal.

Other activities included
awareness about DAJGUA,
distribution of IEC pam-
phlets, issuance of PMJAY
and Ayushman Cards as well
as the on-the-spot distribu-
tion of caste certificates,
domicile certificates and
more.

Dharti Aaba Janbhagidari
Abhiyan Awareness Camp held
at Panchayat Bhlngara Ukhral

JINEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, JUNE 18

On the fourth day of the
ongoing Dharti Aaba Jan-
bhagidari Abhiyan, the
District Administration
Ramban organized an
awareness camp at Pan-
chayat Bhingara, Block
Ukhral to empower tribal
communities by facilitating
access to the government
schemes and services.

The camp was attended
by Tehsildar Nasir Javed,
BDO Shahid Saleem and
representatives from sev-
eral departments. Assis-
tant Director FCS&CA, Nia-
matullah Sheikh, acted as
the Key Resource Person,
sensitizing the tribal
population about welfare
schemes.

The local Scheduled

Tribe (ST) community
participated actively. Gov-
ernment officials briefed
attendees on schemes
related to livelihood, skill
development, education,
food security, social wel-
fare and self-employment.

Numerous grievances
were resolved on the spot,
while others were docu-
mented for follow-up. Offi-
cials emphasized the need
to ensure that no eligible
ST household is left out of

government benefits.

As part of the campaign,
the awareness camps are
being conducted across
11 identified ST villages of
Ramban district till June
30, 2025, promoting inclu-
sive development and par-
ticipatory governance.

Locals appreciated the
administration's outreach
and expressed hope for
continued engagement
and support.

DAJGUA: DC Udhampur pitches
for mission mode completion of
JJM schemes in tribal v1llages
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JINEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JUNE 18

Deputy Commissioner
Saloni Rai today directed
for prioritizing the com-
pletion of Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion projects in tribal vil-
lages in consonance with
the Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan
(DAJGUA).

The DC was chairing
a meeting with JJM func-
tionaries and contractors
to review the progress and
address the challenges
faced in the execution of
water supply schemes in

DC, SSP Doda flag off Shri
Chound Mata Charri Yatra
from Kastigarh to Galadhar

JINEWS SERVICE
DODA, JUNE 18

Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Harvinder Singh and
SSP Sandeep Kumar Mehta
today flagged off the Shri
Chound Mata Charri Yatra
from Kastigarh to Galad-
har, marking the begin-
ning of the sacred pilgrim-
age with religious fervor
and devotion.

Alarge number of devo-
tees gathered at Kastigarh
to participate in the yatra,
which holds immense
spiritual and cultural sig-
nificance in the region.
The event witnessed
enthusiastic participa-
tion from members of the
Shri Chound Mata Mandir
Committee, local residents
and officials from the dis-
trict administration.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner extended his heart-
felt wishes to the pilgrims
and highlighted the yatra’s
role in strengthening the
cultural fabric and com-
munal harmony of the
region. He emphasized the
importance of maintain-
ing discipline, cleanliness
and cooperation through-
out the pilgrimage.

The District Administra-
tion Doda has made com-
prehensive arrangements
to ensure the smooth and

safe conduct of the yatra.

The Shri Chound Mata
Charri Yatra is a revered
annual event that attracts
thousands of devotees
from Doda and neighbor-
ing areas. As the proces-
sion makes its way towards
Galadhar, the atmosphere
reverberates with devo-
tional chants, traditional
rituals and a strong sense
of spiritual unity.

Later, the Deputy Com-
missioner took stock of
ongoing developmental
works and assessed field-
level implementation of
key government schemes
in the mountainous Tehsil.

The Deputy Commis-

sioner conducted on-site
inspections of the road
construction projects,
water supply schemes and
public utility initiatives.
He emphasized the need
for time-bound comple-
tion of all works while
maintaining quality stan-
dards and transparency.

He interacted with local
residents and PRI repre-
sentatives to understand
grassroots-level issues.
He assured time bound
redress of public concerns
and equitable develop-
ment across all areas of
the district, especially
remote and hilly regions
like Kastigarh.

MVD Rajouri seizes 6 vehicles, e
challans 16 others for breaching rules

JINEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, JUNE 18

Assistant Regional Trans-
port Officer (ARTO) Rajouri
today conducted an exten-
sive road checking drive in
Kalakote town of the dis-
trict.

The drive was carried
out on the directions of
Transport Commissioner,
Vishesh Paul Mahajan and
Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, Abhishek Sharma.
As many as 90 vehicles
were checked, of which 16
were e-challaned for viola-
tion of rules. The expect-
ed penalty amount from
these e-challaned vehicles
stands at approximately Rs
36,000 (Thirty-six thousand
rupees).

In addition, six Tata

Magic vehicles were seized
for operating without valid
permits, highlighting the
administration's zero tol-
erance towards permitless
commercial operations.
The ARTO Rajouri reiter-
ated that such enforcement
drives will continue in the

coming days to curb traffic
violations and promote road
discipline across the district.
He urged vehicle owners
and drivers to adhere to the
road safety norms and legal
requirements to avoid pen-
alties and ensure the safety
of all road users.

==y

eight tribal villages of the
district.

After detailed delibera-
tions on the issues ham-
pering timely completion
of the schemes, she sought
special focus on identify-
ing bottlenecks in key
components viz. electri-
cal and mechanical works
etc. Contractors highlight-
ed several ground-level
impediments, including
delays in material supply
and inter-departmental
clearances.

The DC assured the con-
tractors of timely resolu-
tion of genuine issues par-

A

ticularly those related to
pending payments of JJM
works and urged all con-
tractors to adopt a mission
mode approach to ensure
time-bound and quality
completion of the ongo-
ing works.

The DC directed the
concerned officers to
carry out regular field
inspections and closely
monitor the pace of work.
She also stressed on inter-
departmental coordina-
tion and proactive griev-
ances redressal mecha-
nism to prevent further
delays.

ADC unveils poetry collection of
budding writer Prabhleen Kour

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Jammu, Ansuya
Jamwal today unveiled
a poetry book "The Sole
Burst of Colour in My
World of Words", penned
by a Class 12th student of
Army Public School Miran
Sahib Prabhleen Kour.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the ADC appreci-
ated the young talent and
lauded Prabhleen’s literary
expression and creative
spirit. She encouraged her
to continue writing and
further hone her poetic
skills, wishing her success

in all future endeavours.

The young poet has a
keen interest in literature,
philosophy and graphic
design. She shared that
poetry has been a mean-
ingful medium for her to
express deep personal
reflections and experi-
ences.

The book is a reflective
collection of poems explor-
ing themes of nostalgia,
identity, love and intro-
spection. From verses like
“School Yard Nostalgia” to
“Crumbling the Shackles
of Slavery”, the anthol-
ogy showcases a blend of
imagination, emotion and
philosophical depth.

DC Kishtwar distributes
sponsorship benefits under
Mission Vatsalya

JINEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JUNE 18

Deputy Commissioner
Pankaj Kumar Sharma
today distributed Rs 78.03
lakh among 231 eligible
beneficiaries as Non-Insti-
tutional Care Sponsorship
benefits for the financial
year 2024-25.

The initiative forms part
of Mission Vatsalya, a Cen-
trally Sponsored Scheme
envisaging the care and
protection of children in
vulnerable circumstances.

The distribution under-
scores the administration’s
commitment to safeguard-
ing child rights and pro-
viding essential support to
children in need, enabling

them to lead a secure and

dignified life.

The sponsorship assis-
tance is extended under
various eligibility criteria,
including orphans, chil-
dren with a single deceased
parent and those suffering
from life-threatening diseas-
es or living with disabilities.

The financial support
will help address the criti-
cal needs of these children,
particularly in the areas of
education, nutrition and
healthcare.

The distribution event
was held in the presence
of Zubair Ahmed Lone,
District Child Protection
Officer (DSWO Kishtwar)
and Chetna Sharma TSWO
Kishtwar.
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Hostilities between...

call to Prime Minister Modi. Vice President Vance
had conveyed that Pakistan may launch a major attack
on India," the Foreign Secretary said.

Prime Minister Modi had conveyed to him in clear
terms that if such an action were to occur, India would
respond with an even stronger response, he said.

"On the night of May 9-10, India gave a strong and
decisive response to Pakistan’s attack, inflicting signifi-
cant damage on the Pakistani military," he said on the
phone conversation.

"Their military airbases were rendered inoperable.
Due to India’s firm action, Pakistan was compelled to
request a cessation of military operations," he said.

Misri said President Trump enquired if PM Modi
could stop over in the US on his way back from Canada.
"Due to prior commitments, Prime Minister Modi
expressed his inability to do so. Both leaders agreed to
make efforts to meet in the near future," he said. KNO

In 11 yrs, face...

employees under the National Pension System.

The Minister categorized the Ministry’s work into
four major areas that reflected the changing face of
governance under the PM Modi led Government. “For
the first time since Independence, a government has
taken pride in doing away with redundant rules rather
than creating new ones.

He cited the repeal of over 1,600 outdated provi-
sions—many of them colonial-era legacies—as a strong
message of trust in citizens, particularly India’s youth.
The decision to make job interviews non-evaluative
for certain categories, announced from the Red Fort
by the Prime Minister and implemented nationwide
by January 2016, was flagged as a key move towards
fairness and transparency in recruitment.

Dr Singh underscored that several of the Ministry’s
reforms went beyond administrative convenience and
carried broader socio-cultural messages. Measures
such as the amendments to the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act sought to balance accountability with pro-
tection for well-performing officials, while changes
in how cases of unfair means in examinations are
handled have been aimed at protecting students from
the fallout of organized cheating rackets. “We are
here to punish the racketeers, not the students,” the
Minister said, emphasizing the government’s intent
to move from suspicion to support in public policy.
These changes, he said, helped build a new narrative
for governance where intent is not presumed guilty
and trust becomes a foundational value.

Human-centric reforms formed the third pillar of the
Ministry’s efforts, with Dr. Jitendra Singh recounting
how several changes were driven by direct experiences
of insensitivity in existing rules. The introduction of
the digital life certificate for pensioners, reforms in
family pension norms to include divorced and sepa-
rated daughters, and extending maternity leave to
stillbirth cases were some of the examples he shared.
“We combined human concern with technology to
create solutions that respect the dignity of individu-
als,” he said, recalling how over 19,000 long-pending
promotions were expedited to bring relief to officials
who had served without timely career progression.
These measures, he said, reflected an approach that
viewed policy through the lens of empathy.

Highlighting innovation as the fourth key area, the
Minister said that several governance reforms have
been infused with out-of-the-box thinking and techno-
logical adaptability. The establishment of the Capacity
Building Commission and rollout of the iGOT-Kar-
mayogi platform were mentioned as game-changers
in preparing civil servants for real-world challenges.
The CPGRAMS grievance redressal portal, which
now handles over 26 lakh complaints annually with a
95-96% disposal rate, was cited as a case of how citizen
expectations have evolved in response to responsive
governance. Initiatives like ‘Anubhav’, where retiring
officers document their experiences for institutional
memory, and the Assistant Secretary programme for
IAS officers, were held up as efforts to build a knowl-
edge-oriented, future-ready bureaucracy. “We have
moved from red tape to real-time, from file-pushing to
feedback-based policy,” Dr. Jitendra Singh concluded,
noting that these reforms mark a significant shift in the
governance ethos of New India.

Dr Singh also released a set of key publications and
digital initiatives that reflect the Ministry’s continued
focus on transparency, accountability, and service
delivery. These included the 11-year achievement book-
lets of DoPT, DARPG, and DoPPW, offering a compre-
hensive overview of reforms and milestones across
the three departments. The Minister also unveiled the
Guidelines for the Special Campaign for Family Pen-
sioners’ Grievances, a Compendium of Circulars cov-
ering the period from August 2024 to June 2025, and
a set of circulars related to the Central Civil Services
(Union Public Service) rules. In a move to strengthen
capacity building within the system, Dr. Jitendra Singh
virtually launched the Sevottam Training Modules,
aimed at institutionalising excellence in public service
delivery. KNO

CM chairs high-level...

no shortcoming from our side,” the Chief Minister
asserted.

Highlighting the significance of the meeting, he
remarked:“The very size and composition of this meet-
ing reflects the importance we attach to the sacred
month of Muharram.”

The Chief Minister emphasized that administrative
focus should not be limited to just the first ten days
of Muharram.

“The rituals and religious observances of Muharram
span two months and eight days. The government
must remain responsive even beyond the 10th day of
Muharram,” he stressed.

Acknowledging that this year Muharram coincides
with the Amarnath Yatra, the Chief Minister noted
the increased responsibility on the administration
to ensure the smooth conduct of both events. In this
context, he announced the appointment of a Secre-
tary-level Nodal Officer—independent of the Division-

al Commissioner—to coordinate inter-departmental
efforts and oversee Muharram arrangements across
the Union Territory.

The Chief Minister outlined key focus areas identi-
fied during the meeting:

Water Supply: CM assured uninterrupted water
availability through the deployment of tankers and
installation of storage tanks at key locations.

Electricity and Lighting: The Power Development
Department was directed to ensure uninterrupted
electricity supply and install high-mast lights at major
congregation points.

Ration and Firewood: He instructed the Food
Department, in coordination with FCI, to ensure
timely availability of ration. Firewood will be provided,
particularly in rural areas where demand is higher.

Sanitation and Health: Municipal bodies and the
Health Department was asked to intensify sanitation
drives and ensure the availability of essential health-
care services: Fire and Emergency Services will use
high-pressure water canons to clean congregation
areas.

The Chief Minister added that the newly appointed
Nodal Officer will coordinate efforts across depart-
ments and districts, and report regularly to avoid any
lapses.

Earlier, the Divisional Commissioner Kashmir gave
a presentation on the planned arrangements for
Muharram, covering key areas such as power, water,
ration supply, sanitation, and infrastructure readiness
in Shia-dominated areas.

The meeting also deliberated on issues related to
macadamisation, street lighting, road repair, and
other civic amenities required during the observance.
Legislators and religious leaders present on the occa-
sion provided valuable feedback and suggestions to
enhance the effectiveness of the arrangements. KNO

Kashmir braces for...

gateway of Kashmir, recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 31.4 degrees Celsius while Pahalgam recorded
27.0 degrees Celsius. In Kokernag, the mercury settled
at 30.8 degrees Celsius, while Kupwara and Gulmarg,
a famous ski resort, recorded 30.5 degrees Celsius and
22.8 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Jammu city, however, continued to record below
normal temperatures, with the winter capital of the
region recording a maximum temperature of 37.6
degrees Celsius.

Banihal recorded 29.4 degrees Celsius, Batote 27.8
degrees Celsius, Katra 35.2 degrees Celsius and Bhad-
erwah 30.8 degrees Celsius.

Meanwhile, the weatherman here has predicted
generally dry weather with the possibility of a brief
spell of rain and thundershower with gusty winds at
isolated places till June 20.

Between June 21 & 22, Director MeT, Dr Mukhtar
Ahmad said that generally cloudy weather with inter-
mittent spells of rain and thundershower is expected
at many places.

He added that on June 23 & 24, the weather condi-
tions are expected to remain dry with the possibility of
a brief spell of light rain and thundershower at isolated
places while from June 25 to June 27, generally cloudy
weather is expected with possibility of intermittent
spells of light to moderate rain and thundershower at
many places.

Moreover, the MeT has issued an advisory, advising
the farmers to continue farm operations till June 20th.

According to the advisory, there is a possibility of
moderate to heavy rain with intense showers at a few
places, mainly in Jammu division on June 21 & 22.
“Flash floods are expected at a few places with land-
slides, mudslides & shooting stones,” it added. KNO

CS scrutinizes strategy...

satisfaction with the progress on online application
submissions for Mission YUVA. He asked the Deputy
Commissioners to intensify awareness campaigns at
the district level and establish robust institutional
frameworks to assist the applicants. He emphasized
the importance of consistent monitoring of applica-
tions and timely convening of District Level Implemen-
tation Committees (DLICs) for swift case approvals.

Dulloo asked the experts of BISAG-N for developing
the dashboard which would give a peek into work-
ing of the YUVA portal and its utilization by different
stakeholders and the applicants.

Addressing the J&K Bank, Dulloo recommended
designating a senior administrator to oversee the Mis-
sion YUVA operations. He also instructed their branch
managers to conduct weekly visits to Block-level Busi-
ness Help Desks (BHDs) to guide the applicants in
developing effective business proposals for swift loan
sanctions.

The Chief Secretary also sought and received assur-
ances from the universities, national institutions,
NABARD and NIFT to dedicate their human and
material resources towards capacity building for the
applicants, transforming them into successful future
entrepreneurs.

Secretary, Labour and Employment, Kumar Rajeev
Ranjan, while highlighting the Mission YUVA's objec-
tive, said that it aims to establish J&K as a thriving
hub of enterprises and holistic employment. The mis-
sion targets creation of 1,37,000+ new enterprises and
4,25,000+ employment opportunities. He explained
that the implementation strategy has been built upon
four key pillars: Culture, Capital, Capacity Building
and Connectivity (4Cs), designed to accelerate employ-
ment avenues in J&K. The "Culture" pillar focuses on
motivating the individuals and creating an enabling
business environment.

Moreover, extensive "Udhyam Jagriti" awareness
campaigns have been conducted across J&K, utiliz-
ing social media, mass media, outdoor advertising
and panchayat-level outreach. So far, 2,086, out of
4,291 panchayats, have been covered, reaching nearly
98,700 individuals. The goal for this phase is to cover
90% of the panchayats and reach 2 lakh individuals.

A subsequent phase involved sensitization for a
baseline survey to ensure better data capture. Recent-
ly, the "Jagriti 3.0" campaign launched on May 15, 2025,
has already resulted in the reception of 8,189 loan

Indian Army conducts Medical

JINEWS SERVICE
RAJOURL 18 JUN 2025

The Indian Army orga-
nized a medical patrol in
Riyoti, Rajouri District,
on 18 Jun, 2025, provid-
ing free medical aid and
treatment to 55 beneficia-
ries, including 20 males,
21 females, and 14 chil-
dren. The medical patrol
was conducted at Riyoti,
where army medical per-
sonnel offered essential
medical services to vil-
lagers in need. The medi-
cal patrol is part of the
Army's ongoing efforts
to reach out to remote
areas and provide medi-
cal assistance to local
communities. By con-
ducting such patrols, the
Army aims to build trust
and strengthen its bond
with local residents, while
ensuring their health and

Patrol in Riyoti, Rajouri

g “

well-being. The medical
team provided treatment
for various ailments,
distributed medicines,
and offered guidance on
healthy living, nutrition,
and disease prevention.

The patrol demon-
strated the Indian Army's
commitment to serving
the nation and support-
ing local communities,
particularly in remote
and underprivileged
areas. The success of the
medical patrol in Riyoti,
Rajouri District, is a testa-
ment to the Indian Army's
dedication to promoting
health and well-being
among local populations.
By providing access to
quality healthcare servic-
es, the Army is contribut-
ing to the improvement of
health outcomes and the
overall quality of life in
the region.

applications.

The "Capital” pillar focuses on providing fixed and
working capital support. The government will offer a
5% interest subsidy on bank loans. Micro-loans up to
Rs 5 lakh will be collateral-free, supported by CGTMSE
credit guarantee and accessible to first-time entre-
preneurs aged 18-59 without educational or income
barriers.

For existing MSMEs, the scheme offers loans up
to Rs 5 lakh for Micro, Rs 30 lakh for Small and Rs 75
lakh for Medium enterprises. Beneficiaries can avail
80% of the total project cost as a loan, with a 20%
self-contribution required.

The "Capacity Building" pillar focuses on equipping
the entrepreneurs and employees with the skills to
run sustainable businesses. This included institutional
support for Detailed Project Report (DPR) framing.

Furthermore, Small Business Development Units
(SBDUs), Business Help Desks (BHDs) and YUVA Doots
will provide end-to-end support, from motivating
potential entrepreneurs to assisting with document
uploading and other necessary help. Two business
acceleration hubs will be established in Srinagar and
Jammu, alongside 20 SBDUs at the district level and 80
BHDs at the block level, supported by approximately
1,000 volunteers.

Finally, a market linkage framework will be extend-
ed to these entrepreneurs once their units become
operational, improving reach, export and trade oppor-
tunities for business growth.

Gol launches ‘Operation...

in the early hours of June-19-2025 as part of the
initial stages of Operation Sindhu.”

The Gol appreciated the Governments of Iran and
Armenia for the smooth facilitation of the evacuation
process.

“India accords highest priority to the safety and
security of Indian nationals abroad. As part of the
ongoing operation, the Indian Embassy in Iran has
been assisting large numbers of Indian nationals in
moving from areas seeing increased hostilities to
relatively safer areas within the country and to subse-
quently evacuate them using the available and feasible
options,” it reads.

In a statement, the Gol advised the Indian nationals
to stay in touch with the Indian Embassy in Tehran
through its emergency helpline, and with the 24x7
Control Room established by the Ministry of External
Affairs in New Delhi.

Accordingly, the Gol issued emergency helpline
numbers of Embassy of India in Tehran: For call:
+98 9128109115, +98 9128109109, For WhatsApp: +98
901044557, +98 9015993320, +91 8086871709, Bandar
Abbas: +98 9177699036, Zahedan: +98 9396356649
and Email- cons.tehran@mea.gov.in

Helpline numbers of 24 X 7 Control Room set-up by
Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi: 800118797
(Toll free), +91-11-23012113, +91-11-23014104, +91-11-
23017905, WhatsApp: +91-9968291988; Email- situ-
ationroom@mea.gov.in.

Pertinently, at least 90 students of Kashmir study-
ing in Iran Tuesday evening reached the capital city,
Yerevan in Armenia and boarded a flight to New Delhi
on Wednesday.

Jammu and Kashmir Students Association (JKSA)
said, “At least 90 students of Kashmir studying in Iran
safely crossed the border into Armenia on Tuesday and
boarded a flight on Wednesday to India.”

JKSA further said that besides Kashmiri students,
nearly 20 other students from other states have also
reached Yerevan.

“All the Indian students who had crossed the Iran-
Armenia border have now safely reached the capital
city, Yerevan. This includes around 90 students from
Kashmir Valley, along with others from various Indian
states, making a total of approximately 110 students
from Urmia Medical University,” JKSA said. KNO

DIG Traffic decorates
promoted Officer

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

A piping ceremony for the
newly promoted Inspector
was held today at Range
Traffic Headquarters,
Jammu.

Deputy Inspector
General of Police, RTHQ
Jammu Dr. Mohammad
Haseeb Mughal decorated
the newly promoted officer
Inspector Santosh Sharma.

On this occasion, the DIG
Traffic Jammu congratulat-
ed the officer on his well-
deserved promotion and
extended his best wishes for
his future assignments. DIG

Traffic Jammu appreciated
the services and the role
he played at Range Traffic
Hqgrs Jammu while handling
multi tasks assigned to him
from time to time. The DIG
Traffic Jammu also stressed
upon the officer to continue
serving with enthusiasm,
integrity and a high sense
of responsibility.

Among others present
were DySP (S) Ramesh
Chander Kataria, Private
Secretary to DIG Traffic
Jammu, Voonesh Sangotra,
Sr. PO, Inspector (S) Ruby
Dhar, PA to DIG Traffic
Jammu were present on the
occasion.

NMC demand enhancement
of Medical Allowance

r 8

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU , JUNE 18

President NMC Subash
Shastri on Wednesday
urged the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Chief Minister
to increase the monthly
medical allowance of pen-
sioners from the existing
Rs 300 to Rs 1000 in the
line with other union ter-
ritories across the country.

Addressing a meeting of
N M C activists here Shas-
tri appealed implementa-
tion of this enhancement
to bring JKUT at par with
Ladakh which had raised
the allowance to Rs 1000
per month from April 1
2020.

Shastri said that the
current Rs 300 medical
allowance has remained
unchanged for over two
decades despite the steep
rise in medicine costs and
other medical expanses.
He said the hike would pro-
vide much needed relief
to pensioners grappling
with increase health care
expenditure.

He also demanded a 2
percent in HRA for Jammu
and Kashmir employees

~ e s o

pointing out that the DA
has already crossed 50
percent threshold which
warrants a revision.

Further Shastri pressed
the centre to release 18
months of pending DA
arrears from January to
June 2021 stating that three
installments were with-
held during the period.
He Called for their imme-
diate disbursal to benefit
employees and tension-
ers who have been await-
ing the dues for over three
years.

Regularization of the
services of all daily rated
workers under SRO 64
were others demands high-
lighted in the meeting.

Rajan Babu Kha-
juria, B.S.Jamwal,
Surrinder Kumar,
Ramesh Sharma,Ram
Singh,Chaman Lal, Tarsem
Sharma,Vijay Bhagat, Shail
Singh, Angrej Singh, Dar-
shan Bawa, Sukhdev Singh,
Vinod, Kamal Bhagat,Bir
Bal Sharma,Ram lal, Ram-
paul Sharma,Dalip Bhagat,
Harbans lal, Anil Gupta,
Rajnish Kapoor and others
were also present in the
meeting.

Rajan Gupta welcomes
Centre’s decision on Annual
Toll Cap of Rs 3000

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Social Activist Rajan
Gupta has warmly wel-
comed the landmark deci-
sion of the Central Gov-
ernment to cap the toll
charges at Rs 3000 per
year for vehicles, espe-
cially those frequently
used for pilgrimage and
yatra purposes. He stated
that this decision would
bring much-needed relief
to thousands of devotees
and transporters who had
been burdened by exces-
sive toll payments.

Rajan Gupta praised
Union Transport Minis-
ter Mr. Nitin Gadkari for
his visionary leadership
and commitment to the

welfare of the common
man. "This is a fantastic
step by the government,
especially in the interest
of people undertaking
yatras. It will ease their
travel and reduce their
financial stress," Gupta
said.

He added that such
decisions reflect the gov-
ernment's sensitivity to
public issues and help in
promoting religious tour-
ism while respecting the
sentiments of the devo-
tees. Rajan Gupta also
urged the administration
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of this policy
across all relevant toll
plazas to guarantee uni-
form benefit to all travel-
ers.
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DYSS Kishtwar hosts District Level Chess
& Yoga Tournament for Boys and Girls

JINEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JUNE 18

The Department of Youth
Services & Sports (YS&S)
Kishtwar on Wednesday
declared open the Inter-
Zonal District Level Tour-
nament for U/14 and U/17
boys and girls in the disci-
plines of Chess and Yoga
here in the Indoor Hall of
GHSS Boys.

The event was inaugu-
rated amid a vibrant and
energetic ceremony that
drew enthusiastic partici-
pation from student-ath-
letes, sports officials and
dignitaries.

Deputy Commissioner
Pankaj Kumar Sharma
was the chief guest, who
declared the tournament
open.

In his address, the
Deputy Commissioner
applauded the Youth Ser-
vices & Sports Department

for nurturing young talent.
He emphasized the critical
role of sports in promot-
ing discipline, fitness and
unity among the youth. He
encouraged all participants
to perform with dedica-
tion, uphold sportsman-
ship and strive for excel-
lence.

The event was attended

by the host school Princi-
pal, along with the officers
from the DYS&S, Zonal
Physical Education Offi-
cers, PEMs, PETs, REKs,
GMs, NYCs and other
stakeholders. The event
featured impressive Chess
and Yoga demonstrations
and the spirited participa-
tion of young athletes from

across the zones of the dis-
trict.

Earlier, District Youth
Services & Sports Officer
Jaffer Haider Sheikh high-
lighted the importance
of intellectual and mind
sports like Chess and
Yoga in enhancing con-
centration, confidence
and emotional well-being
among the students. He
extended heartfelt grati-
tude to all field officials for
their relentless commit-
ment in organizing such
events and urged the stu-
dents to aim for participa-
tion at divisional and UT-
level championships. This
Inter-Zonal competition
serves as a vital platform
for young talent across the
educational zones of Kisht-
war to showcase their skills
and qualify for higher-level
tournaments, fostering
healthy competition and
camaraderie.

CS for equitable development of
tribal areas under DA-JGUA

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, today chaired the
maiden Apex Committee
meeting held to review and
accelerate implementation
of the 'Dharti Aaba Janjati-
ya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan'
(DA-JGUA), marking a sig-
nificant step towards equi-
table and holistic develop-
ment of tribal communi-
ties.

The Abhiyan is a flag-
ship initiative of the Gov-
ernment of India aimed
at comprehensive human
development in tribal
areas.

Present in the meet-
ing were Principal Secre-
tary, Power Development
Department; Principal
Secretary, Social Welfare
Department; Principal
Secretary, School Educa-
tion Department; Com-
missioner Secretary, Food,
Civil Supplies & Consumer
Affairs; Secretary, Tribal
Affairs; Secretary, Plan-
ning; Secretary, Health &
Medical Education; Sec-
retary, Information Tech-
nology; Secretary, Rural
Development Department
besides other concerned
senior officers.

The Chief Secretary
directed the department to
work hard towards ensur-
ing that the benefits of the
scheme equally reach all
tribal areas of J&K. He laid
particular stress on the
importance of robust data
validation at the grassroots
level.

The Chief Secretary
asked the Deputy Com-
missioners to conduct
thorough ground truth-
ing, visiting the villages to
validate the data and pin-

point gaps across 25 critical
parameters. He reiterated
that reliable data is essen-
tial for impactful interven-
tions, highlighting the need
for meticulous verification
to ensure data accuracy.

He further enjoined
upon the concerned
departments to prepare
Detailed Project reports
(DPRs) in a time-bound
manner, specifically
designed to plug the iden-
tified gaps. He highlighted
the scheme's potential for
transformative change,
underscoring the impor-
tance of seizing this oppor-
tunity to bring about sus-
tainable development in
the villages.

The Chief Secretary
called upon the Deputy
Commissioners to person-
ally monitor the entire
process in their respective
districts. This oversight,
he stressed, would ensure
the qualitative collection of
data and subsequent gap
analysis, thereby guaran-
teeing that future interven-
tions are both fruitful and
result-oriented, leading to
tangible improvements in
the lives of tribal commu-
nities.

Secretary, Tribal Affairs,
Prasanna G. Ramaswamy,
highlighted the key com-
ponents and progress of
the scheme, stating that
it operates through two
primary components. One
component involves direct
funding by the Ministry for
Tribal Affairs, under which

the Project Appraisal Com-
mittee has approved pro-
posals worth Rs 877.10 lakh
for 2024-25. This included
Rs 500.00 lakh for estab-
lishing 5 Tribal Multipur-
pose Marketing Centers
(TMMCs).

The Secretary added
that the scheme also envis-
ages setting up of Forest
Rights Act Cells, one at
the UT level and twenty at
the district level, with an
outlay of Rs 377.10 Lakh.
These cells will be crucial
for managing the FRA
claims and implement-
ing the CFR Management
Plans.

The scheme's second
component involves fund-
ing from various Govern-
ment of India Ministries
through their Developmen-
tal Action Plan for Sched-
uled Tribes (DAPST)/Tribal
Sub Plan (TSP) allocations.
Eligible villages must meet
specific criteria, includ-
ing a population of 500
or more with at least 50%
Scheduled Tribe popula-
tion, or villages in Aspira-
tional Districts with 50 or
more Scheduled Tribes.

Moreover, a preliminary
gap analysis, covering 25
key indicators from hous-
ing and road connectivity
to education, health and
market access, has been
conducted by MoTA. This
data is being rigorously
verified through ground-
truthing exercises at the
village level via Gram
Sabhas, ensuring accurate

assessment of develop-
mental needs.

Moreover, seventeen
Union Ministries are work-
ing together to address the
identified gaps and ensure
that tribal villages ben-
efit from all 25 approved
interventions. These ini-
tiatives included PMAY-G,
PMGSY, Jal Jeevan Mission,
RDSS, PM Ujjwala Yojana,
Poshan Abhiyan, Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan, as well as
schemes for skill develop-
ment, sustainable agricul-
ture and tourism, aiming
for comprehensive devel-
opment of tribal areas.

For the Tribal Villages
component, verified vil-
lage-wise gaps approved by
the UT-level Apex Commit-
tee, will guide coordinated
efforts by various depart-
ments in J&K to implement
DA-JGUA effectively. This
included launching IEC
campaigns, allocating sep-
arate budget lines under
DAPST schemes, conduct-
ing baseline assessments
and preparing detailed
project proposals aligned
with gap analyses for fund-
ing from relevant minis-
tries.

Pertinently, the Dharti
Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan (DA-
JGUA) is a flagship initiative
of the Government of India
aimed at saturating the
tribal areas with essential
services and opportunities
for holistic development.
Launched in 2024, the
mission focuses on a multi-
sectoral approach involv-
ing various Ministries to
address critical gaps in
tribal villages across the
nation.

DC chairs District level implementation
committee meeting under Mission YUVA

JINEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JUNE 18

Deputy Commissioner
Udhampur Saloni Rai
chaired a meeting of the
District Level Implemen-
tation Committee under
Mission YUVA to evalu-
ate and approve financial
assistance proposals of
aspiring entrepreneurs.
The meeting was attend-
ed by IAS Probationer
Seerat Baji, Additional
District Development
Commissioner Rajinder
Singh, General Manager

DIC, Kishore Singh, Assis-
tant Director Employment,
Priyanka Gupta and other
officers concerned.

A total of 33 applica-

|

tions were placed before
the committee for consid-
eration. After thorough
evaluation and due delib-
erations, the committee

approved 29 applications
for financial assistance
under Mission YUVA,
aimed at fostering youth-
led entrepreneurship in
the district.

The DC directed the con-
cerned officers to obtain a
written undertaking from
applicants in cases where
the unit cost is above the
prescribed scale of finance
clearly stating the benefi-
ciary is willing to bear the
rest amount on his own to
ensure transparency and
financial viability of the
proposed ventures.

Review meeting for
‘International Yoga Day’
celebrations held at Anantnag

DISTRICT
ANANTNAG

JINEWS SERVICE
ANANTNAG, JUNE 18

In view of the upcoming
International Day of Yoga,
the Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC)
Anantnag, Sandeep Singh
Bali today chaired a com-
prehensive preparatory
meeting with the heads of
various concerned depart-
ments at the Conference
Hall of the DC Office Anant-
nag.

The meeting was con-
vened to review and final-
ize the arrangements for
the smooth and successful
conduct of the Yoga ses-
sion scheduled to be held
on 21st June, as part of the
nationwide celebrations
of the International Day of
Yoga.

During the meeting,
ADC emphasized the
importance of the event
and underscored the need
for coordinated efforts
among all departments to
ensure its effective execu-
tion.

He directed all line
departments to extend
full cooperation and
make all necessary
arrangements well in
advance. This includes
ensuring the availability
of essential logistics such
as sound systems, mats,

venue, adequate public-
ity and IEC (Information,
Education & Communica-
tion) activities to gener-
ate public awareness and
enthusiasm around the
event. He urged the offi-
cers to promote mass
participation and create

a festive and health-con-
scious atmosphere in the
district in line with the
vision of ‘Yoga for Har-
mony and Peace.

ADC instructed the
concerned departments
to maintain inter-depart-
mental coordination
and regularly monitor
the preparedness to
avoid any last-minute
issues. He also called for
the deployment of vol-
unteers and officials to
assist in organizing the
session and managing
the crowd effectively.

Notably 21st June
marks the International
Day of Yoga which aims
to promote health, well-
ness and the holistic
benefits of yoga among
masses globally.

Tender Notice No:- 37, 38, 39-2025-26-ADEN-JRC &40, 41, 42, 43, 44,45-2025-26-ADEN-LDH
Sr.DEN-I/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites open tenders (E-Tenders) against below titled tenders and
available on www.ireps.gov.in with closing date- 08/07/2025 up to 15:00 Hrs. Bidders will be able to submit their original/revised
bids up to closing date and time only. Manual offers are not allowed against these tenders, and any such manual offer received
shall be ignored. In place of Earnest money deposit, “Bid Security Declaration” is to be submitted or prescribed format as available

in document section on the portal.

DHJ takes stock of horticulture
activities in Marh zone

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Director Horticulture
Jammu (DH]J) Gul Syed
conducted a tour of the
Horticulture zone Marh-
Jammu. He was accom-
panied by the Chief
Horticulture Officer,
Horticulture Develop-
ment Officer and other
officials of the Depart-
ment.

The Director along
with SDM Marh, CHO
and HDO interacted with
numerous local farm-
ers and beneficiaries
covered under various
schemes by the Horti-
culture Department.

During the tour, the
Director inspected the
High Density Plantation
at various sites and gave
expert advice to farm-
ers for increasing their
income. He also briefed
the farmers about the
schemes of the depart-
ment and urged them to
associate with the Hor-
ticulture Department
to avail the benefits for
high density plantation,
protected cultivation,
water harvesting tanks,
drip irrigation, custom
hiring Centres, machin-
ery, nursery establish-
ment etc. for upliftment
of their socio- economic
status.

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Sr. DEN-I/FZR acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites open
tenders (E-Tenders) against below titled tenders and available on
www.ireps.gov.in with closing date 07.07.2025 up to 15:00 Hrs. Bidders will be
able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date and time only. Manual
offers are not allowed against these tenders, and any such manual offer received
shall be ignored. In place of Earnest money deposit, "Bid Security Declaration” is to
be submitted or prescribed format as available in document section on the portal.

Tender Type

Tendering Section

Packet System

Open

Works

Single Packet System

Date of Uploading Tenders

Bid Starting Date

Bid Closing Date/Time

12.06.2025

23.06.2025

07.07.2025 / 15:00 Hrs.

S. | Tender
No.

Details of Tender

36-
2025-26
ADEN-
JRC

[N

Sr.DEN-I/FZR.

Various Base Depot/Site activities in c/w Through Sleeper
Renewal by PQRS 12.75 km at various locations of DN Line
km 14.00 to 19.50 & 20.25 to 27.75 km of existing track laid with
60 kg rails on PSC-6 sleepers with M+7 density proposed with
PSC Wider sleeper with M+8 density on JRC-PTK section under

Advertised Value
(Rs.)

Earnest

Money (Rs.)

Period of
Completion

Validity of
Offer

1,74,45,127.19/-

2,37,200.00/-

12 Months

60 Days

Similar nature of work: "CTR/TRR/TFR/TTR including raising of track,
screening, distressing of track, pre & post works for track maintenance machine
like tamping machines/ballast screening/regulating machines & TTR by T-28."

Note 1.
against tender.

Tender Notice No.: 36-2025-26-ADEN-JRC Date: 13.06.2025

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-Tender Notice

Before bidding, bidders to check for any corrigendum issued

1820/2025

Date: 16.06.2025

drinking water, medi-

cal support, sanitation,

security arrangements,

and transportation facil-

ities for participants.
Bali stressed on main-

taining cleanliness at the

Tender Type Tendering Section Packet System
Open Works Single Packet System
Date of Uploading Tenders Bid Starting Date Bid Closing Date/Time
13.06.2025 24.06.2025 08.07.2025/ 15:00 Hrs
S.No. [Tender No. Details of Tender
1. 137-2025-26- Annual zone work for ordinary repair and maintenance for DMU shed, MDDTI JUC for the year
ADEN-JRC 2025-26 under ADEN/JRC.

Advertised Value (Rs.)

Earnest Money

Validity of Offer

Period of Completion

DAJG UA 69,99,372.34/- 1,40,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”
awareness Camps 2. 38.0025.26 Ordinary repair and maintenance as well as new works, additions and alternations to existing
- il structures, emergent works of service building & staff Qtrs for the year 2025-26 in the section of
held at Kahara’ ADEN-JRC SSE/W/JRC underADEN/JRC.
Bha uaessa tO Advertised Value (Rs.) Earnest Money Validity of Offer Period of Completion
empower Tribal 1,89,99,699.96/- 2,45,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
H'H Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”
Communities Y
3. | 39-2025-26- Annual zone work for ordinary repair and maintenance in the section of SSE/W/JUC under
JINEWS SERVICE ADEN-JRC ADEN/JRC.
DODA, JUNE 18 Advertised Value (Rs.) Earnest Money Validity of Offer Period of Completion
1,19,99,142.78/- 2,10,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Under the theme — - — -
« . Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..
Reaching the
Unreached,” special 4. 40-2025-26- Ordinary repair and maintenance as YVEH a§ n.ew works, addition_s and _aIFerngtions to e).(isting
outreach camps under ADEN-LDH structures & emergent works at service building and other service building in the section of
P SSE/W/PGW under ADEN/LDH.

the Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan were
today conducted at Vil-

Advertised Value (Rs.)

Earnest Money

Validity of Offer

Period of Completion

lage Bathri in Kahara

Block and Panchayat
Dugli in Bhallessa Block
of Doda district.

The program at
Kahara Block was
attended by Assistant

Commissioner Devel-

opment (ACD) Din
Mohammad Affaqi
and local Block Devel-
opment Officer (BDO)
Mool Raj, while the

event at Bhallessa

Block was organized
under the supervi-
sion of Block Devel-
opment Officer (BDO)
Sunil Kumar. The offi-
cers interacted with

1,69,99,818.61/- 2,35,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”
5. 41-2025-26 Ordinary repair and maintenance as well as new works, additions and alternations to existing
ADEN-LDH structures & emergent works under Zone no. 1/2025-26 at station building and other service
building at LDH in the jurisdiction of ADEN/LDH.
Advertised Value (Rs.) Earnest Money Validity of Offer Period of Completion
1,19,99,220.67/- 2,10,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”
6. 42-2025-26 Ordinary repair and maintenance as well as new works, additions and alternations to existing
ADEN-LDH structures & emergent works under Zone no. 2/2025-26 at Diesel shed, RPF Barrack, RPSF
barrack & Loco office etc at LDH in the jurisdiction of ADEN/LDH.
Advertised Value (Rs.) Earnest Money Validity of Offer Period of Completion
84,99,925.04/- 1,70,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”
7. 43-2025-26 Ordinary repair and maintenance as well as new works, additions and alternations to existing
AD-EN-L-DH- structures & emergent works under Zone no. 3/2025-26 at service building and staff quarters on
LDH (excl)-SNL section at Ludhiana in the section of SSE/W/LDH under ADEN/LDH.

Advertised Value (Rs.)

Earnest Money

Validity of Offer

Period of Completion

1,29,99,194.58/-

2,15,000.00/- 60 Days

12 Months

local tribal residents,

Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”

encouraging their
active participation in
flagship government
schemes such as PMAY-
G, MGNREGA, NRLM,

8. Ordinary repair and maintenance as well as new works, additions and alternations to existing
structures, emergent works Zone no. 4/2025-26 of staff quarters in colony no. 1 to 13 at Ludhiana in
the section of SSE/W/LDH under ADEN/LDH.

44-2025-26-
ADEN-LDH

Advertised Value (Rs.)

Earnest Money

Validity of Offer

Period of Completion

Ayushman Bharat, Ujj-

wala Yojana and Skill
Development Missions.
Multiple departments
set up information and
service delivery stalls
to provide direct assis-

tance to beneficiaries,

ensuring on-the-spot
resolution of issues and
enrolment for schemes.

1,29,99,499.84/- 2,15,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Similar nature of work: “Any civil work other than track work..”
9. 45-2025-26 Ordinary repair and maintenance as well as new works, additions and alternations to existing
structures & emergent works Zone no. 5/2025-26 at Electic shed & TRD office etc at LDH in the
ADEN-LDH
jurisdiction of ADEN/LDH.
Advertised Value (Rs.) Earnest Money Validity of Offer Period of Completion
29,99,218.58/- 60,000.00/- 60 Days 12 Months
Similar nature of work: “NIL.”
Note1. Before bidding, bidders to check for any corrigendum issued against tender. 1819/2025

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
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Mandatory
service bonds

ammu and Kashmir’s reported deci-
sion to introduce mandatory service
bonds for MD/MS graduates marks a

pivotal moment in the region’s health-
care policy—one that mirrors Ladakh’s
recent steps and aligns with a wider
national trend. With rural and under-
served areas grappling with chronic
shortages of specialist doctors, this mea-
sure is both timely and necessary. Health
and Medical Education Minister Sakina
Itoo’s confirmation that the proposal is
in its final stages reflects a growing politi-
cal consensus around the need to hold
postgraduate medical graduates account-
able for the public investment in their
education. Her assertion that doctors
trained with state resources must "give
back" to the healthcare system is not just
a policy statement—it’s a reminder of the
social contract between public institu-
tions and professionals. The logic behind
the move is straightforward. Every year,
over 550 MD/MS seats are offered by Gov-
ernment Medical Colleges in J&K, and a
significant portion is filled by local candi-
dates. Once the bond policy comes into
effect, these graduates will be contrac-
tually obligated to serve for two years
in the region—potentially transforming
healthcare access in districts that have
long struggled with inadequate special-
ist care. Such service bonds are neither
novel nor legally contentious. They are
already in force in 16 other states and UTs
across India, backed by Supreme Court
judgments that uphold their constitu-
tionality and intent. In essence, these
bonds are not restrictions but struc-
tured repayments—repayments not in
money, but in meaningful public ser-
vice. Opponents may argue that com-
pulsory service could deter aspirants
or limit career choices. However, these
concerns are outweighed by the press-
ing needs of patients in far-flung areas,
where a lack of specialists often means
delayed treatment, unnecessary refer-
rals, and in some cases, avoidable fatali-
ties. The aim is not to stifle ambition,
but to instill a sense of responsibility and
ensure that skilled professionals serve
beyond city hospitals and private clin-
ics. It is also important to note that the
policy does not prohibit further educa-
tion or migration—it simply delays it until
the service bond is fulfilled. For a region
like J&K, still rebuilding its healthcare
framework post-reorganisation, such
structured interventions are crucial.
The upcoming policy will undoubtedly
need safeguards—transparent postings,
protection from exploitative work condi-
tions, and robust monitoring—to ensure
its success. But if implemented wisely,
it can help achieve dual objectives:
retain homegrown medical talent and
ensure healthcare equity. J&K’s move is
not merely administrative—it’s ethical. It
places community welfare at the heart
of policy and asks doctors to invest not
justin degrees, but in the people they are
trained to serve. If the vision holds and
execution matches intent, this could be
a game-changer for public health in the
Union Territory.

A Decade of Dharma: Cultural
Renaissance in the Modi Era

GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT

UNION MINISTER OF CULTURE AND
TOURISM, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

rose over the holy city of

Ayodhya, a prayer whis-
pered for centuries finally
found its voice. The Pran
Pratishta of Shri Ram in his
Ram Mandir was not just a
religious milestone—it was
a moment of civilizational
redemption. After centuries
of invasion, colonial distor-
tion, and political delay, the
temple stood tall-etched in
sandstone, echoing with man-
tras, and pulsing with history.
It wasn’t just about architec-
ture; it was about the healing
of a wounded soul. The return
of Shri Ram to his birthplace
rekindled the spirit of a nation
that had long carried the
silence of exile in its heart.

A few months prior, another
symbol of India's ancient spirit
quietly returned to its rightful
place. During the inaugura-
tion of the new Parliament,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi installed the Sengol-a
sacred scepter presented to
Jawaharlal Nehru in 1947 by

In January 2024, as the sun

Tamil Adheenams to mark the
dharmic transfer of power. For
decades, it had been forgotten,
mislabeled, and dismissed as
a walking stick. Its restoration
was not just an act of remem-
brance—it was a powerful
declaration that India would
no longer view itself through
borrowed eyes. The Sengol
represented rule anchored in
righteousness, not relics of
empire—a decisive embrace
of India’s own statecraft and
spiritual traditions, long over-
looked in a post-colonial order.

Together, these moments
signaled a deeper cultural
resurgence—a civilisational
stirring that would unfold
across eleven transformative
years.

From the outset in 2014, it
was clear that under the Modi
Government, culture would no
longer be ornamental—it would
be foundational. International
Yoga Day, first observed in
2015, saw millions across the
globe celebrate an ancient
Indian practice that fuses
body, mind, and spirit. Yoga
was not just a wellness rou-
tine—it became India’s great-
est cultural export of the past
few years.

Revival of traditional knowl-
edge systems was given insti-
tutional force through the
Ministry of AYUSH, which ele-
vated Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani,
Siddha, and Homoeopathy to
national and global platforms.
In parallel, the government
launched missions to preserve

classical languages like San-
skrit, Tamil, Pali and Prakrit
promote the digitization of
manuscripts, and support
endangered folk arts and crafts
under schemes like USTTAD
and Hamari Dharohar.

India’s monuments too
began to breathe with renewed
vitality. The unveiling of the
Statue of Unity in 2018 was not
just about scale—it was about
reclaiming narrative. Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, long over-
shadowed, was placed at the
forefront of national memory.
The renaming of Rajpath to
Kartavya Path symbolized a
decisive shift—from colonial
symbolism to native account-
ability.

Perhaps no diplomatic
engagement illustrated this
shift better than the 2019 infor-
mal summit between PM Modi
and Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping in Mahabalipuram, Tamil
Nadu. Far from the corridors
of Delhi, the ancient port city—
once a thriving center of the
Pallava dynasty and Indo-Chi-
nese maritime links—became
the backdrop for a conversa-
tion between two civilizations.
As the leaders walked amid
rock-cut temples and stone
chariots, India presented not
just geography, but history; not
just protocol, but legacy. It was
soft power at its subtlest and
strongest.

This cultural ethos flowed
into India’s global diplomacy
in other ways too. PM Modi’s
state gifts to world leaders—

ranging from Pattachitra
paintings to lacquered toys for
children—carried with them
stories of India’s artisans and
timeless traditions.

The G-20 presidency in 2023
was another cultural mile-
stone. Far from being confined
to Delhi’s diplomatic halls, the
summit became a pan-India
celebration of cultural iden-
tity. From tribal art displays to
classical performances, India
showcased not just its policy
depth, but its soul. Every del-
egation was immersed in the
colors, cuisine, crafts, and
consciousness of Bharat. The
message was clear: India is not
a civilisation in past tense—it
is alive, dynamic, and confi-
dently global.

During these years, over
600 stolen artefacts—includ-
ing idols, sculptures, and
manuscripts—were brought
back from foreign museums
and collectors. Each return
was a restoration not just of
art, but of honour. Similarly,
Veer Bal Diwas was instituted
to remember the martyrdom
of Guru Gobind Singh’s sons,
while Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
brought tribal freedom fighters
into national focus.

Even the pandemic did
not dim the cultural flame.
Through virtual concerts, digi-
tal museum tours, and “Mann
Ki Baat”, the Prime Minister
ensured that art, stories, and
cultural pride continued to
thrive within the solitude of
lockdowns.

All of this converged into
the campaign slogan: “Vikas
Bhi, Virasat Bhi”—a call that
economic growth must walk
hand in hand with cultural
pride. Under the Modi Gov-
ernment, this slogan wasn’t
mere rhetoric. It defined a new
vision where GDP growth, digi-
tal infrastructure, and defense
modernization were insepara-
ble from temple restoration,
tribal pride, and civilizational
storytelling.

India today no longer tip-
toes around its identity. It
strides forward—unapologeti-
cally rooted and confidently
modern. Cultural nationalism,
once dismissed as regressive,
has emerged as the binding
force of progress. In the BJP’s
ideological compass, culture is
not an accessory—it is the axis.

In these eleven years, the
Modi era has not merely over-
seen a cultural policy—it has
awakened a cultural conscious-
ness. What began as restora-
tion became resurgence. And
what was once neglected as
nostalgia has now become the
nucleus of national identity.

The Ram Mandir and the
Sengol will remain iconic sym-
bols, but the deeper legacy lies
in the collective realization that
India’s future is brightest when
it remembers where it came
from. We are not just a country
with a long history—we are a
living civilization with a long
memory. And in that memory,
under the watch of dharma,
India has found its voice again.

From Cradle to Character: The

SHAHID AHMED HAKLA POONCHI

arenting is a journey that
Pbegl'ns with love and ends

with legacy. It is more
than just raising a child; it is
about shaping a human being's
character, outlook, and future.
Parenting involves a combina-
tion of nurturing, teaching,
setting boundaries, and model-
ing behaviors that help a child
become emotionally intelli-
gent, socially aware, and ethi-
cally grounded. Whether it is
through daily interactions, the
values imparted, or the emo-
tional climate of the home,
parenting has a profound and
lasting impact. What parents
do in the present becomes the
emotional and psychological
blueprint their child carries
into the future. From behavior
patterns and decision-making
to relationships and self-worth,
a child’s world is deeply col-
ored by how they are parented.
While no parent is perfect, the
environment they create and
the choices they make pro-
foundly shape the kind of adult
their child becomes.

1. Emotional Security: The First
Foundation

Children thrive when they
feel loved and secure. The
emotional tone of a home—
whether it is warm and accept-
ing or cold and critical-lays
the foundation for how a child
perceives themselves and the
world.

A parent who consistently
responds with affection, empa-
thy, and understanding teach-
es the child that their feelings
matter. These children grow
up trusting their emotions
and are more likely to express
themselves constructively. On
the other hand, neglect or
emotional inconsistency from
parents can lead to fear, emo-
tional suppression, and social
withdrawal.

Emotional security gives

rise to confident and expres-
sive adults.

2. Discipline with
Understanding: Teaching
Responsibility

Discipline isn’t about pun-
ishment—it’s about guidance.
How a parent disciplines their
child can either foster growth
or breed fear and resentment.

Authoritative parents set
clear boundaries but also
take the time to explain why
those rules exist. This not
only teaches moral reasoning
but also encourages children
to think about consequences.
Harsh, authoritarian parenting
often produces either overly
obedient or overly rebellious
children. Meanwhile, overly
lenient or uninvolved parent-
ing can leave children feeling
lost or entitled.

Balanced discipline teaches
accountability, empathy, and
self-control.

3. Role Modeling: Children
Imitate What They See

Children are always watch-
ing. Parents are their first and
most influential role models.
Whether it’s the way parents
handle stress, talk to each
other, manage time, or treat
strangers—children absorb it
all like sponges.

If parents model respect,
kindness, patience, and hon-
esty, children naturally learn
those values. Conversely, if
children witness shouting,
lying, or aggression at home,
they may normalize such
behaviors in their own lives—
even if they’re told not to do it.

Children do what you do,
not just what you say.

4. Communication Style: The
Power of Words

How parents communicate
with their children influences
how children communicate
with the world.

Active listening, speaking
respectfully, and giving space
for a child to express them-
selves help children develop
strong communication skills.
When children feel heard,
they learn to listen to others,
solve conflicts peacefully, and
develop emotional intelligence.
On the flip side, if a child is

constantly silenced, mocked,
or ignored, they may either
become emotionally closed-
off or seek attention in nega-
tive ways.

A child who feels heard will
grow into an adult who listens.

5. Support for Exploration:
Building Curiosity and
Confidence

Every child is born curious.
How parents respond to this
curiosity determines whether
it flourishes or fades.

When parents encourage
exploration—be it through
play, learning, or social interac-
tions—they signal that it’s okay
to make mistakes and try new
things. This builds self-con-
fidence and fosters a growth
mindset. In contrast, overpro-
tective or critical parents may
stifle exploration, leading chil-
dren to become anxious, risk-
averse, or overly dependent.

Encouragement fuels inno-
vation. Fear of failure blocks
growth.

6. Academic and Career
Influence: Future Planning
Begins Early

Parental involvement in
education can directly influ-
ence a child’s academic suc-
cess. Simple actions like help-
ing with homework, attend-
ing school events, or showing
interest in their learning make
children feel supported.

Parents who celebrate effort
rather than just achievement
foster perseverance. Addition-
ally, when parents talk about
dreams, goals, and the impor-
tance of hard work, children
develop a long-term perspec-
tive on life and career.

A parent’s belief in their
child’s potential shapes that
child’s ambitions.

7. Love Without Conditions:
Nurturing Self-Worth

Conditional love—when
children are only praised for
achievements or good behav-
ior—teaches them that they
must “earn” love. This can lead
to people-pleasing tendencies,
low self-esteem, and fear of
failure.

Unconditional love, how-
ever, tells a child: “You are
valued, no matter what.” It

power of parenting

creates a solid foundation for
healthy self-worth, emotional
stability, and authenticity.

Children loved for who they
are become adults who accept
themselves fully.

8. Conflict Resolution: Teaching
Peace Through Practice

No household is free from
disagreements. But how par-
ents handle conflicts teaches
children how to manage their
own.

If parents argue constructive-
ly—without yelling, blaming,
or name-calling—it becomes a
lesson in emotional regulation.
Children learn that it’s okay to
disagree and that problems can
be solved respectfully. On the
other hand, toxic or violent
conflict creates fear, anxiety,
and often, behavioral issues in
children.

How you fight teaches your
child how to live with others.

9. Identity and Belonging:
Cultural and Moral Foundations

Children look to their par-
ents for a sense of identity.
This includes cultural values,
religious beliefs, traditions, lan-
guage, and moral codes.

Parents who instill pride in
their heritage and values pro-
vide children with a strong
sense of belonging. Even as
they grow up and explore dif-
ferent perspectives, this core
identity acts as a compass,
helping them stay grounded.

Children anchored in iden-
tity are less likely to feel lost in
the world.

10. Dealing with Failure: Turning
Setbacks into Comebacks

The way parents respond
to their child’s failures sends
a powerful message. Is failure
seen as a shameful defeat or a
learning opportunity?

Parents who say, “It’s okay to
fail, let’s try again,” teach resil-
ience. But those who ridicule
or pressure their children into
perfection can unknowingly
foster fear, anxiety, or avoid-
ance.

Children who are allowed to
fail learn to succeed with cour-
age.

A Real-Life Example: The Story
of Kalpana Chawla :

A powerful example of how
parenting shapes a child’s
behavior and future can be
seen in the life of Kalpana
Chawla, the first Indian-born
woman to travel into space.

Born in Karnal, Haryana,
Kalpana was raised in a con-
servative society where girls
were often not encouraged
to dream beyond traditional
roles. However, her parents—
especially her father—believed
in giving her freedom, emo-
tional support, and encour-
agement. From a young age,
Kalpana was curious about the
stars and airplanes. Instead
of dismissing her dreams, her
parents nurtured her curiosity
and provided her with access
to books and learning tools.

They gave her emotional
security, modeled gender
equality at home, supported
her exploration, and celebrat-
ed her academic interest with-
out conditions. Even when she
faced societal criticism for her
ambitions, her parents stood
by her. Their trust gave her the
courage to go abroad for higher
studies and later join NASA.

Despite the obstacles she
faced, Kalpana’s grounded
upbringing helped her devel-
op resilience, humility, and
self-confidence. Her life is a
testament to how nurturing
parenting can shape a future
of excellence.

The Lasting Impact

There is no universal manual
for perfect parenting. Every
child is different, and every
parent brings their own expe-
riences into the process. But
what remains constant is this:
parenting is the most powerful
influence on a child's life.

Your actions today—how
you speak, love, guide, sup-
port, and correct—will echo
through your child’s future.
While schools may educate,
it is parents who cultivate the
emotional intelligence, values,
and behaviors that last a life-
time.

Be present. Be patient. Be
the parent you needed when
you were a child.

The writer can be contacted at
shahidhakla360@gmail.com
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AiMeD lauds govt’s progressive
reforms in publi procurement

he Association
of Indian Medi-
cal Device Indus-

try (AiMeD) on Tuesday
praised the government
for progressive reforms
in public procurement
and the robust judicial
support that ensured the
reiteration of the coun-
try's commitment to
Atmanirbharta in health-
care which became a
national imperative post-
Covid.

With policy, regula-
tions, and the judicial
framework now aligned,
Indian manufacturers
look forward to a level
playing field for tenders.

"We heartily welcome
the initiatives of the Gov-
ernment, the policymak-
ers, and the Judiciary in
driving a long-overdue
move towards fairness in
procurement," said Rajiv
Nath, Forum Coordinator,
AiMeD.

"The word is now loud
and clear: preference to
foreigners over Indians

is not only archaic -- it is
no longer legally tenable,"
Nath added.

His comments come as
the European Union (EU)
members on Monday
voted to restrict imports
of Chinese medical devic-
es, delivering a blow to a
key industry under Bei-
jing’s high-tech manufac-
turing strategy.

Nath noted that the
Indian government has
issued a series of consis-
tent and unabashed direc-
tives not to discriminate
against Indian manu-

facturers. The Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals
cautioned against the
exclusion of homegrown
manufacturers simply for
lacking foreign regulatory
approval certifications
such as USFDA or CE.

“AiMeD welcomes each
of these as groundbreak-
ing measures towards a
more inclusive and self-
sufficient procurement
system,” Nath said.

It also cited the
Supreme Court's 2025
judgment in the Gwalior
Municipal Corporation

case which deprecated
exclusionary clauses
assuming Indian incapa-
bility by multinationals.
Although the case dealt
with municipal procure-
ment, the judgment
established the general
principle of fairness in
competition, and by
extension, a precedent
that can be applied across
industries.

"This judicial clarity
provided an additional
boost of confidence to the
manufacturers in India
and sends an emphatic
message to the tendering
authorities to introspect
and improve," said Nath.

"With policy, legisla-
tion, and industry capa-
bility now aligned, we
think this is a watershed
moment for manufactur-
ers domestically.

"Particularly for those
innovating diagnostics,
surgical, and therapeutic
devices, this is a window
of opportunity to scale
impact," he said.

Study reinforces need for vaccines

to help prevent hearing loss

accination may play

s /- a significant role in

preventing hear-

ing loss in children and

adolescents, according to

a study that identified 26

infectious pathogens that

can potentially cause hear-
ing loss.

Over 1.5 billion people
worldwide are affected
by some degree of hear-
ing loss. While it is often
linked to ageing, a lesser
known but significant
cause is infections con-
tracted during childhood
and adolescence, many of
which are preventable.

According to the World
Health Organization,
nearly 60 per cent of child-
hood hearing loss could be
prevented through public
health measures such as
vaccination against rubella
and certain forms of men-
ingitis.

To probe further, a team
of researchers, including
from Université de Mon-
tréal in Canada conducted
an in-depth review of the
scientific literature.

The study, published
in the journal Communi-
cations Medicine, identi-
fied 26 infectious agents
that can potentially cause
hearing loss, including
the virus responsible for
common diseases such as
measles as well as rubella,
which is especially danger-

ous if contracted during
pregnancy because it can
harm the developing audi-
tory system and cause con-
genital deafness.

The list also includes
the virus that causes
mumps, which can lead
to sensorineural hearing
loss by damaging the inner

ear or auditory nerve, and
the bacteria Haemophilus
influenzae, Streptococcus
pneumoniae and Neisseria
meningitidis, which cause
meningitis and result
in permanent hearing
damage.

"If a vaccine is shown to
save lives, it's reasonable
for policy decisions to be
made on that basis," said
Mira Johri, a professor in
the Department of Health
Management, Evaluation
and Policy at the varsity’s
School of Public Health
(EPSUM).

"But vaccines can also
offer significant benefits in
preventing other harms,
such as hearing loss, and
these benefits deserve
greater attention."

The study recommends
including the effect of
hearing loss in vaccine
evaluations, both during
development and for
products already on the
market. This factor could
also help inform research
priorities for new vaccine
formulations.

India needs stringent front-of-pack
labelling on ultra-processed foods: Experts

front-of-pack labelling

on ultra-processed
foods (UPF) that are pre-
packaged food and bev-
erage products high in
sugar, salt, and saturated
fat, public health experts
said on Tuesday.

Even as evidence
mounts regarding health
risks posed by high fat,
sugar, and salt (HFSS) or
UPF products, a coalition
of India’s 29 leading public
health and consumer
organisations urged the
government to mandate
front-of-pack warning
labels.

According to the ICMR-
NIN Guidelines, 2024
HFSS foods are defined as
foods or diets that exceed
recommended thresholds
for added fat, sugar, or
salt. These foods are typi-
cally energy dense, low in
micronutrients and fibre,
and are associated with
increased risk of non-com-
municable diseases (NCDs)
such as obesity, diabetes,
hypertension, and cardio-

India needs a stringent

vascular disease.

“India cannot afford
to wait while NCDs esca-
late, and children become
marketing targets. Warn-
ing labels are simple, effec-
tive, and evidence based”
said Professor K. Srinath
Reddy, from the Public
Health Foundation of
India (PHFI).

The Supreme Court has
also recently expressed

concern over misleading
and insufficient food label-
ling practices.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, in his recent
‘Mann Ki Baat’ address,
emphasised the critical
need to raise awareness
among children about
their sugar consumption,
how much they are eating
and what they should ide-
ally consume.

Earlier this year, he also
emphasised on reducing
fat consumption to tackle
obesity crisis in India. He
suggested that such aware-
ness would guide them
toward healthier choices.

“Without mandatory
warning labels, the public
remains in the dark. Indus-
try interests must not
override children’s right
to health,” said Dr Arun
Gupta, Convener of NAPi,
a national think tank on
nutrition policy.

“Globally, self-regula-
tion has been ineffective.
Stringent front-of-pack
labelling rules are needed
and must be enforced,” he
added quoting the Eco-
nomic Survey.

The Supreme Court, in
a Public Interest Litiga-
tion hearing (April 2025),
directed the government
to amend the 2022 Draft
Regulation within three
months, stating food pack-
ets “have no information”
and raised concern about
products like Kurkure and

Maggi.

Australian researchers develop brain
training game for drug-free pain relief

ustralian research-
ers have developed
a new interactive

game, showing early
promise as a non-invasive,
drug-free alternative for
managing chronic nerve
pain.

The project, called
PainWaive, trains users to
regulate abnormal brain
activity linked to neuro-
pathic pain, Xinhua news
agency reported.

Developed by research-
ers from the University of
New South Wales (UNSW),
the game uses a headset to
monitor brainwaves in real
time while players engage
with a mobile game that
rewards healthy brain-
wave patterns, offering
a potential home-based
replacement for painkill-
ers such as opioids.

Three out of four partic-
ipants reported significant
pain reduction after four
weeks of use in a recent
trial. Their relief was com-
parable to or greater than
what is typically achieved
with opioid medication,

Real-time
EEG-recordings

the team found.

The game is based on
disrupted brainwave activ-
ity in people with nerve
pain, particularly changes
in the thalamus -- a key
relay centre in the brain.

The technology helps
users retrain abnormal
brain activity using mental
strategies like relaxation
or positive imagery, said
Sylvia Gustin, professor
at UNSW. The findings are
published in the Journal of
Pain.

“Participants felt

Visual feedback

empowered to manage
their pain in their own
environment. That’s a
huge part of what makes
this special,” said Dr Negin
Hesam-Shariati from
UNSW’s NeuroRecovery
Research Hub.
Participants used a low-
cost EEG (electroencepha-
logram) headset and tab-
let-based game at home,
with remote monitoring
by researchers.
Designed using 3D
printing and open-source
parts, the headset costs

Neuromodulation
via the gaming
.. interface

around $193.7, far cheaper
than commercial systems,
and uses wet electrodes
to target the brain's senso-
rimotor cortex for accu-
rate pain-related readings,

PainWaive's design pri-
oritises accessibility for
those with limited access
to conventional treat-
ments, Gustin said. She
added that recruitment is
underway for two larger
trials targeting chronic
spinal pain and neuro-
pathic pain from spinal
cord injuries.

Early exposure to pet dogs may lower

Kkids' risk of eczema: Study

arly exposure to pet
E dogs may lower the

risk of developing
atopic eczema -- a condi-
tion characterised by dry,
itchy, and inflamed skin --
among children who are
genetically prone to the
condition.

Eczema is an itchy skin
disorder caused by a com-
bination of genetic and
environmental effects,
but little is known about
how the two interact.

The findings provide
new insights into what
could cause eczema in
children and how envi-
ronmental factors may
influence genetic risk,
experts say.

The study did not
look at the effect of dog
exposure in the treat-
ment of existing eczema,
and experts caution that
introducing a dog may
make symptoms worse
in some children.

“We know that genetic
make-up affects a child’s
risk of developing eczema
and previous studies have
shown that owning a pet
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dog may be protective,
but this is the first study to
show how this may occur
at a molecular level,” said
Sara J. Brown, from the
University of Edinburgh.

“More work is needed,
but our findings mean we
have a chance to inter-
vene in the rise of allergic
disease, to protect future
generations,” she added.

For the research pub-
lished in Allergy, the

team analysed data from
16 European studies
to test for interactions
between the 24 most sig-
nificant eczema-associat-
ed genetic variants and 18
early-life environmental
factors.

They applied their
findings to an additional
10 studies and used lab
modelling tests to assess
their results.

The first analysis

(including 25,339 individ-
uals) showed suggestive
evidence for interaction
between seven environ-
mental factors (antibiotic
use, cat ownership, dog
ownership, breastfeed-
ing, elder sibling, smok-
ing, and washing prac-
tices) and at least one
established genetic vari-
ant for eczema, with 14
interactions in total.

In the additional analy-
sis (254,532 individuals),
dog exposure interacted
with a particular genetic
risk variant on chromo-
some 5, near the gene
that codes for the inter-
leukin-7 receptor, a pro-
tein involved in immune
cell function.

Lab modelling tests
showed that this variant
affects the expression of
interleukin-7 receptors in
human skin cells and that
dog exposure modifies
the genetic effect of this
variant on the develop-
ment of eczema, essen-
tially providing a protec-
tive effect by suppressing
skin inflammation.

'Maternal exposure to toxic air during
pregnancy can raise premature birth risk'

7

xposure to the tiny
Eparticles in air pol-
lution during preg-
nancy can disrupt mater-
nal metabolisms, altering
key biological pathways,
according to a study.
These changes were
associated with an
increased risk of various
negative birth outcomes,
including premature
birth, said researchers
from Emory University.
Preterm birth is also
linked to complications
such as cerebral palsy,
respiratory distress syn-
drome, and long-term
noncommunicable dis-
ease risks, while early-
term births (37-39 weeks
of gestation) are also asso-
ciated with increased neo-
natal morbidity and devel-
opmental challenges.
Approximately 10 per
cent of the preterm births
in the world are attribut-
able to PM2.5 exposure.
"The link between air
pollution and premature
birth has been well estab-
lished, but for the first
time we were able to look

at the detailed pathway
and specific fine particles
to identify how they are
reflected in the increased
risk of adverse birth out-
comes," said lead author
Donghai Liang, and asso-
ciate professor of envi-
ronmental health at the
varsity’s Rollins School of
Public Health.

"This is important
because if we can figure
out the 'why' and 'how'
then we can know better

how to address it," Liang
added.

The study, which ana-
lysed blood samples pro-
vided by 330 pregnant
women, identified two
substances -- cortexolone
and lysoPE -- as factors in
the relationship between
short-term air pollution
exposure and elevated
risk of early births, offer-
ing a potential mecha-
nism through which air
pollution triggers prema-

ture labour.

The study highlighted
disruptions in protein
digestion and absorp-
tion -- which are vital to
foetal development and
immune function -- as
potential links between
air pollution and early
births, also offering new
potential targets for pre-
vention efforts.

Of the 330 women who
participated in the study,
66 (20 per cent) delivered
preterm babies and 54
(16.4 per cent) delivered
early-term babies, both
of which are significantly
higher than the preva-
lence in the general US
population.

The researchers said it
is critical to gain a better
understanding of these
pathways and molecules
affected by pollution.

“In the future, we may
be able to target some of
these molecules to devel-
op effective strategies or
clinical interventions that
could help reduce these
adverse health effects,"
Liang noted.
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North India's First Oceanarium set to Revolutionize
Jammu's Tourism Economy: Kavinder

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Senior Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader and
former Deputy Chief Min-
ister of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Kavinder Gupta, has
hailed the upcoming inau-
guration of North India’s
first oceanarium, and the
third in the country, at
Bagh-e-Bahu in Jammu.
This landmark project,
nearing completion, is
poised to become a game-
changer for the region’s
tourism economy, show-
casing the dynamic gov-
ernance and visionary
leadership of the BJP-led
administration.

The state-of-the-art
oceanarium, a pioneer-
ing initiative in North
India, will offer visitors an
unparalleled immersive
experience, featuring a
diverse range of aquatic

life, including exotic fish
species and majestic
sharks. He expressed that
the facility is designed to
captivate tourists, marine
enthusiasts, and families
alike with its cutting-edge
displays, providing both
education and entertain-
ment. This ambitious
project underscores the
BJP-led administration’s
commitment to enhancing
Jammu’s stature as a pre-
mier tourist destination
while fostering economic
growth in the region.
Speaking on the signifi-
cance of the oceanarium,
Kavinder Gupta remarked,

“The completion of North
India’s first oceanarium in
Jammu is a historic mile-
stone that reflects the
transformative vision of
the BJP-led administration.
This world-class facility
will not only offer a unique
experience for visitors but
also position Jammu as a
hub for tourism and eco-
nomic development. By
showcasing the wonders
of marine life, we are cre-
ating opportunities for
education, employment,
and sustainable growth in
the region.”

The oceanarium, strate-
gically located at the scenic

Bagh-e-Bahu, is expected
to draw thousands of visi-
tors from across the coun-
try and beyond, boosting
local businesses, hospi-
tality, and allied sectors.
The project aligns with the
administration’s broader
agenda of promoting sus-
tainable tourism and high-
lighting Jammu’s rich cul-
tural and natural heritage.
The facility’s advanced
infrastructure, coupled
with its focus on conser-
vation and education, will
provide a platform to raise
awareness about marine
ecosystems and their pres-
ervation.

Gupta further empha-
sized the economic ripple
effect of the oceanarium,
stating, “This project is
a testament to the BJP’s
commitment to fostering
development that ben-
efits every section of soci-
ety. The oceanarium will

create direct and indirect
employment opportuni-
ties, empower local entre-
preneurs, and elevate
Jammu’s tourism profile
on the national and global
stage.”

He elaborates that
with the procurement
of diverse fish species,
including sharks, under-
way, the oceanarium is in
its final stages of prepara-
tion and will soon open its
doors to the public. This
monumental initiative is
set to redefine Jammu’s
tourism landscape, offer-
ing a unique blend of
adventure, education,
and entertainment. The
BJP-led administration
invites citizens, tourists,
and marine enthusiasts
to witness this historic
milestone and experi-
ence the wonders of the
ocean right in the heart of
Jammu.

GDC Sunderbani organizes Two-Day

Yoga Workshop to Celebrate IYD-2025

JINEWS SERVICE
NOWSHERA, JUNE 18

In celebration of Inter-
national Yoga Day NCC
Unit of GDC Sunderbani
is proud to announce a
Two-Day Yoga Workshop
to be held on [18-06-2025
& 19-06-2025] at the col-
lege campus. The event is
aimed at promoting physi-
cal well-being, mental
clarity, and emotional
balance among students,
faculty, and staff of the
college.

Organized by the NCC
Unit the workshop will
feature experienced yoga
instructors who will guide
participants through a
variety of yoga practices
including asanas (pos-
tures), pranayama (breath-
ing techniques), medita-
tion, and discussions on
the philosophy and health
benefits of yoga.

Dr. Vandana Verma,

Principal remarked, “This
initiative reflects our
commitment to holistic
education and wellness.
International Yoga Day
is the perfect occasion to
encourage our community
to embrace healthier and

more mindful lifestyles.”

This workshop not only
honors the global recog-
nition of yoga but also
strengthens the college's
mission to foster a bal-
anced and resilient com-
munity.

DC conducts inspection of Reasi Town

JINEWS SERVICE
REASI, JUNE 18

to address public grievances

Deputy Commissioner
Nidhi Malik today conduct-
ed an extensive inspection
of Reasi town and interact-
ed with public regarding
the issues related to civic
amenities.

During the visit, the DC
interacted with members
of the Market Association,
former councillors, and
the general public to dis-
cuss the civic concerns.
The public demanded
development of parking
space, replacement and
repair of street and solar
lights, upgrading of drain-
age system, stringing of
power wires and augmen-
tation of water supply.

DC Nidhi Malik issued
on the spot instructions to
concerned departments to
take measures to address
the issues. The Power

Development Department
(PDD) was directed to
prepare a list of damaged
street and solar lights for
prompt repair.

The Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE) depart-
ment was instructed to
deploy water tankers to
bridge gaps in the water
supply, while the Public
Works Department (PWD)
was tasked with prepar-

ing a Detailed Project
Report (DPR) to improve
the drainage system. The
Executive Officer (CEO)
Municipal Council was
instructed to follow all
identified issues and
ensure their timely reso-
lution.

Additionally, several
healthcare-related griev-
ances were brought to the
DC’s attention. The Chief

Medical Officer (CMO) was
directed to take immediate
steps to address these con-
cerns and provide quality
healthcare services to the
public.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also reaffirmed
the administration’s com-
mitment to upkeep and
maintaining of important
tourist attractions, such as
Sulla Park and Bhimgarh
Fort, as part of the broader
initiative to promote tour-
ism in the district.

DC Nidhi Malik assured
the public that all griev-
ances will be addressed
on priority and an action
taken report will be pre-
pared to ensure transpar-
ency and accountability.

ADC Rakesh Kumar,
Tehsildar, officials from
PWD, PHE, PDD and other
departments accompa-
nied the DC during the
tour.

Prof. Amitabh Mattoo conferred with

India-Australia St

JINEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

In a moment of pride and
recognition, Prof. Amitabh
Mattoo, one of India’s most
respected academics and
policy thinkers, was hon-
oured during a prestigious
ceremony commemorat-
ing five years of the Austra-
lia-India Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership. The
landmark event celebrated
the growing collaboration
between the two nations
and paid tribute to indi-
viduals who have played
a pivotal role in nurturing
and advancing this vital
bilateral relationship.
Held in the presence
of senior dignitaries, dip-
lomats, and thought lead-
ers from both countries,
the felicitation ceremony
recognised Prof. Mattoo’s
enduring contribution as
a bridge of understanding,

cooperation, and strategic
trust between India and
Australia. A renowned
international affairs schol-
ar and former Advisor to
the Government of Jammu
& Kashmir, Prof. Mattoo
has long championed the
cause of deeper academic,
cultural, and strategic ties
between the two democ-
racies.

Prof. Mattoo was the
inaugural Director of the
Australia India Institute
both at the University of
Melbourne and at its New
Delhi Chapter, where he
played a transformative
role in shaping the intel-
lectual and diplomatic

rategic Award
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dialogue between the two
countries. He also holds
the position of Honorary
Professor at the Univer-
sity of Melbourne, further
solidifying his influence
and commitment to Indo-
Australian collaboration
in higher education and
public policy.

The event witnessed
Prof. Mattoo being present-
ed with a token of honour
and appreciation on
stage, amidst resounding
applause. Expressing his
emotions on social media,
Prof. Mattoo shared, “A
deep honour, humbling &
overwhelming.”

Over the years, Prof.

Mattoo has been instru-
mental in forging robust
partnerships across edu-
cational institutions, think
tanks, and policy circles.
His visionary leadership
has led to several high-
impact academic and
policy exchanges that
have enriched the strategic
relationship between India
and Australia.

Launched in June 2020,
the Australia-India Com-
prehensive Strategic Part-
nership has since evolved
into a multifaceted frame-
work encompassing coop-
eration across defence,
trade, education, technol-
ogy, and regional security.
Honouring Prof. Mattoo
at this milestone celebra-
tion is a testament to the
impact of individuals who
have laid the intellectual
and strategic foundations
of this vital global partner-
ship.

Modi’s Governance delivers development with transparency: Vibodh

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Jammu and Kash-
mir General Secretary
and former MLC Vibodh
Gupta strongly empha-
sized the transformative
development taking place
across the Union Terri-
tory under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
*Viksit Bharat*. Speaking
at a Shakti Kendra Choupal
held in Kalyan Pur, Marh
(Jammu North), Vibodh
highlighted the govern-
ment’s commitment to
transparent governance,
grassroots empowerment,
and inclusive progress.

Addressing the public
gathering, Vibodh Gupta
said, “Jammu and Kash-
mir is moving forward
with confidence and
speed under the dynamic
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Modi. Development,
which was once a distant
dream, is now a ground
reality—from rural infra-
structure to digital ser-
vices, every sector is wit-
nessing unprecedented
growth.”

Vibodh further added
that the government’s
focus on grassroots-level
development has empow-
ered the common people,
ensuring that benefits of
various welfare schemes
reach even the most
remote areas. “PM Modi’s
model of *Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vish-

was* is not just a slogan—
it’s a working philosophy
that is transforming lives,”
he said.

Vibodh also praised
the pace of implementa-
tion of central govern-
ment schemes such as

*Ayushman Bharat*, *PM
Awas Yojana*, and *Digital
India*, which have brought
health insurance, housing,
and digital infrastructure
to underserved communi-
ties. He stressed that these
initiatives have improved

the quality of life and cre-
ated new opportunities for
the youth of Jammu and
Kashmir.

BJP MLA from Marh,
Surinder Baghat, empha-
sized the impact of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visionary leadership, stat-
ing that under the dynamic
leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the
vision of Viksit Bharat is
no longer just an dream- it
is being implemented on
the ground with determi-
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Executive Engineer,
Transmission Line Maintt. Div.-1V,
Jammu

nation and vision. He high-
lighted various schemes of
central government which
has benefited the margin-
alised sections of society.
The transformation is a
direct result of PM Modi’s

focus on inclusive growth
and grassroots-level devel-
opment.

District President Nand
Kishore said that Prime
Minister Modi’s commit-
ment to building a Viksit

Bharat is ensuring that
even the remotest villages
in the country are part of
India’s growth story. He
stringly asserted that the
development that was
once limited to paper

promises under earlier
regimes is now visible on
the ground—from electrifi-
cation and clean drinking
water to digital services
and transparent gover-
nance.

upto 21% June, 2025.
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NCC Cadets of SMVDU participate in Pre-NIC
Camp at NCC Training Academy, Nagrota

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

In a commendable display
of discipline, enthusiasm,
and national spirit, two
NCC cadets from Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi University
(SMVDU) — Cadet Charvi
Thakur and Cadet Saher
Sharma, participated in
the Pre-National Integra-
tion Camp (Pre-NIC) held
at the NCC Training Acad-
emy, Nagrota (J&K). The
camp aimed to prepare
and shortlist cadets for the
Special National Integration
Camp (SNIC), a prestigious
platform that fosters unity
and cultural exchange
among youth from across
the country.

The camp offered a struc-
tured and intensive train-
ing program that included
daily Physical Training
(PT) sessions, where cadets
engaged in fitness drills and

exercises to improve endur-
ance, discipline, and coor-
dination. Cadets also under-
went professional Wushu
training, which equipped
them with self-defense
skills and helped enhance
focus, strength, and agility.
In addition to physical and
leadership training, Cadets
showcased their talents by
activelyparticipating in the
cultural events organized
during the camp. These

events included group sing-
ing, dance performances,
dramatics, and state-wise
cultural presentations that
celebrated India’s rich
diversity. Their spirited per-
formances helped promote
cultural harmony and left a
lasting impression on fellow
cadets and instructors.
Both cadets also under-
went various modules of
the Pre-SNIC selection pro-
cess. These were designed

to identify cadets with lead-
ership potential and a deep
sense of national pride to
represent the region at the
SNIC. Dr. Varun Dutta, NCC
Coordinator, and Ms. Deep-
ika Malik, CTO, NCC from
SMVDU consistently moti-
vated and guided the cadets
throughout their prepara-
tion and participation.
Their mentorship
played a vital role in
encouraging the cadets
to excel in all spheres of
the camp. On this proud
occasion, Prof. Pragati
Kumar, Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor, and Sh. Ajay
Kumar Sharma, Registrar,
SMVDU, congratulated the
cadets for their outstand-
ing participation. They
appreciated the efforts of
the NCC unit of SMVDU
in fostering leadership,
cultural awareness, and a
spirit of service and unity
among the students.

2nd District Magistrate Open Chess
Championship 2025 concludes at Poonch

JINEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JUNE 18

The 2nd District Magistrate
Open Chess Championship
2025 concluded today at
Dina Nath Rafiq Memo-
rial (DNRM) Girls Higher
Secondary School. The
event was organized by
the District Administration
Poonch in collaboration
with the Department of
Youth Services and Sports.

Deputy Commissioner
Vikas Kundal attended the
closing ceremony as the
Chief Guest. He congratu-
lated the participants and
gave away trophies and
cash prizes to the winners
for their excellent perfor-
mance.

In the girl’s category,
Heena Mir secured 1st posi-
tion, Musarat Nayeem 2nd
and Vanshika Raina 3rd.

In the boy’s category,
Rashid Manzoor stood
1st, followed by Suryanish
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Sharma in 2nd and Raman
Sharma in 3rd place.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner appreciated the
efforts of the Youth Servic-
es and Sports Department
and the school for pro-
moting sports among the
youth. He also announced

the introduction of rugby
in the district to further
engage young talent.

The championship
ended on a high note,
reflecting the growing
interest and talent in chess
among students of the
region.

Commissioner
Secretary reviews
functioning

of FCS&CA
department

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Commissioner Secretary
Food, Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs (FCS&CA), Sau-
rabh Bhagat, today reviewed
overall functioning of the
department in a meeting
held here. Director FCS&CA
Kashmir, Dr. Owais Ahmed
besides senior officers of the
departmentincluding district
officers attended the meet-
ing. The Director FCS&CA,
Kashmir, apprised the Com-
missioner Secretary of the
stock and supply position of
foodgrains and Petroleum
Products in the division.
It was also informed that
more than 70% distribution
of foodgrains for the current
month has been completed
while lifting for the month of
July is also going on subse-
quently.

Mission YUVA boosts youth
empowerment in Rajouri: 21
projects cleared for funding by DLIC
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JINEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, JUNE 18

The District Level Imple-
mentation Committee
(DLIC) under Mission
YUVA was held today
in Rajouri. The meet-
ing was chaired by the
District Development
Commissioner Rajouri,
Abhishek Sharma. The
meeting aimed to review
and approve applica-
tions received under the
Mission YUVA initiative,
designed to foster youth
entrepreneurship and
self-employment.

A total of 31 applica-
tions, verified by the
SBDU, were presented for
consideration. Following
a comprehensive evalua-
tion based on eligibility,
business viability, and
the applicants' socio-eco-
nomic background, all
applications secrutinised
for financial assistance
and handholding sup-
port under the Mission
YUVA framework. After
thorough verification of
documents/DPRs etc, 21
cases were approved by
the DLIC.

Addressing the com-
mittee, the Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized

oeveca,,

the vital role of self-

employment in empow-
ering youth, instructing
all departments to ensure
timely fund disburse-
ment, robust monitoring,
and dedicated mentoring
to guarantee the sustain-
ability of the supported
ventures.

During the meeting,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner underscored the
importance of expand-
ing outreach activities,
organizing awareness
camps, and conducting
mobile registration drives
to ensure the benefits of
Mission YUVA reach every
eligible youth in the dis-
trict. “Mission YUVA is not
just a scheme—it’s a move-
ment to promote innova-
tion, self-reliance and
employment generation,”
he stated, reaffirming the
administration’s commit-
ment to continuous sup-
port and monitoring.

The meeting was
attended by key officials
including the Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Deputy Director Employ-
ment, Functional Man-
ager DIC, Lead District
Manager, DDM NABARD
and District Nodal Officer
JKEDI.

DYSS Kathua organizes Common
Protocol Yoga Sessions ahead of IYD

JINEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, JUNE 18

In the run-up to the 1ith
International Yoga Day on
June 21, the Department of
Youth Services and Sports
(DYSS), Kathua, organized
a series of Common Pro-
tocol Yoga sessions across
various schools in the dis-
trict. These sessions were

conducted during
morning assemblies
and saw enthusiastic
participation from
both students and
staff.

Under the guid-
ance of yoga experts,
participants were
introduced to differ-
ent aspects of yoga,
including its scientific
benefits, its positive
impact on academic
performance, and practi-
cal ways to incorporate
yoga into daily routines.

The initiative highlights
DYSS Kathua’s commit-
ment to promoting physi-
cal and mental well-being
among students, rein-
forcing the importance
of yoga in achieving holis-
tic development and a
healthy lifestyle.

Pre-Yoga Day Event organized at
Ved Mandir Bal Ashram, Jammu

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

As part of the preparations
for International Yoga Day
(June 21), a special yoga
program was organized
today at Ved Mandir Bal
Ashram, Amphalla, Jammu.
The event was graced by
renowned social activist
and National Incharge of
the Rashtriya Gau Raksha
Samiti, Movement Kalki,
Mr. Mohit Sharma as the
Chief Guest.

The program was
chaired by the District
AYUSH Department,
Jammu, with the presence
of Dr. Himani Bhutyal
(Nodal Officer), who edu-
cated the children about
health, discipline, and the
significance of yoga.

Yoga instructors Ms.
Riya and Mr. Kunal Jamwal
taught the children simple
and effective yoga asanas.
The children actively and
enthusiastically practiced
and repeated exercises like
Tadasana, Vajrasana, Anu-
lom-Vilom, and Bhramari

Pranayama.

Distinguished members
of the Bal Ashram — Shri
Nagarmal Ji, Shri Vijay
Ji, Ms. Amita Ji, and Shri
Puran Chand Sharma Ji —
were also present, encour-
aging the children and con-
tributing to the success of
the event.

The objective of the
program was not only to
promote physical health
but also to instill mental
balance, discipline, and an
understanding of Indian
cultural values among the
children. The curiosity,
energy, and eagerness to
learn displayed by the chil-
dren impressed all attend-
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ees.

Chief Guest Mr. Mohit
Sharma, in his address,
said:

"Yoga is not merely phys-
ical exercise but a means of
purifying the soul and sta-
bilizing the mind. Introduc-
ing children to yoga from
an early age is a crucial step
toward shaping them into
balanced, self-reliant, and
disciplined citizens."

The event concluded
with a group yoga demon-
stration by all the children,
who showcased the prac-
tices they had learned with
great concentration and
enthusiasm, leaving the
guests highly impressed.

SWD distributes free aids,
appliances among Divyangjans
& senior citizens at Ramnagar

JINEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JUNE 18

Department of Social Wel-
fare Udhampur organized
free distribution camp of
aids and appliances for
senior citizens under RVY
scheme and for Divayang-
jans under ADIP in Tehsil
Social Welfare Office Ram-
nagar in collaboration with
ALIMCO.

MLA Ramnagar, Sunil
Bhardwaj graced the occa-
sion as chief guest.

District Social Welfare
Officer, Kanika Gupta pre-
sented welcome address
and apprised the chair
about the details of the
camp.

A total of 354 devices
were to be handed over to
149 beneficiaries costing
around Rs. 10 lacs.

While speaking on the
occasion, MLA Ramnagar,
Sunil Bhardwaj congratu-

lated the beneficiaries
and applauded the efforts
of Social Welfare Depart-
ment in serving the needy
people. He distributed vari-
ous assistive devices such
as motorized tricycle, arti-
ficial limbs, wheelchairs,
hearing aid and cane sticks
among the beneficiaries.
He also directed the depart-
ment to organize such
camps at regular interval
so that left out beneficiary
if any is covered.

The program saw gath-
ering of around 200 people
including team from Artifi-
cial Limbs Organization of
India, SHO Ramnagar, staff
of Social Welfare and ben-
eficiaries of the scheme.

Earlier in the previous
day, a similar distribu-
tion camp was organized
in Block Majalta covering
around 50 beneficiaries to
whom 87 devices were dis-
tributed.

Indian Army
Mountaineering
Expedition honours
Galwan Heroes

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

To promote border
area tourism in the
Union Territory of
Ladakh, the Indian
Army conducted a
mountaineering expe-
dition to Mount Shahi
Kangri and Mount
Silver Peak. The expe-
dition was flagged off
on 28 May 2025 by
Lt Gen Hitesh Bhalla,
GOC Fire and Fury
Corps and culminated
on 18 Jun 2025. The
expedition honoured
the valour of Ladakhi
soldiers who laid down
their lives during the
Galwan conflict.

Comprising 28
highly skilled person-
nel trained in ice and
rock craft, the team
demonstrated excep-
tional endurance
and technical prow-
ess in high-altitude
mountaineering. The
peaks, located in the
Karakoram Range
southwest of the Dep-
sang Plains, are snow-
bound round the year
and known for their
extreme terrain and
climate.

Mizoram makes history by
inking BHASHINI MoU with
Gol to bridge linguistic gaps

JINEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

A historical Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) was inked (signed)
between Government of
Mizoram through Amit
Sharma, Secretary to the
Government of Mizoram,
Infor-mation & Communi-
cations Technology (ICT)
and Cooperation Depart-
ments and Amitabh Nag,
Chief Executive Officer,
Bhashini Division, Min-
istry of Electronics &
Information Technology
(MeitY), Gov-ernment of
India, in the presence of
Chief Secretary Mizoram
Khilli Ram Meena and
Additional Secre-tary,
MeitY Abhishek Singh
today at the Conference
Hall of Electronics Niket-
an, MeitY, New Delhi.

With this important
and historical milestone
for Mizoram which was
achieved today, through
the in-troduction of multi-
linguistic Al-based model
of Bhashini in the state
of Mizoram, the Govern-
ment working and even
the general public, shall
get highly benefitted with
the usage of this platform
for live conversion of text-
to-text, text-to-speech,
speech-to-text and even,
speech-to-speech from
Mizo language to any
other popular Indian lan-
guage like English or Hindi
and vice-versa.

Secretary ICT Mizoram
expressed deep gratitude
to the MeitY, Govern-
ment of India for taking
special initiative to bring

Mizoram, amongst all
states in North Eastern
Region (NER), in this Arti-
ficial Intelli-gence based
multi-linguistic fold and
help this much-needed
cause of public here, who
are largely con-versant
with Mizo language only.

Also, Chief Secretary
Mizoram Khilli Ram
Meena, who visited MeitY
for Bhashini-signing cer-
emony to-day, mentioned
that this partnership with
BHASHINI will make digi-
tal governance truly acces-
sible to every Mizo citizen.
He further said that by
preserving Mizo language
while embracing technolo-
gy, we are building a more
inclusive digital future for
Mizoram.

While sharing his views,
Secretary ICT Mizoram
Amit Sharma said that
BHASHINTI's multilingual
technol-ogy will transform
how we serve our citizens.
This collaboration shall
ensure that tribal com-
munities of Mizoram can
access digital services
in their native language,
making governance more

inclusive and culturally
sensitive.

Additional Secretary
MeitY, at this histori-
cal occasion said that
Bhashini’s implementa-
tion as an Al-driven Large
Language Model (LLM)
should be done strongly
through organization of a
big Workshop in Mizoram
soon, led by Chief Minister
& all Ministers of Mizoram
and inclusion of colleges
and schools through
Hackathons, Quiz Com-
petitions, etc in a Mission
Mode manner for next few
months so that Bhashini’s
maximum usage could
improve its accuracy-lev-
els in times to come.

The ceremony got con-
cluded with the exchange
of MoU and related docu-
ments between the Gov-
ernment of Mizoram and
Bhashini team with a
resolve to partner togeth-
er in usage of Al-driven
Bhashini Rajyam platform
in all Government and
Public platforms in a big
way for its sustained usage
by Mizos in the times to
come.

Manish Sahni urges action to protect
Holy Him Shivling for safe Darshan
during Shri Amarnath Yatra

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Shiv Sena (UBT) Jammu-
Kashmir unit chief Manish
Sahni has demanded to take
appropriate steps to keep
the Holy Him Shivling safe
for darshan till the duration
of the annual Shri Amar-
nath Yatra which is going
on from 3 July to 9 August.
The party state chief
Manish Sahni has justified
the decision of the Shrine
Board not to provide heli-
copter service for the safety
of the pilgrims and the Holy

Him Shivling. Sahni said
that although this deci-
sion will definitely cause
inconvenience to some
pilgrims, the safety of the
pilgrims is paramount. At
the same time, the increas-
ing number of helicopter
flights and excessive noise
was proving to be a reason

for the premature melting
of the naturally formed
Holy Him Shivling in the
Amarnath cave temple. In
the last few years, the Holy
Him Shivling was disap-
pearing before the end of
the Yatra period, due to
which the devotees coming
on the Yatra in the last days
were not getting the chance
to have darshan. Sahni has
demanded from the Shrine
Board to make all appropri-
ate arrangements to keep
the Him Shivling safe for
darshan during the yatra
period.
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PM Modi terms visit to Croatia a
special one; is welcomed by Indian

AGENCIES
ZAGREB (CROATIA), JUNE 18

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi today termed his
visit to Croatia as a special
one, it being the first ever
by an Indian Prime Min-
ister to the central Euro-
pean nation. He thanked
Prime Minister Andrej
Plenkovi¢ for the special
gesture of welcoming him
at the airport.

In a post on X, the PM
said:

“A short while ago,
landed in Zagreb, Croa-
tia. This is a special visit,
the first ever by an Indian
Prime Minister to a valued
European partner. I am
grateful to Prime Minister
Andrej Plenkovic for the
special gesture of welcom-
ing me at the airport.”

The Indian community
also gave a rousing wel-
come to the PM.

“Croatia's Indian com-
munity has contributed
to Croatia's progress and
also remained in touch
with their roots in India.
In Zagreb, I interacted
with some members of
the Indian community,
who accorded me an
unforgettable welcome.
There is immense enthu-
siasm among the Indian
community here about

diaspora, Sanskrit chants

this visit and its impact in
making the bond between
our nations stronger than
ever before!”

Later, the PM was treat-
ed to the chanting of San-
skrit shlokas by a group
in Zagreb. The PM who
was seen appreciating
the chanting, posted on
X: “The bonds of culture
are strong and vibrant!
Here is a part of the wel-
come in Zagreb. Happy to
see Indian culture has so
much respect in Croatia”

The two nations are
expected to sign a number
of memorandums and
bilateral agreements
across various sectors,
including agriculture,

culture, and education,
during the talks between
Prime Minister Modi and
Croatian PM Plenkovic.

In the evening, the PM
is to meet President Zoran
Milanovic.

“India is one of Croatia’s
most important partners
in Asia. This is a historic,
first visit by an Indian
Prime Minister. It is the
world’s most populous
country, with 1.44 billion
people,” said PM Plenkovic¢
at a government session
on Wednesday.

He described the bilat-
eral relations between the
two countries as good and
“on the rise,” adding that
Modi is visiting Croatia at

his invitation, following
the G7 summit in Canada.

India officially recog-
nised Croatia in May 1992,
and diplomatic relations
were established in July of
the same year.

Croatia and India have
rarely exchanged visits at
the highest level. Presi-
dent Stjepan Mesi¢ paid
an official visit to India in
2002, and then-President
of India Ram Nath Kovind
made a return visit in 2019.

According to data, trade
between the two countries
from January to November
2024 amounted to approx-
imately USD 306 million,
with Croatia running a sig-
nificant trade deficit.

Govt unveils Rs 3,000 FASTag annual

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

In a major push towards
hassle-free and efficient
highway travel, the gov-
ernment on Wednesday
announced the launch of a
FASTag-based annual pass,
priced at Rs 3,000, effec-
tive from August 15.

The pass, designed
exclusively for non-com-
mercial private vehicles
such as cars, jeeps, and
vans will be valid for one
year from the date of
activation or up to 200
highway trips, whichever
is earlier, Nitin Gadkari,
Minister of Road Trans-

pass for Pvt vehicles from Aug 15

port & Highways posted
this information on social
media platform X.

The annual pass will
enable seamless move-
ment across National High-
ways and aims to address
long-standing issues at toll

plazas, especially those
located within a 60 km
range, he said.

A dedicated link for acti-
vation and renewal will
soon be made available on
the Rajmarg Yatra App as
well as on the official web-

sites of National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
and Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH).

This policy will address
the long-standing con-
cerns regarding toll plazas
located within a 60 km
range and simplify the toll
payments through a single,
affordable transaction.

By reducing wait times,
easing congestion, and
minimising disputes at
toll plazas, the annual pass
aims to deliver a faster and
smoother travel experi-
ence for millions of private
vehicle owners, the Minis-
ter added.

INS Arnala commissioned into
Indian Navy in Visakhapatnam

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

INS Arnala, the first of
the Anti-Submarine War-
fare Shallow Water Crafts,
was commissioned into
the Eastern Naval Com-
mand of the Indian Navy
on Wednesday in the
presence of General Anil
Chauhan, Chief of Defence
Staff, at Naval Dockyard,
Visakhapatnam.
Designed for a broad
range of Anti-Submarine
operations, INS Arnala is
equipped to conduct sub-
surface surveillance and
interdiction, search and
rescue missions; and Low-
Intensity Maritime Opera-
tions (LIMO), a Defence
Ministry statement said.
This 77-metre-long war-
ship, with a gross tonnage
of over 1490 tonnes, is the
largest Indian Naval war-
ship to be propelled by
a diesel engine-waterjet

combination.

The commissioning of
INS Arnala not only rein-
forces India’s defence
capability but also high-
lights the triumph of indig-
enous design, engineer-
ing, and manufacturing.

As India continues its
maritime journey toward
greater self-reliance,
INS Arnala stands as a
proud symbol of national
strength, industrial part-
nership and naval excel-

lence.

In his address, the CDS
underscored the Indian
Navy’s remarkable transi-
tion from a "Buyer's Navy"
to a "Builder's Navy", high-
lighting this as the back-
bone of the country’s Blue
Water aspirations. With
large number of ships cur-
rently under construction
in India — including capital
warships and auxiliaries -
India has emerged as a
formidable force in ship-

building.

Indigenous war-
ships now feature
cutting-edge home-
grown systems rang-
ing from stealth
technology to elec-
tronic warfare suites
and advanced sen-
sors significantly
enhancing combat
preparedness and
progressively realis-
ing the vision of Aat-
manirbhar Bharat.
The CDS commended the
Indian Navy for the stead-
fast commitment to trans-
forming strategic vision
into tangible outcomes via
the indigenous route.

The induction of INS
Arnala, named after the
historic coastal fort off
Maharashtra, is a step in
the direction of building
naval capabilities in line
with the force levels envis-
aged to meet the challeng-
es of the future.

Shah approves Rs 2006 cr Central aid for
recovery and reconstruction in Himachal

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

In a significant step
towards rebuilding disas-
ter-affected regions, a
high-level committee,
chaired by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday approved Rs
2006.40 crore in Central
assistance to Himachal
Pradesh.

The financial aid is ear-
marked for recovery and
reconstruction activities in
the wake of the devastat-
ing floods, landslides, and
cloudbursts that struck the
state in 2023, a Home Min-
istry statement said.

The committee, com-
prising of Finance Minis-
ter, Agriculture Minister
and Vice Chairman NITI
Aayog as members con-
sidered the proposal for
financial assistance to the
state from recovery and
reconstruction funding
window under National
Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF). The committee
has approved the recovery
plan of Rs 2006.40 crore
to Himachal Pradesh,

which will help the state in
carrying out recovery and
reconstruction activities,
arisen due to damage and
destruction that occurred
in 2023 monsoon due to
floods, cloudbursts and
landslides.

Out of this, Rs 1,504.80
crore will be the Central
share from recovery and
reconstruction funding
window under NDRF. Ear-
lier, on December 12, 2023,
the Ministry of Home
Affairs had approved addi-
tional financial assistance
of Rs 633.73 crore from
the NDRF for Himachal
Pradesh, which was affect-
ed by this disaster.

The statement said
that the Central govern-
ment stands shoulder to
shoulder with state gov-

ernments during natural
calamities and disasters.

To fulfill Prime Minister
Modi’s vision of disaster-
resilient India, the MHA
has taken several initia-
tives to ensure effective
management of disasters
in the country. A number
of steps have been taken to
prevent any extensive loss
to life and property during
disasters by strengthening
disaster risk reduction
system in India.

The Central government
had approved recovery
plans for the states of Utta-
rakhand (Rs 1658.17 crore)
in the aftermath of Joshi-
math subsistence and for
Sikkim (Rs 555.27 crore),
in the aftermath of Gla-
cial Lake Outburst Flood
(GLOF) incident of 2023.

The Central government
had approved a number of
mitigation projects with
overall financial outlay
of Rs 7,253.51 crore, for
mitigating the risks of a
number of hazards in the
areas of urban floods (Rs
3075.65 crore), landslides
(Rs.1000 crore), GLOF (Rs
150 crore), forest fire (Rs
818.92 crore), lightning
(Rs. 186.78 crore) and
drought (Rs 2022.16 crore).

This additional assis-
tance is over and above
the funds released by the
centre to states in the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF), already placed at
the disposal of the states.

During the financial
year 2024-25, the Central
government has released
Rs 20,264.40 crore to 28
states under SDRF and Rs
5,160.76 crore under NDRF
to 19 states. Additionally,
Rs 4984.25 crore from the
State Disaster Mitigation
Fund (SDMF) to 19 states
and Rs 719.72 crore from
National Disaster Miti-
gation Fund (NDMF) to
eight states has also been
released.

Trump-Munir ‘lunch’ meet;
Ramesh takes a dig at PM

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Wednes-
day launched a scathing
attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, citing
a series of recent devel-
opments involving the
United States and Paki-
stan describing them as a
“triple jhatka” to the gov-
ernment’s foreign policy.
On his social media
handle X, Ramesh ques-
tioned the Modi govern-
ment's silence over the
reported lunch meeting
between US President
Donald Trump and Paki-
stan Field Marshal Asim

Munir at the
White House.
Ramesh
said, “Field
Marshal Asim
Munir, the
man whose
inflamma-
tory, incendiary and pro-
vocative remarks were
linked directly to the April
22 Pahalgam terror attacks,
is having lunch today with
President Trump in the
White House. Is this why
President Trump aban-
doned the G7 Summit a
day early denying Mr. Nar-
endra Modi a huge hug?”
He further alleged,
“President Trump himself
has trumpeted 14 times

that he brought about a
ceasefire between India
and Pakistan meaning he
ended Operation Sindoor”.

He further raised con-
cerns by pointing to US
Central Command Chief
General Michael Kurilla’s
remark, where he praised
Pakistan as an “outstand-
ing” partner in counter-
terrorism operations.

“This is a triple jhatka to
'Howdy Modi' by 'Namaste
Trump',” Ramesh quipped,
adding that “Indian diplo-
macy is being shattered
and the PM is totally
silent. And tomorrow is
the fifth anniversary of his
(in)famous clean chit to
China”.

Axiom-04 launch likely on

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

The Axiom Mission 04, a
private crewed spaceflight
to the International Space
Station (ISS), is now sched-
uled for launch on June 22,
subject to final clearances
on module fitness, crew
health, and weather con-
ditions.

The mission includes
Indian astronaut Shub-
hanshu Shukla among its
international crew, mark-
ing a significant milestone
in India’s foray into com-
mercial human space-
flight.

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for

June 22: Dr Jitendra

o i

Science & Technology and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh,
confirmed the develop-
ment on Wednesday.
"After reviewing all key
parameters, Axiom Space
has indicated June 22 as
the likely launch date for
the Axiom-04 mission
carrying Indian astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla to
the ISS," Dr Singh said in

Singh

a post on X.

He further added that
this mission reflects Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of India's rising
global stature in space
innovation and interna-
tional collaborations.

Axiom Space, which is
organising the mission in
coordination with NASA
and SpaceX, said further
updates would be shared
as they become available.

This will be one of the
first instances of an Indian
citizen travelling to space
on a privately operated
orbital mission, paving the
way for future global part-
nerships in space explora-
tion.

Three top Maoists

killed in Andhra

encounter
AGENCIES

PADERU (ANDHRA PRADESH), JUNE 18

Member Gajarla Ravi alias Uday
were killed in a fierce encounter
with the Greyhounds personnel
at Rampachodavaram village
early on Wednesday.
According to the police, a
Greyhound team conducted
combing at Kondamodalu, Koyy-
Three top-ranked Maoists, alagudem and Chintakur villages
including central committee between Rampachodavaram

area.

and Maredumilli mandal in the
forest area. The Greyhound
team noticed the movements of
Maoists near Devipatnam forest

When the Greyhounds per-
sonnel were nearing them, the
Maoists opened fire which the
Greyhounds retaliated. Sources
said that Maoists central com-

mittee member Gajarla Ravi
alias Uday, Andhra-Odisha
Border ACM Anju and special
zone committee member Aruna
were killed in the encounter.
The police recovered three
AK 47 rifles and ammunition
from the encounter site. One of
the deceased, Aruna, was the
wife of one of the Maoists' top

leaders and Central Committee
member Chalapathi Rao, who
was killed in an encounter in
January, 2025 at the AP-Odisha
border. Aruna was an accused
in the killings of the then MLA
Kidari Sarveswara Rao and
former MLA Siveri Somu in the
combined Visakhapatnam in
2018 at Dumbiguda village.

Tribal culture has special
place in cultural richness
of Odisha : CM Majhi

AGENCIES
BHUBANESWAR, JUNE 18

Tribal culture has taken a
special place in the cultural
richness of Odisha, Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi on Wednesday said

Inaugurating the
state-level Adivasi Shakti
Samavesh organized at
Chhau Podia, Baripada on
the occasion of the first
year of the state govern-
ment, the Chief Minister
said to achieve the goal
of a prosperous Odisha in
the next 11 years, the trib-
als and scheduled castes
who constitute 40 percent
of the state, must be devel-
oped.

He said there is a unique
fusion of culture and tradi-
tion in this “Adivasui Shakti
Samavesh,organized under
the auspices of the State
Government’s Department
of Scheduled Tribes and
Scheduled Castes Develop-
ment and Minorities and
Backward Classes Welfare.

This convention, Majhi
said, has created an oppor-
tunity to bring together all

the tribal communities of
the state and introduce
them to each other’s cul-
ture.

The main objective of
this gathering is to ensure
that all the problems and
needs of the tribal com-
munity are addressed,the
Chief Minister said, adding
that we are committed to
improving their education,
health, and social security.

The Chief Minister said
it is a matter of pride for
us that seven tribal com-
munity MLAs from May-
urbhanj are representing
this district today.

When it comes to honor,
the daughter of a common
family from Mayurbhanj,
despite many obstacles,
is today the first citizen of
the country, glorifying the
country as the President.

Majhi further said under
the Chief Minister's Tribal
Livelihood Mission, the
livelihood and economic
condition of 1.45 lakh tribal
families has improved
through agriculture, irri-
gation and animal hus-
bandry.
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South Africa heroes rewarded for
WTC25 Final hermcs in Iatest rankings

AGENCIES
DUBAI JUNE 18

Newly crowned ICC World
Test Champions South
Africa are basking in their
glory, with multiple mem-
bers of their stellar cast at
the WTC Final rising in the
new ICC Men’s Test Player
Rankings.

Leading the way is
their Player of the Match
from the final at Lord’s,
Aiden Markram. The pro-
lific batter has risen seven
places to just outside the
top-10 in the Men’s Test
Batting Rankings, with
only two points separat-
ing the Protea from New
Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell
(725) in 10th.

Markram amassed an
impressive 136 runs off
207 balls in a masterful
display of Test batting to
take South Africa across
the line in the WTC Final.

The 30-year-old, who
also nabbed a couple of
crucial wickets for South
Africa, has also been
rewarded in the Test All-
Rounders Rankings, rising

a whopping 44 places.

David Bedingham, who
closed the famous win for
South Africa, also made a
move of note in the Bat-
ting Rankings, climbing
17 places to 40 alongside
Cameron Green.

Meanwhile, South
Africa fast bowler Lungi
Ngidi, who produced an
inspirational spell with
the ball during Australia’s
second innings, has also
soared in the Bowling
Rankings, an ICC report
said.

The right-arm quick
climbs seven spots to
share the 37th place with
fellow quicks Lahiru
Kumara and Naseem Shah.

Kagiso Rabada, who was
South Africa’s pick of the
bowlers, maintained his
second place among the
bowlers, next to India’s
Jasprit Bumrah.

For Australia, seasoned
speedster Mitchell Starc
and all-rounder Beau
Webster benefited from
valiant displays through
the summit clash.

Starc, who took five
wickets through the Test
and scored a fighting half-
century in the second
innings, climbed to 10th
spot in the Men’s Test
Bowling and All-Rounders
Rankings.

Webster meanwhile,
who was Australia’s top

scorer in the first innings,
ascended 13 places in the
Batting Rankings.

In the ODI Player Rank-
ings, key performers from
the Men’s Cricket World
Cup League 2 action
have boasted impres-
sive climbs. Netherlands
top-order batter Michael
Levitt, who was also
handy with the ball, has
soared 22 places in the
Batting Rankings to go
with a climb of 21 among
the bowlers and another
27 in the all-rounders
charts. Levitt also leapt 11
places in the T20I batting
charts to the 30th spot in
the tri-series after League
2 play, just below Paki-
stan’s Mohammad Haris.

His teammate Noah
Croes also jumped 20
places in the Men’s ODI
Batting Rankings after
making a vital fifty from
the four-wicket win against
Scotland. Nepal's Aarif
Sheikh, who top-scored
with the bat in the 16-run
win over the Dutch, climbs
13 places in the batting
charts.

Liverpool host Bournemouth to
open Premier League season

AGENCIES
LONDON, JUNE 18

Champions Liverpool will
host Bournemouth on the
opening weekend of the
2025-26 Premier League
season, with Manchester
United playing Arsenal at
Old Trafford.

Liverpool, who won
the league in Arne Slot's
first season in charge, will
begin their title defence
at Anfield in the curtain-
raiser on August 15.

Newly promoted Sun-
derland, back in the top
flight for the first time
since 2016-17, start their
campaign at home against
West Ham the following
day.

Championship winners
Leeds welcome Everton

to Elland Road for the
Monday night game, while
Burnley - promoted back
to the top flight at the first
time of asking - travel to
Europa League holders
Tottenham, who will be
led by Thomas Frank in a
league match for the first
time.

Everton fans will have
to wait until the second

round of fixtures for their
first league game at the
Hill Dickinson Stadium,
when they will face Brigh-
ton.

Pep Guardiola's Man-
chester City will hope to
bounce back from a rare
trophyless season with
a strong start against
Wolverhampton Wander-
ers at Molineux, according

to a BBC news.

The season, which con-
sists of 380 games over 33
weekends and five mid-
week rounds, will con-
clude on May 24.

The Premier League
has said the start date
of August 15 - 82 days on
from the end of the 2024-
25 season - "allows for the
maximum player rest time
available".

During the festive
period, clubs will not be
asked to play twice in less
than 60 hours.

It will be the first season
with the new Premier
League TV deal in place,
with every game outside
of the Saturday 3pm black-
out to be broadcast live by
either Sky Sports or TNT
Sports.

Seagulls swoop to sign Italian
international Coppola

AGENCIES
LONDON, JUNE 18

Premier League club
Brighton and Hove Albion
has signed Italian inter-
national central defender
Diego Coppola from Hellas
Verona for an undisclosed
fee.

Coppola has agreed a
five-year contract with
'the Seagulls' and will
help cover for the loss of
Spain international Dean
Huijsen, who signed for
Madrid earlier in the
summer for 50 million
pounds (68 million U.S.

dollars).

Coppola, who is cur-
rently with the Italian
U-21 side at the European
Championships in Slova-
kia, made his debut for

Hellas Verona in 2021 and
made 8l first team appear-
ances for the club.

"Diego is an exciting
addition for the club.
Although he is still young,

he is tall, strong and
mobile, and he will give us
a real physical presence,"
commented Brighton
head coach Fabian Hur-
zeler on the club website
on Tuesday.

Hurzeler highlighted
the "impressive progress"
the defender has made,
adding he "deserved
his call-up to the Italian
national team."

Coppola is Brighton's
second signing of the
summer, with striker
Charalampos Kostoulas
also arriving from Greek
outfit Olympiakos.

Alcaraz, Draper into second round at Queen's club

AGENCIES
LONDON, JUNE 18

Top two seeds Carlos
Alcaraz and Jack Draper
both advanced to the
second round of the men's
singles at the Queen's Club
Championships.

Spain's Alcaraz arrived
in London fresh off his
second consecutive
French Open title.

The world No. 2 over-
came a late challenge from

lucky loser Alex Walton to
win his first grass-court
match of the season 6-4,
7-6(7) on Tuesday.

Alcaraz had initially
been scheduled to face
fellow Spaniard Alejandro
Davidovich Fokina in the

opening round, but the
world No. 28 withdrew
just hours before the
match due to illness fol-
lowing his recent wedding.

"Tdidn't know his game,
which shot is his best,"
Alcaraz talked about his
opponent Walton from
Australia.

"What I tried is not
to think about him but
myself. I tried to play as
good as I can and that's
all."

Khel Gaon: DG J&K YSS for speedy
completion of developmental works

AGENCIES
JAMMU, JUNE 18

Jammu and Kashmir Direc-
tor General Youth Services
and Sports, Anuradha
Gupta on Wednesday
directed for speedy com-
pletion of developmental
works during her visit to
the Khel Gaon Nagrota
here in the city outskirts.

She served strict instruc-
tions to the concerned
authorities for speedy com-
pletion of developmental
works.

While inspecting the
developmental works,
Anuradha batted for early
completion of the infra-
structural facilities at this
venue, which is the first
of its kind multipurpose
sports facility owned by
the Department.

While inspected the
ongoing developmental
work of Hockey Turf, Syn-
thetic Athletic Track, Cycle
Track and Multipurpose
Hall, the work of which
was in full swing at this
venue.

On the occasion, Exec-
utive Engineer Sanjeev
Sharma, AEE Gautam
Raina, JE Kunal and
Incharge Khel Gaon, Vishal
Bharti Slathia, Incharge

Works were present.

The officers assured of
early completion of the
construction works.

Terming the venue as an
asset for the Department
rather a sporting hub, the
Director General Youth
Services and Sports said
that the Department was
committed to raise sports
infrastructure at all levels
and in every nook and
corner of the Union Ter-
ritory, adding that making
Khel Gaon a sporting hub
was the need of the hour.

"Khel Gaon caters to

the needs of thousands
of sportspersons as it is a
multipurpose sports facil-
ity. The dire need is to
enhance sports infra at
the venue and the Depart-
ment is committed to do
so," maintained Anuradha.

She further said the
sporting facility at Khel
Gaon enables the Depart-
ment to hold multiple
activities simultaneously at
the venue and yield better
results.

Director General Youth
Services and Sports also
served instructions to the

concerned regarding the
requisite arrangements
needed to celebrate World
Yoga Day, falling on June 21,
in a most befitting manner.
The DG Sports was
accompanied by Vinaka-
hi Koul, Joint Director
Youth Services and Sports
Jammu, Ravi Sharma,
Deputy Director Youth
Services and Sports
(Planning); Sunil Kumar
Sharma, Accounts Officer
of the Directorate of Youth
Services and Sports and
few other officers and offi-
cials of the Directorate.

Full schedule unveiled for ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup 2026

AGENCIES
DUBAL JUNE 18

The full schedule for the
ICC Women’s T20 World
Cup 2026 has officially been
revealed on Wednesday
with renowned venues up
and down the country set
to host 24 days of thrilling
international sport.

The tournament will open
with England taking on Sri
Lanka under lights at Edg-
baston June 12, kicking off a
whirlwind month of world-
class action that will see 12
teams battling it out for the
prestigious trophy, currently
held by New Zealand.

Hundreds of thousands
of cricket fans will have the
opportunity to witness nail-
biting showdowns between
the likes of Australia and
South Africa, India and Paki-
stan, and New Zealand and
the West Indies, as the tour-
nament travels the length of
the country, firmly propel-
ling women’s cricket into the
mainstream.

With the semi-finals and
final already confirmed to
take place in London, at The
Oval and Lord’s respectively;
iconic venues such as Head-
ingley, Old Trafford Cricket
Ground, Bristol County
Ground and Hampshire
Bowl will also play their part
in showcasing world-class
cricket throughout the ear-
lier stages of the landmark
tournament.

England captain, Nat
Sciver-Brunt, said, “World
Cups are always special, but
this one already feels differ-
ent — it has the potential to
be truly game-changing. It’s
going to be a huge moment
for our sport and a brilliant
opportunity to inspire young
people and captivate fans
across the country. Playing
on home soil, for the biggest
prize, against the best play-
ers in the world, it’s going to
be unmissable.

I can’t wait to be a part
ofit”

The tournament will
not only give fans across
the nation a chance to see
world-famous cricketers in
action but will also affect
lasting change by inspiring
countless women and girls
across the country to get
involved with cricket.

Tournament Director,
Beth Barrett-Wild, com-
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ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 2026 Groups:

Group 1: Australia, South Africa, India, Pakistan, Qualifier, Qualifier
Group 2: West Indies, England, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, Qualifier, Qualifier
Full ICC Women’s T20 World Cup 2026 Schedule:
Friday June 12: England v Sri Lanka, Edgbaston 18:30 BST

Saturday June 13: Qualifier v Qualifier, Old Trafford Cricket Ground 10:30 BST
Saturday June 13: Australia v South Africa, Old Trafford Cricket Ground 14:30 BST
Saturday June 13: West Indies v New Zealand, Hampshire Bowl 18:30 BST
Sunday June 14: Qualifier v Qualifier, Edgbaston 10:30 BST

Sunday June 14: India v Pakistan, Edgbaston 14:30 BST

Tuesday June 16: New Zealand v Sri Lanka, Hampshire Bowl 14:30 BST
Tuesday June 16: England v Qualifier, Hampshire Bowl 18:30 BST

Wednesday June 17: Australia v Qualifier, Headingley 10:30 BST

Wednesday June 17: India v Qualifier, Headingley 14:30 BST

Wednesday June 17: South Africa v Pakistan, Edgbaston 18:30 BST

Thursday June 18: West Indies v Qualifier, Headingley 18:30 BST

Friday June 19: New Zealand v Qualifier, Hampshire Bowl 18:30 BST

Saturday June 20: Australia v Qualifier, Hampshire Bowl 10:30 BST

Saturday June 20: Pakistan v Qualifier, Hampshire Bowl 14:30 BST

Saturday June 20: England v Qualifier, Headingley 18:30 BST

Sunday June 21: West Indies v Sri Lanka, Bristol County Ground 10:30 BST
Sunday June 21: South Africa v India, Old Trafford Cricket Ground 14:30 BST
Tuesday June 23: New Zealand v Qualifier, Bristol County Ground 10:30 BST
Tuesday June 23: Sri Lanka v Qualifier, Bristol County Ground 14:30 BST
Tuesday June 23: Australia v Pakistan, Headingley 18:30 BST

Wednesday June 24: England v West Indies, Lord’s Cricket Ground 18:30 BST
Thursday June 25: India v Qualifier, Old Trafford Cricket Ground 14:30 BST
Thursday June 25: South Africa v Qualifier, Bristol County Ground 18:30 BST
Friday June 26: Sri Lanka v Qualifier, Old Trafford Cricket Ground 18:30 BST
Saturday June 27: Pakistan v Qualifier, Bristol County Ground 10:30 BST
Saturday June 27: West Indies v Qualifier, Bristol County Ground 14:30 BST
Saturday June 27: England v New Zealand, The Oval 18:30 BST

Sunday June 28: South Africa v Qualifier, Lord’s Cricket Ground 10:30 BST
Sunday June 28: Australia v India, Lord’s Cricket Ground 14:30 BST

Tuesday June 30: TBC v TBC (Semi Final 1), The Oval 14:30 BST

Thursday July 2: TBC v TBC (Semi Final 2), The Oval 18:30 BST

Sunday July 5: TBC v TBC (The Final), Lord’s Cricket Ground 14:30 BST

mented, “The ICC Women’s
T20 World Cup provides us
with an unparalleled oppor-
tunity to transform a month
of sporting excellence into a
movement that will rewrite
the narrative about women’s
cricket. At iconic venues
across the country, we’ll
see incredible, world-class
athletes battling it out in
out in front of hundreds of

thousands of fans, who with
every ball bowled and run
scored, will be contributing
to lasting change. It’s our
opportunity to give women’s
cricket, and women’s sport,
the stage it deserves.”

The newly expanded
competition will see 12
teams descend on England
and Wales in 2026. Eight
countries are already sure

of their place, with the
final four participants to be
decided through an

ICC Women’s T20 World
Cup Qualifier next year.

England and Wales were
awarded hosting rights for
the ICC Women’s T20 World
Cup 2026 in 2022, with the
seven host venues selected
subsequently following eval-
uation of various criteria.
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Javid Dar reviews healthcare
facilities in GMC Baramulla, Medical
Blocks of Rafiabad, Sopore

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Minister for Agriculture
Production, Rural Devel-
opment & Panchayati Raj,
Cooperative, and Election
Department, Javid Ahmad
Dar, today chaired a review
meeting to assess the status
of health sector in the dis-
trict, with emphasis on
Government Medical Col-
lege (GMC) Baramulla and
healthcare infrastructure in
Rafiabad.

The meeting, held at the
Civil Secretariat Srinagar,
was aimed to identify the
critical gaps, evaluate ser-
vice delivery mechanisms
and explore strategies to
strengthen the healthcare
systems in GMC Baramulla
and Medical Blocks of Rafi-
abad constituency.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary, Health
& Medical Education, Dr.
Syed Abid Rasheed Shah,
MD, NHM ]J&K, Baseer-ul-
Haq Choudhary and other
senior functionaries of the
Health Department.

The Minister undertook
a detailed review of GMC
Baramulla, which is the
most important tertiary
healthcare institution in
the district catering to a
large patient population.
He emphasised the urgent
need for augmenting the

infrastructure, equipment,
human resources and spe-
cialised services at the
facility to ensure quality
healthcare for the people
of Baramulla and adjoining
areas.

The review also focused
on upgradation of Primary
Health Centres (PHCs),
Community Health Centres
(CHCs) and Sub-District Hos-
pitals (SDHs) in Rohama,
Sopore and other parts of
Rafiabad.

The Minister stressed the
importance of filling up of
the faculty and paramedi-
cal staff vacancies, improv-
ing diagnostics and ensur-
ing proper functionality of
essential services.

“Our priority is apt eval-
uation of service delivery
systems across all levels,
from accessibility to qual-
ity of care and patient sat-
isfaction,” the Minister said,
while directing the depart-
ment to take time-bound
steps for filling the critical
requirements of the health-
care facilities.

He called for enhanced
coordination among the
departments to address the
existing bottlenecks and pro-
mote integrated healthcare
delivery models. “Strength-
ening healthcare institutions
such as GMC Baramulla is
integral to improving service
delivery across the district”,
the Minister emphasised.

Committee on Estimates to
examine fund utilization in J&K

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

The Committee on Esti-
mates today resolved to
conduct a comprehensive
review of fund utilization
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The decision was taken
during an introductory-
cum-review meeting con-
ducted by the Committee
at the Assembly Complex
in Srinagar.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by Chairperson
of the Committee, Shamim
Firdous and attended
by members including
Ghulam Ahmad Mir, Abdul
Majid Bhat (Larmi), Pawan
Kumar Gupta, Chander
Prakash Ganga, Pyare Lal
Sharma and Arjun Singh
Raju.

Secretary, Legislative
Assembly, Manoj Kumar
Pandita welcomed the
participants and deliber-
ated regarding functions
on the Committee.
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Also present were Direc-
tor General, Accounts and
Treasuries, Fayaz A Lone,
Director General, Budget
MS Malik and officers from
the concerned depart-
ments.

The Chairperson
emphasized that the Com-
mittee would examine
whether the funds allo-
cated for various devel-
opmental projects as per
budgetary provisions have
been properly utilized.

She stated that the
Committee will also rec-
ommend effective and
alternative policy mea-
sures to enhance the
administrative efficiency
and economy. Besides,
it will formulate a report
suggesting improvements
in the organizational
structure, economics, effi-
ciency and administrative
reforms in line with the
policy objectives of the
Estimates Committee.

Sakeena Itoo reviews
performance, functioning of DFCO

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Minister for Health and
Medical Education, Social
Welfare and Educa-
tion, Sakeena Itoo, today
chaired a meeting at Civil
Secretariat here to review
the functioning and per-
formance of Drug and
Food Control Organisa-
tion (DFCO) of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary Health
and Medical Education,
Dr. Syed Abid Rasheed
Shah; Commissioner Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA), Smita Sethi; Direc-
tor Finance Health and
Medical Education depart-
ment, State Drug Control-
ler and other concerned
officers.

The Minister held
detailed assessment of the
operational efficacy of the
organisation in regulating
and monitoring the stan-
dards of drugs and food
products across the UT.

Addressing the offi-
cers during the meeting,
the Minister directed the
organisation to adopt a
proactive approach in
monitoring the pharma-
ceutical as well as food
supply chains effectively.

“Public health is a non-
negotiable priority. There
must be no compromise
when it comes to the qual-
ity of medicines and food
items reaching our citi-
zens”, asserted the Minis-
ter.

She stressed upon the
officers to conduct fre-
quent checks of unlicensed
pharmacist shops and take
strict action against the
unregistered shops. She
asked the Commissioner
FDA to submit a report on
a monthly basis regarding
the action taken on viola-
tions as well as activities.
She also asked them to
coordinate with Social Wel-
fare, Education and other
departments regarding
conduct of workshops and
camps for creating aware-
ness among the people
about spurious and sub-
standard drugs.

The Minister urged for
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stronger collaboration
between DFCO and law
enforcement agencies to
effectively tackle the vio-
lations. She also asked
them to organise capacity-
building workshops for
the inspectors and field
officers to stay updated
with regulatory reforms
and evolving industry
standards. While reviewing
other aspects of DFCO, the
Minister called for regular
upgradation of laborato-
ries besides checks and
balances on Blood banks
and storage facilities. She
also called for faster inte-
gration of digital platforms
to ensure transparency,
better reporting mecha-
nisms and prompt griev-
ance redress.

During the meeting,
Commissioner FDA gave
a detailed presentation on
achievements and activi-
ties of the organization.

Committee on Petitions holds
first meeting in Srinagar

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

The Committee on Peti-
tions, Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly, today held its
first meeting at the Assem-
bly complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was presid-
ed over by the Committee
Chairman, Pirzada Farooq
Ahmad Shah which was
attended by the members
including Mushtaq Guroo,
Salman Sagar, Waheed Ur
Rehman Para, Mian Mehar
Ali, Vijay Kumar and
Thakur Randhir Singh also
participated in the meet-
ing.

The Chairman outlined
the roles and responsibili-
ties of Committee mem-
bers, expressing confi-
dence in their ability to
work collaboratively and
contribute effectively to
the Committee's success.
He emphasized the impor-
tance of coordination and
teamwork in achieving the
Committee's objectives.

The Chairman assured
that the Committee will
thoroughly examine every
petition, pursuing each to

its logical conclusion and
ensure prompt resolution
of genuine public con-
cerns. He added that the
Committee will also report
to the House on specific
complaints raised during
evidence, recommending
suitable remedial measures
as necessary.

The Chairman empha-
sized that the Committee
will function strictly within
its mandated framework
and will regularly meet
to formulate and imple-
ment a course of action
for prompt resolution
of petitions referred to
it. He urged upon all the

members to discharge
their duties diligently and
uphold the decorum and
responsibilities entrusted
to them. He emphasized
on the seamless contribu-
tion from all members and
concerned officers for the
vibrant functioning of the
Committee. The Members
actively participated in the
discussions, sharing their
suggestions and feedback
on various pertinent issues.

Earlier, Secretary, Leg-
islative Assembly, Manoj
Kumar Pandita, deliber-
ated on various aspects
regarding the functioning
of the Committee.

DLIC Kupwara approves 26
cases under Mission YUVA

JINEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, JUNE 18

In a concerted effort to
promote youth entrepre-
neurship and self-employ-
ment, District Level
Implementation Com-
mittee (DLIC) Kupwara,
under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commissioner
Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan
today approved 26 cases
under the Mission YUVA
(Yuva Udyamita Vikas
Abhiyan) scheme.

The meeting was held
at the Mini Meeting Hall
of the DC Office, Kup-
wara, and was convened
to evaluate and approve
applications received from
aspiring entrepreneurs
under the Mission YUVA
initiative. The scheme
is designed to provide
financial assistance and
capacity-building sup-
port to youth for launch-
ing and sustaining their
entrepreneurial ventures.
During the meeting, con-
cerned officials presented
a detailed appraisal of

the applications received.
After thorough scrutiny
and discussion, 26 eligible
cases were approved by
the Committee for further
financial assistance and
handholding support.
Speaking on the occasion,
DC highlighted the pivotal
role of Mission YUVA in
enabling local youth to
pursue self-employment
opportunities and contrib-
ute to the economic devel-
opment of the district. She
emphasized the need for
effective implementation
and directed the District
Employment & Counsel-
ing Centre Kupwara to
ensure wider dissemina-
tion of the scheme among
eligible youth and encour-
age greater participation.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
District Development
Commissioner Kupwara,
Mufti Fareed ud din; ADC
Handwara, Javid Naseem
Masoodi; GM DIC, Sameer
Jaan; CPO, LDM and other
members of the Commit-
tee.

DC Kupwara chairs
Rent Assessment Committee
meeting, approves 22 cases

JINEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, JUNE 18

In order to finalize vari-
ous Rent Assessment
cases of the buildings
under utilization of
different Government
departments, a meet-
ing of the District Rent
Assessment Committee
(DRAC) was held under
the chairpersonship of
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Kupwara, Ayushi
Sudan here.

As many as 23 rent
cases of buildings pres-
ently used by various
Government depart-
ments in the district
were put forth before
the Committee for
fixing of monthly rent.
The Committee delib-
erated on all the rent
assessment cases in

detail and each case
was examined thor-
oughly keeping in view
various administra-
tive and other require-
ments.

Out of the total 23
cases, 22 cases were
approved while one
case was reverted for
want of formalities.

On the occasion, DC
impressed upon the
officers to ensure that
vacant government
buildings are occupied
for official purposes
and rented accommo-
dation remains the last
option. The meeting
was attended by Chief
Planning Officer Kup-
wara, Medical Superin-
tendent DH Handwara,
CAHO, Executive Engi-
neers and other con-
cerned officers.

Javid Dar reviews Muharram arrangements in Pattan

JINEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JUNE 18

Minister for Agricultural
Production, Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati
Raj, Javid Ahmad Dar,
today chaired a review
meeting at ITI Pattan held
to ensure smooth and
peaceful observance of the
approaching Muharram.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Advisor to Chief
Minister, Nasir Aslam Wani;
MLA Pattan, Javaid Riyaz;
MLA Wagoora-Kreeri, Irfan
Hafeez Lone; MLA Sopore,
Irshad Ahmad Kar; MLA
Baramulla, Javid Hassan
Beigh; Deputy Commis-
sioner Baramulla, Minga
Sherpa besides concerned
district officers and local
representatives.

The Minister had a com-
prehensive review of the
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arrangements being made
by various departments.
He emphasized the need
for inter-departmental
coordination to ensure
availability of all basic
facilities during Muharram
days. He asked the officers
to maintain close liaison
with the local representa-
tives and community lead-
ers to address the public
needs effectively.

Javid Dar laid special
focus on ensuring an unin-
terrupted supply of drink-
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MUHARRAM-UL-HARRAM 2025

ing water and electricity,
timely sanitation drives,
deployment of health
teams and availability of
essential items.

He directed the con-
cerned authorities to take
up repair of roads along
the procession routes on a
priority basis and ensure
all street lights are func-
tional in the identified
areas.

Advisor to Chief Minis-
ter exhorted upon the offi-
cers to remain available on

I

the ground, stressing the
importance of communi-
ty-level coordination. He
asked the departments
to set up quick-response
teams for addressing the
emergency issues during
the mourning period.

The Members of Legisla-
tive Assembly from Baram-
ulla, Sopore, Pattan and
Wagoora-Kreeri shared
area-specific feedback and
put forth demands related
to firewood distribution,
sanitation support, avail-

ability of drinking water
and traffic regulation. They
called for special attention
in high-footfall zones and
assured full cooperation
from the local volunteers.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner briefed the meet-
ing about the district-level
preparedness, informing
them that action plans are
already under execution.
These included sanita-
tion drives, deployment
of response team setups,
road inspections and fire-
wood arrangements in
coordination with the local
committees.

The police and civil offi-
cers also shared updates
on their respective action
points and assured readi-
ness for maintaining law
and order and regulating
the traffic during the pro-
cessions.

Secretary reviews implementation,
progress on IT projects

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUNE 18

Secretary, Information
Technology, Dr. Piyush
Singla, today chaired a
meeting to review imple-
mentation and progress on
various projects in the IT
Department.

Pertinently, the e-Office
2.0 rollout marks a major
stride towards paperless
governance. It has brought
over 480 Administrative
Departments, HoDs and DC
offices besides state univer-
sities such as the University
of Jammu, University of
Kashmir, SMVDU, BGSBU
and SKUAST-Jammu under
a unified digital umbrella,
with more than 30,000
active users and 4000+

VPN-enabled users.

The Secretary appreci-
ated the successful imple-
mentation of e-Office 2.0
across the administrative
units in the Union Territo-
ry. He emphasized the role
of e-Office 2.0 in enhancing
transparency, efficiency
and accountability in gov-
ernment operations. He
appreciated the depart-
ment’s forward-looking
roadmap to scale up this
digital transformation
to block and tehsil level,
with a projected user base
exceeding 25,000 new
users.

He also commend-
ed the efforts of the IT
Department in building
capacity through regular
training sessions, infra-

structure modernization
and handholding support
to various departments,
making Jammu & Kashmir
one of the leading UTs in
e-Governance adoption.
The review highlighted
progress on related initia-
tives such as the Digital
Jammu & Kashmir Mis-
sion, Mobile Dost App,
Auto-Appeal System and
over 1212 e-services inte-
grated under the e-UNNAT
unified platform.

The IT Department reaf-
firmed its commitment
towards strengthening the
digital backbone of gover-
nance, ensuring last-mile
service delivery through
robust infrastructure,
skilled manpower and cit-
izen-centric innovations.
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