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In today’s digital age, 
where travellers rely 
heavily on online plat-
forms for planning 
their trips, the official 
Jammu tourism website 
( jammutourism.gov.in) 
is falling significantly 
short, highlighting an 
urgent need for mod-
ernisation to boost the 
region’s tourism poten-
tial.

Managed by the 
Department of Tour-
ism, Jammu & Kashmir, 
the website currently 
lacks updated informa-
tion on key officials, 
tourist destinations, 
maps, contact details 
of travel desks, and gov-
ernment-run accommo-
dations, including those 
operated by the Jammu 
and Kashmir Tourism 
Development Corpora-
tion ( JKTDC). This out-
dated online presence 
hampers effective pro-
motion and leaves pro-
spective visitors with-
out reliable resources 
to plan their visits.

According to the 
news agency, several 
critical issues have been 
identified. For instance, 
the ‘Who’s Who’ sec-
tion on the homepage 
still displays contact 
details of officers like 
the Joint Director and 
Deputy Director (Pub-
licity), who were trans-
ferred months or even 
years ago, without any 
updates.

In the ‘Where to 
Stay’ section, the list of 
hotels includes 8 Class 
‘A’ hotels, 42 Class ‘B’ 
hotels, and 227 Class ‘C’ 
hotels. However, many 
of these listings are 
outdated—new proper-
ties that have come up 
over the past decade 
are missing, while 
some closed hotels still 
appear. Notably, premi-
um hotels such as Radis-
son, Vivanta, Anutham, 
Viraj Sarovar Portico, 
Zone by Park, and 
Lemon Tree are absent 
from the list, whereas 
a hotel like M/S Jehlum 
Resorts, now renamed 
Country Inn and 
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Asserting that people of 
Jammu and Kashmir have 
realized that their future is 
secure with India, Lieuten-
ant Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Tuesday said that it has 
become known to all that 
Pakistan is the biggest enemy 
of people of J&K and has only 
one agenda i.e. to destroy the 
Union Territory.

Addressing the ‘Tourism 
Secretaries’ Meet of Union 
Territories here, LG Sinha, 
according to the news agency 
said, “Ordinary citizens are 
taking a stand against terror-
ism. Street protests against 
Pakistan-backed terrorists is 
a good sign to establish per-
manent peace in the valley. 
Entire Jammu Kashmir must 

rise and make sure terrorists 
have no place in this beautiful 
union territory.” 

“In J&K, Security forces 
have a huge role in ending 
terrorism but the role of soci-
ety is also no less. Terrorists’ 

attempt to draw their suste-
nance from society should be 
foiled,” he added.

“This conference is a befit-
ting reply to terrorism and 
reflects J&K’s march 

LG reviews progress of 
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan in J&K
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUL 08 (KNO)

Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha Tuesday 
chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review the imple-
mentation and progress of 
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyaan in the UT 
of Jammu Kashmir.

The meeting was 
attended by Shri Atal 
Dulloo, Chief Secretary; 
Dr Mandeep 
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Union Minister for Culture 
and Tourism, Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, on Tuesday 
termed the April 22 Pahalgam 
terror attack, which left 26 
civilians dead, as an “Amavas 
ki kali raat” (a dark night of 
no moon), stating that while 
the tragedy was painful, the 
nation must look ahead and 
move forward with resilience 
and unity.

Addressing a Tourism Sec-
retaries’ Meet of Union Ter-
ritories here, Shekhawat, 
according to the news agency 
said, “We must not let one 
dark night define the future. 
We have to forget the
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Deputy Chief Minister Surind-
er Choudhary on Tuesday 
said the elected government 
is committed to addressing the 
genuine concerns of contrac-
tors, but reminded them that 
the Union Territory frame-
work restricts development 
funding across Jammu and 
Kashmir projects.

He said that while develop-
mental responsibilities remain 
with the government, financial 
allocations are shaped by the 
current administrative frame-
work and must be managed 

accordingly.
Speaking to reporters here, 

Choudhary, as per the news 
agency said he was there as the 
in-charge minister to review 
ongoing work, meet with con-
tractors, and understand the 

issues they are facing. He said 
several contractors raised con-
cerns related to payments and 
card renewals, and that he had 
directed officials to take appro-
priate steps to address them.

Choudhary said the elected 
government under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah carries the responsi-
bility of fulfilling the expecta-
tions of the people.

"While some shortcomings 
exist, many positive develop-
ments have taken place," he 
said.

The Deputy CM expressed 
hope that the pending
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Commissioner Secretary, 
Tourism, Yasha Mudgal on 
Tuesday said the tourist foot-
fall is increasing across Kash-
mir and the region will match 
last year’s figures of visitor 
arrivals soon.

Talking to reporters here at 
SKICC, on the sidelines of the 
two-day National Secretaries' 
Conference, Mudgal, accord-
ing to the news agency, said 
tourist arrivals are gaining at 
almost all destinations, with 
visitors from different parts 

of the country visiting Jammu 
and Kashmir’s destinations 
like Srinagar, Gulmarg, and 
Pahalgam. She said that as 
footfall increases, 
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The annual Amarnath Yatra 
continues to witness a massive 
rush of devotees as over 1.11 
lakh pilgrims have performed 
the darshan at the holy cave 
shrine in the first six days of 
the pilgrimage, while more 
than four lakh people have 
registered so far.

Officials informed the news 
agency that a total of 93,342 
pilgrims had visited the holy 
cave shrine till July 7. On the 
sixth day of the Yatra (today), 
an additional 18,633 pilgrims 
performed darshan, taking the 
cumulative total to 1,11,975.

Today’s figure includes 
13,010 males, 4,118 females, 
256 children, 174 sadhus, 26 
sadhvis, 2 transgender pil-
grims, and 347 security per-
sonnel.

Officials said the Yatra is 
proceeding smoothly from 
both Pahalgam and Baltal 
routes amid tight security 
and favourable weather condi-
tions. They said the 7th batch 

of 7,541 pilgrims, including 
5,516 men and 1,765 women, 
left the Bhagwati Nagar base 
camp in Jammu in 309 vehi-
cles for the twin base camps 
in Kashmir amid tight securi-
ty arrangements on Tuesday 
morning.

“A total of 4,05,817 pilgrims 
have registered for the ongo-
ing Amarnath Yatra so far. The 
number of casualties record-
ed to date stands at four, 
mainly due to health-related 
issues such as cardiac arrest, 
which are often triggered by 
low oxygen concentration at 
higher altitudes,” an official 
said.

Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha said on Tuesday that 
more than 1 lakh devotees 
have visited the holy cave 
shrine of Amarnath in the 
first six days of the annual 
pilgrimage. “The journey of 
faith, holy Shri Amarnath Ji 
Yatra has surpassed 1 lakh pil-
grims within the first six days 
of pilgrimage,” Sinha said in a 
post on X.

JI NEWS SERVICE
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Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
today had a comprehensive 
review of the preparations being 
made for hosting the 8th North 
Zone Regional Conference of 
State Legal Services Authorities 
(SLSAs), scheduled on 26th and 
27th of this month.

The conference will bring 
together esteemed dignitaries 
and legal professionals including 
the Chief Justice of India, Union 
Law Minister, Chief Justices of 
various High Courts, Executive 
Chairpersons of SLSAs and other 

key legal and administrative offi-
cials to discuss key initiatives and 
strategies related to legal aid and 
awareness.

Preparations for the high pro-
file event were reviewed by the 
Chief Secretary with arrange-
ments finalized for accommoda-

tion, transportation, security and 
various conference activities to 
be held during the two days of 
the conference.

Some of the Conference high-
lights included an inaugural ses-
sion at the SKICC followed

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JUL 8

Schools in Jammu and 
Kashmir reopened on 
Tuesday after two weeks 
of summer vacation as 
heavy rains on Monday 
ended the prolonged heat-
wave in the valley.

The schools opened 
amidst criticism of the 
government’s decision 
to advance to the school 
timing to 7.30 am.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir government on 

Monday decided against 
extending the summer 
vacations despite no signs 
of heatwave abating in the 
valley.

However, within couple 
of hours of the announce-
ment, heavy rains lashed 
the valley and the tem-
perature came down to 
normal levels across Kash-
mir.

Some parents were criti-
cal of the new schedule 
announced by Minister for 
Education Sakina Masood 
Ittoo.

Several videos were 
posted online in which 
parents showed the dif-
ficulties faced by kids to 

wake up at 5.30 am in 
order to catch their school 
bus between 6.30 am and 
7.00 am.

The education minister 
said on X that institutions 
within the municipal limits 
in the valley will function 
from 7.30 am to 11.30 am, 
while in other areas, the 
timings will be from 8 am 
to 12 noon.

“We are reopening 
schools from tomorrow 
(Tuesday) in Kashmir 
Division & Winter Zones 
of Jammu Division,” Ittoo 
said.

The minister said the 
students will attend two 
online classes from home 

after a one-hour break.
“After a 1-hour break, 2 

online classes will follow. 
Teachers to remain avail-
able till 2 PM. All HoIs 
must ensure online class-
es are conducted without 
exception,” she said.

It is not yet clear how 
long the hybrid model of 
education — invented to 
counter the heatwave — 
will remain in place.

Authorities in Kashmir 
had on June 21 announced 
a 15-day summer 
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Social Welfare Department and ALIMCO 
distribute Prosthetic Aids to PwDs and 
Senior Citizens in Gandoh Bhalessa
JI NEWS SERVICE
GANDOH (DODA), JULY 8

The Social Welfare Depart-
ment Doda in collabora-
tion with the Artificial 
Limbs Manufacturing 
Corporation of India 
(ALIMCO), a public sector 
enterprise under the Min-
istry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment, Govern-
ment of India, organized 
a prosthetic aid distribu-
tion camp today at R&B 
Dak Bungalow, Gandoh 
Bhalessa. The camp was 
held under the guidance 
of Deputy Commissioner 
Doda, Harvinder Singh 
and the overall supervi-
sion of District Social Wel-
fare Officer Doda, Tariq 
Parveaz Qazi.

The programme chaired 
by Sub Divisional Magis-
trate Gandoh, Arun Kumar 

Badyal aimed at 
supporting Per-
sons with Disabili-
ties (PwDs) under 
the Assistance to 
Disabled Persons 
(ADIP) scheme 
and senior citizens 
under the Rashtri-
ya Vayoshri Yojana 
(RVY).

Dur ing the 
event, various aids 
and appliances 
were distributed 
to 126 beneficiaries 
identified during 
earlier assessment 
camps in Blocks 
Jhakyass, Changa 
and Bhalessa. The 
distributed items included 
tricycles (for adults and 
children), wheelchairs, CP 
chairs, hearing aids, smart 
canes, smartphones, 
daisy players, braille kits, 

crutches, walking sticks, 
rollators, callipers, arti-
ficial limbs, knee braces, 
lumbo-sacral belts, silicon 
foam cushions and more.

The initiative seeks to 
assist needy disabled per-

sons and senior cit-
izens by providing 
durable, modern, 
and scientifically 
designed aids and 
appliances. These 
devices are aimed 
at reducing the 
impact of disabili-
ties, preventing 
secondary dis-
abilities, improv-
ing independent 
functioning, and 
promoting social, 
psychological and 
economic rehabili-
tation of the ben-
eficiaries.

The event was 
coordinated by 

Rajesh Sharma, TSWO 
Gandoh, and attended 
by Tushar Chowdhary, 
Audiologist, along with 
the technical team from 
ALIMCO, Mohali.

DC Baramulla reviews progress 
under Capex Budget 2025–26
JI NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 8

In a proactive initiative to 
accelerate developmental 
activities under the Capex 
Budget 2025–26, Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, 
chaired two sector-wise 
review meetings at the DC 
Office Baramulla to assess 
physical and financial 
progress across depart-
ments.

The first meeting 
focused on key depart-
ments including Irriga-
tion, Public Works Depart-
ment (R&B), Education 
(Elementary and Second-
ary), Youth Services & 
Sports, Health, and Public 
Health Engineering (PHE). 
Departmental officers pre-
sented PowerPoint presen-
tations highlighting the 
status of ongoing projects.

DC conducted a 
detailed review, stress-
ing transparency, optimal 
fund utilization, and strict 
quality control in project 
execution.

In the second session, 
DC engaged with officials 
from the Rural Develop-
ment Department (RDD) 
and Urban Local Bodies 
(ULB), reviewing the prog-
ress of PRI, BDC, DDC, 
and urban sector works. 
Emphasis was laid on 
clearing pending liabili-
ties and ensuring progress 

aligns with the fund allo-
cation under these critical 
components.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of timely action, DC 
directed all departments 
to expedite project execu-
tion, regularly update the 
BEAMS portal, and man-
datorily submit detailed 
plans for new works under 
the 2025–26 Capex Budget 
by July 10 to facilitate early 
administrative approvals.

Calling for inter-depart-
mental coordination and 
a focus on high-impact 

public works, DC reiter-
ated the administration’s 
commitment to account-
able and citizen-centric 
governance through 
timely and transparent 
development planning.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Baramulla, Joint 
Director Planning, Super-
intending Engineer R&B, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development, and other 
concerned officers and 
officials were present in 
the meeting.

House Committee on JJM holds 
4th meet at Srinagar

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

The House Committee on 
Jal Jeevan Mission ( JJM) 
today held its fourth meet-
ing at Legislative Assembly 
Complex, Srinagar.

The meeting was 
chaired by Committee 
Chairman Justice (Retd.) 
Hasnain Masoodi and 
attended by members 
Mohammad Yousuf Tari-
gami, Ali Mohammad Dar, 
Altaf Ahmad Wani, Aijaz 
Ahmad Jan,  Ranbir Singh 
Pathania, Tanvir Sadiq, 

Javaid Riyaz (Bedar), 
Muzaffar Iqbal Khan, Rafiq 
Ahmad Naik and Arjun 
Singh Raju.

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, Jal Shakti depart-
ment, Shaleen Kabra; Mis-
sion Director JJM; Chief 
Engineer PHE Jammu/
Kashmir and other senior 
officers of the department 
were present in the meet-
ing.

Speaking during the 
meeting, the Chairman 
underscored that this 
Committee has been given 
an important assignment 

to look in alleged irregu-
larities in implementation 
of JJM, a flagship initiative 
aimed to provide adequate 
and safe drinking water to 
public.

The Chairman also 
called upon the members 
of Committee to conduct 
field visits of districts in 
order to gather on ground 
assessment of various 
works being executed 
under JJM.

The members of the 
Committee, during the 
meeting, also spoke on dif-
ferent aspects of the JJM.

District level workshop on Panchayat 
Advancement Index 2.O held at Shopian
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, JULY 8

One day district level 
workshop on Panchayat 
Advancement Index 2.O 
(PAI) was held today at 
Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat Shopian in 
order to apprise the stake-
holder departments about 
the Localised Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(LSDGs).

Diverse sessions on 
SDGs, their relevance to 
Panchayats, structure and 
utility of PAI and its linkage 
with the nine LSDG themes 
besides understanding new 
improvements in the new 
evaluation tools were con-
ducted by theme experts.

The sessions were pre-
sided over by Additional 
District Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Shopian, 
Dr.Nasir Ahmad Lone, and 
were attended by ACP, 

GM DIC, DTO, ExEn PDD, 
CAO and other officers and 
officials of various depart-
ments.

The focus of the work-
shop was on apprising the 
stakeholder officials about 
the new and improved ver-
sion of Panchayat Evalua-
tion and Assessment.

Panchayat Assessment 

Index ( PAI), formerly Pan-
chayat Development Index( 
PDI) is a comprehensive 
tool designed to assess the 
multi dimensional devel-
opment status of a pan-
chayat, where it evaluates 
the progress of panchayats 
in achieving the Localised 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (LSDGs).

Convergent Planning, 
pooling minimum resourc-
es with maximum output 
was emphasised. Nine 
themes to be targeted 
for saturation included 
advancements in sectors 
including Infrastructure, 
health, education, social 
development, governance, 
environment, etc.

Rana felicitates officials of 
Wildlife Department at Dachigam
JI NEWS SERVICE
DACHIGAM, JULY 8

Minister for Forest, Ecol-
ogy & Environment, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, today felici-
tated the officers and staff 
of the Wildlife Depart-
ment for their outstanding 
achievement in conserva-
tion of protected areas 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
during an event organ-
ised at Dachigam National 
Park.

The Minister appreci-
ated the officers and other 
stakeholders who contrib-
uted in making Dachigam 
National Park highest-
scoring protected area in 
the country with a remark-
able score of 92.97% in 
Management Effectiveness 
Evaluation (MEE) exercise 
conducted by the Wildlife 
Institute of India under the 
aegis of Union Ministry of 
Environment, Forest & Cli-
mate Change.

MLA Salman Ali Sagar; 
Commissioner Secretary, 
Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment, Sheetal Nanda; 
Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forests, Suresh 
Kumar Gupta; Chief Wild-
life Warden, J&K, Sarvesh 
Rai; Senior Officers/ HoDs; 
representatives of NGOs; 
staff and trainees attended 
the felicitation ceremony.

Rana said that Dachi-
gam National Park's 

achievement is a testa-
ment to the unwavering 
commitment and dedica-
tion of the forest depart-
ment, wildlife experts 
and local communities 
towards conservation of 
protected areas.

Hailing the achieve-
ment, Javed Rana said 
that the park's excellence 
in biodiversity protection, 
ecological management, 
staff efficiency and com-
munity engagement has 
set a benchmark for other 
protected areas to follow. 
He said that there is a 
long way to go and hoped 
that the department will 
continue to work with 
renewed enthusiasm.

Highl ight ing  the 
impacts of trespassing nat-
ural boundaries of ecol-
ogy, Javed Rana said that 
today’s climatic challenges 
being faced at national and 
international level are due 

to the ecological imbal-
ance attributed to unre-
stricted man activities. He 
said that JK is bestowed 
with numerous natural 
resources that put addi-
tional responsibilities on 
our shoulders to maintain 
that dignity.

The Minister high-
lighted the importance of 
community awareness, 
anti-poaching efforts and 
collaborative conservation 
initiatives in protecting 
the JK’s natural heritage. 
He also noted the hearten-
ing increase in the Hangul 
population, with 323 indi-
viduals recorded in the 
latest survey of March 
2025, considered a viable 
number.

To further enhance the 
conservation efforts, the 
Minister announced sev-
eral initiatives including 
formal recognition of five 
Wildlife Rescue Centres by 

the Central Zoo Authority, 
operationalization of 18 
new trekking routes and 
improving the habitat of 
wild animals.

The Minister reiterated 
the Omar Abdullah-led 
Government’s commit-
ment to protect Jammu 
and Kashmir's natural 
heritage and promote 
eco-tourism, biodiversity 
monitoring and habitat 
restoration.

On the occasion, the 
Minister inaugurated the 
Wildlife Research & Train-
ing Centre and a one-
day compulsory training 
course on Wildlife Laws 
for Officers.

Javed Rana also released 
a booklet titled “Insights 
to Wildlife Health” and a 
Scroll of Honour on cel-
ebration of the event.

MLA Salam Sagar high-
lighted the need to create 
awareness among the 
locals regarding manage-
ment and conservation 
efforts. Commissioner 
Secretary, Sheetal Nanda, 
said that it is a proud 
moment for all of us that 
Dachigam National Park 
has gained national recog-
nition in conservation and 
management efforts. She 
said that there is need to 
do more for maintaining 
the ecological balance in 
the coming years, amidst 
development pressures.

DC Baramulla chairs DLIC 
meeting under Mission YUVA

JI NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 8

In a significant move 
aimed at empowering the 
youth and fostering self-
employment, a district 
level implementation 
committee (DLIC) meeting 
was held today under Mis-
sion YUVA at Baramulla.

The meeting was 
chaired by the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, 
and witnessed the approv-
al of 53 cases of aspiring 
young entrepreneurs from 
across the district.

The approved cases 
span a wide range of 
sectors, highlighting the 
diverse entrepreneurial 
interests of local youth 
and their potential to 
contribute to Baramulla’s 
economic development. 
These youth will now 
receive financial assis-
tance and capacity-build-
ing support under the Mis-
sion YUVA framework.

Mission YUVA is a flag-
ship initiative of the Gov-

ernment of Jammu & Kash-
mir that aims to create a 
strong support ecosystem 
for youth-led enterprises. 
The mission provides end-
to-end support including 
skill development, finan-
cial aid, mentorship, and 
market linkages to unem-
ployed and aspiring entre-
preneurs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC lauded the enthu-
siasm and participation of 
local youth. He empha-
sized the need for timely 
disbursement of funds 
and continuous mentoring 
to ensure sustainability of 
the approved ventures. 
He remarked that Mission 
YUVA is not just a scheme 
but a movement to instill 
innovation, enterprise, 
and self-reliance among 
the district’s youth.

The meeting was 
attended by all members 
of the DLIC and SBDU, 
as well as officers from 
the District Employment 
& Counselling Centre 
(DE&CC) Baramulla.

A comprehensive pre-

sentation on the applica-
tions received and the 
screening process con-
ducted at the SBDU level 
was shared during the 
session. It was noted that 
intensive awareness cam-
paigns and engagement 
activities across both rural 
and urban areas had gen-
erated a strong response 
from the youth.

The committee also dis-
cussed strategies for fur-
ther mobilization, train-
ing, and digital onboard-
ing of youth under the mis-
sion. DC directed officials 
to intensify outreach pro-
grammes, organize mobile 
registration camps, and 
conduct entrepreneur-
ship awareness drives to 
ensure wider coverage.

He assured the ben-
eficiaries of continuous 
monitoring and support 
from the administration 
and expressed hope that 
Mission YUVA would open 
new avenues of livelihood 
while reducing depen-
dence on government 
jobs.

DDC Pulwama 
finalizes District 
Capex Plan 
2025–26
JI NEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, JULY 8

District Develop-
ment Council (DDC) 
Pulwama today con-
vened a comprehen-
sive meeting here to 
finalize the District 
Capex Plan for the 
financial year 2025–
26.

The meeting wit-
nessed the presence 
of DDC members, 
Additional District 
Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) 
Pulwama, Chief 
Planning Officer 
(CPO) Pulwama, 
Super intending 
Engineer (SE) Pul-
wama, Assistant 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Development (ACD) 
Pulwama, Chief 
Education Officer 
(CEO) Pulwama, 
Executive Engineers 
from PHE Awanti-
pora and R&B Pul-
wama/Awantipora, 
District Health 
Officer Pulwama, 
District Youth Ser-
vices and Sports 
Officer Pulwama, 
Block Development 
Officers of various 
blocks, and other 
district and sectoral 
officers.

At the outset, the 
CPO Pulwama pre-
sented a compre-
hensive PowerPoint 
presentation, detail-
ing the sector-wise 
allocation of funds 
earmarked for vari-
ous developmental 
works under the 
District Capex Plan.

During the meet-
ing, DDC members 
actively highlighted 
key developmental 
concerns from their 
respective constitu-
encies and put forth 
valuable suggestions 
aimed at improving 
the performance 
and delivery of vari-
ous departments. A 
threadbare discus-
sion was held on the 
Area Development 
Plan, Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion ( JJM), and pri-
oritization of critical 
infrastructure and 
welfare works.

After extensive 
deliberations, the 
DDC Council unani-
mously approved 
the Area Develop-
ment Plan under 
the District Capex 
Budget 2025–26.
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Committee on Privileges holds 
meeting in Srinagar
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

The Committee on Privileg-
es of the Jammu and Kash-
mir Legislative Assembly 
today convened a meeting 
at the Assembly Complex 
in Srinagar to deliberate on 
matters pertaining to the 
privileges and entitlements 
of legislators.

The meeting was chaired 
by Committee Chairman 
Nizam-ud-Din Bhat and 
attended by Members of 
the Legislative Assembly 
(MLAs), including Vikram 
Randhawa, Javaid Riyaz 
(Bedar), Salman Sagar, 
Reyaz Ahmad Khan, Bharat 
Bhushan and Javaid Iqbal.

The Chairman empha-
sized the importance of 
legislators asserting their 
constitutional rights and 
privileges across all appro-
priate platforms. He high-
lighted the need for a clear 

framework to ensure that 
the dignity and functioning 
of elected representatives 
is preserved and respect-
ed.

The Committee resolved 
to hold a joint meeting 
with the heads of the Law, 
General Administration 
Department (GAD) and 
Protocol Department to 
address issues within the 
ambit of constitutional 
mandate and ensure better 
coordination among the 
concerned departments.

The members held a 
threadbare discussion on 
a range of issues includ-
ing staff support (drivers), 
security arrangements, 
housing and office facilities 

and other privileges for the 
legislators.

The Committee also 
underscored the need for 
enhanced hostel accom-
modations and club facili-
ties for both the sitting 
and former legislators in 
Jammu and Srinagar.

The Chairman expressed 
confidence in the collective 
capabilities of the Commit-
tee members to contribute 
constructively and uphold 
the integrity of the insti-
tution. He reiterated that 
the Committee would work 
strictly within its defined 
mandate and would meet 
regularly to devise action-
able plans for resolving the 
issues placed before it.

The members actively 
participated in the discus-
sions, offering valuable 
suggestions and feedback 
on key concerns impacting 
the functioning of legisla-
tors.

DLIC meeting under Mission 
YUVA held at Kishtwar
JI NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, JULY 8

The 2nd meeting of the 
District Level Implemen-
tation Committee (DLIC) 
under Mission YUVA was 
convened today under the 
chairmanship of District 
Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Kishtwar, 
Pankaj Kumar Sharma in 
the VC Room of the DC 
Office Complex, Kishtwar.

The meeting aimed to 
review and approve appli-
cations received under Mis-
sion YUVA—a flagship ini-
tiative focused on promot-
ing youth entrepreneur-
ship and self-employment 
in the district.

A total of 77 applica-
tions, verified by the Skill 
and Business Develop-
ment Unit (SBDU) were 
presented before the 
committee. After detailed 

scrutiny based on eligibil-
ity, business viability, and 
the applicants' socio-eco-
nomic background, all 77 
proposals were approved 
for financial assistance 
and handholding support 
under the Mission YUVA 
framework.

While addressing the 
committee, the DDC 
emphasized the need to 
widen outreach efforts 
by conducting awareness 
camps and mobile registra-
tion drives, particularly in 
remote and underserved 
areas, to ensure that the 

benefits of Mission YUVA 
reach every eligible youth 
in the district.

He also directed the Dis-
trict Nodal Officer ( JKEDI) 
and Functional Manager 
(DIC) to expedite the for-
mulation of Detailed Proj-
ect Reports (DPRs) and 
ensure their prompt verifi-
cation at the SBDU level, so 
that pending applications 
can be processed without 
delay.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commission-
er (ADDC), Pawan Kotwal; 
Assistant Director Employ-
ment, Shafaqat Keen; Dis-
trict Nodal Officer, JKEDI; 
Rep. Cluster Head, JK 
Bank; Employment Offi-
cer, Vinod Shant and rep-
resentatives from the Agri-
culture and Social Welfare 
Departments among other 
concerned officials.

DLSA organizes One- Day Capacity Building Programme on 
“Child protection and Explosive Ordinance Risk Education”
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 8

The District Legal Services 
Authority Jammu (DLSA), 
under the aegis of the 
Jammu & Kashmir Legal 
Services Authority ( JKLSA) 
and in collaboration with 
UNICEF today organized 
a One Day Capacity Build-
ing Programme on “Child 
Protection and Explosive 
Ordnance Risk Education 
(EORE)” at RMG Inter-
national School, Jandial 
Akhnoor, Jammu in fur-
therance to the NALSA 
(Child-Friendly Legal 
Services for Children) 
Scheme, 2024.

The programme was 
inaugurated by Y. P. Bour-
ney, Principal District & 
Sessions Judge and Chair-
man District Legal Ser-
vices Authority Jammu. 
The Training programme 
was organized under the 
overall supervision of Dr. 
Smriti Sharma, Secretary 
District Legal Services 

Authority Jammu.
The event began with a 

welcome address by Ms. 
Arushi Shukla, Munsiff/
Chairman Tehsil Legal Ser-
vices Committee Akhnoor 
who underscored the 
need for a united and 
informed approach to 
child welfare and safety. 
“It is our collective 
responsibility to ensure 
that every child lives in a 
safe, nurturing, and just 
environment,” said the 
Chairman, TLSC Akhnoor. 
“Through this capacity 
building programme, we 
aim to strengthen the 
capabilities of frontline 
workers and stakeholders 
to identify risks, respond 
to child protection issues 
effectively and educate 
communities—particu-
larly children—about the 
dangers of unexploded 
ordnance.”

In the inaugural 
address, Pr. and Dis-
trict Judge, Jammu Y. P. 
Bourney emphasized the 

importance of strengthen-
ing child protection mech-
anisms and raising aware-
ness about the risks posed 
by explosive ordnance, 
especially in sensitive 
and vulnerable regions. 
He also highlighted the 
need for all stakeholders 
to adopt a child-centric 
approach in delivering 
legal & social services 
and thanked UNICEF, J&K 
Legal Services Authority 
and District Legal Servic-
es Authority Jammu for 
organizing this One Day 
Training Programme for 
all the stakeholders who 
are working in the field of 
child protection.

The  pro gramme 

brought together a diverse 
group of participants, 
including officials from 
Legal Aid Defense Coun-
sels, Panel Lawyer of 
DLSA Jammu, members 
of Child Welfare Com-
mittee, members of One 
Stop Centre, Member of 
Juvenile Justice Board, 
District Coordinator from 
the Chief Education Office 
Jammu, Members of Spe-
cial Juvenile Police Unit 
Officers and Para Legal 
Volunteers of District 
Legal Services Authority 
Jammu and Akhnoor. It 
aimed to enhance their 
understanding and capaci-
ties on child rights, protec-
tion frameworks, and the 

critical subject of Explo-
sive Ordnance Risk Edu-
cation.

The sessions were con-
ducted by Three Expert 
Resource Persons:

Mr. Syed Mujtaba, Coor-
dinator from UNICEF, 
who shared global best 
practices and community-
based strategies to address 
Explosive Ordnance Risk 
Education (EORE) in 
affected regions.

Adv. Ms. Deepali Arora, 
Panel Lawyer of DLSA 
Jammu, who discussed 
the legal safeguards avail-
able for children and 
the importance of child-
friendly procedures in the 
justice system.

Ms. Vidhi Dubey, Chair-
person of Child Welfare 
Committee (CWC), who 
spoke on the operational 
aspects of child protec-
tion systems and the role 
of institutional support in 
ensuring safety and reha-
bilitation of children at 
risk.

Ms. Pooja Jamwal, 
Deputy Legal Aid Defense 
Counsel Jammu conduct-
ed the whole proceedings 
of the programme.

At the conclusion of the 
event, Dr. Smriti Sharma, 
Secretary of District Legal 
Services Authority Jammu 
extended a heartfelt vote 
of thanks to all dignitar-
ies, guests and partici-
pants. In her address, she 
expressed deep gratitude 
to the Pr. District & Ses-
sions Judge and Chair-
man of DLSA Jammu for 
his guidance and pres-
ence, which significantly 
enriched the program.

Later, the interactive 
programme between 
the participants and 
the Resource Persons 
received an overwhelming 
response and concluded 
with a commitment from 
all stakeholders to contin-
ue collaborative efforts in 
securing the rights, safety 
and well-being of every 
child in the district.

Dy CM conducts surprise 
inspection of CE R&B, PMGSY 
offices in Srinagar

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

Deputy Chief Minister, 
Surinder Choudhary, 
today conducted a sur-
prise inspection of Chief 
Engineer PWD (R&B) and 
PMGSY offices in Rajbagh, 
Srinagar to assess the 
operational efficiency and 
employee punctuality.

The inspection was 
aimed at ensuring seam-
lessly functioning of the 
department, with a focus 
on timely execution of 
duties and projects.

During the inspection, 
the Dy CM reviewed the 
attendance registers to 

verify the presence of staff 
across different branches. 
He emphasised the impor-
tance of punctuality, stat-
ing that timely arrival at the 
workplace was essential for 
maintaining discipline and 
ensuring smooth opera-
tions.

Surinder Choudhary, 
while interacting with the 
staff there, maintained that 
the government is com-
mitted to ensure speedy 
and hassle free deliver-
ance of public services to 
the people. He directed 
the employees to strictly 
adhere to office hours, 
underscoring that consis-
tent punctuality reflects 

a commitment to 
public service and 
enhanced depart-
ment’s credibility.

The Dy CM also 
instructed the offi-
cials to avoid any 
mismanagement 
in their work and 
prioritise timely 
completion of all 
ongoing projects. 
He highlighted 
that delay in proj-
ect execution 
could weaken 
public trust. He 
stressed that dis-
ciplined work 

ethics are foundational 
towards achieving the 
departmental goals.

The Deputy Chief 
Minister also asked the 
senior officials to closely 
monitor the attendance 
and project progress, 
ensuring that any lapse in 
this regard is addressed 
promptly.

Emphasizing on 
the need for transpar-
ency, timely execution, 
improved citizen service 
and cleanliness, the Dy 
CM stressed for speedy 
disposal of pending bills 
for seamless execution 
of projects without any 
hindrance.

One day district level workshop 
on Panchayat Advancement 
Index held at Udhampur

JI NEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JULY 8

A one-day District level 
workshop on the Panchay-
at Advancement Index 
organized by the Depart-
ment of Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati 
Raj here at Conference 
Hall DC Office Complex, 
Udhampur.

The workshop was 
aimed at sensitizing con-
cerned stakeholders about 
the Panchayat Advance-
ment Index, a multi-
dimensional assessment 
tool designed to evaluate 
the overall developmental 
status of Gram Panchay-
ats.

Deputy Commissioner 
Udhampur, Saloni Rai pre-
sided over the workshop. 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Prem Singh, 
Chief Planning Officer 
Mohammad Iqbal, Assis-
tant Commissioner Rev-
enue Dr. Umesh Shan, 
Assistant Commissioner 

Panchayat Dr. Ashwani 
Hansa along with other 
concerned officers and 
field functionaries attend-
ed the workshop.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC emphasized 
the importance of the 
Panchayat Advancement 
Index in achieving inclu-
sive and targeted devel-
opment at the grassroots 
level. She urged all stake-
holders to actively mobi-
lize field functionaries for 
effective implementation 
of PAI themes and direct-
ed the concerned depart-
ments to maintain utmost 
accuracy while uploading 
data on the PAI portal.

Nida Rafiq, Thematic 
Expert, Department of 
Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj briefed the 
participants on the objec-
tives and significance of 
the Panchayat Develop-
ment Index. She explained 
that PAI is a structured 
tool to monitor and mea-
sure the socio-economic 

and infrastructural growth 
of Panchayats across key 
indicators of sustainable 
development goals.

A detailed presenta-
tion was given on various 
themes under PAI-2.0 viz. 
child-friendly panchayat, 
water-sufficient panchay-
at, clean and green pan-
chayat and self-sufficient 
infrastructure in pan-
chayats. The presentation 
also elaborated on socio-
economic indicators and 
performance parameters 
essential for assessing the 
well-being of rural com-
munities under the PAI 
framework.

Participants were also 
provided with hands-on 
training on the PAI portal 
to ensure efficient and 
accurate data entry and 
monitoring.

 A video documentary 
highlighting the method-
ology and impact of the 
Panchayat Advancement 
Index was also screened 
during the session.

JKEDI concludes MDPs 
in 4 districts, trains 81 
entrepreneurs under RAMP

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute ( JKEDI) 
has successfully conclud-
ed a series of Management 
Development Programs 
(MDPs) across four dis-
tricts under the Raising 
and Accelerating MSME 
Performance (RAMP) 
scheme.

The initiative is being 
funded by the Union Min-
istry of MSME and imple-
mented in the Union Terri-
tory by the Industries and 
Commerce Department, 
J&K.

The training programs, 
which commenced on 
June 30, 2025, were 
held simultaneously in 
Budgam, Kupwara, Pul-
wama and Shopian. A total 
of 81 aspiring and existing 
entrepreneurs, including 
48 women, participated in 
the six-day comprehensive 
training.

The MDPs focused on 
enhancing the manageri-
al, financial and strategic 
skills of the participants, 
aiming to help them scale 
up operations, boost com-
petitiveness and build sus-

tainable enterprises. The 
curriculum, meticulously 
developed by the subject 
matter experts, featured 
modules on business plan-
ning, marketing strategies, 
digital tools, financial lit-
eracy, legal compliance, 
innovation and leader-
ship.

To provide practical 
exposure, the programs 
also included field visits 
to successful business ven-
tures, interactive sessions 
with sector specialists 
and mentorship opportu-
nities. Experts from Dis-
trict Industries Centres 
(DICs) and the Labour 
and Employment Depart-
ment shared insights with 
participants, helping them 
align their ventures with 
current industry practices.

The MDPs were moni-
tored by designated 
Range/Reviewing Officers, 
who regularly engaged 
with the trainees and gath-
ered feedback to ensure 
quality and relevance of 
the training.

This initiative aligns 
with the broader objec-
tives of the RAMP scheme 
to strengthen the MSME 
ecosystem across the 
Union Territory.

Pre-Lok Adalat 
sessions for 
cases of serving 
Armed Personnel, 
Ex-Servicemen & 
Veer Naris on July 
15 in Kulgam
JI NEWS SERVICE
KULGAM, JULY 8

As directed by 
J&K Legal Services 
Authority, special 
Pre-Lok Adalat ses-
sions for cases related 
to serving Armed Per-
sonnel, Ex-Service-
men, and Veer Naris 
is scheduled to be 
held at District Court 
Complex Kulgam and 
in Taluka Courts of 
the district on 15 July, 
2025.

During the pro-
ceedings, all such 
cases pre and post 
litigation pending 
before the courts 
shall be taken up for 
amicable settlement.
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE...

J&K people know...
towards peace, progress and prosperity. Under the 

leadership of PM Modi, J&K is an unstoppable force and 
it will continue to flourish,” the Lieutenant Governor 
said.
J&K HAS EMERGED AS ONE OF TOP TRAVEL DESTINATIONS IN 
COUNTRY

Highlighting the unprecedented development Jammu 
and Kashmir has witnessed since the abrogation of Arti-
cle 370 on August 5, 2019, LG Sinha said, “The region 
has emerged as one of the top travel destinations in 
the country, surpassing the national average in tourist 
influx.”

“In 2024 alone, more than 2.02 crore tourists visited 
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said. “This record-breaking 
figure reflects a transformational change in the UT’s 
tourism sector. We are not only promoting traditional 
tourist destinations, but also focusing on adventure 
tourism, border tourism, and off-beat locations like 
Bangus and Lolab, which are now attracting lakhs of 
visitors annually.”

Calling the successful hosting of the G20 summit in 
Kashmir a "landmark achievement," LG Sinha said it 
has elevated the global profile of the region and show-
cased its potential as a world-class travel and investment 
destination.

“This was followed by major international and 
national events which not only showcased our organiza-
tional capabilities but presented J&K as a destination for 
luxury, film, entertainment, and global engagement,” 
he added.

He said that Jammu and Kashmir has made strides in 
inclusivity and grassroots empowerment through tour-
ism. “More than 65% of homestays in J&K are being run 
by women, reflecting a new era of empowerment and 
economic participation,” he said. He also said that the 
country’s first Book Village was established in Kashmir 
in 2023, further enriching the cultural tourism land-
scape.

With a view to boost high-value tourism and create 
sustainable destinations, LG Sinha announced the 
development of a major tourism infrastructure project 
in Srinagar. “A 146-acre land parcel at Tatoo Ground, 
being developed by the Government of India will soon 
become a global tourist hub. I am confident that once 
this project is completed, Kashmir will attract more 
tourists than even Davos,” he asserted.

He revealed that plans are in motion to construct a 
ropeway leading up to the holy Amarnath Cave Shrine 
to ease the journey for pilgrims and promote spiritual 
tourism.

“We are also exploring ways to develop two Phase 
Ropeway for to the holy cave shrine to facilitate the old-
aged and divyangjan,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

Highlighting the revival of Bollywood's interest in 
the region, which was dormant for over three decades, 
LG Sinha said, “Jammu and Kashmir is now a favourite 
destination not just for tourism, but also for weddings 
and film shoots, bringing in a new wave of economic 
opportunities.”

In the past five years, over 5,000 hotels have been 
constructed across the Union Territory. “While I 
acknowledge that many of these structures may have 
bypassed certain regulations, it is important to note 
that nearly 90% of the investment in these hospitality 
units has come from the native residents of Kashmir,” 
he said, calling it a testament to the people's confidence 
in the region's future.

He said, “Peace is the prerequisite for development, 
and the people of J&K have shown that they are ready 
to embrace progress. The government is committed to 
ensuring this peace remains enduring and inclusive.”

Referring to J&K’s natural beauty, LG Sinha said, “God 
has truly been generous to Jammu and Kashmir. This 
land, adorned with snow-capped peaks, shimmering 
lakes, apple-laden orchards, temples and rolling mead-
ows, is a living canvas of natural beauty, spirituality 
and peace.”

We have strengthened traditional tourism circuits 
and expanded tourism’s horizon. We have ensured 
benefits of tourism reach every corner of J&K UT and 
transform lives. The people of J&K and their warm 
hospitality makes Jammu and Kashmir a truly fascinat-
ing tourist destination,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also reiterated the adminis-
tration’s commitment to promote sustainable tourism, 
under the SPREAD (Strategic Promotion and Revamping 
of Emerging Alternate Destinations in J&K). This strat-
egy aims to mitigate environmental pressure by diver-
sifying tourist activities to lesser-known and emerging 
destinations.

“Our aim is to bring 9 Emerging Destinations on the 
national-international tourism map and provide direct 
employment to at least 5 lakh people in the first year 
and these destinations will be able to attract high value 
tourists,” he added.

The occasion was also graced by Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, Union Minister for Culture and Tourism. 
Others who were present included V. Vidyavathi, Union 
Secretary, Tourism; Suman Billa, Additional Secretary 
& Director General, Tourism; Gyan Bhushan, Senior 
Economic Advisor, Tourism, Praveen Kumar Rai, Joint 
Secretary, MHA; Tourism Secretaries, officials from 
Government of India and UT Administration, panellists 
and experts. KNO

LG reviews progress...
K. Bhandari, Principal Secretary to Lieutenant Gover-

nor; Dr Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, Secretary, Health and 
Medical Education; Shri Baseer UI Haq Chaudhary, Mis-
sion Director, NHM J&K; Deputy Commissioners; Heads 
of Medical & Health institutions and senior officials.

The Lieutenant Governor reviewed the strategies and 
actionable plans aimed at accelerating TB case detec-
tion, improving treatment outcomes, identifying chal-
lenges, and ensuring inter-departmental coordination 
to achieve the national goal of TB elimination.

The Lieutenant Governor called for collaborative 
efforts towards eliminating tuberculosis. “TB Mukt 
Jammu Kashmir should be our common goal,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor desired the use of various 
forms of media for generating awareness about all the 
aspects of TB. He also exhorted the Health Department 

to ensure that its field functionaries work tirelessly for 
the success of the programme. This must include close 
monitoring of all TB patients so that they regularly con-
sume prescribed medicines and do not become drug 
resistant. Use of IEC in the form of daily SMS and phone 
calls to the patients for ensuring that they do not miss 
their daily dose of medicine, was also stressed upon.

The Lieutenant Governor asked the Health Depart-
ment to make all efforts for ensuring the availability of 
diagnostic machines including CBNAAT and TrueNat 
across the length and breadth of the UT.

“This would go a long way in increasing the testing of 
patients and screening of the population with the aim 
of achieving TB Mukt J&K and TB Mukt Bharat at the 
earliest,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor asked Deputy Commission-
ers to broaden the IEC and awareness campaigns and 
take onboard the religious leaders, healthcare profes-
sionals, sportspersons, prominent citizens, Self-Help 
Groups and Social organisations to reduce stigma asso-
ciated with tuberculosis.

He further directed for mapping of vulnerable 
populations through screening and testing on prior-
ity, enhancing Diagnostics, Treatment, and promoting 
Early Diagnosis. People should be encouraged to regis-
ter themselves as Ni-Kshay Mitras, he added.

Meeting also discussed the performance of Jammu 
Kashmir on various Parameters under National TB Elim-
ination Programme, achievements registered under 
TB Mukt Panchayat Initiative, Media workshops for TB 
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, saturation of Ayushman Bharat 
Golden cards, procurements of treatment and testing 
equipment.

Dr Syed Abid Rasheed Shah, Secretary, Health and 
Medical Education gave a detailed presentation on Dis-
trict wise status of Treatment Outcome, Presumptive TB 
Testing and Strategic Plan activities being implemented 
across the UT—(KNO)

Pahalgam terror attack...
Pahalgam terror attack as ‘Amavas ki kali raat’ and 

focus on building a brighter tomorrow.”
Referring to the ongoing tourism secretaries’ Meet 

of Union Territories” he said, “It’s for the first time, 
such an event is being held to collectively discuss and 
promote tourism in the UTs.”

The Union Minister emphasized that Jammu and 
Kashmir has undergone a transformative journey since 
the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019. “J&K has witnessed 
unprecedented development in recent years,” he said.

He said that the global outlook towards India is 
changing rapidly, with tourism playing a significant 
role in driving economic growth and improving India's 
international image. “Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has always maintained that the Union Territories, must 
emerge as tourism powerhouses,” Shekhawat said.

Highlighting the diversification of religious tourism 
in J&K, the Minister said that earlier the region was 
known only for select pilgrimage sites. “Now, multiple 
new locations have been integrated into the religious 
tourism circuit,” he added.

He also stressed the potential of adventure, water, 
and nature-based tourism in the UT. “Lavender tourism, 
for instance, has drawn lakhs of tourists to Jammu and 
Kashmir and become an emerging attraction,” he said.

Underscoring the importance of accessibility, Shek-
hawat noted that “the first prerequisite to develop any 
tourist destination is ease of access—via road, rail, or 
air.”

He called for significant infrastructural efforts to 
transform lesser-known locations into global tourist 
hubs.

The Minister proposed a forward-looking, structured 
approach to tourism promotion. “To make any destina-
tion globally recognized, we need to put in sustained 
effort. Events and festivals should be calendarized and 
repeated annually to create a lasting identity,” he said. 
“Monthly exhibitions, fixed-date festivals, and curated 
cultural experiences can become the foundation for 
off-season tourism.”. KNO

UT framework restricts...
issues would be resolved before his next visit in ten 

days. He added that if the Chief Minister is actively 
monitoring the administration, the officers should be 
equally alert in carrying out their duties.

Choudhary said that with the Darbar move in Kash-
mir and several new project packages under schemes 
like PMGSY and PWD, the government is working on a 
fast track to implement projects.

"Although some work has been temporarily affected 
by rain, the government remains focused on meeting 
public expectations," he added.

On the issue of contractor protests over pending 
payments and implementation of legislative proposals, 
Choudhary said that while some individuals are inclined 
towards protest, the administration is ready to listen to 
and resolve genuine grievances through dialogue.

"The government is not afraid of protests but believes 
that peaceful discussion is the appropriate way to 
resolve issues," he said..

The Deputy CM urged contractors to consider the 
financial limitations of a Union Territory and to raise 
concerns with the administration instead of resorting to 
agitation. He said that if the work has been completed as 
per the tenders, the government must make payments.

Choudhary said Jammu and Kashmir belongs to all 
its residents, and both regions must move forward 
together. "Cooperation between contractors and the 
administration is essential to ensure development con-
tinues without disruption," he added. KNO

J&K tourism reviving...
they are expecting it to match last year’s figures very 

soon, adding that the tourism sector is bouncing back 
in Jammu and Kashmir and is once again becoming the 
preferred and favourite destination for travellers.

Mudgal was responding to a query about the slump in 
tourism activities following the Pahalgam terror attack. 
She praised the efforts made by the Lieutenant Gover-
nor and government officials for the ongoing revival of 
the tourism sector.

Regarding the two-day event held at SKICC, the Sec-

retary described it as the biggest event of the year, 
saying it has set a tone for the season ahead. “In the 
event, secretaries from all states and Union Territories 
participated in a brainstorming session, which was held 
on the directions of the Ministry of Tourism (MoT), in 
which the Lieutenant Governor himself participated. 
Such an event indicates that J&K has been a priority 
destination for the government,” she said.

Notably, the Union Ministry for Tourism organised a 
two-day Tourism Secretaries’ Conference for all States 
and Union Territories at the Sher-i-Kashmir Interna-
tional Conference Centre (SKICC), Srinagar, on 7th and 
8th July 2025, for the first time in Jammu & Kashmir. The 
national event brought together Tourism Secretaries 
and Heads from across the country for high-level delib-
erations on collaborative policy-making and strategic 
planning in the tourism sector.

The conference focused on key national policy areas 
such as tourism-related budget announcements for 
2025–26, destination development and infrastructure 
initiatives, review of sanctioned projects, promotion 
and marketing strategies, investment opportunities, 
and film tourism promotion.

A special session dedicated exclusively to Union Ter-
ritories was held on Tuesday. KNO

CS reviews preparations...
by a mega legal awareness camp for the tribals at 

Juvenile Home, Harwan, Srinagar, with stalls by twelve 
different departments.

The Chief Secretary emphasized upon making all the 
arrangements beforehand and designated the Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir, as an overall Nodal Officer 
to finalise the same in coordination with other line 
departments.

Overall coordination for the event will be managed 
by Registrar General, High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh, M K Sharma, who is also Principal Secre-
tary to Chief Justice of High Court of Jammu & Kashmir 
and Ladakh.

It was informed that various sub-committees have 
been formed to ensure seamless execution, cover-
ing aspects like liaison with the government, finance, 
coordination with the Judges, reception, transport, 
accommodation, venue arrangements, catering, cul-
tural events, stationery, mementos, correspondence, 
IT/communication and media coordination.

The Mega Legal Awareness Camp at Harwan will fea-
ture stalls from 12 departments including Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Tribal Affairs, Handloom & Handicraft, 
Industries & Commerce, Social Welfare, Tourism & 
Cultural Academy, Health Services, Floriculture, J&K 
Bank, Legal Services Authority and Youth Services & 
Sports. The Directors of these departments will serve 
as Nodal Officers for their respective stalls.

It is pertinent to mention here that the conference 
serves as a crucial platform for legal luminaries and 
stakeholders from the North Zone to deliberate on 
advancements in legal aid, access to justice and effec-
tive implementation of legal services programs for the 
benefit of citizens across this region.

Those who were present in the meeting included 
Registrar General , Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh High 
Court; Member Secretary, J&K, SLSA; Principal Sec-
retary, Home; Principal Secretary, Finance; Commis-
sioner Secretary, GAD and Information Departments; 
Divisional Commissioner, Kashmir; Secretary, Tribal 
Affairs; Secretary, RDD; Director, Information; Director, 
Handicrafts along with officers from other concerned 
departments.

Amarnath Yatra...
He said the Yatra is continuing smoothly on both the 

Pahalgam and Baltal routes and is expected to draw 
more devotees in the coming days.

Moreover, Director General of Police (DGP), Jammu 
and Kashmir, Nalin Prabhat, conducted a comprehen-
sive security review along the Baltal axis on Tuesday.

The DGP assessed the deployment and operational 
preparedness of forces guarding the Yatra route. "DGP 
J&K Shri Nalin Prabhat alongwith IGP Kashmir, DIG 
Central Kashmir Range & senior officers conducted 
#security review of ongoing #yatra along the Baltal 
axis today. The officers later reviewed the security and 
pilgrim facilities at #Shadipora, #Manigam and #Baltal 
Yatra camps," Kashmir Zone Police post on X.

The pilgrimage to the 3,880-metre-high cave shrine 
of Lord Shiva in the south Kashmir Himalayas started 
on July 3 and will conclude on August 9. KNO

Jammu tourism website...
Suites by Radisson, remains listed.
The lesser-known properties like Muskan Hotel (P) 

Ltd in Channi and Skyline Hotel in Narwal Chowk are 
misclassified as Class A hotels, creating confusion for 
visitors. Even more concerning is that a long-shuttered 
hotel, 17 Mills Hotel on Jammu Pathankot Highway, 
continues to be listed.

The role of the Directorate of Tourism, Jammu, is 
crucial in promoting the region’s diverse attractions—
from religious pilgrimages like Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
Yatra, Shri Amarnath ji Yatra, and Machail Mata Yatra 
to scenic monuments, trekking routes, and wellness 
tourism. Yet, essential information about these key 
destinations, especially the Machail Mata Yatra, which 
attracts lakhs of pilgrims annually, is either missing or 
incomplete. Similarly, details about Buddhist sites in 
Padder-Akhnoor, trekking routes, and wellness tourism 
options are largely absent, despite increasing interest.

The website lacks high-quality photographs, interac-
tive maps, virtual tours, and direct booking links for 
JKTDC accommodations, leaving visitors with limited 
resources to plan their trips effectively. Private tourism 
platforms now offer comprehensive guides, visuals, and 
itineraries that the official site fails to match.

A local travel trader told KNO, “The tourism sector 
in Jammu cannot afford to lag in the digital age. With 
millions of travellers turning to online platforms, an 
outdated website is a missed opportunity to showcase 
Jammu’s rich spiritual, cultural, and adventure offer-
ings. This not only hampers promotion but also risks 
driving tourists elsewhere, impacting local businesses 
and the regional economy.”

Another travel agent said, "The Department of Tour-
ism must undertake an immediate overhaul of the 
website, ensure updated contact information, detailed 
guides to attractions, high-resolution images, virtual 
tours, and seamless booking options for government-
operated properties."

Such modernisation, he said, is essential to harness 
Jammu’s full tourism potential and provide visitors with 
a user-friendly, informative online experience. KNO

Schools in J&K reopen...
break — from June 23 to July 7 — for all schools across 

the valley due to the soaring temperatures.

Civil Defence Holds Disaster 
Preparedness Awareness 
Camp at NCC Nagrota

JI NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, JULY 8

One day awareness pro-
gramme was held at NCC 
camp Nagrota, which 
was organized by Civil 
Defence, Jammu under 
the supervision of Dy.SP. 
Zia- Ul- Haq, Dy. Control-
ler Civil Defence Jammu. 
The programme was orga-
nized in the premises of 
the NCC Camp, Nagrota 
where 250 NCC cadets 
of  JK NCC Poonch  have 
participated.  Awareness 
about the basic knowledge 
of First Aid, Fire fighting, 
CPR and other life saving 
techniques especially pre-

ventive measures taken up 
during Air Raid was given 
to the NCC Cadets  by 
the Civil Defence expert.  
During the programme 
demonstration was also 
presented by the Civil 
Defence team. The main 
aim of the programme 
was to aware the students/
staff  with regarding pre-
ventive measures to be 
taken during natural / 
man-made disasters

Sh. Paramjit Kumar, 
Chief Warden CD Jammu, 
Sh. R. Vijay Magotra Dy. 
Chief Warden CD Jammu 
and other staff of NCC 
Nagrota also present on 
the occasion. 

Notice
That I, intend to gift Flat No. 16-C Sector A in Hous-
ing Colony, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu to my  Grandson 
Mr. Amber Sharma s/o sh. Rajeev Kumar Sharma 
R/O 16-C SFS Flats, Last Morh, Gandhi Nagar, 
Jammu. 

I have applied for transfer of leasehold rights of 
above said plot in favour of my grandson Amber 
Sharma, S/O Rajeev Kumar Sharma. Objection, if 
any, may be conveyed to the Managing Director, 
J&K Housing Board, Green Belt Park, Gandhinagar, 
Jammu within a period of 15 days from the date of 
publication of this Notice. However, no objection 
will be entertained after the expiry of the above 
said period.
Name: Santosh Kumari
W/O Late Sh. Yoginder Nath Dogra
R/O House no. 34, ward no. 2, kathua (J&K)

Shree Amarnath ji Yatra 2025 
triumphs over terror, showcases 
unity and devotion: BJP

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 8

Shree Amarnath ji Yatra 
2025 triumphs over terror, 
showcases unity and devo-
tion, stated Adv. Purnima 
Sharma in a press confer-
ence held at BJP Head-
quarters, Trikuta Nagar, 
Jammu.

BJP Spokesperson 
Adv. Purnima Sharma, 
accompanied by BJP 
Media Incharge Dr. Pard-
eep Mahotra and senior 
BJP leader Bawa Sharma, 
addressed the media on 
the ongoing Amarnath 
Yatra 2025 and its sig-
nificance for the socio-
economic and spiritual 
landscape of Jammu & 
Kashmir.

Adv. Purnima Sharma 
paid heartfelt tribute to the 
unshakable spirit of the 

devotees, stating, “Despite 
the unfortunate and bar-
baric terrorist attack near 
Pahalgam that jolted the 
entire country, the unwav-
ering devotion of crores 
of pilgrims toward Baba 
Barfani remains unbro-
ken. Their steadfast faith 
has triumphed over the 
forces of fear. This year’s 
Yatra is not only a religious 
journey but a testament to 
India’s spiritual resilience 
and national unity.”

She informed the media 
that over 1.85 lakh pilgrims 
had already completed the 
holy pilgrimage in the first 
week, and the administra-
tion expects more than 5 
lakh pilgrims to visit this 
year. “This phenomenal 
participation proves one 
thing clearly, terrorism 
can never defeat devo-
tion,” she said.
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Distt admin Bandipora organizes workshop 
on Panchayat Advancement Index 2.0
JI NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, JULY 8

District administration 
Bandipora on Tuesday 
organized a day-long 
training-cum-workshop 
on Panchayat Advance-
ment Index (PAI) 2.0 at 
the Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat Bandipora.

The programme was 
presided over by Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Ban-
dipora, Manzoor Ahmad 
Qadri.

Among others, Assis-
tant Commissioner Devel-
opment (ACD) Bandipora, 
District Treasury Officer, 
State Resource Persons 
from the Department of 
Panchayati Raj J&K, and 
officers from various line 
departments participated 
in the session.

The workshop was 
organised to raise aware-
ness and build capac-
ity among district officers 
regarding the recently 
launched PAI 2.0, an 
evolved version of the 
Panchayat Development 
Index (PDI).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the State Resource 
Person highlighted that 
PAI is a multi-sectoral tool 
developed to measure the 
progress of Localization of 

Sustainable Development 
Goals (LSDGs) at the Pan-
chayat level. He informed 
that the index was initially 
introduced as PDI by the 
Ministry of Panchayati 
Raj (MoPR), Government 
of India, in 2023.

On the occasion, it was 
informed that PAI 2.0, 
launched this year, has 
been modified to enhance 
outcome-based develop-
ment tracking and to 
promote evidence-based 
planning at the grassroots 
level. The tool ranks Gram 
Panchayats based on their 
performance across vari-
ous thematic areas, foster-
ing healthy competition 
and supporting their jour-
ney toward achieving the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) by 2030.

During the programme, 
resource person further 
informed that the index 
has been prepared with 
technical support from 
NITI Aayog and the Min-
istry of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation 
(MoSPI), aligning with the 
global 2030 SDG agenda 
adopted by 193 countries, 
including India. Progress 
under the 17 SDGs at the 
national level is monitored 
by NITI Aayog through the 
National Indicator Frame-

work (NIF) of MoSPI.
It was shared that the 

earlier version, PDI, 
included 577 indicators 
across 9 themes, cover-
ing 144 targets and 688 
data points. The data 
for FY 2022–23 has been 
uploaded to the PDI portal 
(www.pdi.gov.in), where 
Panchayat-level report 
cards, along with Block 
and District-level reports, 
are now available. These 
reports will assist depart-
ments in evaluating devel-
opment progress through 
a thematic and evidence-
based approach.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that district Ban-
dipora has secured 2nd 
rank in the North Zone 
under NITI Aayog’s Aspi-
rational Block Programme 
(ABP). Tulail Block, select-
ed as the focal block, has 
achieved notable progress 
across key sectors and 
secured 2nd rank in J&K 
for the quarter ending 
March 2025 of FY 2024–
25.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC said, “We are 
working with a clear mis-
sion to bring Bandipora to 
the number one position, 
ensuring 100% saturation 
under every development 
indicator.”

Satish Sharma launches Kashmir Super League 2025
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

Minister for FCS&CA, 
Youth Services and Sports, 
IT & Transport, Satish 
Sharma, today launched   
Kashmir Super Football 
League 2025 besides 
unveiling the tournament 
trophy and official jerseys.

The launch event, held 
with great enthusiasm, 
marks a significant mile-
stone in the sporting calen-
dar of Jammu and Kashmir.

Commissioner Secre-
tary Youth Services and 
Sports, Sarmad Hafiz; 
Secretary Sports Council, 
Nuzhat Gul; Chief Sports 
Officer Annisa Nabi; senior 
officers of Sports Council, 
Football veterans and leg-
ends of J&K, coaches, par-
ticipating teams and sports 
enthusiasts were present 
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Satish Sharma 
extended heartfelt con-
gratulations to the Sports 

Department, Sports Coun-
cil and  other stakeholders 
for their tireless efforts in 
promoting sporting activi-
ties and building infra-
structure across the Union 
Territory.

The Minister highlighted 
the rich legacy of sports in 
Kashmir, stating, “Kashmir 
has always been home to 
unique sporting talent. It 
is heartening to see ini-
tiatives like the Kashmir 
Super League reviving and 
celebrating that culture in 
a structured and profes-
sional manner.”

Satish Sharma empha-

sized that sports is a pow-
erful tool to fight against 
drug abuse and other 
social evils. “Youth today 
are facing numerous chal-
lenges and sports offers 
a healthy and productive 
alternative that not only 
builds physical fitness but 
also strengthens character, 
discipline and teamwork. 
It is a frontline defence in 
our fight against substance 
abuse,” he remarked.

Reaffirming the com-
mitment of the Omar 
Abdullah-led Government, 
the Minister said that the 
administration is focused 

on upgrading the sports 
infrastructure, expand-
ing outreach to rural and 
border areas and creating 
sustainable platforms for 
youth engagement through 
leagues, tournaments and 
grassroots programs.

With six teams par-
ticipating in the Kashmir 
Super League 2025, the 
tournament promises to 
be a celebration of talent, 
spirit and unity.

“We are committed 
towards building a sport-
ing ecosystem that nur-
tures talent, fosters inclu-
sion and creates oppor-

tunities for our youth to 
shine, both nationally and 
internationally,” the Minis-
ter maintained.

Commissioner Secre-
tary Youth Services and 
Sports highlighted the 
importance of conduct-
ing such types of sports 
activities that provide a 
platform to young and 
aspiring sportspersons. He 
said that leagues provide 
requisite exposure to foot-
ballers besides polishing 
their talent.

Secretary Sports Coun-
cil, while speaking on the 
occasion, gave an over-
view of the sports activi-
ties being undertaken by 
the council. She also gave 
a brief about the Super 
League.

The event drew wide 
public attention, with 
enthusiastic participa-
tion from football lovers, 
athletes and youth clubs, 
reflecting the growing 
popularity of football in 
the region.

DC Ramban reviews preparation 
of CAPEX 2025-26 Plan under 
Rural Development Sector

JI NEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, JULY 8

In a bid to expedite ongo-
ing developmental initia-
tives and ensure timely 
completion of public 
welfare projects, Deputy 
Commissioner Ramban, 
Mohammad Alyas Khan 
today chaired a compre-
hensive meeting to assess 
the preparation of the 
District CAPEX Budget 
2025-26 under the Rural 
Development Department 
(RDD).

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Planning Offi-
cer Dr. Shakeeb Ahmed 
Rather, Assistant Com-
missioner Development 
Shrinath Suman, Block 
Development Officers 
(BDOs), Assistant Execu-
tive Engineers (AEEs) and 
other concerned officials.

During the meeting, DC 

reviewed the formulation 
of the CAPEX plan, setting 
a two-day deadline for 
finalization. He empha-
sized the timely uploading 
of the plan on the BEAMS 
portal for subsequent 
submission to the Finance 
Department for the release 
of funds.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed all BDOs 
to revisit their respective 
plans to ensure the inclu-
sion of works that are 
genuinely beneficial to the 
community. He strictly 
advised against the inclu-
sion of ambiguous works 
or those that cater to indi-
vidual benefits.

Stressing the impor-
tance of grassroots involve-
ment, DC instructed that 
all developmental projects 
be taken up in consultation 
with the Gram Sabhas, with 
special focus on essential 

public infrastructure such 
as schools, main markets, 
lanes, drains, water tanks, 
electric poles, transform-
ers and other community 
utility assets.

The DC also directed 
the BDOs to expedite the 
enrollment under Mission 
YUVA within stipulated 
times and IEC campaigns 
in their respective blocks. 
He further stressed the 
importance of active com-
munity participation and 
transparency in develop-
mental processes.

Reiterating the admin-
istration’s commitment 
to transparent, account-
able, and result-driven 
governance, DC Ramban 
directed all RDD officials to 
adopt a proactive and mis-
sion-oriented approach to 
ensure timely completion 
of all targets and effective 
utilization of resources.

Awareness camp under BBBP 
held at Hermain Shopian
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, JULY 8

An awareness programme 
under Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao (BBBP) pro-
gramme was organised 
today by Sankalp Hub for 
Empowerment of Women, 
Mission Shakti, Shopian at 
Hermain Block, Shopian.

The programme began 
with an opening address 
by District Mission Coor-
dinator, Sankalp Hub who 
sensitized the audience 
about the critical impor-
tance of educating the girl 
child and empowering her 
in every sphere of life. She 
underlined how investing 
in girls’ education and 
well-being not only uplifts 
families but lays the foun-
dation for a strong and 
progressive society.

Adding further value to 
the programme, Gender 
Specialist, Sankalp Hub 
conducted an informa-
tive session where she 

briefed participants about 
various government wel-
fare schemes specifically 
meant for women and 
girls. She explained the 
eligibility criteria, required 
documentation and shared 
important helpline num-
bers, ensuring the attend-
ees were better equipped 
to access these entitle-
ments and assist others in 
doing the same.

The event witnessed 
enthusiastic involvement 
from ASHA workers, 

Anganwadi workers, and 
community members, 
reflecting strong grass-
roots participation and 
a shared commitment to 
gender equity.

The programme con-
cluded with a pledge cer-
emony, where the commu-
nity reaffirmed its dedica-
tion to protect girls from 
all forms of injustice and 
to ensure they are given 
every opportunity to lead 
safe, dignified, and fulfill-
ing lives.

Training/ Capacity Building Program 
for ASHAs held at Shopian

JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, JULY 8

A comprehensive training 
and capacity-building pro-
gram was today conduct-
ed for ASHAs at Shopian 
focusing on Non-Commu-
nicable Diseases (NCDs), 
proper filling of various 
formats, and related field 

responsibilities.
The sessions were effec-

tively led by Master Train-
ers.

The training aimed to 
enhance the knowledge 
and skills of ASHAs for 
better community health 
delivery and efficient 
reporting in line with 
national health objectives.

DLIC approves 59 cases under 
Mission Yuva scheme in Ganderbal

JI NEWS SERVICE
GANDERBAL, JULY 8

To examine and approve 
cases received under 
the Mission YUVA (Yuva 
Udyamita Vikas Abhi-
yan) scheme for financial 
assistance and entrepre-
neurial support, Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Gan-
derbal, Jatin Kishore today 
chaired District Level 
Implementation Commit-
tee (DLIC) meeting here in 
the V.C room of DC office 
Ganderbal.

At the outset, a detailed 
discussion was held 
regarding the applica-
tions received under the 
scheme. The committee 
deliberated upon the cases 
submitted through the 
Skill and Business Devel-
opment Unit (SBDU), and 
after thorough scrutiny 
and evaluation, approved 
59 cases unanimously for 
financial and institutional 
support under the Mission 
YUVA initiative.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC highlighted the 
significance of Mission 
YUVA in empowering the 
youth through skill devel-
opment, entrepreneur-
ship promotion, and self-
employment opportuni-
ties. He stressed the need 
for robust post-approval 
support and follow-up to 
ensure the sustainable 
success of the approved 
units.

DC also directed the 
concerned departments 
to expedite the process 
of sanctioning, disbursing 
benefits, and extending 
all necessary handhold-
ing support to the ben-
eficiaries in a time-bound 
manner.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner, Manzoor Ahmad 
Bhat; Assistant Director 
Employment Ganderbal, 
Lead District Manager; 
Nodal Officer JKEDI and 
other concerned.

DC Baramulla convenes meeting 
to review Archeological 
excavation at Zehanpora

JI NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, JULY 8

Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa, 
today chaired a meeting at 
the DC office here to dis-
cuss and facilitate archaeo-
logical excavation at Zehan-
pora in Boniyar tehsil.

The meeting was 
attended by the Director 
Archives, Archaeology & 
Museums J&K, Kuldeep 
Krishan Sidha; Addition-
al District Development 
Commissioner Baramulla, 
Ghulam Rasool Mir; Addi-
tional Superintendent of 
Police Baramulla, officers 
from the Rural develop-
ment department, Revenue 
department, and other line 
departments.

During the meeting, 

DC was apprised on the 
archaeological potential of 
Zehanpora and the need 
for timely excavation, and 
protection measures in line 
with heritage conservation 
norms.

Meeting was informed 
that the main objectives of 
the excavation is to search 
for the probable Mauryan 
Buddhist remains in Kash-
mir valley and to include 
the site in the archaeologi-
cal/Buddhist map of Kash-
mir valley for heritage and 
pilgrimage purposes.

DC assured full admin-
istrative support to the 
Department of Archives, 
Archaeology & Museums 
for carrying out the pro-
posed excavation works. 
He emphasized the dis-
trict administration’s com-

mitment to safeguarding 
the cultural identity and 
ancient heritage of the 
region.

Meanwhile, Minga 
Sherpa directed the con-
cerned tehsildar to prompt-
ly verify all relevant land 
and revenue records per-
taining to the excavation 
site and extend all possible 
assistance in the demarca-
tion of the land.

DC further instructed the 
Rural development depart-
ment to take immediate 
steps to ensure proper fenc-
ing of the site and imple-
ment measures to prevent 
soil erosion, thereby secur-
ing the area from any envi-
ronmental degradation 
during the course of exca-
vations.

DLSA Pulwama team visits Central Jail Srinagar
JI NEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, JULY 8

District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) Pulwa-
ma under the chairman-
ship of Chairman DLSA, 
Malik Shabir Ahmad (Pr. 
District & Sessions Judge) 
Pulwama, Secretary 
DLSA Pulwama Mudasar 
Farooq, along with LADCs 
Pulwama, Shopian today 
visited the Central Jail Sri-
nagar and interacted with 
the under trial prisoners 
presently lodged in the 
Central Jail Srinagar.

During the visit, the 
team in presence of 
Superintendent Central 
Jail Srinagar comprehen-
sively interacted with the 

jail inmates and got feed-
back with regard to their 
facilities being provided 
by the Superintendent 
Central Jail Srinagar from 
time to time.

The said visit was con-
ducted in the run up to 
UTRC campaign 2025 
and to identify the eligi-

ble under trial prisoners 
which will be taken up in 
the next meeting.

The detunes were also 
asked to approach PLV at 
a legal aid clinic for their 
legal assistance and other 
related problems and will 
be brought to the notice 
of concerned courts.
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Tectonic shift in 
Ladakh’s political 
scene
In the windswept, high-altitude expanse of 
Ladakh, where silence often speaks louder 
than slogans, the resignation of Thupstan 
Chhewang from the Leh Apex Body Leh 
(LAB) has echoed with rare political thun-
der. A veteran leader, former MP, and widely 
regarded as the most credible Buddhist face of 
Ladakh’s ongoing agitation for constitution-
al safeguards, Chhewang’s sudden exit has 
not only raised eyebrows but also profound 
questions about the future direction, unity, 
and authenticity of the Ladakhi movement. 
His parting words—“individual agendas” and 
“competing interests”—are a telling indict-
ment of the internal wrangling that seems to 
have crept into the very organization tasked 
with representing Ladakh’s civil society in its 
struggle for Sixth Schedule status, statehood, 
public service commission, and equitable 
parliamentary representation. That Chhe-
wang chose to step aside now, at a time when 
the Union Home Ministry has stonewalled 
all four demands of the LAB-KDA alliance, is 
being interpreted by many as a veiled warn-
ing: that the leadership may be veering off 
course, and that vested interests might be 
hijacking a people’s movement. His resigna-
tion left a symbolic and strategic void—one 
that the LAB moved swiftly to fill with the 
induction of Sonam Wangchuk, the glob-
ally recognized environmentalist, education 
reformer, and a moderate voice of dissent 
who has, in recent years, grown into a moral 
figurehead of Ladakhi activism. Wangchuk’s 
addition to the subcommittee representing 
ABL in the High-Powered Committee (HPC) is 
significant, not just because of his credibility 
and clean image, but also because of what it 
signals: a pivot from political heavyweight 
leadership to civil-society-rooted moral lead-
ership. Wangchuk’s past hunger strikes and 
his relentless campaigning for ecological pro-
tection and constitutional safeguards have 
already earned him respect among Ladakhi 
youth and civil society. But stepping into a 
political role—albeit within a non-electoral 
platform—brings new scrutiny. It also brings 
expectations that he will now provide clar-
ity and direction to a movement threatened 
by factionalism and strategic drift. While 
Wangchuk’s induction is a hopeful develop-
ment, it does not erase the concerns voiced 
by people. The timing of Chhewang’s resigna-
tion, just ahead of the crucial Ladakh Autono-
mous Hill Development Council (LAHDC) 
elections, has prompted questions: Is the 
LAB truly representing Ladakh’s collective 
will, or is it becoming a launch pad for indi-
viduals with electoral aspirations masked as 
activism? Are constitutional safeguards genu-
inely the agenda—or are they being used as 
emotional fodder to energize electoral bases? 
The confusion was further compounded by 
Congress leader Nawang Rigzin Jora’s tempo-
rary withdrawal and subsequent re-engage-
ment with the LAB and HPC. While Jora reit-
erated his support for the broader goals of 
the movement, such vacillations suggest an 
undercurrent of unease and mistrust among 
Ladakh’s political elite. Despite the storm, 
the LAB has not given up on Chhewang. Its 
post-resignation outreach, urging him to 
reconsider, and its unequivocal statement 
recognizing him as the "sole leader capable 
of guiding this movement" underscores his 
irreplaceable stature. Whether Chhewang 
returns or not, his departure has exposed 
the fragile underbelly of Ladakh’s civil soci-
ety mobilization, which had so far projected 
a rare unity in a region often divided along 
district, religious, and ethnic lines. The real 
test now lies in how the LAB balances public 
expectations, political ambitions, and its 
engagement with the Centre.  As the LAHDC 
elections approach, Ladakh stands at a politi-
cal crossroads. It is a time for transparency, 
humility, and collective will—not power play. 
Ladakh’s people deserve more than symbolic 
leadership. They need substance, strategy, 
and sincerity. Whether Wangchuk can rise 
to that challenge—and whether Chhewang’s 
warning will be heeded—will decide the fate 
of the movement and the future of the region.

Border Area Tourism in Ladakh

MSMEs in Jammu & Kashmir: Harnessing Local Potential for Economic Growth

BY YASH PANDEY

High up in the northern 
reaches of India lies 
Ladakh, a land of surreal 

landscapes, ancient monaster-
ies, and resilient communities. 
Once largely restricted due to its 
proximity to international bor-
ders with China and Pakistan, 
Ladakh is now gradually open-
ing up to border area tourism, 
an emerging frontier in Indian 
travel. This development not 
only allows adventurous travel-
ers to experience lesser-known 
parts of the Himalayas but also 
strengthens India’s strategic, 
economic, and cultural pres-
ence in these sensitive zones.

This article delves into the 
significance, challenges, oppor-
tunities, and future potential of 
border area tourism in Ladakh, 
offering a holistic picture of a 
region that is as geopolitically 
important as it is visually cap-
tivating.
Introduction

Traditionally, the term 
"border area" evoked images 
of fenced boundaries, military 
checkpoints, and restricted 
zones. However, in the case of 
Ladakh, India's northernmost 
union territory, these borders 
are home to centuries-old cul-
tures, thriving nomadic com-
munities, and landscapes that 
defy imagination. In recent 
years, policy reforms, improved 
infrastructure, and increased 
public interest have made parts 
of these regions accessible to 
Indian civilians—and to a limited 
extent, international tourists.

The idea is not merely to open 
new trekking routes or create 
scenic stopovers. Border tour-
ism in Ladakh has national and 
local significance: it helps instill 
patriotism, brings economic 
upliftment to border villages, 
and reinforces India’s pres-
ence in geopolitically sensitive 
regions.
Geographical and Strategic 
Context

Ladakh shares long interna-
tional boundaries with both 
China (via the Line of Actual 
Control - LAC) and Pakistan (via 
the Line of Control - LoC). The 
region has witnessed military 
stand-offs, including the Kargil 
War in 1999 and the more recent 
Galwan Valley clash in 2020. In 
such a context, the civilian pres-
ence through regulated tourism 
acts as a form of soft assertion of 
sovereignty.

Key border areas in Ladakh 
include:

•		 Turtuk (near the Pakistan 
border)

•		 Chushul, Demchok, and 
Nyoma (near the LAC 
with China)

•		 Hanle and Umling La 
Pass (remote strategic 
points)

•		 Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) 
and Depsang Plains (mil-
itary-sensitive areas with 
limited civilian move-
ment)

Major Border Tourism 
Destinations in Ladakh

1. Turtuk
Once under Pakistani control 

till 1971, Turtuk is the last Indian 
outpost in the Baltistan region. 
Situated in the Nubra Valley, this 
village was opened to tourists 
only in 2010. Its narrow alleys, 
stone houses, apricot cultiva-
tion, cuisines and cheerful 
Balti-speaking locals tell stories 
of shifting borders and cultural 
resilience.
Tourists are drawn to:

•		 Apricot orchards and 
organic produce

•		 Traditional Balti culture 
and cuisine

•		 Views of the Shyok River 
and proximity to the LoC

More than just a scenic 
retreat, Turtuk is an emotional 
reminder of India’s military sac-
rifices and victories.
2. Pangong Tso

Pangong Lake, made famous 
by films like 3 Idiots, is a saltwa-
ter lake that stretches from India 
into China. Tourists can now 
travel up to Merak and Spang-
mik, villages on the lake's edge.

The lake is a symbol of both 
natural beauty and territorial 
tension, often at the center of 
Indo-China stand-offs. Respon-
sible tourism here becomes 
a subtle assertion of peaceful 
Indian presence in contested 
regions.
3. Hanle

Hanle is home to the Indian 
Astronomical Observatory, one 
of the world’s highest obser-
vatories. Located in Changth-
ang near the LAC, Hanle offers 
unmatched stargazing experi-
ences and cultural interactions 
with the Changpa nomads.
Border tourism here serves a 
dual role:

•		 Promoting science and 
eco-tourism

•		 Establishing a civilian 
footprint in a strategi-
cally crucial region

4. Umling La Pass

At over 19,000 feet, Umling 
La in the Demchok region is 
the world’s highest motorable 
road. Constructed by the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO), it is 
both an engineering marvel and 
a tourist magnet.

This pass connects remote vil-
lages like Demchok and Chisum-
le, allowing tourists and bikers 
to experience life at Himalayan 
extremes while showcasing 
India’s infrastructural reach in 
high-altitude zones.

5. Chushul and Rezang La
Located near the LAC, 

Chushul was the site of the 
1962 Battle of Rezang La, where 
114 Indian soldiers from the 13 
Kumaon Regiment laid down 
their lives bravely defending the 
post. A war memorial and access 
to nearby lakes make this a spiri-
tually and historically moving 
site for Indian travelers.

Though highly restricted, 
Chushul is increasingly part of 
regulated border tours and heri-
tage circuits.
Cultural Insights and Local Life
The opening of these remote 
areas brings travelers face-to-face 
with unique cultures:

•		 The Balti people in 
Turtuk share ancestry 
with Central Asian and 
Tibetan cultures.

•		 Changpa nomads, living 
in tents called Rebos, 
herd yaks and pashmina 
goats.

•		 Tibetan Buddhism 
thrives in these border 
areas, with monasteries 
like Tso Moriri, Loma, 
and Hanle playing a cul-
tural preservation role.

Travelers get a chance to 
experience:

•		 Traditional dances (like 
the Yak dance)

•		 Butter tea and barley 
beer

•		 Pashmina weaving and 
wool-making

National Significance of Border 
Tourism
1. Strengthening Sovereignty

The Indian Army can’t be the 
only presence in these areas. A 
civilian footprint—homestays, 
roads, solar energy projects, 
schools—reinforces India’s long-
term presence and legitimacy in 
contested zones.
2. Emotional Nationalism

Border tourism fosters a con-
nection between citizens and 
soldiers. Watching the Tricolor 
fly in the wind at Rezang La or 

Turtuk evokes a pride that text-
books cannot instill.
3. Local Development

Homestay income, guide ser-
vices, and local markets have 
begun transforming fragile, 
isolated economies into self-
reliant communities. Tourism 
also helps reduce migration to 
urban centers.
Challenges in Promoting Border 
Tourism

Despite its promise, several 
issues hinder the smooth func-
tioning of border tourism:
1. Security Concerns
Sudden geopolitical flare-ups can 
lead to:

•		 Cancellation of permits
•		 Road blockages due to 

troop movement
•		 Tourist detentions or 

restrictions
2. Permit Complexity

Tourists need Inner Line Per-
mits (ILPs) or Protected Area 
Permits (PAPs), especially near 
the LAC. While efforts are on to 
digitize and streamline this, con-
fusion persists among travelers.
3. Fragile Ecology

Ladakh’s high-altitude deserts 
are environmentally delicate:

•		 Tourist littering
•		 Scarcity of water
•		 Improper waste manage-

ment in remote areas
4. Lack of Medical and 
Communication Facilities

Tourists can suffer from Acute 
Mountain Sickness (AMS). Lim-
ited healthcare in these zones 
makes it risky. Mobile networks 
often don’t work near the bor-
ders.
Efforts and Policy Support

The Indian government and 
UT administration have taken 
several steps to promote border 
tourism:

•		 BRO’s road network 
expansion connecting 
Leh to border villages

•		 Homestay schemes and 
solar power grants for 
locals

•		 Public-private partner-
ships in infrastructure 
and emergency services

•		 Cultural festivals like 
Ladakh Nomadic Fes-
tival, held near border 
areas to attract visitors

The Ministry of Tourism has 
also proposed Border Tourism 
Circuits as part of its “Dekho 
Apna Desh” initiative.
Case Study: Turtuk 
Transformation

Before tourism, Turtuk 
relied on subsistence farming. 

Post-2010, the arrival of tourists 
changed its landscape:

•		 Homestay income now 
supports over 60% of 
families

•		 Youngsters trained as 
guides or porters

•		 Apricot and handicraft 
sales reached all-India 
markets

•		 Women’s self-help groups 
empowered through 
tourism-linked liveli-
hoods

The Role of the Army
The Indian Army in Ladakh 

plays a dual role:
1. Guardians of national bor-

ders
2. Facilitators of local and 

tourist safety
In many cases, the army:

•		 Offers first aid and rescue 
to tourists

•		 Guides permit clearances
•		 Hosts Republic Day or 

Independence Day func-
tions in border villages

•		 Supports  cultural 
exchanges with civilians

Future Plannings
For border tourism in Ladakh 

to thrive, it must be sustainable, 
inclusive, and secure.
Recommendations:

•		 Eco-tourism codes of 
conduct should be made 
mandatory

•		 Permit procedures must 
be digitized and unified

•		 Healthcare posts and 
emergency response 
teams must be deployed 
in remote regions

•		  Cultural training for 
tourists on local tradi-
tions and military sensi-
tivity

•		 Involve locals as stake-
holders, not just as ser-
vice providers

Conclusion
In Ladakh’s borderlands, the 

mountains don't just whisper 
tales of glaciers and rivers; they 
echo the footsteps of sentries, 
the prayers of monks, and the 
hopes of local children waiting 
for tourists who bring both curi-
osity and compassion.

Border area tourism in 
Ladakh is not merely a jour-
ney to the edges of maps—it’s 
a journey to the core of Indian 
identity. By fostering sustainable 
travel, preserving local culture, 
and supporting national inter-
ests, this initiative holds the 
promise of transforming both 
the traveler and the terrain.

VINOD CHANDRASHEKHAR  DIXIT
FREE-LANCE JOURNALIST, WRITER & 
CARTOONIST

The MSME sector in Jammu 
& Kashmir is showing 
positive growth, particu-

larly in employment generation 
and registrations. According to 
IBEF, Jammu & Kashmir leads in 
employment generation under 
the Prime Minister's Employ-
ment Generation Programme 
(PMEGP). In every develop-
ing economy Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
play a significant role. A grow-
ing economy has to be backed 
by strong MSMEs which not only 
helps in generating employment 
and exports but also act as nurs-
ery of entrepreneurship and 
innovation.

Indian economy thrives 
through the means of enter-
prise creation as one of the 
prime movers of the economy. 
In this direction, “Make in India 
and Made in India” movement 
is integral to entrepreneurship 
development across the coun-
try. Therefore, Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
play a vital role for strengthen-
ing the Indian economy.

In order to recognize the vital 
role that MSME businesses play 
in economic growth, develop-
ment, and job creation world-
wide. The vital role of MSMEs 
is in fostering global collabora-
tion, encouraging innovation, 
and supporting entrepreneurs 
across sectors. It highlights the 
need to build stronger networks 
that empower small business-
es to thrive in an increasingly 
interconnected world. MSME's 

are the backbone of India's 
economic landscape, pivotal 
in employment generation, 
entrepreneurship promotion, 
and economic development. 
MSME is the growth engine for 
the UT of J&K as well as national 
economy, contributing signifi-
cantly to the GDP, employment 
creation and wealth. There is no 
doubt that the industry-centric 
policies, provisions of financial 
assistance, handholding to new 
and existing enterprises have 
encouraged MSMEs and other 
industries in J&K.

The MSME sector in Jammu 
and Kashmir plays a vital role in 

the state's economic landscape. 
It encompasses a wide range 
of enterprises, from traditional 
handicrafts and agriculture-
related businesses to modern 
manufacturing and technology-
driven startups. The govern-
ment's support through various 
initiatives, including financial 
incentives, skill development 
programs, and access to credit, 
fosters entrepreneurship and 
economic development in the 
region. This sector contributes 
significantly to job creation and 
industrial growth, making it a 
cornerstone of Jammu and Kash-
mir's economy.

MSMEs are of great impor-
tance in India's economic devel-
opment, serving as engines of 
growth and drivers of socio-
economic progress. These 
enterprises are integral to job 
creation, particularly in rural 
and backward areas, contribut-
ing significantly to the reduction 
of unemployment and poverty. 
MSMEs are a vital component of 
the global economy, represent-
ing approximately 90% of busi-
nesses, contributing to over 70% 
of employment, and accounting 
for about 50% of the world’s 
GDP. In emerging economies, 
formal MSMEs contribute up to 

40% of national income (GDP). 
By understanding the impor-
tance of MSMEs and the posi-
tive impact their support can 
have, people are empowered to 
contribute directly to the growth 
and sustainability of these busi-
nesses, fostering economic 
diversity, local entrepreneur-
ship, and community develop-
ment. The MSME sector in India 
makes a contribution of around 
30% to the nation's GDP. More-
over, it contributes about 40% 
to the total exports of India and 
provides more than 110 million 
job opportunities in the country. 
The Micro, Small, and Medium 
Enterprises (MSME) sector in 
India, formally established by 
the MSMED Act of 2006, encom-
passes businesses engaged in 
manufacturing, processing, or 
preservation of goods. MSMEs 
in J & K has served as significant 
sources of employment, par-
ticularly in economically disad-
vantaged regions. They provide 
opportunities for both skilled 
and unskilled labour, thereby 
contributing to job creation and 
reducing unemployment rates.

It is to be appreciated that UT 
of Jammu & Kashmir has taken 
many such initiatives in form 
of policy and schemes which 
are aimed at reducing the cost 
of doing business, enhance 
ease of doing business and 
help MSMEs achieve scale and 
improve competitiveness. The 
exploring  MSMEs in J & K serve 
as an opportunity to highlight 
their significant role in sustain-
able development and economic 
progress, thereby raising public 
awareness of their contribu-
tions.
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Portable DNA sequencing device key to 
hunt down drug-resistant hotspots

Implantable electronic device restores 
movement after spinal cord injury

A bowl of spinach, kale and broccoli may 
boost heart health in elderly women

This new AI tool can detect 9 types of 
dementia from single brain scan

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

A portable DNA sequenc-
ing device may be a key 
genomic surveillance tool 
for detecting hotspots of 
antibiotic resistance in 
animals, and the environ-
ment, according to a new 
study.

In the pilot project, 
researchers from the Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion of the UN, Indone-
sia’s Ministry of Agricul-
ture, and Arizona State 
University (ASU) in the 
US tested the handheld 
DNA sequencing device to 
check antibiotic resistance 
across six chicken slaugh-
terhouses.

The global team col-
lected samples from both 
wastewater and surround-
ing rivers in Indonesia’s 
Greater Jakarta area.

The study found signs 
that drug-resistant E. coli 
bacteria -- a key indicator 
of antibiotic resistance 
-- from slaughterhouse 
wastewater may be reach-

ing nearby rivers.
In many cases, down-

stream sites had higher 
levels of resistant E. coli 
than upstream, pointing 
to a possible route for 
resistance to spread from 
animal waste into the envi-
ronment.

The  re se archers 
found that portable DNA 
sequencing can strength-
en national surveillance 
efforts by making it easier 
to detect antibiotic resis-
tance hotspots.

This will pave the 
way for more targeted, 
cost-effective solutions 
to reduce the spread of 
resistant E. coli strains, 
which can cause a range 
of illnesses, including diar-
rhoea, especially in chil-
dren, older adults, and 
immunocompromised 
individuals, the research-
ers said.

“In certain settings, 
diarrhoea isn’t just uncom-
fortable -- it’s life-threaten-
ing,” said Lee Voth-Gaed-

dert, a researcher with the 
ASU Biodesign Center for 
Health Through Microbi-
omes.

Antimicrobial resis-
tance (AMR) is a critical 
global health issue, posing 
significant risks to human 
and animal health.

In 2021, AMR was asso-
ciated with 4.71 million 
deaths, including 1.14 mil-
lion directly attributable 
to AMR. By 2050, AMR is 
projected to cause 8.22 
million deaths annually, 
with 1.91 million directly 
attributable.

Fast, affordable, and 
locally accessible tools like 
the portable DNA sequenc-
ing device may significant-
ly advance efforts to track 
and control a broad range 
of microbial threats.

The mobile sequenc-
ing approach could also 
be expanded to farms and 
wet markets, or adapted 
to track other pathogens 
such as bird flu, noted 
the team in the research 
appearing in the journal 
Antibiotics.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

A team of Australian 
researchers has developed 
and implantable electronic 
device has restored move-
ment following spinal cord 
injury in an animal study, 
raising hopes for an effec-
tive treatment for humans 
and even their pets.

Spinal cord injuries are 
currently incurable with 
devastating effects on 
people’s lives, but now a 
trial at Waipapa Taumata 
Rau, University of Auck-
land offers hope for an 
effective treatment.

“Unlike a cut on the 
skin, which typically heals 
on its own, the spinal 
cord does not regenerate 
effectively, making these 
injuries devastating and 
currently incurable,” said 
lead researcher Dr Bruce 
Harland, a senior research 
fellow in the School of 
Pharmacy at Waipapa 
Taumata Rau, University 
of Auckland.

“We developed an ultra-
thin implant designed to 

sit directly on the spinal 
cord, precisely positioned 
over the injury site in rats,” 
Dr Harland added in a 
paper published in Nature 
Communications journal.

The device delivers a 
carefully controlled elec-
trical current across the 
injury site.

“The aim is to stimu-
late healing so people 
can recover functions 
lost through spinal-cord 
injury,” said Professor 
Darren Svirskis, director 

of the CatWalk Cure Pro-
gramme at the University’s 
School of Pharmacy.

Unlike humans, rats 
have a greater capacity 
for spontaneous recovery 
after spinal cord injury, 
which allowed researchers 
to compare natural heal-
ing with healing supported 
by electrical stimulation.

After four weeks, ani-
mals that received daily 
electric field treatment 
showed improved move-
ment compared with 

those who did not.
Throughout the 12-week 

study, they responded 
more quickly to gentle 
touch.

“This indicates that 
the treatment supported 
recovery of both move-
ment and sensation,” 
Harland said. “Just as 
importantly, our analysis 
confirmed that the treat-
ment did not cause inflam-
mation or other damage 
to the spinal cord, dem-
onstrating that it was not 
only effective but also 
safe.”

The goal is to transform 
this technology into a 
medical device that could 
benefit people living with 
these life-changing spi-
nal-cord injuries,” added 
Professor Maria Asplund 
of Chalmers University 
of Technology. The next 
step is to explore how dif-
ferent doses, including 
the strength, frequency, 
and duration of the treat-
ment, affect recovery, to 
discover the most effec-
tive recipe for spinal-cord 
repair.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Eating a bowl of leafy 
green and cruciferous veg-
etables like spinach, kale, 
and broccoli may be good 
to ward off the risk of heart 
attack and stroke, particu-
larly in elderly women.

A team of researchers 
from the Edith Cowan 
University (ECU), the 
University of Western 
Australia, and the Danish 
Cancer Institute found 
that leafy green vegeta-
bles -- rich in Vitamin K1 
-- may help prevent ath-
erosclerotic vascular dis-
eases (ASVDs).

ASVD is a subgroup of 
cardiovascular diseases -- 
the leading cause of death 
worldwide, primarily 
due to heart attacks and 
strokes. It causes plaque to 
build up inside the arter-
ies, potentially leading to 
cardiovascular problems.

The research conducted 
in 1,436 elderly women 
showed that a higher 

dietary intake of Vitamin 
K1 could reduce the risk 
of ASVD.

In addition, Vitamin K 
may also be beneficial for 
musculoskeletal health, 
through its impact on 
bone strength.

Notably, a higher Vita-

min K1 intake also leads 
to less thickening of blood 
vessels in the neck -- a 
marker of atherosclerosis.

“Leafy green and cru-
ciferous vegetables, like 
spinach, kale, and broc-
coli, contain Vitamin K1 
which may assist in pre-

venting vascular calcifica-
tion processes that char-
acterise cardiovascular 
disease. The great news 
is that these vegetables 
can be easily incorporat-
ed into your daily meals” 
said Montana Dupuy from 
ECU. ECU Senior Research 
Fellow Dr Marc Sim noted 
that a cup and a half of 
such vegetables is an easy 
way to increase our daily 
vitamin K intake and may 
lower our risk for cardio-
vascular disease”.

“This research found 
women who consumed 
approximately 30 per cent 
higher intakes of Vitamin 
K1 had lower long-term 
risk of ASVD,” he said.

As the research pro-
vided key evidence to 
support future studies, 
the team is now creating 
new foods that pack more 
leafy greens that are rich 
in Vitamin K1, to be used 
in communities with spe-
cial nutritional and dietary 
requirements, such as 
aged care residents.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

In a significant achieve-
ment for identifying 
neurodegenerative dis-
eases early, a team of US 
researchers has developed 
a new artificial intelligence 
(AI) tool that helps clini-
cians detect brain activity 
patterns linked to nine 
types of dementia using a 
single and widely available 
scan.

The tool, StateViewer, 
not only helped in early 
detection but also pro-
vided accurate diagnosis 
-- it identified the demen-
tia type in 88 per cent of 
cases, including Alzheim-
er's disease.

It also enabled clini-
cians to interpret brain 
scans nearly twice as 
fast and with up to three 
times greater accuracy 
than standard workflows, 
according to the research, 
published online in the 
journal Neurology.

Researchers from the 
Mayo Clinic trained and 
tested the AI on more 

than 3,600 scans, includ-
ing images from patients 
with dementia and people 
without cognitive impair-
ment.

Currently, diagnosing 
dementia requires cogni-
tive tests, blood draws, 
imaging, and clinical 
interviews, and yet, distin-
guishing conditions such 
as Alzheimer's, Lewy body 
dementia and frontotem-
poral dementia remains a 
challenge.

"Every patient who 
walks into my clinic car-
ries a unique story shaped 
by the brain's complexity," 

said David Jones, a Mayo 
Clinic neurologist.

"StateViewer reflects 
that commitment -- a step 
toward earlier under-
standing, more precise 
treatment, and, one day, 
changing the course of 
these diseases," added 
Jones, director of the Mayo 
Clinic Neurology Artificial 
Intelligence Programme.

The tool analyses a fluo-
rodeoxyglucose positron 
emission tomography 
(FDG-PET) scan, which 
shows how the brain uses 
glucose for energy. It then 
compares the scan to a 

large database of scans 
from people with con-
firmed dementia diag-
noses and identifies pat-
terns that match specific 
types, or combinations, of 
dementia.

While Alzheimer's 
affects memory and pro-
cessing regions, Lewy 
body dementia involves 
areas tied to attention and 
movement. Frontotempo-
ral dementia alters regions 
responsible for language 
and behaviour.

StateViewer displays 
these patterns through 
colour-coded brain maps 
that highlight key areas of 
brain activity, giving all cli-
nicians, even those with-
out neurology training, a 
visual explanation of what 
the AI sees and how it sup-
ports the diagnosis.

Dementia affects more 
than 55 million people 
worldwide, with nearly 
10 million new cases each 
year.

Alzheimer's disease, 
the most common form, 
is now the fifth-leading 
cause of death globally.

Deadly blood cancer can now be 
detected early with blood test: Study

Your morning cup of coffee key to slow 
down ageing, boost longevity: Study

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

A team of Israeli and US 
researchers have devel-
oped a simple blood test 
that can detect a person's 
risk of developing leu-
kaemia -- a deadly blood 
cancer.

In the study, published 
in the journal Nature Medi-
cine, the researchers sug-
gested that this test may 
replace the current more 
invasive method of bone 
marrow sampling used 
to diagnose certain blood 
cancers, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The team led by 
researchers from Weiz-
mann Institute of Sci-
ence in Israel focused on 
myelodysplastic syndrome 
(MDS) -- an age-related 
condition in which blood-
forming stem cells do not 
develop properly.

MDS can lead to severe 
anaemia and may prog-
ress to acute myeloid leu-
kaemia, one of the most 
common types of blood 

cancer in adults.
Currently, diagnosing 

MDS requires the bone 
marrow sampling proce-
dure that involves local 
anaesthesia and can cause 
significant discomfort and 
pain.

The team discovered 
that rare stem cells, which 
occasionally leave the 

bone marrow and enter 
the bloodstream, carry 
crucial information about 
early signs of MDS.

Using advanced single-
cell genetic sequencing, 
they were able to analyse 
these cells from a standard 
blood sample and detect 
warning signs of disease.

The researchers also 

found that these circulat-
ing stem cells can act like 
a biological "clock," offer-
ing insights into a person's 
chronological age.

In men, these cells 
change earlier than in 
women, which may help 
explain why blood can-
cers are more common in 
males.

“The researchers also 
discovered that the migrat-
ing stem cells can serve as 
a clock for our chronologi-
cal age, and that in males, 
their population changes 
earlier than in women in a 
way that increases the risk 
of cancer. This finding may 
explain the higher preva-
lence of blood cancers 
among men,” said Dr. Nili 
Furer, from Weizmann.

The researchers believe 
this blood test may also 
help identify other age-
related blood disorders in 
the future.

They noted that the 
findings are being tested in 
a large-scale clinical trial at 
multiple medical centres 
worldwide.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI

Love your morning cup 
of coffee? A new study 
has shown that it may not 
only energise you but also 
help slow down ageing and 
boost longevity.

Caffeine has long been 
linked to potential health 
benefits, including reduced 
risk of age-related diseases.

However, the study 
led by researchers from 
Queen Mary University of 
London in the UK revealed 
how caffeine works inside 
human cells, and what 
exactly its connections are 
with nutrient and stress-
responsive gene and pro-
tein networks.

The researchers found 
that caffeine affects ageing 
by tapping into an ancient 
cellular energy system.

They showed that caf-
feine works by activat-
ing an important system 
called AMPK -- a cellular 
fuel gauge that is evolu-
tionarily conserved in 
yeast and humans.

“When your cells are 
low on energy, AMPK kicks 
in to help them cope,” said 
Dr Charalampos (Babis) 
Rallis, Reader in Genet-

ics, Genomics, and Fun-
damental Cell Biology at 
Queen Mary’s University 
of London’s Centre for 
Molecular Cell Biology.

“And our results show 
that caffeine helps flip 
that switch,” Rallis added, 
in the paper published in 
the journal Microbial Cell.

Interestingly, AMPK is 
also the target of metfor-
min -- a common diabetes 
drug that’s being studied 
for its potential to extend 
the human lifespan togeth-
er with rapamycin.

Using a yeast model, the 
researchers showed that 
caffeine's effect on AMPK 
influences how cells grow, 
repair their DNA, and 
respond to stress -- all of 
which are tied to ageing 
and disease.

“These findings help 
explain why caffeine 
might be beneficial for 
health and longevity,” said 
Dr John-Patrick Alao, the 
postdoctoral research sci-
entist leading this study.

“And they open up 
exciting possibilities for 
future research into how 
we might trigger these 
effects more directly -- 
with diet, lifestyle, or new 
medicines,” Alao added.
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GOVT ITI, RAMBAN
Provisional Selection Selection List 2025 (Round 1st)

Computer Operator and Programing Assistant ( NCVT , Normal , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 3 ADM2516426 ABIDA BANO MOHD AMIN 04-12-04 Female GEN N N 80.8 1
2 4 ADM2563836 MUBASHAR HUSSAIN ALI MOHD 07-04-07 Male GEN N N 79.6 1

3 5 ADM2571487 KARAN SINGH RAJ SINGH 01-01-07 Male GEN N N 78.2 1
4 9 ADM2599270 DHEERAJ SINGH JASWANT SINGH 30-11-04 Male GEN N N 75 1
5 10 ADM2529351 MAHEEN ABASS MOHD ABASS GANIE 05-06-08 Female GEN N N 74.6 1
6 11 ADM2524788 MEHROOB ABASS MOHD ABASS GANIE 11-05-07 Female GEN N N 73.8 1
7 12 ADM2594405 ASREEN KATOCH RAFIQ AHMED KATOCH 07-02-09 Female GEN N N 73 1
8 14 ADM2560197 MOHD SAMI MOHD ASHRAF 06-11-05 Male GEN N N 71.4 1
9 16 ADM2587989 SUNIL SINGH JAGDEV SINGH 20-02-05 Male GEN N N 70.8 1
10 18 ADM2517273 MOHD ABID PASWAL MAQSOOD AHMED PASWAL 19-05-03 Male ST1 N N 70 1
11 20 ADM2520878 MOHD ARIF FATEH ALI 03-04-01 Male ST1 N N 68.6 1
12 22 ADM2576134 SUMMIYA BANOO MAHYA DIN 05-03-07 Female GEN N N 68.6 1
13 26 ADM2520254 SAIRA BANOO SHAMAS DIN 03-05-07 Female GEN N N 67.8 1
14 29 ADM2531818 NIKHIL KUMAR KUNDAL SUBASH CHANDER 27-05-02 Male SC N N 66.6 1
15 31 ADM2570777 RADHIKA DEVI BITTU SINGH 05-12-05 Female GEN N N 66 1
16 106 ADM2517398 MEHNAZ AKHTER MOHD RAFIEQ 20-03-04 Female OBC N N 54.2 1
17 107 ADM2532849 ALTAF HUSSAIN MOHD HANIEF 17-02-06 Male ST1 N N 54.2 1
18 110 ADM2517932 DILSHAD BANO GULAM MAI UD DIN 07-03-05 Female OBC N N 54 1
19 113 ADM2591410 ANJANA DEVI MOHAN LAL 06-11-07 Female SC N N 53.6 1
20 129 ADM2588810 MOHD IRSHAD ABDUL GANI GUJJAR 04-12-06 Male ST1 N N 50 1
21 151 ADM2582473 MAHANAZ AKHTER MOHD HANIF 16-11-00 Female EWS N N 46 1
Mason (Building Constructor) ( NCVT , Normal , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 1 ADM2595253 OMAIR FAROOQ SHEIKH MOHD FAROOQ SHEIKH 06-09-01 Male GEN N N 83.8 1
2 2 ADM2547453 MASOOD AHMED BASHIR AHMED 12-08-97 Male GEN N N 77.2 1
3 8 ADM2515837 MAQSOOMA BANOO MOHD HADI 20-12-09 Female ST1 N N 61.4 1
4 18 ADM2580851 MALIK ZAKIR MAJEED MALIK AB MAJEED 03-08-87 Male GEN N N 53.333 1
5 24 ADM2515155 SHAZIB RAMZAN KATOCH MOHD RAMZAN KATOCH 02-04-07 Male GEN N N 48.286 1
6 31 ADM2564004 JAMSHIED AHMED LOHAR MUSHTAQ AHMED LOHAR 15-03-01 Male OBC N N 41.2 1
7 34 ADM2518451 AMIT SINGH KULDEEP SINGH 05-11-03 Male GEN N N 38.4 1
8 35 ADM2536909 ISHTIAK AHMED ABDUL LATIEF WANI 03-05-03 Male GEN N N 37.6 1
Stenographer & Secretarial Assistant (English) ( NCVT , Normal , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 1 ADM2547287 HAROON RAFIQ MOHD RAFIQ 02-01-05 Male GEN N N 90 1
2 2 ADM2539330 ZAHID GAZANFAR GAZANFAR ALI KATOCH 07-03-06 Male GEN N N 86 1
3 6 ADM2554846 SADIA KHAN NAZIR AHMED KHAN 05-02-07 Female GEN N N 77.8 1
4 7 ADM2540530 NADEEM IQBAL MOHD IQBAL 09-07-03 Male GEN N N 77.4 1
5 8 ADM2546655 MOHD RASHIB NAIK ABDUL MAJEED NAIK 05-03-05 Male GEN N N 76.6 1
6 13 ADM2544083 RAHUL SINGH SONKHLA JAI SINGH 19-12-04 Male GEN N N 71.8 1
7 15 ADM2529196 SUNNY SINGH KATOCH JEWAN SINGH 13-09-07 Male GEN N N 71 1
8 17 ADM2568463 TOWSEEF AHMED MOHD SHAFI 11-03-03 Male GEN N N 70 1
9 24 ADM2548656 NASRINA BANO MUSHTAK AHMED 28-02-04 Female GEN N N 68.2 1
10 44 ADM2550350 POOJA THAKUR DALEEP SINGH 29-03-03 Female GEN N N 62.4 1
11 47 ADM2533720 ANIL KUMAR RANGEEL SINGH 20-01-06 Male SC N N 62.4 1
12 51 ADM2561962 AFIA BANOO MOHD ARSHAD 27-12-06 Female GEN N N 62 1
13 56 ADM2510881 SALEEMA BANOO AZAD AHMED KATOCH 25-10-07 Female GEN N N 61 1
14 58 ADM2519065 SHAISTA IQBAL MOHD IQBAL KUMAR 23-11-07 Female GEN N N 60.6 1
15 62 ADM2537371 BULBUL DEVI MOHAN SINGH 15-06-07 Female GEN N N 59.8 1
16 63 ADM2569366 SAQUIB MUSHTAQ MUSHTAQ AHMED 01-03-08 Male ST1 N N 59.4 1
17 101 ADM2559620 HARISH KUMAR RAM NATH 15-01-05 Male SC N N 54.4 1
18 132 ADM2545957 AKMAL FIRDOSI BASHIR AHMED 25-03-02 Male ST1 N N 49.6 1
Sewing Technology ( NCVT , Normal , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 4 ADM2586588 MOHD AZAM KHUSHI MOHD 06-03-04 Male GEN N N 75.2 1
2 5 ADM2561260 SNEHA DEVI KARTAR SINGH 30-03-07 Female ST1 N N 65.5 1
3 7 ADM2525478 SAFFYIA TANVEER TANVEER AHMED KATOCH 15-02-09 Female GEN Y N 63.5 1
4 12 ADM2588601 AFFIA TANVEER TANVEER AHMED 10-09-10 Female GEN N N 58.4 1
Welder ( NCVT , Normal , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 16 ADM2521624 SANDEEP KUMAR PIYAR CHAND 04-06-99 Male SC N N 56.4 1
2 22 ADM2595224 SANJEET SINGH MOHAN SINGH 03-03-02 Male GEN N N 51.2 1
3 30 ADM2581013 MOHD HAFIZ KATOCH MOHD HANIEF KATOCH 17-03-99 Male GEN N N 43.2 1
4 32 ADM2585649 PARVINDER SINGH SURAM SINGH 15-04-04 Male GEN N N 40.286 1
Plumber ( NCVT , PPP , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 6 ADM2568195 SURJEET SINGH KUSHAL SINGH 28-09-03 Male GEN N N 65.2 1
2 9 ADM2556196 PANKAJ SINGH JEEVAN SINGH 12-12-06 Male GEN N N 60.5 1
3 10 ADM2562837 RAJINDER SINGH KARTAR SINGH 15-03-05 Male ST1 N N 60 1
4 11 ADM2577750 ARUN KATOCH RANJEET SINGH KATOCH 18-01-02 Male GEN N N 58.8 1
5 13 ADM2531003 ROHIT SHARMA SURJEET KUMAR 21-08-04 Male GEN N N 57.429 1
6 14 ADM2575292 NEERAJ SINGH OM RAJ 16-12-07 Male GEN N N 57 1
7 15 ADM2534616 RANDEEP SINGH HARI LAL 05-12-06 Male GEN N N 56.857 1
8 19 ADM2545609 TILAK RAJ MANGAT RAM 05-04-06 Male ST1 N N 53.143 1
9 23 ADM2536124 ZAHID SHARIEF KATOCH MOHD SHARIEF KATOCH 02-01-00 Male GEN N N 50.8 1
10 29 ADM2574709 RANJEET SINGH SHER SINGH 24-12-02 Male ST1 N N 43.6 1
11 33 ADM2534123 NARINDER KUMAR KAMAL DASS 20-08-99 Male SC N N 40 1
Computer Operator and Programing Assistant ( SCVT , SelfFinance , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 19 ADM2571804 ADIL WAHEED ABDUL WAHEED 07-01-08 Male GEN N N 69.4 1
2 21 ADM2573923 SHOWKAT AHMED SOHIL ABDUL HAMID SOHIL 03-03-06 Male GEN N N 68.6 1
3 27 ADM2573809 RAHIL FAROOQ FAROOQ AHMED SOHIL 02-11-04 Male GEN N N 67.6 1
4 32 ADM2599891 SHABIR AHMED MOHD YOUSAF 10-06-05 Male GEN N N 65.4 1
5 34 ADM2543220 SIDARTH SINGH RANGEEL SINGH DRORA 26-03-03 Male GEN N N 64 1
6 35 ADM2527536 AQUIB YOUSUF SOHIL MOHD YOUSUF SOHIL 18-05-07 Male GEN N N 63.8 1
7 37 ADM2569125 SHEENUM BANO GHULAM NABI 05-02-05 Female GEN N N 62.8 1
8 38 ADM2545325 YASSAR AHMED MUSHTAQ HUSSAIN 07-03-05 Male GEN N N 62.8 1
9 61 ADM2568397 KASHISH MIR MOHD HANIEF MIR 15-04-04 Female GEN N N 59.8 1
10 64 ADM2553605 MANSI DEVI DLEEP SINGH 27-10-04 Female GEN N N 59.2 1
11 65 ADM2514284 MONIKA DEVI DILAR SINGH KATOCH 28-03-06 Female GEN N N 58.8 1
12 70 ADM2518855 PRIYA DEVI RANJEET SINGH 28-02-08 Female GEN N N 57.8 1
13 72 ADM2528580 REENU DEVI NAIK RAM 01-09-03 Female GEN N N 57.6 1
14 79 ADM2593348 NAHIDA BANO ASGAR ALI 09-06-07 Female GEN N N 56.8 1
15 123 ADM2563846 SUDIKSHA DEVI KULDEEP SINGH 01-01-07 Female SC N N 50.6 1
16 131 ADM2598595 MOHD MASHQOOR MOHD YOUNUS 25-12-06 Male ST1 N N 49.8 1
17 138 ADM2546767 BUNTY BHAGAT BUDHI RAM 12-02-01 Male SC N N 47.8 1
18 185 ADM2536246 SHAHNAZ BANO GULAM MAI UD DIN 11-09-01 Female OBC N N 41.4 1
Electrician ( SCVT , SelfFinance , GenderApplicable: ALL )
S.No Rank App. No Name Parentage DOB Gender Category PWD ExMen %age Round
1 23 ADM2558621 ARUN SHARMA KAKA RAM 08-04-07 Male GEN N N 68.4 1
2 39 ADM2558486 SUDESH SINGH ANCHAL SINGH 10-05-05 Male GEN N N 62.8 1
3 42 ADM2590852 AAMIR AHMED KUMAR AB HAMID KUMAR 06-04-01 Male OBC N N 62.6 1
4 43 ADM2589142 KESHIB SINGH KATOCH JEEWAN SINGH KATOCH 10-09-07 Male GEN N N 62.6 1
5 50 ADM2573279 RAHUL SINGH RIKHI SINGH 10-12-06 Male GEN N N 62 1
6 53 ADM2592175 RANDHIR SINGH KATOCH KULJEET SINGH KATOCH 20-04-08 Male GEN N N 62 1
7 57 ADM2556449 BALBEER SINGH NASIB SINGH 05-02-97 Male GEN N N 60.6 1
8 80 ADM2529020 MOHD AADIL PARVEZ AHMED 01-01-07 Male ST1 N N 56.6 1
9 86 ADM2512784 KHURSHID AHAMED MOHD SHAFI 17-02-04 Male ST1 N N 56.2 1
10 121 ADM2556500 PARSHOTAM KUMAR SWAMI RAJ 20-05-05 Male SC N N 51.2 1
11 136 ADM2548629 MAMTA DEVI SATISH KUMAR 13-11-03 Female GEN N N 48.6 1
12 156 ADM2582848 JAGJEET SINGH MANGAL SINGH 28-12-06 Male SC N N 45.4 1
13 168 ADM2558060 VISHAL SHARMA SURAM CHAND 10-03-96 Male GEN Y N 43.4 1
14 181 ADM2549025 SAPNA DEVI JASWANT SINGH 04-02-02 Female GEN N N 41.8 1

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. The selection list is provisional (received from Directorate of Skill Development J&K) and as such no right accrues to claim his/her final  selection. The objection of candidates if any, shall 
be submitted in the office of the undersigned along with valid proof  within 05 days from the date of issue of the notification. 
No claim shall be entertained thereafter under any circumstances.
2. All the provisinally selected candidates for Round-1 are directed to report to this office by or before 24th July 2025  for  admission as well as for deposition of prescribed fee along the fol-
lowing documents in original. 
3. List of documents to be submitted at the time of Admission
i) Academic Qualificaton certificate/Marks cards qualifying Examination   ii) Date of Birth Certificate iii) Domicile Certificate  iv) Catagory Certificate  v) 02 Recent passport size photograps vi) 
Adhar Card Copy  vii) The trainees  seeking admission must submit Self Declaration form duly signed by the Parents.4. An affidavit of Rs 10/=  that the candidates  has not taken an admission 
an regular base in Govt/Semi Govt/    Private institute.5. Admission shall be cancelled from providing fake /incorrect information at the time of admission.

Sd/-
No: ITI/RBN/2025/323	 Superintendent
Dated: 04-07-2025	 Govt. ITI Ramban
DIP/J-3171/25
Date: 8-7-25

Clean Jammu Green Jammu 
Campaign: Plantation Drive 
organized in Upper Roopnagar
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 8

As part of the ongo-
ing Clean Jammu Green 
Jammu campaign, a large-
scale plantation drive was 
conducted today in Sector 
4 Nagar Vatika  Upper 
Roopnagar. The event saw 
enthusiastic participation 
from the girl students of 
Women College Parade, 
who actively planted a 
variety of saplings, con-
tributing to the city’s 
green cover.

Local residents of 
Roopnagar, officials from 
Jammu Municipal Corpo-
ration ( JMC), Urban For-
estry Division Jammu, and 
Swachhata Volunteers also 
joined the drive, demon-
strating strong community 
support for environmental 
conservation.

The campaign, spear-
headed by Jammu Munic-
ipal Corporation and 
Urban Forestry Division 
Jammu, aims to make 

Jammu greener by involv-
ing citizens from all walks 
of life. A unique feature of 
the campaign is the adop-
tion of saplings, where a 
QR code is affixed in the 
name of the individual 
who adopts and cares for 
the plant.

Running till 15th August, 
the campaign has set an 
ambitious target of plant-
ing 60,000 saplings across 
the city. The departments 
are making sustained 
efforts to involve politi-
cal parties, social service 
organizations, schools, 
colleges, universities, 
students, and Swachhata 
Champions in this noble 

cause.
Prominent dignitaries 

present at today’s event 
included Dr. Kumar M.K., 
IFS, CCF Jammu, O.P. 
Sharma, IFS (Retd.), CCF, 
Pradeep Chandra Wahuli, 
IFS, Ashwani Kumar 
Mittal, Divisional Forest 
Officer Urban Jammu, 
Rabia Khan, AFO, JMC, 
Dr. Divya Sharma, IEC 
Incharge JMC, R.K. Sethi, 
Dr. Jagdish Raj Thapa, 
Ambedkar Gupta, among 
others. The campaign 
continues to inspire citi-
zens to take ownership 
of the environment and 
work collectively towards 
a greener, cleaner Jammu.

Dr. Rameshwar Singh initiates first-
ever Hari Prayag Khumb Mela at Bani
JI NEWS SERVICE 
BANI, JULY 6

In a historic and spiritually 
significant development, 
MLA Bani Dr. Rameshwar 
Singh formally inaugurated 
the first-ever Hari Prayag 
Khumb Mela at Sarthali, a 
sacred confluence point 
in Bani where the Khad 
and Seva rivers meet. The 
event, rooted in ancient 
tradition and mentioned 
in both the Panchang and 
the Vedas, marks a new 
chapter in the religious 
and cultural landscape of 
the region. 

The auspicious day, 
falling on 6th July, aligns 
with a rare Yog known as 
the Mams of Hari Prayag 
Khumb, recognized by spir-
itual scholars and seers. 
Thousands of devotees 
from across Jammu and 
Kashmir and neighboring 
states gathered to take part 
in this divine occasion. 

Morning and evening 

Aartis were performed 
with great devotion at 
the Sangam, and a mass 
holy dip (Shahi Snan) was 
observed as per ritualistic 
tradition, believed to wash 
away sins and bring spiri-
tual upliftment. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Rameshwar Singh 
expressed pride in bring-
ing this ancient tradition 
to life and emphasized 
the need to preserve and 
promote the spiritual heri-
tage of Bani. “This sacred 
land, mentioned in our 
scriptures, is now being 
recognized for its religious 

significance. It is my vision 
to make Bani a prominent 
destination for pilgrimage 
and spiritual tourism,” he 
said. 

The initiative has been 
welcomed by local resi-
dents and religious bodies, 
who see it as a step toward 
reviving forgotten tradi-
tions and boosting the cul-
tural identity of the region. 

The event concluded 
with community prayers 
and offerings at the river-
bank, with arrangements 
in place for the safety and 
comfort of pilgrims by the 
local administration.

The Chatter Box to host Insane 
Comic on July 13, in Jammu
JI NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, JULY 8

The Chatter Box, Jammu’s 
most vibrant and beloved 
venue for live performanc-
es, is all set to tickle funny 
bones with a special stand-
up comedy night featuring 
the fast-rising comedy star 
Vishal Sharma, popularly 
known as Insane Comic. 
The event is scheduled 
for Sunday, 13th July 
2025, and promises to be 
a laughter-packed evening 
for all age groups.

The announcement 
was made by Shivam 
Singh, Founder of Chat-
ter Box, along with Meen-
akshi Bhagat, Co-Found-
er. Speaking about the 
upcoming show, they said, 
“After the tremendous 
response we received for 
Manpreet Singh aka Comic 
Singh’s performance, we 
are thrilled to bring anoth-
er unique voice in Indian 
comedy to Jammu. We are 
hopeful that Jammuites 
will shower the same love 
and support this Sunday 
too.”

Vishal Sharma has 
quickly emerged as one of 
the most promising names 
in the Indian comedy 

scene. With a social media 
following of over 170,000, 
Vishal’s content delivered 
primarily in the Kangri dia-
lect resonates deeply with 
audiences for its authentic-
ity, wit, and clean, family-
friendly humor.

In just two years, he has 
performed at more than 75 
shows across India, earn-
ing praise for his ability to 
blend regional language 
with universally relat-
able themes. His dedica-
tion to promoting stand-
up comedy in Himachal 
Pradesh was recently rec-
ognized with an honor 
from the Chief Minister of 
Himachal Pradesh.

This show will mark 
Vishal's debut perfor-
mance in Jammu, and 
expectations are high. 
Audiences can look for-
ward to a refreshing mix 
of sharp observations, cul-
tural references, and feel-
good comedy that respects 
tradition while keeping 
things light and modern.

The event will be held 
at  The Chatter Box, conve-
niently located in the heart 
of Jammu. Tickets are 
exclusively available on 
BookMyShow, and given 
the growing buzz, organ-
isers strongly recommend 
early bookings to avoid 
disappointment.
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Department of Wildlife Protection 

Office of the Additional Director Jambu Zoo 
Nagrota, Jammu 

Email: wlwjambuzoo@gmail.com 
 

SHORT TERM TENDER NOTICE 
E-TENDERING 

 
Tender Notice : e-NIT No.:- 18/WLW/JZ of 2025-26 dated: 07-07-2025  

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Jammu & Kashmir UT, e-tenders are invited  
from approved and eligible contractors registered with J&K UT Govt. /Central Govt.  
Organizations for the following works:  
   

Name of work Adv. 
Cost 
(₹ . in 
lacs) 

Earnest 
Money 
(in Rs.) 

Class of 
Contractor 

Cost  of 
Tender 
Docum

ent 
(in Rs.) 

Time of 
comple

tion 

Receiving 
/Opening 
Authority 

Maintenance of 
lawns, gardens and 
pathways of Jambu 
Zoo. 

29.53 59,100 Registered 
firms 

600 1 year Tender 
opening 
committee  

 
The  e-NIT consisting  of qualifying  information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill 
of  quantities, (B.O.Q), set of Terms & Conditions of contract  and other details can 
be seen/downloaded from the departmental Website:- http://jktenders.gov.in 
 

      Position of funds:   CAPEX 2025-26  
Position  of AA : Accorded.                                                        
Position of TS : Accorded.    
                                      
Publishing Date 07-07-2025 
Download Start Date 07-07-2025 
Bid Submission  Start Date 07-07-2025 
Pre bid meeting 10-07-2025 
Bid submission End Date 

(online) 
14-07-2025 up to 04:00 PM 

Date of opening  of Technical Bid 15-07-2025 at 12:00 PM   
(In the Office of Regional Wildlife Warden, 
Jammu, Manda Hills, Jammu)     

Date of  opening  of Financial 
Bid 

(online) 

16-07-2025 at 03:00 PM  
(In the Office of Regional Wildlife Warden,  
Jammu, Manda Hills, Jammu)  

 

Bid documents can be seen at and download from the website: - https://jktenders.gov.in. 
Bid documents contain qualifying criteria for bidder, specifications, bill of quantities, 
conditions and other details.  

                  Anil Kumar Atri (SFS) 
                                         Additional Director 
              Jambu Zoo. 
DIP/J-3156/25 
Date: 8-7-25 

ABVP Jammu Mahanagar organized "Madhavi Chatr 
Samman Samaharo" on National Students Day
JI NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, JULY 8

ABVP Jammu Mahanagar 
on the occasion of Nation-
al Youth Day, organized a 
grand felicitation program 
at the esteemed Jammu 
Club today, to honor the 
brilliant toppers of the 
10th and 12th standard 
board examinations. The 
event aimed to acknowl-
edge and encourage the 
academic achievements 
of the youth, reinforcing 
the spirit of learning and 
dedication.

The program was graced 
by the presence of Prof. 
Sanjeev Jain Ji, Vice-Chan-
cellor of the Central Uni-
versity of Jammu, who pre-
sided as the Chief Guest. 
His inspiring words moti-
vated the young achievers 
to pursue their goals with 
unwavering commitment.

Shri Ashish Chouhan Ji, 

National Organizing Sec-
retary of ABVP, attended 
as the Guest of Honour, 
emphasizing the crucial 
role of youth in nation-
building. Other dignitar-
ies present included Shri 
Harish Sharma Ji, Jammu 
Mahanagar Mantri, and 
Shri Rajesh Bhardwaj Ji, 
Mahanagar President, who 
extended their congratu-
lations and best wishes to 
the students.

Prof. Sanjeev Jain 
( V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r 
CUJ),”emphasize the cru-

cial role of technology and 
AI in shaping our nation's 
future. Our youth have 
immense potential and 
must be equipped with 
skills to harness these 
emerging fields. They will 
drive innovation, entre-
preneurship, and social 
change. Let's foster a 
culture of creativity and 
experimentation, and pro-
vide them with the support 
they need to succeed. I 
congratulate our academic 
toppers and urge them to 
continue striving for excel-

lence. Together, let's create 
a future where our youth 
thrive, innovate, and lead 
the way."

Shri Ashish Chouhan Ji 
National Organizing Sec-
retary of ABVP, stated: 
"National Youth Day is a 
reminder of the immense 
potential and energy that 
resides within our youth. 
These toppers are not just 
academic achievers; they 
are the future leaders, 
innovators, and nation-
builders. ABVP is commit-
ted to fostering an environ-

ment where every student 
can realize their full poten-
tial, not just in academics 
but in all spheres of life. 
We believe in nurturing 
a generation that is not 
only intellectually strong 
but also deeply rooted in 
national values and dedi-
cated to societal welfare. 
This felicitation is a small 
gesture of our appreciation 
for their hard work and an 
encouragement for them 
to continue striving for 
excellence and contribute 
positively to our nation's 
progress."

The program saw a large 
gathering of students, 
parents, and community 
members, who applauded 
the efforts of the toppers. 
ABVP Jammu Mahanagar 
reiterated its commitment 
to promoting education, 
character building, and 
nationalistic values among 
the student community.

CU Jammu signs MoU with GMC Jammu to promote 
Collaborative Research and Academic Excellence
JI NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, JULY 8

In a landmark step toward 
strengthening academic and 
research collaboration, the 
Central University of Jammu 
(CUJ) today signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Government 
Medical College (GMC), 
Jammu. The partnership is 
aimed at enhancing research 
output, fostering academic 
exchange, and promoting 
translational outcomes in 
the fields of molecular biol-
ogy, diagnostics, and clinical 
medicine.

The Central University 
of Jammu has emerged as a 
premier institute of higher 
education and research, 
committed to academic 

excellence and innovation. 
Notably, the Centre for 
Molecular Biology (CMB) at 
CU Jammu is at the forefront 
of cutting-edge research 
focused on understand-
ing, preventing, and curing 
human diseases through 
molecular approaches. The 
Centre aims to develop and 
provide advanced molecular 
diagnostics services, facili-
tating accurate disease diag-
nosis and personalized treat-
ment strategies for public 
health benefit.

GMC Jammu, a leading ter-

tiary healthcare institution 
in the region, is home to two 
premier research facilities — 
the Viral Research and Diag-
nostic Laboratory (VRDL) 
and the Multidisciplinary 
Research Unit (MRU), sup-
ported by the Indian Council 
of Medical Research (ICMR) 
and Department of Health 
Research (DHR), Govern-
ment of India. These units 
are equipped with state-
of-the-art technology and 
possess deep expertise in 
viral diagnostics, molecular 
oncology, and disease sur-

veillance, significantly con-
tributing to regional health-
care delivery.

The MoU aims to catalyze 
collaborative research ini-
tiatives that involve clinical 
study designs, data acquisi-
tion and analysis, and the 
implementation of molecu-
lar strategies for precision 
medicine. The agreement 
will foster joint academic 
programs, encourage cross-
institutional faculty and stu-
dent engagement, and drive 
interdisciplinary innovation 
for the betterment of health-
care and society.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Prof. Sanjeev Jain, Hon’ble 
Vice Chancellor, Central Uni-
versity of Jammu, empha-
sized the strategic impor-
tance of collaborative and 

high-throughput research, 
stating that such partner-
ships are essential to trans-
lating research into societal 
benefit.

TRAFFIC POLICE HEADQUARTERS, 
J&K, JAMMU/SRINAGAR

1.	 From 07-07-2025, 1600 hrs. to 08-07-2025, 1600 hrs., there was slow movement observed on NH-44 due to break-
down of 02 HMVs, single lane traffic at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwri Pather.

2.	 Commuters belonging to Reasi, Katra, Udhampur, Patnitop, Doda and Ramban town are requested to keep their 
photo ID card to prove their identification after cut off timing from Jammu/Udhampur so that their movement can 
be facilitated smoothly.

3.	 Passengers/LMVs operators are advised to undertake journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW during day time due to ap-
prehension of shooting stones between Ramban and Banihal.

4.	 Goods carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable/live stock are advised to load their vehicle as per 
advisory issued by Traffic Police Headquarters time to time as there is single lane traffic and poor condition of road 
at Nashri-Dalwas and between Marog & Kishtwari Pather on Jammu Srinagar NHW.

5.	 Fruit growers/ Load carrier (HMV/LMV) Operators carrying fresh perishable from Valley towards Jammu are advised 
to load and park their vehicle timely (every morning before 9.00 am at designated place between NAVYUG Tunnel 
and Levdoora) so that their movement can be facilitated smoothly.

6.	 HMVs Operators/Owners are requested to desist from overloading and carry sufficient fuel during journey on Jam-
mu-Srinagar NHW. It is further requested that vehicle owners must double check the fitness of their vehicles and 
carry sufficient fuel before undertaking journey on Jammu-Srinagar NHW.

7.	 HMVs with only 06 and 10 tyres shall be allowed to ply through Dhar road.
8.	 Commuters are advised to avoid unnecessary haltage between Ramban and Banihal especially near landslide/shoot-

ing stone area.

TRAFFIC PLAN & ADVISORY FOR 09-07-2025:-
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions SANJY Convoy /LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from 
both sides on Jammu-Srinagar NHW (NH-44) viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-versa. However, HMVs shall be 
allowed on alternate days. TCU Jammu/Srinagar shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing this traffic.

SHRI AMAR NATH JI YATRA 2025
Please refer to Yatra Advisory No. 01 dated 27-06-2025

CUT OFF TIMINGS FOR LMVs/PASSENGER/PRIVATE CARs: -
To be released from:-
•	 Nagrota (Jammu) towards Srinagar: from 0600 hrs. to 1200 hrs.
•	 Jakheni (Udhampur) towards Srinagar: from 0700 hrs to 1300 hrs &
•	 Qazigund towards Jammu: from 1130 hrs to 1400 hrs.
TCU Jammu and TCU Srinagar will inform all concerned about the traffic advisory and cut off timings. No vehicle shall be 
allowed to move before and after cut off timings.

HMVs/Load Carriers:-
Subject to fair weather and better road conditions, HMVs shall be allowed from NAVYUG Tunnel (Qazigund side) towards 
Jammu after assessing the road and traffic situation on NH-44 and no HMV shall be allowed after 1900 hrs . TCU Srinagar 
shall liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the HMVs.
Moreover, in view of ongoing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2025, to provide hassle free movement of trucks carrying fresh/
perishable goods on NH-44. UT administration has decided, all tankers of Petrol, Diesel, LPG bulk gas, all trucks carrying 
empty LPG Cylinders; all empty vehicles of FCI; any other vehicle loaded/empty upto 10-tyres shall use only Mughal Road 
while returning to Jammu, as per advisory issued by DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 
01-07-2025

Kishtwar- Sinthan- Anantnag NH-244:-
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from NHIDCL, LMVs/HPSVs shall be allowed 
from both sides viz from Anantnag towards Kishtwar and vice- versa on Kishtwar-Sinthan-Anantnag road. These vehicles 
shall be allowed from PP Parana towards Anantnag from 0800 hrs to 1600 hrs and from PP Daksum towards Kishtwar 
from 0900 hrs. to 1500 hrs. No HMV other than designated HPSVs shall be allowed as per order issued by SDM Chhatroo 
vide No. SDM/C/2025-26/146-53 dated 16-05-2025 and SDM Kokernag vide No. SDM/KNG/665-71 dated 16-05-2025.

SSG ROAD
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, (after getting green signal from the BRO) traffic movement shall be al-
lowed on regulated manner on Srinagar-Sonamarg-Gumari road. LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Minamarg 
towards Srinagar at 0500 hrs. to 1000 hrs. Similarly, LMVs followed by HMVs shall be allowed from Sonamarg towards 
Kargil at 1130 hrs to 1730 hrs . No vehicle shall be allowed after cut off timing.
SFs Convoy, plying from Srinagar to Kargil and vice versa shall plan their movement in such a manner so that Yatra con-
voys (both UP and DOWN) don't get disturbed.

Mughal Road:-
Subject to fair weather and good road condition, after getting green signal from Road maintenance agencies (GREF). 
LMVs Passenger/Private Cars shall be allowed from both sides on Mughal road viz from Jammu towards Srinagar and vice-
versa via Poonch. However, HMVs (upto ten tyres only) shall be allowed from Shopian towards Poonch. These vehicles 
shall be allowed from Behramgala (Baffliaz) and Herpora (Shopian) at 0700 hrs. upto 1800 hrs. as per advisory issued by 
DIVCOM Kashmir vide No. Divcom/Dev/120/2025/7055-75 dated 01-07-2025.

ADVISORY :-
People are advised to undertake journey only after confirming status of the road from Traffic control units as under:-
•	 Jammu (0191-2459048, 0191- 2740550, 9419147732, 103)
•	 Srinagar (0194-2450022, 2485396, 18001807091, 103)
•	 Ramban (9419993745, 1800-180-7043)
•	 Udhampur (8491928625)
•	 PCR Kishtwar (9906154100)
•	 PCR Kargil (9541902330, 9541902331)
DIP/J-3179/25
Date: 8-7-25

ABRSM demands immediate 
revocation of recent School 
timing order for Winter Zones
JI NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU JULY 8

The Jammu and Kashmir 
unit of Akhil Bharatiya 
Rashtriya Shaikshik 
Mahasangh (ABRSM) 
has strongly objected 
to the recent directive 
issued by the Depart-
ment of School Edu-
cation regarding the 
change in school timings 
for schools in Kashmir 
and the winter zones of 
Jammu division.

In a statement 
released to the press, 
Sh. Gulshan Raina, Gen-
eral Secretary, ABRSM 
JKUT, termed the order 
as "irrelevant and incon-
siderate," and has urged 
the administration to 
immediately revoke it in 
the interest of students, 
parents, and teachers 
alike.

Mr. Raina emphasized 
that the revised school 
timing—from 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:00 noon—defeats 
the very purpose of safe-
guarding children from 
the prevailing harsh 
weather conditions. 
“Instead of providing 
relief, this order adds 
to the hardship of stu-
dents, especially those 
in rural areas who have 
to walk 3 to 4 kilometers 
and even cross streams 
(nalahas) to reach their 

schools by 8 a.m.,” he 
said.

He further pointed out 
that releasing children at 
12 noon, when the heat 
wave is at its peak, poses 
serious health risks and 
could be considered a 
gross violation of human 
rights.

Mr. Raina suggested 
that a more suitable 
alternative would have 
been to either fix the 
school timing from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., or extend 
the summer vacations 
until weather conditions 
become more favorable.

Additionally, Mr. Raina 
expressed concern over 
the decision to reopen 
summer zone schools on 
July 17, despite weather 
forecasts predicting 
heavy rains and high 
humidity. He warned 
that such decisions 
could endanger the lives 
of young students and 
staff, and called on the 
UT Education Minister 
to reconsider the matter 
urgently.

He strongly advocated 
for the formulation of a 
uniform academic cal-
endar across the Union 
Territory, ensuring 
equality in winter and 
summer breaks, while 
also considering the 
region-specific climatic 
conditions.

Vijay Anand Gill 
attends BJP 
Valmiki Samaj 
national meet
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 8

Jammu and Kashmir BJP 
SC Morcha Vice President  
Vijay Anand Gill, attend-
ed a meeting of BJP 
Valmiki Samaj All India 
Mandal, at party head-
quarters, New Delhi.

The All India Mandal 
team, led by its national 
leader Vikas Valmiki, 
also called on senior 
BJP leader and National 
Secretary Om Prakash 
Dhankad and submitted 
a memorandum seeking 
adequate representation 
of Valmiki Samaj activ-
ists in the party’s orga-
nizational structure and 
governments, both at the 
Centre and in the states.

During the meet-
ing, Vijay Anand Gill, 
apprised Dhankad of the 
aspirations and concerns 
of the Valmiki commu-
nity, emphasizing their 
steadfast support for the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
over the years. He urged 
the party leadership to 
acknowledge the contri-
butions of Valmiki Samaj 
karyakartas by ensuring 
they are given fair oppor-
tunities and representa-
tion in decision-making 
roles at various levels — 
from local bodies to state 
and national positions.
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PM Modi arrives in Brasilia, 
receives warm reception at airport

Double-engine alliance has made 
Bihar a crime capital, alleges Kharge

Rajnath Singh approves Rs 303 cr for 
development in Secunderabad Cantonment

India abstains from voting on 
Afghanistan at UN, cautions against 
business-as-usual approach

Jairam questions PM’s 'silence' on Trump’s 
claim of averting India-Pak war

AGENCIES
BRASILIA/NEW DELHI, JULY 8

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi arrived in Brasil-
ia today, marking the 
beginning of his official 
state visit to Brazil after 
concluding the BRICS 
summit.

The Prime Minister was 
warmly welcomed at the 
airport by Brazil's Defence 
Minister José Múcio Mon-
teiro Filho.

PM Modi’s visit is the 
first bilateral visit to the 
country by an Indian 
prime minister in nearly 
six decades.

The PM received a 
warm welcome from 
the Batala Mundo band, 
which performed a spirit-
ed Samba Reggae compo-
sition displaying the rich 
cultural heritage of Brazil.

“At Brasília airport, 
the band Batala Mundo 
played some wonder-
ful compositions. Their 
work is a global effort to 
promote Afro-Brazilian 
percussion, particularly 
samba-reggae, which 
originates from Salvador 
da Bahia, Brazil,” PM Modi 
posted on X.

“I landed in Brasília 
a short while ago. The 

Indian community wel-
comed me in a memorable 
way, once again highlight-
ing the passion of our dias-
pora and how much they 
remain connected to their 
roots,” PM Modi posted on 
X.

The performance was a 
prelude to his visit, follow-
ing his participation in the 
BRICS Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro on July 6-7.

The PM's visit to Brazil 
follows an invitation from 
Brazilian President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva.

Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal also 
took to X to highlight the 
significance of the visit. 
"Taking new strides in 
the steadfast India-Brazil 
partnership. PM @nar-
endramodi has landed in 

Brasilia for his state visit. 
He was warmly received 
by José Múcio Monteiro 
Filho, Brazil’s Minister of 
Defence, at the airport. 
The traditional Samba 
Reggae performance 
added a musical touch to 
this gracious welcome."

The warm reception 
in Brasilia underscores 
the strengthening of ties 
between India and Brazil, 
with both nations look-
ing forward to enhancing 
their cooperation in vari-
ous sectors.

The prime minister was 
accorded a ceremonial 
welcome upon his arrival 
at the Galeao International 
Airport. This is the fourth 
leg of his five-nation visit.

"Landed in Rio de Janei-
ro, Brazil, where I will take 
part in the BRICS Summit 

and later go to their capi-
tal, Brasília, for a state 
visit on the invitation of 
President Lula. Hoping 
for a productive round of 
meetings and interactions 
during this visit", PM Modi 
said in a post on X.

The Prime Minister 
arrived in Brazil from 
Argentina, where he held 
wide-ranging talks with 
President Javier Milei and 
agreed to diversify two-
way trade and ramp up 
cooperation in defence, 
critical minerals, phar-
maceuticals, energy, and 
mining sectors.

BRICS -- Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South 
Africa -- has been expand-
ed with five additional 
members: Egypt, Ethio-
pia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
and the UAE.

Leaders of the BRICS 
nations issued a strong 
condemnation of the April 
22 terrorist attack in J&K's 
Pahalgam, which left 26 
people dead.

In a joint declaration 
following the summit in 
Rio de Janeiro, the leaders 
labelled the attack "crimi-
nal and unjustifiable" and 
called for united global 
action to root out terror-
ism in all its forms.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge today 
accused the NDA govern-
ment in Bihar, of reducing 
the state to a "crime capi-
tal" and pushing it into 
a deep crisis of law and 
order, economic justice, 
and governance.

In a post on X, Kharge 
said, "In the past six 
months alone, 8 business-
men have been murdered 

in Bihar, and the police 
have come under attack 
at least five times. Just 
yesterday, a horrifying 
incident occurred where 

five members of a single 
family were brutally killed 
due to superstition and 
even innocent children 
were not spared."

He termed the JD(U)-
BJP partnership as a 
"fraudulent alliance" 
and held it responsible 
for the deteriorating law 
and order situation in the 
state.

Kharge claimed the 
Modi government's own 
data, shows that poverty 
levels in Bihar remain 

alarmingly high. "Social 
and economic justice has 
gone from bad to worse, 
and due to the collapsed 
administrative system, 
investment in Bihar is 
only visible on paper ".

Asserting that the 
people of Bihar have 
had enough, Kharge 
said, "This time, Bihar 
has decided that it will 
no longer remain sick. 
Change is certain in Bihar, 
and the INDI Alliance will 
bring that change."

AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, JULY 8

In a significant boost 
to infrastructure in the 
Secunderabad Canton-
ment area, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh has 
approved the utilisation of 
Rs 303.62 crore for various 
development works, fol-
lowing the efforts of Union 
Coal and Mines Minister G 
Kishan Reddy.

This funding is linked to 
the proposed transfer of 
cantonment lands to the 
Hyderabad Metropolitan 
Development Authority 
(HMDA) to facilitate the 
construction of elevated 
corridors in the region.

In an important depar-
ture from the usual pro-
cedure, the land transfer 
compensation—provided 

by the Telangana state 
government—will not go 
into the Consolidated 
Fund of India. Instead, it 
will be deposited into a 
newly established escrow 
account attached to the 
Secunderabad Canton-
ment Board. This ensures 
that the funds will be used 
exclusively for local devel-

opment works within the 
cantonment area.

Union Minister Kishan 
Reddy had written twice to 
Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh, requesting that the 
compensation be used 
specifically for local infra-
structure. Responding 
positively, the Ministry of 
Defence has now directed 

the Cantonment Board to 
set up the escrow account 
and focus the expenditure 
on civic improvements.

Once the state govern-
ment deposits the com-
pensation amount, the 
Cantonment Board will 
begin key infrastructure 
projects. These include the 
construction of an under-
ground sewage network, a 
fresh water supply system, 
retaining walls along 
canals, and the develop-
ment of internal roads.

Union Minister Kishan 
Reddy expressed his grati-
tude to Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh for approv-
ing the use of Rs 303 crore 
for the welfare and devel-
opment of the Secunder-
abad Cantonment area, 
an official statement said 
today.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

India abstained from 
voting at the UN on a 
Resolution on Afghani-
stan saying a “business as 
usual” approach without 
new and targeted initia-
tives is unlikely to deliver 
the outcomes the interna-
tional community envi-
sions for Afghan people.

The UNGA resolu-
tion on the ‘Situation in 
Afghanistan’ last night 
was moved by Germany.” 
The vote was 116 in favour 
and two against. Twelve 
countries including India, 
Russia, China and Iran 
abstained.

India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN, 
Ambassador P Harish, 
said in his speech that 
any coherent policy to 
address a post-conflict 
situation must combine a 
mix of policy instruments 
— incentivising positive 
behaviour and disincen-
tivising harmful actions.

"An approach focused 
only on punitive measures 
is unlikely to succeed,’’ 
Ambassador Harish cau-
tioned. He said the United 
Nations and the broader 
international commu-
nity had adopted more 
balanced and nuanced 
approaches in other 
post-conflict contexts. 
However, no new policy 
instruments had been 
introduced to address the 
worsening humanitarian 
crisis in Afghanistan since 
August 2021.

"A business-as-usual 
approach, without new 
and targeted initiatives, is 
unlikely to deliver the out-
comes the international 
community envisions for 

the Afghan people,’’ he 
said.

The international 
community must direct 
its coordinated efforts 
towards ensuring that enti-
ties and individuals desig-
nated by the UN Security 
Council, Al Qaeda and 
their affiliates, ISIL and 
their affiliates, including 
Lashkar-i-Tayyiba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, along 
with their regional spon-
sors who facilitate their 
operations, no longer 
exploit the Afghan terri-
tory for terrorist activities.

India is closely moni-
toring the security situ-
ation in Afghanistan, he 
asserted.

Welcoming Afghani-
stan’s strong condem-
nation of the terrorist 
killings at Pahalgam in 
Kashmir on April 22, he 
said External Affairs Min-
ister Dr S Jaishankar had 
recently spoken with the 
Acting Foreign Minister of 
Afghanistan. The conver-
sation followed a meeting 
between India’s Foreign 
Secretary and the Acting 
Foreign Minister where 
both sides discussed vari-
ous bilateral issues and 
regional developments.

Ambassador Harish 
said India’s approach to 
Afghanistan, as its contigu-
ous neighbour with deep 

historical and cultural ties, 
has always been guided by 
longstanding friendship 
and special relationship 
with the Afghan people. 
As a long-standing partner, 
India has direct stakes in 
ensuring peace and stabil-
ity in Afghanistan.

He said that since the 
UNGA last considered this 
issue in November 2022, 
India has been actively 
engaging with regional 
and international stake-
holders to promote peace, 
stability and development 
in Afghanistan.

"We believe that inter-
national and regional 
consensus and coopera-
tion on key issues con-
cerning Afghanistan are 
essential. Our participa-
tion in UN meetings in 
Doha and other regional 
forums reflects our ongo-
ing efforts, including our 
recent participation in the 
meetings held in Doha last 
week,’’ he said.

The Ambassador said 
India’s immediate priori-
ties in Afghanistan include 
the provision of humani-
tarian assistance and the 
implementation of capac-
ity-building initiatives for 
the Afghan people.

India has been working 
closely with UN agencies 
to support the Afghan 
people in critical areas 

such as health, food secu-
rity, education and sports. 
Also, India’s commitment 
to Afghanistan’s recon-
struction is demonstrated 
through more than 500 
development partnership 
projects across all prov-
inces.

Since August 2021, 
India has supplied around 
50,000 MTs of wheat, over 
330 MTs of medicines and 
vaccines, 40,000 litres of 
the pesticide Malathion, 
and 58.6 MTs of other 
essential items, support-
ing millions of Afghans in 
dire need of humanitarian 
assistance.

In partnership with 
the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), India provided 
84 MTs of assistance and 
medicines and 32 MTs of 
social support items for 
drug rehabilitation pro-
grammes in Afghanistan, 
particularly those focused 
on women.

India also continues 
to offer scholarships and 
fellowships to Afghan stu-
dents. Since 2023, we have 
provided scholarships for 
undergraduate and post-
graduate courses to 2,000 
Afghan students, includ-
ing nearly 600 girls and 
women.

Reiterating India’s his-
toric ties with the people 
of Afghanistan and endur-
ing commitment to meet-
ing their humanitarian and 
developmental needs, Mr 
Harish said India remains 
committed to continued 
engagement with all rel-
evant stakeholders and 
broadly supports the 
international community’s 
efforts towards a stable, 
peaceful and prosperous 
Afghanistan.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

Senior Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh has once 
again questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
continued “silence” over US 
President Donald Trump’s 
repeated claims that he 
played an important role in 
“preventing a war between 
India and Pakistan”.

“In the last 59 days, Pres-
ident Trump has claimed, 
for at least the 21st time, 

that he personally inter-
vened to halt a four-day-
long war between India and 

Pakistan in May,” Ramesh 
said on X.

He further noted that 
according to Trump, the 
conflict between the two 
countries was on the verge 
of escalating into a nuclear 
war. India and Pakistan 
were ready for a ceasefire 
because he used the “car-
rot-and-stick policy”, com-
bining incentives and pres-
sure through trade with 
the US. In simple terms, 
his message was: "Stop the 
war immediately, or you 

will lose access to the US 
market and investments".

Ramesh pointed out that 
these statements come 
even as Trump has been 
announcing the possibility 
of a new trade agreement 
involving the US, India, and 
Pakistan.

“@narendramodi — who 
was once called the 'Trump 
card' of the BJP by his own 
senior colleague Ghanashy-
am Tiwari — when will he 
break his silence on this 
issue?” Ramesh asked.

Netanyahu nominates Trump for Nobel Peace Prize
AGENCIES
WASHINGTON, JULY 8

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu during 
his meeting with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump in 
Washington thanked him 
for his intervention in Tel 
Aviv’s war against Iran, 
and said that he had sent 
a letter to the Nobel Prize 
Committee to nominate 
the US leader for the Peace 
Prize.

Before the high-profile 
dinner of the two leaders, 
the Israeli PM said “I want 
to express the appreciation 
and admiration not only 
of all Israelis, but of the 
Jewish people,” and then 
presented him the letter.

"I want to present to 
you, Mr. President, the 
letter I sent to the Nobel 
Prize Committee. It is 
nominating you for the 
Peace Prize, which is well 
deserved. You should get 
it," Netanyahu told Trump 

during the meeting.
A visibly moved Trump 

responded “Thank you 
very much. This I didn’t 
know. Wow. Coming from 
you, in particular, this is 
very meaningful. Thank 
you very much, Bibi.”

Trump has long main-
tained that he deserves the 
award as he has managed 
to end several global ten-
sions, and resolved wars.

While Trump has been 
quite clear about his stance 
on Iran, stating that while 
Washington does not want 
to attack the country any 
further and reach a con-
clusive peace-agreement, 

no attempts at restarting 
its nuclear program will be 
tolerated.

Trump was also expect-
ed to press Netanyahu on 
the issue of resolving the 
21-month crisis in the Gaza 
Strip during their meeting 
in the Blue Room at the 
White House. Till now, 
over 60,000 people have 
been killed in the war-torn 
area amid the IDF’s fight-
ing with Hamas terrorists.

Regarding the issue, the 
POTUS said that a lasting 
resolution to the deadly 
conflict will depend, in 
part, on Netanyahu’s will-
ingness to accept a deal 

that stops the fighting 
entirely.

The Israeli PM fur-
ther said that any deal 
must involve the release 
of all hostages. While 
some progress was made 
during the talks in Qatar 
between the Israeli and 
Hamas delegations, they 
proved inconclusive as Tel 
Aviv deemed the outfit’s 
demands ‘unacceptable.’

The prime minister said 
as he was departing Israel 
to come to Washington his 
meeting with Trump “can 
certainly help advance 
these results,” and it was 
clear Trump was hoping 
the meeting would result 
in progress.

“I think there’s a good 
chance we have a deal with 
Hamas during the week, 
during the coming week, 
pertaining to quite a few of 
the hostages,” Trump told 
reporters in New Jersey on 
July 5 as he was preparing 
to return to Washington.

Bihar to set up youth commission: Nitish
AGENCIES
PATNA, JULY 8

Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar today announced 
formation of Bihar Youth 
Commission for providing 
employment opportunities 
and skill development for 
the youth of the state.

The Chief Minister 
said on his social media 

account (X) the govern-
ment has approved the 
formation of the Bihar 
Youth Commission, which 
will recommend and pro-
vide inputs to the govern-
ment on key issues con-
cerning the development 
and welfare of the youth. 
The commission will also 
coordinate with various 
government departments 

to ensure better education 
and employment pros-
pects for the youth.

Kumar said the com-
mission will consist of one 
chairperson, two vice-
chairpersons, and seven 
members, with an upper 
age limit of 45 years. The 
commission will monitor 
private sector employment 
opportunities within Bihar 

and protect the interests 
of students studying out-
side the state. Special pro-
grammes will also be pre-
pared to keep the youth 
away from social evils.

He emphasised that the 
primary goal of the youth 
commission is to make 
Bihar’s youth skilled, 
employment-ready, and 
self-reliant.
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Shadab Khan, Haris Rauf to miss 
Bangladesh T20Is due to injuries

Paolini announces split with coach 
Marc Lopez after Wimbledon exit

Tim David has 'no plans' to ODI return 
despite Maxwell, Stoinis retirements

BCCI extends warm greetings as 
Sourav Ganguly turns 53

AGENCIES
LAHORE, JULY 8

Pakistan all-rounder 
Shadab Khan and pacer 
Haris Rauf have been left 
out of the 15-member 
squad due to injuries for 
the upcoming Bangladesh 
T20I tour.

Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) on Tuesday unveiled 
the squad with Salman Ali 
Agha continuing to lead 
the side in the T20Is. The 
three-match T20I series 
between Pakistan and 
Bangladesh will be played 
from July 20 to 24 at the 
Sher-e-Bangla National 
Cricket Stadium in Dhaka.

Vice-captain Shadab 
recently underwent suc-
cessful surgery on his 
right shoulder in the UK, 
addressing an issue that 
had been bothering him 
for some time.

Meanwhile, Rauf has 
been ruled out after suf-
fering a Grade 1 hamstring 
injury during the San 
Francisco Unicorns' recent 
victory over the Texas 

Super Kings in the ongoing 
2025 Major League Cricket 
(MLC) season.

In Rauf’s absence, pacer 
Salman Mirza has been 
called up to the national 
squad. Mirza impressed 

during PSL Season 9 with 
Lahore Qalandars, taking 
nine wickets in four 
matches at an average of 
15.00 and an economy rate 
of 9.64.

The Pakistan team is 

set to arrive in Bangladesh 
on July 16, with the T20I 
series beginning on July 
20. The second and third 
matches will be played 
on July 22 and 24, respec-
tively.

The two sides last faced 
off in May this year, when 
Pakistan secured a 3-0 
series sweep at home.

After the series against 
Bangladesh, Pakistan will 
tour West Indies for white-
ball series comprising 
three T20Is and as many 
ODIs, starting from August 
1.

The squad for the white-
ball series against West 
Indies will be announced 
in due course, PCB said.

Pakistan squad: Salman 
Ali Agha (captain), Abrar 
Ahmed, Ahmed Daniyal, 
Faheem Ashraf, Fakhar 
Zaman, Hassan Nawaz, 
Hussain Talat, Khushdil 
Shah, Mohammad Abbas 
Afridi, Mohammad Haris 
(wk), Mohammad Nawaz, 
Sahibzada Farhan (wk), 
Saim Ayub, Salman Mirza 
and Sufyan Moqim.

AGENCIES
LONDON, JULY 8

World number four Ital-
ian tennis player Jasmine 
Paolini has announced a 
split with her coach Marc 
Lopez days after her sec-
ond-round exit from Wim-
bledon.

Paolini, who last year 
became the first Italian 
woman in the Open era 
to reach the Wimbledon 
final, suffered a second-
round 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 loss 
to Russian Kamilla Rakhi-
mova last week.

"I want to say thank you 
to Marc Lopez for his help 
and support this season. 
We had some great results 
together. Especially in 
Rome and Paris. I appre-
ciate all the hard work and 
energy Marc gave every 
day," Paolini wrote on her 
Instagram story.

"Now that this part of 
the season is over, I’ve 
decided to make a change. 
I’ve learned a lot and 
made good progress. And 
now I’m taking the time to 
reflect on what the next 

step will be. Thank you 
again, Marc, for every-
thing," she added.

Paolini's partnership 
with Lopez, who was once 
part of Rafael Nadal coach-
ing team, began this April 
after the Italian parted 
ways with coach Renzo 
Furlan after a 10-year stint.

She won her second 
WTA 1000-level crown at 
the Italian Open and also 

lifted the women’s doubles 
title at the French Open 
under Lopez's guidance.

She became the first 
Italian woman to win the 
Rome title on home soil in 
the Open Era in May. She 
had defeated Coco Gauff 
in straight sets to become 
the first Italian woman to 
win her country’s biggest 
tournament since Raffaella 
Reggi in 1985.

The Italian enjoyed a 
remarkable season last 
year, reaching consecutive 
finals at Roland Garros and 
Wimbledon and capturing 
her first WTA 1000 title in 
Dubai.

She also won Olympic 
women's doubles gold, led 
Italy to the Billie Jean King 
Cup title and qualified for 
her first WTA Finals.

AGENCIES
PERTH, JULY 8

Australia all-rounder Tim 
David has ruled out the 
possibility of making his 
return to the ODI format 
after the shock retire-
ments of Glenn Maxwell 
and Marcus Stoinis from 
the 50-over cricket.

With Australia revamp-
ing their squad for the 2027 
ODI World Cup, Australia 
selectors feel David, who is 
known for his T20 assault, 
has a chance to find his 
spot back in the side.

David has extended 
his stint with the Hobart 
Hurricanes in the BBL for 
another two seasons but 
remains without a domes-
tic contract in Australia. 
He featured in just one 
match of the domestic 
One-Day Cup for Tasma-
nia in November 2021 and 
hasn’t held a domestic deal 
since his rookie contract 
with Western Australia in 
2017–18, before represent-
ing Singapore. Since his 

last ODI in 2023, he has not 
played any 50-over List A 
matches.

The 29-year-old has 
played just four ODIs for 
Australia but has been a 
mainstay of Australia's 
T20I team since 2022 with 
over 50 appearances in the 
shortest format.

"Definitely having con-
versations in the back-
ground with my coaches, 

and people that I want to 
talk to about my game at 
the moment," David said 
on Tuesday.

"I'm not too sure, to be 
honest. It's not the imme-
diate plan. We've got such 
a busy year, to be honest, 
leading up to this T20 
World Cup. The winter 
actually looks quite dif-
ferent for me this year. 
Previously, I would have 

been away for four or five 
months in a row over the 
winter playing competi-
tions. And now we've got 
so many T20 series that 
there's not much time to 
think about much else. So 
we'll see how that devel-
ops. But, at the moment, 
no plans."

David is currently 
undergoing hamstring 
rehabilitation in Perth 
while preparing for Aus-
tralia’s upcoming T20I 
tour of the Caribbean, 
which begins on July 20 in 
Jamaica. He has enjoyed a 
rare month at home follow-
ing the injury he sustained 
during the IPL, where he 
played a key role in Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru’s 
maiden title run, despite 
missing the playoffs due to 
the setback.

He was originally set 
to return to action in the 
Global Super League for 
the Hurricanes, starting on 
Thursday, but his recovery 
has taken slightly longer 
than anticipated.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

As former India captain 
Sourav Ganguly turned 53 
on Tuesday, the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) extended a warm 
greeting to its ex-presi-
dent, highlighting his stats 
from his stellar career.

After making his inter-
national debut in an ODI 
match against the West 
Indies in the 1992 Benson 
and Hedges World Series, 
Ganguly served the coun-
try for 16 glorious years.

The left-hander batter 
went on to be recognised 
as one of the greatest bat-
ters to have come out of 
India, particularly in ODIs. 
He scored 7212 runs in 113 
Tests at an average of 42.17 
with 16 centuries. In ODI 
cricket, Ganguly played 
311 matches, scoring 11,363 
runs at an average of 41.02 
with 22 centuries.

"424 intl. matches, 
18575 intl. runs, 38 intl. 
centuries. Here's wish-
ing former #TeamIndia 
Captain and former BCCI 

President Sourav Ganguly 
a very Happy Birthday,' 
BCCI shared in X.

Replying to the post, 
Ganguly, wrote: "Thank 
you BCCI ..the best sport-
ing organisation in the 
world."

Sourav Ganguly is 
widely regarded as one 
of India's most success-
ful and influential cricket 
captains. He assumed cap-
taincy in 2000 and led the 
national side in 49 Tests 
and 146 One-Day Interna-
tionals, securing 21 and 
76 victories, respectively. 
Under his captaincy, India 
began to achieve signifi-
cant success overseas in 
Test cricket and mounted 
an impressive campaign 
that culminated in reach-
ing the ICC Cricket World 

Cup final in 2003.
Most importantly, 

Ganguly under his cap-
taincy, gave opportunity 
and backed a large pool 
of talented players, who 
became big match-win-
ners for India.

Ganguly holds several 
notable achievements; He 
became only the eighth 
Indian player with over 
7,000 runs in Tests and 
also the ninth-highest 
centurion in the format for 
India with 16 tons under 
his belt.

He is one of only eight 
Indian players to have 
scored over 7,000 runs in 
Test cricket and ranks as 
the ninth-highest centu-
ry-maker for India in the 
format, with 16 centuries 
to his name. In One-Day 

Internationals, he stands 
as the eighth-highest 
run-scorer globally and 
is among a 14 players to 
have crossed the 10,000-
run milestone.

Renowned for rising 
to the occasion in major 
ICC tournaments, Ganguly 
holds the record for the 
highest individual score by 
an Indian in a World Cup 
match (183 in 1999 against 
Sri Lanka). He also became 
the first player to score 
three centuries in a single 
World Cup edition (2003) 
and achieved three over-
all in the ICC Champions 
Trophy (2000 and 2002).

Following his retire-
ment from international 
cricket, Ganguly transi-
tioned seamlessly into 
cricket administration. 
After serving as the presi-
dent of the Cricket Associa-
tion of Bengal from 2015 to 
2019, he was unanimously 
elected as president of the 
Board of Control for Crick-
et in India (BCCI) and took 
very key decisions during 
his tenure from 2019 to 
2022

Ecclestone and Bouchier return as England 
name 15-member squad for ODIs against India

Zimbabwe pacer Kundai Matigimu 
fined for code of conduct breach

AGENCIES
LONDON, JULY 8

England Women have 
announced a 15-member 
squad for the upcoming 
three-match ODI series 
against India, set to take 
place from July 16.

The squad sees a 
couple of notable returns 
as Sophie Ecclestone and 
Maia Bouchier are back 
in the mix, while most of 
the core group from the 
recent West Indies series 
remains intact.

Left-arm spinner Eccle-
stone is back in the ODI 
setup after missing the 
West Indies series, provid-
ing a significant boost to 
England’s bowling attack. 
Bouchier, who has been 
in fine form domestically, 
has also earned a recall to 
add depth to the batting 
line-up.

Captain Nat Sciver-
Brunt, who ruled out of 
the last three T20Is against 
India due to a groin injury, 
is expected to return to 
full fitness in time for the 

ODIs. Fast bowler Lauren 
Filer, who made a strong 
impression with her pace 
in the T20I at The Oval, 
has also been included as 
she continues her come-
back from a knee injury.

Head coach Charlotte 
Edwards acknowledged 
the intensity of the recent 
T20I battles against India 
and emphasised that 

her side is continuing to 
evolve. “India have really 
pushed us during the Vital-
ity IT20 series. We knew 
they would, and we’ve 
learned a lot about the 
team in the three games so 
far. There have been some 
good moments, but we’re 
a team in transition and 
we need to keep working 
hard,” she said.

Reflecting on the vic-
tory at The Oval, Edwards 
added, “Friday night was 
high drama and we were 
delighted to keep our-
selves in the series. I’m 
very proud of the charac-
ter and the fight the play-
ers showed.”

“This series is perfect 
preparation for the ICC 
Women’s World Cup in 
India this autumn, but it’s 
also a series we’re deter-
mined to win.”

India women lead the 
ongoing T20I series 2-1, 
with the next match set to 
be played on Wednesday 
in Manchester, with the 
final T20I scheduled for 
July 12 in Birmingham.

England women's squad 
for the ODI series: Em 
Arlott, Tammy Beaumont, 
Lauren Bell, Maia Bouch-
ier, Alice Capsey, Kate 
Cross, Alice Davidson-
Richards, Charlie Dean, 
Sophia Dunkley, Sophie 
Ecclestone, Lauren Filer, 
Amy Jones, Emma Lamb, 
Nat Sciver-Brunt (captain), 
Linsey Smith.

AGENCIES
BULAWAYO, JULY 8

Zimbabwe fast bowler 
Kundai Matigimu has been 
fined 15 per cent of his 
match fees for breaching 
Level 1 of the ICC Code of 
Conduct during the ongo-
ing second Test against 
South Africa at the Queens 
Sports Club in Bulawayo.

The incident took place 
on Day 1, during the 72nd 
over of South Africa’s 
innings when Matigimu 
fielded a ball in his follow-
through and threw it at 
batter Lhuan-de Pretorius, 
hitting him on the wrist at 
close range.

Following the incident, 
Matigimu was found to 
have violated Article 2.9 
of the ICC Code of Con-
duct for Players and Player 
Support Personnel, which 
deals with “throwing a ball 
(or any other item of crick-
et equipment) at or near a 
player in an inappropriate 
and/or dangerous manner 
during an International 
Match.”

The charge was laid 
by the on-field umpires, 
along with the third and 
fourth officials. Matigimu 

admitted to the offence 
and accepted the sanc-
tion proposed by match 
referee Ranjan Madugalle, 

a member of the Emirates 
ICC Elite Panel of Match 
Referees, thereby avoid-
ing the need for a formal 
disciplinary hearing.

"Matigimu admitted to 
the offence and accepted 
the sanction proposed by 
Ranjan Madugalle of the 
Emirates ICC Elite Panel 
of Match Referees, there-
by avoiding the need for 
a formal hearing," the ICC 
said in a statement.

In addition to the fine, 
Matigimu has also been 
handed one demerit 
point, which will be added 
to his disciplinary record. 
This is his first offence in 
a 24-month period, mean-
ing the consequences are 
limited for now. However, 
further violations could 
lead to stiffer penalties 
under ICC regulations.

South Africa, mean-
while, declared their 
innings at a commanding 
626/5, with Wiaan Mulder 
unbeaten on a record 367 
and bowling out Zimba-
bwe on 170 in the first 
innings, followed by 51/1.
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DC Doda chairs DLIC 
meeting to approve 66 
cases under Mission YUVA

Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram 
Utkarsh Abhiyan concludes 
in Panchayat Krimachi

JI NEWS SERVICE
DODA, JULY 8

The District Level Imple-
mentation Committee 
(DLIC) convened an impor-
tant meeting today under 
the flagship Mission YUVA, 
chaired by District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(DDC) Doda, Mr. Harvin-
der Singh. The meeting 
aimed to review progress 
under the scheme and to 
scrutinize and approve 
applications submitted 
through the dedicated 
DLIC portal.

The deliberations were 
attended by ADC/ADDC 
Doda, Anil Kumar Thakur, 
Deputy Director Employ-
ment Doda Mohd Rafiq, 
In-charge General Manager 
DIC, District Social Wel-
fare Officer Doda, District 
Nodal Officer JKEDI, Lead 
District Manager and other 

key stakeholders. A total of 
66 entrepreneurial cases, 
verified by the Small Busi-
ness Development Unit 
(SBDU) Doda, were pre-
sented before the commit-
tee. After thorough exami-
nation of eligibility, viabil-
ity, and socio-economic 
relevance, all 66 applica-
tions were approved for 
financial assistance and 
handholding support 
under Mission YUVA.

While addressing the 
officers, the Deputy Com-
missioner underscored 

the importance of creating 
self-employment opportu-
nities for the local youth, 
with special focus on mar-
ginalized and underprivi-
leged sections. He directed 
line departments to ensure 
timely disbursement of 
funds, effective monitor-
ing, and strong mentoring 
mechanisms to help the 
new ventures flourish sus-
tainably.

The DC also urged stake-
holders to intensify out-
reach and awareness cam-
paigns to encourage wider 
participation in Mission 
YUVA, making it a beacon 
of hope for aspiring entre-
preneurs in the district. 
The meeting concluded 
with a call to all depart-
ments to work with dedi-
cation and urgency so that 
today’s entrepreneurial 
seeds grow into successful 
enterprises of tomorrow.

JI NEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JULY 8

The ongoing Dharti Aaba 
Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh 
Abhiyan culminated today 
in Panchayat Krimachi 
under the supervision of 
Deputy Commissioner 
Udhampur Saloni Rai 
with a series of impact-
ful events and public out-
reach activities aimed at 
empowering the tribal 
population through access 
to government welfare 
schemes.

GM DIC Udhampur 
Kishore Singh Katoch 

was the chief guest on the 
occasion.

On the concluding day, 
a vibrant awareness cam-
paign was held to sensi-
tize members of the tribal 
community about various 
flagship schemes of the 
Government, designed 
to uplift socio-economic 
standards and ensure 
inclusive development.

Officials from multiple 
departments participated 
actively, sharing informa-
tion, resolving queries 
and extending on-the-spot 
assistance to the beneficia-
ries.

A health camp was 
also organized during the 
event to provide quality 
medical care to the tribal 
populace. The Depart-
ment of Ayush played 
a key role in the initia-
tive by distributing free 
medicines and offering 
consultations on preven-
tive health and traditional 
wellness practices.

In addition to these ser-
vices, a special grievance 
redressal camp was set 
up where scores of public 
issues were addressed and 
resolved promptly by the 
officials concerned.

DDC Poonch presides over 
public outreach program at 
Aspirational Block Mankote
JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 8

In a major step towards 
responsive and inclusive 
governance, the District 
Development Commission-
er (DDC) Poonch, Shri Vikas 
Kundal today conducted a 
comprehensive Public Out-
reach Program at the Aspi-
rational Block Mankote, 
Subdivision Mendhar. The 
event, held at the Tehsil 
Office Complex Mankote, 
witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from locals 
of Mankote and adjoining 
villages.

The outreach initiative 
aimed to directly engage 
with the public, under-
stand grassroots-level 
issues, and ensure prompt 
redressal. Officers present 
at the program included 
ADDC Poonch, PO ICDS, 
SDM Mendhar, ACP, ACD, 
Deputy Director Employ-
ment, Tehsildar Mankote, 
BDO Mankote and other 
senior officers from various 
line departments.

During the interactive 
session, residents project-
ed a wide array of issues 
and demands pertaining 
to drinking water supply, 
banking services, road con-
nectivity, construction of 
bunkers, education, health-

care, electricity and other 
essential public utilities.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DDC congratulated 
the officials, field staff and 
the community for the 
remarkable performance 
of Block Mankote, which 
recently secured 1st rank 
in Jammu Division and 9th 
position at the national 
level under the Aspirational 
Block Programme (ABP). He 
lauded the collective efforts 
that led to this remarkable 
feat and emphasized the 
need to continue striving 
for better outcomes.

“Our focus is on address-
ing existing gaps in criti-
cal indicators like bank-
ing, health, water supply 
and other infrastructure. 

This outreach is an effort 
to listen directly from the 
people and take actionable 
steps to further improve 
our performance,” the DDC 
stated.

DDC Vikas Kundal 
assured the residents that 
their grievances would 
be addressed on priority 
and reiterated the admin-
istration’s commitment to 
improving service delivery 
and overall quality of life in 
the block.

The outreach program 
served as a meaningful 
platform for community 
engagement, policy feed-
back and collaborative 
development planning in 
one of the most dynamic 
blocks of the district.

District-Level NCORD 
meeting held at Udhampur

DC Jammu distributes sanction 
letters under Mission YUVA

JI NEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JULY 8

Deputy Commissioner 
Saloni Rai chaired a meet-
ing of the District-Level 
Committee under the 
Narco Coordination Centre 
to assess the implementa-
tion of drug control mea-
sures and their on ground 
impact.

The meeting was 
attended by Senior Super-
intendent of Police Amod 
Ashok Nagpure, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner 
Prem Singh, Assistant 
Commissioner Revenue 
Dr. Umesh Shan and other 
officers from line depart-
ments.

The meeting held 
detailed deliberations on 

progress achieved in iden-
tification of individuals 
involved in illicit drug trade 
and investigations into the 
NDPS Act cases.

DC directs for freezing 
and attachment of finan-
cial assets of drug traffick-
ers, action taken against 
pharmacies selling sched-
uled drugs without valid 
prescriptions, measures 
to curb illicit cultivation of 

narcotic crops, rehabilita-
tion initiatives for victims 
of substance abuse, surveil-
lance in educational institu-
tions and implementation 
of Nasha Mukt Panchayat 
campaign.

The DC instructed stake-
holder departments to scale 
up counseling services and 
IEC activities to raise public 
awareness, especially at the 
grassroots level.

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, JULY 8

Deputy Commissioner 
Jammu, Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya, today handed 
over sanction letters to 
seven youth entrepre-
neurs under the Mission 
YUVA scheme at the DC 
Office.

The beneficiaries will 
establish small businesses 
including transport servic-
es, general stores and cos-
metics outlets, with finan-
cial support provided under 
the government’s flagship 
initiative.

Highlighting the scheme’s 
impact, the Deputy Com-
missioner said, “Mission 
YUVA is a major initiative of 
the government to support 

youth in starting their own 
businesses.”

He also noted that 34 
cases have been approved 
so far in the district and 
awareness and implemen-
tation activities are in full 
swing under his chairman-
ship of the District Level 
Implementation Committee 
(DLIC).

Later, a DLIC meet-
ing chaired by the Deputy 

Commissioner approved 86 
additional cases under the 
scheme.

The meeting was also 
attended by Additional Dis-
trict Development Commis-
sioner Sher Singh, Deputy 
Director Employment Suna-
ina Saini, Assistant Director 
Employment Mukhlis Ali 
and representatives from 
NABARD, JKEDI, DIC and 
J&K Bank.

MLA Udhampur West & DC hand 
over ambulance to Govt Medical 
College Udhampur under J&K 
Bank CSR initiative

DC Poonch chairs District Level 
Screening-cum-Coordination 
Committee meeting to review 
SRO-43 cases

JI NEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, JULY 8

As part of efforts to 
strengthen healthcare 
infrastructure in the dis-
trict, Member of Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Udhampur 
West, Pawan Kumar Gupta, 
along with Deputy Commis-
sioner Udhampur, Saloni 
Rai, formally handed over a 
newly donated ambulance 
to the Principal of Gov-
ernment Medical College, 
Udhampur. The donation 
was made under the Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiative of Jammu & 
Kashmir Bank Ltd.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the MLA and Deputy 
Commissioner empha-
sized that the addition of 
the ambulance will greatly 
enhance emergency health-
care services in the district 
and serve as a vital asset for 
the benefit of the general 
public.

The ambulance, donat-
ed by Jammu and Kashmir 
Bank as part of its CSR pro-
gram, is aimed at provid-
ing critical support for the 
transportation of patients 
and trauma cases, thereby 
boosting emergency medi-
cal response capabilities in 
the region.

JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 8

A meeting of the District 
Level Screening-cum-
Coordination Committee 
was held today under the 
chairmanship of Deputy 
Commissioner Poonch, 
Vikas Kundal, in his office 
chamber to review and 
decide on claims submit-
ted under SRO-43.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Tahir Mus-
tafa Malik, Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue Mohd 
Sayeed, and officers from 
the CID and security agen-
cies.

During the meeting, 
ADC Poonch provided a 
detailed briefing to the 

Chair regarding the current 
status of each case. After a 
comprehensive discussion 
and evaluation, the com-
mittee approved several eli-
gible cases under SRO-43.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commission-
er Vikas Kundal empha-
sized the need for timely 
disposal of SRO-43 cases, 
noting that it plays a crucial 
role in reinforcing the trust 
of the affected families in 
the government machin-
ery.

The DC also directed 
the concerned depart-
ments to maintain a proac-
tive approach and ensure 
that all necessary formali-
ties and verifications are 
completed well in time for 
SRO-43 cases.

DC Poonch visits Ayushman Arogya 
Mandir Sub Centre Chhajla, Mendhar; 
reviews healthcare facilities
JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, JULY 8

To assess the status of 
healthcare infrastructure 
and services, Deputy 
Commissioner Poonch, 
Vikas Kundal today con-
ducted an inspection of 
the Ayushman Arogya 
Mandir Sub Centre at 
Chhajla in Sub Division 
Mendhar.

During the visit, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
took a detailed round of 
the healthcare facility and 
reviewed the availability 
of essential services, man-
power equipment and 
medicines. He interacted 
with the staff to under-

stand the challenges being 
faced and the steps being 
taken to provide timely 
medical care to the public.

The DC emphasized the 
importance of maintain-
ing adequate stocks of 
essential medicines and 
ensuring the functional-
ity of all critical equip-
ment. He further directed 
the concerned officials to 

provide round-the-clock 
healthcare services and 
to uphold high standards 
of cleanliness and hygiene 
throughout the hospital 
premises.

Deputy Commissioner 
reiterated the commit-
ment of the district admin-
istration towards strength-
ening healthcare delivery 
at the grassroots level.

ARTO Rajouri conducts road checking drive; 
15 E-Challans issued, 5 E-Auto impounded
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, JULY 8

Acting on the directions 
of the Transport Com-
missioner, J&K, Vishesh-
paul Mahajan and Deputy 
Commissioner Rajouri 
Abhishek Sharma, the 
ARTO Office Rajouri led 
by Assistant Regional 
Transport Officer, Rajesh 

Gupta carried out an 
extensive road checking 
drive in Rajouri town and 
surrounding areas today. 
The drive was primar-
ily focused on ensuring 
traffic regulations com-
pliance among e-Auto 
vehicles operating in the 
region.

During the enforce-
ment drive, a total of 105 

vehicles were thoroughly 
inspected. As a result of 
the inspection, 15 e-chal-
lans were issued for 
various violations under 
the Motor Vehicles Act 
and other relevant traf-
fic norms. Furthermore, 
5 e-Auto vehicles were 
impounded and brought 
to the ARTO office due to 
serious violations.

DC Srinagar visits UPHCs of 
Nishat & Harwan, inspects 
upgradation works
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, JULY 8

Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo, 
today conducted an on-site 
review of the infrastructur-
al works  at Urban Primary 
Health Centres (UPHCs) 
located in Nishat and 
Harwan areas of the district 
to take appraisal of the over-
all health infra available at 
these two centres.

The visit was also aimed 
to review the progress 
of ongoing infrastruc-
ture upgradation works 
to further strengthen and 
improve the patient care 
facilities ensuring that 
better medical facilities are 
provided to the local popu-
lation.

At Urban Primary Health 
Centre, Harwan, DC inspect-
ed diagnostic labs, and 
other sections of the Health 
Centre. He also inspected 

the newly installed Digital 
Computed Radiography 
machine recently installed 
under District Capex to pro-
vide Digital X-Ray facility to 
the patients.

Later, DC visited the 
Urban Primary Health 
Centre (UPHC) at Nishat 
and took stock of the func-
tioning of the facility. He 
also inspected the 2nd floor 
of the UPHC Nishat which 
is nearing completion to 
strengthen the healthcare 
services at the facility.

While interacting with 
the senior health function-
aries and staff of the Health 
Centre, DC laid emphasis 
on providing better medi-
cal facilities to the patients, 
besides treating them in a 
compassionate manner. He 
stressed the importance 
of accessible and qual-
ity healthcare services to 
urban, rural and tribal pop-
ulations of the area.
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