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Man killed as 
car crashes with 
truck on Jmu-Sgr 
National Highway
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

A man on Sunday died 
on the spot when his car 
crashed with a truck on 
Jammu-Srinagar National 
Highway near Chenani 
in Udhampur district of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Police said that a man 
died after car crashed 
with truck on Jammu-Sri-
nagar National Highway.

“The body was taken 
to the Government Medi-
cal College, Udhampur, 
for post-mortem,” said 
police.

The deceased was 
identified as Ashkoor, 27, 
son of Raj Ali, resident of 
Samroli, Udhampur.

Police said that a case 
has been registered, and 
investigation is under-
way.

Bodies of two 
people found 
in Kathua
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

Two people were found 
dead in a remote vil-
lage in Kathua district of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Sunday, a police officer 
said.

Bodies of Roshan Lal, 
45, and Shamsher, 37, 
were retrieved from the 
banks of a stream at vil-
lage Batheri, station 
house officer of Billawar 
police station Jitender 
Singh said.

He said preliminary 
information revealed 
that the deceased had 
been strangulated by 
unknown persons. The 
exact cause of the 

CM holds pre-budget consultation with 
public representatives of Jammu district

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 16

Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today empha-
sized that uplifting mar-
ginalized communities 
like Gujjar-Bakerwal is 
not an act of favour but 
a fundamental duty of 
his government.

The Chief Minister 
said that despite the 
limitations in ministe-
rial appointments after 
last year’s elections, he 
ensured representation 
for the Gujjar commu-
nity by appointing Javed 
Ahmed Rana as a minis-
ter in his cabinet.

M i n i s t e r  Jave d 
Ahmed Rana, who also 
addressed the event, was 
in attendance. Minister 
Satish Sharma, Advisor 
to the CM Nasir Aslam 
Wani, Patron Chief GDCT 
Abdul Hamid Choudhary 
and Chairman GDCT 
Arshid Ali Choudhary 
also spoke at the event.

“After the election, 
we had to think about 
the cabinet ministers. 
However, there was very 
little scope. I requested 
Mr. Javed Rana to join 
the cabinet. Not only 
would he serve Jammu 
and Kashmir, but he

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 16

Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha attended the 
6th Annual Day Celebra-
tion of Guidance & Career 
Counselling Cell for Youth 
Development (GCC), 
Gurha Slathia at Samba, 
today.

In his address, the Lieu-
tenant Governor lauded 
the efforts of volunteers 
and everyone associated 
with the Guidance and 
Career Counselling Cell 
for Youth Development 
in imparting skill devel-
opment and coaching to 
the youth to ensure their 
brighter future.

“This unique youth 
organisation is a role 
model for the nation. 
GCC has adopted a futur-
istic approach for the 
youth-centric initiatives 
to enhance the qual-
ity of their pursuits and 
enabling them to pursue 
their dreams. The focused 
effort to study, under-
stand, develop and con-
serve cultural and intel-
lectual heritage is truly 
inspiring,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

He said the way GCC 
has designed its entire 
programs clearly reflects 
the youth's desire to adopt 

a futuristic approach.
“I want youth of J&K to 

be daring, adventurous 
and strong. I want our 
youth to be unshakably 
strong in their morals and 
ideals. I firmly believe that 
our youth must show the 
way to the world by car-
rying age-old traditional 
values in one hand and 
modern scientific tools in 
the other,” the Lieutenant 
Governor said.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor observed that the 
speedy and inclusive 
development of society 

largely depends on pro-
ductivity of its youth.

To realize the prog-
ress that we have envis-
aged for J&K, we need 
to secure the health and 
well-being of our youth at 
local level. GCC is work-
ing with administration to 
achieve this goal through 
infrastructure and coach-
ing, he said.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor also spoke on the 
steps taken by the govern-
ment under the guidance 
of Hon’ble Prime 

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

A brief exchange of fire 
took place along the Line 
of Control (LoC) in the 
Poonch district of Jammu 
and Kashmir on Sunday, 
security officials said.

They said an Indian 
Army post came under 
fire from a forested area 
across the LoC around 
11.30 am in Gulpur sector.

They said soldiers retal-
iated and the exchange of 
fire lasted for a very brief 
period.

There was no damage 
on the Indian side, the 
officials said.

They said it was not 
immediately clear wheth-
er the Pakistan army was 

behind the firing, or it was 
terrorists hiding in the 
forests and waiting for an 
opportunity to sneak in.

There were a few cross-
border incidents last 
week, including an IED 
explosion that killed two 
army personnel includ-
ing a captain. Two other 
soldiers were injured in 
cross-border firing in vio-
lation of ceasefire. Indian 
troops retaliated befit-
tingly, inflicting “heavy 
casualties” on the Paki-
stani side.

The ceasefire violation 
along the borders in J&K 
have become few and far 
between since India and 
Pakistan renewed the 
ceasefire agreement on 
February 25, 2021.

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 16

Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha today attend-
ed Shri Raghunath Ji Ki 
Jammu Aarti, at Shri Rag-
hunath Ji Mandir Chowk, 
Jammu.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor commended the 
efforts of Shree Raghunath 
Ji Corridor Vikas Council 
for bringing this sacred 
and divine ceremony to 
Jammu, which has been 
going on at Ganga Ghats 
of Varanasi and Haridwar.

Shri Raghunath Ji Ki 
Jammu Aarti will be a 
major attraction for tour-
ists, seekers and definitely 
bolster the local economy, 

he said.
The Lieutenant Gover-

nor said, “Jammu is not 
only a city of temples, but 
it is also the axis of our 
eternal culture. Jammu is 
a symbol of our faith in 
Sanatan Sanskriti. Jammu 

is a pilgrimage for seekers. 
It is the divinity and self-
confidence of India. It is 
the centre of our heritage 
and the soul of our tradi-
tional values. The sanctity 
of Jammu is attached 

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

Jammu and Kashmir Lt 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
and Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah on Sunday 
condoled the death of 18 
people in a stampede at 
New Delhi Railway sta-
tion.

The stampede on Sat-
urday night was preceded 
by a swell in crowd of pas-
sengers waiting to board 
trains for Prayagraj — 
where the Maha Kumbh is 
underway — on platform 
number 14 and 15 of the 
station.

“Deeply saddened by 

the loss of lives in the 
stampede at New Delhi 
Railway Station. My 
thoughts are with the 
bereaved families. Praying 
for the early recovery of 
the injured,” the Lt Gov-
ernor said in a post shared 
by his office on X.

In a separate post by 
the office of chief minis-
ter, Abdullah said “I am 
deeply saddened

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, FEB 16

Peoples Democratic Party 
president Mehbooba Mufti 
on Sunday asked Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
to refrain from endorsing 
the Centre’s abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A in the 
formulation of business 
rules for the  Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly.

The former chief min-
ister warned that such a 
move would legitimise 
the “illegal and unconsti-
tutional” actions taken by 
the BJP-led central govern-
ment to abrogate Articles 
370 and 35A.

In a strongly worded 

statement, the PDP presi-
dent said despite the 
Supreme Court’s ruling in 
favour of the Centre’s deci-
sion, several legal experts 
believe that Article 370 
cannot be abrogated by 
any authority, including 
Parliament.

“While the BJP may 
not restore these rights, 

it is likely that India, as 
a nation, will have to do 
so sooner or later. Any 
endorsement by the 
J&K government would 
weaken this claim and 
diminish the state’s posi-
tion. We have to keep the 
argument and narrative 
alive,” she said.

Mufti also reminded 
the BJP-led Union govern-
ment of the understanding 
it showed during the peak 
of unrest in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“Thousands of FIRs 
of stone pelters were 
quashed and Ramazan 
ceasefire was declared. A 
high-powered 

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The inauguration of Vande 
Bharat train service to 
Kashmir Valley has been 
postponed, officials said 
on Sunday.

Earlier reports, which 
the officials said were 
unconfirmed, had said 
that the Vande Bharat 
train service between 
Udhampur, Srinagar and 
Baramulla would be inau-
gurated on February 17 by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

The authorities have 
not given any official date 
for the inauguration of 
the train service while 
announcing the postpone-
ment.

The ambitious Udham-
pur-Srinagar-Baramulla 
Rail Link (USBRL) is the 
most challenging railway 
project ever built by the 
Indian railways.

It is also one of the 
world’s most challenging 
railway projects techno-
logically. It is a gigantic 

infrastructure project built 
by the Indian railways.

The project includes the 
country’s first cable-stayed 
Anji Khad Bridge with a 
331-metre-high pylon.

The world’s tallest rail-
way bridge, taller than the 
Eiffel Tower of Paris, the 
Chenab Railway Bridge 

is 359 metres above the 
river bed. There are over 
a dozen tunnels on the 
railway route between 
Udhampur and Srinagar.

Specially designed for 
extreme weather condi-
tions, the Vande Bharat 
train can operate at minus 
20 degrees Celsius tem-
perature.

The train has state-of-
the-art facilities includ-
ing fully air-conditioned 
coaches equipped with 
electric outlets, reading 
lights, CCTV cameras, 
automatic doors, bio-vac-
uum toilets, Sensor-based 
water taps and a Passenger 
information system.

The coaches have wider 
windows with roller 

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 16

Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah today chaired 
pre-budget consultations 
with public representa-
tives from Jammu district 
at a meeting held at the 
Civil Secretariat.

The session was attend-
ed by Minister Satish 
Sharma, Chairman 
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Natrang Stages Hilarious 
Hindi Play ‘Tauba-Tauba’
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

Natrang presented Hindi 
play ‘Tauba-Tauba’  here 
today under Natrang’s 
weekly theatre series 
‘Sunday Theatre’  . The 
play has been written by 
Rajinder Kumar Sharma 
and directed by Neeraj 
Kant. Coated with humor, 
the play presented some 
debatable issues which 
are faced by many theatre 
groups because of lack of 
commitment of a few art-
ists which spoil the whole 
performance. But still it 
was more inclined towards 
comedy than being didac-
tic.

The play opens at the 
home of one ‘Anokhe Lal’ 
who has converted it as 
rehearsal space as he is the 
director of the play which 
is scheduled to be staged 
within a few days. The 
drama erupts as the play 
proceeds as it appears that 
no one is serious in doing 
rehearsal other than the 
director. The artists who 
used to plead for a single 
entry in the play have 
turned pricy now and come 
up with different excuses to 
skip rehearsals. At the top 
of it, the newly appointed 

servant adds to the confu-
sion as he comes up with a 
new problem every time he 
enters the room. ‘Anokhe 
Lal’ was very much wor-
ried about the perfor-
mance of the play as noth-
ing was going right, actors 
were forgetting the lines, 
people were coming late 
in the rehearsal and on the 
top of it, the tickets of the 
show have already been 
sold. The ultimate crisis 
occur when the director 
comes to know that the 
actor who was doing the 
role of father of hero is not 
doing the play as he has to 
go out of station for some 
personal work. Shattered 
by this untoward news, 
he decides to prepare 
his newly appointed ser-

vant to do the character 
of father in the play, who 
reluctantly agrees but real 
trouble erupts when the 
real father of ‘Anokhe Lal’ 
arrives to whom the ser-
vant introduced himself as 
the father of ‘Anokhe Lal’ 
on which both the servant 
and Anokhe Lal received a 
thorough beating from the 
real father.

Natrang actors who per-
formed in the play included 
Kananpreet Kaur, Aadesh 
Dhar, Adaksh Bagal, Kushal 
Bhat, Vishal Sharma and 
Sanket. The lights of the 
play were executed by 
Mohd. Yaseen whereas 
the sound of the play was 
scored by Kartik Kumar. 
The presentations were 
done by Aryan Sharma.

Hima Kaul Kalanidhi performed 
street play in Vishwa Jan Rang
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The artists of actress Bhasha 
Sumbli’s theatre troupe 
Hima Kaul Kalanidhi gave an 
impressive presentation of 
a street play at Lohan Park 
in Palaura.This street play, 
based on Pancham Veda i.e. 
Natyashastra, was a part of 
the Vishwa-Jan-Rang program 
of the ongoing international 
theater festival ‘Bharat Rang 
Mahotsav’ at the National 
School of Drama, New Delhi.

This street play highlight-
ing the importance of theater 
was appreciated with great 
enthusiasm by the people 

present in Lohan Park in 
large numbers. In the pre-
sentation, Bharatmuni, the 
author of Natyashastra, is 
shown imparting knowledge 
on the elements and Vedic 
roots of Natyashastra to his 

disciples.
The artists who participat-

ed in this presentation were: 
Soham Kashyap, Harshita 
Khajuria, Shriya Devi, Sahil 
Bajaj, Shivan Gupta and 
Ashish Sharma.

PSAJK District President Srinagar 
Bilal Ahmad Commends Education 
Minister Sakeena Itoo’s Intervention
Srinagar, 16 Feb, 2025: 
The Private Schools Asso-
ciation of Jammu and 
Kashmir (PSAJK), Dis-
trict Srinagar, President 
Bilal Ahmad, extends its 
heartfelt appreciation to 
the Hon’ble Health And 
Education Minister, Mrs. 
Sakeena Itoo Ji, for her 
decisive and timely inter-
vention in ensuring justice 
for the Class 10th students 
of a local private school. 
This proactive decision 
showcases the govern-
ment’s dedication to stu-
dent welfare and its com-
mitment to maintaining 
the integrity of the educa-
tion sector in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The PSAJK District 
executive Body, along with 
Zonal Heads, and general 
members acknowledges 
and welcomes this bold 
move, which has brought 
much-needed relief to stu-
dents and parents. The 
intervention has not only 
protected the academic 
rights of the affected stu-
dents but has also rein-
forced trust in the gov-
ernment's student-centric 
approach to governance.

PSAJK District Srinagar 
President Bilal Ahmad, 
stated“We hope that all 
our pending issues, which 
we have faced from time 
to time, will be resolved at 
the earliest. Our demands 
and expectations from 
this government, led by 
Hon’ble Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah, are very 
high. We trust that his 

administration will con-
tinue to address the chal-
lenges faced by private 
educational institutions 
and work towards policy 
reforms that ensure 
smooth and efficient oper-
ations.”

PSAJK expresses its sin-
cere gratitude to the J&K 
Government for prioritiz-
ing educational reforms 
and demonstrating a com-
mitment to fair policies for 
private schools. We also 
appreciate the interven-
tion of the Srinagar Court, 
which has played a crucial 
role in ensuring justice in 
this matter.

Furthermore, the Asso-
ciation congratulates 
PSAJK State President 
Dr. G.N Var Sahib for his 
swift and effective role in 
resolving the issue in a 
short period. His efforts 
exemplify the dedication 
of PSAJK towards safe-
guarding the interests of 
students and ensuring 
quality education in the 
region.

"While we acknowledge 
the government’s progres-
sive stance, we urge the 
administration to address 
other pressing concerns 
in the private education 

sector, including stream-
lining the school regis-
tration and recognition 
process to prevent fur-
ther delays; establishing 
a single-window system 
for obtaining necessary 
No Objection Certificates 
(NOCs); and providing 
long-term registration for 
operational schools to 
ensure stability, among 
other critical issues."

Private schools in 
Jammu and Kashmir play 
a vital role in providing 
affordable, high-quality 
education, especially to 
economically weaker 
sections of society. Addi-
tionally, they generate 
employment opportuni-
ties for thousands of youth 
across the region. Ensur-
ing a fair and conducive 
environment for private 
educational institutions 
will not only benefit stu-
dents but also contribute 
to the overall socio-eco-
nomic growth of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

PSAJK District Srinagar 
remains dedicated to 
upholding the rights of stu-
dents, parents and private 
educational institutions 
while actively collaborat-
ing with the government 
to drive impactful reforms 
in the education sector. 
We are committed to 
ongoing dialogue with the 
administration to address 
outstanding concerns and 
contribute to the develop-
ment of a stronger, more 
equitable, and forward-
looking education system.

Central University of Jammu Flags 
Off Tamil-Origin Students for 
Kashi Tamil Sangamam (KTS-3.0)
Jammu, 16 Feb 2025: 
The Central University of 
Jammu proudly flagged 
off a group of Tamil-ori-
gin students from vari-
ous departments to par-
ticipate in the prestigious 
“Kashi Tamil Sangamam” 
(KTS-3.0), a flagship cul-
tural initiative of the Min-
istry of Education, Gov-
ernment of India, under 
the “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha 
Bharat” program.

The flag-off ceremony 
was led by Prof. Sanjeev 
Jain, Hon’ble Vice Chan-
cellor, in the presence of 
Prof. Ritu Bakshi, Dean 
Students’ Welfare and 
University Coordinator 
for the event, Dr. R. Sud-
hakar, Associate Professor, 
Department of National 
Security Studies. This ini-
tiative is part of a broader 
effort to foster national 
integration and cross-
regional awareness.

The Kashi Tamil Sanga-
mam celebrates the age-
old cultural and spiritual 
bond between Kashi (Vara-
nasi) and Tamil Nadu, 
promoting their shared 

heritage in literature, 
music, and pilgrimage. 
Participants will embark 
on a transformative jour-
ney that includes a sacred 
bath at Prayagraj—the 
confluence of the Ganga, 
Yamuna, and Saraswati 
rivers—and visits to key 
cultural and religious sites 
such as Ayodhya.

Through rituals, lec-
tures, and discussions, 
students will gain valuable 
insights into the historical, 
religious, and linguistic 
linkages between Tamil 
and Kashi cultures. The 
event provides a unique 
opportunity for intercul-
tural engagement, allow-
ing participants to interact 
with scholars, artists, and 
peers, fostering a deeper 

understanding and appre-
ciation of India’s rich and 
diverse heritage.

As part of the prepa-
ratory academic engage-
ments, the Office of the 
Dean, Students’ Welfare 
(DSW) had organized a 
seminar on “Sage Agastya: 
The Mantra Drashta 
(Revisiting the Contribu-
tion of Sage Agastya)”, 
aligning with the central 
theme of the Kashi Tamil 
Sangamam. The seminar 
explored the spiritual and 
cultural legacy of Sage 
Agastya, highlighting his 
contributions to Vedic 
literature and his signifi-
cance in both northern 
and southern Indian tra-
ditions.

Pir Panjal Winter festival Volleyball 
tournament kicks off in Poonch

JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCG: 16 FEB 2025

The Under-21 Girls & 
Under-25 Boys Volleyball 
Tournament, a flagship 
event of the Pir Panjal 
Winter Festival, officially 
commenced on 15 Feb 
2025 with a grand opening 
ceremony. The festival, 
which is being celebrated 
from February 9 to March 
31, 2025, aims to promote 
youth participation in 
sports, cultural preserva-
tion, and social reforma-

tion.
The volleyball tourna-

ment has brought together 
teams from across Poonch 
district, showcasing their 
dedication and com-
petitive spirit. The event 
serves as a platform to 
nurture young talent and 
provide aspiring athletes 
with the exposure they 
need to excel.

"The Pir Panjal Winter 
Festival is a shining exam-
ple of the enduring part-
nership between the Army 
and the populace. We 

firmly believe that sports 
can bridge gaps, foster 
understanding, and pro-
mote harmony."

The festival will feature 
a diverse range of events, 
including sports tourna-
ments, cultural perfor-
mances, and exhibitions. 
The initiative aims to pro-
mote a bright and drug-
free future, highlighting 
the importance of youth 
participation in sports 
and the role of such tour-
naments in shaping future 
champions.

Police organizes drug 
awareness rallies in Kupwara
JI NEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, FEB 16

In a steadfast commitment 
to combat drug abuse and 
promote a drug-free soci-
ety, police in Kupwara 
organized comprehensive 
drug awareness rallies 
in Sogam and Kralpora. 
These initiatives aimed to 
educate the public about 
the perils of drug addiction 
and galvanize community 
efforts against this growing 
menace.

The Police Station Sogam 
took a rally commencing 
from Government Degree 
College (GDC) Sogam to 
the Main Market Sogam. 
The event saw active 
participation from local 
residents, Zonal Educa-
tion Officer (ZEO) Sogam, 

and a large contingent of 
students. DySP PC Lolab 
Raeis Ahmad-JKPS, along-
side SHO PS Sogam lead the 
rally. Participants marched 
through the main thor-
oughfares, vocally oppos-
ing drug abuse and display-
ing informative placards to 
raise awareness.

Similarly, Police Sta-
tion Kralpora conducted 
an awareness rally target-
ing drug abuse within the 
community. The march 

led by DySP DAR Kupwara 
Syed Mujahid-ul-Haq-JKPS 
and SHO PS Kralpora, 
commenced from Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School Kralpora and pro-
ceeded through the main 
market area. The rally was 
attended by BDO Kralpora, 
the school principal, other 
officials, students, and the 
general public. Participants 
chanted slogans and dis-
played banners advocating 
for a drug-free lifestyle.

Police arrests 5 gamblers in 
Budgam, stake money seized

Police arrests drug peddler 
in Kupwara, contraband 
substance recovered

JI NEWS SERVICE
BUDGAM, FEB 16

Police in Budgam have 
arrested five gamblers and 
seized stake money from 
their possession.

Police Post Narbal 
received specific infor-
mation through reli-
able sources that some 
unknown persons are 
busy in gambling activities 
near village Jawaharpora 
Narbal in an open agricul-
ture land. On receipt of 
this information, a police 
party headed by incharge 
Police Post Narbal raided 
the specific place and 
arrested five persons 
involved in gambling 
activities. They have been 
identified as Nisar Ahmad 
Dar son of Abdul Rehman 
Dar resident of Chanabal 
Mirgund Baramulla, Gh 
Mohd Bhat son of Abdul 
Aziz Bhat resident of Ghat 

Sozeith Goripora, Shahn-
awaz Ahmad Sheikh son of 
Bashir Ahmad Sheikh resi-
dent of Matipora Pattan, 
Gh Rasool Parray son of 
Abdul Raheem Parray resi-
dent of Sumbal Sonawari 
and Gh Mohiddin Rather 
son of Abdul Rahim 
Rather resident of Alam-
bal Mirgund. Officers have 
seized stake money of Rs 
33,500/- and playing cards 
from their possession.

Accordingly, a case vide 
FIR No 21/2025 under rele-
vant sections of law stands 
registered at Police Station 
Magam and further inves-
tigation has been initiated.

Persons found indulg-
ing in criminal activi-
ties shall be strictly dealt 
as per law. Community 
members are requested to 
share information regard-
ing the crimes in their 
neighbourhood with the 
local police units.

JI NEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, FEB 16

Continuing its efforts to 
eradicate the menace of 
drugs from the society, 
police have arrested drug 
peddler in Kupwara and 
recovered contraband sub-
stance from his possession.

A police party led by 
SHP Police Station Kral-
pora, intercepted a sus-
pected person during 
naka checking at Reddi 
Chowkibal. During search, 
approximately 40 grams of 
charas-like substance was 
recovered from his posses-
sion. He has been identi-

fied as Abdul Rasheed Mir 
son of Sonaullah Mir resi-
dent of Zonareshi. He has 
been arrested and shifted 
to police station where he 
remains in custody.

Accordingly, a case vide 
FIR No. 07/2025 under rel-
evant sections of law has 
been registered at Police 
Station Kralpora and fur-
ther investigation has been 
initiated.

Police remains com-
mitted to eradicating the 
drug menace and urges the 
public to support police by 
reporting any information 
related to drug peddling or 
other unlawful activities.

Indian Army Conducted a Lecture 
On Government Welfare Schemes 
For Locals in Bihota, Doda

JI NEWS SERVICE
DODA: 16 FEB 2025

As part of an ongoing 
effort to educate the local 
population about vari-
ous government welfare 
initiatives, a lecture on 
"Government Welfare 
Schemes" was organized 
in Bihota on February 
15, 2025. During the ses-
sion, Officer of Indian 
Army elaborated on key 
government schemes, 
including Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY), financial assis-
tance for skill training, 
Vidya Kaushal, and skill 
development programs 
for minorities. He provid-
ed in-depth insights into 
these schemes, aiming 
to empower youth with 
knowledge and encour-
age them to pursue pro-

ductive and progressive 
careers.

The initiative was well-
received by the attend-
ees, with a total of 47 
youth and locals partici-
pating. Expressing their 
appreciation, partici-
pants remarked that such 
informative sessions play 
a crucial role in guiding 
the younger generation 
towards making informed 
decisions and becoming 
responsible citizens. The 
event successfully contrib-
uted to raising awareness 
and fostering a sense of 
empowerment among the 
local youth.

02
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 17, 2025 MONDAY
JINDRAH IMAGES NEWS



Rijiju's statement is  Centre's 
refusal to honor statehood  
commitments:  Karra 

CEPC Showcases Indian Handmade 
Carpets at Bharat Tex 2025

Indian Army conducted a Lecture on career 
counselling for students at Manjakot, Rajouri

JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, FEB 16

Taking cue from the state-
ment of Union Minister 
Mr Kiran Rijiju's  here yes-
terday , refusing to give 
any timeline for  restora-
tion of statehood, JKPCC 
Chief Tariq Hameed Karra  
today hit out at the  Modi  
government  at the centre 
for its clear message that 
it is not ready to consid-
er grant of statehood to 
Jammu & Kashmir in near 
future.

Lashing out at the BJP 
led centre government 
for its betrayal over its 
repeated commitments 
with regard to early res-
toration of statehood to 
Jammu & Kashmir, he 
said that center commit-
ted on the floor of the 
parliament, before the 
hon'ble Supreme Court 
and in numerous public 
rallies by Prime Minis-
ter & Home Minister ,Mr 
Karra said that Rijiju's 
statement yesterday is a 
clear indication of cen-
tre's intentions not to 
honour it's commitments 
to grant early statehood 
to J&K.

JKPCC Chief who is on 
a campaign of Jammu 
Province , on the par-
ty's mission " Hamari 
Riyasat,Hamara Haq" 
for early restoration of 
statehood, called upon 
the people to be ready to 
fight for getting back their 
dentity,dignity,status and 
rights as a state,while 
addressing a largely 
attended workers con-

vention at Doongi in 
district Rajouri today 
alongwith a team of 
senior congress lead-
ers including Working 
President Raman Bhalla, 
MLA Rajouri Iftikhar 
Ahmed,District Presi-
dent & former Minister 
Shabir Ahmed Khan,DDC 
Rajouri Sain Abdul 
Rashid, Iqbal Shawl, 
Ashok Sharma,Ricky 
Dalotra & several others.

Shri Karra said that 
during  UPA govt a medi-
cal college,besides hlf a 
dozen degree colleges 
,ITIs and other health & 
education institutions 
besides sports stadiums 
were opened apart from 
various other infrastruc-
ture & development 
works in the district but  
BJP leaders make false 
claims whereas BJP gov-
ernment neglected the 
border belt of Rajouri - 
Poonch during ten years 
of its rule in the field of 
connectivity,health and 
education infrastructure.

The Railway project 
initiated by Shri Rahul 
Gandhi after his visit 
to Rajouri in 2012& it's 
survey conducted pro-
posing project cost of 

13608 crore has been 
abandoned.He said that 
several hundred schools 
were closed and merged. 

He highlighted the large 
scale unemployment due 
to anti youth policies of 
previous administra-
tion as the daily wagers 
, a d h o c , t e m p o r a r y 
employees of all depart-
ments are still suffer-
ing for years, RET was 
stopped,teachers recruit-
ment stopped, army 
recruitment was changed 
to Agniveer Scheme and 
likewise,as a result unem-
ployment is highest.

Karra sahib appreciated 
the efforts of local MLA 
Iftikhar Ahmedto serve 
people and assured people 
to raise their genuine 
demand of a tehsil in the 
area as projected by MLA.

Working President 
Raman Bhalla in his hard 
hitting speach lashed out 
at the BJP for keeping 
powers of the elected per-
sons and govt with Lt Gov-
ernor despite elections 
and not restoring the 
state.They made repeated 
commitments for state-
hood  but betrayed the 
faith of the people to keep 
people powerless.

He said BJP govern-
ment has pushed youth to 
frustration and drugs due 
ti largr scale unemploy-
ment.There is unprec-
edented price rise and 
huge taxations.people are 
suffering a lot.

He also referred to the 
betrayal with refugees of 
POJK  whose one time set-
tlement package was rec-
ommended by Congress 
in 2014 but BJP govern-
ment gave only meagre 
amount to them.

MLA Iftikhar Ahmed 
raised the issues of the 
area regarding tehsil 
status and other issues of 
water and power,ration 
besides large scale unem-
ployment etc. He sought 
the attention of the gov-
ernment in this regard.

DCC President Shabir 
Ahmed Khan highlighted 
the neglect of Rajouri 
Poonch region by the BJP 
government especially 
neglecting the Railway 
project besides road and 
electricity projects.

People raised slogans to 
restore statehood besides 
supporting Congress 
abhiyan of " Jai Bapu,Hai 
Bhim and Jai Samvidhan" 
.Several prominent lead-
ers attended & spoke 
including Shakeel Mir, 
Sajad Tariq, Vijay Sharma 
Seva Dal  Bittu Shah, Amit 
Sayal, Sushil Sharma, 
Suraj Langeh,  Balkris-
han.Rajinder Singh,Vipin 
Kumar,Deeraj Sharma,Sat 
Pal Sharma,Ravinder 
Chouhan & several 
DCC,BCC leaders & other 
prominent leaders.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16

The Carpet Export Pro-
motion Council (CEPC) 
proudly participated in 
Bharat Tex 2025, a global 
textile mega event held 
from 14-17 February 2025 
at Bharat Mandapam, New 
Delhi. With more than 70 
member exporters, CEPC 
exhibited a diverse range 
of carpets and floor cover-
ings in Hall 1A, highlighting 
the exquisite craftsman-
ship of Indian artisans. 
Apart from CEPC’s par-
ticipation, several carpet 
exporters also showcased 
their products indepen-
dently in the same hall, 
reinforcing India’s leader-
ship in the global hand-
made carpet industry.

The event commenced 
with the ceremonial light-
ing of the lamp by Hon’ble 
Minister of Textiles, Shri 
Giriraj Singh, and Hon’ble 
Minister of State for Tex-
tiles, Shri Pabitra Margher-
ita, in the esteemed pres-
ence of senior officials, 

including Ms. Neelima 
Shah, Secretary (Textiles), 
Ministry of Textiles; Shri 
Rohit Kansal, Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Tex-
tiles; Ms. Shubhra, Trade 
Advisor, Ministry of Tex-
tiles; Ms. Amrit Raj, Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(Handicrafts), Ministry of 
Textiles; and Chairmen 
and Executive Directors 
of various Textiles Export 
Promotion Councils.

CEPC set up an exclu-
sive Theme Pavilion in col-
laboration with the Indian 
Institute of Carpet Tech-

nology (IICT), Bhadohi, 
showcasing a live weaving 
demonstration. This initia-
tive attracted significant 
attention, allowing visitors 
to witness firsthand the 
intricate artistry and skill 
of Indian carpet weavers.

On the second day of 
the event, Hon’ble Minis-
ter of Textiles, Shri Giriraj 
Singh, visited the Carpet 
and Floor Covering Hall, 
engaging with exhibitors 
and appreciating their 
efforts. The Minister was 
particularly pleased with 
the exhibitors’ enthusi-

asm and the impressive 
display of handmade car-
pets featuring a wide range 
of innovative designs and 
new collections. Exhibi-
tors expressed their satis-
faction with the platform 
provided by Bharat Tex 
2025, which facilitated 
strong networking oppor-
tunities and business 
prospects with interna-
tional buyers. The event 
successfully reinforced 
India’s position as a global 
hub for handmade carpets 
and floor coverings.
A moment of pride for the 
entire industry, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of India, 
Shri Narendra Modi, for-
mally inaugurated the 
event on 16th February 
2025, further emphasiz-
ing the Government’s 
commitment to promoting 
India’s textile and handi-
craft sectors on the global 
stage. CEPC remains com-
mitted to supporting its 
members and promoting 
Indian handmade carpets 
worldwide through such 
prestigious platforms.

AGENCIES
RAJOURI: 16 FEB 2025

In its continued efforts to 
guide and inspire young 
minds, the Indian Army 
organized a Career Coun-
selling Session at Govt 
Senior Secondary School, 
Manjakot, for students 
aspiring to shape their 
future after Class 12th. The 
interactive session aimed 
to educate students about 
various career options 
available to them, includ-
ing opportunities in the 
Armed Forces, Civil Ser-
vices, Engineering, Medi-
cine, and other profes-
sional fields. During the 
session, students were 
provided with valuable 
insights into different 
career paths, eligibility 
criteria, required qualifi-
cations, and preparation 
strategies for competitive 
exams.

Special emphasis was 
placed on opportunities in 
the Indian Armed Forces, 
including recruitment 

through the NCC, National 
Defence Academy (NDA), 
Technical Entry Scheme 
(TES), and the Agniveer 
Scheme, among others. 
Additionally, guidance 
was provided on higher 
education options, skill 
development programs, 
and government initia-
tives to support students 

in their career aspirations.
The students actively 

participated in the dis-
cussion, asking ques-
tions and seeking advice 
on various career-related 
aspects. The session con-
cluded with motivational 
words, encouraging stu-
dents to work hard, stay 
determined, and make 

informed career choices. 
The lecture was attended 
by 105 students from all 
streams. All staff mem-
bers, the principal of the 
school, and the sarpanch 
of the village appreci-
ated the efforts made by 
the Indian Army to guide 
and motivate the youth in 
achieving their dreams.

Indian Army Conducts  Medical Patrol 
For Gujjar and Bakarwals at Bharneli, 
Chaklasalta Rajouri & Reasi
AGENCIES
REASI: 16 FEB 2025

The Indian Army success-
fully conducted a medical 
patrol for the Gujjar and 
Bakarwal communities in 
the remote areas of Bhar-
neli, Chaklasalta, Reasi, 
and Rajouri District. This 
initiative aimed at provid-
ing much-needed health-
care services to the under-
served population in the 
area, which is known for 
its rugged terrain and 
limited access to medi-
cal facilities. The medical 
team, comprising Army 
doctors, paramedics, and 
healthcare professionals, 
set up a temporary medi-
cal camp in the heart of 
Bharneli and Chaklasalta.

Local residents received 
free medical consultations, 
treatment, and medicines. 
The team also conducted 
health awareness sessions, 
emphasizing preventive 
care and hygiene. Speaking 
on the occasion, a senior 
officer of the Indian Army 

said, "This medical patrol is 
part of our ongoing efforts 
to ensure the welfare of the 
remote and marginalized 
communities in the region. 

The Gujjar and Bakarwal 
communities have long 
faced challenges in access-
ing quality healthcare, and 
we are committed to bridg-

ing this gap."
The medical patrol 

received an overwhelm-
ing response, with scores 
of people from surround-
ing villages arriving to 
seek medical help. The 
Army also provided basic 
medical supplies to assist 
the local community in 
managing their health 
needs until the next medi-
cal outreach. This event 
underscores the Indian 
Army's continuous efforts 
to support and serve the 
local population, not only 
in times of conflict but also 
in addressing their day-to-
day challenges. The medi-
cal patrol is a testament to 
the Army's dedication to 
the well-being and safety 
of every citizen, especially 
those in remote and hard-
to-reach locations. The 
Indian Army has pledged 
to continue these medi-
cal outreach programs, 
bringing essential health-
care services to the most 
underserved areas across 
the region.

Opposition to reservations by Kashmir 
centric politicians is unconstitutional, 
selfish & opportunistic: GLR
AGENCIES
JAMMU, FEB 16

Condemning the anti-SC, 
anti-ST and anti-reserva-
tion stand of Kashmir cen-
tric politicians and parties 
BJP spokesperson and 
former MLC Girdhari Lal 
Raina has reacted sharply 
to orchestrated misinfor-
mation campaign against 
reservation policy. These 
parties resort to peddling 
lies and half-truths to 
appease a sectarian con-
stituency, he added.

GL Raina outrightly 
rejected claims that 70 per-
cent of the population does 
not have access to these 
jobs as baseless, provoca-
tive and misleading. This 

is a political witch hunt as 
SCs and STs did not vote 
for these parties includ-
ing National Conference 
in recent elections, Raina 
asserted.

Why are you mixing 
horizontal and vertical res-
ervations? Are you saying 
Persons with Disabilities or 
wards of Police and secu-

rity personnel must not be 
given the meagre reserva-
tion that constitution gives 
them or are you against 
reservation to people living 
on IB and LoC, he asked.

BJP spokesperson stated 
that there was no change 
in overall quota provided 
in Jammu Kashmir prior to 
2019. There has been just 
rationalization of reserva-
tion by shifting population 
to ST 2 category and reduc-
ing Backward Area quota 
from 20 percent to 10 per-
cent in view of this shift, 
Raina explained

Similarly, the OBC popu-
lation that gets reservation 
automatically gets reduced 
from the total population 
competing for open merit 

category. If there is any-
thing unjustified in res-
ervation policy of Jammu 
Kashmir it is continued 
backwardness of certain 
areas because of the mis-
rule of these parties for 
around seven decades.

How do you justify back-
wardness of areas in same 
breath in which you claim 
Jammu Kashmir was better 
off prior to the 2019 histor-
ic decision, he asked?

GL Raina assured these 
disadvantaged sections 
of population about BJP’s 
principled stand on res-
ervations. No one will be 
allowed to tamper with the 
constitutional right of SCs 
and STs or Disabled sec-
tions of population.

MP Gulam Ali highlights Modi 
government’s inclusive approach in J&K
AGENCIES
JAMMU, FEB 16

Senior BJP leader and 
Rajya Sabha MP Er. Gulam 
Ali Khatana today said that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has ensured repre-
sentation for all sections of 
society in Jammu & Kash-
mir, including Kashmiri 
Pandits and refugees, by 
providing them a voice in 
the assembly.

Speaking as the chief 
guest at the Herath Milan-
2025 event organized by 
the Youth All India Kashmi-
ri Samaj in Jammu, Khata-
na emphasized that Dogras 

of Jammu and Kashmiri 
Muslims hold deep respect 
for Kashmiri Pandits. He 
noted that despite their 
painful displacement in 
the 1990s, Kashmiri Pan-
dits continue to share 
strong ties with Kashmiri 
Muslims. He also praised 
the people of Jammu 
for extending immense 

respect and love to the 
displaced community.

"Our government, led by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah, has fulfilled the 
promise of Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas by reserving 
seats in the assembly for 
Kashmiri Pandits," Khata-
na said. He added that the 

Modi government is active-
ly working toward the dig-
nified return of Kashmiri 
Pandits to the Valley.

"Under Modi's leader-
ship, shutdowns, protests, 
and terrorism in Kashmir 
have become history," he 
stated, adding that terror-
ism is in its final stages and 
that the remaining terror-
ists will soon be wiped out 
from the land of Sufism.

The event was attend-
ed by Cabinet Minister 
Satish Sharma, Advisor to 
the Chief Minister Nasir 
Sogami, Secretary Relief 
Dr. Syed Sehrish Asgar and 
other dignitaries.
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Uplifting marginalized...
 will also be responsible for representing the commu-

nity, being your voice, and addressing all your issues,” 
the Chief Minister stated at a felicitation ceremony held 
by Gurjar Desh Charitable Trust in his honor following 
his election as Chief Minister of J&K. Omar Abdullah 
further stated that by inducting Javed Rana into the 
cabinet, he aimed to ensure that the Gujjar commu-
nity’s concerns were heard and addressed within the 
government.

 On the demand for a Tribal University, the Chief 
Minister expressed confidence that with the dedication 
of the trust and its people, this vision would become a 
reality soon.

“You should prepare a project. You should prepare a 
plan. I will sit with your trust when your plan is ready 
we will definitely do our part,” he assured.

Reflecting on his previous visit to Gurjar Desh Chari-
table Trust (GDCT) as Chief Minister, he acknowledged 
the changes over time—some positive, some challeng-
ing.

“After a long time, I have again had the opportunity to 
attend a function of Gurjar Desh Charitable Trust. If my 
recollection is correct, perhaps when I came here for 
the last time, I was a Chief Minister. A lot has changed 
since then” he said.

Paying tribute to Dr. Masood A. Choudhary, the 
visionary founder of GDCT, the Chief Minister praised 
his legacy and contributions.

“But unfortunately, the person who planted this 
seed, whose dream was Gurjar Desh Charitable Trust, 
who laid its foundation, is no longer with us. If I begin 
my speech without remembering Dr. Masood A. Choud-
hary, it would be an injustice,” he remarked.

The Chief Minister also expressed his emotional con-
nection to the trust, recalling the close relationship his 
grandmother, Madr-e-Meharban, had with it.

“I want this trust to grow stronger. My grandmother 
had a deep bond with it. Though she is no longer with 
us, her name is etched here. You have honored her 
memory by dedicating a library in her name. I consider 
it my responsibility to ensure that wherever possible, 
the government supports this trust in fulfilling its mis-
sion,” he said.

Assuring continued government support, Omar 
Abdullah pledged: “I assure you that on my behalf, on 
behalf of all ministers, advisor, and the government—
wherever you need assistance, you will always find us 
standing with you.”

Later, Chief Minister also visited the library block 
established by GDCT for research on the Gujjar-Bak-
kerwal community.

CM holds pre-budget...
District Development Council (DDC), Members of 

Legislative Assembly from District Jammu, Chief Secre-
tary Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary to the CM 
Dheeraj Gupta and Principal Secretary Finance Santosh 
D Vaidya; with some of the MLA’s attending the meeting 
virtually through video conference.

Addressing the participants, Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah emphasized the importance of engaging with 
elected representatives in the budget-making process to 
ensure that the aspirations and needs of the people are 
adequately reflected.

 “We could have drafted the budget in our offices, but 
we are consulting elected representatives so that the 
people’s needs and aspirations are taken into account,” 
the Chief Minister stated.

He acknowledged that public representatives are 
aware of the ground realities and they have interacted 
closely with the people during election campaigns.

 “During your electioneering, you traveled across 
your constituencies and met people. You understand 
their issues and demands because you are directly con-
nected to them. That is why I decided to hold these 
consultations with you,” he added.

He expressed confidence that these discussions 
would play a crucial role in shaping the budget and 
addressing key concerns of the people. During the con-
sultation, the Chairman of DDC Jammu and MLAs put 
forward various demands and concerns affecting their 
constituencies. They stressed the need for improving 
irrigation systems and ensuring access to clean drinking 
water in several areas.

Many representatives raised concern about the poor 
condition of roads, need for construction of bridges 
and the overall upgradation of infrastructure to facili-
tate better connectivity. The discussions also covered 
healthcare improvements, construction of new educa-
tional institutions among other things.

Additionally, representatives voiced concerns regard-
ing drainage and sewerage management, particularly 
in urban and semi-urban areas, calling for modernized 
drainage network to prevent waterlogging and sanita-
tion issues.

The alarming rise in drug abuse was another key 
issue, with requests for establishing de-addiction cen-
ters, awareness campaigns and stricter enforcement 
measures. Several members also called for the develop-
ment of sports infrastructure, including the construc-
tion of stadiums, playgrounds, and training centers to 
encourage youth participation in sports.

Tourism development was another key focus, with 
suggestions to promote local attractions, improve tour-
ist amenities, and create new tourism circuits to boost 
the local economy.

The public representatives thanked Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah for initiating the pre-budget consul-
tations, stating that it was for the first time that they 
were being actively involved in the budget formulation 
process.

They expressed appreciation for the government’s 
inclusive approach, which allowed them to voice their 
constituency needs directly. They also expressed opti-
mism that their concerns and demands would be taken 
into account while drafting the budget.

Earlier, Deputy Commissioner Jammu presented a 
detailed sector-wise proposal based on inputs from 
MLAs. The proposals covered various development 
sectors, including rural and urban development, public 
works, irrigation, healthcare, education, and social 
welfare.

Special attention was given to flood protection mea-
sures, groundwater conservation, and strengthening 
the Jal Shakti department to address water scarcity.

Society’s speedy and...
Minister, empowering the youth to lead the develop-

ment journey of Jammu Kashmir and the nation.
“Future-oriented and progressive policies in sectors 

like education, industries, skill development, sports, 
agriculture, infrastructure, innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, and transparent and merit-based recruitments 
have kindled brighter hope for our talented youth,” the 
Lieutenant Governor further added.

He also appreciated the endeavours of Guidance & 
Career Counselling Cell for Youth Development aimed 
at women empowerment and initiatives like mass cam-

paign against drug abuse, competitive exams prepara-
tions, leadership-personality development, interview 
preparations, and sports related activities.

The Lieutenant Governor also paid homage to the 
Army Bravehearts, Freedom Fighters and other great 
personalities of Gurha Slathia and recalled their con-
tribution to the nation.

Sh Surjit Singh Slathia, Member of Legislative Assem-
bly, Samba; Sh Rajesh Sharma, Deputy Commissioner, 
Samba; Sh Sudarshan Singh Slathia DDC Member; 
senior officials; members of Guidance and Counselling 
Cell for Youth Development (GCC) and youth in large 
number were present.

Padma Shri Mohan Singh Slathia; Lieutenant General 
(Retd.) Anoop Singh Jamwal and various prominent 
personalities from diverse fields were also present.

Sanctity of Jammu...
to the soul of every Indian. Therefore, I believe that 

the initiative of Shree Raghunath Ji Corridor Vikas Coun-
cil will bring a huge change in Jammu and usher joy and 
happiness in the lives of common citizen”.

The Lieutenant Governor reiterated that all-round 
development of Jammu and the progress of its business 
class, shopkeepers, workers, entrepreneurs and trans-
porters is the top priority of administration.

“The last 5 years have been the golden period of 
Jammu. Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
we are working with a long-term vision for the rejuvena-
tion of Jammu and prosperity of its people,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke on the key ini-
tiatives of the government including beautification of 
Mubarak Mandi to Raghunath Bazaar Heritage Trail, 
development of Spiritual Tourism Circuit, and aug-
mentation of facilities at tourist and religious places in 
the region.

He further called upon every section of the society to 
identify and isolate the divisive elements who are posing 
threat to peace and harmony.

In view of the heavy rush of the people at Raghunath 
Bazar, the Lieutenant Governor suggested for explor-
ing the possibility for organizing Shri Raghunath Ji ki 
Jammu Aarti at the banks of the Tawi river and make 
it a daily event. He further asked the Municipal Com-
missioner Jammu to reserve a spot in Tawi River front 
and Tawi Barrage Project for the people for regularly 
organizing Aarti programmes.

Sh Rajesh Gupta, Chairman Shri Raghunathji Corri-
dor Vikas Council; Sh Baldev Khullar, former President, 
Shri Raghunath Bazaar Businessmen Association; Sh 
Rajesh Diwan, President, Hari Market Association; Sh 
Jatinder Gupta, President Ranbir Market Association; Sh 
Pankaj Mahajan, President, Vivekanand Marg Traders 
Association; senior officials; heads of various religious 
and business associations, members of civil society 
groups, Acharyas and Archakas were present.

Stampede at New...
by the tragic stampede that occurred at New Delhi 

Railway Station today, resulting in the loss of at-least 18 
lives and leaving many others injured.

“My deepest condolences to the families who lost 
their loved ones. Praying for early recovery of the 
injured,” he said.

Omar should refrain...
delegation was sent to engage with the people of J&K, 

including separatists, who unfortunately declined the 

offer,” she said.
“At the time, separatists believed that stone-pelting, 

burning schools and hospitals, and attacking army 
camps and police stations would resolve the Kashmir 
issue. However, things only worsened,” she added.

The PDP president urged the BJP to come down from 
its “high horse” and acknowledge that the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir is not as normal as it appears.

“The façade of normalcy has been created by the 
force of agencies and the imposition of draconian laws 
such as the Public Safety Act and the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act.

“But this will not last forever. The government must 
reconsider its approach, reach out to the people, and 
build on the confidence-building measures initiated 
during my tenure,” she said.

Mufti also stressed the need to reopen key trade 
routes, such as Uri-Muzaffarabad and Poonch-Rawala-
kot, to boost the region’s economy.

“As Jammu is increasingly sidelined, the Jammu-
Sialkot route should also be revived to provide a market 
for Jammu’s products,” she said and urged the govern-
ment to take inspiration from her vision document and 
the Agenda of Alliance, which underlined dialogue and 
economic development.

The PDP president claimed that little had changed 
even after Jammu and Kashmir elected a government 
in October last year.

“What’s the difference between LG rule and the NC 
government? The same crackdowns, property attach-
ments, and persecution of the Jamaat-e-Islami continue. 
Employees are still being terminated, youth are arrested 
under UAPA, and the misuse of PSA remains unchecked. 
Kashmiri youth continue to languish in jails outside J&K 
with no relief,” she said.

“Unemployment has skyrocketed, plunging youth 
into despair. Bureaucratic hurdles have made everyday 
life miserable. The Reorganization Act is being solidi-
fied, further eroding J&K’s autonomy,” she added.

She also criticised the government’s misplaced priori-
ties, such as opposing the ban on alcohol while ignoring 
critical issues like the dilution of the resolution on Arti-
cle 370 and the hollow promise of statehood. (Agencies)

Inauguration of Vande...
blinds and overhead racks for luggage.
The windshield of the train’s driver has an advanced 

defrost system that allows clear vision in moist and 
high-humidity weather conditions.

The 150 km distance between Udhampur and Baram-
ulla would be covered within two and a half hours. The 
initial swapping of trains at Katra will be dispensed with 
by August 15 when the  Jammu railway station will be 
upgraded.

The commercial trial of the USBRL has already been 
completed and this 70-year-old dream of the people of 
Kashmir is now waiting just for its formal inauguration 
by Prime Minister Modi. (AGENCIES)

Bodies of two...
death will be known only after the postmortem, the 

officer said, adding police have started investigations 
after registering a murder case.

Official sources said a terror angle cannot be ruled 
out yet.

Last year, several parts of Kathua, including Billawar, 
witnessed terror activities including an attack on an 
army patrol that left five soldiers dead.

FROM THE PAGE 1...

Shri Ram School 
organised a flagship 
event- "All About India"
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The Shri Ram Universal 
School proudly hosted 
their flagship event, "All 
About India," a vibrant cel-
ebration of the country’s 
rich cultural diversity. The 
event transformed the 
school campus into a mag-
nificent representation 
of India's various states, 
offering an immersive 
experience for students, 
parents, and guests alike.

This annual event, a 
signature initiative across 
Shri Ram Schools nation-
wide, aims to empower 
students with knowledge 
about India's heritage, 
traditions, and regional 
diversity. Each corner of 
the school was meticu-
lously adorned with stu-
dent-created artwork, 
decorations, mascots and 
delicacies guided by dedi-
cated teachers, to show-
case the uniqueness of 
each state. The enthusias-
tic participation of parents 
further amplified the spirit 
of collaboration and com-
munity engagement.

The event was graced 
by the esteemed presence 
of DIG Jammu, Mr. Shiv 
Kumar, as the chief guest. 
He commended the stu-
dents and staff for their 
dedication and creativity 
in curating an educational 

and visually captivating 
experience. Other distin-
guished guests included 
Mr. Ajay Sharma, SP 
South Jammu; Ms. Ekshu 
Sharma, Assistant Direc-
tor Handicraft Samba; 
Mr. Kewal Krishan, CEO 
Samba; Ms. Shilpa Dubey, 
DDC Member Vijaypur; Dr. 
Dinesh Rao, HOD Forensic 
Medicine AIIMS; and Dr. 
Rajan Badyal, PRO Central 
University.

One of the key high-
lights of the event was 
the Skit of Maha  Kumbh, 
which beautifully depicted 
the historical and cultural 
significance of the Kumbh 
Mela. Additionally, mes-
merizing live stage per-
formances showcased 
traditional dance forms 
from different states, cap-
tivating the audience and 
celebrating the nation’s 
artistic legacy along with 
a thought provoking natak 

on drug free India spread-
ing awareness.

Parents and guests 
lauded the efforts of the 
students and faculty, 
expressing their appre-
ciation for the meticulous 
planning and hard work 
invested in the event. 
They acknowledged the 
school's commitment to 
fostering cultural aware-
ness and unity among 
students.

"All About India" not 
only celebrated India's 
vibrant heritage but also 
instilled a deep sense of 
national pride and belong-
ing among the school com-
munity. Shri Ram Schools 
continue to uphold their 
mission of holistic educa-
tion by blending knowl-
edge with experiential 
learning, making such 
events a memorable and 
enriching experience for 
all.

ABRSM district Unit Jammu meets 
CEO Jammu, presents Forum Calendar
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 15

The Akhil Bhartiya Rash-
triya Shaishik Mahasangh 
(ABRSM) District Unit 
Jammu held a significant 
meeting with the Chief 
Education Officer (CEO) 
Jammu, during which 
they presented a calendar 
of the forum as a token 
of respect and discussed 
various pressing issues 
concerning the teaching 
fraternity.

During the interaction, 
the representatives of 
ABRSM highlighted sev-
eral key concerns faced 
by teachers in the district, 
emphasizing the need 
for timely resolutions to 
enhance the educational 
ecosystem. The discussion 
also focused on the ongo-
ing process of the Annual 
Transfer Drive (ATD). The 
CEO Jammu provided an 
important update, inform-

ing the delegation that a 
tentative list of approxi-
mately 1,800 teachers is 
scheduled to be released 
in March, followed by the 
final ATD list thereafter.

The ABRSM delegation 
expressed their apprecia-
tion for the efforts of the 
education department in 
streamlining the trans-
fer process and ensuring 
transparency. They also 
reiterated their commit-
ment to working collabor-
atively with the adminis-
tration for the betterment 
of the teaching commu-
nity.

The meeting concluded 
on a positive note, with 
both parties reaffirm-
ing their dedication to 
addressing the concerns 
of educators and improv-
ing the overall education 
system in Jammu.

Delegation Members:
Pawan Sharma – District 

President, Jammu, Ved 
Parkash Sharma – District 
Secretary, Jammu, Rakesh 
Sharma – Senior State 
Executive Member, Naresh 
Manhas – Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Jammu, Ajay Kumar 
Sharma, Shakti Kumar, 
Kanchan Sharma, 

Labour Department conducts surprise 
inspection on Sunday Closure Day
JI NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, FEBRUARY 16

The Labour Department 
Kishtwar conducted a sur-
prise inspection to check 
compliance with official 
regulations  regarding  the  
Sunday closure day. The 
inspection was led by Assis-

tant Labour Commissioner 
Mamta Sudershan  accom-
panied by Labour Inspector 
Sunil Chandail and other offi-
cials from the department.

During the inspection, 
the team identified multiple 
violations of the Sunday 
closure directive and took 
immediate action. A total 

of 25 challans were issued 
on the spot to erring estab-
lishments found violating 
the mandated closure. The 
Labour Department empha-
sized that strict enforcement 
of the closure day is essential 
to safeguard workers' rights 
and maintain compliance 
with labour laws.

Govt to provide free 
water tanker service 
to water deficit areas: 
Jal Shakti Minister
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 15

In a move to address water 
scarcity and ensure access 
to clean drinking water in 
Jammu city, the Jammu 
and Kashmir government 
today announced free 
water tanker service to 
the water deficit areas.

This was revealed 
during a high level review 
meeting chaired by Min-
ister for Jal Shakti, Javed 
Ahmed Rana at Civil Sec-
retariat Jammu.

Besides the Chief Sec-
retary, Atal Dulloo, the 
meeting was attended by 
Additional Chief Secre-
tary, School Education 
Department, Additional 
Chief Secretary, Jal Shakti, 
Department, Commis-
sioner Jammu Municipal 
Corporation, Vice Chair-
man Jammu Development 
Authority, Director Tribal 
Affairs, Chief Engineer, Jal 
Shakti, Jammu and other 
senior officers.

“We will provide free 
of cost water tankers to 
those areas which are 
facing water shortage. 
The leftover areas would 
also be covered soon 
under Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion or any other water 
supply scheme," he said, 
highlighting the situation 
faced by people due to 

inadequate water supply. 
He said that this initia-
tive aims to support vul-
nerable communities, 
especially during times of 
water shortage.

The Minister instruct-
ed the officers to visit the 
areas witnessing water 
shortage so that water 
supply plans are formu-
lated accordingly. He also 
called for incorporat-
ing certain measures to 
streamline and keep the 
online portal user friendly 
for common man.

Expressing concern 
over slow pace of progress 
on water supply schemes 
under AMRUT in Jammu 
division, the Minister 
called for immediate prep-
aration of pending DPRs 
and subsequent approval 
by the HUDD.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held regarding progress 
on Jal Jeevan Mission in 
Poonch district.

The Minister sought 
details about the plans to 
be undertaken to ensure 
adequate water supply 
in view of continuing 
dry spell. He also called 
for inauguration of those 
schemes which are com-
plete as per DPR saying 
that they should be dedi-
cated to the public as soon 
as possible.
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Development gained momentum, 
peace established in J&K after 
2019: Dr. Pardeep Mahotra

Indian Army conducted an 
information technology course for 
students at Thanamandi Rajouri

Indian Army conducted a personality 
development including english speaking 
workshop for youth at Thanamandi Rajouri

J&K Students Association writes to CM 
Omar Abdullah to intervene in the case of 
Kashmiri Engineer Jailed in Saudi Arabia

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The development process 
initiated under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in 2014 has taken Jammu 
& Kashmir to new heights 
in all spheres, with people 
showering praises on the 
leadership of PM Modi. 
After, 05 August, 2019, 
development gained fur-
ther momentum and 
peace was established in 
J&K.

Dr. Pardeep Mahotra 
Media Incharge, J&K BJP 
said this while slamming 
leaders of regional politi-
cal parties in the UT for 
making false and mislead-
ing statements by linking 
development, peace and 
progress with Article 370.

Dr. Pardeep Mahotra 
said that Jammu & Kash-
mir has been damaged by 
the self-centered leaders 

of regional political par-
ties, the most since 1947. 
They are trying to hood-
wink the people by declar-
ing themselves to be the 
well-wisher of the region, 
and by making attempts 
to seek blessings of the 
people on issues which 
have no relevance today 
and are part of the history.

“For decades, Jammu 
& Kashmir and its people 
suffered badly due to the 
ill-decisions by the then 
successive Union gov-
ernments and the state 

governments of Jammu 
& Kashmir, which were 
mostly headed by Con-
gress at the Centre and 
NC, PDP in the Jammu & 
Kashmir,” said Dr. Pardeep 
Mahotra.

“The decision to abro-
gate Article 370 on August 
05, 2019 and to turn J&K 
into two Union Territo-
ries, resulted in significant 
development in the fields 
related to Infrastructure, 
tourism, industrial devel-
opment, agriculture, 
education, skill develop-
ment, health & medical 
infrastructure, renewable 
energy, digital & IT devel-
opment, women & youth 
empowerment, and a 
marked improvement in 
security peace and sta-
bility,” said Dr. Pardeep 
Mahotra.

Dr. Pardeep Mahotra 
said that those shedding 
crocodile tears for the 

statehood must answer 
that why these develop-
ments remained elusive 
during their rule over 
erstwhile J&K state and 
why the communities 
like Dogras, Kashmiris, 
Women, Valmiki, Paharis, 
Gujjars, Bakerwals, OBCs, 
PoJK refugees, WPRs, 
PwDs and others had to 
bear intensive pain and 
sorrow under their mis-
governance for 70 years.

“While Narendra Modi 
government has been 
focusing on extending the 
most prestigious projects 
of connectivity, health and 
education, the leaders of 
regional parties are find-
ing it difficult to stand in 
the public by the growing 
popularity of PM Modi and 
BJP,” Dr. Pardeep said and 
added that it is, in fact, 
the ‘Will’ (Ichha Shakti) to 
deliver which matters and 
the local leaders lack it.

JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI: 16 FEB 2025

Indian Army as part of 
'Operation Sadbhavana', 
had conducted Informa-
tion Technology Course 
at Thanamandi, Rajouri 
district. This skill devel-
opment course was a 
comprehensive program 
designed to provide stu-
dents with a solid founda-
tion in the principles and 
practices of Information 
Technology, including 
computer hardware and 
software, networking, 
database management 
and cyber security. The 
course was conducted 
from 22 January 2025 to 15 
February 2025, which has 
witnessed active partici-
pation of seventeen youth 
from local communities. 
Indian Army has always 
been a pillar of support in 
guiding and empowering 
local youth by providing 
skill development oppor-
tunities.

Keeping the promising 
career scope of technol-
ogy in the future, it also 

taught about database 
management system and 
networking fundamentals 
for youth of Thanamandi 
and nearby areas. Infor-
mation Technology course 
provides a foundation for 
further study in special-
ized areas such as artifi-
cial intelligence, machine 
learning, data analytics 
and enabling students to 
stay at the forefront of 
this rapidly evolving field.  
The skills and knowledge 
gained through this course 
will also enable partici-
pants to build stronger, 
more effective relation-
ships with others, both in 
their personal and profes-

sional lives. Each partici-
pant's progress is a testa-
ment to the dedication 
and perseverance of these 
youth. As a token of recog-
nition, certificates for par-
ticipation and gifts were 
awarded to all participants 
and instructors. This ini-
tiative not only empowers 
the youth of Thanamandi 
but also strengthens the 
bond between the Army 
and the local community.

It serves as a testament 
to Indian Army's unwaver-
ing commitment to the ser-
vice of the nation and its 
people. Operation Sadbha-
vana, with its mission to 
foster goodwill, develop-

ment and positive change 
in the region, continues 
to be a beacon of hope 
for the people of Thana-
mandi and nearby areas. 
The Information Technol-
ogy Course is yet another 
remarkable chapter in this 
ongoing journey. Indian 
Army remains committed 
to empowering local com-
munities through such 
initiatives, believing that 
a stronger, more self-reli-
ant society is a testament 
to a brighter and more 
prosperous future for all. 
The event also serves as a 
platform to strengthen the 
bond between Army and 
the people of this region.

JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI: 16 FEB 2025

The Indian Army, as part 
of 'Operation Sadbha-
vana', conducted a Per-
sonality Development, 
including an English 
Speaking Workshop, for 
youth at Thanamandi, 
Rajouri district. This skill 
development initiative 
aimed to improve com-
munication skills, build 
confidence, and help par-
ticipants achieve greater 
success and fulfillment in 
their personal and profes-
sional lives. The course 
was conducted from 20 
January 2025 to 15 Feb-
ruary 2025 and saw the 
active participation of 22 
students from local com-
munities.

The Indian Army has 
always been a pillar of 
support in guiding and 
empowering local stu-
dents by providing skill 
development opportu-
nities. Recognizing the 
promising career pros-
pects of English-speaking 
skills in the future, the 
Personality Development 
and English Speaking 

Workshop was organized 
for students from Thana-
mandi and nearby areas. 
By combining Personal-
ity Development with 
English Speaking skills, 
this workshop provided 
a unique opportunity for 
participants to enhance 
their communication 
abilities, build confidence, 
and develop a more posi-
tive and empowered self-
image.

The skills and knowl-
edge gained through this 
workshop will also enable 
participants to build 
stronger, more effective 
relationships with others, 
both in their personal and 
professional lives. Each 
participant's progress is a 

testament to the dedica-
tion and perseverance of 
these students. Refresh-
ments were also provid-
ed to the students. As a 
token of recognition, cer-
tificates for participation 
and gifts were awarded 
to all participants and the 
instructor. This initiative 
not only empowers the 
youth of Thanamandi but 
also strengthens the bond 
between the Army and the 
local community.

It serves as a testament 
to the Indian Army's 
unwavering commitment 
to the service of the nation 
and its people. Operation 
Sadbhavana, with its mis-
sion to foster goodwill, 
development, and posi-

tive change in the region, 
continues to be a beacon 
of hope for the people of 
Thanamandi and nearby 
areas. The Personality 
Development and Eng-
lish Speaking Workshop 
is yet another remarkable 
chapter in this ongoing 
journey. The Indian Army 
remains committed to 
empowering local com-
munities through such 
initiatives, believing that 
a stronger, more self-reli-
ant society is a testament 
to a brighter and more 
prosperous future for all. 
The event also serves as a 
platform to strengthen the 
bond between the Army 
and the people of this 
region.

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The Jammu & Kashmir Stu-
dents Association here on 
Sunday has written to Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah, 
seeking his intervention 
in the case of Abdul Rafi 
Baba, a Kashmiri network-
ing engineer imprisoned in 
Saudi Arabia under unclear 
circumstances.

Baba, a resident of 
Soura, Srinagar, had been 
working at King Faisal Uni-
versity, Saudi Arabia, for 
nearly a decade before his 
sudden arrest on March 1, 
2020. His family was never 
officially informed of the 
reason, leaving them in 
distress despite repeated 
efforts to seek answers.

The Association has 
urged the Chief Minister 

to take up the matter with 
External Affairs Minister 
Dr. S. Jaishankar to ensure 
a fair investigation and 
Baba’s safe return. Chair-
man of Association Mush-
taq Habeeb said that on 
February 2, 2025, they had 
written to the EAM, and 
on February 6, 2025, the 
ministry responded to our 
letter. 

According to the MEA, 
Baba has been imprisoned 
in Dammam Intelligence 
Jail since March 1, 2022, on 
charges related to cyber-
crimes concerning terror 
activities and allegedly 
circulating objectionable 
videos. Initially sentenced 
to 11 years, his sentence 
was increased to 31 years 
following an appeal, and 
the case is now pending 
before the Saudi Supreme 

Court. The Under Secretary 
from the External Affairs 
Minister's office informed 
us that Consular access 
has been granted multiple 
times, with visits on May 3, 
2021, September 6, 2022, 
February 20, 2023, Sep-
tember 5, 2023, and most 
recently, on September 11, 
2024. Baba remains in con-
tact with his family.

He said that his pro-
longed detention has 
severely impacted his 
family, especially his two 
young children and his 
ailing widower father, who 
has been desperately seek-
ing justice. Despite mul-
tiple appeals to the Gov-
ernment of India and the 
Indian Embassy in Riyadh, 
no response was received 
until February 6, 2025. His 
family also faces severe 

financial hardship, pre-
venting them from arrang-
ing legal representation in 
Saudi Arabia.

The Association has 
urged Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah to press the MEA 
for diplomatic efforts to 
ensure a fair trial and 
Baba’s repatriation. "Under 
the Chief Minister’s leader-
ship, this matter can reach 
the highest levels for reso-
lution," said Habeeb.

Calling it a humanitar-
ian issue, the Association 
emphasized that Baba’s 
prolonged separation from 
his family is distressing. 
They urged the Chief Min-
ister to consider the case 
from a humanitarian stand-
point and initiate high-level 
diplomatic engagement 
to secure his release and 
return home.

All J&K Megh Sabha Elects Office Bearers; 
Narinder Datt Re-elected President, Focus on 
Kabir’s Philosophy & Community Upliftment
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

In the premises of  Sadgur 
Kabir Dham H.Q All J&K 
Megh Sabha , Old Rehari, 
in the presence of large 
gathering of people from 
almost all areas of Jammu 
province particularly from 
Jammu,  Kathua, Ramban, 
Doda, Kistwarh & other 
Districts to elected  their 
office bearers in the Chair-
manship of Sh. B D Bhagat 
(Chairman ).

Whereas Sh. Narinder 
Datt,  Sh. Ramesh Chan-
der Mangotra & Sh. Amar 
Nath Bhagat again elected 
as President, General Sec-
retary & Cashier of All J&K 
Megh Sabha respectively .

Further  today , 
Narinder Datt (President 
of Sabha)in presence of 
Chairman of Advisory 
Board & many other 
renowned personalities of 
Megh community nomi-
nated State body whereas 
Sh. Rajinder Bhagat, Dr. 
Jeet Bazala nominated as 
vice-President, Sh. Ashok 
Kumar as store Keeper, Sh.  
Narinder Singh as Organiz-
ing Secretary,  sh . Param 
veer ,  Smt. Swarna Bhagat, 

Sh. Sat Pal Bhagat & Sh. 
Surjit Bhagat as member.

Sh. Rakesh Kumar 
Shivan as President  Doda 
District , Kuldeep Kumar 
general Secretary, Mohan 
Lal Bhagat Cashier, Baldev 
Singh Organizing Secre-
tary, Jernal Singh joint 
Secretary also nominated 
from Doda. Sh. Swami Raj 
Bhagat incharge

Ramban/Battote. Sh. 
Daulat Ram as President 
Kistwarh nominated. 

Smt . Swarna Bhagat as 
President  women wing 
Jammu, Smt. Neelam 
Bhagat vice president 
Jammu,Smt. Chancal 
Dogra city President, 
Smt. Rashmi Devi & Veena 
Devi as vice-President city 
wing Jammu. Sh. Parm-

veer Bhagt city President 
Jammu, Anil Kumar (Kala) 
vice-President  city wing 
Jammu also nominated. 
Sh. Ravi Kant Bhagat 
nominated by president 
Sh. Narinder Datt as State 
coordinator whereas Sh. 
Surjit Bhagat as Chenab 
Valley coordinator. Vishal 
Bhagat President Pouni 
Chak/Gho Manasa along 
with SomNath as Cashier 
& Sh. Mohan Lal Bhagat as 
General Secretary nomi-
nated. Sh. Anil Bhagat 
President Toph Sherkha-
nia, Sh. Manoj Bhagat 
President Mohalla Pahar-
ian , Sh. Surinder Bhagat 
as General Secretary, Sh. 
Rakesh Bhagat as coordina-
tor nominated. Sh. Ashok 
Kumar as President from 

Bhalwal(Gaink panchayat) 
, Sh. Vinod Kumar Presi-
dent Chinore, Sh. Balbir 
Bhagat vice president Sh. 
Rishi Kumar as General 
Secretary ,Sh. Under Jeet 
Bhagat  as Cashier, Sh. 
Pritam Chand, Sh. Sukh-
dev Kumar, Sh Naresh 
Chopra as member , Sh. 
Krishan lal coordinator, 
Sh.Devraj Bhagat as Presi-
dent Rajpura also nomi-
nated by President Sh. 
Narinder Datt. 

At the end president 
Narinder Datt request to 
all the elected members 
to work for the upliftment 
of the down trodden and 
deserving community 
members & also urge to 
promote philosophy of 
Sadguru Kabir ji Maharaj.

Shiv Sena demands to fly  flights for 
illegal Bangladeshis, Rohingyas 
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

Shiv Sena (UBT) Jammu 
and Kashmir has strong-
ly criticized the US for 
repeating its humiliating 
behavior on the return of 
illegal immigrants and has 
also demanded immedi-
ate strict action to expel 
illegal Bangladeshis and 
Rohingya Muslims from 
our country.

While briefing the 
media at party centre 
office state chief Manish 
Sahni  strongly criticized 
the continuation of the 
humiliating behavior by 
the US for removing ille-
gal immigrants. Yester-
day, 116 Indians, including 
residents of Jammu and 

Kashmir, were once again 
sent back to the country 
in military planes and 
shackles, which is highly 
condemnable.

Sahni has demanded 
the Modi government at 
the Center to take strict 

cognizance of the insult 
and summon the US 
ambassador and register 
strong protest and stop 
the humiliating behavior. 
Although this time the 
women and children were 
kept free from shackles.

Sahni has demanded 
from Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi to take imme-
diate and strict steps to 
throw out illegal Bangla-
deshis, Rohingya Muslims 
from Jammu & Kashmir 
and across the country, 
including former Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Sheikh 
Hasina, Pakistani woman 
Seema Haider, who are 
camping in the country.

Earlier, on 5 February, 
104 Indians were brought 
to Amritsar from Ameri-
ca in US Air Force plane 
Globemaster. They had 
handcuffs on their hands 
and chains on their feet. 
Sahni said that today i.e. 
on 16 February also, third 
plane is reaching India 
from America late tonight.
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A Progressive Step 
Towards Inclusive 
Governance

In a commendable move towards participa-
tory governance, Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah recently chaired pre-budget consultations 

with public representatives from Jammu district 
at the Civil Secretar-iat. This initiative, which 
brought together ministers, MLAs, and key offi-
cials, reflects a commitment to democratic ideals, 
ensuring that the upcoming budget resonates with 
the aspirations and concerns of the people.

The Chief Minister's emphasis on consulting 
elected representatives before finalizing the budget 
is a welcome step. As he rightly pointed out, the 
people's representatives have firsthand knowledge 
of ground realities, having engaged extensively 
with their constituencies. This approach not only 
lends credibility to the budget-making process 
but also ensures that policy decisions are rooted 
in the actual needs of the populace rather than 
being dictated solely by bureaucratic assessments.

Among the key issues raised during the discus-
sions were infrastructural development, irriga-
tion, clean drinking water, healthcare, education, 
and the alarming rise in drug abuse. The deterio-
rating condition of roads, the necessity for bridge 
construction, and the upgradation of drainage and 
sewerage sys-tems highlight the pressing need for 
improved civic amenities. Addressing these chal-
lenges will not only enhance the quality of life 
for residents but also bolster economic growth 
in the region.

Furthermore, the call for enhanced sports infra-
structure and the promotion of tourism under-
scores a forward-looking vision. Investment in 
these sectors will not only provide better recre-
ational facilities for youth but also contribute to 
employment generation and economic diversifi-
cation. Tourism, in par-ticular, has the potential 
to be a game-changer for Jammu’s economy, pro-
vided adequate attention is given to modernizing 
amenities and improving connectivity.

Equally important is the rising concern over 
drug abuse. The demand for de-addiction centers 
and awareness campaigns highlights a growing 
social menace that requires urgent intervention. A 
well-structured policy focusing on rehabilitation, 
awareness, and stringent law enforcement will be 
crucial in curbing this issue.

The appreciation expressed by the MLAs and 
public representatives for being included in the 
budget-making process is indicative of a gover-
nance model that values inclusivity. This consul-
tative approach fosters trust between the govern-
ment and the public, paving the way for more 
effective policy im-plementation.

Going forward, it is imperative that such con-
sultations become a regular feature rather than 
an excep-tion. Engaging with representatives 
from various districts will ensure a holistic and 
balanced develop-ment strategy. Additionally, 
transparency in the allocation of resources and 
timely implementation of proposed projects will 
be key in translating these discussions into tan-
gible progress.

India stands on the brink of an AI-driven revolution
VINAY PATHAK

India is emerging as a 
dominant force in Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI), 

shaping its economy, secu-
rity, and global influence. 
At the ongoing AI Summit 
in Paris, India’s leadership 
in AI highlights its com-
mitment to technological 
advancement and inno-
vation. The Prime Minis-
ter’s prominent role at the 
summit underscores the 
country’s strategic focus 
on AI, positioning it as a 
counterforce to China’s 
deepfake threats. Whether 
in AI, digital transforma-
tion, or healthcare, India 
is rapidly evolving into a 
global technology power-
house, striving for AI self-
reliance and economic 
growth.

AI is no longer a futuris-
tic concept-it is an imme-
diate reality reshaping 
India’s digital landscape. 
Projections suggest that AI 

will contribute $500 bil-
lion to the Indian economy 
by 2025, accounting for 10 
per cent of the national 
GDP.  The technology is 
revolutionising indus-
tries, from agriculture to 
healthcare and revitalising 
cultural and linguistic her-
itage. India is not merely 
adopting AI; it is actively 
leading the revolution 
through ambitious govern-
ment initiatives, collabora-
tions with tech giants and 
extensive investment in AI 
infrastructure. The Indian 
government has launched 
several initiatives to posi-
tion the country as a 
leader in AI.

The IndiaAI Mission 
and the establishment of 
India’s first AI University 
in Maharashtra reflect a 
strong commitment to 
technological leadership. 
Partnerships with global 
tech firms like NVIDIA are 
helping develop AI solu-
tions tailored to India’s 

unique challenges. 
AI-driven tools in 
agriculture, such as 
CropIn and Intello 
Labs, assist farmers 
in predicting weather 
patterns, optimis-
ing irrigation, and 
detecting crop dis-
eases, thereby boost-
ing productivity and 
sustainability.

India’s corpo-
rate sector is also 
investing heavily in 
AI. Companies like 
Infosys and TCS are 
deploying AI-driven 
solutions to streamline 
business processes, auto-
mate customer service, 
and optimise supply 
chains. Infosys’ Nia plat-
form enhances efficiency 
and reduces operational 
costs, while Zoho’s AI-pow-
ered CRM tools empower 
small and medium enter-
prises to compete glob-
ally. Generative AI tools 
like ChatGPT are increas-

ingly being utilised by job 
seekers, with 87 per cent 
leveraging them to refine 
resumes and prepare for 
interviews.

Despite its rapid prog-
ress, India faces significant 
challenges in AI adoption. 
A critical skills short-
age in AI-related profes-
sions remains a pressing 
issue. To address this, 
the National Programme 

on AI, launched by NITI 
Aayog, aims to train over a 
million workers in AI skills. 
Additionally, states like 
Karnataka and Telangana 
are establishing AI hubs 
to nurture innovation and 
talent development. How-
ever, while India produces 
over 1.5 million engineers 
annually, only a small per-
centage have the special-
ised expertise required for 

AI development.
AI’s rise also brings 

security concerns. 
Cyber threats are 
growing, with increas-
ing vulnerability to 
sophisticated cyberat-
tacks. In 2023, a major 
Indian bank suffered 
a ransomware attack, 
disrupting services for 
millions of customers. 
AI-powered cyber 
tools, while benefi-
cial, can be exploited 
by malicious actors. 
The dangers of misin-
formation and AI-gen-

erated deepfakes are also 
becoming more apparent. 
The viral deepfake video of 
actor Rashmika Mandanna 
in 2023 highlighted the 
risks of AI-driven disinfor-
mation. Similarly, AI-pow-
ered voice cloning scams 
are on the rise, posing sig-
nificant fraud risks.

AI is also playing a cru-
cial role in preserving 
India’s cultural and linguis-

tic heritage. Institutions 
like IIT Madras are devel-
oping AI models to revive 
endangered languages 
such as Toda and Gondi.

The Bhandarkar Orien-
tal Research Institute is 
using AI to digitise ancient 
manuscripts, ensuring the 
preservation of India’s 
historical knowledge. 
AI is further enhancing 
the entertainment sector 
through immersive experi-
ences, such as virtual real-
ity tours of historical sites 
and AI-curated regional 
literature and music rec-
ommendations.

In healthcare, AI-driven 
tools like Niramai are rev-
olutionising early cancer 
detection, while telemedi-
cine platforms like Apollo 
Telehealth are providing 
medical access to rural 
communities. The educa-
tion sector is benefiting 
from AI-powered plat-
forms. In disaster man-
agement, AI is helping pre-

dict natural disasters and 
coordinate relief efforts. 
The Indian Meteorological 
Department employs AI to 
analyze weather patterns 
and issue early warnings 
for cyclones and floods, 
thereby minimising casu-
alties.

AI is not merely a tech-
nological tool; it is a trans-
formative force shaping 
India’s future. However, 
the country must strike 
a balance between inno-
vation and regulation to 
ensure ethical AI deploy-
ment. As AI evolves, India 
must establish a robust 
framework to address 
ethical concerns, secu-
rity risks, and workforce 
reskilling. Collaborative 
efforts between the gov-
ernment, industry, and 
academia will be key in 
ensuring AI benefits for 
the society.

(The writer is an assistant 
professor at IIIT, Sonepat; 

views are personal)

Palestine in ruins: The unbearable cost of war
K C TYAGI

On October 7, 2003, 
Hamas fighters suc-
cessfully launched 

a massive attack on Israel, 
but the price that Pales-
tinians had to pay for it 
is heartbreaking. It will 
take three centuries to 
recover from the destruc-
tion caused by this war, 
which lasted for more than 
15 months. According to a 
United Nations survey, it 
may take more than 350 
years to rebuild Palestine, 
which has been reduced to 
rubble. The estimated loss 
in the first four months of 
the war was $18.5 billion. 
At present, about 69 per 
cent of the structures in 
Gaza are either damaged 
or destroyed. More than 
50 million tons of rubble 
have accumulated in the 
Gaza region, which may 
take more than 15 years to 
remove. Piles of rubble are 
visible throughout Pales-
tine due to bombings and 
ground operations.

A United Nations report 
states that the accumulated 
rubble is approximately 12 
times the size of the Great 
Pyramid of Giza in Egypt. 
According to estimates, 
even if more than 100 
trucks work continuously, 
it may still take more than 
15 years to clear the debris. 
Three generations born 
in tents will likely have 
to make them their per-
manent homes for a long 
time. Reconstruction will 
require billions of dollars, 
yet no international institu-
tion is willing to invest in an 
ungoverned region that has 
seen five wars in less than 
two decades.

Using satellite data, the 

United Nations estimated 
last month that 70 per cent 
of structures in Gaza have 
been destroyed, including 
more than 245,000 residen-
tial buildings. The World 
Bank estimated losses of 
$18.5 billion in the first 
four months of the war—an 
amount nearly equal to the 
combined economic output 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
in 2022. Major roads have 
been turned into deep 
trenches, essential water 
and electricity infrastruc-
ture has been destroyed, 
and most hospitals are no 
longer functional due to 
being targeted during the 
bombings. According to the 
United Nations, more than 
50,000 people have died in 
Gaza, 44 per cent of whom 
are children.

The children who have 
survived are suffering from 
sickness, stress, insom-
nia, depression, and fear. 
They are terrified of every 
stranger. The children of 
Gaza have lost the will to 
live. Amidst the devasta-
tion, 96 per cent of children 
express a desire not to live, 
and 49 per cent say they 
would have preferred to 
die. Among those who feel 
this way, 72 per cent are 
boys and 46 per cent are 
girls. A Netherlands-based 
organisation, War Child 
Alliance, has collected 
shocking and heartbreak-
ing data. The alliance gath-
ered this information from 
500 parents or caretakers, 
including families whose 
children were crippled in 
the war or separated from 
their families.

Their findings revealed 
that 92 per cent of the chil-
dren surveyed are unable 
to accept the reality of war. 

The smell of gunpowder 
lingers in Gaza’s atmo-
sphere. The situation is 
so dire that 79 per cent of 
children experience night-
mares, and 73 per cent have 
become so overwhelmed 
that their behaviour has 
turned aggressive. Many 
scream and moan in their 
sleep. These children have 
witnessed their homes and 
schools reduced to rubble. 
Their young minds are 
shattered, unable to com-
prehend why they are being 
punished and what crime 
they have committed.

Devastated by this hor-
rific situation, the entire 
Palestinian government, 
including Prime Minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh, has 
resigned. In his resignation 
letter, he acknowledged 
that Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip are starving. Tensions 
escalated further when an 
American airman involved 
in military operations set 
himself on fire outside the 
Israeli embassy in Washing-
ton, DC, repeatedly shout-
ing, “No more involvement 
in genocide.” The United 
Nations has passed a cease-
fire resolution, endorsed by 
158 nations, including India.

Despite multiple resolu-
tions calling for a ceasefire 
in the UN General Assem-
bly, all previous efforts 
had failed. Israel was even 
included in the List of 
Shame, a document that 
records alleged rights vio-
lations against children 
in armed conflict. In this 
report, Israel is accused of 
committing severe viola-
tions of children’s rights. 
This inclusion has angered 
Israel and damaged its inter-
national reputation. Several 
key European Union coun-

tries, which previously 
sympathised with Israel, 
have now condemned its 
actions. Despite continued 
American support, Israel’s 
economy has begun to col-
lapse. In recent months, 
GDP growth has been only 
0.7 per cent. The Israeli 
army has requested $16 
billion, equivalent to 3 per 
cent of the country’s GDP. 
Even after the ceasefire, the 
military requires $8 billion 
annually to address new 
security challenges.

The fiscal deficit has 
now reached 8 per cent of 
GDP. Israel is also deeply 
concerned that fighting 
has spread to its major 
business hubs, Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem.In January, 
Israel’s debt stood at 62 per 
cent of GDP, which is still 
lower than the average for 
most wealthy nations in the 
OECD. However, prominent 
credit rating agencies such 
as Fitch and Moody’s have 
already downgraded Isra-
el’s credit rating once this 
year, with the possibility of 
further downgrades shortly.

Following the Hamas 
attack last year, Israel 
revoked work permits for 
80,000 Palestinian work-
ers. No replacements have 
been hired, leading to a 
40 per cent decline in the 
construction industry. The 
same trend is observed in 
the high-tech sector and 
other industries. Inflation 
reached an annual rate of 
3.6 per cent last month. 
If the war had continued 
any longer, the value of 
the Israeli shekel might 
have dropped further, forc-
ing banks to rely on their 
reserves. Although a cease-
fire is in place, this does not 
mark the end of the war. 

A recent statement by US 
President Donald Trump 
has crushed any hopes of 
peace efforts. Israel’s Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netan-
yahu, is currently visiting 
the US, where he has been 
given priority among the 
foreign guests invited by the 
President. However, Netan-
yahu faces growing protests 
in Israel, driven by both 
economic instability and 
widespread public dissent. 
The situation worsened 
when Israel’s Defense Min-
ister, Benny Gantz, resigned 
from his position along with 
other members of his party, 
putting additional pres-
sure on the government. 
Both leaders have sparked 
global controversy follow-
ing a press conference at 
the White House, where 
they announced plans for 
the US to occupy the Gaza 
Strip and transform it into 
a resort city.

The proposed project 
would turn Gaza into a hub 
for employment and tour-
ism in West Asia. The entire 
area would be levelled to 
develop infrastructure, and 
the 2.3 million people cur-
rently living in Gaza would 
be relocated to countries 
such as Egypt and Jordan. 
However, both Egypt and 
Jordan have firmly reject-
ed this proposal. Experts 
argue that international 
laws and treaties will pose 
a significant obstacle to 
any U.S. attempt to occupy 
Gaza. Meanwhile, major 
Arab nations are mobilis-
ing against Trump’s plan, 
with Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Jordan, Qatar, and Turkey 
openly opposing it.

Hamas has strongly 
condemned the proposal, 
labelling it ethnic geno-

cide. Several US lawmak-
ers, both Democrats and 
Republicans, have also 
voiced their opposition. In 
the past, Trump had simi-
larly expressed intentions 
to occupy Greenfield Island, 
take control of the Panama 
Canal, and annex Canada 
as the 51st state of America.
The Israeli parliament has 
enacted several controver-
sial laws that have further 
inflamed tensions with Pal-
estine and Arab nations. For 
example, the Jewish State 
Bill officially declares Israel 
as a Jewish state, effectively 
relegating non-Jewish com-
munities to second-class cit-
izenship. Additionally, the 
decision to shift the capital 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
is widely seen as an act of 
provocation against Pales-
tinians. Israel also occupies 
the Syrian territory of the 
Golan Heights, which has 
been under Israeli control 
since the 1967 war.

A massive city, known 
as Trump City, is cur-
rently being developed in 
the region.The month of 
Ramadan is approaching, 
which is likely to bring 
additional hardships. Ten-
sions surrounding the Al-
Aqsa Mosque also intensify 
during this time, as restric-
tions are often imposed on 
Muslim worshippers. At 
present, the likelihood of 
renewed conflict appears 
higher than the prospect 
of lasting peace. The inter-
national community is also 
deeply concerned about 
the Trump administra-
tion’s decision to withdraw 
US representatives from the 
United Nations.

(The writer is a former 
Member of Parliament; 

views are personal)

Shaping India’s AI Future
KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

Prime Minister Modi’s 
Paris and Washing-
ton visit, meetings 

with the two most pow-
erful leaders from the 
developed world, comes 
at a time of shifting geo-
political sands. The buzz-
word around both these 
high-level bilaterals was 
high-end technology coop-
eration in a world, increas-
ingly getting fragmented. 
India was the co-chair of 
the AI Action Summit in 
Paris, along with the host 
country France. This is the 
third global-level event 
on Artificial Intelligence, 
making it a Kumbh of 
technology leaders, policy 
makers, experts, corpo-
rates and world leaders 

in France. The theme was 
how to harness the power 
of this nearly mind-bend-
ing technology, whose evo-
lution has been compared 
to the invention of the 
wheel and humans learn-
ing to use fire safely.

Almost simultaneously, 
China released a nimble 
version of the generative 
AI tool DeepSeek, which is 
currently a huge challeng-
er to US billions of dollars 
infused into US technol-
ogy companies’ almost 
monopolistic dominance 
on AI tools and standards. 
US President Biden in his 
last week at the Oval Office 
had passed an executive 
order called the Interim 
Final Rule (IFR) on Frame-
work for Artificial Intelli-
gence Diffusion, essential-

ly imposing export con-
trols on high-end software 
and hardware required 
for AI development across 
nations which may be 
considered inimical to US 
interests ( i.e. China) but 
also, close allies like India.

While the global tech-
nology industry stake-
holders have requested 
the new President to be 
consistent with the Trump 
Administration’s previ-
ously stated, Regulatory 
Freeze Order, and suspend 
implementation of the AI 
Diffusion Rule until the 
Secretary of Commerce 
and other relevant officials 
can review the rule appro-
priately and pursue robust 
stakeholder engagement 
so that the rules reflect the 
government’s objectives 

and ensure companies can 
engage with key US trading 
partners. President Trump 
is yet to revoke the execu-
tive order signed by his 
predecessor, even though 
he did sign a fresh one on 
January 23, which poten-
tially hints at a pause.

Three days into the 
Oval Office President 
Trump signed the execu-
tive order on AI develop-
ment and deployment 
stating the purpose as 
“The United States has 
long been at the forefront 
of artificial intelligence (AI) 
innovation, driven by the 
strength of our free mar-
kets, world-class research 
institutions, and entrepre-
neurial spirit. To maintain 
this leadership, we must 
develop AI systems that 

are free from ideological 
bias or engineered social 
agendas. With the right 
Government policies, we 
can solidify our position as 
the global leader in AI and 
secure a brighter future for 
all Americans. This order 
revokes certain existing AI 
policies and directives that 
act as barriers to American 
AI innovation, clearing a 
path for the United States 
to act decisively to retain 
global leadership in artifi-
cial intelligence. It is the 
policy of the United States 
to sustain and enhance 
America’s global AI domi-
nance in order to promote 
human flourishing, eco-
nomic competitiveness, 
and national security.”

India is aiming to have 
an equal say on global high 

tables of  AI governance, 
innovation and develop-
ment. It has an ambitious 
AI mission of its own, 
which is heavily depen-
dent on high-end chips 
and Graphic Processing 
Units ( GPUs ) currently 
available from US tech-
nology companies. Any 
restrictions on access to 
these high-end processors 
would upset the ambitious 
goal envisaged under the 
India AI mission. The con-
versation in Paris, India’s 
announcement to host the 
fourth global AI summit in 
Delhi, and conversations 
with President Trump and 
other leaders this week, 
are steps in the right direc-
tion.

(The writer is a policy 
analyst; views are personal)
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A blood test could improve 
Alzheimer’s disease diagnosis

South Korea's imports of fruits hit 
new record amid climate change

Heart has ‘sweet taste’ receptors, can 
sense artificial sweeteners: Study

New antibody discovery platform can delve 
deeper into Alzheimer's and Parkinson's

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16 

A new blood test may have 
the potential to transform 
Alzheimer’s disease diag-
nosis, patient care, early 
interventions and more 
targeted treatments, say 
researchers.

Researchers at Trinity 
College Dublin, the Tal-
laght Institute of Memory 
and Cognition and St 
James’s Hospital, Dublin 
are exploring the ability of 
a new blood test to detect 
Alzheimer’s Disease (AD).

This test could poten-
tially replace the current 
diagnostic method, a 
lumbar puncture/spinal 
tap (which is invasive and 
poses risks and challeng-
es) in over half of patients 
with early symptoms, thus 
allowing more patients to 
be diagnosed more accu-
rately and with greater 
e�  ciency.

The study, published 
in the journal Alzheimer’s 
& Dementia: Diagnosis, 
Assessment and Disease 
Monitoring, is one of the 

� rst in Europe to exam-
ine the “real-world” per-
formance of one of the 
leading automated blood 
tests for Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease, plasma p-tau217, 
in patients with mild 
symptoms undergoing 
assessment in a specialist 
memory service.

About 148 patients gen-
erously donated blood 
and cerebrospinal fluid 

(CSF) samples, enabling 
researchers to directly 
compare new blood tests 
to established CSF bio-
markers.

The study found 
that measuring plasma 
p-tau217 using a fully-auto-
mated system, was more 
than 90 per cent as accu-
rate as results obtained 
from LP.

Integrating the blood 

test into clinical pathways 
could potentially avoid the 
need for over half of diag-
nostic LPs. This has clear 
implications for the diag-
nosis and management of 
early Alzheimer Disease.

From their results, the 
research team believe 
that this new blood test 
could replace over half of 
the 150-200 diagnostic LP 
procedures that they cur-
rently carry out in the Tal-
laght Institute of Memory 
and Cognition every year.

This blood test is not 
available currently in Ire-
land and the � ndings from 
this research will lend sup-
port to making it available 
in the future.

“This ‘translation’ from 
a research to a diagnos-
tic test is dependent on 
the scientists, the clinical 
teams and the support 
from hospital manage-
ment,” said Dr Jean Dunne, 
Chief Medical Scientist, 
Department of Immunol-
ogy, St James’s Hospital 
and Trinity Translational 
Medicine Institute (TTMI).

AGENCIES
SEOUL, FEB 16 

South Korea's imports of 
fresh fruits hit a record 
high last year, data 
showed on Sunday, amid 
poor harvests caused by 
climate change and rising 
demand.

The country's imports 
of 12 kinds of fresh fruits 
came to US$1.45 bil-
lion in 2024, up 20.1 per 
cent from a year earlier, 
according to the data com-
piled by the Korea Rural 
Economic Institute (KREI).

It marked the largest 
amount ever, with the 
previous record set in 
2018, when the inbound 
shipment of fruits came 
to $1.33 billion, reports 
Yonhap news agency.

The 12 kinds of fruits 
include bananas, man-
goes, pineapples, oranges, 
cherries and kiwis.

The growth in imports 

came as the country expe-
rienced a supply shortage 
of fruits due to poor har-
vests amid unfavourable 
weather conditions, lead-
ing to high fruit prices.

The government has 
also reduced tariffs on 
fruit imports to meet 
increasing demand and 
rein in in� ation.

"Imports of fruits are 
projected to rise further, 
as domestic production 
of fruits will trend down-

ward in the long run given 
weather conditions and 
the constant fall in their 
cultivation area," a KREI 
o�  cial said.

In a latest report, the 
institute expected total 
imports of fruits, including 
frozen fruits, to climb 6.8 
percent on-year to 817,000 
tons this year.

Meanwhile, South 
Korea's import prices rose 
for the fourth consecutive 
month in January due 

mainly to the weak local 
currency and high global 
oil prices, central bank 
data showed.

The import price index 
climbed 2.3 per cent last 
month from a month 
earlier, according to the 
preliminary data from the 
Bank of Korea (BOK).

From a year earlier, the 
� gure advanced 6.6 per 
cent in January.

Import prices of raw 
materials increased 4.4 
per cent on-month in Jan-
uary, and those of inter-
mediate goods gained 1.6 
per cent, according to 
the BOK. Import prices 
are a major factor that 
determine the path of the 
country's overall rate of 
in� ation.

Consumer prices, a key 
gauge of in� ation, rose by 
the largest margin in six 
months of 2.2 per cent on-
year in January, govern-
ment data showed.

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, FEB 16 

Researchers have found 
that the heart possesses 
"sweet taste" receptors, 
similar to those on our 
tongues, and stimulating 
these receptors with sweet 
substances can modulate 
the heartbeat.

The discovery opens 
new avenues for under-
standing heart function 
and potentially for devel-
oping novel treatments for 
heart failure.

The new research found 
that these receptors are 
not just present on heart 
muscle but also functional.

When the researchers 
stimulated these receptors 
in both human and mouse 
heart cells using aspar-
tame, a common arti� cial 
sweetener, they observed 
a significant increase in 
the force of heart muscle 
contraction and acceler-
ated calcium handling – 
key processes for a healthy 
heartbeat.

While taste receptors 
are traditionally associated 
with the tongue and our 
ability to perceive � avours, 

recent studies have shown 
that these receptors exist 
in other parts of the body, 
where they likely play dif-
ferent roles.

This new study is the � rst 
to identify speci� c "sweet 
taste" receptors, known 
as TAS1R2 and TAS1R3, on 
the surface of heart muscle 
cells.

“After you eat a meal, 
it's been shown that your 
heart rate and blood pres-
sure actually are increas-
ing,” said Micah Yoder, a 
graduate student in the lab 
of Jonathan Kirk at Loyola 
University Chicago.

Previously, this was 
thought to be a neural axis 
that's being signaled.

“But we're proposing a 
more direct consequence, 
where we have a spike in 
our blood sugar after eating 
a meal, and that's binding 
to these sweet taste recep-
tors on the heart muscle 
cells, causing a di� erence 
in the heartbeat,” he added.

Int r igu ing ly,  the 
researchers also found that 
these receptors are more 
abundant in the hearts of 
patients with heart failure, 
suggesting a possible link 
to disease.

Further investigation 
revealed that stimulating 
the receptors triggers a cas-
cade of molecular events 
within the heart cells, 
involving key proteins that 

control calcium � ow and 
muscle contraction.

Additionally, their 
research may explain why 
high consumption of arti� -
cially sweetened beverages 
is linked to arrhythmogen-
esis, or an irregular heart-
beat.

Not only are these sweet 
taste receptors particular-
ly stimulated by arti� cial 
sweeteners like aspartame, 
overstimulation of these 
sweet taste receptors lead 
to a an increase in arrhyth-
mic like behaviour in the 
heart cells, researchers 
found.

However,  fur ther 
research is needed to fully 
understand the long-term 
e� ects of stimulating these 
receptors in the heart as 
well as how these recep-
tors might be targeted to 
strengthen the heart in the 
case of heart failure.

The work was set to be 
presented at the 69th Bio-
physical Society Annual 
Meeting in Los Angeles. 
The Biophysical Society 
has been established to 
lead development and dis-
semination of knowledge in 
biophysics.

AGENCIES
NEW YORK, FEB 16 

A new antibody dis-
covery platform can 
delve deeper into the 
mechanisms underlying 
the processes behind 
Alzheimer's and Par-
kinson’s diseases, say 
researchers.

In diseases like Parkin-
son's and Alzheimer's, 
specific proteins mis-
fold and clump together, 
forming toxic aggregates 
that damage brain cells.

The process of proteins 
spontaneously clumping 
is called protein aggre-
gation and researchers 
have now developed 
novel methods to gen-
erate aggregate-speci� c 
antibodies as specific 
probes or modulators of 
the aggregation process.

Advertisement
This new method over-

comes signi� cant chal-
lenges in characterising 
these complex and often 

transient protein struc-
tures.

Antibodies, known for 
their precise target bind-
ing, o� er a powerful tool 
for investigating these 
structures, but generat-
ing antibodies against 
such transitory targets 
has been a major hurdle.

This new platform 
integrates computational 
design and directed evo-
lution to develop new 
antibodies, which are 
then screened for their 
ability to bind to target 
aggregates or inhibit 
aggregation process.

“We can substantially 
speed up the process of 
discovery and produc-
tion, which can save 
time and resources,” 
said Francesco Aprile, 
PhD, Associate Professor 
in Biological Chemistry at 
Imperial College London, 
who led the study.

Using this platform, 
Aprile and colleagues 
successfully generated 

single-domain antibodies 
(nanobodies) targeting 
intrinsically disordered 
proteins, or proteins that 
are not de� ned by one 
speci� c three-dimension-
al structure, but that are 
constantly changing.

“What these intrinsi-
cally disordered pro-
teins do is they start to 
self-assemble and form 
oligomers and aggregates 
such as amyloid � brils, 
which are a hallmark 
of Alzheimer’s,” Aprile 
noted.

The nanobodies the 
researchers developed 
can target different 
assemblies of amyloid-
beta and alpha-synucle-
in, proteins associated 
with Alzheimer's and 
Parkinson's diseases, 
respectively.

These nanobodies can 
provide valuable insights 
into what makes these 
proteins form toxic oligo-
mers.

“Our platform rep-

resents a significant 
advance in our ability to 
study protein self-assem-
bly,” said Aprile. “By e�  -
ciently generating nano-
bodies against these chal-
lenging targets, we can 
now delve deeper into 
the mechanisms under-
lying these processes and 
their role in disease.”

Importantly, the 
research has identi� ed 
speci� c regions within 
amyloid-beta and alpha-
synuclein that could be 
promising therapeutic 
targets. This discovery 
opens new avenues for 
drug development aimed 
at treating Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s.

By targeting these 
key protein assemblies, 
we may be able to slow 
or even prevent disease 
progression, said Aprile.

The Biophysical Soci-
ety has been established 
to lead development and 
dissemination of knowl-
edge in biophysics.

Will continue to deliver quality healthcare 
services to insured workers: Union Minister

Indian healthcare system comes of age 
with institutes like NCI-AIIMS: JP Nadda

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, FEB 16 

Emphasising the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
delivering quality health-
care services to insured 
workers, Union Minister of 
Labour and Employment, 
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, 
has instructed the offi-
cials to prioritise e�  cient 
medical service delivery 
and expedite the timely 
completion of hospital 
renovation and construc-
tion projects.

Mandaviya visited ESIC 
Hospital in Andheri and 
Directorate General, Fac-
tory Advice and Labour 
Institutes (DGFASLI).

During his visit to ESIC 
Hospital, Dr Mandaviya 
assessed various facilities, 
including registration 
counters, the online reg-
istration facility under the 
Dhanwantri module, the 
dental unit, and the inter-
nal medicine department.

He also interacted with 
patients and sta�  to under-
stand their experiences 

and feedback on the ser-
vices provided.

The Union Minister also 
visited DGFASLI, where he 
was briefed on the insti-
tution’s pivotal role in 
occupational safety and 
health (OSH), regulatory 
frameworks, and ongoing 
training programmes. He 
toured various infrastruc-
ture facilities, including 
training halls, conference 
rooms and digital resource 
centres.

The minister showed 

a keen interest in the 
laboratories maintained 
by DGFASLI, particularly 
those focused on indus-
trial hygiene and personal 
protective equipment 
(PPE) testing. He under-
scored the importance of 
strengthening OSH frame-
works and enhancing 
technical expertise in the 
sector.

To improve e�  ciency 
and transparency, he 
directed o�  cials to accel-
erate digitisation of pro-

cesses, including inspec-
tions, ensure better 
upkeep of laboratories, 
and maintain a strong 
focus on transparency in 
regulatory activities.

Meanwhile, the payroll 
data of the Employees’ 
State Insurance Corpora-
tion (ESIC) reveals that 
16.07 lakh new employees 
were added in November 
last year out of which over 
47 per cent are young 
employees up to the age 
group of 25 years, which 
is a good indicator of new 
jobs being created in the 
economy.

As many as 20,212 new 
establishments have been 
brought under the ambit 
of the ESI Scheme in the 
month of November 2024 
thus ensuring social secu-
rity to more workers, 
according to a statement 
issued by the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment.

Further, the year-on-
year analysis shows a 
growth of 0.97 per cent 
in net registrations com-
pared to November 2023.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16 

Under the dynamic leader-
ship of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the narrative 
is changing regarding the 
Indian healthcare system 
where bone marrow trans-
plant is possible in institutes 
like the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) of AIIMS, Jha-
jjar campus, Union Health 
Minister JP Nadda has said.

Nadda said the institute 
has matured into a world-
class healthcare provider in 
a short span of 6 year and 
over time, it has evolved 
into a referral centre o� er-
ing multidisciplinary care 
and providing better and 
patient-centric care”.

He appreciated the dedi-
cation of doctors, health 
workers and administration 
of the institute to make the 
progress happen.

Speaking at the ‘AIIMS 
Oncology Conclave 2025’, 
the minister also admired 
the high-quality precision 
and high-quality services of 
the nuclear medicine target-

ed treatment ward at NCI, 
and underlined that “these 
facilities are the hardware 
while the faculty members 
and doctors are the software 
of the developing robust 
healthcare system.”

Nadda further stated 
that cancer is a daunting 
diagnosis that brings fear — 
not just of the illness, but of 
the future, of livelihood, of 
losing loved ones, and the 
inevitable economic and 
emotional strain.

He also visited and appre-
ciated the Vishram Sadan at 
the NCI, developed by the 
Infosys Foundation, pro-
vides essential accommo-

dation for patients' atten-
dants in a cost-effective 
way, enhancing support for 
families during challenging 
times. It also provides psy-
chological and educational 
support to the needy, setting 
a benchmark for others.

As an “Incubator,” the 
Centre for Medical Innova-
tions and Entrepreneur-
ship (CMIE) is responsible 
to handhold and support 
indigenous innovations in 
the healthcare sector, which 
is tremendous.

By enabling Indian start-
ups to leverage the mentor-
ship and guidance of AIIMS 
faculty and scientists, and 

by giving them access to 
advanced laboratory equip-
ment and resources at 
AIIMS at nominal payment, 
CMIE is fostering a culture 
of innovation, said the min-
ister. He underlined that the 
government has introduced 
screening for individuals 
aged 30 years and above 
under NHM at Ayushman 
Arogya Mandirs and over 
26 crore people have been 
screened for oral cancer, 14 
crore for breast cancer, and 
9 crore for cervical cancer 
at Ayushman Aarogya 
Mandirs. The minister also 
emphasised that “to make 
cancer treatment available 
to the poor and the vul-
nerable, under AB PM-JAY, 
cancer-related treatment 
is provided for Medical, 
Surgical, Radiation and Pal-
liative Oncology across 219 
packages. Since the incep-
tion of AB PM-JAY, approxi-
mately 68.43 lLakh hospi-
tal admissions amounting 
to Rs. 13160.75 crore have 
been authorised for cancer-
related packages under the 
scheme.”
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UNION TERRITORY OF JAMMU & KASHMIR 

OFFICE THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 
PWD (R&B) CIRCLE  NORTH JAMMU 

Lok Nirman Bhawan, Rail-Head Complex, Jammu (Tawi) 180012 
E-Mail ID:-       sepwdnorthjmu@gmail.com 

 
NOTICE INVITING SHORT TENDER 

e-NIT No. SENJ/25 of 2024-25 dated 13-02-2025 
 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, e-tenders are invited on 
percentage rate basis from approved and eligible Contractors registered with Union Territory of 
J&K/CPWD / BRO/ Railways/ MES and other State/ Central Government for the work mentioned 
below:- 

 
S. 

No 

Name of Work Name of 
Division 

Advertised 
Cost               
(Rs. in 
lacs) 

Cost of 
document 

(in Rs.) 

Earnest 
Money           
(in Rs.) 

Time 
Allowed 
for 
complete-
on 

Time and 
date of 
opening 
of tender 

Class of 
Contractor 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Construction of Fencing Training 
Area at Sainik School Nagrota.  

PWD 
(R&B) 
Nagrota 

171.93 3000/- 3,43,860/          
(2% of the 
Advertise
d Cost) 

12 
Months 

(1400 Hrs) 
on or after 
28-02-2025 

“A” 
Class 

 

 
Position of AAA  = Accord of Administrative Approval by Sqn. Leader, Adm. Officer for Principal Sainik 

School Nagrota , vide  Order No. SSN/810/QM/225, dated: 10.06.2024 for an amount of Rs. 
207.54  Lacs     

 
Position of Tech. Sanction  =    Sanctioned by Chief Engineer PW(R&B) Department Zone Jammu vide Order No. 367 

of  January, 2025 dated:- 27.01.2025 for an amount of Rs. 195.88 Lacs. 
Project Authority  = Sainik School Nagrota   
The Bidding documents Consist of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications,  bill of  quantities (B.O.Q), Set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website 
http://jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule:- 

1.  Date of Issue of Tender Notice 13.02.2025 
2.  Period of downloading of bidding documents From 14.02.2025  to 27.02.2025, 1800 Hrs 
3.  Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting 19.02.2025 at 1400 hours  in the Office of the 

Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B)North Circle, 
Jammu 

4.  Bid submission Start Date 14.02.2025 from 0900 Hrs 
5.  Bid Submission End Date 27.02.2025 up to 1800 Hrs 
6.  Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online)  28.02.2025 at 1400 hours  in the Office of the     

Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle  North  
Jammu 

7.  Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is 
completed 

 
No:-SENJ/DB/8896-8903             
Dated:-13-02-2025                ..........sd/.... 
                                                (Er. Jugal Kishore) 

            Superintending Engineer 
                                                       PWD (R&B) Circle North Jammu 
 
 
DIP/J-10197/24 
Date: 15-2-25 

Rise above caste, 
strengthen Sanatan: Balbir 

Martand Singh hails inclusion of 
Dogri Language in Parliament

JI NEWS SERVICE
GHO MANASA, FEBRUARY 16 

The need to unite society 
and rising above caste-
based discrimination 
has always been there in 
the country. All sections 
of society should move 
beyond the narrow con-
� nes of caste and strength-
en the core values of Sana-
tan Dharma.

Balbir Ram Rattan, 
National General Sec-
retary of Guru Ravidass 
Vishwa Mahapeeth, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Indian 
branch of the British Ravi-
dassia Heritage Founda-
tion, and a member of 
the Begampura Vishwa 
Mahasabha, shared these 
views at Guru Ravidass 
Temple in Gho Manasa. 
He was speaking to promi-
nent persons from di� er-
ent sections of society, 
discussing Guru Ravidas 
Ji’s life and his teachings 
on social harmony.

He emphasized that 
these thoughts are par-
ticularly inspired by the 
teachings of Sant Shiro-

mani Guru Ravidass l, 
who, in his time, con-
veyed a signi� cant mes-
sage of social equality and 
justice. Guru Ravidass 
taught that there should 
be no place for caste dis-
crimination in devotion to 
God and service to human-
ity. His teachings inspired 
self-respect and freedom 
among the oppressed and 
marginalized sections of 
society.

Guru Ravidass' life and 
words teach us that every-
one in society should have 
equal rights and opportu-
nities. He envisioned an 
ideal city called "Begam-

pura," where there would 
be no discrimination or 
social hierarchy. This ide-
ology remains relevant 
today and is essential for 
social harmony.

To eliminate caste-
based discrimination and 
the narrow mindset of 
superiority and inferiority, 
we must internalize Guru 
Ravidass ji’s message. It is 
time to use religion as a 
means of unity rather than 
allowing it to become a 
source of division and dis-
crimination. The roots of 
Sanatan are based on har-
mony, compassion, and 
equality, and to strength-

en it, we must rise above 
caste and embrace the 
spirit of unity.

Balbir Ram Ratan stated 
that he continuously trav-
els to various places to 
spread Guru Ravidass ji’s 
teachings, inspiring people 
to move forward in this 
direction and bring posi-
tive change in society.

The e� ort to rise above 
caste and strengthen the 
core values of Sanatan will 
be a signi� cant step toward 
social justice and equality.

Rajinder Singh Chib, 
former president of the 
Gho Manasa Municipal 
Committee, also empha-
sized the need to spread 
message of Guru Ravidass 
to the masses. He stressed 
that everyone should con-
tribute to strengthening 
the core values of Sanatan. 

On this occasion, prom-
inent attendees included 
Banarsi Lal, Yash Pal 
Angural, Sanjay Bakshi, 
Saul Singh, Tandav Dutt, 
Vijay Kumar, Madan Lal, 
Trilochan Singh, Harnam 
Singh, Bachan Lal, Rakesh 
Singh, and Ghar Singh.

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

Martand Singh, the great-
grandson of Maharaja 
Hari Singh Ji, has warmly 
welcomed the decision of 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla to extend translation 
services in Parliament to 
six additional languages, 
including Dogri.

Hailing this move as a 
historic step towards lin-
guistic inclusivity, Mar-
tand Singh emphasized 
that the inclusion of Dogri 
in parliamentary proceed-
ings is a matter of immense 
pride for the people of 
Jammu & Kashmir and 
Dogras worldwide. He 

stated, “This recognition 
of Dogri at the national 
level strengthens our cul-
tural heritage and ensures 
that the voice of Dogras is 
heard in the highest dem-
ocratic institution of the 
country.”

Notably, Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla has 

recently announced the 
extension of translation 
services to six more lan-
guages— Dogri, Bodo, Mai-
thili, Manipuri, Sanskrit, 
and Urdu. Until now, 
translation services were 
available in ten regional 
languages—Assamese, 
Bengali, Gujarati, Kanna-
da, Malayalam, Marathi, 
Odia, Tamil, and Telugu—
along with Hindi and Eng-
lish.

Martand Singh further 
highlighted that Dogri, one 
of the 22 languages listed 
in the Eighth Schedule of 
the Constitution, has a 
rich literary and cultural 
legacy. “This decision will 
encourage greater repre-

sentation of Dogri-speak-
ing parliamentarians and 
foster a deeper connec-
tion with our heritage,” 
he added.

He also expressed grati-
tude to the Central Govern-
ment for recognizing the 
linguistic diversity of the 
country and rea�  rmed his 
commitment to promoting 
and preserving the legacy 
of the Dogras. “This deci-
sion marks another signi� -
cant milestone in acknowl-
edging the cultural iden-
tity of Jammu & Kashmir 
and re� ects the govern-
ment's continued e� orts 
to strengthen regional 
languages in national dis-
course,” he added.

Movement Kalki's Struggle for 
Gau Mata Gains Momentum
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The historic movement led 
by Movement Kalki con-
tinued for the 119th con-
secutive day at Amphalla 
Chowk, Jammu. The pro-
test is focused on demand-
ing the recognition of Gau 
Mata (Mother Cow) as the 
‘Rashtra Mata’ (National 
Mother), the establish-
ment of a Sanatan Board, 
the construction of Gaush-
alas (cow shelters), and 
the enforcement of strict 
laws for cow protection.

As part of the move-
ment, a signi� cant meet-
ing was held today, bring-
ing together various social 
and religious organiza-
tions under the leadership 
of Yog Guru Shri Shri 1008 
Vijay Krishna Parashar Ji 
Maharaj. The discussions 
centered on future strate-
gies, with all participating 
organizations rea�  rming 
their commitment to the 
cause.

Representatives from 
multiple groups, including 
Jammu Province People 
Forum, 2024 MLA Con-
stitute United, M.P. Fan 
Group, Rajput Karni Sena, 
Anadhi Seva Samiti, and 
Gau Raksha Organization, 
participated in the meet-
ing. Several other social 
and religious organiza-
tions also extended their 
support.

The meeting resulted in 
key resolutions, including 
a � rm decision to continue 
the struggle until Gau Mata 
is officially recognized 
as ‘Rashtra Mata.’ The 

demand for the formation 
of a Sanatan Board to safe-
guard traditions and pro-
tect Sanatan Dharma was 
reiterated. Calls for the 
construction of Gaushalas 
and the implementation of 
strict cow protection laws 
were also emphasized. 
Concerns were raised over 
the government’s inaction, 
with a warning that the 
movement would intensi-
fy if immediate measures 
were not taken.

Yog Guru Shri Shri 1008 
Vijay Krishna Parashar Ji 
Maharaj, addressing the 
gathering, urged every-

one to unite in this sacred 
mission. He described 
the movement as a 
yajna for the protection 
of Sanatan Dharma and 
culture, emphasizing that 
sacri� ces must be made 
to uphold faith and tra-
ditions. He reminded the 
supporters of the guiding 
principle, "Jaan Jaye Par 
Vachan Na Jaye" (We may 
lose our lives, but we will 

never break our word).
Movement Kalki has 

called upon Sanatan dev-
otees and Gau Bhakts to 
actively participate in this 
movement, stressing that 
it is not just about cow 
protection but also about 
preserving the dignity and 
traditions of Hindu soci-
ety. Supporters have been 
urged to come forward in 
defense of Dharma and to 
raise their voices for their 
rights. The movement con-
tinues to gain momentum, 
with an increasing number 
of individuals and organi-
zations joining the cause.

Environmental building programme for CWSN 
held at GHS Brij Nagar, Zone Miran Sahib
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

Environmental building 
program under inclusive ( 
IE)Samagra Shiksha organ-
ised at Govt HS Brij Nagar 
Zone Miran Sahib .On this 
occasion, Principal GGHSS 
Miran Sahib Ashok Chopra 
addressed community 
members and explained 
brie� y inclusive education 
and urged HOIs of HS/MS/
PS to spread awareness 
about inclusive educa-
tion and provide all type 
of support to CWSN in 
schools .Dr. Harjeet Kour 
discussed in brief about 
the 21 types of disabilities 
of CWSN . A cultural item 
presented by the students 
of Govt MS  Brij Nagar. 
Principal Ashok Chopra 
also distributed prizes 
among specially abled 
students and teachers of 
zone.Lunch was also pro-
vided to the participants .

Principal GGHSS Miran 
Sahib Ashok Chopra in his 
address said that "Envi-

ronmental Building Pro-
gram under Inclusive (IE) 
Samagra Shiksha" refers to 
a speci� c initiative within 
the Samagra Shiksha 
scheme in India, focused 
on modifying and adapt-
ing school buildings to be 
accessible and inclusive 
for children with disabili-
ties, considering environ-
mental factors to create a 
suitable learning environ-
ment for all students. The 
core focus is on ensuring 
all children, including 
those with disabilities, can 
access education in a com-
fortable and supportive 
school environment. This 
is a comprehensive Indian 
government scheme 
aiming to provide quality 

education from pre-school 
to senior secondary level, 
with a strong emphasis on 
inclusivity, added Chopra.

 Dr. Harjeet Kour in her 
address said that overall, 
the "Environmental Build-
ing Program under Inclu-
sive Samagra Shiksha" aims 
to create inclusive learn-
ing environments within 
schools by addressing both 
physical accessibility and 
environmental factors, 
ensuring that all students 
can participate e� ectively 
in their education regard-
less of their abilities.

The programme is 
aimed at raising mass 
awareness among the 
community regarding 
initiatives of the Educa-

tion department and 
SAMAGRA Shiksha in 
particular for the bene� t 
& upliftment of specially-
abled children. She high-
lighted various schemes 
and bene� ts for the bet-
terment of the CWSN to 
achieve the goal aimed 
under Inclusive Educa-
tion. The participants 
appreciated the conduct 
of the programme. During 
the day-long programme, 
all guests and o�  cers/ o�  -
cials gave a message to the 
parents of  children with 
special needs (CWSN) that 
they may enroll their chil-
dren in Schools for want 
of Education, so as to pro-
vide them opportunity to 
achieve their goals, strive 
and thrive for indepen-
dent livelihood and society 
as well.The parents were 
made aware of schemes 
and benefits under the 
Inclusive Education Com-
ponent of SAMAGRA Shik-
sha for the upliftment, bet-
terment and bene� t of this 
community.

APS Damana attends an open day visitor 
programme – Pragyaan hosted by IIT Jammu
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

31 students of Army Public 
School Damana along with 
the two educators named    
Mr. Sourab Gupta HOD 
Science & Ms. Geeta Gupta 
TGT Science enthusiasti-
cally attended an open day 
visitor programme called 
PRAGYAAN 2025 hosted by 
IIT Jammu showcasing an 
Innovative and esteemed 
exhibitions celebrating a 
� esta  of innovation and 
creativity on 16 February 
25. The young prodigies 
gets mesmerized with a 
cosmic view of  the plan-
etarium exhubrating  the 
signi� cance of the Black-
hole .Further the students 
feel delighted to witness 
the open exhibition of the 
Scienti� c Models including 

the Drones and Robotics.
The students also acknowl-
edged the project on the 
Transportation System 
showcasing their under-
standing of modern mobil-
ity solutions and futuristic 
advancements in transport 
technology. With interac-
tive models and detailed 
explanations, the young 
minds effectively dem-
onstrated how evolving 
transportation networks 
can address contemporary 
challenges, such as tra�  c 
congestion, environmental 

sustainability, and urban 
planning. The exhibits 
highlighted the integration 
of smart technologies, eco-
friendly vehicles, and e�  -
cient infrastructure, leav-
ing the visitors  impressed 
with their research and 
execution.

Pragyaan  encouraged 
the  students to explore 
Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, and Mathe-
matics (STEAM) via Tech-
nology demonstrations 
showcasing the  Live dem-
onstrations of AI, robot-

ics, AR/VR, and UAVs.
It was also comprised of 
Science and innovation 
exhibition wherein the 
innovative projects were 
showcased exhibiting a 
cosmos of new discoveries 
of the scienti� c world.The 
programme was indeed 
a pedantic collaboration 
between educators and 
IIT Jammu.Further, the 
students gets mesmer-
ized with the view of the 
Art zones comprising of  
Painting, elocution, and 
creative showcases.The 
students felt grateful for 
the STEM career guidance 
helping them to explore 
the future career paths.
The event propelled scien-
ti� c temperament among 
the young minds  and was 
designed to spark their 
curiosity in STEAM. 
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AGENCIES
VIJAYAWADA, FEB 16

Five people, including 
a couple, were killed 
in two road accidents 
in Andhra Pradesh on 
Sunday.

Police said that three 
persons including a 
woman and his two sons 
were killed when the car 
in which they were travel-
ling collided with a lorry 
at Nemalipuri village in 
Rajupalem mandal in 

Palnadu district.
The deceased were 

identified as Sheik 
Najima, Nurullah and 
Habibullah. The acci-
dent took place when the 
deceased were going to 
Rajupalem village from 
Hyderabad. The police 
registered a case and 
shifted the bodies to the 
GGH in Narasaraopet for 
postmortem.

In another road acci-
dent, a couple was killed 
when the car in which 

they were travelling col-
lided with a lorry at Dod-
lavarimitta village in Pel-
lakuru mandal in Tirupa-
ti district. The deceased 
were identi� ed as Gannu 
Madhav Krishna (48) and 
Sarita Sumangal (43). 
The accident took place 
when the deceased were 
going to Tirupati from 
Hyderabad. The police 
removed the vehicle 
from the road and 
cleared the tra�  c after 
the accident.

RSS chief calls for unity of 
Hindus to safeguard India

Gadkari prays for welfare of people, 
and seeks Maa Ganga's blessings

AGENCIES
BARDHAMAN, FEB 16 

Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan 
Bhagwat on Sunday called 
upon the Hindu commu-
nity to unite for safeguard-
ing the country and show 
the world the path of peace 
and prosperity.

"India had been targeted 
since the time of Alexan-
der but so far no outside 
force, even the British, 
could settle permanently 
owing to the unity in diver-
sity of the Hindu com-
munity," Bhagwat told a 
massive gathering of the 
RSS karyakartas at the SAI 
Complex here in Purba 
Bardhaman district.

He also urged the people 
to join the RSS and feel the 
organisation from inside as 
there is no bar for anyone, 
nor any fee for the entry 
and each and everyone is 
also free to leave on his 
own if they � nd they are 
not � tting into it.

"Yes, if you come to 

the RSS you must also 
contribute for the better-
ment of India and do not 
expect any return," Bhag-
wat told the assembly, in 
which many women from 
the Matrushakti wing took 
part.

He said the RSS is the 
biggest organisation of 
the world as it has 70,000 
branches and stressed the 
importance of embracing 
the world's diversity, saying 
Hindu society believes that 
unity itself embodies diver-
sity.

The Sangh chief under-
scored the need for unity 
within Hindu society, 

saying challenges come 
even in good times.

He underlined the 
need to unite and organ-
ise Hindu society and said 
while problems are every-
where, one should be pre-
pared to overcome the 
bottlenecks together.

"What matters is how 
prepared we are to face 
them," he said.

Bhagwat said the people 
often ask why you focus on 
only Hindu organisations 
and "my answer is the 
responsible society of the 
country is Hindu society. 
We want to unite Hindus 
because the true succes-

sors of India are Hindus."
“Today is not a special 

event. A question arises in 
the mind of those unaware 
of the Sangh. If we need to 
answer what the ‘Sangh’ 
wants then I would say that 
the ‘Sangh’ wants to organ-
ise a Hindu society because 
the responsible society of 
the country is Hindu soci-
ety,” the RSS chief said.

Without naming Paki-
stan, he referred to India's 
partition in 1947.

"India has nature. They 
(a section of society) could 
not live with all those char-
acteristics, so they made a 
separate country. Hindus 
live by accepting the diver-
sity of the world, we nowa-
days say unity in diversity, 
and Hindus understand 
that diversity is unity," he 
maintained.

The RSS rally was organ-
ised after the Calcutta High 
Court allowed the meeting 
rejecting the West Bengal 
Police's objection citing the 
ongoing Class 10 examina-
tions 

AGENCIES
PRAYAGRAJ, FEB 16

Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Nitin Gadkari on Sunday 
expressed his joy after 
bathing in the Triveni 
Sangam, the con� uence 
of Ganga, Yamuna and 
Saraswat, along with his 
wife and family during 
Maha Kumbh.

Upon arriving at Praya-
graj Airport, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath warmly welcomed 
him and honoured him 
with a shawl. Following 
this, Gadkari proceeded to 
Triveni Sangam, where he 
performed the ritual bath 
and o� ered prayers with 
his family. His deep sense 
of ful� lment was evident, 
as his face radiated happi-
ness after the sacred dip.

Impressed by the metic-
ulous arrangements made 
for the Mahakumbh 2025, 
Gadkari lauded the e� orts 

of the Yogi government 
and the local administra-
tion. He acknowledged 
the massive scale of the 
event and emphasised that 
organising such an event 
seamlessly is no easy feat.

He said, "The UP govern-
ment and local administra-
tion have put in immense 
hard work, which is vis-
ible. This is why people 
from across the country 
are excited to visit this 
Maha Samagam and wit-
ness the unprecedented 
arrangements being made 
here."

The Union Minister 
expressed Maha Kumbh 
as a sacred festival that 
embodies the faith of the 
entire nation. He said 
that thousands of devo-
tees from his hometown, 
Nagpur, had also travelled 
to Prayagraj in their vehi-
cles, drawn by the spiritual 
signi� cance of the event.

He said, "I pray that 
everyone receives the 
blessings of Maa Ganga. 
May there be universal 
welfare and prosperity 
for all."

He also greeted the mas-

sive crowd of devotees 
gathered at the ghats for 
their ritual baths. Accom-
panying Gadkari during 
this spiritual journey 
were Industrial Develop-
ment Minister Nand Gopal 
Gupta Nandi and Trans-
port Minister Daya Shan-
kar Singh.

To share his spiri-
tual experience with the 
world, Gadkari posted 
pictures and videos of 
his bath and prayers on 
various social media plat-
forms. "Prayagraj... Har 
Har Gange! Today, I had 
the privilege of bathing 
and offering prayers at 
the holy Sangam during 
Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj. 
I received the blessings of 
the sacred Maa Ganga," he 
wrote.

He also posted a video 
of his meeting with CM 
Yogi Adityanath, express-
ing gratitude for the warm 
reception at Prayagraj Air-
port.

Don't wait for catastrophe, make 
earth green from now: Yogi
AGENCIES
PRAYAGRAJ, FEB 16

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Sunday said that instead 
of waiting for a catastro-
phe, the people should 
work towards a greener 
earth now, which is also 
Kumbh's message.

After inaugurating the 
Climate Conference on 
Faith and Climate Change 
at the Prayagraj Maha 
Kumbh, the CM said, 
"Humanity's survival is 
linked to all living beings' 
well-being. "If they thrive, 
we thrive, if they are in 
danger, so is our exis-
tence. We must not wait 
for a catastrophe but work 
towards a greener earth 
now. This is also Kumbh's 
message."

He stressed integrating 
environmental conscious-
ness with faith and taking 
concrete steps to address 
climate change. He also 
highlighted that safeguard-
ing nature and wildlife is 
essential to protect human 
civilization.

During the event, Yogi 
expressed his grief over 
the recent tragedy in Delhi 
and paid tribute to the 
departed souls.

Discussing climate 
responsibility in daily life, 
he pointed out behav-
ioral patterns at Maha 
Kumbh, where aerial sur-
veys showed empty park-
ing spaces while visitors 
parked on roads, causing 
congestion.

The CM urged people 
to use designated park-
ing areas, even if walking 

a little further, to ensure 
smoother movement and 
a better experience at the 
holy site. He called for col-
lective responsibility in 
tackling climate change, 
urging attendees to imple-
ment sustainable practices 
daily as part of the Maha 
Kumbh ethos.

He said that between 
January 13 and Febru-
ary 16, a record 52 crore 
devotees took a holy dip 
in the sacred con� uence 
of Ganga, Yamuna, and 
Saraswati. He emphasised 
that this is possible only 
due to the uninterrupted 
flow of water in these 
rivers, a divine blessing.

Yogi said, "Each devo-
tee who bathes here expe-
riences spiritual energy 
and shares this sacred con-
nection in their villages, 
inspiring more people to 
participate and elevating 
the event to unprecedent-
ed success."

Addressing environ-
mental concerns, he 
stressed that climate 
change is the root cause 
of carbon emissions and 
environmental pollution. 

He likened rivers to the 
arteries of Earth, caution-
ing that just as a body 
cannot survive if its arter-
ies dry up, a polluted or 
drying river system threat-
ens the planet's lifeline.

The CM said, "The gov-
ernment has taken proac-
tive measures to combat 
ecological challenges and 
banned single-use plastic 
to protect the environ-
ment. Besides, 210 crore 
saplings have been plant-
ed in UP over the past 
eight years, with 70-80 
percent survival rates for 
trees planted by the Forest 
Department and 60-70 
percent for those grown 
by other organisations."

He said, "The govern-
ment also promotes elec-
tric buses over diesel-
powered vehicles through 
dedicated policies and 
expansion programs. Fur-
thermore, dying rivers are 
being revived to restore 
natural water � ow."

He also highlighted 
the transformation of 
the Sangam area, where 
crores of devotees can 
take a holy dip daily, some-

thing previously seen only 
on Mauni Amavasya.

Yogi said, "The chan-
nelization of rivers and 
expansion of the Sangam 
area have ensured a steady 
� ow of 10,000 to 11,000 
cusecs of water, making 
this grand spiritual event 
even more accessible and 
sustainable."

He emphasised that 
while the government 
is making continuous 
e� orts, public participa-
tion is equally crucial in 
protecting the environ-
ment. He urged people to 
re� ect on their contribu-
tions, eliminating plastic 
from daily lives, stopping 
encroachment on rivers, 
preventing pollution, 
and showing compassion 
towards wildlife.

The CM stressed that as 
humans have a life cycle, 
so does Mother Earth. 
"Their survival is intercon-
nected. Only by preserv-
ing both can the universe 
thrive," he said.

Encouraging collec-
tive action, he suggested 
a simple yet meaningful 
step, planting a tree in 
honour of one's mother 
and another as an o� er-
ing of faith.

On this occasion, Jag-
adguru Shankaracharya 
Swami Vasudevanand 
Saraswati, head of Param-
arth Ashram Swami Chi-
danand Saraswati Muni, 
Jagadguru Swami Mukun-
danand, Forest and Envi-
ronment Minister Dr. Arun 
Kumar Saxena, and Minis-
ter of State KP Malik along 
with MLAs and o�  cials 
were present.

EAM meets Israeli FM, Fijian PM, 
Mongolian counterpart at Munich 
Security Conference
AGENCIES
MUNICH/NEW DELHI, FEB 16 

External A� airs Minister 
S Jaishankar met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar, Fiji’s PM and 
FM Sitiveni Rabuka, Fatih 
Birol, Executive Director 
of IAEA, and Battsetseg 
Batmunkh, the Foreign 
Minister of Mongolia, 
on the sidelines of the 
Munich Security Confer-
ence.

In posts on X, the EAM 
said that he and the Israeli 
FM discussed the situa-
tion in Middle East:

“Great to meet FM @
gidonsaar of Israel on 
sidelines of #MSC2025.

“Exchanged views on 
the current situation in 
West Asia/Middle East. 
Underlined the strength 
and signi� cance of our 
bilateral partnership.”

On his meeting with the 
Fijian PM and FM Rabuka, 
he posted:

“An honour to meet PM 
& FM @slrabuka of Fiji 
this evening.

“Always nice to hear his 
recollections, views and 
insights.”

He also met with Johann 
Wadephul, Deputy Chair-
man, Jürgen Hardt MdB 
and Thomas Erndl of the 
CDU·CSU of Germany.

“A pleasure interacting 
with Deputy Chairman 
@JoWadephul Johann 
Wadephul, @juergen-

hardt Jürgen Hardt MdB 
and @TErndl Thomas 
Erndl of @cducsubt 
CDU·CSU.

“Underlined mutually 
bene� cial opportunities 
in a stronger India - Ger-
many and India - EU part-
nership.”

The CDU (Christian 
Democratic Union) and 
CSU (Christian Social 
Union) are sister parties. 
Together they form the 
CDU/CSU block of the 
German Parliament

On his meeting with the 
IAEA executive director, 
he posted:

“Nice to see @fbirol 
Fatih Birol, Executive 
Director of @IEA on the 
sideline of #MSC2025.”

Fatih Birol in a post 

said:
“Pleasure to see India’s 

External Affairs Minis-
ter @DrSJaishankar in 
Munich & discuss the 
strong India-@IEA rela-
tionship, including the 
recent a�  rmation of � rm 
U.S. support for India to 
become a full IEA member 
highlighted at the meet-
ing of President Trump & 
Prime Minister Modi.”

The EAM also met with 
the Mongolian FM Battset-
seg Batmunkh.

“A warm conversation 
with FM @Battsetseg-
Batm2 of Mongolia today.

“Appreciate the steady 
advancement of India-
Mongolia cooperation. 
Spoke about deepening 
our engagement in cul-

ture, business, develop-
ment partnership and 
technology.”

The EAM also partici-
pated in a conversation 
on ‘Exception and Excep-
tionalism: Deciphering 
the 2025 World Order’ at 
the MSC.

“Joined President @
alexstubb Alexander 
Stubb of Finland, Lana 
Nusseibeh, @JonHunts-
man and @NathalieTocci 
for a conversation on 
‘Exception and Excep-
tionalism: Deciphering 
the 2025 World Order’ at 
#MSC2025.

“Highlighted the 
reshaping underway, 
impacting politics, econo-
my, technology and diplo-
macy.”

Stampede at ND rly station highlights failure of 
railways, insensitivity of govt: Rahul Gandhi
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16

Leader of Opposition in 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
on Sunday expressed 
shock and grief over the 
loss of lives in a stampede 
in the New Delhi Railway 
Station on Saturday night 
and said, "the incident 
highlights failure of rail-
ways and insensitivity of 
government".

Rahul Gandhi termed 
the incident as "extremely 
sad and distressing".

On social media handle 

X, Gandhi said, "The news 
of several people dead 
and many injured due to 
a stampede at the New 
Delhi Railway Station is 
extremely sad and dis-
tressing."

"I express my deep-
est condolences to the 
bereaved families and 
hope for the speedy recov-
ery of the injured. This 
incident once again high-
lights the failure of the 
Railway and the insensi-
tivity of the government," 
he said.

The Raebareli MP said, 

"Considering the large 
number of devotees 
going to Prayagraj, better 
arrangements should 
have been made at the 
station. The government 
and administration should 
ensure that no one should 
lose their life due to mis-
management and negli-
gence".

Meanwhile, party gen-
eral secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra too termed 
the incident as "extremely 
sad" and prayed for the 
speedy recovery of the 
injured.

Moreover, general sec-
retary KC Venugopal on 
X said, "The stampede at 
New Delhi Railway Station 
is shocking and deeply 
tragic. This kind of a 
disaster taking place in the 
national capital, under the 
direct watch of the Central 
Government, shows that 
the government is utterly 
incompetent and is only 
capable of PR, not actual 
management".

He said, "The Govern-
ment has again tried to 
downplay the situation. 
When will we know the 

exact � gures of the dead 
and injured? Why were 
crowd control measures 
not in place? Why did the 
railways not run special 
trains when they knew 
this crowd was to be 
anticipated in light of the 
Mahakumbh?"

It may be mentioned 
that at least 15 passengers, 
including three children, 
were killed and many 
more injured in a stam-
pede at the New Delhi 
Railway Station on Satur-
day evening, an o�  cial 
said.

Couple among five killed 
in two road accidents
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Indian Ocean a global lifeline, says EAM, outlines 
10 ways in which India is contributing
AGENCIES
MUSCAT/NEW DELHI, FEB 16

The Indian Ocean is a 
global lifeline, with its pro-
duction, consumption, 
contribution and connec-
tivity being central to the 
world, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar said 
today, adding that at its 
one end the Middle East 
conflict is going on and 
could escalate, while at its 
other end the Indo-Pacif-
ic is witnessing tensions, 
including over unilateral 
changes to the status quo.

Addressing the Indian 
Ocean Conference 2025: 
‘Voyage to New Horizons 
of Maritime Partnership’ 
in Muscat, the EAM out-
lined 10 ways in which 
India is contributing by 
rapidly strengthening 
its own capabilities and 
forging partnerships with 
Indian Ocean neighbours, 
near and far.

“In the Middle East/
West Asia, there is a seri-
ous conflict underway 
with the potential for fur-
ther escalation and com-
plication. At the same 
time, longstanding issues 
are being revisited, some-

times with a radically dif-
ferent approach. Its mari-
time consequence is vis-
ible in a serious disruption 
of global shipping, with 
considerable cost to our 
economies.

“The Indo-Pacific has 
been witnessing deeper 
tensions and sharper con-
testations. The scenario is 
intrinsically maritime in 
nature, involving respect 
for and observance of 
international law. There 
are other concerns, some 
related and some autono-
mous. Stronger assertions 
of interests is one issue; 
concern about unilateral 
changes to the status quo 
another,” the EAM said, 
in an oblique reference to 
China and its hegemonis-
tic behaviour in the South 
China Sea.

“From India’s own 
experience, we can say 
that adhering to agree-
ments and understand-
ings is a central element 
to ensuring stability and 
predictability,” he added, 
in reference to the India-
China LAC agreements.

The EAM said like 
other parts of the Global 
South, the Indian Ocean 

nations too face resource 
constraints and economic 
headwinds, with many 
struggling to meet their 
SDG targets. “In quite a 
few cases, debt is a seri-
ous concern. Some of that 
arises from stresses of the 
international economy, 
but in certain cases, from 
imprudent borrowing 
and unviable projects,” 
he said, in an allusion 
to countries falling into 
deep debt due to projects 
financed by Beijing.

He said in order to 
make rebuilding connec-
tivity in the region “a truly 
shared endeavor, it is vital 
to ensure that connectiv-
ity initiatives are consulta-
tive and transparent, not 
unilateral and opaque”—
in reference to China’s BRI 
connectivity projects.

Indian Ocean nations 
are also facing challenges 
to monitor their EEZ and 
secure their fishing inter-
ests. “Nor can they be 
impervious to illegal traf-
ficking of various kinds 
and the spectre of terror-
ism. Each of these dimen-
sions – and certainly their 
cumulative impact – has a 
strong maritime implica-

tion. Our journey to new 
horizons must necessarily 
focus on addressing these 
challenges,” the EAM said.

He outlined how India 
has been doing its bit in 
the Indian Ocean region.

From the time of Covid 
and its aftermath, India 
has been the source of 
vaccines, medicines, 
food, fuel and fertilizer 
for many countries in the 
region, with the biggest 
commitment being made 
to Sri Lanka – a financial 
package of USD 4 billion to 
stabilize its economy that 
had slid into a crisis.

He said the India–
Middle East–Europe Eco-
nomic Corridor (IMEC) 
and the India Myanmar 
Thailand Trilateral High-
way (IMTT) would be 

among the two key collab-
orative connectivity initia-
tives under consideration, 
as well as the Internation-
al North South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC). “India 
is obviously the common 
element in all of them. 
IMEC and INSTC have 
an explicit maritime seg-
ment, while the IMTT 
would provide a land link 
between India and the 
Pacific.”

India has been active 
as a First Responder in 
the Indian Ocean region, 
ranging from the conflict 
in Yemen, natural disas-
ters in Mozambique, 
Sri Lanka or Myanmar, 
earthquake in Nepal and 
Turkiye or a water crisis 
in the Maldives. Both off 
Mauritius and Sri Lanka, 

India has responded to 
significant oil spills.

India has been active 
in encouraging plurilat-
eral cooperation, with 
the Quad as the most 
notable of the initiatives 
that encourages interop-
erability and cooperation.

The Information Fusion 
Centre – Indian Ocean 
Region, located out-
side Delhi, is a common 
operating platform. ”By 
establishing coastal sur-
veillance radars and part-
nering on White Shipping 
agreements, maritime 
traffic is made safer and 
more secure for our col-
lective benefit.”

For more than a year, 
India has been partici-
pating in coordinated 
responses, including 
through the deployment 
of its naval forces, in the 
Northern Arabian Sea and 
Gulf of Aden, he said refer-
ring to the Houthi attacks 
on maritime shipping in 
the Red Sea region.

India has been par-
ticipating in training and 
equipping other navies 
and coast guards as part of 
this, in collaboration with 
countries like Vietnam, 

Mauritius, Mozambique 
and Sri Lanka.

“Ensuring trusted com-
munication in a digital 
era is a crucial national 
security objective. Par-
ticipating in consortiums 
is therefore an inevitable 
outcome. Both as gov-
ernment and as vendor, 
India is contributing its 
fair share and more in this 
regard,” he added.

“The Indo–Pacific is 
experiencing activity of 
both resident and non–
resident powers. Harmo-
nizing them is a challenge 
that India, in particular, is 
well placed to address. It 
has the confidence of the 
Global South as well as 
the credentials to engage 
major powers. We strive 
to ensure that agendas 
alien to our ethos and 
outlook are not inserted 
in the region. And equal-
ly encourage respect for 
UNCLOS in both spirit 
and letter,” the EAM said, 
in another barb at China 
that does not care to abide 
by international laws.

India has been energet-
ic in institution-building in 
the Indian Ocean region, 
like the Indian Ocean 

Rim Association (IORA) 
whose current Secretary 
General is a senior Indian 
diplomat; the BIMSTEC; 
the Indian Ocean Naval 
Symposium (IONS), the 
Colombo Security Con-
clave; the India Indo-Pacif-
ic Oceans Initiative and 
the Indian Ocean Confer-
ence, the EAM outlined.

“Our voyage to new 
horizons is best done as 
a coordinated flotilla of 
the Indian Ocean. We 
are understandably a 
diverse group in terms 
of history, geography, 
development, politics or 
culture. But what unites 
us is a common devotion 
to the well-being of the 
Indian Ocean region. In 
a volatile and uncertain 
era, we seek stability and 
security as the baseline. 
But beyond that, there 
are ambitions and aspi-
rations that we strive to 
achieve. They will be 
easier reached when we 
look out for each other, 
supplement our strengths 
and coordinate our poli-
cies. I can assure you all 
that India will be in the 
forefront of these endeav-
ours,” EAM said.

New Delhi station stampede toll rises to 
18, Railways announce compensation

Prez Murmu witnesses inaugural new 
format Change of Guard Ceremony

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16

The toll in the stampede 
at the New Delhi Railway 
Station has gone up to 18, 
with 12 others sustaining 
various degree of injuries, 
a hospital official said on 
Sunday.

Five children and 11 
women are among the 
dead, said the Chief Casu-
alty Medical Officer at 
LNJP Hospital.

"The death count is 18. It 
includes five children and 
11 women. Twelve others 
have varied degrees of 
injuries," the official said.

R a i l w a y s  h a v e 
announced compensation 
of Rs 10 lakh each to the 
next of kin of the people 
who lost their lives. Those 
sustaining serious injuries 
will get compensation of 
Rs 2.5 lakh each, while 
those with minor injuries 
will receive Rs 1 lakh.

CPRO, Northern Rail-

way, Himanshu Shekhar 
Upadhyay said a high-level 
investigation was on into 
the Saturday night stam-
pede. The situation was 
now normal.

"At the time of the 
incident, Patna-bound 
Magadh Express was 
standing on platform 14 
and Jammu-bound Uttar 
Sampark kranti Express 
was standing on platform 
15," he said

Himanshu said the inci-
dent occurred when a few 
passengers slipped on the 
stairs leading from the 
foot overbridge to the plat-
form, and the passengers 
following them got caught 
in the stampede.

The situation was trig-
gered by a huge rush of 
passengers arriving at the 
station to board special 
trains for the Maha Kumbh 
in Prayagraj.

Earlier, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi expressed 
his distress over the inci-
dent on X. He stated, “Dis-
tressed by the stampede at 
New Delhi Railway Station. 
My thoughts are with all 
those who have lost their 
loved ones. I pray that 
the injured have a speedy 
recovery. The authorities 
are assisting all those who 
have been affected by this 
stampede.” UNI JA SSP

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16

President Draupadi 
Murmu on Sunday wit-
nessed the inaugural show 
of the Change of Guard 
Ceremony in a new format 
at the Forecourt of Rash-
trapati Bhavan here.

The ceremony will be 
open to a larger number 
of visitors from next Sat-
urday i.e. February 22, 
in which people can wit-
ness a dynamic visual and 
musical performance, 
with the backdrop of the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, an 
official statement said.

Military drills by troops 
and horses of the Presi-
dent's Bodyguard, and 

troops of the Ceremonial 
Guard Battalion, along 
with Ceremonial Military 

Brass Band, spread over a 
larger area are part of the 
new format. 

New Delhi rly station stampede: Cong 
demands Ashwini Vaishnaw's resignation

Tripura CM discusses a wide range 
of issues with Amit Shah

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16

The Congress on Sunday 
described as a "massa-
cre" the stampede at the 
New Delhi Railway station 
that claimed 18 lives and 
accused Railway Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw of 
"hiding the death toll" and 
demanded his resignation.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the AICC office 
here, party spokesperson 
Supriya Shrinate said, 
"Instead of resigning, the 
Railway Minister is hiding 
the death figures and has 
engaged the entire depart-
ment for whitewashing 
everything".

"Instead of taking 
responsibility, the Railway 
Minister of this country 
has resorted to shame-
lessness and is writing 
'everything is fine'. Ashwi-
ni Vaishnav has no moral 
right to continue in his 
position. He should resign 

or the government should 
dismiss him," she said.

She further said, "The 
shamelessness of the 
Railway Minister was not 
new, he has been doing 
the same again and again. 
Whenever there is any 
train accident, he calls it 
a small incident".

She also alleged that to 
"hide the truth, phones of 
some reporters were con-
fiscated and they were 
asked to delete the foot-
age and also ID of a female 
reporter was snatched".

"Instead of expressing 

condolences and apologis-
ing for such an incident, 
the Railway Minister and 
the government were busy 
hiding the death figures 
which is even more grue-
some," Shrinate alleged.

Shrinate claimed that 
hours before the accident, 
a "safety review meeting of 
the Railway Ministry was 
held" and wanted to know 
what was the conclusion 
of that meeting.

She said that first there 
was a stampede at the 
Mahakumbh on January 
29 and yesterday a stam-

pede at New Delhi Rail-
way station. Seeing such 
incidents happening again 
and again as it seems that 
the life of a common man 
has no value, the Congress 
spokesperson alleged.

Meanwhile, senior Con-
gress leader Manish Tiwari 
termed the incident as 
"tragic and heartbreak-
ing".

Taking to his X handle, 
Tiwari said, "So tragic 
and heartbreaking. Total-
ly unnecessary loss of 
human lives. By tomor-
row it would be forgotten 
yet another statistic while 
shattered families are 
left to pick up the pieces 
of their lives. Human life 
does not really matter in 
our country".

Notably, the toll in the 
stampede at the New Delhi 
Railway Station has gone 
up to 18, with 12 others 
sustaining various degree 
of injuries, a hospital offi-
cial said on Sunday.

AGENCIES
AGARTALA, FEB 16

Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha met Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
in New Delhi, discussed 
the development road-
map and security issues, 
and reviewed relief efforts 
of the post-flood situation 
in the state.

Despite several peace 
agreements and devel-
opment packages that 
have been implemented 
to maintain peace and 
tranquility, there have 
been threats from differ-
ent groups after the fall 
of the Sheikh Hasina gov-
ernment in Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh's hostile situa-
tion and recent anti-Indian 
activities added concern 
to the bordering states.

“The matter became 
more concerning with the 
report of ISI activity and 

several meetings between 
Bangladesh Army officials 
and ISI in different loca-
tions bordering Indian 
locations. Cross-border 
movement of Bangladeshi 
nationals has also emerged 
as a threat to Northeast 
and West Bengal,” said a 
senior police official here.

However, Chief Minister 
Dr Manik Saha said, “Had 
a productive meeting with 
Amit Shah ji in New Delhi 
and we discussed various 
issues. I appreciate his 

valuable inputs & con-
tinued support.” Before 
Shah’s meeting, Dr Saha 
had called on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Saturday.

Dr Saha said that about 
17 lakh people were affect-
ed and over four lakh 
people had to be shifted 
to 889 relief camps due to 
the catastrophic flood in 
August last year. At least 38 
people died in landslides 
and washed away while 
a total of 58,687 houses 

were damaged.
The state estimated a 

loss of around Rs 15,000 
crore in the flood and 
sought a package from 
the central government 
for restoration and reha-
bilitation works. Several 
organizations, NGOs, and 
individuals donated a 
huge amount of money to 
CM’s relief fund, besides 
clothes, household items, 
study materials, and relief 
items.

Still, a large portion 
of loss has not yet been 
recovered for which the 
state is persuading central 
government to provide 
funds. The Inter-Ministe-
rial Central Team visited 
Tripura and inspected the 
situation and damages. An 
amount of Rs 564 crore, 
including funds from state 
exchequer, was allocated 
to address the disaster so 
far, officials added.

2nd US army plane lands at Amritsar airport
AGENCIES
AMRITSAR, FEB 16

Second USA army plane 
carrying 116 illegal immi-
grants landed at Amritsar 

airport late Saturday night.
The plane landed 

at 11:30 PM. Out of 116 
people, 65 belonged to 
Punjab and 33 belonged 
to Haryana.

Eight persons were from 
Gujarat. Two each from 
UP, Goa, Maharashtra and 
Rajasthan and one each 
from Himachal Pradesh 
and Jammu Kashmir.
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BCCI announces schedule for Tata IPL 2025
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, FEB 16

Defending champions Kol-
kata Knight Riders (KKR) 
will set the ball rolling 
in the 18th edition of the 
Indian Premier League 
(IPL) as they host Royal 
Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB) in the tournament 
opener at Eden Gardens, 
Kolkata, on March 22, 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
announced on Sunday.

Aa per the schedule 
released by the BCCI, the 
final is slated for May 25.

A total of 74 matches 
will be played across 13 
venues during the tourna-
ment, including 12 double-
headers. The afternoon 

fixtures will begin at 3-30 
P.M. The evening matches 
begin at 7-30 p.m.

The season's first 
double-header will take 
place on March 23, fea-
turing Sunrisers Hyder-
abad (SRH) taking on 
Rajasthan Royals (RR) in 
an afternoon fixture at 
Hyderabad, followed by 

a high-voltage encounter 
between five-time IPL 
champions Chennai Super 
Kings (CSK) and Mumbai 
Indians (MI) at MA Chid-
ambaram Stadium, Chen-
nai, in the evening.

Delhi Capitals (DC) and 
Lucknow Super Giants 
(LSG) will open their cam-
paign against each other in 

Visakhapatnam on March 
24. Gujarat Titans (GT) will 
play their first home game 
at the Narendra Modi Sta-
dium, Ahmedabad, against 
Punjab Kings (PBKS) on 
March 25.

Three franchises will 
split their home games 
between two venues. Delhi 
Capitals will play their 
matches in Visakhapat-
nam and at Arun Jaitley 
Stadium in New Delhi.

Rajasthan Royals will 
host two games in Guwa-
hati against KKR and CSK 
before moving to their pri-
mary home venue, Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium, Jaipur.

Punjab Kings will play 
four home matches at 
the New PCA Stadium in 
New Chandigarh, while 

the remaining three home 
fixtures—against LSG, DC, 
and MI—will be staged at 
Dharamsala's picturesque 
Himachal Pradesh Cricket 
Association Stadium.

Following the conclu-
sion of the league stage, 
the playoffs will be held 
across Hyderabad and 
Kolkata.

Hyderabad will host 
Qualifier 1 and the Elimi-
nator on May 20 and 21, 
respectively, while Kol-
kata will stage Qualifier 
2 on May 23. The grand 
finale of the tournament 
is scheduled for May 25, 
bringing down the curtain 
on yet another edition of 
the premier T20 league. 
The venue for the final will 
be announced later.

Premier League: Everton's 
Alcaraz late goal give high 
burden to Crystal Palace
AGENCIES
LONDON, FEB 16

Carlos Alcaraz scored the 
winner on his first Premier 
League start for Everton 
as the Toffees beat Crystal 
Palace to continue their 
fine form under David 
Moyes.

Alcaraz, who joined on 
loan from Flamengo in 
January, side-footed home 
from a close-range with 10 
minutes remaining, after 
Will Hughes had diverted 
Ashley Young's low drive 
into his path, the BBC 
reported.

In-form Beto had given 
the Toffees a first-half lead 
with a composed finish 
from Alcaraz's pass, barely 
a minute after Ismaila Sarr 
had struck the underside 
of the crossbar for Palace.

But the hosts were back 
on level terms early in 
the second half, with the 
video assistant referee 
(VAR) eventually award-

ing Jean-Philippe Mateta's 
close-range finish after a 
lengthy check for offside 
against the Frenchman.

Oliver Glasner's team 
were the better side 
before half-time and 
briefly thought they had 
gone in front when Jeffer-
son Lerma sent a header 
past Jordan Pickford, but 
Justin Devenny's corner 
was ruled to have gone out 
of play before reaching the 
midfielder.

Dean Henderson pro-
duced a fine one-handed 
save to keep out Jesper 

Lindstrom's effort not long 
after Mateta's equaliser, 
before Beto shot straight 
at the Palace goalkeeper as 
Everton sought to regain 
their advantage.

The visitors finally got 
the goal they deserved 
for their second-half dis-
play when Alcaraz slotted 
home to earn Moyes' side 
a fourth win in five league 
matches.

The victory puts Ever-
ton level on points with 
Palace, who remain in 12th 
because of their superior 
goal difference.

Premier League: Ipswich 10 men's 
play draw game with Aston Villa
AGENCIES
BIRMINGHAM, FEB 16

Struggling Ipswich Town delivered a battling perfor-
mance to hold Aston Villa to a Premier League draw at 
Villa Park, despite playing nearly an hour with 10 men. 
A largely uneventful first-half was brought to life when 
Ipswich's Axel Tuanzebe brought down Jacob Ramsey 
on the edge of the penalty area, earning the former Villa 
defender a second yellow card, the BBC reported. The 
visitors had defended well up to that point and had to 
survive heavy pressure early in the second-half, but they 
stunned Villa Park when Liam Delap beat Axel Disasi to 
Omari Hutchinson's low cross and steered the ball into 
the far corner. Amid growing exasperation among the 
Villa supporters, Ollie Watkins equalised from close range 
after half-time substitute Marcus Rashford had rattled the 
crossbar from a free-kick. Fellow February arrival, Marco 
Asensio blazed over the bar from an excellent position 
before forcing Ipswich goalkeeper Alex Palmer into a 
superb one-handed save, as Villa pushed for a winner. 
Palmer produced another magnificent stop deep into 
added time after a Rashford cross was deflected towards 
goal by Conor Townsend, but the visitors held on to claim 
a share of the spoils. The point lifts Ipswich above 19th-
placed Leicester on goal difference, while Villa climbed 
to ninth.

Former world no 1 Jitu 
Rai appointed as new pistol 
coach by NRAI
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, FEB 16

Former world number one and Padma Shri and Khel 
Ratna awardee, Jitu Rai, was appointed as new coach 
of 10 metre Air Pistol national squad by National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI) on Sunday. Among several 
key decisions taken at the Governing Body meeting of 
the NRAI) held at Constitution Club in the national capi-
tal earlier today, several former shooters were appoint-
ed as coaches of the national team. Also appointed as 
Head Coach (Rifle) and High-Performance Coach (25m), 
respectively, were Dronacharya award recipients Deepali 
Deshpande and Jaspal Rana, who have made a comeback 
into the national coaching setup, according to an NRAI 
media release. In all, a total of 16 new members were 
appointed to the coaching team, with 19 being retained, 
including one coordinator (Amar Jung Singh) and two 
coaches (Priti Sharma and Anuja Jung) for Deaf Shooters. 
As well as former internationals Pooja Ghatkar (10m Air 
Rifle), Pemba Tamang (25m Pistol), Amarinder Cheema 
(Skeet) and Varsha Tomar (Trap) among others. Two 
High-Performance Managers, namely Mansher Singh and 
Ronak Pandit, have also been appointed for the disci-
plines of Shotgun and Pistol, respectively. Besides Jaspal, 
others who have been appointed High-Performance 
Coaches include D S Chandel (Air Rifle), Anwer Sultan 
(Trap) and Manoj Kumar (50m Rifle). Seasoned Vikram 
Chopra (Shotgun) and Samaresh Jung (Pistol) have also 
been retained and will form a troika of Head Coaches 
alongside Deepali.

Tripura to host 73rd B N Mullik 
Memorial All India Police Football
AGENCIES
AGARTALA, FEB 16

Tripura is set to host the prestigious 73rd B N Mullik 
Memorial All India Police Football Championship from 
February 24 with 43 teams including 9 women groups 
participating in five grounds in different parts of the state 
up to March 7. Sports and Youth Affairs Minister Tinku 
Roy said that the department has undertaken all prepa-
rations for the success of the tournament and to ensure 
a memorable stay in Tripura for visiting football teams. 
The teams of BSF, CRPF, RPF, and CISF along with dif-
ferent state police forces will participate in the events. 
As many as 34 men football teams and 9 women teams 
of police will play matches at Umakanta mini stadium of 
Agartala, Tulabagan stadium of Mohanpur, Sachindra 
Colony ground, and Jampuijala football ground in Jira-
nia and Chandrapur ground in Udaipur. The prestigious 
tournament, named after B N Mullik, a former Director 
of the Intelligence Bureau, is a significant event in India's 
police sports calendar, bringing together police teams 
from across the country, police officials stated.

Hyderabad Runners hosts 
Club Run 2025 at Hyderabad 
Central University
AGENCIES
HYDERABAD, FEB 16

The 16th edition of the 
annual Club Run 2025, 
organized by Hyderabad 
Runners, was held on 
Sunday at the Hyder-
abad Central University 
Campus, Gachibowli.

The event featured 
10K and Half Marathon 
(21.1 km) races, attracting 
enthusiastic participation 
from runners across the 
city.

As a part of the event, 
the Couch25K training 
program was conducted 
at 26 locations, where 626 
participants underwent 
an eight-week training 
regimen before complet-
ing their 5K graduation 
run. The event aimed to 
encourage fitness and 
long-distance running 
among enthusiasts of all 
levels.

The run was flagged 
off by Vijay Raju, Direc-

tor of Anvita Group, Atul 
Sharma, COO of Shriram 
Life, and Dr G Vineet, DCP 
Madhapur Law & Order.

Approximately 3,000 
runners from the twin 
cities took part in the 
race, including a signifi-
cant number of students 
and staff from Hyderabad 
Central University.

As a qualifying race for 
the Hyderabad Marathon, 
participants gave their 
best efforts to clock per-
sonal record timings.

Apollo Spectra Hospi-
tals provided emergency 
medical support for the 
event, ensuring the safety 
and well-being of all par-
ticipants.

In the Half Marathon 
(21.1 km) category, Avik 
Pal won the Men’s Race 
with a timing of 1 hour 18 
minutes 57 seconds, while 
Neliswe Magongo secured 
first place in the Women’s 
Race with a time of 1 hour 
38 minutes 39 seconds.

In the 10K Race, Chaud-
hary Balmiki emerged 
victorious in the Men’s 
Category with a time of 
38 minutes 05 seconds, 
while Kitu Sheoran won 
the Women’s Category in 
49 minutes 32 seconds.

The top three runners 
in each category were 
felicitated by Vijay Raju, 
Atul Sharma, and Rishitha 
Reddy Basireddy, an ITF-
ranked tennis player with 
a World Rank of 188 and 
a National Rank of 3. She 
has won 7 singles titles and 
4 doubles titles in junior 
tournaments.

Dignitaries present at 
the felicitation ceremony 
included Ram Katiki-
neni (Executive Member, 
Hyderabad Runners), 
Arun Kumar Kaliappan 
(Secretary, Hyderabad 
Runners), Raghu Peetam-
baran (Treasurer, Hyder-
abad Runners), and Ajit 
Mishra (Race Director, 
Club Run 2025).

India lose to Spain in FIH 
Pro League opener
AGENCIES
BHUBANESWAR, FEB 16

The Indian men’s hockey 
team began its FIH Pro 
League 2024-25 campaign 
with a 1-3 defeat to Spain 
at the Kalinga Stadium 
here on Saturday.

Sukhjeet Singh netted 
the lone goal for world No. 
5 India, while Borja Lacal-
le (28'), Ignacio Cobos 
(38') and Bruno Avila (56') 
found the target for the 
eighth-ranked Spanish 
outfit.

India started aggres-
sively and earned an early 
penalty corner in the third 
minute, but Jugraj Singh's 
drag-flick was well inter-
cepted by Spain’s first 
rusher.

The hosts had another 
chance to take the lead 
in the 14th minute when 
a well-directed pass by 
Abhishek found Lalit 
Upadhyay, who made a 
skilful run but failed to 
convert.

Goalkeeper Suraj Kar-
kera replaced Krishan 
Pathak in the second 
quarter, as India pressed 
forward. Abhishek and 
Sukhjeet Singh spear-
headed the attack, cre-
ating multiple chances. 

The breakthrough came 
in the 25th minute when 
Sukhjeet latched onto a 
pass from Jarmanpreet 
Singh, recovered from a 
missed trap, and fired a 
reverse hit into the net.

India immediately won 
another penalty corner 
but failed to capitalise. 
Spain levelled proceed-
ings in the 28th minute 
through Borja Lacalle, 
ensuring both teams went 
into half-time locked at 1-1.

Spain piled on the pres-
sure in the third quarter, 
forcing Krishan Pathak 
into multiple saves. They 
earned back-to-back pen-
alty corners in the 33rd 

and 35th minutes but 
were denied by the Indian 
defence. However, Ignacio 
Cobos put Spain ahead in 
the 38th minute, convert-
ing a penalty corner with 
precision.

Spain continued their 
dominance in the final 
quarter and sealed the 
contest in the 56th minute 
when Bruno Avila’s drag-
flick beat the Indian 
defence, marking his 
maiden international goal.

India will have an 
opportunity to make 
amends when they face 
Spain again in their next 
FIH Pro League fixture on 
Sunday.

Real and Atletico Madrid 
both slip up in LaLiga
AGENCIES
MADRID, FEB. 16

FC Barcelona has the 
chance to go to the top of 
LaLiga if it beat Rayo Val-
lecano on Monday after 
Real Madrid and Atletico 
Madrid were both held to 
draws on Saturday.

Real Madrid dropped 
two points as it was held to 
a 1-1 draw away to Osasuna 
in a game Carlo Ancelotti's 
side had to play for over 
50 minutes with 10 men 
after Jude Bellingham was 
sent off for swearing at 
referee Jose Luis Munuera 
Martinez.

Kylian Mbappe had put 
Madrid ahead with a pow-
erful finish after 15 min-
utes after Fede Valverde's 
low cross, but Ante Budi-
mir equalized for Osasuna 
in the 58th minute from 
the penalty spot after he 

had been caught late by 
Eduardo Camavinga.

Both sides looked for a 
winning goal, but Madrid 
went closest in the closing 
moments with Osasuna 
goalkeeper Sergio Herrera 
producing a reflex save to 
deny Mbappe.

Real Madrid's draw 
meant that a home win 
for Atletico Madrid against 
Celta Vigo would take it to 
the top of the table, but 
Diego Simeone's side got 
off to the worst possible 
start when Pablo Barrios 
was sent off for a danger-
ous challenge after only 
seven minutes.

Atletico didn't have a 
shot on target in the first 
half and fell behind when 
Iago Aspas scored from 
the penalty spot after a 
foul on Borja Iglesias, but 
Alexander Sorloth saved 
a point for Atletico when 

he bullied his way past the 
Celta defense to score an 
excellent individual goal 
nine minutes from time.

Valencia helped its 
cause of avoiding relega-
tion with a 1-1 draw away 
to fifth place Villarreal, 
who is now three places 
behind Athletic Club.

Umar Sadiq began to 
justify his January sign-
ing with a powerful 83rd 
minute header to save a 
point for Valencia after 
Pape Gueye had put Vil-
larreal ahead in the 31st 
minute with a spectacular 
left-foot shot.

Leganes and Alaves 
shared six goals in a thrill-
ing game between two 
sides battling to avoid rel-
egation.

Getafe continued its 
unbeaten start to 2025 
with a 2-1 win away to 
Girona on Friday.

District Level Sports meet 
organised by NYKS concludes

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEB 16

The 2 days District Level 
Sports Meet organised by 
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sanga-
than under the Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports, 
Govt of India success-
fully concluded today at 
Jammu. The program was 
held under the aegis of MY 
Bharat (Mera Yuva Bharat) 
an initiative of Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports. 

A total of 6 Sports Events 
were organised in which the 
winners of 6 clusters level 
sports meet participated. 
The cluster level meet 
were held in the months of 
December, 2024 and Janu-
ary 2025 in Nagrota, R.S 
Pura, Bhalwal, Akhnoor, 
Satwari and Bishnah. 

In the Volleyball Mens 
Group event, Shri Ram 
youth club emerged vic-
torious while the Bishnah 

Youth Club emerged runner 
up. In the Kho Kho Wom-
en’s Round, Bishnah Youth 
Club emerged victorious 
while Akhnoor Kho Kho 
club was the Runner Up. 

In the Badminton Sin-
gles Women Round, Mini 
Manzoor , Shravya secured 
First and Second Spot while 
Mehvish Malik was third. In 
the Skipping Rope Women 
Round, Mini Manzoor 

secured the top spot ,while 
Roshan Bibi and Manisha 
Khanna were the runner 
ups. In the 100 Metre 
Men’s Event, Aadil khokhar, 
Himanshu Sharma , Rakesh 
Singh secured first, second 
and third prize respectively. 
In the Men’s Shot Put Event, 
Mohd. Yaseen , Arbaaz and 
Tanush Salgotra secured 
first, second and Third 
prize respectively.
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Sakeena Itoo flags off 
250 EWS students for cultural 
tour under ‘Watan ko Jaano’
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 16

Minister for Health and 
Medical Education, Social 
Welfare and Education, 
Sakeena Itoo, today flagged 
off a group of 250 school 
children for cultural tour 
to Delhi, Jaipur and Ajmer 
under ‘Watan ko Jaano’ 
Youth Exchange pro-
gramme.

The 13 day tour is being 
organised by the Social 
Welfare department in col-
laboration with Union Min-
istry for Home Affairs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sakeena Itoo high-
lighted that this Youth 
Exchange programme will 
provide an exposure of 

social and cultural diversity 
of country to these young 
students.

“This exposure tour is 
a unique opportunity for 
EWS students from gov-
ernment schools of remote 
regions to learn and experi-
ence new things, which will 

benefit them throughout 
their lives,” Sakeena stated.

She underlined that the 
Omar Abdullah led gov-
ernment is committed to 
provide quality education 
for students of all back-
grounds and regions. “Our 
government is determined 

to broaden the horizons of 
education for students of 
backward classes as well as 
of remote and rural areas”, 
the Minister maintained.

She further emphasized 
on the importance of such 
educational tours in broad-
ening students knowledge 
as well as fostering holis-
tic development. She also 
encouraged the students 
to document their experi-
ences throughout the trip.

After the flag-off cer-
emony, the Minister also 
inspected the buses and 
assessed facilities avail-
able for the students. She 
also interacted with the 
students and asked them 
to take maximum benefit 
from this exposure tour.

Awareness cum Training prog on New 
Criminal Laws, Drug Abuse held at Shopian
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, FEBRUARY 16

In an ongoing effort to 
combat the growing issue 
of drug abuse among 
the youth through multi 
pronged strategy and cre-
ating awareness on New 
Criminal laws, District 
Administration Shopian  
on Saturday organised an 
enlightening awareness 
programme for the gener-
al public at Government 
Degree College, Shopian.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Shopian, 
Shishir Gupta was the 
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion.

The event aimed to 
educate the public and 
students about the dan-
gers of drug abuse, pre-
vention strategies, and 
appropriate responses 
in case of encountering 
drug-related situations 
alongwith popularising 
the new criminal laws.

While speaking on the 
occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner appealed 
for strengthening the col-
laborative approach of 
all stakeholders includ-
ing government depart-
ments, agencies, com-
munities and families in 
order to tackle the drug 

addiction among the vul-
nerable sections of the 
society.

DC said that drug 
addiction is a severe prob-
lem and has disastrous 
social and economic con-
sequences.

To eradicate drug 
abuse, a combination of 
awareness, legal actions, 
rehabilitation measures 
and social support is 
essential, he said.

A collective effort from 
the Government, commu-
nities and individuals can 
help in creating a drug- 
free society, DC stated.

Deputy Commissioner 
also stressed for maintain-
ing cleanliness around 
surroundings and called 

for public cooperation in 
eradicating the menace of 
non biodegradables.

Legal professionals 
while speaking said that 
rehabilitation should be 
prioritised over punish-
ment for addicts and laws 
and regulations should be 
enforced strictly to con-
trol drug trafficking in the 
district.

Experts from the Police 
and legal professionals 
also delivered engaging 
lectures, empowering 
gathering with essential 
knowledge of new crimi-
nal laws in vogue.

Later, a rally was con-
ducted which originated 
from GDC and passed 
through the bazaars of 

Shopian town and cul-
minated at Clock Tower, 
Shopian with themes of 
Plastic Free Society and 
Drug Free Shopian.

On the occasion, other 
speakers highlighted the 
main features of New 
Criminal laws and delib-
erated on handling of 
non-bidegradable mate-
rial also.

ADDC, Dr. Nasir Ahmed 
Lone, ADC, Dr .Zakir Hus-
sain Fayaz,CEO, CMO, 
ACP, Tehsildar Shopian, 
College Faculty, youth 
and students of various 
educational institutions 
participated in the aware-
ness and training pro-
gramme along with other 
stakeholders and public.

DC B'pora Chairs Meeting on Waste 
Management Action Plan for Wular Lake
JI NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 16

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Bandipora, Man-
zoor Ahmad Qadri today 
chaired a meeting to dis-
cuss the preparation of an 
action plan for waste man-
agement in and around 
Wular Lake in the VC room 
of the Mini Secretariat 
Bandipora.

The meeting focused 
on the strategic plan to 
address waste manage-
ment and conservation 
issues concerning Wular 
Lake.

It was informed that the 
district is set to address 
waste management in 30 
villages, including 8 vil-
lages from Baramulla and 
22 villages in Bandipora, 
including the town.

During the meeting,  
it was revealed that the 
action plan will focus 
on several key aspects 

including Solid Waste 
Management and address 
the treatment of 23 major 
inlets, local drainage 
system renovation, and 
waste segregation at the 
source, focusing on bio-
degradable and non-bio-
degradable waste.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC emphasized 
the need for a compre-
hensive and sustainable 
approach to solid waste 
management, outlining 

the importance of collab-
oration between various 
departments and agen-
cies to ensure the success-
ful implementation of the 
action plan. 

DC stressed that this 
Action Plan will transform 
Wular Lake into a model 
of environmental manage-
ment.

He emphasized the 
need for innovative solu-
tions to address the waste 
management challenges 

in and around Wular Lake 
and highlighted that this is 
a new issue requiring cre-
ative and effective strate-
gies. 

Deputy Commissioner 
M. A. Qadri directed the 
Pollution Control Board 
to submit inputs regard-
ing waste hazards, which 
will be incorporated in the 
action plan.

Among others, the 
meeting was attended 
by Chief Executive Direc-
tor WUCMA, Mohammad  
Younis Malik; Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment Bandipora, Irfan 
Bahadur; , Chief Plan-
ning Officer Bandipora,  
Mohammad Maqbool 
Lone, Project Coordinator 
WUCMA, Owais Farooq 
Mir; Coordinator Water 
Management WUCMA; 
Altaf Hussain Dentoo,  
District Officer Pollution 
Control Board and other 
concerned.

DC B'pora Reviews Progress of JJM in District
JI NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, FEBRUARY 16

The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora, 
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, 
today convened a meet-
ing at the Mini Secretariat 
Bandipora to review the 
ongoing progress of the 
Jal Jeevan Mission ( JJM) in 
the district. 

The meeting focused 
on evaluating various 
ongoing schemes under 
JJM to ensure their timely 
completion. The meeting 
discussed the status of JJM 
schemes in the Sumbal 
Sub-Division, where 11 
out of 29 schemes have 
been completed. Addi-
tionally, the civil work of 
18 schemes has been final-
ized, with mechanical 
work currently underway. 

DC directed the officers 
to bring any issues or chal-
lenges to the attention of 
the district administration 
for their prompt resolu-
tion,  ensuring that the 

schemes are completed 
on time.

Reviewing the progress 
of Gurez Sub-Division, 
DC was informed that 
90% of the work on all 

JJM schemes has been 
completed besides the 
meeting also reviewed the 
progress and discussed 
various issues concerning 
the implementation of JJM 
schemes in the Bandipora 
Division.

DC reiterated the need 
for collective efforts to 
expedite the completion 
of these essential water 
supply projects to ensure 
the provision of safe drink-
ing water to every house-
hold under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission.

Among others the meet-
ing was attended by ADDC 
Mohammad Ashraf Bhatt, 
ACD Irfan Bahadur, CPO 
Mohammad Maqbool, 
ExEn PHE,  District  Offi-
cers of various depart-
ments and other con-
cerned officialsDir Animal Husbandry 

reviews HADP scheme 
at Anantnag
JI NEWS SERVICE
ANANTNAG, FEBRUARY 16

In a significant move to 
enhance the livestock 
sector in the region, Dr. 
Parvinder Singh Sudan, 
Director of the Animal 
Husbandry Department 
(AHD) Kashmir, conducted 
a comprehensive review of 
the Holistic Animal Devel-
opment Program (HADP) 
scheme in a meeting at 
Anantnag.

The meeting aimed to 
assess the progress and 
implementation of vari-
ous initiatives under the 
HADP, which is designed 
to improve animal health, 
productivity, and over-
all livelihoods for farm-

ers. The review meeting 
included discussions 
on challenges faced in 
implementing the HADP 
scheme and strategies 
for overcoming these 
obstacles. On the occa-
sion, Dir appreciated the 
exemplary work of  Chief 
Animal Husbandry Officer 
Anantnag, Dr. Javed Zarger 
& his team in the district  
Dr. Sudan emphasized 
that continuous monitor-
ing and evaluation are cru-
cial for achieving desired 
outcomes from such 
schemes. He encouraged 
all stakeholders involved 
to remain committed to 
their roles in fostering 
sustainable development 
within animal husbandry.

Power Shutdown
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 16

According to CE KPDCL that in order to carry out 
shifting of 132 KV CT’s / LA’s in Delina Pattan Ckt-II , 
the power supply  of 33kv feeders including Pattan, 
HMT, Markandal, Gulmarg and areas including Magam, 
Mirgund, Markandal, Sumbal, Tangmarg, Hamray, 
Palhallan, Singhpora, Hanjiwera shall remain affected 
on February 17 from 10:00AM to 2:00PM.

MD KPDCL reviews 
Power Senario in 
Pulwama, Shopian

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, FEBRUARY 16

MD KPDCL Mahmood 
Ahmad Shah conducted 
review of the power sce-
nario and progress on var-
ious projects in Pulwama 
and Shopian.

He also reviewed buffer 
stock of repaired trans-
formers and the imple-
mentation of centrally 
sponsored schemes like 
PM Surya Ghar.

While assessing power 
situation, he emphasized 
maintaining smooth power 
supply to both urban and 
rural areas & stressed 
on ensuring a stock of 
repaired transformers in 
view of ensuing Ramadan. 
Officers were directed 

to swiftly restore 
power in case of 
weather-related 
damages and to 
replace transform-
ers promptly.

MD also dis-
cussed the PM 
Surya Ghar scheme, 
which provides free 
electricity connec-
tions to consumers. 
A total of 1101 appli-
cations have been 
received, with 68 
units installed so 

far. Shah instructed offi-
cers to complete installa-
tions by March 2025 and 
continue raising awareness 
to maximize benefits for 
consumers.

He also inspected key 
infrastructure, includ-
ing the 250 MVA Grid 
Station in Shopian and 
several receiving stations 
and feeders. He reviewed 
ongoing RDSS distribu-
tion works, especially for 
LTAB cabling, which would 
enable the installation of 
smart meters and ensure 
a more reliable power 
supply.

Finally, the MD empha-
sized the importance of fol-
lowing all safety protocols 
for workers and co-work-
ers during these projects.

Commissioner JMC launches 
Garbage Hotspot Challenge ahead 
of Swachh Survekshan 2024
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, FEBRUARY 16

Commissioner, Jammu 
Municipal Corpora-
tion ( JMC), Dr. Devansh 
Yadav, today undertook 
an extensive tour of vari-
ous wards under JMC’s 
jurisdiction to assess 
sanitation measures and 
ensure cleanliness across 
the city.

During the visit, Dr. 
Yadav directed munici-
pal officers to expedite 
the removal of accumu-
lated garbage, stressing 
the need for prompt and 
efficient waste disposal. 
Expressing concern over 
improper waste disposal 
by certain hotels and 
restaurants in Greater 
Kailash, he instructed 
authorities to impose 
fines of up to Rs 50,000 
on establishments found 
dumping garbage into 
drains.

The Commissioner also 

visited several localities, 
including Gangyal, Digia-
na, Dashmesh Nagar, Kun-
jwani, Channi Himmat, 
Deeli, Narwal, Janipur, 
and Paloura Top, where 
he interacted with sanita-
tion workers and officials. 
In view of the upcom-
ing Swachh Survekshan 
2025, he emphasized the 
importance of maintain-
ing high sanitation stan-
dards and instructed staff 
to work in double shifts 
to ensure comprehensive 

cleanliness.
Dr. Yadav urged resi-

dents to actively partici-
pate in maintaining clean-
liness in their respective 
wards and support JMC’s 
efforts in making Jammu 
a cleaner and healthier 
city. He also announced 
that citizens can report 
garbage hotspots in their 
areas, and JMC will ensure 
their removal within 24 
hours.

To facilitate this, JMC 
has introduced a dedicat-

ed helpline number and 
an online portal for easy 
reporting. “Citizens can 
lodge complaints regard-
ing garbage hotspots 
in their wards on www.
myjammu.in or through 
the My Jammu Android 
app,” he said, adding 
that within 24 hours of 
an online complaint, JMC 
will clean the reported 
garbage hotspot and 
engage Swachhta volun-
teers to prevent further 
dumping at the site.
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