
Terrorists fire at ambulance in Army 
convoy in Jammu; 1 ultra eliminated
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 28

A terrorist was killed in 
a gunfight after an army 
vehicle was attacked in 
Akhnoor area of Jammu 
district fallen in Sunder-
bani sector of along the 
Line of Control. The army 
also lost its expert dog—
“Phantom” in the gun-
fight.

Security forces recov-
ered the body of the slain 
terrorist along with a 
weapon while intensifying 
efforts to neutralize sus-
pected terrorists believed 
to be holed up in the area.

Officials told the news 
agency, that a massive 

cordon and search opera-
tion is still underway.  The 
Army has pressed a heli-
copter, drones and other 
technology gadgets to sup-
port ground forces as they 
conduct the operation, 
which began early in the 
morning.

The encounter broke 
out after a group of terror-
ists, believed to be three 
in number, attacked the 
army vehicles at Sunder-
bani early in the morning. 
The army acted swiftly by 
cordoning the area after 
which the contact with 

the hiding terrorists was 
established leading to an 
encounter. In the fierce 
encounter, one unidenti-
fied terrorist was killed 
as the operation was 
underway, as per defence 
sources.

Security forces have 
sealed all potential exit 
points, while additional 
reinforcements have been 
mobilized to ensure no 
escape routes are left open 
for the terrorists, believed 
to be a group of recently 
infiltrated one.

National Security 
Guards (NSG) comman-
dos also reached the Assan 
Mandir of the Battle 
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Had productive discussions with 
Spanish President: PM Modi
JI NEWS SERVICE
VADODARA/NEW DELHI, OCT 
28 (UNI)

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Monday that 
he held productive discus-
sions with the President 
of Spain Pedro Sanchez 
during which they took 
stock of the progress 
in bilateral ties across 
diverse sectors include 
trade and investment, IT 
and innovation, defence 
and security.

In a post on X, PM Modi 
said after the bilateral 
talks held in Vadodara at 
the Lukshmi Niwas Palace:

“In Vadodara, 
CONTINUED ON 8 PAGE 6

LG Sinha chairs security review meet 
in Sgr, asks officers to take pre-emptive 
action for terrorist threats
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 28

The Lieutenant Governor, 
Shri Manoj Sinha Monday 
chaired a review meet-
ing in Srinagar today, on 
the security situation and 
development aspects of 
all the districts of Kashmir 
Division.

In an official statement 
to news agency, Chief Sec-
retary, Shri Atal Dulloo; 
DGP, Shri Nalin Prab-
hat; Principal Secretary, 
Home, Chandraker Bharti; 
ADGP (Law & Order) Vijay 
Kumar; ADGP, CID, Shri 
Nitish Kumar; Principal 
Secretary to Lieuten-

ant Governor, Mandeep 
Bhandari; Divisional 
Commissioner, Kashmir, 
Vijay Bidhuri; IG, Kashmir, 
Vidhi Kumar Birdi; DIGs, 
DCs and SSPs of all the dis-
tricts of Kashmir Division 
attended the meeting.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor reviewed the func-
tioning of the security grid 
and directed all concerned 
officials to take pre-emp-
tive action in respect of 
terrorist threats.
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Got assurances from highest level in Delhi 
on change in J&K’s Governance model: CM 
Omar tells Ministers, Officers at Secretariat
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 28

Jammu and Kashmir Union 
Territory’s (UT’s) Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah 
Monday said that his meet-
ings in Delhi were very 
successful and that he got 
"assurances from the high-
est level on the change in 
the Governance Model of 
the J&K."

In his address to Cabi-
net colleagues and Admin-
istrative Secretaries at the 
Civil Secretariat here, 
Omar after taking the 
pledge for Corruption free 

J&K, said that the pledge 
must mean something. 
“Our world must count for 
something. The citizens 
of J&K through media and 
wider social media will see 

us taking this place. Our 
pledge should count,” 
Omar said as per news 
agency.

The Chief Minister said 
that he has just arrived 

from New Delhi after 
having “very successful 
meetings there.”  “I got 
assurances from the high-
est level in Delhi on
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Modi 3.0 ‘Science Push’ aimed at 
realising ‘Viksit Bharat’: Dr Jitendra
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 27 

In a forward-looking dis-
cussion during an exclu-
sive interview to a national 
media house, Union Min-
ister Dr. Jitendra Singh 
laid out the government’s 
bold and strategic vision 
for India’s science and 
technology sectors and 
said that Modi 3.0 “science 
push” is aimed at realising 
“Viksit Bharat”.

From launching a Rs 
1,000 crore venture capi-
tal fund to support Space 
StartUps to introducing 
the Bio E3 policy aimed 
at creating a bioeconomy, 
the Modi government’s 

major initiatives in the first 
100 days of its third term 
signify its commitment 
to advancing India’s role 
on the global innovation 
stage, the Minister said..

The Minister highlight-
ed that these initiatives not 
only bolster India’s scien-

tific prowess but also con-
tribute to a sustainable, 
self-reliant economy that 
can withstand global shifts 
in industry and resources.

Dr. Jitendra Singh 
opened by emphasising 
the speed at which India 
has embraced major 
reforms in science and 
technology. “In the first 
100 days of Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s third term, we 
have laid the groundwork 
for transformative chang-
es in science, technology, 
and innovation,” he said. 
He pointed out that the 
Prime Minister’s vision 
prioritises long-term, out-
of-the-box initiatives to 
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Weak WD to 
affect J&K, light 
rains, snow 
likely in higher 
reaches: MeT
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 28

A feeble and fast-moving 
Western Disturbance 
(WD) is affecting Jammu 
and Kashmir from 
Monday evening while 
the weatherman here has 
predicted the possibility 
of light rains and snow 
in the higher reaches of 
northern and central dis-
tricts of Kashmir for the 
next 24 hours.

As per the details 
available with the news 
agency, a feeble and fast-
moving WD would affect 
J&K from this evening, 
adding that under its 
influence, the light rains 
and snow would likely 
occur over the higher 
reaches of north and Cen-
tral districts of the Valley.

While the occasional 
sunshine was witnessed 
throughout the day in 
Srinagar and elsewhere, 
the shallow fog was wit-
nessed in the morning 
hours today as well.

Director Meteorologi-
cal department (MeT), 
Dr Mukhtar Ahmad told 
KNO that the weather 
would likely remain 
cloudy tomorrow, but 
the  light rain and snow 
over the higher reaches 
of north and central dis-
tricts of Kashmir may 
occur as well.

He added that the 
weather conditions 
would remain cloudy 
from October 30 to 
November 07.

MP Er Rashid returns to Tihar Jail as interim bail 
expires, regular bail hearing postponed to Nov 19
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 28

Member of Parliament 
(MP) for Baramulla and 
Awami Ittehaad Party 
(AIP), Er Rashid returned 
to Tihar Jail in New Delhi 
on Monday after his inter-
im bail expired. The court 
has deferred the hear-
ing for his regular bail to 
November 19, 2024.

According to the news 
agency, Rashid was arrest-
ed by the National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) in 
2019 under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA) in connection with 
a 2017 terror funding case. 
He left Srinagar Airport 

earlier today, accompa-
nied by his party’s chief 
spokesperson, Inam-un-
Nabi.

The AIP chief's regular 
bail plea was set for a hear-
ing today at the Patiala 
House Court in Delhi, but 
the court postponed it to 
the new date. He had been 
granted interim bail on 

September 7, with an ini-
tial surrender date of Octo-
ber 3. This was extended 
twice, first to October 13 
and then to October 28, 
allowing him additional 
time outside custody.

Before voluntarily 
reporting to Tihar Jail, 
Rashid addressed the 
media, saying he is not sur-
rendering but is returning 
with a clear conscience. 
"I haven’t done anything 
wrong, and I am ready to 
face any challenge," he 
said, adding, “Justice will 
prevail, even if delayed.”

Responding to Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah's 
recent visit to Delhi, the 
MP criticised the lack of 

transparency regarding 
Abdullah’s discussions 
with Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah. “Omar 
Abdullah must inform the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir about what issues 
he discussed with the PM 
and HM,” he said.

Rashid expressed scep-
ticism about the National 
Conference's commitment 
to meaningful outcomes, 
recalling the party's 1999 
resolution for the resto-
ration of autonomy to 
the 1953 status, which he 
claimed was ignored.

On recent terror inci-
dents, he challenged 
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Conspiracies being hatched 
to destabilise J&K again: 
Ravinder Raina
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 28

Jammu and Kashmir BJP 
president Ravinder Raina 
on Monday said conspira-
cies are being hatched 
to destabilise the region 
again.

  “This business of guns 
and grenades should stop 
right now as it will not 
benefit anybody,” he told 
reporters after visiting the 
residence of Dr Shahn-
awaz Dar in Budgam dis-
trict.

Click Here To Join Daily 
Excelsior on WhatsApp 
And Get Latest News

Dar was among seven 

people killed in a terror 
attack at the Gagangir 
tunnel construction site 
in Ganderbal district on 
October 20.

“Through a lot of hard 
work, peace and 
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Doda filmmakers shine

‘Only If the Baby Cries…’ wins international award at Ji.hlava Film Festival
JI NEWS SERVICE
DODA, OCT 28

In a proud moment for 
Jammu & Kashmir, three 
filmmakers from Doda 
have made their mark on 
the international stage. 
‘Only If the Baby Cries…’, 
a documentary set in the 
remote village of Dhadkai, 
has won the prestigious 
Best Short Film Award at 
the 28th Ji.hlava Interna-
tional Documentary Film 
Festival.

Directed by Shadab 
Farooq and featuring cin-
ematography by Sahib 
Syed Goni, both hail-
ing from Doda, the film 
highlights the unique 
challenges faced by the 

village’s deaf and mute 
population. Anzer Ayoob, 

also from Doda, served as 
the Location Manager and 

Researcher.
The documentary, the 

news agency has learnt, 
brings to light the little-
known village of Dhadkai, 
located in the Chenab 
Valley of Doda district, 
where many residents are 
born with hearing and 
speech disabilities.

‘Only If the Baby Cries…’ 
explores the local belief 
system surrounding child-
birth, focusing on the 
fear, anxiety, and hope 
of a young couple, Misra 
Khatoon and Mohammad 
Iqbal, as they await the 
arrival of their child. It 
documents a traditional 
ritual where villagers make 
noise around the newborn 
to determine if the child 

can hear; the community 
believes that if the baby 
cries with its eyes closed, 
it may be deaf.

Expressing his joy at 
the film’s international 
success, director Shadab 
Farooq said, “This story 
is very personal to me. I 
aimed to portray the reali-
ty of Dhadkai with honesty 
and empathy. Winning at 
Ji.hlava is not just a per-
sonal achievement, but a 
victory for all of J&K. We 
have many untold stories, 
and this is just the begin-
ning.”

Cinematographer Sahib 
Syed Goni said, “Captur-
ing Dhadkai was a deeply 
moving experience. The 
landscape is stunning, but 

the real beauty lies in the 
resilience of the people. 
I wanted my visuals to 
reflect both the serenity 
of the mountains and the 
inner strength of the com-
munity. It’s an honour to 
see our work recognised 
on a global platform.”

Anzer Ayoob high-
lighted the importance 
of authentically portray-
ing the village’s culture, 
saying, “Dhadkai’s story is 
one that the world needs 
to hear, and I’m proud 
that we could bring it to 
an international audience. 
This award is a testament 
to the power of local story-
telling and the richness of 
our culture.”
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3-day leave to PM 
package employees 
for Diwali
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 28

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Government on Monday 
announced three day 
“Special Casual Leave” in 
favour of of PM Package/
Migrant/Jammu based 
employees working in 
Kashmir Valley, for cel-
ebrating “Diwali” festival 
at Jammu.

“Sanction is hereby 
accorded to the grant of 
three days Special Casual 
Leave on 30th & 31st 
October and 2nd Novem-
ber, 2024, in favour of PM 
Package/Migrant/Jammu 
based employees, posted 
in different departments 
in the Kashmir Valley, 
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Vigilance Awareness Week: District admin, Departments, 
Educational Institutions pledge to promote Culture of Integrity

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 28

The Government organ-
isations, educational 
institutions and indi-
vidual departments 
across Jammu province 
on Monday hosted integ-
rity pledge ceremonies to  
mark the commencement 
of Vigilance Awareness 
Week.

Vigilance Awareness 
Week is being observed 
from 28th of October to 
3rd of November 2024 
with the theme "Culture of 
Integrity for Nation's Pros-
perity" underscoring the 
importance of vigilance 
against corruption for 
driving national progress.

AT POONCH: Vigilance 
Awareness Week 2024 
was launched   in District 
Poonch with a pledge-
taking ceremony with 
key stakeholders affirm-
ing commitment to trans-
parency, integrity, and 
accountability.

An ‘Integrity Pledge’ 
was administered to the 
officers by Deputy Com-
missioner Vikas Kundal 
and attended by all officers 
of the district administra-
tion Poonch.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy Com-
missioner highlighted 
that integrity serves as a 
foundation for sustain-
able prosperity and urged 
everyone to act as role 
models, setting high ethi-
cal standards in all their 
personal official respon-
sibilities and directed all 
departments to organize 
special programs through-
out the week.

 AT DODA: In obser-
vance of Vigilance Week, 
a pledge ceremony was 
organized at the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Office 
Complex. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Harvinder Singh, SSP 
Mohammad Aslam, Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Sudershan 
Kumar, Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner (ADDC) Pran Singh, 
along with district officers 
and officials of the DC 
office, participated.  

The pledge ceremony, 
led by the Deputy Com-
missioner, emphasized 
the importance of honesty, 
accountability, and pro-
active measures against 

corruption within gov-
ernment operations.  He 
called for holding Gram 
sabhas in every Panchayat 
to educate the public about 
menace of corruption. He 
stressed on prompt resolu-
tion of public grievances.  

AT SAMBA: In obser-
vance of Vigilance Aware-
ness Week, the District 
Administration Samba, 
led by Deputy Commis-
sioner Rajesh Sharma and  
SSP Vinay Kumar took 
the Integrity Pledge reaf-
firming their unwavering 
commitment to uphold 
transparency, integrity 
and accountability in the 
governance.

 Deputy Commissioner 
Sharma, while addressing 
the gathering, highlighted 
the critical role of vigilance 
in fostering a transparent 
administrative ecosystem 
and encouraged all pres-
ent to embody the values 
of honesty and account-
ability in their professional 
conduct.               

 AT Udhampur: The 
District Administra-
tion Udhampur hosted a 
pledge-taking ceremony 
at the District Headquar-

ter under the guidance 
of Deputy Commissioner 
Saloni Rai to mark the 
commencement of vigi-
lance awareness week.

Senior Superintendent 
of Police, Amod Ashok 
Nagpure; Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner, Rajinder Singh; 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Prem Singh; 
Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue Dr Umesh Shan; 
Chief Planning Officer, 
Mohd Iqbal; Assistant 
Commissioner Develop-
ment, Dr Ranjeet Singh 
Kotwal and other officers 
of line departments were 
present. The DC adminis-
tered the pledge to the offi-
cers and officials to uphold 
principles of integrity, 
transparency, account-
ability and fairness in their 
work.  

AT RAMBAN: Intensify-
ing activities under Vigi-
lance Awareness Week, 
the District Administration 
Ramban, led by Deputy 
Commissioner Baseer-
Ul-Haq Chaudhary, orga-
nized a pledge taking cum 
awareness events across 
the district, emphasizing 

the importance of integrity 
and transparency in public 
service.

Key departments, 
including Health, Educa-
tion, PWD, PMGSY and the 
Municipal Council Banihal 
under the guidance of Dis-
trict Vigilance Officer, ADC 
Ramban, Varunjeet Singh 
Charak, actively partici-
pated by administering the 
vigilance pledge to their 
staff and students in their 
respective instructions.   
The events witnessed 
enthusiastic participa-
tion, reflecting a unified 
commitment to uphold-
ing honesty in Ramban’s 
public services.

During the events, par-
ticipants were sensitized 
to the significance of Vigi-
lance Awareness Week as 
a part of the Central Vigi-
lance Commission's “Par-
ticipative Vigilance” initia-
tives in the fight against 
corruption. This aware-
ness-building outreach 
aims to bring together all 
stakeholders, underscor-
ing the need for collective 
efforts in fostering an ethi-
cal environment.

 AT RAJOURI: As part 

of Vigilance Awareness 
Week, a solemn pledge 
ceremony was organised 
today at the District Col-
lectorate Office in Rajouri. 
Deputy Commissioner 
Abhishek Sharma admin-
istered the oath to all offi-
cers and staff, emphasizing 
the importance of uphold-
ing honesty, integrity and 
transparency in public 
service.

During the event, the 
DC called upon all govern-
ment officials and staff to 
renew their commitment 
to ethical work practices 
and a zero-tolerance 
approach toward corrup-
tion. Highlighting the criti-
cal role of integrity in gov-
ernment administration, 
he urged everyone to be 
vigilant in their responsi-
bilities, ensuring that each 
action is aligned with the 
principles of fairness and 
accountability.

The ceremony was 
attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Rajouri, Rajiv Kha-
juria, along with heads of 
various departments and 
district officers. In unison, 
they pledged to perform 
their duties with honesty, 
maintain transparency in 
decision-making process-
es, and remain account-
able to the public.

Similar events were con-
ducted across all govern-
ment offices, educational 
institutions, and other 
public establishments 
across the district. This 
initiative aims to instill a 
sense of duty among the 
officials and create wide-
spread awareness regard-
ing the need for vigilance 
in day-to-day activities. 

 GDC KASTIGARH:  
Government Degree Col-
lege (GDC) Kastigarh orga-
nized a significant pledge 

ceremony centered on the 
theme "Culture of Integ-
rity for Nation’s Prosper-
ity." The event was held 
under the guidance of 
Prof. Koshal Kumar Man-
gotra, the Principal of the 
college, who emphasized 
the importance of integrity 
in shaping a prosperous 
nation.

GDC Vijaypur: Depart-
ment of Commerce and 
NSS Unit (KHIDMAT) of 
Government Degree Col-
lege Vijaypur inaugurated 
Vigilance Awareness Week 
2024 by participating in 
the online integrity pledge 
administered by Chief Min-
ister J&K Omar Abdullah 
on the theme “Culture 
of Integrity for Nation’s 
Prosperity.” Principal of 
the College along with all 
the faculty members, NSS 
volunteers and other col-
lege students participated 
in the pledge taking cer-
emony. A poster making 
competition was also orga-
nized on the occasion to 
spread awareness among 
the students.

 Special Crime Wing-
CB, Jammu: To curb the 
menace of corruption, 
a pledge ceremony was 
observed on the occasion 
of “Vigilance Awareness 

Week” in Special Crime 
Wing of Crime Branch 
Jammu, on the direction 
of SSP, Special Crime Wing 
Jammu Sandeep Mehta.

The main pledge cer-
emony was held at Zonal 
Crime Headquarters, Spe-
cial Crime Wing Jammu 
wherein SSP, SCW CB 
Jammu administered the 
oath to officers/officials to 
work together to eradicate 
corruption and oppose all 
forms of corruption.

Further, the Officers and 
Officials of Special Crime 
Wing Jammu took oath to 
work with zeal in main-
taining highest standards 
of integrity, transparency 
and good governance 
and not to offer or accept 
bribes and maintain a cul-
ture of honesty.

 Directorate Sheep 
Husbandry Jammu: On 
the occasion of Vigilance 
Awareness Week 2024, a 
pledge taking ceremony 
was organized by the 
Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ment, Jammu. All the 
officers/officials partici-
pated in the pledge taking 
ceremony, reaffirming to 
uphold the highest stan-
dard of honesty, integrity, 
transparency in public ser-
vice delivery.

Mubarak Gul braces admin for 
maiden Assembly session
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28

Pro-tem Speaker, Jammu 
& Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly, Mubarak Gul, 
today braced up the 
administration for first 
ever session of the cur-
rent UT Legislature called 
on 4th of next month by 
the Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) here.

The session is going to 
see election for Speaker 
of the Assembly besides 
the inaugural address by 
the Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha, to the elect-
ed members on first day 
of commencement of the 
session.

The meeting besides 
Secretary, Legislative 
Assembly was attended by 
Director Estates, Jammu/
Kashmir, Director, Hos-
pitality & Protocol, SSP, 
Secretariat Security, 
General Manager, JKTDC 
and representatives from 
Information, IT and other 
concerned departments.

During the meeting, 
the Pro-tem Speaker 
impressed upon the 
officers of Information 

Department to ensure 
arrangements for the 
media persons for cov-
erage of the house pro-
ceedings besides hassle-
free interaction with the 
Speaker and other elected 
representatives on the 
sidelines of the session.

The department was 
also directed to make 
arrangements for the cov-
erage and communica-
tion of LG’s address in a 
smooth fashion by install-
ing the public address 
system and sufficient 
number of microphones 
in the hall.

Mubarak Gul empha-
sised upon the Estates 
Department to further 
enhance the pace of work 
for readying the Assembly 
complex at Jammu for the 
winter session and more. 
He also enjoined upon 
them to make provisions 

for media people in the 
lawns of assembly com-
plex for media briefings. 
In addition, he asked for 
making proper accom-
modation for requisite 
employees for smooth 
functioning of the Assem-
bly Secretariat round 
the year at Srinagar and 
Jammu.

Moreover, the Pro-tem 
Speaker took this occasion 
to instruct the Hospitality 
& Protocol Department to 
make necessary arrange-
ments in the Secretariat 
lawns by installing water-
proof canopies for media 
briefings and interactions 
of members with them in 
a conducive environment. 
He also asked for making 
appropriate preparations 
for the dining and refresh-
ment of dignitaries in the 
Assembly canteen estab-
lished in the ground floor.

Chief Justice visits J&K LSA; inspects 
infrastructure, operational facilities
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 28

Chief Justice, High Court 
of J&K and Ladakh, Jus-
tice Tashi Rabstan, who is 
Patron-in-Chief, J&K Legal 
Services Authority, accom-
panied by Registrar Gen-
eral, Shahzad Azeem and 
M. K. Sharma, Principal 
Secretary today visited the 
office of J&K Legal Services 
Authority at Janipur and 
conducted an extensive 
inspection of the infra-
structure and operational 
facilities available there.

During his visit, the 
Chief Justice took a round 
of different sections of the 
Legal Services Author-
ity office and interacted 
with the staff members. 
He lauded the dedication 
with which the staff was 
performing its duties and 
acknowledged the signifi-
cant role of J&K LSA in 
delivering justice to mar-
ginalized communities 
across the Union Terri-
tory. He appreciated the 
constant efforts of the J&K 
LSA in fulfilling its mission 
of ensuring “Access to Jus-

tice for All.”
While acknowledging 

the commendable work 
being carried out by the 
Authority, the Chief Jus-
tice acknowledged that 
the present infrastructure 
for housing the office of 
Member Secretary, J&K 
LSA was in-sufficient and 
poses challenges for opti-
mum output. He empha-
sized that the building 
from which the current 
office of J&K LSA is oper-
ating is of Jammu Devel-
opment Authority ( JDA), 
which is inadequate and 
lacks basic infrastructure, 
limiting the scope for effi-

cient functioning.
The Chief Justice direct-

ed the Member Secretary, 
J&K LSA to identify a suit-
able state land near the 
proposed site for new High 
Court Complex Jammu. 
This will help raise and 
upgrade the infrastruc-
ture of the Legal Services 
Authority to facilitate a 
more conducive working 
environment for the staff 
besides enhancing the 
overall effectiveness of 
Authority.

Justice Tashi Rabstan 
reiterated the vision of 
expanding the reach of 
legal services to the most 

vulnerable sections of the 
society. He stressed that 
the J&K LSA must intensify 
its efforts to ensure that no 
individual is left without 
access to justice, even in 
the remotest and far-flung 
areas. He highlighted that 
the J&K Legal Services 
Authority should aim to 
reach out to every nook 
and corner of the Union 
Territory to cater to the 
expectations of the last 
man waiting in the queue 
for legal assistance.

The visit reflects the 
vision of Justice Tashi 
Rabstan in strengthen-
ing legal services and 
improving the accessibil-
ity of justice for all. The 
J&K LSA reaffirmed its 
dedication to furthering 
its outreach programs 
and expanding its initia-
tives in accordance with 
the vision and guidance 
of the Chief Justice. The 
inspection concluded with 
a renewed focus on infra-
structural improvements 
and the need for effective 
measures to address chal-
lenges in the delivery of 
legal aid services.

DM orders 
enquiry into 
Nagrota accident
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 28

District Magistrate Jammu, 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya, 
who also chairs the District 
Road Safety Committee, 
has ordered an enquiry into 
the recent motorcycle acci-
dent at  Panjgrain, Nagrota, 
resulting in the loss of three 
lives. A committee headed 
by Assistant Commissioner 
Revenue Dr. Rajesh Kumar 
has been entrusted to 
ascertain the cause of the 
accident within seven days 
and to find out whether 
any shortcomings, such 
as inadequate signage, 
improper gradient, or lack 
of mandatory safety mea-
sures led to the accident. 
The committee comprises 
officers from departments, 
including the Public Works 
Department (R&B), Trans-
port Department and other 
enforcement agencies.

The District Magistrate 
has also expressed his deep 
condolences to families of 
the victims. In light of this 
tragic incident, the DM has 
urged all drivers and pillion 
riders to adhere strictly 
to traffic and road safety 
rules.
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE...
Terrorists fire at ambulance...

area of Akhnoor to assist the army and Jammu police, 
which were leading the operation.

Russian made Boyevaya Mashina Pekhoty commonly 
known as BMP-II, the infantry combat vehicle also known 
as 'Sarath', has been deployed in Akhnoor to support the 
cordon and search operation.

Intelligence sources said this fresh infiltration from LoC 
this morning because the border is just 2 km from the 
encounter side.

According to the Army, the body of one terrorist, along 
with a weapon, has been recovered.

“Operations are currently underway,” officials stated, 
indicating the likelihood of other terrorists still engaged in 
the standoff.

Officials said that around 7 am in the morning terrorists 
opened fire at an army ambulance in the Assan area of  Keri-
Battal in Akhnoor .

Initial reports suggest that three to four terrorists fired 
multiple rounds at an Army vehicle and fled towards the 
forest area. However, no injuries were reported in the inci-
dent.

However, security forces chased the terrorists and swiftly 
sealed off the area and launched a manhunt, according to 
army officials, adding “Contact was established with the 
hiding terrorists and one terrorist was shot.”

"Body of one terrorist along with a weapon has been 
recovered. Operations are under progress," the Indian 
Army's White Knight Corps tweeted.

The army also paid rich tributes to its expert dog, Phan-
tom. "We salute the supreme sacrifice of our true hero—a 
valiant #IndianArmy Dog, #Phantom.As our troops were 
closing in on the trapped terrorists, #Phantom drew enemy 
fire, sustaining fatal injuries. His courage, loyalty, and dedi-
cation will never be forgotten," the defence spokesman said.

Additional Director General of Police Jammu, Anand Jain, 
and Shiv Kumar, DIG, Jammu-Samba-Kathua Range also 
visited the encounter site with army officers and reviewed 
ongoing operations.

Sources said that security forces are preparing for a final 
assault as the army kept firing rocket launchers towards a 
suspected spot, where terrorists might be hiding.

They said that there was no firing from Pakistani terror-
ists since long after hitting them by Rocket Launchers (RL). 
Searchers started by the army to recover their bodies, if 
killed in army action.

Earlier reports had circulated suggesting three militants 
had been neutralized in the encounter. However, these were 
refuted by both police and Army.

“We deny reports that three terrorists have been neutral-
ized. No injuries were reported from the attempted ambush 
on the Army vehicle. Investigations are still ongoing,” clari-
fied a police spokesperson.

The spokesperson also urged calm among the public 
and advised against spreading unverified information. “The 
situation remains under control. Security forces are closely 
monitoring the area, following recent alerts for the border 
districts,” he added.

In the past one week, at least 12 people, including two 
soldiers were killed in separate incidents of terror attacks 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

On October 23, unidentified assailants fired on a group of 
labourers that included both locals and non-locals in J&K's 
Ganderbal. Two labourers died on the spot, and four others 
and the doctor succumbed to their injuries subsequently.

On October 25, two soldiers of the 18 Rashtriya Rifles and 
two porters were killed in a terrorist attack on a military 
truck carrying supplies near the Nagin area of Botapathri 
in Kashmir's Gulmarg.

An high alert was already sounded for Jammu’s border 
districts, including Jammu, Kathua, Samba, Poonch, and 
Rajouri after recent terror attacks in Ganderbal and Baram-
ulla. KNO

Got assurances from highest...
the change in J&K’s governance model,” Omar said.
Omar was in Delhi last week where he met Union Minis-

ters Nitin Gadkari, Amit Shah and also the Prime Minister 
Narendera Modi. Sources said that he presented the copies 
of resolution seeking restoration of Statehood passed in the 
first cabinet meeting in Srinagar, to Home Minister Shah and 
PM Modi. The resolution as per KNO demands restoration 
of “Full Statehood to J&K.”

On August 5, 2019, the BJP led government in Centre 
sliced erstwhile State of J&K into two UTs—J&K and Ladakh. 

The Centre also rolled back Article 370.
Omar said that the world of government must stand for 

something significant. “Our conduct will be closely watched 
by the people. If we claim one thing and do another, our 
word won’t count for anything then,” he said.

He said that the present phase was temporary, referring 
to the fact that J&K was a UT.  “Some people may try to 
exploit temporary loopholes and pitch one against another. 
Let me tell you that rest assured, this phase is temporary. 
Those who may use this phase as a shield for themselves 
won’t enjoy the same for long,” he said.

Omar reiterated his commitment for zero tolerance 
against corruption. “It will start from me. If I do anything 
wrong and expect my cabinet colleagues to do only right, 
that’s not possible. Same would apply to my cabinet col-
leagues, if they do anything wrong and expect their subor-
dinates to right, perhaps that’s not possible,” he said.

Earlier, Omar, cabinet ministers and the administrative 
secretaries took a pledge for making J&K corruption free. 
KNO

LG Sinha chairs...
“We must safeguard peace and pace of development. At 

the same time strongest possible actions need to be taken 
against terrorists and those who are providing support, safe 
haven or any assistance to terrorists. Our aim is to ensure 
socio-economic development and promote a sense of secu-
rity among the people,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

He also stressed that stringent action must be taken 
against those spreading anti-national propaganda, threat-
ening the public safety and law & order. The Lieutenant 
Governor called for zero-tolerance approach and greater 
vigilance and coordination between the security agencies 
to crush terror ecosystem.

The Lieutenant Governor said Narco-Terrorism issue 
should be dealt with immediately and dismantling of the 
entire narco-terror network should receive the highest pri-
ority.

Stressing the need for accelerated development, the Lieu-
tenant Government directed the Deputy Commissioners to 
monitor the functioning of schemes for welfare of farmers, 
rural and urban development, self-employment and satura-
tion of key initiatives under central sector schemes. He also 
directed the officials to focus on enhanced road and telecom 
connectivity in far-flung areas.

The Lieutenant Governor commended the J&K Police and 
administrative apparatus for peaceful conduct of elections 
and Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra. KNO

Had productive discussions...
held productive discussions with the President of the 

Government of Spain, Mr. Pedro Sánchez. We took stock of 
the progress in India-Spain relations across diverse sectors. 
We wish to add even more momentum in our bilateral ties, 
especially in trade, commerce, culture, innovation, technol-
ogy and more.”

The MEA spokesperson said in a post on X:
“A renewed momentum in India-Spain partnership.
“PM @narendramodi met President @sanchezcastejon 

in Vadodara today.
“The leaders held fruitful discussions on the entire spec-

trum of India-Spain ties including in areas of trade & invest-
ment, IT & innovation, defence, security, renewable energy, 
pharma, culture & tourism.”

Earlier, PM Modi and Spanish President Sanchez inaugu-
rated the C-295 military transport aircraft facility in Vado-
dara, Gujarat, being built by Tata Advanced Systems team 
and Airbus Spain.

The Spanish President thanked PM Modi for the hearty 
welcome and the enthusiastic welcome during the road-
show in Vadodara.

“Thank you very much, dear @narendramodi, for your 
warm welcome and the hospitality of the people of Vado-
dara.

“It is an honour to make this first official visit to strength-
en the excellent relations between our countries. And to do 
so on such an important date as Diwali.”

He said that Spain and India are moving forward by pro-
moting industrial and technological collaboration.

“The @Airbus and @tataadvanced plant will be a symbol 
of industrial excellence, an engine of growth and a testa-
ment to the close and growing friendship between our 
countries,” he tweeted.

Conspiracies being...
development has returned to Jammu and Kashmir but 

conspiracies are being hatched to destabilise the area,” 
Raina said.

The BJP leader said while the government and security 
forces will do their jobs in dealing with the situation, the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir also have to play their role 
in maintaining peace and stability. (Agencies)

MP Er Rashid returns...
the central leadership, asking, “Why are such attacks hap-

pening? Are they connected to the restoration of statehood 
to Jammu and Kashmir?”

He said these incidents are often used to cast Kashmiris 
in a negative light and divert attention from critical issues 
like statehood and Article 370.

He called for a peaceful resolution, saying, “Only dia-
logue can bring lasting peace to Kashmir. Without it, peace 
remains a distant dream.”. KNO

Modi 3.0 ‘Science...
ensure India’s leadership in critical domains like space 

exploration, biotechnology, and meteorology.
One of the major highlights of Dr. Jitendra Singh’s inter-

action was the announcement of a Rs 1,000 crore venture 
capital fund exclusively for the space sector. This fund, 
approved by the cabinet, is part of a broader plan to lever-
age India’s growing base of nearly 300 space startups. In the 
span of just a few years, India has seen a remarkable shift in 
its space ecosystem, following the government’s decision to 
open the sector to private players.

According to Dr. Jitendra Singh, this decision has helped 
unlock India’s potential, allowing it to grow from a single-
digit startup presence to an ecosystem with hundreds of 
space tech companies today.

“India’s space economy will play a critical role in our 
country’s growth,” Dr. Jitendra Singh noted, referencing the 
global recognition India has garnered from achievements 
like the Chandrayaan-3 mission. He further highlighted 
the Gaganyaan mission, India’s first human crewed space 
mission has been scheduled, which will include a female 
robot test flight as a final dress rehearsal before sending 
human astronauts into space. “Our advancements are not 
just about joining the ranks of other spacefaring nations, 
but also about leading with innovation, precision, and reli-
ability,” he added.

With the Bio E3 policy, Dr. Jitendra Singh underscored 
a vision for a “bio-driven” future, asserting that the next 
industrial revolution will stem from bioeconomy initia-
tives rather than traditional manufacturing. The policy, 
which covers Biotechnology for Environment, Economy, 
and Employment, is designed to create self-sufficiency in 
resources while reducing dependency on imports. A key 
objective, he explained, is the shift from petroleum-based 
resources to biofuel alternatives, enabling waste-to-fuel 
transformations and other sustainable practices.

“Our natural resources, including rich bioresources along 
the Himalayas and a 7,500-Kilometre coastline, position 
us uniquely to drive this revolution,” Dr. Jitendra Singh 
said. “We’re tapping into the biotechnology potential of the 
regions, ensuring economic growth that is both inclusive 
and environmentally sustainable.”

Dr. Jitendra Singh also announced significant updates on 
Mission Mausam, an initiative launched within the first 100 
days of Modi’s third term, aimed at enhancing the accuracy 
of meteorological forecasts. The mission, which integrates 
space and IT technologies, allows India to provide real-time, 
actionable weather forecasts, not only for India but also 
for neighbouring countries, including Bangladesh, Nepal, 
and Sri Lanka.

Reflecting on India’s legacy in meteorology, he acknowl-
edged that the sector has struggled to receive adequate 
investment until recently. “Now, we’re not just forecasting 
the weather. We’re helping citizens understand the impli-
cations of weather events and prepare accordingly,” he 
said. New AI-driven applications will allow for hyper-local, 
hour-by-hour forecasts for farmers and other stakeholders 
who depend on reliable predictions. “Our aim is to deliver 
global-standard forecasts and move towards predictive 
models that empower our agricultural sector,” Dr. Jitendra 
Singh emphasised.

A cornerstone of India’s approach under Prime Minister 
Modi, Dr. Jitendra Singh noted, is an all-encompassing strat-
egy where scientific disciplines converge to produce more 

impactful outcomes. He highlighted that such collaboration 
is essential to achieving India’s broader developmental 
goals, with the science and tech sectors working cohesively 
to drive transformative results.

Dr. Jitendra Singh pointed to the India-Germany sci-
ence partnership as an example of this whole-of-science 
vision. Germany, hosting over 50,000 Indian students and 
researchers, has become a preferred destination for Indian 
scholars pursuing innovative projects. “Germany and India’s 
collaboration, particularly in areas like biotechnology and 
renewable energy, underscores the importance of interna-
tional partnerships in realising our scientific ambitions,” 
he said.

Dr. Jitendra Singh closed by emphasising that the gov-
ernment’s science and technology initiatives are rooted in 
a commitment to self-reliance and global leadership. By 
strategically investing in space and biotechnology, India is 
not only fostering economic growth but also aligning with 
the sustainable goals needed to tackle future challenges. 
These policies, he asserted, reflect the country’s ambition 
to lead in domains that impact both economic resilience 
and the well-being of the public.

India’s journey toward a self-reliant, scientifically 
advanced future is being mapped with each new policy, 
fund, and partnership, Dr. Jitendra Singh affirmed. “Our 
goal is to make science work for India – to solve our chal-
lenges, to drive our economy, and to ensure that our citizens 
benefit directly from every innovation and breakthrough 
we make.”

3-day leave to PM...
for celebrating “Diwali” festival at Jammu,” reads a gov-

ernment order issued here.

‘Only If the Baby...
The entire crew, including sound designer Caster Rinoy 

Gomez, worked meticulously to create a film that captures 
the breathtaking visuals of Dhadkai while delving into the 
emotional and cultural fabric of the village.

Produced by Rajiv Mehrotra and executive produced by 
Aparna Sanyal of Public Service Broadcasting Trust (PSBT), 
‘Only If the Baby Cries…’ has become a beacon of hope for 
independent filmmakers from smaller regions like Jammu 
& Kashmir. The Ji.hlava International Documentary Film 
Festival, renowned for showcasing groundbreaking docu-
mentaries, featured 22 films competing in its Short Joy sec-
tion this year, with ‘Only If the Baby Cries…’ emerging as the 
audience favourite—a remarkable achievement for an Indian 
documentary. The film’s win includes distribution and pro-
motion on the Dafilms platform, valued at 3,000 EUR.

MLA Doda Mehraj Malik congratulated the team. “This is 
a proud moment for Doda, for Jammu & Kashmir, and for 
India. Anzer Ayoob, Shadab Farooq, and Sahib Goni have 
showcased the talent and potential of the Chenab Valley to 
the world. Their dedication to telling our region's stories is 
truly inspiring.”

The film is available for streaming on the Dafilms plat-
form until November 3rd, allowing viewers globally to 
experience the powerful story of Dhadkai. It highlights 
the village’s challenges while celebrating the strength and 
resilience of its people.

This international success is a significant achievement 
for Jammu & Kashmir, particularly for the Chenab Valley, 
serving as a reminder of the rich, untapped stories that lie 
in this region, waiting to be told. As ‘Only If the Baby Cries…’ 
continues to gain recognition, it paves the way for more 
filmmakers from the region to share their unique narratives 
on the global stage.

For Shadab Farooq, Sahib Syed Goni, and Anzer Ayoob, 
this documentary is not only a professional milestone but a 
deeply personal journey. As they celebrate their win, they 
look forward to continuing their mission of telling impact-
ful stories that reflect the soul of the Chenab Valley. KNO

Weak WD to affect...
In its advisory, the MeT has advised the farmers to con-

tinue harvesting, safe storage of harvested crops and other 
farm operations.

“There is a possibility of mist and shallow fog over plains 
of Kashmir during morning hours from 1st November 
onwards,” it reads.

Vigilance Awareness Week begins in 
Kupwara, integrity pledge administered
JI NEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, OCTOBER 28

In observance of Vigilance 
Awareness Week, 2024, 
a pledge ceremony was 
conducted on Monday 
through video confer-
ence from Meeting Hall of 
3rd floor, Civil secretariat 
Srinagar, where Hon’ble 
Chief Minister ( J&K), 
Omer Abdullah adminis-
tered the integrity pledge 
to public servants and 
other stakeholders.

District level officers 
and HODs of district 
administration Kupwara 
participated in the pledge 
ceremony through vid-
eoconferencing from the 
meeting Hall of DC Office 
Complex Kupwara and 
took the integrity pledge.

Integrity pledge was 
also administered at 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner’s Office at Hand-
wara, SDM Office Sogam 
Lolab, SDM Office Karnah 
and other district and sec-
toral offices.

Meanwhile a vigilance 

awareness workshop in 
observance of Vigilance 
Awareness Week, 2024 
was organized by ACB 
(Govt. of J&K) in collabo-
ration with district admin-
istration Kupwara.

This year, Vigilance 
Awareness Week is being 
observed from October 
28 to November 3 on the 
theme “Culture of Integ-
rity for Nation’s Prosper-
ity”. The workshop was 
organized to raise aware-
ness among government 
employees, general public 
and whistle blowers about 
the perils of corruption 
and the importance of 
integrity and ethics in 
public service.

Principal Government 
Degree College (Boys) 
Kupwara, Professor Abdul 
Rashid presided over the 
workshop which was 
attended by Dy.Sp ACB 
Kupwara, Fayaz Ahmed, 
General Public, RTI Activ-
ists, Social Activists, trad-
ers, transporters, vendors 
and officers of District 
Administration Kupwara.

Day long Vigilance 
awareness workshop was 
conducted to educate indi-
viduals about the impor-
tance of ethical behavior 
and to encourage report-
ing of any wrongdoing. It 
plays a vital role in main-
taining clean and ethical 
governance.

Vigilance Awareness Week kicks off at DIPR 
Jammu with Pledge Ceremony
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 28

The Directorate of Infor-
mation and Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) in Jammu 
marked the commence-
ment of Vigilance Aware-
ness Week with a signifi-
cant pledge-taking cer-
emony today. Joint Direc-
tor Information Jammu, 
Atul Gupta led the event, 
administering the integ-
rity pledge to all present 
officers and officials.

The ceremony saw full 
attendance of staff, under-
scoring a collective com-
mitment to ethical prac-
tices and transparency in 
governance.

Joint Director, in his 
address, highlighted 
the critical role of integ-
rity in public service. He 
remarked, “Vigilance 
Awareness Week serves as 
a reminder of our respon-
sibility to maintain the 
highest standards of hon-
esty and transparency. 
By taking this pledge, we 
reaffirm our dedication to 

combating corruption and 
fostering trust within our 
communities.”

Atul Gupta also encour-
aged officials to embody 
these values in their daily 
duties, emphasizing that 
individual actions contrib-
ute towards the larger goal 
of creating a corruption-
free environment. The 
week-long observance 
aims to promote aware-
ness about the importance 
of vigilance and integrity, 
engaging all stakeholders 

in the fight against corrup-
tion. Deputy Director (PR) 
Jammu, Ankush Hans; 
Deputy Director (HQ), 
Virender Gupta; Field 
Publicity Officer, Mukesh 
Kumar, Youth Information 
Officer, Monika Sambyal; 
Information Officer, Ashu 
Kumari, Accounts Officer, 
Hitesh Choudhary, Admin-
istrative Officer, Renu 
Sharma, besides other 
officers and officials of the 
department were present.

DC Kishtwar approves rates 
for 6 Land Acquisition Cases

JI NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, OCTOBER 28

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kishtwar (District 
Collector), Rajesh Kumar 
Shavan chaired a meeting 
of Collectors here today 
to approve and finalise 
compensation rates for 
the land acquired for dif-
ferent projects.

A total of six land 
acquisition cases related 
to various schemes under 
Kishtwar, Chatroo and 
Dachan Collectorates 
were cleared.

The schemes includ-

ed the Link Road from 
Shivnagar Sranawan to 
Shanna via HSS Feller, 
Link Road Parna to 
Bonda along with four 
cases related to the Pakal 
Dul Hydroelectric Project 
(HEP).

Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Pawan 
Kotwal; Assistant Com-
missioner Revenue (ACR) 
Idrees Lone; Sub Divi-
sional Magistrate (SDM) 
Paddar Amit Kumar; 
SDM Chatroo Naseem Ur 
Rehman and other rel-
evant officials were pres-
ent at the meeting.
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Rana visits Mendher; assures to 
satiate, fulfill public aspirations
JI NEWS SERVICE
MENDHER, OCTOBER 28

Minister for Jal Shakti, 
Tribal Affairs, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment, 
Javid Ahmad Rana, today 
conducted an exhaustive 
tour of various parts of 
his home constituency, 
Mendher. During the 
visit, the Minister had 
a detailed assessment 
of development needs 
and aspirations of locals 
besides taking stock of 
their grievances. He asked 
the accompanying officers 
about the status of ongo-
ing development projects 
in the area while instruct-
ing them for ensuring 
expeditious completion of 
these works of vital public 
importance.

Rana said that the 
recently formed gov-
ernment is committed 
towards satiating devel-
opmental aspirations of 
people while taking care 
that no one is deprived 
of his basic requirements 
and all are served equally.

Various delegations 
and individuals met the 
Minister during his tour. 
The areas visited by the 
Minister included Uchad, 
Kaneti, Jaggal, Chattral 
and Kalaban and adjoining 
parts of the constituency.

Addressing mammoth 
gatherings at these places, 
the Minister appreciated 
the public for their unwav-
ering support saying that 

he will work with utmost 
zeal and vigour to bring 
enhanced development 
and prosperity in the 
region. He emphasized 
that welfare of the people 
is top priority of the gov-
ernment adding that all 
their grievances and con-
cerns would be addressed 
promptly.

The Minister said that 
the Omar led govern-

ment will surely bring in 
transformative growth 
and development in the 
coming years and we 
will work hard collec-
tively towards serving 
the people. He extolled 
that the present govern-
ment will leave no stone 
unturned in working for 
progress and prosperity of 
the people.

The locals of Mendher 
expressed optimism that 
the present dispensation 
would live up to their 
developmental needs and 
aspirations.

Meanwhile, the Minis-
ter also visited the local 
school and interacted 
with the students, staff 
members and enquired 
about the facilities  being 
provided to the students 
in the institute.

The Minister exhorted 
upon the faculty and 
school management to 
ensure that all the latest 
learning and teaching 
techniques are optimally 
implemented in the school 
for enhanced results.

 
 

 

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CONSERVATOR OF FOREST 

SOIL & WATER CONSERAVTION FOREST 
DEPARTMENT DODA 

 

e-TENDERING 
Short Term Tender Notice:07 of 2024-25dated 25-10-2024. 

 

The Soil & Water Conservation Division Doda, invites e-tenders from approved and eligible 
contractors registered with  UT of  J&K  Govt./Central Govt. Organizations for the following works:- 
 

S.No Name of Work 
Advertised Cost 

(Amount in 
rupees) 

Earnest 
Money @ 2%  
(Amount in 

rupees) 

Class of 
Contractor 

Cost of Tender 
Document 
(Amount in 

rupees) 

Time of 
Completion 

(Days) 

Receiving 
/Opening 
Authority 

1 Establishment of SC unit at Lower 
Bindraban (co. 66b/kishtwar) by way of  
different operations (Detail as per BOQ) 

7,71,600.00 15,432.00 A, B, C & 
D 800.00 30 

Tender 
Opening 
Authority 

 
 

The e-NIT consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, bill of 
quantities,(B.O.Q), Set of Terms & Conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded 
from the departmental Website:- www.jktenders.gov.in 
Position of Funds: Budgeted 
Position of AA:  Accorded.                      PositionofTS:Accorded. 
Publishing Date :- 25-10-2024 
Download StartDate :- 25-10-2024 

Bidsubmission StartDate :- 25-10-2024  4:00 PM 

BidsubmissionEnd Date :- 05-11-2024  06:00 PM 

DateofOpeningofFinancialBid ( online) :- 06-11-202412:00 Noon intheofficeof the Joint Director,Soil 
& Water Conservation Forest Deptt. Jammu 

TERMS&CONDITIONS 
 

1. The price bids uploaded on the website in time will be opened on 06-11-2024 at 12:00 Noonin the Office of 
Joint Director, Department of Soil & Water Conservation Forest, Raika Narwal, Jammu. In case of date of 
opening of the bid being public holiday, the same will be opened on the next working day at the same time 
and venue.  

  
 Assistant Conservator of Forest  
      Soil & Water Conservation Deptt. 

Doda 
 

No.:-ACF/K/2024-25/125-29Dated :- 25-10-2024. 
 
DIP/J-6289/24 
Date: 28-10-24 

Vigilance Awareness Week commences in Shopian
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 28

In alignment with the 
nationwide Vigilance 
Awareness Week being 
observed from October 
28 to November 3, 2024, 
a comprehensive Con-
ference was held today 
at the Mini Secretariat, 
Shopian, under the 
theme ‘Culture of Integri-
ty for Nation's Prosperity.’

The event, presided 
over by Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner (ADDC) Shopi-
an, Dr. Nasir Ahmad Lone 
and organised by District 
Administration Shopian 
in collaboration with the 
Anti Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) brought together a 
diverse array of partici-
pants including employ-
ees, civil society mem-
bers traders etc reflecting 
a strong commitment to 
promoting transparency 
and accountability within 
society.

The programme was 
structured in two shifts to 
encourage extensive par-
ticipation across various 
sectors. During the inau-
gural session, a solemn 
pledge-taking ceremony 

was conducted as part 
of the event, with par-
ticipants committing to 
upholding integrity and 
combat corruption in 
their respective spheres. 
The pledge was adminis-
tered by ADDC.

On the occasion, Book 
Release function was 
also held wherein a Book 
titled ‘Anti-Corruption 
Laws & Regulations,’ com-
piled by Dr.Zakir Hussain 
Faaz, ADC Shopian, also 
District Vigilance Offi-
cer (DVO) was released 
to enhance awareness 
and provide guidance on 

legal frameworks aimed 
at curbing corruption.

Addressing the gather-
ing, speakers emphasized 
the detrimental impact 
of corruption on soci-
etal progress and under-
scored the importance of 
collective action in root-
ing out this menace.

ADDC stressed the role 
of education in inculcat-
ing essential moral values 
for nurturing a prosper-
ous and progressive soci-
ety, devoid of corrupt 
practices.

The role of stakehold-
ers in furthering a cul-

ture of integrity was also 
emphasized on the occa-
sion by ADC Shopian and 
other speakers from ACB.

The programme con-
cluded with a call to all 
participants and commu-
nity members to uphold 
ethical standards and 
contribute to building a 
corruption-free society.

District and Sectoral 
Officers, sub divisional 
officers, Tehsil officers 
also organised pledge 
taking ceremonies at 
their respective offices 
across the district.

KPDCL urges consumers to use power 
judiciously to avoid DT damage
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28

Kashmir Power Distribu-
tion Corporation Limited 
(KPDCL), today urged its 
domestic consumers to 
use power judiciously 
which shall safeguard DTs 
(Domestic Transformers) 
from getting damaged, 
resulting in power outages 
and hardships to the people 
in winter.

In a statement issued 
here today, a KPDCL 
spokesperson stated that 
with the onset of winter, 
heating load has increased 
with consumers in flat-rate 
areas using crude heating 
gadgets like boilers and 
heaters that critically over-
load and damage the DTs. 
“In metered areas, night 
vigils have been intensi-
fied to check bypassing of 
meters and hooking by con-
sumers on bare conductor, 
with the intention to use 
power unauthorizedly,” he 
stated.

Anticipating DT damage 
in peak winter and in order 
to provide succour to the 

consumers, KPDCL has 
maintained a buffer stock 
of 1554 DTs this winter. “In 
the eventuality of snow-
fall, stocking of 2030 steel 
poles, 600 km of conduc-
tor and 128 barrels of Trans-
former Oil has also been 
done for immediate repair 
and restoration works,” he 
added.

KPDCL has also worked 
out a deep reserve buffer 
of DTs, STPs, ACSR and T. 
Oil that shall be invoked 
if any such need arises in 
peak winter due to heavy 
snowfall.

Last winter, a buffer 
stock of 1412 DTs had been 

maintained by KPDCL to 
facilitate the consumers 
across all 10 districts of 
Kashmir valley.

Reiterating KPDCL’s 
commitment to replace 
the damaged DT within the 
stipulated timelines, the 
spokesman, however, clari-
fied that repeat damage of 
DT by excessive overload-
ing by consumers shall 
attract longer replacement 
timelines, keeping in view 
the 24x7 working schedule 
of technical staff to repair 
the DTs at Central Work-
shop at Pampore, all Divi-
sional Workshops of KPDCL 
and empanelled SSI units.

Mubarak Gul braces admin for 
maiden Assembly session
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28

Pro-tem Speaker, Jammu 
& Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly, Mubarak Gul, 
today braced up the 
administration for first 
ever session of the cur-
rent UT Legislature called 
on 4th of next month by 
the Lieutenant Governor 
(LG) here.

The session is going to 
see election for Speaker 
of the Assembly besides 
the inaugural address by 
the Lieutenant Governor, 
Manoj Sinha, to the elect-
ed members on first day 
of commencement of the 
session.

The meeting besides 
Secretary, Legislative 
Assembly was attended by 
Director Estates, Jammu/
Kashmir, Director, Hos-
pitality & Protocol, SSP, 
Secretariat Security, 
General Manager, JKTDC 
and representatives from 
Information, IT and other 
concerned departments.

During the meeting, 
the Pro-tem Speaker 
impressed upon the 
officers of Information 
Department to ensure 

arrangements for the 
media persons for cov-
erage of the house pro-
ceedings besides hassle-
free interaction with the 
Speaker and other elected 
representatives on the 
sidelines of the session.

The department was 
also directed to make 
arrangements for the 
coverage and communi-
cation of LG’s address in a 
smooth fashion by install-
ing the public address 
system and sufficient 
number of microphones 
in the hall.

Mubarak Gul empha-
sised upon the Estates 
Department to further 
enhance the pace of work 
for readying the Assembly 
complex at Jammu for the 
winter session and more. 
He also enjoined upon 
them to make provisions 
for media people in the 

lawns of assembly com-
plex for media briefings. 
In addition, he asked for 
making proper accom-
modation for requisite 
employees for smooth 
functioning of the Assem-
bly Secretariat round 
the year at Srinagar and 
Jammu.

Moreover, the Pro-
tem Speaker took this 
occasion to instruct the 
Hospitality & Protocol 
Department to make 
necessary arrangements 
in the Secretariat lawns 
by installing waterproof 
canopies for media brief-
ings and interactions of 
members with them in a 
conducive environment. 
He also asked for making 
appropriate preparations 
for the dining and refresh-
ment of dignitaries in the 
Assembly canteen estab-
lished in the ground floor.

MLA Thanamandi reviews status of health 
infrastructure, road connectivity in home constituency
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, OCTOBER 28

To discuss and identify 
infrastructure gaps in key 
public services, Member 
Legislative Assembly 
Thanamandi Muzaffar 
Khan, in  presence of 
Deputy Commissioner 
Abhishek Sharma, chaired 
a meeting here today to 
review the status of road 
projects and healthcare 
facilities in his home con-
stituency. 

The meeting focused on 
improving the condition of 
PWD and BRO roads and 
the critical health needs of 
the local population.

MLA Muzaffar Khan and 
DC Abhishek Sharma thor-
oughly reviewed  the prog-
ress of the road projects, 

including the vital Rajouri-
Thanamandi-Surankote 
road. Officials from the 
Public Works Department 
(PWD) and the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) 
presented updates on 
ongoing works, citing 
recent advancements and 
challenges in road con-

nectivity, particularly in 
areas affected by monsoon 
damage. The MLA under-
scored the importance of 
timely project completion 
to ensure accessible routes 
for commuters and local 
residents alike.

Health officials briefed 
the meeting on the current 

healthcare infrastructure 
and steps being taken to 
enhance medical services. 
The MLA and DC directed 
health authorities to focus 
on increasing access to 
essential health services, 
with specific attention to 
rural and remote areas.

MLA Thanamandi 
Muzaffar Khan expressed 
his commitment to ensur-
ing that all residents of 
Thanamandi and sur-
rounding areas benefit 
from improved connec-
tivity and healthcare 
facilities. DC Abhishek 
Sharma assured that the 
administration is working 
in close coordination with 
all stakeholders to resolve 
bottlenecks and accelerate 
project timelines.

Power Shutdown
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 25

According to the Chief Engi-
neer, Distribution, KPDCL, 
in order to carry out Branch 
Cutting, the shutdown of 
below mentioned 33KV 
lines shall be observed 
which will subsequently 
affect electricity to given 
areas.

The shutdown of 33 KV 
Magam Kongamdara line 
shall be observed due to 
which 33/11KV Receiving 
Stations at Kunzar, Dobi-
wan, Ahmadpora and Kon-
gamdara shall remain off 
while the power supply 
to the Kunzar, Dobiwan, 
Ahmadpora and Kongam-
dara areas will be affected 
from 09:30 AM to 03:30 PM 
on 02 November, 2024.

The shutdown of 33 KV 
Arampora Handwara Old 
line shall be observed due 
to which 33/11KV Receiv-
ing Stations at Zachadara, 
Changmulla, Audoora and 
Puhrupeth shall remain off 
while the power supply to 
the Zachadara, Changmul-
la, Audoora and Puhrupeth 
areas will be affected from 
09:30 AM to 03:30 PM on 
02 November, 2024.

Similarly, in order to 
carry out reconductoring, 
the shutdown of 33 KV 
Alusteng Zakura line shall 
be observed due to which 
33/11KV Receiving Station 
at Umerhair shall remain 
off while the power supply 
to the Ahmed Nagar, Buch-
pora and Umerhair partially 
areas will be affected from 
09:30 AM to 04:30 PM on 
2 & 05 of November, 2024.

Meanwhile, in order to 
carry out winter prepared-
ness related works, the 
shutdown of below men-
tioned 33KV lines shall be 
observed which will subse-
quently affect electricity to 
given areas.

The shutdown of 220KV 
Amargarh-Zainakote Circuit 
I&II, 220KV Main Bus and 
132/33 KV GSS Zainakote 
shall be observed due to 
which power supply to GSS 
Bemina, Pattan and Wan-
ganpora including 33KV 
HMT Narbal, Shariefabad 
shall remain off from GSS 
Zainakote from 09:00 AM 
to 05:00 PM on 31 Octo-
ber, 2024. The shutdown 
of 220KV Wagoora-Pamp-
ore Circuit I&II, 450MVA 
220/132KVGrid Station 
Pampore and 220KV Pamp-
ore -Mirbazar Circuit I&II 
(KPTCL) shall be observed 
due to which power supply 
to GSS 132 KV Pampore, 
GSS Chashmashahi, GSS 
Khonmoh shall remain off 
through GSS 220 KV Pamp-
ore from 10:00 AM to 04:30 
PM on 02 November, 2024.
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Urgent need for 
road safety reforms 
in Jammu

The recent spate of fatal road accidents under 
the jurisdiction of the Nagrota police station, 
claiming the lives of five young individuals—

including a girl—has thrown a harsh spotlight on 
the glaring inadequacies in road safety measures 
in Jammu and Kashmir. The devastating incidents, 
occurring just days apart, raise serious questions 
about the efficacy of existing protocols designed 
to protect commuters on the perilous roads of the 
region. On Sunday, a somber atmosphere envel-
oped three families in Janipur after three young 
men, aged 20 to 22, lost their lives on the Jammu-
Srinagar National Highway near Panjgrain. This was 
not an isolated occurrence; just days earlier, two 
NEET aspirants were tragically killed when their 
motorcycle collided with a truck on Tawi Bridge 
in Sidhra. These incidents are not mere statistics; 
they represent lives cut short and dreams extin-
guished, leaving families shattered and commu-
nities grieving. An inquiry has been launched to 
probe the circumstances surrounding these fatali-
ties and to investigate potential lapses in the provi-
sion of proper signage and safety measures. This 
is a welcome step, yet it underscores a troubling 
pattern. Earlier this year, the suspension of six 
officials from the J&K Transport Department fol-
lowing a catastrophic accident in Akhnoor—where 
an overloaded bus plunged into a gorge, claiming 
22 lives—highlighted systemic failures in the trans-
port sector. The bus in question, designed for 55 
passengers yet carrying 85, epitomizes a chronic 
neglect of regulatory norms and raises questions 
about enforcement and accountability. The state 
of Jammu's road infrastructure exacerbates this 
already dire situation. Many roads are poorly main-
tained and feature treacherous bends, effectively 
transforming them into “deathtraps” for unwary 
travelers. The dual issues of overloading and speed-
ing remain rampant, leading to accidents that claim 
hundreds of lives each year. The urgency of reform 
has been previously recognized; a similar tragedy in 
Doda last November, which resulted in the deaths of 
39 passengers, prompted the High Court of Jammu 
and Kashmir to establish an expert committee to 
propose preventive measures. Yet, despite these 
initiatives, fatal accidents persist. Statistics tell 
a grim story. According to the Ministry of Road 
Transport and Highways, from 2018 to 2022, J&K 
recorded 4,287 road fatalities. In 2023 alone, 883 
people died and over 8,400 were injured in nearly 
6,300 accidents, with Jammu district accounting 
for 171 of those fatalities. These figures are not just 
numbers; they represent a public health crisis 
demanding urgent attention. To truly address this 
issue, we need more than routine investigations 
after accidents. What is required is a comprehensive 
strategy that includes improving road infrastruc-
ture, enhancing driver education and training, and 
strictly enforcing traffic regulations. The goal must 
be to instill a culture of safety among drivers and 
pedestrians alike. Ensuring accountability is crucial 
for preventing future tragedies. Those responsible 
for maintaining safe roads and enforcing traffic 
laws must be held to a higher standard. The loss 
of life due to negligence and systemic failures is 
unacceptable. Our roads should not be a source of 
fear but rather a means of safe transit for all. In the 
wake of these tragic accidents, we must urge the 
authorities to take immediate and decisive action. 
Transforming our roads from perilous passages into 
safe routes for all requires dedication, commitment, 
and robust policy changes. The families affected by 
these tragedies deserve justice, and the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir deserve safe passage. It is time 
to prioritize road safety and ensure that no more 
lives are lost to preventable accidents.

Ayurveda Day 2024: Celebrating innovations for global health and wellness
RAJESH KOTECHA

Over the last decade, 
the Ayush sector 
has undergone a 

significant transformation, 
largely due to the initia-
tives led by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. This 
revolution in traditional 
Indian medicine has cre-
ated new opportunities 
for various stakeholders, 
including industry pro-
fessionals, traders, and 
healthcare practitioners. 
Since its establishment in 
2014, the Ministry of Ayush 
has successfully integrated 
Ayush into mainstream 
healthcare, driving inno-
vation, research, and gain-
ing global recognition. 
The ministry’s strategic 
focus encompasses public 
health, technology, edu-
cation, globalisation, and 
quality control, ensuring 
that Ayush products and 
services are safe and of 
high quality.

This comprehensive 
approach aligns with the 

goals of universal health 
coverage and sustainabil-
ity, contributing to the 
sector’s growth, increased 
public awareness, and a 
rising demand for Ayush 
healthcare systems world-
wide.

Ayurveda Day is cel-
ebrated on the occasion 
of Dhanteras to honor 
Lord Dhanvantari, the 
deity revered as the phy-
sician of the gods and the 
God of Ayurveda. This 
year, Ayurveda Day will 
be observed on October 
29, 2024, with a renewed 
focus on the theme 
“Ayurveda Innovations for 
Global Health.” Since the 
Ministry of Ayush initiated 
Ayurveda Day in 2016, the 
event has expanded into 
a global celebration. The 
emphasis this year is on 
showcasing Ayurveda’s 
potential to improve global 
health through innovative 
practices and natural treat-
ment methods.

Ay u r ve d a’s  c o re 
strength lies in its holistic 

approach to health, which 
emphasizes prevention, 
health promotion, and 
natural healing. With the 
growing global demand 
for integrative health-
care solutions, Ayurveda 
is gaining recognition 
as a viable and sustain-
able alternative. Recent 
advancements, supported 
by scientific research, 
have increased the global 
reach and acceptance of 
Ayurvedic practices. One 
of the most notable con-
tributions of Ayurveda to 
modern healthcare is the 
innovative use of herbal 
medicine. It is reported 
that over 95% of Ayurvedic 
interventions are based on 
herbal treatments, utiliz-
ing the healing proper-
ties of nature. As scien-
tific research continues to 
validate the effectiveness 
of Ayurvedic herbs and 
therapies, the demand for 
these natural solutions is 
rapidly increasing world-
wide.

The rise of non-commu-

nicable diseases (NCDs) 
such as diabetes, cardio-
vascular disorders, and 
cancer has highlighted the 
need for natural, preven-
tive healthcare solutions. 
Ayurveda, with its focus on 
holistic well-being, offers a 
unique approach to man-
aging these conditions. 
Additionally, the growing 
problem of antimicrobial 
resistance requires alter-
native treatment methods, 

and Ayurvedic remedies, 
rooted in herbal medi-
cine, present sustainable 
options. As climate change 
exacerbates health risks, 
Ayurveda’s emphasis on 
lifestyle management, 
mental health, and care 
for the elderly provides 
resilient solutions for 
vulnerable populations. 
Moreover, as societies face 
challenges like nutrition-
al disorders and mental 

health crises, Ayurveda’s 
approach to balancing the 
body and mind becomes 
increasingly relevant.

Ayurveda is not a static 
system; it evolves con-
tinually through ongoing 
research and innovation. 
Recent advancements 
in fields such as genome 
sequencing and nano-
technology have revealed 
parallels with traditional 
Ayurvedic concepts like 

Prakriti (body constitu-
tion) and Bhasma (herbal-
mineral formulations). 
These modern innova-
tions help bridge the 
gap between traditional 
practices and contempo-
rary healthcare, making 
Ayurvedic treatments 
more accessible and sci-
entifically validated.

Ayurveda as a proactive 
health strategy that can 
boost immunity, mental 
clarity, and overall well-
being. The alignment of 
Ayurvedic innovations 
with the SDGs and Univer-
sal Health Coverage (UHC) 
underscores its potential 
to provide accessible, 
affordable, and inclusive 
healthcare. The 2024 
Ayurveda Day will mark 
several important mile-
stones that reflect the 
growth and integration of 
Ayurveda into mainstream 
healthcare. The Ministry 
of Ayush is accelerating 
this progress through the 
construction of Phase II 
of the All India Institute 

of Ayurveda in New Delhi 
and the establishment of 
six new Centers of Excel-
lence to promote innova-
tion and research in tra-
ditional medicine. Plans 
to develop the Central 
Research Institute of Yoga 
and Naturopathy (CRIYN) 
in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 
and Andhra Pradesh aim 
to enhance the promotion 
of holistic health practices.

The celebrations for 
Ayurveda Day 2024 
will include a variety of 
engaging activities, such 
as creative exhibitions, 
Ayurveda quizzes, medi-
cal camps, and Prakriti 
Parikshan (body consti-
tution analysis). Initia-
tives like “Ayurveda in My 
Kitchen” and “Ayurveda in 
My Vatika” will emphasise 
the practical application 
of Ayurvedic principles in 
daily life.

(The writer is Secretary 
Ministry of Ayush; views are 

personal)

Rising import reliance amid regulatory challenge
UTTAM GUPTA

According to the Petro-
leum Planning and 
Analysis Cell under 

the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas (MPNG), 
during the first six months 
of the current financial year 
(FY) September 2024, India’s 
consumption of natural gas 
(NG) increased by almost 
12 per cent to 36.850 bil-
lion metric standard cubic 
meters (bmscm) over the 
corresponding period last 
FY. However, the import of 
NG (it is imported in a lique-
fied form commonly known 
as LNG) increased by 23 per 
cent to 18.975 bmscm during 
this period. Taken as a pro-
portion of consumption, 
imports were 51.5 percent 
during April-September 2024 
up from 46.8 percent during 
April-September 2023. 

The country’s production 
of NG registered a marginal 
increase of around 2 per 
cent during April-September 
2024. The State-owned major 
Oil and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion or ONGC (it contributes 
about 84 per cent of total 
domestic output) produced 
9.407 bmscm of NG during 
this period, which was 4 
per cent less than during 
the same period of last FY. 
However, Oil India Limited 
(it has 8 per cent share) pro-
duced 4 per cent more NG 
at 1.577 bmscm during this 
period. The share of pro-
duction in consumption 
was 48.5 per cent.  Deliver-
ing the 75th Independence 
Day address on 15th August 

2021, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi vowed to achieve 
self-reliance in energy pro-
duction by boosting the 
gas-based economy. He had 
then wished the share of NG 
in the total energy mix to go 
up from subsisting around 6 
per cent to 15 per cent. Per-
tinently, even to comply with 
the 6 per cent share, India 
had to import more than 50 
per cent of its NG require-
ment.

The position hasn’t 
changed even today. Increas-
ing the share of NG in the 
total energy mix to 15 per 
cent would require its con-
sumption to increase from 
its current annual of 73.689 
bmscm to 184.222 mmscm 
(73.689x2.5). The current 
consumption includes 
domestic production of 
35.739 bmscm. If domes-
tic production stagnates at 
the current level (in sync 
with the trend of the last 
few years) then, to achieve 
the 15 per cent target, the 
import of LNG will have to 
be 148.483 bmscm (184.222-
35.739) which means India’s 
import dependence will 
have to increase to over 80 
per cent. The above calcula-
tion assumes no increase in 
total energy consumption. 
But, it is increasing at a rapid 
pace. The country’s power 
demand alone is projected to 
grow at a compound annual 
rate of 7 per cent during the 
next five years (as per an esti-
mate by the Central Electric-
ity Authority or CEA).  

In that scenario, compli-
ance with the 15 per cent 

target for NG would mean 
still higher reliance on 
imports. What is coming in 
the way of increasing pro-
duction? Natural resource 
endowment is not a prob-
lem. India has 26 sedimen-
tary basins (SBs) covering an 
area of 3.4 million sq km that 
could be searched for hydro-
carbon resources. However, 
only six of the SBs are under 
commercial exploitation; 
these too are sub-optimally 
utilised. Hydrocarbon explo-
ration is a highly capital-
intensive and technology-
intensive business involving 
a long gestation period. It is 
risky, especially when drill-
ing in deep/ultra-deep and 
high-pressure/high-temper-
ature (D/UD/HP/HT) fields 
in offshore areas such as the 
Krishna-Godavari (KG) basin.

However, these areas offer 
maximum promise in terms 
of reserves. Multinational 
companies (MNCs) such as 
ExxonMobil, Chevron, Total 
etc. which have the technol-
ogy and resources can be 
enthused to take long-term 
bets in the Indian hydro-
carbon sector provided the 
government offers them 
an opportunity to earn an 
attractive return on their 
investment in a ‘sustained’ 
basis.

This, in turn, requires 
that their efforts in the dis-
covery and development of 
NG fields don’t face regula-
tory hurdles and that they 
can sell the gas ‘freely’ at a 
‘remunerative’ price. Modi – 
The government has made a 
lot of efforts to remove regu-

latory hurdles. Until recently, 
of 1.73 million sq km SB area 
lying offshore,   0.69 million 
sq km was a ‘No go’ area, 
courtesy of security reasons.

The Centre has released 
almost all of this for explo-
ration and production (E&P) 
activity. Now, it is granting 
lease rights over the entire 
economic life of the allotted 
fields (this could extend up 
to 30 years, even beyond 
depending on the available 
reserves) instead of the 
extant system of short tenure 
with extensions.

It has also made amend-
ments to the Forest (Conser-
vation) Act to enable prompt 
access to forest areas for 
exploration of hydrocarbon 
resources. Under the Hydro-
carbon Exploration and 
Licensing Policy (HELP), 
also known as the Open Acre-
age Licensing Policy (OALP) 
launched in 2017, E&P firms 
are allowed to pick up a 
block of their choice unlike 
the earlier New Exploration 
and Licensing Policy (NELP) 
(launched in 1999) wherein 
they had to accept what the 
government offered. Besides, 
under OALP, an operator gets 
a composite license to search 
for hydrocarbon in whatever 
form viz NG, ‘shale gas’, CBM 
(coal bed methane) etc.  For 
long, E&P efforts were ham-
strung by cumbersome pro-
cedures, multiple approvals 
and bureaucratic red tape. 
Approvals were needed at 
every stage.

As many as 37 proce-
dures were required to be 
followed by a firm-awarded 

block under NELP. Team 
Modi has substantially liber-
alised and de-bureaucratised 
approvals by providing for 
self-certification of docu-
ments and pre-approved 
clearance of blocks. While 
the above helps, without 
freedom of marketing and 
the ability to secure a good 
price, E&P firms won’t get 
enthused.   Of the domestic 
gas, on around two-thirds 
of supplies (mostly from so-
called ‘legacy fields’ given on 
nomination to ONGC and OIL 
and from fields given under 
NELP), the Centre has full 
control over ‘to whom’ the 
supplies will be made and 
at ‘what price’. From April 
1, 2023, based on the rec-
ommendations of the Kirit 
Parikh committee, this price 
expressed on a per million 
British thermal units (Btu) 
basis is arrived at by taking 
10 per cent of the monthly 
average of the Indian crude 
basket in the preceding 
month and notified every 
month. The price thus cal-
culated is subject to a ceiling 
of US$ 6.50 per mBtu which 
makes the formula redun-
dant.

Now, the bureaucrats have 
come up with a 20 per cent 
premium on supplies by 
ONGC and OIL only from the 
so-called ‘new wells’ or ‘well 
interventions’.

If their intent is to give 
a good price why put a cap 
in the first place? Moreover, 
which fields get the benefit 
of ‘new wells’ or ‘interven-
tions’, will also be solely at 
their discretion.  Even the 

pricing of the remaining 
one-third of domestic NG 
supplied from the so-called 
deep/ultra-deep and high-
pressure/high-temperature 
fields (KG-D6 operated by 
Reliance Industries and 
neighbouring KG-DWN-98/2 
operated by ONGC in Krish-
na-Godavari basin off the 
Andhra Pradesh coast fall 
in this category) isn’t free 
from ‘control’ ‘discretion’ 
and ‘arbitrariness’. Techni-
cally though, the firms can 
go for competitive bidding 
to determine the price for 
such supplies (referred to as 
a ‘premium’ price), this too is 
subject to a ceiling linked to 
the prices of alternate fuels 
including fuel oil, naphtha, 
and LNG.  

There is an urgent need 
for a ‘predictable’ and 
‘attractive’ policy environ-
ment to give a fillip to the 
exploration and production 
of NG. The Kirit Parikh com-
mittee was conscious of this 
when it recommended de-
regulating difficult gas fields’ 
prices by January 1, 2026, 
and the price on supplies 
from legacy fields by Janu-
ary 1, 2027. The government 
should implement these rec-
ommendations. Meanwhile, 
it should prepare the ground 
for giving subsidies directly 
to major users such as fertil-
izers, power, CNG, PNG etc 
instead of creating distor-
tions in the supply chain by 
controlling the price of basic 
inputs such as NG.

(The writer is a policy 
analyst; views are personal)  

Unlocking the Divine Energie
ASHWININI GURUJI

The universe operates 
under the influence 
of various shaktis 

(divine energies). As one 
advances in yogic practice 
(sadhana), these ener-
gies can be experienced 
directly. Each of the 365 
days is associated with a 
specific shakti, which is 
why maintaining disci-
pline and consistent daily 
practice in yoga is crucial. 
Missing even a single day 
can disrupt the connec-
tion with that day’s shakti, 
potentially setting back the 
entire year’s sadhana. In 
the cosmos, every element 
is interconnected, so when 
one aspect is neglected, it 
affects everything—our 
body, the Earth, and even 
other planets and stars. 
Each shakti is associated 
with a day, but accessing 
these energies does not 
require rituals. In yogic 
and tantric traditions, 
sadhana alone is the key 
to connecting with shakti. 
Understanding the form 

(swaroop) of each shakti 
is essential. While every 
form has a specific name, 
names are revealed only 
after the body is prepared 
through particular sadha-
nas. At a basic level, when 
you meditate (dhyan) with 
your guru, you may see 
different forms manifest-
ing in them, such as the 
sun or the moon. Have you 
ever wondered what these 
forms signify?

Many practitioners have 
reported seeing the sun 
during meditation. What 
makes the sun so signifi-
cant? If you observe the 
sun at sunrise or sunset 
while focusing on the 
Manipura chakra (navel 
centre) and chanting the 
mantra “Ram,” you will 
notice a glow emerging 
in your body. Within a 
month, you may begin to 
look noticeably different. 
However, a word of cau-
tion—any yogic practice 
should be undertaken 
under the guidance of a 
guru who can adapt it to 
your capacity. Similarly, 

the moon is a fascinating 
energy source. It merely 
reflects the sun’s light, yet 
it can influence tides and 
even the Earth’s surface 
during a full moon. Have 
you ever considered what 
makes the moon special? 
On full moon nights, ani-
mals may behave aggres-
sively, and incidents of 
accidents and conflicts 
tend to rise. These are 
just basic observations 
that hint at something 
deeper about these celes-
tial forms. Understanding 

their true nature requires 
direct experience, which 
is attainable through the 
proper practice of Sana-
tan Kriya. The moon may 
appear calm and peaceful, 
but it is actually more vol-
atile than the sun. When 
you observe the moon 
under a guru’s guidance, 
you can perceive the man-
tras embedded within its 
form. Some shaktis are not 
directly visible and can 
only be accessed through 
other shaktis. These expe-
riences form the founda-

tion of yoga. Without direct 
experience, yoga remains 
incomplete. Nature, with 
all its wonders—from flow-
ers of various colors to the 
sky above—contains the 
hidden forms of shaktis. 
If you observe these ele-
ments without blinking, 
under the guidance of a 
guru, you may find that 
your physical and mental 
imbalances begin to dissi-
pate. However, discipline 
(niyam) is essential. The 
practice must be con-
tinuous, and disruptions 
will occur if one lacks the 
capacity for the shakti or 
does not have a guru to 
guide them.

Everything around us 
contains the essence of 
shakti, and these ener-
gies are easily accessible. 
When one becomes steady 
and focused on a particu-
lar shakti, it starts to follow 
them, empowering their 
life. The nine days leading 
up to Diwali hold special 
significance because of 
the congregation of spe-
cific shaktis during this 

period. Our ancestors 
advised observing celiba-
cy (brahmacharya) during 
these days to strengthen 
the body and prepare it 
to receive these energies. 
During this time, keep 
your mind centred within 
yourself, as the sadhana 
performed during these 
nine days is equivalent 
to months of practice. As 
Diwali approaches, espe-
cially on Amavasya (the 
new moon night), when 
we light diyas, it is an 
opportune time for shakti 
sadhana. Even a layperson 
who is not an experienced 
practitioner can perceive 
the swaroop of shakti by 
sitting with closed eyes in 
meditation. With a pure 
heart, one can experience 
these divine energies with-
out any elaborate rituals. 
Let this Diwali be a time to 
connect with the powerful 
shaktis, embracing their 
presence to enrich your 
spiritual journey.

(The writer is a spiritual 
guru; views are personal)
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HIGH-INTENSITY EXERCISE MORE 
BENEFICIAL FOR WEIGHT LOSS IN WOMEN
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 Exercising to lose weight? 
High-intensity physical 
workouts may be more 
beneficial, especially for 
women, according to a 
study.

The study, published in 
the Journal of the Endo-
crine Society, showed that 
more than moderate exer-
cise, and engaging in vigor-
ous physical activity like 
jumping rope, swimming, 
and cycling can suppress 
hunger levels in healthy 
adults.

The small study noted 
that females may be 
more susceptible to this 
response.

Researchers from the 
University of Virginia in 
the US showed that the 
effect is due to ghrelin -- a 
hormone that stimulates 
appetite. They noted that 
hunger levels are signifi-

cantly reduced after high-
intensity exercise, as com-
pared to moderate-intensi-
ty exercise or control (no 
exercise).

Lead author Kara 
Anderson, from the var-
sity, noted that people 
felt ‘less hungry’ after 
high-intensity exercise 

compared to moderate-
intensity exercise.

To investigate the effect 
of exercise intensity and 
sex on ghrelin levels and 
appetite in untrained 
humans the study includ-
ed eight males and six 
females. The participants 
fasted overnight and then 

completed exercises of 
varying intensity levels. 
This was determined by 
measurements of blood 
lactate, followed by self-
reported measurements 
of appetite.

The results showed 
females had higher levels 
of total ghrelin compared 

with males. However, 
only females demonstrat-
ed “significantly reduced 
acylated ghrelin (AG)” fol-
lowing the intense exer-
cise, the findings showed. 
AG and deacylated ghrelin 
(DAG) are the two forms of 
the hormone ghrelin.

Besides hunger, ghre-
lin is also known to affect 
energy balance, appetite, 
glucose homeostasis, 
immune function, sleep, 
and memory.

Anderson explained 
that exercise can be com-
pared to a drug, whose 
‘dose’ should be custom-
ised based on an individu-
al’s personal goals”.

While the study sug-
gests that high-intensity 
exercise can help in appe-
tite suppression and aid in 
weight loss, more research 
with longer follow-up 
duration is needed to con-
firm these preliminary 
observations.

Abnormal BMI in childhood can 
affect future lung function: Study
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

An abnormal body mass 
index (BMI) in children 
-- whether high or low 
-- can be associated with 
impaired lung function, 
according to research on 
Monday.

About 10 per cent 
people suffer from poor 
lung function in child-
hood. They also cannot 
achieve maximal lung 
capacity in adulthood, 
increasing the risk of seri-
ous health problems such 
as cardiovascular disease, 
lung disease and diabetes.

However, the study led 
by researchers from Karo-
linska Institutet in Sweden 
showed that if their BMI is 
normalised before they 
reach adulthood, the 
impairment can be offset.

The team followed 
3,200 children from birth 
to the age of 24. BMI -- the 
most common body mea-
surement -- which takes 
account of weight, but not 
muscle and fat composi-
tion was measured about 
4 times.

The results published 
in The European Respira-
tory Journal showed that 
abnormal weight and 

height were the major risk 
factors associated with 
impaired lung function.

Children with a per-
sistently high BMI or an 
accelerated increasing 
BMI had impaired lung 
function as adults. 

It was primarily the 
result of restricted airflow 
in the lungs, a condition 
known as obstruction.

However, in children 

“with an initially high 
BMI but a normalised BMI 
before puberty, lung func-
tion was not impaired in 
adulthood”, said principal 
investigator Erik Melen, 
professor of paediatrics at 
Karolinska Institutet.

“This highlights how 
important it is to optimise 
children’s growth both 
early in life and during 
their early school years 
and adolescence.”

A stable low BMI could 
also be linked to reduced 
lung function caused by 
inadequate lung growth. 
In these cases, BMI was 
not normalised through-
out the study.

The researchers also 
stressed the need to focus 
on introducing nutrition-
al measures, rather than 
focusing only on being 
overweight.

Can standing for long periods raise risk of stroke?
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 People whose occupa-
tions require them to 
stand for long hours, like 
retail workers, hairdress-
ers, or factory employees, 
are more susceptible to 
suffering strokes, accord-
ing to experts on Monday, 
ahead of World Stroke 
Day.

World Stroke Day is cel-
ebrated annually on Octo-
ber 29 to raise awareness 
about the condition to pre-
vent and treat it fast.

The number of people 
worldwide having a new 
stroke rose to 11.9 million 
in 2021 -- up by 70 per cent 
since 1990. Stroke-related 
deaths rose to 7.3 million 
-- up by 44 per cent since 
1990.

While stroke is now 
the third leading cause 
of death worldwide (after 
ischaemic heart disease 

and Covid-19), the condi-
tion is highly preventable 
and treatable.

“Standing for extended 
periods can increase the 
risk of blood pooling in the 
legs, which slows circula-
tion. 

This lack of efficient 
blood flow may lead to the 
formation of clots, raising 
the risk of stroke, particu-
larly if these clots travel to 
the brain,” Dr Raghvendra 

Ramdasi, Consultant Neu-
rosurgeon, Jaslok Hospital, 
Mumbai, told IANS.

Ramdasi noted that 
over time, poor circula-
tion can also contribute 
to hypertension -- another 
stroke risk factor.

A recent study from 
Australia involving over 
83,000 participants found 
that prolonged sitting or 
standing was linked to a 
higher risk of problems 

such as varicose veins 
and feeling dizzy or light-
headed.

The study called for 
regular movements.

It noted that standing 
for extended periods can 
cause blood to pool in the 
legs, which slows circula-
tion and raises the possi-
bility of blood clots.

“An ischemic stroke 
could result from these 
clots dislodging and 
moving to the brain if 
there is a hole in the 
heart, where they would 
stop blood flow,” Dr. 
Vikram Huded, HOD and 
Director and Clinical Lead 
- Interventional Neurology 
at Narayana Group told 
IANS.

The experts recom-
mended people with exist-
ing heart disease, hyper-
tension, or a family history 
of stroke be particularly 
careful and take frequent 
breaks to move around.

Childhood attention issues 
may signal psychosis risk later
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

Children suffering atten-
tion problems may be at 
risk of developing psy-
chotic-like experiences in 
adulthood, finds a study 
on Monday.

Psychosis is a mental 
condition that causes a 
person to lose touch with 
reality.

According to research-
ers from the University of 
California - Los Angeles, 
who analysed data from 
about 10,000 children 
for over six years, besides 
genetic makeup, atten-
tional variability influ-
enced the risk of broader 
psychotic-like symptoms 
as children grow into ado-
lescence.

Children with a higher 
genetic risk for a broad set 
of neuropsychiatric and 
cognitive disorders had 
a greater risk of severe 

psychotic-like experienc-
es and greater attention 
issues.

In addition, attention 
span variability partially 
acted as an intermediate 
between the relationships 
between genetic risk for 
neuropsychiatric disor-
ders and the expression of 
psychotic-like symptoms.

Attention span issues 
explained 4-16 per cent 
of these associations, 
revealed the findings, pub-
lished in Nature Mental 
Health.

“If attention completely 
explained the relationship 
between genetic predispo-
sition and psychotic-like 
experiences, that per-
centage would be 100 per 
cent,” said Sarah Chang, 
a neuroscience graduate 
student at UCLA.

The researchers noted 
that the majority of youth 
who experience psychot-
ic-like symptoms will not 

go on to develop schizo-
phrenia. These events 
raise the chance of a 
future psychotic disorder 
and mental illness.

The study findings, 
based on cognitive, brain, 
and genetic data from 
more than 10,000 partici-
pants, may help lead to 
future molecular targets 
that could be targets for 
early intervention for psy-
chosis.

The study also involved 
the use of polygenic scores 
for neuropsychiatric con-
ditions. 

These scores sum-
marise the combined 
effect of a large number 
of genetic variants to esti-
mate a person’s risk for 
developing the disorder. 
However, a limitation 
of using the polygenic 
scores is that they mostly 
rely on genetic data from                                                
people with European 
ancestry.

Arunachal Guv adopts 2 TB patients from LDV
AGENCIES
ITANAGAR, OCT 28

 As part of ongoing com-
mitment to eradicate 
tuberculosis (TB) in the 
state, Arunachal Pradesh 
Governor Lt General 
(Retd) KT Parnaik has 
adopted two TB patients 
from Lower Dibang 
Valley district, under the 
Nikshay Mitra initiative.

The Nikshay Mitra ini-
tiative under the Pradhan 
Mantri TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyan encourages com-
munity/donors to support 
TB patients by providing 
them with additional 
nutritional, diagnostic, 
and vocational assistance.

The Governor, in his 
role as a Nikshay Mitra, 
presented food baskets 
to the adopted patients 
during his visit to the Dis-
trict Hospital at Roing in 
Lower Dibang Valley dis-
trict on Sunday.

Earlier this month, the 
Governor adopted two TB 
patients each from Kamle 
and Upper Subansiri 
districts. He had earlier 
adopted two patients each 
from Kra Daadi, Siang, 
and West Siang districts, 
officials said.

Interacting with the 
Lower Dibang Valley dis-
trict MLAs Mutchu Mithi 
and Puinnyo Apum and 
health officials, the Gov-

ernor highlighted Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
goal to eliminate TB from 
India by 2025, ahead of 
the global TB-related 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) target 
of 2030. He urged the 
public to unite in sup-
porting this commitment.
The Governor encouraged 
the health officials to pro-
mote healthy lifestyles, 
raise health awareness, 
and leverage technology 
for better analysis and 
planning. 

He also praised the ded-
ication of doctors, nurses, 
and paramedics in driving 
social reforms within the 
health centers, embody-

ing the ethos of “care and 
share.”

District Tuberculo-
sis Officer Dr Saga Migri 
briefed the Governor on 
TB and other health issues 
in the district. Lower 
Dibang Valley Deputy 
Commissioner Soumya 
Saurabh and SP Tumme 
Amo were also present 
during the visit.

The Governor, accom-
panied by his wife Anagha 
Parnaik, also took part in 
the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ 
plantation programmes at 
Anini and District Hospi-
tal at Roing on Saturday 
and Sunday.

The Governor, who 
has been advocating for 

conservation of flora and 
fauna, exhorted the com-
munity to honour and 
celebrate motherhood 
by planting a tree in their 
mothers' names.

He highlighted that the 
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ ini-
tiative not only pays trib-
ute to mothers but also 
contributes to environ-
mental goals, including 
increasing green cover, 
fighting climate change, 
and protecting biodiver-
sity.

The Governor said that 
the program helps foster a 
stronger sense of respon-
sibility and connection to 
nature within individuals 
and communities.

Science Ministry grants herbal patents 
to 26 indigenous knowledge holders
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

The Ministry of Science 
and Technology has facili-
tated 26 indigenous knowl-
edge holders from Jammu 
and Kashmir and Gujarat 
with herbal patents, it said 
on Monday.

“This will facilitate the 
scaling up of technologies 
for commercial and social 
ventures,” the ministry 
said.

The custodians of 
herbal traditional knowl-
edge were granted herbal 
patents at felicitation 
programmes held earlier 
at the University of Kash-
mir and subsequently at 
the National Innovation 

Foundation, Gandhinagar 
on October 22.

“Knowledge holders 
interact within their eco-
logical system and possess 
a deep understanding of 
local flora accumulated 
through experiences, 
experiments, and wisdom. 
These practices are tools 
for solving challenges in 
human health and agricul-
ture including livestock at 
their locale,” the ministry 
said.

“With rising concern 
on environmental hygiene 
and antimicrobial resis-
tance, these sustainable 
practices are gaining 
importance. Such herbal 
medicines have to be 
recognised, scientifically 

valorised for integration in 
the health care system,” it 
added.

To protect the indig-
enous knowledge system 
of the country, the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology in 2000 set up the 
National Innovation Foun-
dation-India (NIF).

The NIF had incubated 
a large pool of outstand-
ing traditional knowledge 
practices and protected 
this wisdom through 
Intellectual Property [IP] 
Rights. Several of these 
technologies were IP pro-
tected to create opportuni-
ties in scaling up technolo-
gies for social benefit, the 
ministry said.

Further, it stressed 

the need to protect these 
health traditions with 
scientific evidence to 
help “augment the link 
between informal and 
formal systems for larger 
social goals”.

The scientif ically 
proven herbal practices 
can pave the way for tech-
nology and industry part-
nerships, helping build 
indigenous cost-effective 
solutions for public health 
concerns.

The ministry said that 
such initiatives are vital for 
India’s herbal heritage. It 
also emphasised the criti-
cal requirement for sus-
tainable practices that can 
foster economic growth 
and community resilience.

Long-Covid like condition common 
after respiratory infections: Study
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

Long-Covid -- continued 
illness post Covid-19 -- 
is common after other 
respiratory infections, 
according to a study.

A team of researchers 
from the University of 
Oxford in the UK anal-
ysed data from 190,000 
participants. 

They classified them 
into: people hospitalised 
with Covid and those 
hospitalised with other 
lower respiratory tract 
infections (LRTIs). These 
were then compared with 
a reference group with no 
LRTI hospitalisations.

Participants completed 

surveys reporting on 45 
different physical and 
psychological symptoms 
observed across the ear, 
nose, and throat; respi-
ratory; neurological; gas-
trointestinal; and muscu-
loskeletal systems.

The findings, pub-
lished in JAMA Network 
Open, showed that 
people hospitalised with 
Covid had higher risks of 
23 out of 45 symptoms. 
Similarly, those hospital-
ised for non-Covid LRTIs 
had 18 out of 45.

Dr. Junqing Xie from 
NDORMS at the varsity 
said the “post-acute 
effects of Covid-19 are not 
unique”. 

These “can also 

occur with other severe 
respiratory infections," 
explained Junqing.

While those with Long 
Covid are more likely 
to suffer from contin-
ued fatigue, breathless-
ness, and even brain fog. 
Some previous studies 
have shown that Covid 
patients are also likely to 
have a persistent loss of 
taste. 

However, neurological 
and cognitive symptoms 
were also observed in the 
latest study.

They found that prob-
lems with thinking and 
communicating were 
higher than in the refer-
ence group. But it was 
also higher than those 

hospitalised for other 
LRTIs.

Junqing called for 
expanding understand-
ing of long-term health 
consequences that can 
arise from other severe 
respiratory infections. 
This is when healthcare 
systems worldwide con-
tinue to grapple with the 
after-effects of the Covid 
pandemic.

He also stressed the 
need for recognising 
differences/similarities 
between post-acute infec-
tions caused by a differ-
ent virus. 

This can help plan 
better preventive mea-
sures and tailored care 
for these patients.

PAKISTAN REPORTS 41ST 
POLIO CASE IN 2024
AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, OCT. 28

 Pakistan reported anoth-
er polio case, increasing 
the overall tally to 41 in 
2024, an official from the 
health ministry said on 
Saturday.

An official from the 
Regional Reference Lab-
oratory for Polio Eradi-
cation at the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) 
confirmed the detection 
of type 1 wild poliovirus 
in a child from Loralai 
district of the country's 

southwest Balochistan 
province.

So far, 21 cases have 
been reported from Balo-
chistan, 12 from southern 
Sindh province, six from 
northwest Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, and one each 
from eastern Punjab and 
federal capital Islam-
abad, according to the 
official.

"Balochistan is facing 
an intense transmission 
of wild poliovirus type 1 
this year. 

While this is the first 
case from Loralai of 

the year, four consecu-
tive sewage samples 
have tested positive                                      
from the district since 
June, indicating that 
the virus is circulating             
there," the NIH official 
said.

Meanwhile, Pakistan 
is set to launch a nation-
wide vaccination cam-
paign from Oct. 28 to 
vaccinate more than 45 
million children in vari-
ous districts, according 
to the prime minister's 
focal person for polio 
eradication.
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PM MODI TO LAUNCH MULTIPLE HEALTH 
PROJECTS WORTH RS 12,850 CR TODAY
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

In a major boost to the 
healthcare sector in India, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is expected to 
launch, inaugurate, and 
lay the foundation stone 
of multiple health-related 
projects worth around Rs 
12,850 crore on October 
29, the PM Office said on 
Monday.

The projects, to be ini-
tiated across the states 
on the occasion of Dhan-
vantari Jayanti and 9th 
Ayurveda Day, will be 
launched at around 12.30 
p.m. Tuesday at All India 
Institute of Ayurveda 
(AIIA), Delhi.

The Prime Minister 
will inaugurate Phase II 
of India’s First All India 
Institute of Ayurveda. It 
includes a Panchakarma 
hospital, an Ayurvedic 
pharmacy for drug manu-
facturing, a sports medi-
cine unit, a central library, 
an IT and startups incuba-
tion centre, and a 500-
seat auditorium among                           
others. 

Three three medical 
colleges at Mandsaur, 
Neemuch, and Seoni in 
Madhya Pradesh will also 
be inaugurated.

PM Modi will inaugu-
rate facility and service 
extensions at various 
AIIMS in Bilaspur in Him-

achal Pradesh, Kalyani 
in West Bengal, Patna 
in Bihar, Gorakhpur in 
Uttar Pradesh, Bhopal in 
Madhya Pradesh, Guwa-
hati in Assam and in Delhi, 
which will also include a 
Jan Aushadhi Kendra.

A Super Speciality Block 
in Government Medi-
cal College at Bilaspur in 
Chhattisgarh and a Criti-
cal Care Block in Bargarh, 
Odisha will also be inau-
gurated.

The Prime Minister will 
also lay the foundation 
stone of five Nursing Col-
leges in Shivpuri, Ratlam, 
Khandwa, Rajgarh, and 
Mandsaur in Madhya 
Pradesh; 21 Critical 
Care Blocks at Himachal 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Mani-
pur, Tamil Nadu and Raj-
asthan under Ayushman 
Bharat Health Infrastruc-
ture Mission (PM-ABHIM), 
and several facilities and 
service extensions at 
AIIMS in Delhi and in Bilas-
pur, Himachal Pradesh.

He will also inaugurate 
an ESIC Hospital at Indore 
in Madhya Pradesh and lay 
the foundation stone for 
ESIC hospitals at Farid-
abad in Haryana, Bom-
masandra and Narasapur 
in Karnataka, Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh, Meerut 
in Uttar Pradesh, and 
Atchutapuram in Andhra 
Pradesh.

These projects will 

bring healthcare benefits 
to around 55 lakh ESI                 
beneficiaries, the PMO 
said.

As part of the flagship 
scheme Ayushman Bharat 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PM-JAY), the Prime 
Minister will launch an 
expansion of health cov-
erage to all senior citizens 
aged 70 years and above. 
The initiative, approved 
by the Union Cabinet in 
September, will help pro-
vide health coverage to all 
senior citizens regardless 
of their income.

In a bid to enhance ser-
vice delivery across sec-
tors, and to make health-
care more accessible, the 
PM will also launch drone 
services at 11 Tertiary 
Healthcare Institutions -- 
nine AIIMS at Rishikesh 
(Uttarakhand), Bibinagar 
(Telangana), Guwahati 

(Assam), Bhopal (Madhya 
Pradesh), Jodhpur (Rajas-
than), Patna (Bihar), Bilas-
pur (Himachal Pradesh), 
Rae Bareli (Uttar Pradesh), 
Raipur (Chhattisgarh), 
Mangalagiri (Andhra 
Pradesh); and RIMS 
Imphal in Manipur.

To enable speedy medi-
cal care, helicopter emer-
gency medical services 
will also be launched from 
AIIMS Rishikesh.

The PM will also launch 
a fully digitised vaccina-
tion process that benefits 
pregnant women and 
infants -- the U-WIN portal.

The portal will ensure 
timely administration 
of life-saving vaccines 
to pregnant women and 
children (from birth to 16 
years) against 12 vaccine-
preventable diseases, the 
PMO said.

A separate portal will 

be launched for allied and 
healthcare professionals 
and institutes. 

It will act as a central-
ised database of existing 
healthcare professionals 
and institutes.

Further, Prime Minister 
Modi will also launch sev-
eral initiatives to strength-
en the research and 
development and testing 
infrastructure to improve 
the healthcare ecosystem 
in the country. A Central 
Drugs Testing Laboratory 
in Gothapatna in Bhu-
baneswar, Odisha will also 
be launched.

The PM will lay the 
foundation stone of two 
Central Research Institutes 
in Yoga and Naturopathy 
at Khordha in Odisha, and 
Raipur in Chhattisgarh.

 He will also lay the 
foundation stone of four 
Centres of Excellence at 
NIPER Ahmedabad in 
Gujarat for medical devic-
es, NIPER Hyderabad in 
Telangana for bulk drugs, 
NIPER Guwahati in Assam 
for phytopharmaceuti-
cals, and NIPER Mohali in 
Punjab for anti-bacterial 
anti-viral drug discovery 
and development.

Four Ayush Centres 
of Excellence will be 
launched, for diabetes 
and metabolic disorders at 
the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bengaluru; sustain-
able Ayush for advanced 

technological solutions, 
start-up support, and net 
zero sustainable solutions 
for Rasaushadhies at IIT 
Delhi; fundamental and 
translational research in 
Ayurveda at Central Drug 
Research Institute, Luc-
know; and Ayurveda and 
Systems Medicine at JNU, 
New Delhi.

In a major boost to the 
Make in India initiative in 
the healthcare sector, five 
projects are expected to 
be inaugurated under the 
Production Linked Incen-
tive (PLI) scheme for medi-
cal devices and bulk drugs.

These units -- at Vapi 
in Gujarat, Hyderabad in 
Telangana, Bengaluru in 
Karnataka, Kakinada in 
Andhra Pradesh, and Nal-
agarh in Himachal Pradesh 
-- will manufacture high-
end medical devices, such 
as body implants and 
critical care equipment,                       
along with important bulk 
drugs.

A nationwide campaign, 
“Desh Ka Prakriti Parik-
shan Abhiyan,” that aims 
to raise health awareness 
among the citizens will 
also be launched by the 
PM.

To develop climate-
resilient healthcare servic-
es, the PM will also launch 
a state-specific Action Plan 
on Climate Change and 
Human Health for each 
state and UT.

Udhayanidhi Stalin must adhere to dress 
code as per government order, says AIADMK
AGENCIES
CHENNAI, OCT 28

 The AIADMK has demand-
ed that Tamil Nadu’s 
Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin adhere 
to the dress code mandat-
ed by a Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment order.

AIADMK legal cell sec-
retary and former Tamil 
Nadu MLA, S. Imbadurai, 
stated on Monday that the 
government dress code, 
which applies to govern-
ment employees, should 
be followed by the Deputy 
Chief Minister as well.

According to the Tamil 
Nadu Government Order 
(G.O.), male employees 
are required to wear shirts 
with formal pants or dhoti, 
in keeping with Tamil cul-
ture, or other traditional 
Indian attire.

Female employees must 
wear sarees or salwar 
suits. Imbadurai also criti-
cised Udhayanidhi Stalin 
for wearing a T-shirt dis-
playing the DMK flag and 

the rising sun symbol of 
the party, which he wore 
at official events.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister’s choice of informal 
attire has drawn strong 
criticism from the Opposi-
tion parties in Tamil Nadu.

A petition has also been 
filed in Madras High Court, 
challenging Udhayanidhi 
Stalin’s casual attire at offi-
cial functions as unconsti-
tutional.

In the petition, advo-

cate M. Sathyakumar 
argued: “Displaying the 
DMK party symbol at gov-
ernment functions violates 
Constitutional provisions 
and the Representation 
of the People Act, 1951. I 
assert that these actions 
are unconstitutional and 
illegal, calling for adher-
ence to the dress code and 
separation between politi-
cal affiliations and govern-
ment duties.”

The petitioner fur-

ther contended that, as a 
public servant, Udhaya-
nidhi should not wear 
party symbols in govern-
ment meetings or while 
performing official duties, 
as it could amount to indi-
rect solicitation for votes, 
which is legally inappro-
priate.

He also argued that 
wearing casual attire, 
such as a T-shirt, jeans, 
and informal footwear, 
at official events violates 
the formal dress code 
prescribed by the govern-
ment.

Udhayanidhi Stalin, 
seen as the heir apparent 
in the DMK, has been pre-
pared to succeed his father 
M. K. Stalin as Chief Minis-
ter. Since becoming a min-
ister, he has been promot-
ed to Deputy Chief Minis-
ter of Tamil Nadu. He was 
also in charge of the DMK’s 
campaign for the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections, actively 
travelling across the state 
as a lead campaigner for 
the party.

Your vote is for peace, democracy and equality: Priyanka Gandhi in Wayanad
AGENCIES
WAYANAD, OCT 28

 Congress-led UDF can-
didate Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra on Monday began 
her byelection campaign 
in the Wayanad Lok Sabha 
constituency by launch-
ing a scathing attack on 
the Centre, alleging that 
the values of the Constitu-
tion are constantly being 
subverted. She urged the 
people to vote for peace, 
democracy and equality 
in India.

On Monday, she has 
public meetings at three 
of the seven Assembly 
constituencies that fall in 
the Wayanad Lok Sabha 
and on Tuesday she will 
address four meetings 
before leaving for Delhi.

Her first stop was at 
Meenagandi and then at 
Panamaram and the topic 
at both meetings was the 
same as she reminded the 

people about the need for 
voting for the Congress.

“You know the times 
we are living in when the 
BJP is in Centre, where 
fear, anger and mistrust 
are spread among the 
people. You have seen the 
attacks against minorities 
and seen what has hap-
pened in Manipur. The 
values of the Constitution 
are thwarted and policies 
after policies are made to 
make the friends of the 
PM happy...Today we are 
fighting a very big battle 
and Rahul Gandhi is lead-
ing that battle. All of us are 
fighting for the values of 
this country to be built. 
We are fighting for the 
values of our constitution. 
Today we are fighting for 
democracy equality, and 
truth and each one of you 
is an important soldier for 
this. So please understand 
that along with me you 
also have a responsibility 

towards the country. As if 
there is a time to stand up 
for truth and democracy 
the time is now,” said Pri-
yanka Gandhi.

“Each one of you with 
one vote of yours can 
stand up for it. On my way, 
journalists asked me what 
my expectations were as 
to how many lakhs votes I 
would get. But I expect to 
look into your hearts and 
recognize what has hap-
pened as your vote is for 
peace, democracy equal-
ity for India. If you choose 

to elect me as your MP, I 
will work as hard as pos-
sible to do my best. I will 
stand side by side with you 
and raise your issues. You 
give me your trust and I 
will not let you down,” 
said the Congress general 
secretary.

She said the love the 
people in Wayanad are 
giving her makes her 
hugely indebted to all. She 
then recalled an episode 
with Mother Teresa and 
related it with the way she 
walked into the house of 

an ex-serviceman’s home 
last Tuesday and met his 
aged mother Thresia when 
she came to file her nomi-
nation.

“When I was sitting 
next to Thresia who gave 
me the rosary, it reminded 
me of when I was 19 years 
old, my father had just 
died and Mother Teresa 
came to meet my mother. 
On that day I had a fever 
and was in my room. She 
wanted to meet me and 
put her hand on my head 
and just like Thresia gave 
a rosary in my hand, she 
also did the same. She 
might have realized that 
since my father had died I 
was sad and going through 
troubled times. Mother 
Teresa said to me, “you 
come and work with me. 
So I went to work with the 
sisters of Mother Teresa in 
Delhi, I started to teach the 
children a bit of English 
and Hindi. This is the first 

time am speaking about 
this in public but there is 
a context...So my job was 
to teach the children and 
on Tuesday we washed 
the bathrooms, cleaned 
the vessels, taught the 
children to paint, and took 
them outside. By working 
with them I understood 
the pain and trouble 
they faced and also what 
it meant to serve. Then I 
learned how a community 
can help,” said Priyanka 
Gandhi.

“When I came here after 
the terrible landslide, I 
immediately recognized 
how the way the commu-
nity came together to help 
the suffering. I saw each 
one of you did whatever 
you could do to help irre-
spective of religion and 
profession. Many times in 
situations like these, we 
see human greed, people 
taking away things, but did 
not see that in Wayanad. 

PM Modi, Spanish Prez greet 
specially-abled girl as she gifts them 
portraits during Vadodara roadshow
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

In a heartwarming 
moment during Vadodara 
roadshow, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Span-
ish President Pedro San-
chez took a special pause 
to greet Dia Gosai, a spe-
cially-abled student from 
MS University who pre-
sented them a sketched 
portrait of both leaders.

Upon spotting Dia 
in the crowd, PM Modi 
stopped the motorcade 
and stepped out to per-
sonally thank her for the 
special gift. Both leaders 
shook hands with Dia, 
praising her extraordi-
nary artistic talent. The 
Spanish President also 
expressed admiration for 
the sketch, acknowledg-
ing her skills while shak-
ing hands.

The heart-warming 
moment unfolded when 
PM Modi and his Spanish 
counterpart Pedro San-
chez were travelling in 
an open jeep and waving 
hands at people standing 
on both sides of the route, 
during the Vadodara road-
show.

The touching moment 
saw the crowd applauding 
the two leaders for show-
ing their compassionate 
and humane side.

PM Modi alongside 
Spanish President Pedro 
Sanchez inaugurated the 
TATA Aircraft Complex 
in Vadodara, marking a 

major milestone for the 
"Make in India" initiative 
in the aviation sector.

The two leaders 
unveiled the Final Assem-
bly Line (FAL) Plant for 
the C295 military air-
craft, developed by Tata 
Advanced Systems in col-
laboration with Airbus 
Spain.

It was before the inau-
guration that PM Modi 
and President Sanchez 
participated in a 2.5 km 
roadshow from the air-
port to the Tata facility, 
engaging with the public 
and witnessing cultural 
performances along the 
way.

At the event, PM Modi 
highlighted India's rapid 
development, noting, 
"This is my friend Pedro 
Sanchez's first visit to 
India. Today, we are 
moving in a new direc-
tion to the India-Spain 
partnership with the 
production factory of the 
C295 aircraft. This facility 
will enhance India-Spain 
relations and the 'Make in 
India, Make for the World' 
mission."

As part of the C295 pro-
gram, a total of 56 aircraft 
will be manufactured, 
with 16 to be delivered by 
Airbus from Spain and the 
remaining 40 to be built 
within the TATA Aircraft 
Complex, located on the 
Tata Advanced Systems 
Limited (TASL) campus 
in Vadodara. 

'Delhi Nyay Yatra' to address city's 
long-pending issues, raise voice 
against injustices: Congress
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

Congress leaders on 
Monday said that the 'Delhi 
Nyay Yatra' modelled on 
the lines of Rahul Gandhi's 
Bharat Jodo Yatra, will help 
acknowledge and address 
the long-pending issues of 
the capital and also seek to 
end the 'injustices' done to 
residents.

They said that the 'Nyay 
Yatra' will address the 
issues faced by the people, 
whose welfare, they 
claimed, has been over-
looked by both the central 
government and the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP).

Congress national 
spokesperson Pawan 
Khera said that the Delhi 
Nyay Yatra will protest 
against the "injustices" 
inflicted on Delhi resi-

dents by the BJP and AAP 
governments at Centre and 
state level respectively.

"The people of Delhi are 
watching this Yatra with 
hope as it stands against 
the years of injustice. This 
Yatra will oppose the injus-
tice," he told IANS.

Congress National Sec-
retary and spokesperson 
Alok Sharma, speaking to 
IANS, emphasised that the 
Yatra reflects the party's 
commitment to meeting 
the needs of Delhi's citi-
zens.

"Delhi tops the charts 
in pollution, crime, 
unemployment, and                                       
inflation. 

The Nyay Yatra will 
bring these issues into 
focus, allowing us to com-
municate with the people 
of Delhi and hear their 
voices," he said.

PM Modi, Spanish Prez pledge to enhance partnership 
in bilateral talks, held at Laxmi Vilas Palace
AGENCIES
VADODARA (GUJARAT), OCT 28

 Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi met Spanish 
President Pedro Sanchez 
for bilateral talks at the 
Durbar Hall complex of 
Laxmi Vilas Palace in 
Vadodara on Monday. The 
focus of their discussion 
centered around strength-
ening bilateral ties across 
various sectors.

The two leaders also 
talked about the shared 
commitment by both 
nations on burning issues 
of global peace, prosper-
ity, and cooperation.

The meeting took place 
following the inaugura-
tion of the TATA-Airbus 
C295 aircraft production 
facility, with both leaders 
underscoring their com-
mitment to a dynamic and 
multifaceted India-Spain 
partnership.

The two leaders, fol-
lowing delegation-level 
talks, also had lunch at 
the palace and interacted 
with the India-Spain busi-

ness delegation.
Welcoming President 

Sanchez, PM Modi said, 
"I welcome you and your 
delegation. This is your 
first visit to India. Last 
year in New Delhi, we all 
felt your absence. It's a 
pleasure to welcome you 
to India during Diwali in 
my home state of Gujarat."

He noted Gujarat's repu-
tation as a "land of festivals 
and enthusiasm" and lik-
ened the Diwali festivities 
to the renewed energy and 
enthusiasm in India-Spain 
relations sparked by San-

chez's visit.
Highlighting the deep 

historical roots of the 
India-Spain partnership, 
PM Modi remarked, "With 
the inauguration of the 
C295 plant, we're begin-
ning a new chapter. Our 
shared commitment to 
democracy and the rule of 
law connects us, and we 
have strong ties in fields 
like economy, defence, 
pharmaceuticals, IT, sci-
ence and technology, 
renewable energy, and 
more. We also share a 
commitment to global 

peace, prosperity, and 
cooperation."

PM Modi further 
emphasised on the impor-
tance of people-to-people 
ties, noting that young 
Indian talent is contribut-
ing to Spain's green and 
digital transition goals.

"In light of this growing 
relationship, India opened 
a new Consulate in Bar-
celona this year, and we 
welcome Spain's decision 
to open a new Consulate 
in Bengaluru," he added.

Spanish President San-
chez congratulated PM 
Modi on his third term in 
office and expressed opti-
mism about the impact of 
his visit, stating, "It is an 
honour to be in India with 
the Spanish delegation. I 
am confident this visit will 
enhance our bilateral rela-
tions and reflect the influ-
ence both India and Spain 
hold globally." Sanchez 
also mentioned an "ambi-
tious joint declaration" 
being endorsed during 
the visit, covering a wide 
range of collaborations.
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Trump attacks China, says US has greatest military
AGENCIES
NEW YORK, OCT 28 

In a confrontation with 
China, “we will kick their 
ass”, Republican Presi-
dential Candidate Donald 
Trump has said at a cam-
paign rally, asserting, “We 
have the greatest military 
in the world”.

Speaking out against 
what he asserted was the 
weakening of respect for 
the US under President Joe 
Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris, he said 
on Sunday, “A report that 
they issued that if we end 
up in a war with China, 
we cannot win. We're not 
strong enough”.

“We have the greatest 
military in the world,” he 
declared.

“You don't put out 
reports like that – and it's 
not true. We would kick 
their ass,” he said.

Even “assuming that's 
true, how stupid are you 
to put out a report like 
that,” he said. He did 
not say which report he 
was referring to, but it 
was likely a report from 
the Commission on the 
National Defence Strategy 
to the Senate Armed Ser-
vices earlier this year.

It said, “The Commis-
sion finds that the US mili-
tary lacks both the capa-
bilities and the capacity 
required to be confident 
it can deter and prevail in 

combat” and that "in many 
ways, China is outpacing 
the United States and has 
largely negated the US 
military advantage in the 
Western Pacific".

Trump's strong state-
ment tinged by a colloqui-
al vulgarity was in keeping 
with his theme of assert-
ing that he would reclaim 
America’s greatness which 
he said had been devalued 
by Biden and Harris.

“If we win, our enemies 
won't be laughing any-
more,” Trump said

The Madison Square 
Garden was packed to its 
capacity of about 19,000 
about 90 minutes before 
his campaign rally was to 
begin, and thousands were 
left stranded outside after 
waiting for hours to get in 
and watched him on giant 
screens.

Inside, whipped to 
bouts of frenzy, the crowd 
punctuated his speech 
with screams of, "USA, 
USA", and "Four more 
years".

Although most of his 
nearly 90-minute speech 
focused on immigration 
and inflation, he present-
ed himself as the keeper 
of world order.

His 2016 Democratic 
Party rival Hillary Clin-
ton, he said, had warned 
that he would start World 
War III, but he was the first 
president in 82 years not 
to have launched a foreign 

military intervention.
He said that if he were 

the president, Russia 
would not have invaded 
Ukraine or Hamas attacked 
Israel.

He said he got along 
with Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin and other 
adversaries.

“Ukraine was the apple 
of his (Putin’s) eye, but I 
said, Vladimir, don't go in,” 
Trump said.

On foreign trade, he 
reiterated his threat to 
enact what he called 
the Trump Reciprocal                                              
Tax Act that would impose 
tariffs of the same amount 
that countries levied 
on imports from the                                                     
US.

He said he would make 
the US companies bring 
home their manufactur-
ing, creating jobs in the 
US.

Trump promised a 
“golden age” of prosper-
ity for the US.

Attacking Harris as dis-
honest, he repeated his 
claim that she had not 
worked at McDonald’s 
fast-food restaurant as she 
had said.

He said that his cam-
paign event of working at 
a Pennsylvania restaurant 
was longer than any she 
might have.

He asserted that Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai - “a 
very smart guy” - had 
called him about it.

Mangling his first name 
by pronouncing the U as 
in sun, Trump said, “I got 
a call from Sundar … and 
he said, we've had more                          
hits for McDonald's (story). 
I think he said (more                                          
than) anything we've ever 
had”.

(Harris and many 
sources maintain that she 
had worked part-time at 
McDonald's while she was 
a student at Howard Uni-
versity in Washington.)

Trump praised his vice 

presidential candidate 
J.D. Vance’s wife, Usha, as 
a highly intelligent person 
who had topped Yale Law 
School and said their                                                 
children would be very 
smart.

Trump trotted out his 
well-worn accusations that 
Harris was a radical Leftist 
who was trying to hide her 
past radical statements on 
immigration and being soft 
on crime but would bring 
them back if elected.

The media was again his 
target, calling it “fakers” 
and “enemy of the 
people”.

The rally was as much 
entertainment as serious 
policy discourse.

His speech was punctu-
ated by music and videos 
of crimes by migrants.

For Trump, who was 
convicted in the city on 
32 charges of fraud for 
trying to hide as business 
expenses his hush money 
payments to a porn star 
who claimed to have had 
a sexual tryst, and faces 
sentencing next month, 
it seemed like a moment 
of triumph as thousands 
cheered him on what was 
once his home turf.

“This is the city where I 
was born and raised, and 
this is the town that taught 
me that Americans can do 
anything,” he said.

The former president 
has moved his official 
residence from the city to 

Florida but keeps a pent-
house at Trump Towers.

His wife, Melania, who 
introduced him, recalled 
a rally Trump had held in 
South Bronx in May.

The last time a Republi-
can president campaigned 
there, it was Ronald 
Reagan, who turned New 
York "red", she said.

Speaking in a city where 
he won only a paltry 23 
per cent of the votes in 
2020, Trump who has 
been accused of divisive 
rhetoric tried to project a 
sense of inclusivity.

He said he was build-
ing the “biggest, broadest 
coalition in the history of 
the country”.

“We bleed the same 
blood. we share the same 
hope. we are one people, 
one family, and one glori-
ous nation under God,” he 
said.

Although he did not say 
anything racist, some of 
his associates who spoke 
before him did.

Tucker Carlson, a 
former Fox News talk show 
host, ridiculed Harris, 
whose mother is Indian, 
as “a Samoan, Malaysian, 
low-IQ”

Tesla founder and CEO 
Elon Musk, who, Trump 
said, will head a govern-
ment efficiency panel, 
claimed that he would cut 
$2 trillion from the cur-
rent federal budget of $6.5                 
trillion.

Japan PM Ishiba vows 
to continue leading govt 
following election debacle
AGENCIES
TOKYO, OCT 28

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shigeru Ishiba on Monday 
said he will continue as 
prime minister to lead the 
government and tackle 
growing economic and 
security challenges after 
his ruling bloc suffered 
a crushing blow in the 
general election the day 
before.

Ishiba, head of the Liber-
al Democratic Party (LDP), 
described the election out-
come, in which the ruling 
coalition, for the first time 
in 15 years, lost its major-
ity in the 465-member 
House of Representatives, 
as "harsh," while stressing 
"we cannot afford a politi-
cal stalemate."

At a press conference 
held at LDP headquarters 
on Monday, Ishiba dis-
missed the idea of chang-
ing the ruling coalition's 
composition for now but 
expressed a desire to 
incorporate policy ideas 
from the Opposition camp, 
Xinhua news agency 
reported.

While the LDP's goal 
of retaining its major-
ity along with its coalition 
partner Komeito was not 
achieved, Ishiba vowed to 
fundamentally reform the 

party to restore voter con-
fidence affected by a slush 
fund scandal.

The main reason behind 
the election defeat is that 
"we failed to address peo-
ple's suspicion, distrust 
and anger over the under-
reporting of political funds 
and the issue of money in 
politics," Ishiba said.

Following Sunday's elec-
tion, the LDP and Komeito 
got 215 of the 465 seats in 
the powerful chamber of 
parliament, a sharp drop 
from 288, marking the first 
time since 2009 that they 
have lost majority control.

The LDP alone only 
secured 191 seats, much 
less than the 247 seats it 
held prior to the election, 
while the main Opposi-
tion, the Constitutional 
Democratic Party of Japan, 
surged to 148 seats from 
98.

The LDP's election strat-
egy chief Shinjiro Koizumi 
resigned on Monday to 
take responsibility in light 
of the party's dismal elec-
tion results, local media 
reported.

Lawsuits filed to nullify Japan's 
general election over vote disparities
AGENCIES
TOKYO, OCT 28 

Lawyers filed lawsuits 
at several high courts in 
Japan on Monday seek-
ing to nullify the results 
and conduct a rerun of 
the previous day's general                                                        
election, local media 
reported.

The lawyers are set to 
complete filing the law-
suits with 14 high courts 
and their branches across 
the country later Monday, 
challenging all the 289 
single-seat electoral dis-
trict results, arguing that 
disparities in the weight 
of votes violated the prin-
ciple of equality under 
the Constitution, reports 
Xinhua quoting Kyodo 
News.

Boundary changes and 
redistribution of single-
seat constituencies for the 
latest lower house election 
resulted in the maximum 
vote weight disparity fall-
ing slightly from the previ-
ous such election in 2021 
to 2.06-fold, the report 
said.

A revised law enacted in 
2022 added 10 single-seat 

electoral districts to five 
prefectures and cut one 
each from 10 prefectures 
while redrawing bound-
aries in another 10 pre-
fectures, affecting a total 
of 140 constituencies, it 
added.

The revision aimed at 
narrowing the vote dis-
parity below the 2.0-fold 
level between densely and 

sparsely populated dis-
tricts within the country.

Large disparities in the 
weight of votes cast have 
led to numerous lawsuits 
claiming they violate the 
Constitution.

The Supreme Court said 
the maximum disparity of 
2.08-fold in the 2021 lower 
house election was consti-
tutional as parliament had 
made efforts to redress dif-
ferences in the weight of 
votes.

The top court ruled that 
the lower house elections 
of 2009, 2012 and 2014, 
where the vote disparity 
was above 2.0-fold, were 
constitutionally problem-
atic, saying they were in a 
"state of unconstitutional-
ity." It has never nullified 
election results.

Egyptian, Iranian FMs discuss 
developments of Israel's attacks on Iran
AGENCIES
CAIRO/TEHRAN, OCT 28

 Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Badr Abdelatty and his Ira-
nian counterpart Seyyed 
Abbas Araghchi have dis-
cussed the latest develop-
ments regarding the Israeli 
attacks on Iran, the Egyp-
tian Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement.

During a phone conver-
sation on Saturday night, 
Abdelatty renewed Egypt's 
condemnation of all uni-
lateral and provocative 
measures and policies that 
threaten regional security 
and stability, the state-
ment said on Sunday.

The top Egyptian diplo-
mat stressed the need to 
de-escalate, step up efforts 
to achieve calm, and pre-

vent a regional war that 
would lead to dire con-
sequences, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

Abdelatty also reviewed 
efforts made by Egypt, in 
coordination with Qatar 
and the US, to reach an 
agreement for a ceasefire 
in the Gaza Strip, the full 

and unconditional entry 
of humanitarian and medi-
cal aid into the Gaza Strip, 
and the release of hostages 
and prisoners.

For his part, the Iranian 
Foreign Minister said the 
international community 
should take immediate 
and effective actions to 

achieve ceasefires in Gaza 
and Lebanon to prevent 
the spread of the war to 
other parts of the region, 
according to a statement 
released by the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry.

Regarding the latest 
Israeli attack on Iranian 
sites, Araghchi said his 
country would not hesi-
tate to give a "decisive and 
proportionate response 
to any aggression" against 
its territorial integrity 
and security at the right                       
time.

The Israel Defense 
Forces said early Saturday 
that it launched "precise 
and targeted" airstrikes 
on military targets in 
Iran in response to the 
attacks from Iran in recent 
months.

UK parliamentarians call for release of Imran Khan
AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, OCT 28

 Pakistan’s former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, who 
has been behind bars for 
over a year for multiple 
cases of corruption and 
sedition, is getting open 
support from parliamen-
tarians from countries like 
the United Kingdom.

British parliamentarians 
have called on the Paki-
stan government for the 
release of Khan, terming 
his arrest and imprison-
ment as part of a political 
agenda to suppress the 
government’s opposition 
movements.

Over 20 cross-party UK 
parliamentarians have 
signed an appeal through 
a letter by Liverpool Riv-
erside MP Kim Johnson, 
urging the Foreign Sec-
retary David Lammy to 

engage with the Shehbaz 
Sharif-led government of 
Pakistan for the imme-
diate release of former 
premier and leader of 
political party Pakistan                                   
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
Imran Khan.

The appeal letter 
through MP Kim Johnson 
came through a request of 
Imran Khan’s advisor on 
international affairs, Zulfi 
Bukhari, and was signed 
by members of both the 
House of Commons and 
the Hour of Lords.

UK Parliamentarians 
have expressed serious 
concerns over the deten-
tion and treatment of 
former Pak PM Imran 
Khan, terming Khan’s 
incarceration as a politi-
cally motivated move to 
ensure that he was kept 
behind bars and disquali-
fied from being in the elec-

toral race.
“We are writing with 

grave concern about the 
continued detention of 
former Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. As 
you will know, Mr Khan 
was imprisoned in 2023 in 
a move which the United 
Nations Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention 
found had no legal basis 
and appears to have been 
intended to disqualify him 
from running for political 
office. 

Thus, from the outset, 
that prosecution was not 
grounded in law and was 

reportedly instrumental 
for a political purpose,” 
read the letter.

The letter warned 
and expressed fear that 
Imran Khan’s imprison-
ment may serve as a prec-
edent to suppress political 
opponents and the legal 
grounds may be misused 
and manipulated for politi-
cal motives by the ruling 
party against its opposi-
tion.

The letter highlighted 
that Imran Khan was 
denied his basic right to 
prepare for defence in at 
least three trials, adding 
that the consistent flow 
of cases being piled up 
against Imran Khan seems 
to follow a pattern.

“Cases being piled up 
against Imran Khan are 
now consistent with a 
pattern of misuse of the 
justice system in Pakistan 

to intimidate, harass and 
target political opposition 
leaders – while infringing 
upon the enshrined inde-
pendence of the Judicia-
ry,” the letter read.

They urged him to 
initiate a dialogue with 
Pakistan's government to 
secure Imran's immedi-
ate release from pre-trial 
detention.

The letter also raised 
serious concerns over the 
possibilities that Imran 
Khan’s cases may be 
decided through a mili-
tary court, the parliamen-
tarians warned that such 
a move would only repre-
sent illegal intensification.

“Following a recent 
review of Mr Khan’s case, 
Amnesty International has 
found that there has been 
a pattern of weaponisa-
tion of the legal system to 
keep Imran Khan under 

detention and away from 
political activity,” read the 
letter.

“The recently passed 
26th Constitutional 
Amendment would con-
stitute an assault on the 
principle of a separation 
of powers codified in the 
country’s Constitution,” 
the letter added.

The letter also men-
tioned the recent ongo-
ing clampdown against 
members, leaders and 
political figures of Imran 
Khan’s political party PTI 
from holding public ral-
lies, despite acquiring 
prior permission from 
the relevant government 
authorities.

“It appears that Paki-
stani authorities unfairly 
invoked a new Public 
Order Act to detain PTI 
supporters”, the letter 
read.

Philippines: Death toll from 
tropical storm Trami climbs to 116
AGENCIES
MANILA, OCT 28 

The death toll from cata-
strophic flooding and 
landslides triggered by 
tropical storm Trami 
that slammed into the 
Philippines last week 
has risen to 116, with at 
least 39 people remain-
ing unaccounted for, 
the Philippines' National 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Coun-
cil (NDRRMC) said on 
Monday.

Local authorities 
said Trami dumped two 
months of rain, impacting 
over 6.7 million people 
across 17 of the country's 
regions, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

The search continues 
for 39 missing people 
who were either buried in 

landslides or washed away 
by the floods.

Trami, the 11th typhoon 
to hit the Philippines this 
year, barreled across 
the Philippines, leav-
ing a trail of destruction 
with disastrous flooding 
and landslides on Luzon 
Island, particularly in 
the Bicol and Calabarzon 
regions, and areas in the                                     
central and southern                     
Philippines.

Floodwaters crumbled 
highways and bridges, 
paralysing transport, 
and flooded homes with                
mud.

Three days after Trami 
exited the Philippines on 
Friday, disaster victims 
are still desperately wait-
ing for food and clean 
water. Many areas still 
lack potable water or  
electricity.

Iran says it does not seek war with Israel but vows "appropriate response"
AGENCIES
TEHRAN, OCT 28

 Iran has vowed to respond 
to Israel's strikes on the 
country, which Tehran says 
killed five people, but said 
it does not want a wider 
war.

"We do not seek war, but 
we will defend the rights of 
the people and the nation, 
and we will give an appro-
priate response to the Zion-
ist entity's aggression," 
Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian said on Sunday, 
according to media reports.

The Iranian President 
warned tensions would 
escalate if Israel "continues 
its aggression and crimes" 
and accused the US of 
"provoking the regime into 
committing these crimes".

Iran's official news 
agency IRNA also quoted 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi as saying 
Iran was not seeking war, 
but adding that it would 
respond to any aggression 
by Israel at an "appropriate 
time".

Israel has said its strikes 
on Iran early Saturday hit 

military targets and were in 
response to Iranian attacks 
on Israel earlier this month, 
CNN reported.

Israel's Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, Herzi Halevi, 
warned on Sunday that any 
threat against his country 
would be dealt with mili-

tarily.
He added that Israel had 

"used only a portion" of its 
military capabilities during 
Saturday's strikes on Iran.

"We will now see how 
things develop. We are 
prepared for all scenarios 
in every arena," he said.

Israel had a relatively 
muted public posture 
immediately after the 
strikes, which was inten-
tional, according to a 
source familiar with the 
government's thinking, 
aimed at allowing Iran to 
downplay the strikes and 

avoid further escalation.
Iran's government 

seemed to seize that oppor-
tunity initially, claiming the 
strikes caused only limited 
damage at military sites, 
even as it acknowledged 
that one civilian and four 
Iranian soldiers were killed.
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Majority of Indian homebuyers expect 
property prices to rise by 6-15 pc in 12 months
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 A majority of homebuy-
ers in India expects prop-
erty prices to rise by 6-15 
per cent over the next 
12 months, citing capital 
appreciation and rental 
yields as key motivators, 
according to a report 
on Monday. Those with 
annual household incomes 
between Rs 20 lakh-Rs 30 
lakh are showing strongest 
preference for purchasing 
homes, signalling rising 
aspirations within the 
middle-income segment.

These buyers are mainly 
considering investments 
in the Rs 75 lakh to Rs 1 
crore range, according to 
the report by real estate 
platform Magicbricks.

The report stated that 
nearly 35 per cent view 
return on investment (ROI) 
through property appre-
ciation as their primary 
reason for buying, while 

22 per cent are motivated 
by rising rental yields.

Notably, most home-
buyers did not see infla-
tion as a deterrent in their 
purchasing decisions.

“Buyers are willing 
to invest 4-5 times their 
annual income in resi-

dential properties. House-
holds earning Rs 20 lakh-
Rs 30 lakh annually are 
focusing on homes priced 
between Rs 75 lakh and 
Rs 1 crore while those in 
the Rs 30 lakh-Rs 50 lakh 
income bracket are lean-
ing towards properties 

in the Rs 1-Rs 1.5 crore 
range,” the report noted.

For households with an 
annual income exceed-
ing Rs 1 crore, the pre-
ferred budget is typically 
between Rs 3.5-Rs 5 crore.

According to econo-
mists, amid the govern-

ment’s push to develop 
world-class infrastructure, 
the real estate industry is 
also surging due to better 
connectivity options, fes-
tive incentives, and chang-
ing lifestyle choices.

More Indians are now 
opting for "lifestyle resi-
dences" and real estate 
remains the most pre-
ferred asset class for 
investment, especially pre-
mium properties. Several 
developers are now offer-
ing incentives around the 
year, especially during the 
festive season, which has 
also resulted in a surge in 
property buying.

According to anoth-
er report by FICCI and 
Anarock Property Consul-
tants, about 51 per cent of 
Indians now prefer 3 BHK 
units, showing increased 
demand for larger homes, 
as 67 per cent of buyers 
seek property for end 
use, while 33 per cent for 
investment purposes.

Over 8 in 10 Indians seek premium cars, 
preference for hybrid models jumps to 40 pc
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 More than eight in 10 
Indian consumers now 
prefer buying premium 
models amid an increasing 
preference for hybrid vehi-
cles over electric vehicles 
(EVs), a survey showed on 
Monday.

According to the survey 
by Grant Thornton Bharat, 
40 per cent of respon-
dents now prefer hybrid 
vehicles, compared to 
only 17 per cent favouring 
EVs. About 34 per cent 
still lean toward petrol 
vehicles, reflecting the 
transitional nature of the 
market.

According to Saket 
Mehra, Partner and Auto 
and EV Industry Leader, 
Grant Thornton Bharat, 
the festive season, which 

typically accounts for 
30-40 per cent of annual 
sales, is critical for the 
Indian automotive indus-
try.

“However, high inven-
tory levels, weather dis-
ruptions, and regional 
elections have tempered 
growth this year. Despite 
these challenges, early 
October sales — showing a 
30–35 per cent increase in 
registrations compared to 
September — offer encour-
aging signs,” Mehra noted.

With consumers also 
expecting substantial dis-
counts this festive season, 
the industry has a unique 
opportunity to drive 
demand.

In the long term, eco-
nomic growth and rising 
disposable incomes will 
further strengthen the 
outlook for India’s pas-

senger vehicle market, 
said Mehra.

With hybrid vehicles 
gaining traction, they 
are expected to act as a 
bridge, building consumer 
familiarity with alternative 
technologies and ultimate-
ly accelerating future EV 
adoption.

This trend underscores 
the need for automakers 
to focus on both hybrid 
and electric solutions to 
meet evolving consumer 
expectations and prepare 
for a sustainable automo-
tive future, the report 
mentioned.

Despite a muted first 
half of FY25, with overall 
domestic sales rising by 
just 0.5 per cent, the sus-
tained demand for SUVs 
and UVs reflects the grow-
ing consumer preference 
for versatile vehicles.

“Automakers have 
an opportunity to meet 
rising consumer demand 
through substantial festive 
discounts, with nearly 90 
per cent of respondents 
expecting such offers,” 
said Mehra.

Additionally, digital 
platforms are playing a 
critical role in the car-
buying journey, with 74 
per cent of consumers 
using social media and 
car websites for research 
— up from 56 per cent two 
years ago — although final 
purchases remain largely 
offline.

In the long term, eco-
nomic growth and rising 
disposable incomes will 
bolster the market's 
expansion, positioning 
India for a strong auto-
motive future, the report 
mentioned.

Global chip revenue projected to grow 
14 pc to reach $717 billion in 2025
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

Global semiconductor rev-
enue is projected to grow 
14 per cent to reach $717 
billion in 2025, from $630 
billion this year, a report 
said on Monday.

In the near term, the 
memory market and 
graphics processing units 
(GPUs) will bolster semi-
conductor revenue glob-
ally, according to a Gartner 
report.

The worldwide memory 
revenue market is forecast 
to record 20.5 per cent 
growth in 2025 to reach 
$196.3 billion.

Sustained undersupply 
in 2024 will fuel NAND 
prices up 60 per cent in 
2024, but they are poised 
to decline by 3 per cent in 
2025.

With lower supply and a 
softer pricing landscape in 
2025, NAND flash revenue 
is forecast to total $75.5 
billion in 2025, up 12 per 
cent from 2024, the report 
noted. Following a decline 
in 2023, semiconductor 
revenue is rebounding and 
expected to record double-
digit growth in 2024 and 
2025.

“The growth is driven 
by a continued surge in 
AI-related semiconduc-

tor demand and recovery 
in electronic production, 
while demand from the 
automotive and industrial 
sectors continues to be 
weak,” said Rajeev Rajput, 
senior principal analyst at 
Gartner.

Meanwhile, DRAM 
supply and demand will 
rebound due to improved 
undersupply, unprec-
edented high-bandwidth 
memory (HBM) produc-
tion and rising demand, 

and the increase in double 
data rate 5 (DDR5) prices.

Overall, DRAM rev-
enue is expected to total 
$115.6 billion in 2025, up 
from $90.1 billion in 2024, 
according to the report.

GPUs have dominated 
the training and develop-
ment of AI models. Their 
revenue is projected to 
total $51 billion, an increase 
of 27 per cent in 2025.

“However, the market 
is now shifting to a return 
on investment (ROI) phase 
where inference revenues 
need to grow to multiples 
of training investments,” 
said George Brocklehu-
rst, VP analyst at Gartner. 
HBM revenue is expected 
to increase by more than 
284 per cent in 2024 and 
70 per cent in 2025, reach-
ing $12.3 billion and $21 bil-
lion, respectively.

realme’s biggest launch of the year: Unveiling design story of GT7 Pro with 1st Snapdragon 8 Elite chipset
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

Smartphones have become 
an integral part of our daily 
lives, and with each pass-
ing year, manufacturers 
strive to outdo themselves 
and their competitors. 
In this landscape of con-
stant innovation, realme's 
GT Series has carved out 
its own niche. With each 
iteration, the series has 
redefined performance, 
design, and user expe-
rience, challenging the 
status quo and setting new 
industry benchmarks.

The GT Series embodies 
realme's vision of blend-
ing powerful performance 
with premium design, cre-
ating devices that stand out 
in a sea of similarity. From 
its inception, it has been 

realme's playground for 
innovation, where cutting-
edge features come to life 
and new standards are set. 
This approach combines 
powerful internals with 
thoughtful, often bold, 
external design choices, 
offering a balance of high 
performance and distinc-
tive features that often 
challenge conventional 
expectations.

This unique combina-
tion has allowed realme to 
establish a strong identity 
in the competitive smart-
phone market, appealing 
to users who seek both 
style and substance in 
their devices. Now, as tech 
enthusiasts eagerly await 
the unveiling of the GT7 
Pro, anticipation builds 
for what could be realme's 

most ambitious offer-
ing yet. This upcoming 
device promises to chal-
lenge established players 
and redefine expectations 
in the flagship smartphone 
arena, continuing the GT 
Series' legacy of innova-
tion and excellence.

The realme GT7 Pro is 
set to showcase the brand's 
commitment to innovative 
design and cutting-edge 
technology, embodying 
the spirit of exploration 
in every detail. One of its 
most intriguing aspects is 
its inspiration from space 
exploration, particularly 
the surface of Mars. This 
cosmic influence trans-
lates into a unique aesthet-
ic that sets the phone apart 
in a crowded market, fea-
turing novel color choices, 

textures, and finishes that 
evoke the rugged beauty of 
the Red Planet..

The device's back panel, 
dubbed the "Mars Design," 
features a distinctive tex-
ture reminiscent of Mar-
tian terrain, achieved 
through advanced multi-
layer Anti-Glare technol-
ogy. This isn't just about 
looks; the textured surface 

provides a unique tactile 
experience that brings the 
concept of space explora-
tion to life. 

Adding to the cosmic 
theme, the GT7 Pro 
includes subtle "Space 
Viewport Deco" elements 
inspired by spacecraft and 
a "Planetary Ring Texture" 
that incorporates hun-
dreds of metallic wire-

drawing textures, catching 
light in intriguing ways.

Crafted from aviation-
grade aluminum, the 
phone's frame ensures 
durability and comfort 
while complementing the 
overall design. The color 
palette draws directly 
from the rich, warm tones 
associated with Mars, 
with the device available 
in a "Galaxy Grey" option 
that reinforces the space-
inspired theme.

Complementing this 
otherworldly back panel, 
the GT7 Pro boasts a 
Quad-curved display that 
enhances the overall futur-
istic feel of the device. 
Where flagship smart-
phones often struggle 
with bulk, realme’s design 
choice reflects its careful 

balancing act - creating a 
premium, slimmer appear-
ance despite the device's 
flagship internals, while 
solving the traditional chal-
lenges of curved displays 
like accidental touches. 

The gentle curves of the 
screen create a seamless 
visual experience, with 
content seemingly flow-
ing off the edges, offering 
potential functional ben-
efits in terms of gesture 
controls and edge notifica-
tions, all while maintain-
ing comfortable ergonom-
ics in daily use.

By combining these 
Mars-inspired elements 
with cutting-edge display 
technology, realme has 
crafted a device that's 
both visually striking 
and functional. The GT7 

Pro offers users a subtle 
connection to the spirit 
of exploration, all while 
delivering the advanced 
features expected of a 
modern flagship smart-
phone. It's a testament to 
realme's vision of pushing 
boundaries in smartphone 
design, appealing to those 
who appreciate a blend 
of imagination and func-
tionality in their everyday 
technology.

As the launch of the 
GT7 Pro approaches, it's 
clear that realme is once 
again ready to challenge 
the status quo, offering a 
device that not only per-
forms at the highest level 
but also embodies the 
dream of space explora-
tion in the palm of your 
hand.

Indian real estate developers secure Rs 
12,801 crore via QIP route in Jan-Sep period
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, OCT 28

Real estate developers in 
India raised Rs 12,801 crore 
via qualified institutional 
placements (QIPs) in the 
first nine months this year, 
which is over 17 per cent 
of the total QIP issuance 
across sectors at Rs 75,923 
crore, a report showed on 
Monday. After renewable 
energy, real estate came in 
second highest among sec-
tors to raise funds through 
QIP so far this year.

“This strong QIP activity 
highlights the sector’s cru-
cial role in India’s broader 
capital markets - and the 
institutional investors' 
growing confidence in 
Indian real estate,” said 
Anuj Puri, Chairman, 
Anarock Group.

According to the report, 
enhanced transparency, a 
robust post-pandemic resi-
dential real estate recovery, 
and strong investor confi-
dence are factors driving 
a surge in activity, thereby 

positioning the sector for 
continued growth.

The QIP route allows 
publicly-traded companies 
to raise capital by offer-
ing equities or securities 
convertible into equity to 
pre-approved institutional 
buyers. This fundraising 
approach lets companies 
skip the more conventional 
initial public offering (IPO) 
route and quickly raise sub-
stantial funds.

Robust housing sales 
growth after the pan-
demic has prompted lead-
ing developers to unleash 
relevant inventory across 
markets. As per report, 
over 13.62 lakh units have 
been launched across the 
top seven cities between 
2021 till this year ( January-
September).

Concurrently, housing 
sales in these cities have 
soared to nearly 14.36 
lakh units in this period. 
Effervescent sales led to an 
over 10 per cent decline in 
unsold housing inventory 
in this period, despite the 
high rate of supply addi-
tion.

To fund their aggressive 
expansion, these devel-
opers are turning to IPOs 
and the QIP route. Their 
success in these capitalisa-
tion efforts underscore the 
sector’s continued ability 
to attract both retail and 
institutional investors. We 
expect investor participa-
tion to grow manifold in the 
coming years,” said Puri.

Simultaneously, the 
strong post-pandemic 
homebuyers demand has 
also prompted developers 
to raise funds via IPOs to 
fund new project launches 
across geographies. Since 
2021, six developers have 
collectively raised Rs 5,275 
crore through mainstream 
IPOs.

Fintech firm Slice completes merger with North East Small Finance Bank
AGENCIES
BENGALURU, OCT 28

 Fintech company Slice 
and North East Small 
Finance Bank (NESFB) 
on Monday announced a 
successful completion of 
their merger, following the 
shareholder and regula-
tory approvals.

The deal is the first-of-
its-kind, with a new-age 
finance company stepping 
in to rescue a licenced 
bank. This merger unifies 
the operations, assets and 
brand identities of both 
entities into a single, inte-
grated banking institution.

With a strengthened 
financial position, the 
merged entity is well-

equipped to expand its 
operations, meet evolv-
ing customer needs, and 
enhance risk manage-
ment, setting new bench-
marks in customer experi-
ence, the company said in 
a statement.

“While India has wit-

nessed tremendous inno-
vation across various 
industries, this is a land-
mark event in the bank-
ing sector, particularly 
for a financial institution 
rooted in the North-east,” 
said Kumar Kalra, MD and 
CEO, NESFB. The integra-

tion reinforces NESFB’s 
dedication to its core 
markets, ensuring not 
only the continuation of 
services but also a strate-
gic expansion across the 
region. “We are grateful to 
the regulatory authorities, 
especially the RBI and The 
government of Assam, for 
trusting us with this trans-
formative journey. While 
our words express intent, 
our actions will reflect our 
commitment to creating 
a truly customer-centric 
banking institution that 
is set to change the way 
Indians bank,” said Rajan 
Bajaj, Founder and CEO, 
Slice and Executive Direc-
tor of the merged entity.

The merged entity will 

introduce a range of bank-
ing products and services 
including savings account, 
fixed deposits, and credit 
products among others.

Notably, customers will 
continue to enjoy uninter-
rupted access to the ser-
vices of NESFB and slice 
through this transition.

In the coming months, 
the focus will be on stream-
lining operations to ensure 
seamless integration and 
leveraging the combined 
strengths of both organisa-
tions, said the company.

NESFB offers a compre-
hensive suite of financial 
services, encompassing 
bank accounts, deposits, 
debit cards, loans and 
mutual funds.

South Korea vows swift response to 
'unwarranted' volatility amid global uncertainties
AGENCIES
SEOUL, OCT 28 

South Korean Finance 
Minister Choi Sang-mok 
vowed on Monday to 
enhance market monitor-
ing and to swiftly respond 
to excessive volatility 
under contingency plans 
amid weaker growth data 
and global uncertainties, 
his office said.

Choi made the remarks 
during an economy-relat-
ed ministers' meeting 
in Seoul after the gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
expanded 0.1 percent 
on-quarter in the July-
September period, lower 

than market expectations.
"The government will 

pay extra attention to signs 
of economic uncertainties 
shown in the third-quar-
ter GDP data and closely 
check detailed market cir-
cumstances at home and 

abroad," Choi said.
The minister pointed to 

the upcoming presiden-
tial election in the United 
States, the economic situ-
ations of major nations 
and the Middle East crisis 
as major risks, reports 
Yonhap news agency.

"The government will 
swiftly respond to any 
excessive volatility in 
the financial and foreign 
exchange markets that 
are far from economic                                   
fundamentals under 
our contingency plans 
and close cooperation 
with other agencies con-
cerned," Choi was quoted 
as saying.
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U23 World Wrestling C'ship: Chirag Chikkara wins 
gold as India end campaign with nine medals
AGENCIES
TIRANA, OCT 28

 The 18-year-old, Chirag 
Chikkara clinched a gold 
medal in the men’s free-
style 57kg category on the 
final day at the U23 World 
Wrestling Championships 
in Tirana, Albania mark-
ing India’s only gold at the 
event.

His triumph over Kyr-
gyzstan’s Abdymalik 
Karachov, which ended in 
a close 4-3 win, made him 
only the second Indian 
men’s wrestler and third 
Indian overall to capture 
gold at this prestigious 
championship. With this 
victory, India concluded 
their campaign with an 
impressive haul of nine 

medals.
After defeating Japan’s 

Gatuko Ozawa 6-1 in the 
first round, he dominated 
his quarterfinal matchup 
with a 12-2 win over Rus-
sia’s Iunus Iavbatirov. In 
the semifinals, Chirag put 
on a stellar performance 

against Kazakhstan’s Allan 
Oralbek to secure his place 
in the final, where he 
edged out Karachov.

Chirag follows in the 
footsteps of Aman Seh-
rawat, who won India’s 
first U23 wrestling gold 
last year in the 57kg cat-

egory, and Reetika Hooda, 
who claimed a gold in the 
women’s 76kg category.

In men’s freestyle, 
Sujeet Kalkal clinched 
bronze in the 70kg cat-
egory with a dominant 
13-4 win over Mustafo 
Akhmedov of Tajikistan. 
Vicky Chahar also stunned 
Ukraine’s former U20 
World Championships 
silver medalist Ivan Prym-
achenko in the 97kg cat-
egory, with a decisive 7-2 
victory to secure another 
bronze.

Abhishek Dhaka’s 
bronze in the 61kg catego-
ry kicked off India’s medal 
count on Saturday, setting 
a strong tone for the men’s 
freestyle wrestling squad, 
which ultimately earned 

four medals and a fourth-
place finish in their seg-
ment behind Iran, Japan, 
and Azerbaijan.

India’s women’s free-
style team finished fifth, 
with Anjli winning a silver 
in the 59kg category, sup-
ported by three bronze 
medals from her team-
mates. In the Greco-
Roman category, Vish-
wajit Ramchandra More 
was India’s lone medalist, 
taking bronze in the 55kg 
category. Despite their 
best efforts, the Greco-
Roman squad finished 12th 
overall.

India wrapped up the 
championship with a 
total of nine medals: one 
gold, one silver, and seven 
bronze.

Question remains whether Rohit Sharma will be 
retained by Mumbai Indians: Harbhajan Singh
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 Former India spinner 
Harbhajan Singh has 
raised doubts over Rohit 
Sharma's retention by 
Mumbai Indians ahead of 
the India Premier League 
(IPL) 2025 mega auc-
tion later this year. How-
ever, the spinner, who 
has won three IPL titles 
under Rohit's captaincy 
for Mumbai, feels that 
the opening batter will be 
retained after winning the 
T20 World Cup 2024.

Other than Rohit, the 
veteran cricketer believes 
captain Hardik Pandya, 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah, 
batter Suryakumar Yadav 
and Tilak Varma will be 
retained by the franchise 
to keep their core group 
intact before the mega 
auction.

“Mumbai Indians is a 
team that hasn’t played 
well in the last two to 
three years. They’ve been 
a champion team, a very 
good team, and as far as I 
know, they will definitely 

think of building a team 
for the future. But that 
doesn’t mean they won’t 
add experienced players 
this year. Last year, they 
made Hardik Pandya cap-
tain, and I think he will 
definitely be retained. 
Jasprit Bumrah will be 
retained, Suryakumar 

Yadav will be retained, 
and the question remains 
whether Rohit Sharma will 
be retained," Harbhajan 
told Star Sports about the 
potential IPL retentions 
for Mumbai Indians.

The 44-year-old picked 
Nehal Wadhera as Mum-
bai's final pick under the 

uncapped category to 
complete their six reten-
tions before the deadline 
of October 31.

"He has just won the 
World Cup as a captain, 
so I think he should be 
retained, and he will be. 
That will make four play-
ers, and if there’s a fifth 
player, then Tilak Varma 
will be retained. Tilak 
Varma is one of those 
players who will be very 
useful for Mumbai Indi-
ans in the future to win 
matches. When it comes 
to bowling, I don’t think 
there’s anyone else they 
would want to retain, so 
Nehal Wadhera could be a 
good option for them. He 
is an uncapped player, so 
he should be picked," he 
added.

In the IPL 2024, five-
time champions Mumbai 
Indians finished at the 
bottom of the table under 
Pandya's captaincy. They 
won just four games out 
of 14 league stage fixtures 
and stayed at the bottom 
half of the table through-
out the season.

HIL 2024: Delhi franchise ropes in 
versatile Argentine Lucas Toscani
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 The Delhi-based franchise of the Hockey 
India League (HIL) has acquired the ser-
vices of Argentina's attacking midfielder 
Lucas Toscani for the upcoming season 
of the hockey league, which is being 
revived after a long gap.

Toscani is a like-for-like replacement 
for ace German forward Christopher 
Ruhr, who opted out after being advised 
intensive rehabilitation by doctors fol-
lowing an ACL injury on his left knee, 
which he sustained back in January 
during the 2024 Paris Olympics quali-
fiers. The 25-year-old Toscani's acquisi-
tion is aimed at strengthening the Delhi 
SG Pipers' forward line and adding fire-
power to the team's goal-scoring abili-
ties, in the absence of Ruhr. Toscani got 
his first call-up to the Argentine squad 
in 2019, when he made his debut during 
the inaugural season of FIH Pro League. 
Since then, he has made 60 appearances 

for Argentina and scored 14 goals for the 
Los Leones. Toscani also represented 
his country at the Hockey Men's World 
Cup held in Odisha in 2023 as well as 
was part of Argentina's 2024 Paris Olym-
pics squad. In 2022, Toscani won his 
first medal with the national team when 
Argentina won gold at the Pan American 
Cup in Santiago. A year later in 2023, 
he bagged his second medal with the 
national team, winning gold at the Pan 
American Games in Santiago.

LSG to retain Mayank Yadav, Ravi 
Bishnoi and Nicholas Pooran: Sources
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28 

The Lucknow Super 
Giants (LSG) are gearing 
up for the 2025 Indian 
Premier League season by 
retaining their core squad, 
who were pivotal to their 
recent successes. Nicholas 
Pooran, Mayank Yadav, 
and Ravi Bishnoi are the 
three players set to be 
retained by the franchise.

The source privy to the 
development also con-
firmed to IANS that Pooran 
will be the front-runner to 
lead the side in the IPL 
2025.

"The franchise is ready 
to show their trust in 
Pooran. He captained last 
year too and carries a vast 
experience of leading his 
national side too. So we 
will be continuing with his 
skills. Apart from him, we 
are going with spearhead 
pacer Mayank Yadav and 
Ravi Bishnoi," a source 
close to the franchise told 
IANS.

Pooran, an explosive 

batsman and versatile 
wicketkeeper, emerged as 
the star for LSG. Signed 
for Rs 16 crore in 2023, 
he quickly became one of 
the highest-paid players 
in the league, showcas-
ing his power-hitting abil-
ity and leadership skills 
during Rahul's absence 
last season.

Pooran, 29, has enjoyed 
a steep rise since his IPL 
debut, where his price tag 
jumped from Rs 30 lakh 
with Mumbai Indians in 
2017 to over Rs 16 crore 
with LSG, after a com-
petitive bidding process 

against his former fran-
chise, Sunrisers Hyder-
abad.

Meanwhile, Mayank 
Yadav, a fast-bowling 
sensation, has caught 
the selectors' attention 
with his 150 km/h deliv-
eries and explosive per-
formances in his debut 
season. Despite an injury 
that limited him to only 
four matches in IPL 2024, 
his rapid ascent led to a 
national call-up and inclu-
sion at the BCCI’s Centre 
of Excellence. Mayank’s 
journey began when LSG 
picked him for a modest 

Rs 20 lakh, yet his impact 
has already set him apart 
in India's pace lineup.

LSG's core bowling 
lineup is further strength-
ened with Ravi Bishnoi, 
the talented leg-spinner, 
who was retained in the 
2022 mega auction as an 
uncapped player. Over 
the seasons, Bishnoi has 
evolved into a match-win-
ner for LSG, known for 
his reliable economy and 
wicket-taking ability, help-
ing LSG reach the playoffs 
in 2022 and 2023. Despite 
a slightly quieter 2024 
season, Bishnoi remains 
an integral part of LSG’s 
bowling attack.

Apart from these 
three players, the other 
two likely retentions are 
Mohson Khan--the tall 
young left-arm pacer and 
middle-order explosive 
batter Ayush Badoni.

As previously reported 
by IANS, LSG captain KL 
Rahul is likely to enter 
the mega auction instead 
of being retained by the 
franchise.

PREMIER LEAGUE: ARSENAL AND LIVERPOOL 
SHARE SPOILS IN FIERY 2-2 DRAW
AGENCIES
LONDON, OCT 28 

Arsenal and Liverpool bat-
tled it out for a frustrating 
2-2 draw at the Emirates 
Stadium on Sunday. The 
result sees Manchester 
City attain the top spot in 
the Premier League table.

In what can only be 
described as a fiery 
encounter, Bukayo Saka, 
making his first appear-
ance after suffering an 
injury during the Octo-
ber international break, 
did not take long to open 
the account on the night 
as he scored the opening 
goal nine minutes into the 
game.

Saka was fed an over 

the top ball by Ben White 
which he cut back onto 
his left foot, completely 
bypassing Robertson in 
the process, and hit the 
back of the net.

The game was being 
played at a very high 

tempo and it did not take 
long for Liverpool to come 
back into the game. 

Trent  Alexander 
Arnold’s darting ball from 
the corner flag found Luis 
Diaz who nudged the ball 
onto a waiting Virgil Van 

Dijk who made no mistake 
in equalizing the game in 
the 18th minute.

Arsenal responded with 
a set piece of their own in 
the 43rd minute when 
Declan Rice’s pinpoint 
cross found Mikel Merino 
who headed the Gunners 
into the lead. 

It was the Spaniard’s 
first goal for the club 
since making the switch to 
North London in August 
and helped Arsenal                                                     
take the 2-1 lead into half-
time.

Disaster struck for Mikel 
Arteta in the second-half 
as Arsenal’s injury list 
grew even further. Gabri-
el Magalhaes suffered a 
knee injury and despite an 

effort to stay in the game 
had to be subbed off which 
will be a cause for concern 
given his importance to 
the side.

With the exit of Magal-
haes, Liverpool grew into 
the match and started 
dominating possession. 
After repeated attempts, 
Arne Slot’s side finally 
broke through in the 84th 
minute thanks to Salah’s 
simple finish after the 
Egyptian was squared the 
ball by Darwin Nunez in a 
great position read outside 
the six-yard box.

Despite a seven minute 
added period in regulation 
time, no winner availed 
and both teams had to 
settle for a point.

Formula 1: Sainz leads Ferrari to victory in Mexico as Norris calls Verstappen ‘dangerous’
AGENCIES
MEXICO CITY, SEP 28 

Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz 
cruised to a commanding 
victory, marking a third win 
in five races and intensify-
ing the constructor’s battle 
as Ferrari leapfrogged Red 
Bull into second place at 
the Mexico City Grand Prix.

It also brought the cham-
pionship battle to a fever 
pitch as McLaren’s Lando 
Norris called Red Bull’s 
Max Verstappen “danger-
ous” after a series of on-
track clashes led to two 
time penalties for Verstap-
pen.

The reigning champion, 
who still managed a sixth-

place finish despite his 
infractions, faced criticism 
over aggressive manoeu-
vres that underscored a 
turbulent season’s most 
contentious moments.

The Norris-Verstappen 
showdown unfolded on lap 
10 after a safety car restart 

following a crash involving 
Alex Albon and Yuki Tsu-
noda, which had forced 
both drivers to retire.

As Norris, running side-
by-side with Verstappen at 
Turn Four, took an outside 
line, Verstappen pushed 
him off-track—a move 

deemed too aggressive by 
race stewards who later 
penalised Verstappen. A 
second incident at Turn 
Eight, where Verstappen 
once again failed to give 
room, earned him another 
penalty. Norris was visibly 
frustrated over the radio, 
saying, “I was ahead the 
whole way through the 
corner. This guy is dan-
gerous. I have to avoid a 
crash.”

In contrast to the tension 
surrounding Verstappen, 
Ferrari’s Sainz delivered 
a flawless performance, 
winning from pole posi-
tion and marking Ferrari’s 
third victory in the last 
five races. His teammate 

Charles Leclerc added to 
Ferrari’s triumph by fin-
ishing third, securing an 
extra point for the fastest 
lap and propelling Ferrari 
to second place in the con-
structors’ championship 
standings.

Despite losing the lead to 
Verstappen on the first lap, 
Sainz quickly reclaimed it 
after the restart, breezing 
past his Red Bull rival into 
Turn One. Leclerc initially 
chased down his teammate 
but ultimately fell back, 
allowing Norris to gain 
ground in the closing laps. 
Leclerc ran wide on lap 
62, and Norris seized the 
chance to secure a second-
place finish.

DKL unveils official logo & 
trophy with grand ceremony
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 28

 The Delhi Kabaddi League 
(DKL) has unveiled its 
official logo and trophy 
at a grand ceremony held 
here in the presence of 
President of the Delhi 
State Kabaddi Association 
Ramesh Bidhuri.

The unveiling ceremony 
on Sunday also featured 
former Indian Kabaddi 
player and brand ambas-
sador of the Delhi Kabaddi 
League, Manjeet Chhillar, 
whose passion for the 
sport has inspired play-
ers and fans alike. This 
event marks an exciting 
milestone as DKL brings 
the spirit of Kabaddi to the 

forefront of the national 
capital. The League is 
slated to get underway in 
March 2025.

Bidhuri said, "Unveil-
ing of the Delhi Kabaddi 
League logo and trophy 
represent a significant step 
in our journey to bring 
Kabaddi to new heights. 
We are proud to present 
this league to the people 
of Delhi and look forward 
to seeing the enthusiasm it 
generates."

During the unveiling 
ceremony, the Delhi State 
Kabaddi Association also 
revealed the franchises for 
the Delhi Kabaddi League 
(DKL). Ghazipur Mahara-
jas, Karol Bagh Tusker, 
Tughlakabad Kings, Royal 

Chandani Chowk, Shahda-
ra Sardars, Rohini Titans, 
Chhatarpur Spartans and 
Najafgarh Warriors are the 
8 teams which will feature 
in the inaugural season.

Chhillar said, "As some-
one who has dedicated 
my life to Kabaddi, being 
part of the Delhi Kabaddi 
League's journey is an 
honor. I am thrilled to 
see the sport gain such 
momentum in Delhi, and I 
am committed to support-
ing its growth."

League commissioner 
Niranjan Singh said, "The 
Delhi Kabaddi League 
represents an incredible 
opportunity to elevate 
Kabaddi in the national 
capital. 

Felix Lebrun claims historic home 
victory at WTT Montpellier Champions
AGENCIES
MONTPELLIER (FRANCE), OCT 
28

 French sensation Felix 
Lebrun thrilled home 
crowds as he secured the 
men's singles title at the 
World Table Tennis (WTT) 
Montpellier Champions on 
Sunday, defeating Japan's 
Tomokazu Harimoto with 
an impressive 4-1 victory.

This triumph marks 
Lebrun's first title in a 
WTT Champions tourna-
ment, a career milestone 
celebrated fervently by 
the French audience.

Since capturing the 
men's singles bronze at 
the Paris Olympics, Leb-
run's popularity in France 
has soared. As a native of 
Montpellier, he returned 
to play in front of home-
town fans who packed 
the arena from the round 
of 16 onward, an unusual 
display of enthusiasm for 
table tennis in France.

In the semifinal earlier 
on Sunday, Lebrun domi-
nated China's Lin Shidong, 
the tournament's top 
seed and world No. 2, in 
straight games: 14-12, 11-9, 
11-9, 11-3. Later in the final, 

he overcame Harimoto 
with a decisive 11-7, 11-9, 
11-6, 8-11, 11-4 scoreline.

"I played at my best 
today. When I'm in this 
form, I can beat the 
world's best players," the 
18-year-old stated after the 
match, beaming with con-
fidence.

"Knowing I'll be the 
defending champion here 
for the next year is sur-
real. Competing in front 
of people who mean 
the most to me gave me 
energy and pushed me to 
perform at my peak," he 
added.



District Level Kala Utsav held at GHSS Boys Doda 
to celebrate artistic talent of school students
JI NEWS SERVICE
DODA, OCTOBER 28

In an inspiring effort to 
promote art in education 
and nurture the artistic 
talent of young students, 
a District Level Kala Utsav 
was held today here at 
GHSS Boys.

The annual event, part 
of the Samagra Shiksha 
Scheme under the Minis-
try of Education, brought 
together students from 
across the district, pro-
viding them a platform 
to showcase their artistic 
prowess and celebrate the 
richness of India’s cultural 
heritage.

The event was inaugu-
rated by Deputy Commis-
sioner Harvinder Singh, 
in the presence of Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(SSP) Mohammad Aslam; 
Chief Education Officer 
(CEO) and school prin-
cipals. The guests com-
menced the program by 

lighting the traditional 
lamp, symbolizing enlight-
enment and the spirit of 
celebration.

Kala Utsav focuses on 
encouraging secondary 
level students to explore 
the fields of art and cul-
ture, while helping them 
develop a strong sense of 
heritage and diversity.

Top performers from 
Zonal Level competitions, 
held in various zones 
across the district, deliv-
ered captivating perfor-

mances that highlighted 
their artistic skills and 
dedication.

DC and SSP also 
inspected various stalls 
set up by participating 
schools, where students 
showcased their creative 
displays. The dignitaries 
appreciated the efforts 
and enthusiasm shown 
by both students and their 
teachers.

In alignment with Vigi-
lance Awareness Week, 
the event included a 

pledge ceremony, where 
participants committed 
to uphold transparency 
and accountability, rein-
forcing the core values of 
integrity.

The event concluded 
with lively cultural perfor-
mances and saw enthusi-
astic participation from 
students, teachers, heads 
of institutions (HOIs), 
and the general public, 
making it a truly vibrant 
and memorable celebra-
tion of the arts.

MLA Gurez reviews Developmental Scenario of Gurez Subdivision
JI NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 27

Member of the Legislative 
Assembly for Gurez Con-
stituency of Bandipora 
District, Nazir Ahmad 
Khan, on Monday chaired 
a meeting at Dak Bunga-
low, Gurez, to review the 
developmental scenario of 
Gurez Subdivision.

During the meeting, 
MLA took a detailed, 
department-wise review 
of the developmental and 
infrastructural projects of 
Gurez subdivision.

The concerned officers 
from different depart-
ments briefed the chair 
regarding the works taken 
up, along with their physi-
cal and financial status.

It was given out that, for 
infrastructure improve-
ment across various sec-
tors for 2024-25, with 
a total allocation of Rs. 
3770.51 lacs, under Dis-
trict/ UT CAPEX, Rs. 
2368.67 lacs have been 
released, and an expendi-
ture of Rs. 1407.96 lacs has 

been made so far.
Regarding the physical 

progress of works under 
different sectors, the chair 
was informed that a total of 
174 works under District/
UT CAPEX were taken up, 
out of which 101 works 
have been completed.

On the occasion, it was 
revealed that under Dis-
trict CAPEX, NABARD, JJM, 
UT CAPEX, and BADP, 48 
PHE works are ongoing 
with an approved outlay 
amount of 1903 lacs.

The meeting was 
informed that under ADF 
for Gurez Block, 32 PRI 
works, 04 BDC works, and 
03 DDC works have been 
proposed, and for Block 
Tulail, 47 PRI works, 04 
BDC works, and 08 DDC 
works have been pro-
posed, while for Block 
Bagtore, 19 PRI and 06 
BDC works have been pro-
posed.

Ex. Engineer PMGSY 
informed that 10 roads 
were taken up under 
PMGSY for macadamiza-
tion, and all 10 roads have 

been successfully macad-
amized; additionally, 10 
roads will be taken up in 
PMGSY Phase IV.

The MLA also took a 
detailed review of the 
Health Sector, Education, 
PDD, R&B, RDD, Animal 
Husbandry, Sheep Hus-
bandry, Agriculture, Horti-
culture, and other depart-
ments, and also reviewed 
measures in place for 
winter stocking, snow 
clearance operations, and 
other public welfare issues.

He also took a detailed 
review of works under 
MGNREGA and the status 
of PMAY.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, MLA Nazir Ahmad 
Khan emphasized coordi-
nation among public repre-
sentatives and government 
officials for the betterment 
of public welfare.

He stressed the impor-
tance of enhancing the 
public service delivery 
mechanism, considering 
that Gurez is a far-flung 
area requiring special 
attention.

He emphasized the 
redressal of genuine public 
issues on priority and 
asked the revenue officers 
to ensure services under 
PSGA within the given 

timeframe.
He urged the concerned 

departments to take action 
against the contractors and 
agencies who fail to com-
plete the works within the 
stipulated time frame.

While reviewing the 
Power Development 
Department, the MLA 
asked the concerned to 
keep a buffer stock of 
at least 10 transformers 
available for immediate 
replacement during win-
ters.

The MLA directed the 
Mechanical Department 
to ensure fuel storage 
in Tulail as well, for the 
operation of snow clear-
ance machinery.

He asked the SDM Gurez 
to ensure the shifting of 
six Offices including SDM 
Office, Tehsil Office, Block 
Office, Social Welfare, 
Agriculture and Horticul-
ture to the new Mini Sec-
retariat Building within a 
week’s time to ensure the 
availability of public deal-
ing offices under one roof 
for the convenience of the 

general public and empha-
sized to make public deal-
ing easy in Government 
Offices.

Khan asked the district 
administration to start 
helicopter service for 
Purana Tulail and Gujraan 
during winters and asked 
the concerned to ensure a 
ticket system for Helicop-
ter service in order to pro-
vide services to the public 
without bias.

While reviewing the 
Health Sector, the MLA 
emphasized theatre upgra-
dation, functioning of the 
blood storage unit, and 
took stock of the availabil-
ity of medicines and staff 
in CHC Gurez and directed 
for starting OPD service at 
Dawar.

Among others, the 
meeting was attended by 
ADDC Bandipora Moham-
mad Ashraf Bhatt, DDC 
Gurez Tasleema Begum, 
SDM Gurez Mukhtar 
Ahmad, District and sec-
toral officers of various 
departments, and other 
concerned officials.

Managing Director JKTPO inaugurates 
Vendor Development Programme
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 28

MSME-Development Facil-
itation Office, Jammu- the 
field office of Union Minis-
try of MSME implements 
various schemes and 
activities for the benefit 
of MSME Sector in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

In furtherance of its 
objectives, a Vendor 
Development Programme, 
being held from October 
28, 2024 to October 29, 
2024 was inaugurated 
today by Managing Direc-
tor JKTPO Khalid Jahangir.

In his address, the 
Managing Director JKTPO 
informed the participants 
about the draft J&K Pro-
curement preference 
policy 2024 for MSEs 
which is kept in public 
domain to seek consul-
tation/comments from 
the stakeholders in line 
with Public Procurement 
Policy 2012.

The objectives of the 
VDP are promoting the 
PPP 2012. As per the 
policy all the government 
Departments & CPSUs are 
mandated to provide res-
ervation in their procure-
ment of materials and 
services from MSEs to the 
extent of 25% with sub 
target of 3% reservation 

for Women entrepreneurs 
and 4% reservation for SC/
ST owned MSEs which is 
yet to be achieved by 
some PSUs.

Tender fees and EMD 
exemption are also eli-
gible for MSEs who are 
registered in the Udyam 
portal. Udyam registration 
was introduced by the 
government for registra-
tion of MSEs on self-certi-
fication basis without any 
uploading of documents 
on www.udyamregistra-
tion.gov.in which is totally 
free. Presently Jammu & 
Kashmir has more than 4, 
50,000 MSEs registered.

In the vendor develop-
ment programme, various 
government departments 
and PSUs informed MSEs 

about their annual pur-
chase plan to enable the 
latter to make informed 
decisions towards their 
production. The Gov-
ernment department & 
PSUs further explained 
their respective vendor 
registration procedure, 
got their queries clarified 
from MSEs in addition to 
the lecture about the pur-
chase patterns of products 
and services required by 
them. Kunwarani Dr.Ritu 
Singh attended the pro-
gramme as the Guest of 
Honor and motivated the 
MSEs to improve their 
designing capacity for 
getting maximum benefits 
from Government depart-
ments & PSUs under PPP 
2012. The VDP was being 

organized as per the direc-
tions of G.Velladurai IEDS 
Joint Director, MSME DFO 
Jammu.

IOCL, Power Grid, Food 
Corporation of India, 
GeM, SIDBI, DGFT, JKTPO, 
J&K SICOP and NSSO, 
Jammu are participating 
in the VDP being held 
at Gole Market, Gandhi 
Nagar. Prominent per-
sons present at the inau-
gural programme were 
Lalit Mahajan, President 
BBIA, Dr. Navneet Kour, 
Founder Chairperson of 
NGO SUPPORT, Harbind-
er Singh, President Tiny & 
Small Industries Associa-
tion  and others. The pro-
gramme was coordinated 
by DK Tyagi, Assistant 
Director.

MLA Kathua chairs introductory 
meeting with district administration
JI NEWS SERVICE
KATHUA, OCTOBER 28

Member Legislative 
Assembly Kathua Dr. 
Bharat Bhushan chaired 
an introductory meeting 
with District and Sectoral 
Officers of the Kathua 
administration here today 
in the Conference Hall, 
DC Office Complex.

The meeting was 
attended by Additional 
District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC) 
Surinder Mohan; Chief 
Planning Officer (CPO) 
Ranjit Thakur; Superin-
tending Engineer (SE) 
PWD (R&B); Chief Educa-
tion Officer (CEO), XENs 
from different depart-
ments including PWD, 
Irrigation, Flood Control, 
and PDD, as well as other 
officials representing vari-
ous departments.

CPO Kathua, Ranjit 
Thakur, provided a 
detailed briefing on the 

district’s development 
trajectory, outlining 
progress in implement-
ing government-led 
development and welfare 
schemes. He reported 
that 28% of the current 
year’s Capex Budget 
expenditure has been 
utilized, with the remain-
ing projects being expe-
dited following the recent 
Assembly elections.

The meeting focused 
on the status of projects 
funded under District 
CAPEX, including Dis-
trict Development Coun-
cil (DDC), Block Develop-
ment Council (BDC), and 
Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions (PRI) grants. Officers 
from departments such as 
Public Health Engineer-
ing (PHE), Public Works 
Department (PWD), Rural 
Development Depart-
ment (RDD), Irrigation, 
Flood Control, Handi-
crafts & Handloom, Dis-
trict Industries Centre 

(DIC), Employment, 
Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Animal Husbandry, Social 
Welfare, ICDS, DUDA, and 
Health provided updates 
on various ongoing initia-
tives. MLA emphasized 
the need for a compas-
sionate approach in 
addressing the issues of 
marginalized communi-
ties and ensuring that 
welfare schemes reach 
the most vulnerable resi-
dents. He urged officials 
to extend the benefits of 
welfare programs to those 
engaged in the unorga-
nized sectors by imple-
menting Labour and 
Employment schemes.

Dr. Bhushan also advo-
cated for advancing suc-
cess in Agriculture and 
allied sectors, suggest-
ing that insights from 
progressive farmers be 
shared to inspire more 
involvement in these sec-
tors. He called for estab-
lishing forums where 

progressive farmers can 
motivate others to adopt 
innovative practices.

Addressing sanitation 
concerns, Dr. Bhushan 
took note of litter accu-
mulation in Kathua Canal 
and specific locations 
within Kathua town. He 
directed MC Kathua and 
the Irrigation Depart-
ment to install warning 
signs along the canal, 
alerting residents to the 
risks of clogged water-
ways. Additionally, he 
instructed MC Kathua and 
XEN Irrigation to impose 
penalties on individuals 
caught dumping litter in 
the canal and urged for 
the development of a 
sustainable cleanliness 
mechanism for Kathua 
town. Dr. Bhushan called 
on field functionaries to 
work with dedication to 
fulfill the district's devel-
opmental goals in align-
ment with public aspira-
tions.

MLA Devsar reviews progress 
of developmental projects

JI NEWS SERVICE
KULGAM, OCTOBER 28

The Member Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Devsar, 
Peerzada Feroze Ahmad 
today chaired an officers 
meeting at Rest House 
Kulgam to take appraisal 
of progress of develop-
mental projects across the 
Devsar constituency.

The meeting was 
attended by officers from 
rural development, edu-
cation, healthcare, agri-
culture and others.

During the meeting, 
MLA reviewed ongoing 
projects and urged offi-

cials to ensure transparen-
cy, efficiency, and timely 
completion of all develop-
mental works.

He emphasized the 
importance of collabora-
tion between departments 
to address challenges and 
achieve desired mile-
stones swiftly.

He encouraged officers 
to continue their efforts 
to meet the aspirations of 
the people of Devsar.

The review meeting 
concluded with action-
able insights and renewed 
determination to advance 
the constituency’s devel-
opment goals.

MLA Chanapora chairs Introduction/ review meeting
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 28

The Member Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Chana-
pora Assembly Constitu-
ency (AC), Mushtaq Guroo 
today chaired a maiden 
introduction cum review 
meeting with the officers 
of District Administration 
and line departments at 
Banquet Hall, here.

During the meeting, the 
MLA took holistic review 
of overall developmental 
progress in the constitu-
ency.

The Officers present-
ed the department wise 
activities, development 
and welfare initiatives 
being undertaken in the 
Chanapora-AC.

On the occasion, the 
MLA took appraisal of 
various developmental 
concerns, health sector 
issues, upgradations and 
other issues of public 
importance.

He issued strict direc-
tions to the concerned 
officers from the Health 
department for starting 
all facilities available at 
the Primary Health Centre 
(PHC) Chanapora for the 
larger public good and to 
prepare the DPR for its 
upgradation to sub district 
hospital. He said this will 
also prevent unnecessary 
rush to the tertiary care 
hospitals in the city.

Mushtaq also reviewed 
ongoing work projects 
being undertaken by the 
R&B department and 
other executing agencies 
and sought early compil-
ing and submission of 
DPRs for timely start of 
newly taken up works.

Emphasising on main-
taining cleanliness, he 
directed the Officers from 
SMC to ensure sanitation 
facilities are upgraded for 

better hygiene.  He also 
directed concerned Offi-
cers for repairs and reno-
vation of the Community 
Centres, with proper fur-
nishing. He also reviewed 
the buffer stock of Distri-
bution Transformers (DTs) 
in the constituency and 
directed the S.E KPDCL to 
ensure timely replacement 
of DT in case of damages.

The MLA stated, “I am 
elected by the people, and 

Officers present here are 
working for the people, so 
let us coordinate togeth-
er to give the best to the 
people.”

Among others, the 
meeting was attended by 
Superintending Engineers 
and Executive Engineers 
of various departments, 
Chief Planning Officer, 
District and Sectoral Offi-
cers of various line depart-
ments.
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