
Poll Results Ready: Candidates keep 
fingers crossed as night-long wait begins

LG releases book titled ‘Handbook 
on Water Supply’, authored by G.S 
Jha & Muzamil Rafiqui

Modi-Muizzu talks: India announces major currency 
swap arrangement to help cash-strapped Maldives

Put Govt formation on hold till Centre 
restores Statehood to J&K: Er Rashid’s 
suggestion to Parties ahead of Poll Results

CS shows concern over unfilled seats in 
certain professional courses

BJP will extend central rule 
if failed to form govt in J&K: 
Omar Abdullah

Absolute challenges for 
new government in J&K: 
Farooq Abdullah

Security forces recover 
suspected IED, rusted mine 
in Rajouri and Samba

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 7

Finally, the wait is over 
for the election results 
that would be declared 
tomorrow for 90 seats of 
J&K Assembly. Counting 
will begin at 25 locations 
across the UT amid multi-
layered security cover 
even as candidates main-
tain the night long wait 
will be filled with a little 
bit of fear and an increase 
in the heart rate.

J&K would see its 
own government after a 
decade as the last Assem-
bly polls were held in 
2014.  The elections were 
also first without Article 
370 and without Ladakh 
as J&K’s party. On August 
5, 2019, New Delhi sliced 
the erstwhile State into 
two halves—J&K and 
Ladakh UTs. J&K’s Chief 
Electoral Officer (CEO) 

Exit Polls: Is J&K Heading Towards Grand Alliance?

J&K Assembly Elections 2024: Careers of Half Dozen 
Veteran Politicians Hang in Balance as results ready

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 7

While the majority of exit 
polls have predicted hung 
assembly in Jammu and 
Kashmir, there is every 
possibility of witnessing a 
grand alliance in the Union 
Territory for the formation 
of next dispensation here 
as the leaders from major 
political parties have kept 
options open for the coali-
tion.

According to the news 
agency, the pollsters here 

have predicted a hung 
assembly, giving an edge 
to the National Confer-
ence-Indian National Con-
gress alliance.

However, if the exit 
polls are to be believed, 
the alliance would be short 
of a couple of seats for the 
formation of the next dis-
pensation in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

As per the pollsters, 
the NC-Congress alli-
ance would get around 
40 seats and would need 
eight more seats to achieve 

the target of majority and 
form the next government 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Amidst the exit poll, the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) President, Mehboo-
ba Mufti stated that Jammu 
and Kashmir will never 
have a BJP government 
and expressed readiness 
to support the formation 
of any “secular Govern-
ment” in J&K to keep the 
saffron party out of power.

“There will be a secular 
Government in J&K and 
whatever Government is 

formed here, PDP will be 
an important factor,” she 
had told reporters.

Moreover, National 
Conference (NC) Presi-
dent, Dr Farooq Abdullah 
welcomed the statement, 
saying that what’s wrong 
in having a government in 
alliance with PDP, saying 
that “we can be rivals in 
elections, but if the aim 
is same that we want the 
good of the people, I will 
have no objection and I am 
sure the Congress will 

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 07

Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha released a 
book titled ‘Handbook on 
Water Supply’, authored 
by Sh G.S Jha and Sh Muza-
mil Rafiqui, at a function 
in Raj Bhawan today.

In his address, the Lt 
Governor extended his 
felicitations to the authors 
for giving a detailed 
account on planning, 
operation and mainte-
nance of water supply 
schemes, and suggesting 
steps for effective water 
management, through 
their book.

He said the ‘Handbook 
on Water Supply' also 
reflected the new and 
innovative approaches 
adopted by the UT Admin-
istration to ensure the 
availability of tap water 
connections in remote 
and difficult terrain areas 
of Jammu Kashmir.

“Water security for 
all has been one of the 
prime objectives of the 
J&K administration. In the 
last four years, we have 
ensured augmentation of 
infrastructure facilities 
so that every citizen has 
access to basic services 
and livable environment,” 
the Lt Governor said.

Observing that the aim 

of UT Administration is to 
develop cities and villages 
as centre of prosperity 
which provides adequate 
resources to fulfill the 
aspiration of common 
man, the Lt Governor said 
the administration has 
been successful in achiev-
ing these goals to a large 
extent.

“In the last four years, 
work has been done to 
generate new hope by 
ending discrimination and 
injustice. Everyone is pro-
vided with equal oppor-
tunity to live a joyful and 
prosperous life,” the Lt 
Governor said.

On the occasion, the Lt 
Governor called upon the 
people of Jammu Kashmir 
to complement govern-
ment’s efforts in realising 

the vision of ‘Har Ghar 
Nal Se Jal’ and also work 
together in protection 
and preservation of water 
resources.

At a time when water 
resources are facing the 
challenges of climate 
change, it is the respon-
sibility of every citizen to 
ensure that ponds, lakes, 
rivers and other water 
bodies are clean and safe, 
he said.

The Lt Governor 
entrusted upon the engi-
neers and officials of Jal 
Shakti Department to pay 
special attention to water 
management through 
modern technological 
tools.

He also lauded the sig-
nificant contribution 

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Monday said that 
India and Maldives have 
agreed to give strategic 
depth to their ties with 
adoption of a Vision for 
Comprehensive Econom-
ic and Maritime Security 
Partnership, even as he 
announced roll over of 
USD 100 million treasury 
bills for one year, and USD 
400 million and Rs 30 bil-
lion as a bilateral currency 
swap arrangement for the 
cash-strapped nation.

After holding bilateral 
talks with visiting Maldiv-
ian President Mohamed 
Muizzu, PM Modi said the 
two sides have decided to 
hold talks on a Free Trade 
Agreement, and are also 
focusing on digital con-

nectivity.
India also launched the 

RuPay Card in Maldives 
and PM Modi said that 
the two sides will try and 
link up with the United 
Payments Interface, the 
Indian digital payments 
system.

He said the two sides 
are in talks to open a new 
Indian consulate in Addu 

city in Maldives, and a 
new Maldives consulate in 
Bengaluru, to strengthen 
people to people links.

PM Modi said the two 
sides have also held talks 
on infrastructure devel-
opment, according to the 
requirements of Maldives, 
in areas including ports, 
airports, housing, hospi-
tals, roads, sports facili-

ties, schools and water 
and sewerage.

India would also focus 
on the timely completion 
of the flagship Greater 
Malé Connectivity Project 
(GMCP), and undertake 
a feasibility study to con-
nect the islands of Thila-
fushi and Giraavaru as an 
extension.

Both sides would also 
collaborate in the develop-
ment of a state-of-the-art 
commercial port at Thila-
fushi island in order to 
de-congest the Malé port 
and provide enhanced 
cargo handling capacity 
at Thilafushi.

PM Modi said that India 
and Maldives have age-
old relations and that Mal-
dives is India’s closest and 
friendly neighbour. PM 
Modi said that India 

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 7

National Conference Pres-
ident Farooq Abdullah on 
Monday said there would 
be absolute challenges for 
the new government in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Farooq said this while 
replying to a question 
from media persons about 
what would be the chal-
lenges for the new gov-
ernment in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

"There are absolute 
and so many challenges", 
Farooq told media per-
sons.

The NC President said 
that in the last ten years, 
the state has gone far 
below what it was before. 

Those challenges have to 
be met and that has to be 
done.

"I hope Delhi is going to 
be positive about it even if 
we are opposite to them", 
Farooq said and added, "I 
hope they will realise".

Jammu and Kashmir is 
a vital state and 

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 7

The security forces on 
Monday recovered a 
suspected Improvised 
Explosive Device (IED), a 
rusted anti-tank mine and 
a mortar shell in Rajouri 
and Samba districts of 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Official sources said the 
security forces recovered 
one suspected IED along 
a link road in Saranoo 
village during a routine 
patrol.

They said that the 
bomb disposal squad was 

rushed to the spot and it 
was defused.

In a separate incident, 
security personnel said 
a rusted anti-tank mine 
and mortar shell were 
defused after they were 
found by villagers at sep-
arate places near Regal 
Post.

The anti-tank mine 
and mortar shell were 
defused after the villagers 
informed the nearby BSF 
post and in the Bari Brah-
mana area respectively.

The explosive devices 
were defused on the spot, 
they added.

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 07

Awami Itehad Party chief 
and the North Kashmir 
Member Parliament Er 
Sheikh Abdur Rashid 
Monday suggested the 
political parties and inde-
pendents who would 
emerge victorious tomor-
row not to form the gov-
ernment in J&K until the 
Government of India 
restores the Statehood.

He said AIP would 
extend full support if all 
get united on this advice. 
“I have a humble sugges-
tion to all political parties 
and independent can-
didates who would win 
elections tomorrow to put 

government formation on 
hold till Centre restores 
Statehood to J&K,” the 
North Kashmir MP said 
addressing a press confer-
ence in Srinagar, as per 
news agency.

“If all agree to my sug-
gestion, AIP would also 
extend full support to this 
proposal.” Er Rashid also 

said that age-old darbar 
move practice should be 
resumed for the larger 
status of people of both 
regions.

“The administration 
claims that it has saved 
the J & K exchequer from a 
huge burden by abolishing 
the Darbar Move practice 
but the fact remains that 
people of both regions 
are suffering. We demand 
this practice should be 
resumed,” he said.

The North Kashmir MP 
also said that he was in 
Delhi a few days ago where 
he was J&K House Delhi 
being exclusively kept 
reserved for the people of 
Ladakh UT. 

AGENCIES
SRINAGAR, OCT 7

National Conference Vice-
President Omar Abdullah 
on Monday alleged the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) would like nothing 
more than to extend cen-
tral rule if they are not in 
a position to form a gov-
ernment in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The NC leader was 
reacting to the statement 
made by the Awami Itte-
had Party (AIP) Chief 
Abdul Rashid Sheikh 
popularly known as Engi-
neer Rashid, who during 
a press conference during 
the day had said whoso-
ever will get the majority 

should not form the gov-
ernment until the state-
hood is restored in Jammu 
and Kashmir. 

"The man goes to Delhi 
for 24 hours and comes 
back to play straight into 
the hands of the BJP," 
Omar posted on X (for-
merly twitter).

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 07

Chief Secretary, Atal 
Dulloo, Monday chaired a 
meeting of Board of Pro-
fessional Entrance Exami-
nations (BOPEE) during 
which he emphasised on 
optimal utilization of avail-
able slots of admissions 
in various professional 
courses including Engi-
neering and B.Ed being 
offered by the colleges in 
the UT.

The meeting was 
attended by Commission-
er Secretary, GAD; Com-
missioner Secretary, IT; 
Secretary H&ME; Secre-
tary, SDD; Secretary, ARI 
& Trainings; Chairperson, 
BOPEE and other con-
cerned officers.

While taking note of the 
admission process by the 
professional board, the 
Chief Secretary impressed 
upon the concerned to 
look into the causes that 
results in less uptake of 
certain courses being 
offered by the profession-
al colleges here. He called 
for carrying out a detailed 
analysis of the reasons 
behind this phenomenon 

and addressing the same 
at an earliest. He also sug-
gested to list out the cours-
es and colleges facing this 
situation and look into the 
position of faculty, infra-
structure and other ancil-
lary facilities available for 
imparting training in these 
specific trades.

Dulloo urged the higher 
education department 
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JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 7

As the counting of votes 
is scheduled on Tuesday-
October 08, the political 
careers of more than half 
a dozen veteran political 
leaders are at a critical 
juncture. Their experi-
ence and electoral his-
tory may give them an 
edge, but with new chal-
lengers emerging, the 
results could signal a shift 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
political landscape.

As per the details avail-
able with news agency,  
Jammu and Kashmir 
is eagerly awaiting the 
results of its 2024 Assem-
bly elections,  and several 
veteran political figures 
find themselves at a cross-
roads. These elections, 
held after a decade-long 
hiatus, have pitted sea-
soned politicians—many 
of whom are hoping for 
a "hat-trick" or even a 
fourth and fifth consecu-
tive win—against new faces 
eager to reshape the politi-

cal landscape. The politi-
cal careers of over half a 
dozen former MLAs and 
ministers are now on the 
line, as their long-standing 
credibility hangs in the 
balance.

Among those seeking 
a third consecutive vic-
tory is Ajay Sadotra of 
the National Conference, 
a two-time MLA from the 
Marh constituency. Joining 
him in this bid are other 
notable figures, such as 
former ministers Sham Lal 
Sharma ( Jammu North), 

Surjit Singh (Samba), and 
Raman Bhalla (Gandhi-
nagar), all of whom have 
held their seats for two 
terms and hope to solidify 
their political legacy.

However, the stakes are 
even higher for political 
veterans like Tara Chand, 
the former Deputy Chief 
Minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir, who is eyeing 
his fourth win from the 
Chhamb constituency. 
Chand, who has repre-
sented Chhamb 
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Assembly Elections-2024
One-Day workshop for Counting Supervisors, 
Assistants & Micro Observers held at Ganderbal

JI NEWS SERVICE
GANDERBAL, OCTOBER 6

In preparation for the 
upcoming vote counting 
process for the General 
Elections to the Legisla-
tive Assembly 2024, a one-
day workshop was orga-
nized today for Counting 
Supervisors, Counting 
Assistants, and Micro 
Observers.

The event was pre-
sided over by the Gen-
eral Election Observer 
for District Ganderbal, R. 
Lakshmanan, who was 
joined by the Counting 
Observer, Sharmila C and 
the District Election Offi-
cer (DEO) Shyambir, held 
in the Conference Hall of 
Mini Secretariat, Gander-
bal.

The workshop was 
designed to ensure that 
all officials involved in the 

counting process are thor-
oughly trained and famil-
iar with their roles and 
responsibilities to facili-
tate a smooth and trans-
parent counting process.

During the workshop, 
detailed instructions 
were provided to the 
participants on various 
aspects of the counting 
procedure, including han-
dling of Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs), Voter 
Verifiable Paper Audit 
Trail (VVPAT) slips, and 
maintaining the highest 
standards of accuracy and 
transparency throughout 
the counting process.

The General Observer 
emphasized on the strict 
adherence to the guide-
lines issued by the Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) and on the impor-
tance of seamless coordi-
nation between different 

teams.
He highlighted the sig-

nificance of this training 
for ensuring the credibil-
ity of the election process 
and urged all officials to 
carry out their duties with 
the utmost diligence.

The DEO reiterated 
the importance of the 
counting process and 
assured that all necessary 
arrangements are in place 
to ensure its smooth con-
duct.

The participants were 
given hands-on demon-
strations on various pro-
cedures and were encour-
aged to ask questions to 
clarify any doubts.

This workshop marks a 
key step in the final stages 
of election preparations in 
District Ganderbal ahead 
of the counting of votes 
for the two Assembly Con-
stituencies in the district.

Skill Development Department 
organizes one day Capacity Building 
Program on Mission YUVA

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 7

Directorate of Skill Devel-
opment Department, J&K 
under the supervision 
of O.P. Bhagat, Direc-
tor, Skill Development 
Department, J&K orga-
nized one day Capacity 
Building Program on Mis-
sion YUVA (Yuva Udhy-
ami Vikas Abhiyaan) at 
Government Polytechnic 
for women, Jammu. The 
program aims at sensitis-
ing all Nodal/Coordinating 
officers on purpose, com-
ponents and monitoring 
of Mission YUVA in the UT 
of J&K.

 All the HoIs/Principals/
Superintendents of vari-
ous Polytechnics/ITIs of 
Jammu Division partici-
pated in this program.

The Director gave an 

overview of Mission YUVA 
explaining its Mission 
and vision statement. He 
emphasized on creating 
a conducive environment 
where the youth can feel 
confident to take risks, 
innovate and build busi-
nesses.

The key resource 
persons of the event 
were Narendar Abrol, 
from SIBDI, Ajay Thapa 
from Govt. Polytechnic, 
Jammu, Dr.Vinod Kumar 
from JKEDI and Kanav 
Sharma from NABARD.

They elucidated the 
various components of 
Mission YUVA - Eco-Sys-
tem Creation, Institutional 
Business support Mecha-
nism, Enterprise Develop-
ment, Creating Business 
Plans, DPR and Credit 
Enabling for easy access 
to entrepreneurs.

Assembly Elections-2024
All arrangements for smooth & hassle-free 
counting process finalised at Shopian
DEO visits Counting halls, Media Centre

JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 7

The District Election 
Office, Shopian has made 
all required and proper 
arrangements as per 
ECI guidelines to ensure 
smooth and hassle free 
counting process for the 
Zainapora and Shopian 
Assembly Constituencies.

The counting halls set 
up for each Assembly Con-
stituency of the district at 
Mini Secretariat, Shopian 
are equipped with neces-
sary facilities along with 
deployment of adequate 
staff for the purpose of the 

counting process.
10 counting counters 

have been established in 
each Assembly Constitu-
ency, manned by Count-
ing Supervisors, Assistants 
and Micro observers to 
ensure smooth and timely 
completion of the count-
ing besides separate coun-
ters for postal ballots and 
ETPBS have also been set 
up. The entire counting 
process shall be observed 
by Counting Observers 
appointed by ECI.

The CCTVs and Videog-
raphy provisions have also 
been made available along 
with a sufficient number 

of data entry 
staff and IT 
e q u i p m e n t 
to see to the 
timely updates 
of the results.

The media 
centre has also 
been estab-
lished to facili-
tate the autho-
rised Media 
persons with 
timely updates 
of the count-
ing process 
through PAS 
a n n o u n c e -
ments and 
s c r e e n i n g 
through LED 

Displays.
Like the voting day 

updates, the administra-
tion shall also telecast 
round wise results of the 
counting process through 
Municipal Council screens 
across the town for the 
information of the general 
public.

Proper arrangements 
for seating have been made 
for contesting candidates 
and counting agents.

To see that all arrange-
ments are in place, DEO 
Shopian visited the count-
ing halls and Media Centre 
and took review of arrange-
ments.

Final round of Training held for 
Counting Supervisors, Assistants 
& Micro-Observers at Shopian

JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 07

The District Election Office 
Shopian today conducted 
final round of training 
programme for Counting 
Supervisors, Counting 
Assistants and Micro-
Observers at Mini Secre-
tariat Shopian to acquaint 
them about counting 
procedures for conduct-
ing counting of votes 
smoothly on October, 
08 as per ECI guidelines. 
District Election Officer 
(DEO) Shopian, Moham-
mad Shahid Saleem Dar 
also attended the training 
session and addressed the 
staff deployed for count-
ing duties.

DEO addressed the staff 
and called for strict adher-
ence to the rules and pro-
cedures during the count-
ing process while per-
forming the duties with 
integrity and fairness.

He also emphasized 
on maintaining discipline 
and to upheld complete 
privacy on the day of 
counting.

District Level Master 
Trainers  provided 
detailed training sessions 
to prepare skilled and 
competent manpower for 
the counting of votes for 
two Assembly Constituen-
cies of 36-Zainapora and 
37-Shopian.

During the sessions of 
training, the participants 
were provided procedural 
know-how for the smooth 
execution of the counting 
process including practi-
cal demonstration of han-
dling of EVM, counting 
procedures, adhering to 
protocols of ECI.

RO Shopian, Shakoor 
Ahmad; RO Zainapora, 
Nisar Ahmad; Dy.DEO Jah-
anger Ahmad and other 
officers were also present 
on the occasion.

GDC Ramgarh organizes a documentary 
screening on the “Life of Mahatma Gandhi”
JI NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, OCTOBER 7

IQAC of GDC Ramgarh 
organised a documentary 
screening on the “Life 
of Mahatma Gandhi” in 
honor of the Mahatma 
Gandhi’s enduring legacy. 
The event was organised 
to mark the 155th birth 
anniversary of the Father 
of the Nation, which holds 
great significance in pro-
moting Gandhian values 
among young minds.

The event was held 
under the able guidance 
and supervision of Prof. 
(Dr.) Geetanjali Andotra, 
Principal of the College. 
Speaking on the occasion 
she highlighted the impor-
tance of introducing stu-
dents to historical figures 
like Mahamta Gandhi, 
from whose life the stu-
dents can learn about 
ideals of peace, equality, 
non-violence & justice.

Dr. Aditi Khajuria, con-
vener IQAC, spoke on the 
impact of Gandhiji on 

Freedom Struggle of India. 
The documentary delved 
into pivotal moments of 
Gandhiji’s life from his 
role in the Indian Freedom 
struggle to his philosophy 
of Truth and Non-violence 

which has inspired mil-
lions not only in India but 
all over the world.

The documentary 
screening was attended by 
all faculty members and 
students of the college.

Assembly Election-2024

Final Randomisation of Counting Staff, 
Micro Observers held at Kathua
JI NEWS SERVICE
KATHUA, OCTOBER 7

The second and final ran-
domisation of counting 
staff and micro observers 
was conducted today at 
the Video Conferencing 
Room, DC Office Complex, 
Kathua, under the super-
vision of District Election 
Officer, Dr. Rakesh Minhas.

The process took place 
in the presence of Count-
ing Observers and Return-
ing Officers from all six 
assembly segments of 
Kathua district.

The randomisation, 
which included assigning 
Counting Supervisors, 
Counting Assistants, and 
Micro Observers, was car-

ried out using the dedicat-
ed software provided by 
the Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO), Jammu & Kashmir. 
The process covered 83 
tables for counting EVM 
votes and 6 tables for 
postal ballots. Addition-
ally, a reserve pool of 54 
staff members was iden-
tified to address any con-
tingencies that may arise 
during the counting pro-
cess. The counting of votes 
is scheduled to be held on 

October 8 in GDC Kathua 
for all six assembly seg-
ments of Kathua district. 
The Counting Observers 
for 63-Bani Aisha Masrat 
Khanam, 64-Billawar, 
Mahendra Kumar Khin-
chi, 65-Basohli Md. Ejtaba 
Hussain, 66-Jasrota Sunil 
Kumar Yadav, 67-Kathua 
(SC) Dorje Chhering Negi 
and 68-Hiranagar Navneet 
Kumar along with Return-
ing Officers were also pres-
ent.

Assembly Election-2024
DEO Kishtwar interacts with Media Persons 
on reporting guidelines for Counting Day

JI NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, OCTOBER 7

District Election Officer 
(DEO) Kishtwar, Rajesh 
Kumar Shavan held an 
interactive session with 
media persons, sensitiz-
ing them on the Do's and 
Don'ts of reporting during 
the upcoming Counting 
Day.

He emphasized the 
importance of adhering 
to ethical standards and 
maintaining transparen-
cy in journalism to ensure 
that accurate and authen-
tic election results are 
conveyed to the public in 
a real time manner.

The DEO stressed 
that media professionals 
must strictly follow all 
guidelines issued by ECI 
in letter and spirit to pre-

serve the integrity of the 
election process.

 Shavan also informed 
that a dedicated Media 
Cell has been established 
within the premises of 
the Counting Venue. The 
cell will provide real-
time updates on election 
results, Assembly Con-
stituency-wise, ensuring 
the public stays informed 
through various media 
channels.

Regarding Counting 
Day preparations, the 
DEO assured that all 
arrangements have been 
made for the smooth 
counting of votes across 
Kishtwar's three Assem-
bly Constituencies. 
He briefed the media 
about the comprehen-
sive logistics set up at 
Kendriya Vidyalaya, 

including proper seating 
arrangements, a public 
announcement system, 
and a robust three-tier 
security system in line 
with election guidelines.

 He further urged all 
candidates and their 
agents to gracefully 
accept the people's ver-
dict with smiling faces 
in consonance with the 
slogan of the District Elec-
tion Authority "Catch the 
Smile" whether the result 
is in their favor or not.

He further advised the 
counting staff to main-
tain a positive demeanor 
while performing their 
duties, reinforcing the 
message of profession-
alism and composure 
throughout the day and 
maintaining complete  
neutrality.

Assembly Election-2024
DEO Udhampur holds meeting 
with contesting candidates, political 
representatives ahead of counting process

JI NEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, OCTOBER 7

In preparation for the 
upcoming counting of 
votes scheduled for Octo-
ber 8th, the District Elec-
tion Officer,  Udhampur, 
Saloni Rai along with  SSP 
Amod Ashok Nagpure 
held a key meeting with 

contesting candidates and 
representatives of various  
political parties from Dis-
trict Udhampur.

During the meeting, 
DEO Udhampur briefed 
the candidates as well as 
representatives on the 
detailed layout and pro-
cedural aspects of the 
counting process, empha-

sizing that it will 
be conducted in 
a smooth, trans-
parent manner 
as per the guide-
lines set by the 
Election Commis-
sion of India. She 
assured them of 
full cooperation 
from the district 
administration 
throughout the 
process.

She urged all 
present to main-
tain discipline, 

law & order on the day 
of counting, emphasiz-
ing that no entry into the 
premises will be permit-
ted without valid iden-
tity cards. The DEO called 
upon the candidates and 
party representatives to 
cooperate fully and ensure 
a fair and peaceful count-
ing process.

JDI Kashmir mourns 
Bilal Koul’s  demise
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 7

The Joint Directorate of 
Information ( JDI) Kash-
mir today mourned the 
untimely passing away of 
its senior official, Mr. Bilal 
Ahmad Koul who passed 
away today morning after 
brief illness.

The official was laid to 
rest in his ancestral grave-
yard, where hundreds of 
his colleagues, well wisher 
mourners participated in 
the Nimaz-e-Jinaza and 
bade him a tearful send 
off. Joint Director Informa-
tion Kashmir, Mohammad 
Aslam along with Deputy 
Director Information (PR) 
Kashmir, Dr. Ahsanul Haq 
Chishti and other officials 
of the department attend-

ed the Nimaz i Jinaza of Mr. 
Koul and later visited the 
residence of the deceased 
colleague and expressed 
their deep sympathies 
with the bereaved family. 
Bilal Ahmad, through 
his dedication, honesty 
and professionalism, had 
earned deep respect and 
admiration among his col-
leagues as well as officers 
of the department. The 
loss of the official will be  
deeply felt throughout 
the organization, his col-
leagues remarked with 
sobs while attending his 
last rites.

Meanwhile the Rasm i 
Chaharum of the deceased 
shall be held on Thursday, 
October 10 at 10 AM at his 
ancestral graveyard at 
Riyazat Taing Khanyar.
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Assembly Election-2024
ADC reviews Law and Order management 
ahead of Counting Day in Rajouri

JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, OCTOBER 7

On the directions of the 
District Election Officer 
(DEO) Rajouri, Abhishek 
Sharma, a comprehensive 
review meeting regarding 
the management of law 
and order for the upcom-
ing counting day was con-
vened today at Dak Bunga-
low, Rajouri.

The meeting was 
chaired by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Rajouri, Rajiv Kha-
juria which was attended 
by Additional Superin-
tendent of Police (ASP) 
Rajouri Bikram Kumar, 
all Executive Magistrates 
along with their police 
counterparts.

The primary focus of 
the meeting was to ensure 
a robust plan for main-
taining peace and order 
during the counting of 
votes for the General 
Election to the Legislative 
Assembly 2024.

ADC Rajiv Khajuria, 
while addressing the 
gathering, emphasized 
the critical role of Execu-
tive Magistrates and their 
respective police teams 
in ensuring the smooth 
conduct of counting day 
activities.

ASP Bikram Kumar 
further elaborated on the 
security arrangements, 
highlighting the need for 
strict vigilance and pro-
active measures. He also 
reviewed the security 
arrangements at counting 
centers and surrounding 
areas, stressing the need 
for additional security 
personnel at vulnerable 
points.

He further emphasized 
strict enforcement of Sec-
tion 164 of BNSS, 2023 
prohibiting the assembly 
of more than five people 
near the counting centers, 
to prevent any gathering 
that could disrupt the pro-
cess.

All Executive Magis-

trates were directed to 
be present at their desig-
nated stations along with 
their police counterparts 
throughout the counting 
process.

 Special emphasis was 
laid on maintaining law 
and order around the 
counting centers and 
ensuring that no untow-
ard incident occurs. The 
entry and exit of autho-
rized personnel within 
the counting centers will 
be closely monitored. All 
officials were directed to 
ensure that only individu-
als with valid passes are 
allowed inside the prem-
ises.

Concluding the meet-
ing, ADC Rajiv Khajuria 
and ASP Bikram Kumar 
expressed confidence that 
with meticulous planning 
and cooperation between 
the magistrates and police 
officers, the counting day 
proceedings would be 
conducted without any 
disruption.

57 students of MAM College, 
GDC Kathua complete summer 
internship at JKEDI
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCTOBER 7

A fresh batch of 57 students 
from Government MAM 
College, Jammu and Gov-
ernment Degree College 
(GDC), Kathua completed 
their mandatory summer 
internship at Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute 
( JKEDI).

These students under-
went their 10-day (60 
hours) Summer Internship 
which started on 26 Sep-
tember 2024, 2024 here at 
the Bari-Brahmana campus 
of the institute JKEDI.

The interns were briefed 
about the role and func-
tioning of various verticals/
sections of JKEDI. They 
were made aware of the 
various activities under-
taken by JKEDI including 
Entrepreneurship Aware-
ness Programs (EAPs), 
Entrepreneurship Orienta-
tion Programs and Entre-
preneurship Development 
Programs (EOPS and EDPs) 
to promote entrepreneur-

ship as a career choice 
among unemployed youth 
of J&K.

An idea pitching work-
shop and business simu-
lations were held for the 
interns wherein real-time 
exposure to running a suc-
cessful business venture 
was provided to them. 
These activities helped 
the interns to gain insight 
with respect to the vari-
ous challenges faced by an 
entrepreneur and the ways 
to overcome them.

During the valediction 
ceremony, Director JKEDI, 
Rajinder Kumar Sharma 
discussed the importance 
of entrepreneurship and 
innovation. He asked the 
interns to acquire voca-
tional training skills to be 
job-oriented in today’s 
competitive environment.

The internship pro-
gram was conducted by 
the Centre for New Enter-
prise Creation (CNEC), a 
program vertical of JKEDI 
under the supervision of 
Dr. Vinod Sharma and Vir 
Pratap, faculty at JKEDI.

No changes in Sarpanch 
eligibility criteria: RDD&PR 
refutes social media post
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 7

The Rural Development 
Department and Pan-
chayati Raj, Jammu & 
Kashmir, has strongly 
refuted claims circulating 
on social media regarding 
new qualifications for Sar-
panch candidates in the 
Union Territory.

A viral social media 
post alleged that the J&K 
government had issued 
a notification under "J&K 
Panchayati Raj Act, 1989 
under Section 6, 2022," 
introducing new eligibility 
criteria for those aspiring 
to become Sarpanches. 
The post claimed that 
candidates would need to 
be permanent residents of 
J&K, be at least 25 years 
old, and have a minimum 
educational qualification 
of 12th pass, among other 

requirements.
However, the Depart-

ment has categorically 
denied these claims, term-
ing the news entirely false 
and fabricated.

In response, the Depart-
ment has emphasized that 
no new notification has 
been issued and that the 
current eligibility criteria 
remain as they have been 
under the J&K Panchayati 
Raj Act of 1989.

The RDD has also clari-
fied that any changes or 
amendments to this Act 
would be announced 
through official channels, 
not through unverified 
social media posts.

The RDD has cautioned 
social media platform 
users against spreading 
fake news stories related 
to changes in local gover-
nance structures or elec-
tion processes.

New land immigration expands reach 
with second branch in Jammu
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 7

Today, New Land Immi-
gration proudly inaugu-
rated its second branch 
in Miran Sahib, Jammu, 
marking a significant mile-
stone in its commitment 
to facilitating international 
travel and education expe-
riences. The inauguration 
was graced by renowned 
journalist Ravinder Singh, 
who served as the Chief 
Guest, and Vikram Singh 
Chib, President, Yuva 
Rajput Sabha (YRS) along-
side Sushil Singh Charak, 
Founder of Nations Devel-
opment Association (NDA) 
and Former Secretary of 
the International Human 
Rights Organisation J&K, 
as the Guest of Honour. 
Esteemed patrons Satish 
Katoch and Rekha Katoch 
also attended to support 
this momentous occasion.

In his address, Sushil 
Singh Charak empha-
sized the importance of 
New Land Immigration’s 
expansion, which aims 
to meet the increasing 
demands of students and 
travelers in the region.

The management of 
New Land Immigration 
expressed sincere grati-
tude to Chief Guest Ravin-
der Singh for his inspir-

ing words and invaluable 
presence, highlighting his 
guidance as pivotal to the 
event’s success.

"We are excited to 
expand our presence in 
Jammu and remain com-
mitted to delivering per-
sonalized services to our 
clients," said Rahat Katoch, 
Founder cum Director and 
Danish Katoch Managing 
Director. "Our goal is to 
empower individuals to 
achieve their global aspi-
rations."

The new branch offers 
specialized services 
tailored to the unique 
needs of clients, includ-
ing Study Visa guidance 

for students, hassle-free 
Tourist Visa processing, 
and Work Visa support 
for professionals seeking 
international opportuni-
ties. Under the leader-
ship of Rahat Katoch and 
Danish Katoch, the New 
Land Immigration team 
is dedicated to providing 
exceptional support.

Parmjeet Singh, Anikat 
Singh Chib New Land 
Immigration Team Mem-
bers, Er. Ashu Kumar 
Member of Nations 
Development Association 
(NDA), Mohinder Singh 
and  Yuva Rajput Sabha 
(YRS) Teams, were also 
present on the occasion.

GDC Vijaypur celebrates 
World Habitat Day 2024
JI NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, OCTOBER 7

Department of Environmental Sciences in col-
laboration with Department of Geography of 
Government Degree College Vijaypur celebrated 
World Habitat Day 2024. The Programme started 
with the welcome address by Poonam Kundan, 
Head, Department of Environmental Sciences, 
and elaborated on the theme, discussing how 
youth engagement can drive innovation and 
foster social change. She encouraged students 
to actively participate in discussions about urban 
development and to contribute ideas for improv-
ing their environments. The event aimed to 
inspire the younger generation to take initiative 
and lead efforts towards building a sustainable 
urban future.

Students of the college actively participated 
in the Slogan Writing Competition on the theme 
"Engaging Youth for a Better Urban Future."  
First position was achieved by Ranjit Kaur of 
B.Sc. Semester III, Second position was attained 
by Palak Panotra of BA Semester III and third 
position was secured by Avijeet Kumar of B.Sc. 
Semester III. The competition was adjudged by 
Prof. Mamta Gupta (HOD Commerce), Dr. Anoop 
Bhagat (HOD Sociology) and Prof. Ritu Bhagat 
(HOD Education).

Dr. Vandana Verma, the Principal of the Col-
lege highlighted the vital role that young people 
play in shaping sustainable cities. She empha-
sized that empowering youth to participate in 
urban planning and environmental initiatives 
is essential for creating vibrant, resilient com-
munities.

She appreciated the efforts of the students for 
their active participation. The whole event was 
coordinated by Prof. Poonam Kundan (HOD Envi-
ronmental Sciences) and Prof. Meetu Sharma 
(HOD Geography) and co-coordinated by Prof. 
Ritu Bhagat (HOD, Education) and Dr. Naseem 
Choudhary (HOD, English).

Assembly Election-2024

Comprehensive training Session for 
Counting Supervisors, Assistants ahead 
of Counting Day held at GDC Rajouri
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, OCTOBER 7

A comprehensive train-
ing session was held 
today at GDC Rajouri for 
the appointed Counting 
Supervisors and Count-
ing Assistants in prepara-
tion for the counting day 
scheduled on October 8, 
2024.

The District Election 
Officer Rajouri, Abhishek 
Sharma, joined the train-
ing session to provide 
valuable guidance to the 
trainees. He emphasized 
the importance of accu-
racy, transparency, and 
strict adherence to the 
Election Commission of 
India's protocols during 
the counting process.

A total of 234 employ-

ees designated for Elec-
tronic Voting Machine 
(EVM) counting partici-
pated in the training, 
along with around 150 
employees who were 
instructed on the man-
agement of postal bal-
lots.

The training session 
was led by the District 
Nodal Officer (Training), 
Dr. Naseem Ahmad, 
and his team of experts. 

During the session, par-
ticipants were thorough-
ly briefed on the detailed 
procedures, responsi-
bilities, and technical 
aspects of the counting 
process. 

The training was well-
received by the attend-
ees, who expressed 
their readiness and com-
mitment to carrying out 
their responsibilities on 
counting day.

Ashok Kumar Verma assumes charge as 
General Manager of Northern Railway
JI NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

Ashok Kumar Verma, 
an officer of the Indian 
Railway Stores Service, 
has assumed the regular 
charge of General Man-
ager of Northern Railway. 
A 1987-batch officer, he has 
served the Indian Railways 
in various capacities.

Apart from his vast 
experience in store-relat-
ed issues, Verma also has 
experience in handling 
general administration. 
Before taking over as Gen-
eral Manager of Northern 
Railway, he held the posi-
tion of General Manager 
of Central Railway Elec-
trification Organization 
(CORE) Prayagraj.

Verma has served as 
Principal Chief Material 
Manager in North Western 
Railway, as Divisional Rail-
way Manager of the Ben-
galuru Division of South 
Western Railway, and as 
Additional Divisional Rail-
way Manager of the Jhansi 
Division. He has also previ-
ously served as Executive 
Director of Railway Stores 
in the Railway Board.

After formally taking 
charge, Verma held a 
meeting with all the princi-
pal heads of departments. 
All the Divisional Railway 
Managers also joined the 
meeting via video confer-
encing. While addressing 
the meeting, he outlined 
his priorities.

He emphasized that 

punctuality and safety 
are the most important 
parameters in railway 
functioning. Verma fur-
ther added that worksite 
safety and staff safety are 
of paramount importance. 
While speaking about staff 
welfare issues, he instruct-
ed that senior officers and 
supervisors should remain 
accessible to staff for 
resolving their concerns 
and that all issues should 
be addressed within a rea-
sonable timeframe.

In a bid to enhance the 
passenger experience and 
modernize railway infra-
structure, the GM con-
ducted a comprehensive 
review to assess the prog-
ress of station redevelop-
ment under the Amrit 
Bharat Scheme (ABSS), the 
USBRL project, and the 
Rishikesh-Karnaprayag 
line.

He instructed officials 
to monitor the progress 
of station redevelop-
ment work and ensure 
the timely completion of 
all infrastructure proj-
ects. The GM highlighted 
the importance of timely 
execution and quality 
adherence to ensure the 

successful completion of 
projects within the stipu-
lated timeframe.

He stated that the works 
must be planned with 
safety, passenger conve-
nience, and the opera-
tional needs of the future 
in mind. He further noted 
that the Railways contrib-
ute significantly to India’s 
GDP and that progress in 
the Railways is essential 
to achieving the vision of 
‘Viksit Bharat.’

The GM also com-
mended the efforts of the 
staff in ensuring the safety 
and smooth functioning 
of train operations. He 
expressed his admiration 
for the hard work of the 
trackmen and gangmen, 
who work round the clock 
in hostile weather condi-
tions.

Verma holds a degree 
in Civil Engineering from 
Motilal Nehru National 
Institute of Technology, 
Prayagraj, and an MBA 
degree from IIM Kol-
kata. He has completed 
a Diploma in Public Pro-
curement (Public Pro-
curement in Multilateral 
Agencies Funded Projects) 
from the Indian Railway 
Institute of Logistics and 
Material Management and 
a PG Diploma in Alternate 
Dispute Resolution Mech-
anism from the National 
Academy of Legal Studies 
and Research University. 
He has extensive experi-
ence in Finance and Public 
Procurement.

Assembly Elections-2024: Second randomization 
of Counting Staff held at Bandipora
JI NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, OCTOBER 07

The second randomiza-
tion of counting staff for 
the three Assembly Con-
stituencies of Bandipora 
District was today con-
ducted today at mini Sec-
retariat.

District Election Offi-
cer Bandipora, Manzoor 
Ahmad Qadri conducted 
the randomization in pres-
ence of Observers and 
Returning Officers and 
other concerned.

The randomization was 
conducted using dedi-
cated software, strictly 
adhering to the guide-

lines of the Election Com-
mission of India, ensuring 
fairness and impartiality 
in the selection of count-

ing personnel besides the 
entire process was video 
recorded.

Kashmir Marathon: Div Com reviews 
overall progress of arrangements
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 7

The Divisional Commis-
sioner Kashmir Vijay 
Kumar Bidhuri today 
convened a meeting 
to review the progress 
regarding preparations 
for the successful con-
duct of Kashmir Mara-
thon.

The meeting was 
attended by Commis-
sioner SMC, Dr Owais 
Ahmad; Director Tour-
ism, VC LCMA, ADC Sri-
nagar, SSP Traffic, Com-
mandant SDRF, Srinagar, 
Director Health Services 
Kashmir, officers KPDCL, 
R&B, Youth Services & 
Sports, and other con-
cerned departments.

On the occasion, Div 
reviewed arrangements 
at the venue with respect 
to electricity, sanitation, 
Aid Centres, toilet facili-
ties and seating arrange-
ments.

The meeting deliber-
ated over the selection 

of different patches of 
route and establishment 
of Aid Stations after every 
250 meters. The meeting 
also discussed the traffic 
plan to  ensure smooth 
conduct of historic event 
in Srinagar.

Div Com also reviewed 
the readiness of water 
ambulances in the Dal 
Lake and  evacuation  
plan during any medi-
cal exigency. Consider-
ing the major role of 
Health Department, it 
was informed that all the 
arrangements including 
triage centres, medical 
aid centres, stretchers 
and deployment of expert 
medical teams  shall be  
ensured for  timely help 
to the participants. 

It was also informed 
that top health institu-
tions falling  within the 
proximity of the Mara-
thon route have also been 
looped in for immediate 
treatment during emer-
gency.

Commissioner SMC 
briefed about the existing 
toilet facilities at the main 
venue & different places 
along the route and 
Mobile Toilet Vehicles 
at Aid Stations besides 
installation of bins to 
ensure clean route.

Regarding deployment 
of volunteers, Div Com 
emphasized on providing 
the training to volunteers 
and sensitizing them 
regarding their roles & 
responsibilities.
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE...
Poll Results Ready...

P K Pole said that a three-tier security has been put 
in place at all counting locations across the UT.  “There 
are 25 counting locations in the UT. Three centres have 
been set up for counting of migrant votes,” he said, as 
per news agency.

He said the counting will start at 7:30 am with postal 
ballots first and then Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs). “All arrangements are in place. Candidates 
have also been given information about their counting 
agents. EVMs are very much protected in a multi-layer 
security of police, CRPF and other officials,” Pole said, 
adding that all steps have been taken to ensure smooth 
counting across all centres.

The Polls in J&K were held in three phases from Sep-
tember 18 to October 1. Of the 90 seats in the Kashmir 
Valley and Jammu region, 24 voted in the first phase, 
26 in the second and 40 in the third.

There were 873 candidates in the fray for 90 seats, 
the fate of whom has been sealed. In all three phases, 
J&K recorded 63.88 per cent, less than the 65.52 percent 
recorded in the 2014 assembly elections. Out of the 25 
counting centers, SKICC in Srinagar would be the centre 
of focus where counting of eight crucial seats of Srinagar 
district will be held.

There were many political stalwarts in the fray that 
include National Conference vice president Omar Abdul-
lah contested from Budgam and Ganderbal assembly 
segments, Sajad Gani Lone of People's Conference from 
Handwara and Kupwara seats, Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president Tariq Hamid Karra from Shalteng and 
BJP J&K president Ravindra Raina from Nowshera seat.

The other prominent faces in the fray were Congress 
general secretary Ghulam Ahmad Mir from Dooru, PDP 
leaders Waheed Para from Pulwama), Iltija Mufti from 
Bijbehara, Apni Party president Altaf Bukhari from 
Chanapora, CPI(M) veteran Muhammad Yousuf Tari-
gami from Kulgam and former deputy chief ministers 
Muzaffar Hussain Baig, Ali Muhammad Sagar, Abdur 
Rahim Rather and Tara Chand.

Interestingly, exit polls on Saturday suggested NC 
was on the front seat in Kashmir and BJP in Jammu. BJP 
has claimed that it will win a full majority. There is a 
need of 48 seats for forming the government. However, 
five nominated MLAs will be the king-makers vis-à-vis 
government formation in J&K even as parties like NC 
and Congress have opposed the move on the pretext 
that only elected government can nominate the five 
MLAs that has to be later approved by the Lieutenant 
Governor.

The candidates in the fray told KNO that they won’t 
sleep as indeed it would be a sleepless night for them. 
“I think none of the candidates in fray would sleep 
tonight. It is going to be the longest night of our life. 
There is a little bit of fear, an increased heart rate and 
an emotional outburst as well,” said Aijaz Mir, an inde-
pendent candidate.

Workers of many political parties were seen buying 
sweets and garlands late night Monday to celebrate 
the victory of their favourite candidates. However, no 
activity was seen at the offices of major political parties 
like NC, PDP and Congress regarding celebrations. KNO

Exit Polls: Is J&K Heading...
also have the same opinion.”
Pertinently, the Pradesh Congress Committee (PCC) 

Chief, Tariq Hameed Karra had on Wednesday stated 
that the National Conference-Congress alliance is open 
to taking support of like-minded parties and individu-
als for government formation in the Union Territory if 
such a need arises.

However, NC Vice President, Omar Abdullah has 
dismissed alliance talks with PDP as premature. He 
criticised calls to delay government formation, asserting 
it would benefit BJP

Furthermore, Iltija Mufti, PDP leader and daughter 
of Mehbooba Mufti said that senior leadership will take 
a call on extending support to a secular front only once 
the results are out.

"...Let me put the record straight. PDP's senior leader-
ship will take a call on extending support to a secular 
front only once the results are out. This is our official 
stand," she wrote. KNO

J&K Assembly Elections...
three times—1996, 2002, and 2008—has a storied 

history in J&K politics, having also served as Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly. After a brief defection to 
Ghulam Nabi Azad’s camp in 2022, Chand rejoined the 
Congress and now seeks to extend his electoral success.

Similarly, Harsh Dev Singh, the former education 
minister and long-time representative of Ramnagar, is 
hoping to revive his political career. After serving as the 
president of the Jammu and Kashmir National Panthers 
Party and later joining the Aam Aadmi Party in 2022, 
Singh returned to the Panthers Party in 2023 and is 
again contesting elections.

In Kishtwar, Ghulam Mohammad Saruri is aiming 
for a comeback after parting ways with the Congress 
in 2022. Saruri, a former minister with a consistent 
electoral record in Indrawal since 2002, is now running 
as an independent candidate. Meanwhile, Choudhary 
Lal Singh, who has represented Basohli multiple times 
and served in the PDP-BJP coalition government, also 
remains a prominent contender.

Mohammad Yusuf Tarigami, known for his integrity 
and long-standing affiliation with the CPI (M), seeks a 
fifth term from Kulgam. Tarigami’s standing in his con-
stituency remains strong, but the election will test his 
continued influence in the region.

Tariq Hameed Karra, former MP from Srinagar and 
now State Congress President, is another heavyweight 
with a storied past. His notable victory over National 
Conference stalwart Dr. Farooq Abdullah in the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections marked a turning point in J&K 
politics, and Karra is once again in the fray, aiming to 
replicate his success this time in Jammu and Kashmir 
Assembly elections.

Rounding out the list of seasoned politicians are 
National Conference leaders Ali Mohammad Sagar and 
Mubarak Gul. Sagar, who has represented Srinagar’s 
Khaniyar constituency since 1996, and Gul, who has 
held the Eidgah seat since 1983, are both fighting for 
their constituencies' trust once more. KNO

LG releases book titled...
of Shri Ghanshyam Jha, author of the book and 

former Chairperson J&K Water Resources Regulatory 
Authority, in maintenance of water resources, flood 
control, irrigation, drinking water supply and providing 
new tools and guidance to the engineering community.

Sh Shaleen Kabra, Additional Chief Secretary, Jal 
Shakti Department; Sh Iftikhar Kakroo, Chairman, 
JKWRRA; other dignitaries including Prof. Barkat Hus-
sain; authors and their family members, HoDs, and 
other senior officials were present.

Modi-Muizzu talks: India...
has always acted as the first responder for Maldives, 

whether to bring essential commodities for the people 
of Maldives or provide help during any natural calamity, 
and providing vaccines during Covid.

India has always upheld its responsibility of being 
a neighbour, and to give strategic depth to the rela-
tions the two sides have decided to adopt the “Vision 
of Comprehensive Economic and Maritime Security 
Partnership”.

He said that India will continue to provide train-
ing and capacity building for the Maldivian National 
Defense Force and that both sides will work together 
for the security and peace in the Indian Ocean Region.

The MEA spokesperson in a post on X said:
“A partnership fulfilling shared aspirations!
PM @narendramodi and President @MMuizzu held 

comprehensive discussions to further deepen ties on 
a range of areas including development partnership, 
energy, trade, financial linkages and defence coopera-
tion.”

Absolute challenges...
crown of India and has two enemies on the borders, 

the former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister said.
Asked the like-minded people will join his party in 

forming the next government in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Farooq said "I hope so..I pray to God..I hope it does 
happen..and I hope with all these people who want to 
join us make a strong government, a government which 
will give people what they want".

He said, "I am very happy to come together to build 
a better Jammu and Kashmir. We should shine all over 
the country". "I am sure they are reaching out to us. We 
welcome it and you have seen the Peoples Democratic 
Party Chief Mehbooba Ji's statement which is a very 
welcome step", he added.

"We all if together can work faster rather than work 
against each other..that is what we need", Farooq 
emphasized.

 Asked if there would be horse-trading after the 
results came out, Farooq said "let them do horse-trading 
..who stops them..let them see who they can buy then 
who has to face the people".

Put Govt formation on...
“Is this justice? I want to ask the Government of India 

what was the criteria used to distribute properties of 
J&K in Delhi and the rest of the country. Ladakh has only 
4 to 5 lakh population and for them you have kept J&K 
House, while J&K has over 2 crore population, where 
would the people go if they need to travel out of J&K for 
treatment, travel and jobs,” Er asked.

To a query if BJP wins majority in Jammu and NC in 
Kashmir, to which party AIP would extend support, Er 
Rashid said that his priority wasn’t government forma-
tion and only safeguarding the interests of J&K.

On five nominated members by the J&K Administra-
tion, he said: “By nominating members of its own, the 
J&K administration is damaging and challenging the 
very idea of BJP and PM Narendera Modi: Ek Vidhan, 
Ek Nishan, Ek Pradhan. How can Delhi people nominate 
members for J&K Assembly when poll results are yet to 
be out,” the North Kashmir MP said. Er Rashid is out 
on bail till October 12. He has served detention in New 
Delhi’s Tihar for five and a half years. KNO

BJP will extend central...
Rashid during the press conference also revealed that 

he had been to Delhi for two days.
"The BJP would like nothing more than to extend 

central rule in J&K if they aren't in a position to form a 
government," Omar said.

CS shows concern over...
to make more efforts to create awareness among the 

students so that no seat remains vacant in these col-
leges. He said that the candidates are moving outside UT 
for seeking admission in professional courses, therefore 
it is time to introspect and take corrective measures 
wherever necessary.

The Chief Secretary also reviewed development of 
online counselling portal for the Board, which is expect-
ed to be made ready by the end of this month by the 
NIC. He directed for launching it at an earliest so that 
from next session the admissions are exclusively made 
through this portal only.

Regarding the admission process the Chairperson, 
JKBOPEE, Minu Mahajan, apprised the meeting that the 
timeline for filling of remaining seats as per the direc-
tions were issued and extended upto 31st of this month.

Giving details, it was added that out of the 1107 MBBS 
seats under UT quota 100% admissions had been made. 
Similarly, in the courses of BDS, MDS, BAMS, BUMS, 
BPT, B.Sc Nursing, almost all seats had been filled by the 
Board through counselling process. Besides, the courses 
like B.E/B.Tech having around 600 seats in government 
colleges and B.Ed having 330 seats in government run 
institutions had got 410 and 229 seats filled till date.

It was further revealed that certain relaxations had 
been given in admission process besides extending the 
cut off date for easement of the students. It was added 
that vigorous information campaigns had also been 
launched so that the capacity of these institutions is uti-
lized optimally and no seat remains vacant there. KNO

DefConnect 4.0 Raksha Mantri launches ADITI 
2.0 challenges & DISC 12 to foster innovation, 
entrepreneurship & ‘Aatmanirbharta’ in defence
JI NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

Rajnath Singh launched 
the second edition of 
Acing Development of 
Innovative Technologies 
with iDEX (ADITI 2.0) 
challenges and the 12th 
edition of Defence India 
Start-up Challenges (DISC 
12) during DefConnect 
4.0 at Manekshaw Centre, 
Delhi Cantt. on October 
07, 2024.

ADITI 2.0 features 
19 challenges from the 
Armed Forces and allied 
agencies in the domains of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
Quantum Technology, 
military communication, 
anti-drone systems cus-
tomised for military plat-
forms and adaptive cam-
ouflage, etc. This scheme 
offers a grant of up to Rs 
25 crore to Innovations for 
Defence Excellence (iDEX) 
winners, focusing on criti-
cal technological areas 
crucial for strengthening 
the defence ecosystem of 
the country.

DISC 12 presents 41 chal-
lenges across key technol-
ogy domains, including 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAVs), AI, Networking 
and Communication, with 
grants up to Rs 1.50 crore. 
Notably, it introduces the 
Medical Innovations and 
Research Advancement 
(MIRA) initiative, featuring 
nine challenges aimed at 
fostering the development 
of medical technologies to 
meet the medical demands 
of the Armed Forces. To 
provide momentum to the 
iDEX initiative, DISC was 

launched in partnership 
with Atal Innovation Mis-
sion, aimed at supporting 
start-ups/MSMEs/Innova-
tors to create prototypes 
and/or commercialise 
products/ solutions in the 
area of national defence 
and security.

In his address, Raksha 
Mantri commended Def-
Connect for playing a cru-
cial role in developing the 
culture of innovation in 
the country. He stated that 
the platform is bringing a 
new energy to the defence 
industrial ecosystem, and 
making the nation’s talent 
a partner in strengthening 
the security apparatus. 
Terming DefConnect as 
an important link between 
all the stakeholders associ-
ated with the defence eco-
system, he exuded confi-
dence that the platform 
will help in realising the 
vision of ‘Aatmanirbharta’ 
in defence.

Enumerating the feats 
achieved due to the Gov-
ernment’s efforts to pro-
mote innovation, Shri 
Rajnath Singh informed 
that iDEX has received 
over 9,000 applications 
so far, and is currently 
collaborating with more 
than 450 start-ups & 
MSMEs through DISC and 
Open Challenge. He added 
that 26 products have 
been developed under 
iDEX, for which procure-
ment orders worth more 
than Rs 1,000 crore have 
been placed. In addition, 
Acceptance of Necessity 
and Request for Proposal 
worth over Rs 2,380 crore 
have been issued for 37 

products. The ADITI ini-
tiative is focusing on over 
30 critical and strategic 
technologies to strengthen 
the defence ecosystem, he 
said.

Raksha Mantri high-
lighted the vibrant and 
dynamic ecosystem of 
innovators, entrepre-
neurs, scientists & start-
ups in the country, stating 
that the world is acknowl-
edging the strength & 
talent of India’s youth. 
He reiterated the Govern-
ment’s commitment to 
further enhance the role 
of the private sector in the 
defence ecosystem. Their 
involvement is necessary 
to achieve self-reliance, he 
said.

Shri Rajnath Singh 
pointed out that as soon 
as the Goverment, led 
by Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi, came to 
power in 2014, it identified 
‘lack of private sector par-
ticipation in the defence 
sector’ as a major hurdle 
in attaining self-reliance, 
and strived to increase 
their contribution in 
nation building. “There 
were two major dimen-
sions of self-reliance in 
the defence sector. First 
was the manufacturing of 
arms/equipment, whose 
technology was avail-
able, but there was a lack 
of production capacity. 
Second was catering to the 
needs of high-technology 
applications in view of 
the constantly-changing 
nature of warfare. Earlier, 
only in-house R&D and 
organisations like DRDO 
were working towards 
the development of such 
cutting edge technolo-

gies. But now, we are wit-
nessing a significant role 
of the private sector too. 
There is enhanced synergy 
between the public & pri-
vate sectors, the biggest 
example of which is Def-
Connect,” he said.

Raksha Mantri appre-
ciated the ‘SIDBI iDEX 
Partner Incubator Fund’, 
stating that the collabora-
tion will meet the critical 
funding needs of innova-
tors. SIDBI (Small Indus-
tries Development Bank of 
India) will allocate Rs 50 
crore to 10 leading part-
ner incubators, including 
Foundation for Innovation 
and Technology Transfer 
at IIT Delhi, Society for 
Innovation & Entrepre-
neurship at IIT Bombay, 
and Technology-Hub 
Hyderabad, to fund iDEX 
winners in advancing criti-
cal defence technologies.

On the new technolo-
gies being incorporated 
in wars and conflicts, Shri 
Rajnath Singh said apart 
from conventional arms 
& ammunition, many 
dual use or purely civilian 
tech is being weaponised. 
He called for an in-depth 
understanding of these 
technologies, exhorting 
the innovators to make 
imaginative use of the 
advancements for the 
defence of the nation.

Stressing on the need 
to move forward from 
imitative to innovative and 
distinctive technologies, 
Raksha Mantri called upon 
the private sector to think 
beyond the solutions to 
challenges being provided 
through ADITI & DISC. He 

urged them to bring forth 
the tech which is far ahead 
of the requirements of the 
Armed Forces and would 
be beneficial to deal with 
future threats. He prom-
ised the Government’s 
full assistance to achieve 
the goal of a strong & self-
reliant defence sector.

On the occasion, Shri 
Rajnath Singh also felici-
tated the ADITI 1.0 win-
ners, and extended his 
best wishes for their future 
endeavours. Leading iDEX 
winners showcased their 
cutting-edge solutions 
related to Munition Sys-
tems, Intelligence, Surveil-
lance & Reconnaissance, 
Communication Systems 
& Space Technologies, as 
part of DefConnect 2024. 
The winners include QuNu 
Labs, Sagar Defence Tech-
nologies, Astrome Tech-
nologies, Zeus Numerix 
Pvt. Ltd., NewSpace 
Research and Technolo-
gies, Pixxel Space India 
etc.

Chief of the Army 
Staff General Upendra 
Dwivedi, Chief of the Air 
Staff Air Chief Marshal 
AP Singh, OSD, Depart-
ment of Defence Shri RK 
Singh, Secretary (Defence 
Production) Shri Sanjeev 
Kumar, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defence R&D and 
Chairman DRDO Dr Samir 
V Kamat, Financial Advi-
sor (Defence Services) Shri 
Sugata Ghosh Dastidar, 
other senior officials of 
Ministry of Defence, indus-
try leaders, academia, 
young entrepreneurs & 
innovators attended the 
event.

Himmat Singh Dhillon 
honoured with ‘Collaborative 
Excellence Award’ 
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 7

The Headmaster of The 
Lawrence School, Sanawar; 
Himmat Singh Dhillon has 
been awarded with the 
GSLC (The Global School 
leaders’ Consortium) 
Edvantage Collaborative 
Excellence Award for the 
year 2024 in appreciation 
of excellent service and 
collaborative approach 
exhibited in the field of 
education. The award cer-
emony event titled “GSLC 
Edvantage-The Confluence 
of POVs (Colloquium and 
Collaborative Excellence 
Honour Ceremony)’ was 

held at Hyatt Regency, 
Chandigarh. Addressing 
the gathering of eminent 
educationists and edupre-
neurs, Himmat Dhillon 
dwelled elaborately on the 
concept of ‘Campus as Cur-
riculum’ and said, “Nature 
is the best educator and 
all the best possible efforts 
should be made to take stu-
dents closer to the myriad 
lessons nature is constant-
ly teaching about almost 
every subject including the 
life guiding subject such as 
philosophy. A teacher in 
the present pedagogical era 
is best placed as guide by 
the side and must shun his 
image of Sage on the Stage.”

Drug Abuse Awareness 
Program held at Springdales, 
Akhnoor Road, Jammu
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 7

The National Incredible Lit-
eracy Mission J&K conduct-
ed a Drug abuse awareness 
programme in collabora-
tion of Directorate of School 
Education Jammu and Gov-
ernment of Jammu and 
Kashmir Ut . Involving hun-
dreds of school students of 
Springdales School Rajouri 
Line Akhnoor Road ,Jammu 
. Here to create awareness 
on drug and substance 
abuse and its negative fall-
out on the individual .The 
program was conducted in 
the school premises .

According to NILM Chair-
man Thakur K.D. Kurhan , 
the aim of the programme 
is to empower students to 
say no to drugs and create 
awareness of substance 
abuse by helping them 

channel their energies into 
creative pursuits. NILM 
staff members  who deliver 
lecture during program 
included R S Thakur, Kiran 
Sharma , Tania Dogra and 
Pooja Sahu.

Here Archana Jandev 
Manhas  Principal of the 
said school gave a impres-
sive lecture on the Drug 
abuse . Principal of the 
school also appreciated  the 
role of NILM NGO for syn-
thesizing awareness among 
masses .  School staff  who 
actively participated in the 
awareness program includ-
ed Coordinator Bandana 
Sharma ,Activity Incharge 
Surekha Sharma and other 
teachers including Meenal 
Sadotra ,Geetanjali Handoo, 
Kailash Rani,Roopali Rajput 
, Vaishali Sharma , Shivani 
Kotwal ,Anirudh Sharma 
and Janvi Sharma.
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St. Mary’s Infant Convent School holds Swearing-in 
Ceremony for New School Prefect Council
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 7

In a momentous event 
held on 7th October 2024, 
St. Mary’s Infant Convent 
School, Jammu, proudly 
announced the swearing-
in of the new School Pre-
fect Council for the aca-
demic year 2024-25. The 
ceremony was graced by 
Fr. Santosh Athickal, the 
Financial Administrator 
of the Diocese of Jammu-
Srinagar, who present-
ed badges to the newly 
appointed prefects.

At the helm of the 
leadership team, Aahana 
Rajput and Manthan Bhar-
gav were sworn in as the 
Head Girl and Head Boy, 
respectively. Both students 
have demonstrated exem-
plary leadership quali-
ties, academic excellence, 
and commitment to the 
school’s values, making 
them the perfect candi-
dates to lead their peers.

Supporting the head 

prefects in their roles are 
Aanaya Kaith, appointed 
as the Deputy Head Girl, 
and Mehran, who will 
serve as the Deputy Head 
Boy. Meanwhile, Samiya 
and Manvi were adorned 
with the titles of disciple 
coordinators. The passion 
of these young students for 
fostering a positive school 
environment and their 
dedication to extracurric-
ular and academic activi-
ties have earned them this 
prestigious recognition.

The principal, Mrs. 
Sheetal Anthony along 
with the staff of the school 
lit the ceremonial lamp. 
Mrs. Anna Mary, Chair-
person of St. Mary’s Infant 
Convent School (SMICS) 
graced the event as the 
special vedette. During 
the ceremony, Fr. Santosh 
Athickal commended the 
students on their achieve-
ments and encouraged 
them to uphold the 
values of responsibility, 
teamwork, and service to 

others. He also expressed 
his hopes for the council 
to lead by example and 
inspire their fellow stu-
dents to strive for excel-
lence in all endeavors.

The event concluded 
with a pledge taken by 
the entire council, affirm-
ing their commitment to 
uphold the honor and 
principles of SMICS. This 
marks the beginning of an 
exciting year of leadership 
and growth for the newly 
appointed prefects.

Hindi Pakhwada celebrations conclude at NIT Srinagar
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCT 10 

The National Institute of 
Technology (NIT) Srinagar 
marked the culmination of 
a 15-day Hindi Pakhwada 
celebration with a grand 
valedictory ceremony held 
on Monday. The event was 
organized by the Rajbha-
sha Cell, and featured a 
range of activities aimed 
at promoting the use of 
official language on the 
campus.

The valedictory cer-
emony was graced by the 
presence of the Registrar 
NIT Srinagar, Prof. Atikur 
Rehman, who served as 
the Chief Guest for the 
occasion. The event wit-
nessed the participation 
of several distinguished 
guests including Dean 
P&D Dr. Yashwant Mehta, 
Head MED, Prof. Adnan 
Qayoom.

In a message, Direc-
tor NIT Srinagar, Prof. A 
Ravinder Nath praised the 
Rajbhasha Cell for its dedi-
cation and successful exe-
cution of the 15 day event.

He also expressed 
confidence that Hindi 
Pakhwada would encour-
age students and staff to 
actively use the language, 
thereby strengthening the 
institute’s commitment to 
Rajbhasha as part of its 
everyday communication.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Institute's Registrar 
Prof. Atikur Rehman com-
mended the efforts of the 
Rajbhasha Cell for their 
outstanding work during 
the Hindi Pakhwada. Over 
the past two weeks, the 
Rajbhasha Cell organized 
a variety of activities, ben-
efiting both students and 
employees of the Institute, 
he said.

 Prof. Rehman com-
mended the Rajbhasha 
Cell, under the leader-
ship of Dr. Rajesh Shukla, 
for their outstanding 
efforts but stressed the 
importance of continued 
progress in line with the 

recommendations of the 
Parliamentary Committee.

He suggested that the 
Rajbhasha Cell prioritize 
training employees in 
basic Hindi vocabulary, 
which would not only 
benefit the institute but 
also enhance the personal 
skills of the staff.

Prof. Rehman empha-
sized that this initiative 
should be taken on a pri-
ority basis and proposed 
that the Rajbhasha Cell 
develop a timetable for 
regular classes to facilitate 
the learning process.

“We hope that by 
next year, there will be 
a significantly improved 
understanding and use of 
Hindi across the campus,” 
Prof. Rehman added that 
there is a need for train-
ing employees in at least 
one language to enhance 
communication skills and 
institutional growth.

The event was attend-
ed by Deputy Registrar 
(Admin) Faisal Irshad 
Ganai, AR (Accounts) 
Mubashir Ahmad Wani, 
AR Admin, Supervisor of 
Hindi Teaching; Rajbhasha 
Cell Mohammad Iqbal Dar, 
AR (Special Secretary to 
Director) Shahid Hamid, 
Hindi Officer Dr. R. P. 
Shukla (Asst. Prof. CED), 
Hindi Anuvadak Dr. Sabzar 
Gani Batoo, Medical Offi-

cer, Dr. Gowhar Nabifac-
ulty coordinators, teach-
ing and non-teaching staff, 
and enthusiastic students 
were also present on the 
occasion.

Dr. Jitendra Gurjar, Dr. 
Brijesh Kumar, Dr. Neeraj 
Gupta, Dr. Pramod Kumar 
Yadav, Dr. Ved Prakash, Dr. 
Brijendra Singh Sengar, 
Dr. Prabal Verma, Dr. 
Prvan Kumar Katiyar, Dr. 
Atendra Kumar, Dr. Mohd 
Aslam, Dr. Mohd Zubair 
Ansari, Dr. Amandeep 
Singh, Dr. Ravi Kumar, Er 
Junaid Ul Islam and Mohm-
mad Abrar Khan were the 
coordinators of the event.

Earlier, Dr. Rajesh 
Prasad Shukla, Hindi Offi-
cer at the Rajbhasha Cell, 
highlighted the efforts 
made in promoting Hindi 
within the institution and 
commended the collective 
contributions of everyone 
involved. He especially 
praised the work of Hindi 
Anuvadak, Dr. Sabzar Gani 
Batoo, and other coordi-
nators for their valuable 
contributions during the 
15-day event.

Dr. Shukla said that they 
have already discussed 
training of employees pro-
posal with NIT Srinagar 
administration who are 
registered for the Praveen 
course, emphasizing the 
importance of furthering 

Hindi language proficien-
cy among staff.

He noted that the 15-day 
Hindi Pakhwada celebra-
tion provided a platform to 
strengthen the connection 
with the Hindi language 
and promote its active use 
within the NIT Srinagar 
community. The event 
concluded with a felici-
tation ceremony where 
teaching and non-teaching 
staff, along with students, 
were honored with certifi-
cates and mementoes by 
the Registrar, Dean P&D, 
HOD MED, and other dig-
nitaries. In the essay writ-
ing competition (Faculty 
category), the 1st position 
was secured by Dr. Jiten-
dra Gurjar, followed by Dr. 
Prvan Kumar Katiyar in 
2nd place, and Dr. Prabal 
Verma in 3rd place.

In the Non-Teaching 
category, Naresh Kumar 
( Junior Assistant) claimed 
1st position, Farhan Bashir 
(Stenographer) took 2nd, 
and Sohail Baba (SAS Assis-
tant) bagged 3rd place.

In the Administrative 
Vocabulary competition, 
Naresh Kumar ( Junior 
Assistant) again secured 
1st position, while Basarat 
Bashir ( Junior Assistant, 
Legal Cell) claimed 2nd 
place, and Tawheed Hus-
sain ( Junior Assistant) fin-
ished 3rd.

For the student essay 
competition, Prince 
Kumar won 1st place, 
Mahesh Kumar came in 
2nd, and Mohammad 
Faizan and Sakshi Singh 
jointly took 3rd place.

Additionally, Prof. 
Noor Salam Khan, HOD 
of Chemical Engineering, 
was awarded for issuing 
100% bilingual documents 
during the financial year 
2023-24.

Naresh Kumar was also 
felicitated for complet-
ing the highest number 
of bilingual notings in the 
administrative staff cate-
gory for the same financial 
year. 

Indian Army organizes Cricket League to 
Empower Youth at Surankote, Poonch
JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH : 07 OCT 24

In an inspiring initiative 
aimed at empowering local 
youth, the Indian Army 
inaugurated a cricket 
tournament in Surankote, 
Poonch. This tournament 
is designed to engage 
young people in sports 
while addressing critical 
social issues, particularly 
drug abuse. With thirteen 
teams from various villag-
es participating, the event 
showcases local talent and 
promotes teamwork .The 
cricket League emphasizes 
the significance of sports 
in personal development 
and community bonding. 
The tournament is being 
held at the Surankote, 
transforming the area 
into a hub of activity and 
excitement. Local leaders 
and community members 
attended the inauguration, 
reflecting strong support 
for initiatives that uplift 
the youth and encourage 
positive engagement. The 
Indian Army has a his-
tory of promoting sports 
in the South of Pir Panjal 
region, with similar events 
that aim to foster commu-

nity spirit. By organizing 
the cricket League, the 
Indian Army aims to pro-
vide a constructive outlet 
for the youth, steering 
them away from negative 
influences. The league not 
only focuses on cricket but 
also instills essential life 
skills such as discipline, 
leadership, and resilience 
in the participants. This 
initiative serves as a vital 
step towards encourag-
ing healthy lifestyles and 
fostering a sense of cama-
raderie among young 
people in the region. The 
success of these tourna-
ments reflects the Indian 
Army's ongoing dedication 
to community develop-
ment through sports. By 

facilitating such events, 
the Indian Army plays a 
crucial role in nurturing 
talent and promoting unity 
within the local popula-
tion. The Mendhar Super 
League is not just a cricket 
tournament; it represents 
hope and opportunity for 
young people seeking to 
channel their energy into 
productive activities. The 
cricket League stands as 
a testament to the Indian 
Army's commitment to fos-
tering a vibrant and united 
community in the south 
of Pir Panjal region. Such 
initiatives are essential for 
building a brighter future 
for local youth and encour-
aging them to pursue their 
passions.

One day orientation cum training workshop 
on Adult BCG vaccination held at Doda 

JI NEWS SERVICE
DODA, OCTOBER 07: 

Under the guidance of 
worthy Chief Medical Offi-
cer Doda Dr Om Kumar, 
a one day block level ori-
entation cum training 
workshop on Adult BCG 
Vaccination of healthcare 
professionals of Block 
Ghat District Doda was 
held at Conference Hall, 
CMO Office Doda on 07-10-
2024. 

The training session 
was aimed with the ongo-

ing initiative of the depart-
ment to trained all health-
care professionals about 
the new concept of Adult 
BCG Vaccination. 

Dr Nasir Masood Indra-
bi, Sh Surinder Singh PMA 
Supervisor and Sh C K 
Shan were the key speak-
ers (Trainers) who impart-
ed the training to the par-
ticipants in a comprehen-
sive manner, briefed all 
the aspects, management, 
criteria, measures and all 
requirements need to start 
this newly launched proj-

ect of GOI to curb 
Tuberculosis.  

The training ses-
sion was also attend-
ed by BMO Ghat Dr 
Abdul Gafoor, who 
graced the occasion 
and gave a brief intro-
duction about this 
new initiative of GOI 
to launch Adult BCG 
vaccination. 

The Adult BCG vac-
cination is a program-
matic study aimed at 
vaccinating vulner-
able populations by 
the end of 2024 and 
is designed to target 
individuals aged 18 
years and above, 
focusing on vari-
ous criteria such as 

TB history, age, smoking 
habits, diabetes and Low 
BMI. 

Sh Mashhood Latif, 
BM&EO NHM Ghat coor-
dinated the training pro-
gramme, which ended on 
a successful note. 

The orientation cum 
training workshop was 
attended by more than 
50 participants including 
Medical Officers, Para-
medical Staff besides Cold 
Chain Handlers, ASHA 
Facilitators of Block Ghat 
(Doda). 

Usha International supports “Dah-Fangs” 
traditional archery event in Kargil
JI NEWS SERVICE
KARGIL, OCT 7

Consumer durables 
brand Usha in collabo-
ration with the Lada-
khi Craft & Design Skill 
Centre and the Depart-
ment of Physical Educa-
tion and Sports, Govt 
Degree College Kargil, 
Ladakh, organised Dah-
Fangs, a traditional 
archery event at the Col-
lege premises at Kargil. 
The event witnessed 80 
male and female par-
ticipants compete across 
teams, with an enthu-
siastic local audience 
comprising students and 
community members 
cheering them on. Govt 
Degree College, Kargil 
emerged as the cham-
pion in boys category 
while Govt Polytechnic 
College, Kargil stood 
second. In the girls sec-
tion, Govt Degree Col-
lege, Kargil won the title 
while Govt Polytechnic 

College, Kargil placed 
runner up. The Guests 
of Honour at the event 
included Tahir Hussain, 
Director, Youth Service & 
Sports, UT Ladakh; Mohd 
Ishaq, Zonal Physical 
Education Officer Taisu-
ru/ Traditional Archery 
Expert, and Mohd Sadiq 
Shalti, Former National 
Archery Coach, felicitat-
ed the winning and run-
ners-up teams. All win-
ners received certificates 
and traditional tokens of 
appreciation. Dah-fangs 

is the Ladakhi word for 
archery and is distinct 
in its style and equip-
ment. The bows are typi-
cally made from locally 
sourced willow wood, 
while arrows are crafted 
using bamboo and tipped 
with metal points. The 
competition is character-
ised by unique rules and 
formats, with archers 
aiming at small, brightly 
coloured targets. This 
form of archery dates 
back many centuries 
and originally served as 

a crucial skill for hunting 
and self-defence and has 
since been an integral 
part of the lives of Lada-
khi people.

Speaking on the Occa-
sion, Komal Mehra, 
Head, Sports Initiatives 
& Associations at Usha 
International, said, 
"Every traditional sport-
ing event brings us closer 
to the rich traditions and 
cultural commitment at 
Usha to preserve and sup-
port these practices. The 
enthusiastic significance 
that shapes local commu-
nities. Today's Dah-Fangs 
event has deepened our 
understanding of its 
importance in Ladakhi 
culture and has further 
encouraged response 
from the local communi-
ty and inspires us to con-
tinue connecting people 
to their roots while pro-
moting the importance of 
following a healthy life-
style through the power 
of sport.” 

IEI Jammu Centre celebrates World Habitat Day 
JI NEWS SERVICE 
JAMMU, OCT 7

The Institution of Engi-
neers (India), Jammu Local 
Centre celebrated World 
Habitat Day at Channi 
Himmat, Jammu, in which 
Dr. Devansh Yadav, IAS, 
Municipal Commissioner, 
Jammu & Kashmir

Chief  Executive Officer, 
Jammu Smart City Lim-
ited was the Chief Guest 
and Prof. Dr. Bhawna 
Sharma, FIE; Chairman, 
IEI, Jammu Local Centre, 

and Sachin Tickoo, Honor-
ary Secretary were pres-
ent among large number 
of engineers, professionals 

and members of the civil 
society on the occasion. 
A seminar on the theme 
“Engaging youth to create 

a better urban future “was 
organized on the occasion.

In her Welcome address 
she emphasized the criti-
cal role young people can 
play in shaping sustain-
able, inclusive, and resil-
ient cities. As urbaniza-
tion accelerates globally, 
cities are grappling with 
large range of challenges, 
including overcrowding, 
environmental degrada-
tion, housing shortages 
and social inequality. She 
said young people with 
their fresh perspectives.

Tap water 
reaches 78.58% of 
rural households 
under JJM
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, OCT 7

The Jal Jeevan Mission 
( JJM) was launched by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on August 15, 
2019, with the ambi-
tious goal of provid-
ing tap water supply 
to every rural house-
hold by 2024. At the 
time of its inception, 
only 3.23 crore (17%) of 
rural households had 
tap water connections. 
The mission aims to 
bridge this gap by pro-
viding nearly 16 crore 
additional households 
with tap water by 2024, 
ensuring the function-
ality of existing water 
supply systems, and 
directly benefiting over 
19 crore rural fami-
lies. This initiative is 
intended to reduce the 
rural-urban divide and 
enhance public health. 
Jal Jeevan Mission also 
strives for the freedom 
of mothers and sisters 
from centuries old 
drudgery of fetching 
water for the house-
hold, and improving 
their health, education 
and socio- economic 
condition. The Mis-
sion is bringing ‘ease of 
living’ and adding pride 
and dignity to rural fam-
ilies. Jal Jeevan Mission 
also implements source 
sustainability measures 
as mandatory elements, 
such as recharge and 
reuse through greywa-
ter management, water 
conservation and rain-
water harvesting. The 
Mission is based on a 
community approach to 
water and will include 
extensive Information, 
Education and Com-
munication (IEC) as a 
key component. JJM 
looks to create a janan-
dolan for water, thereby 
making it everyone’s 
priority.  

Key Achievements
As of October 6, 2024, 

Jal Jeevan Mission has 
successfully provided 
tap water connections 
to 11.95 crore additional 
rural households, bring-
ing the total coverage to 
more than 15.19 crore 
households, which 
accounts for 78.58% of 
all rural households in 
India. The mission has 
reached a significant 
milestone, profoundly 
impacting the lives of 
rural people by provid-
ing them with reliable 
access to potable water 
in their homes.   
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President Mohamed 
Muizzu's assurances to 
India and the Future of 
Indo-Maldivian Relations

The newly elected President of the Maldives, 
Mohamed Muizzu, has quickly set the tone 
for his administration's approach to foreign 

relations by assuring India that his government 
would never jeopardize India’s security interests. 
This commitment, made during his first few weeks 
in office, is significant given the geopolitical sensi-
tivities surrounding India-Maldives relations and 
the broader dynamics of the Indian Ocean region.

Muizzu’s election win came as a surprise to 
many, given his affiliation with the People’s 
National Congress (PNC) and the Progressive Party 
of Maldives (PPM), which have historically advo-
cated for reducing the Maldives’ dependency on 
India. His predecessor, President Ibrahim Solih, 
maintained strong ties with India, engaging in 
what was widely regarded as a "pro-India" policy. 
However, Muizzu’s victory was seen by some as 
a potential pivot toward China, given his party’s 
previous stance on reducing Indian influence in 
Maldivian affairs.

President Muizzu’s assurance to India is not 
only a diplomatic necessity but also a message to 
both domestic and international audiences. On 
the one hand, Muizzu must navigate the expec-
tations of his supporters, many of whom voted 
for him due to his promise of a more balanced 
foreign policy that includes distancing from the 
"India First" approach of his predecessor. On the 
other hand, the geopolitical realities of the Indian 
Ocean region demand that the Maldives maintain 
cordial and cooperative relations with India, its 
immediate neighbor and one of the most influen-
tial powers in the region.

India has long been a crucial partner for the 
Maldives, providing economic aid, security assis-
tance, and infrastructure development. The stra-
tegic importance of the Maldives in the Indian 
Ocean cannot be overstated. Its location along 
major shipping routes makes it a key player in 
maintaining security and stability in the region. 
India, for its part, sees the Maldives as a crucial 
partner in its broader Indo-Pacific strategy, which 
is aimed at countering China’s growing influence.

By offering assurances that India’s security 
interests will not be undermined, Muizzu is rec-
ognizing the importance of this partnership, even 
as he seeks to craft a foreign policy that may be 
more independent in tone. This balancing act 
will be one of his administration’s greatest chal-
lenges, as he navigates between his domestic base, 
which has expressed concerns about Indian mili-
tary presence in the Maldives, and the geopolitical 
necessity of maintaining strong ties with India.

Muizzu’s rise to power was partially fueled by 
the "India Out" campaign, a political movement 
that called for the removal of Indian military 
personnel from the Maldives and criticized the 
extent of Indian influence in Maldivian affairs. The 
campaign resonated with certain segments of the 
Maldivian population, who viewed the presence 
of Indian forces as an infringement on the nation’s 
sovereignty.

While Muizzu has yet to make a definitive move 
on the issue of Indian military presence, his assur-
ances to New Delhi signal that his administration 
may not take drastic steps to expel Indian person-
nel. Instead, the tone of his remarks suggests that 
he will likely seek to recalibrate the relationship 
with India rather than sever or significantly reduce 
ties. This delicate approach is crucial, as any mis-
step could risk economic fallout or create security 
vulnerabilities, especially given the Maldives' reli-
ance on Indian military support in times of crisis, 
as seen in the 1988 coup attempt.

India and the Maldives share more than just 
geographic proximity; their destinies are inter-
twined by a history of cultural, economic, and 
security cooperation. Muizzu’s administration has 
an opportunity to build on this legacy by crafting a 
foreign policy that respects Maldivian sovereignty 
while acknowledging India’s legitimate security 
concerns in the region.

The president's recent assurances to India 
should be seen as a pragmatic step in this direc-
tion. As both nations navigate the evolving dynam-
ics of the Indian Ocean region—particularly the 
rising influence of China—it is critical that they 
work together to ensure that their mutual interests 
are safeguarded. For India, this means respecting 
the Maldives’ desire for greater autonomy in its 
foreign policy, while for the Maldives, it means 
recognizing the central role that India plays in 
maintaining regional stability.

Ultimately, Muizzu's pledge to prioritize India's 
security interests is a positive signal for Indo-Mal-
divian relations, but it is only the beginning. His 
ability to strike a balance between domestic pres-
sures and regional geopolitical realities will define 
the success of his foreign policy in the years to 
come. For the Maldives, maintaining strong, yet 
balanced, relations with India is not just a diplo-
matic necessity—it is a matter of national security 
and prosperity in an increasingly complex world.

Leadership and mental health of employees
SAKSHI SETHI

In today’s dynamic 
workplace, the mental 
health of employees 

has become a focal point 
for organisations aiming 
to foster a productive 
and harmonious environ-
ment. One of the most 
significant factors influ-
encing employee’s mental 
health is the role of lead-
ership. Bosses and man-
agers possess the power 
to shape workplace cul-
ture, influence employee 
satisfaction and directly 
impact mental well-being. 
Leaders hold a unique 
position of authority that 
can significantly affect an 
employee’s perception of 
their work environment. 
The tone set by leaders 
creates the foundational 
culture of an organisa-
tion. It is undeniable to say 
that a positive, encourag-
ing atmosphere promotes 
employee engagement and 
satisfaction, whereas a 
toxic environment leads to 

stress and anxiety. Sever-
al research indicates that 
employees who feel sup-
ported by their leaders are 
more likely to experience 
lower levels of stress and 
higher levels of job satis-
faction. Studies also indi-
cate that transformational 
and supportive leadership 
styles co-relate with better 
employee mental health 
outcomes.

Leaders who provide 
emotional support and 
recognition can signifi-
cantly reduce stress levels 
among employees. Con-
versely, authoritarian lead-
ership styles often result in 
increased employee anxi-
ety and decreased morale. 
Flexible work arrange-
ments such as remote 
work, and flexible hours 
positively impact mental 
health by allowing employ-
ees to manage personal 
responsibilities alongside 
work demands.One of the 
most crucial aspects of 
effective leadership is the 
ability to provide support 

and recognition.
There is no denying the 

fact that employees thrive 
when their contributions 
are acknowledged and 
valued. A boss who regu-
larly provides constructive 
feedback and celebrates 
achievements fosters a 
sense of belonging and 
motivation. This recogni-

tion can enhance employ-
ees’ self-esteem and rein-
force their commitment 
to the organisation. On 
the other hand, a lack of 
recognition can lead to 
feelings of inadequacy and 
disillusionment, ultimate-
ly affecting mental health 
negatively.

The interplay between 

workplace factors and 
employee mental health 
is complex but increas-
ingly recognised as critical 
to organisational success. 
By fostering supportive 
leadership, promoting a 
positive work culture and 
prioritising employee well-
being, organisations can 
enhance mental health 
outcomes and overall 
productivity. Continued 
research in this area is 
essential for developing 
effective strategies to sup-
port mental health in the 
workplace. The impact of 
leadership on employee 
mental health is profound 
and multifaceted. Bosses 
have the authority to 
shape the workplace cul-
ture, provide support and 
recognition, communicate 
effectively, manage work-
loads, resolve conflicts and 
model healthy behaviours. 
Understanding the impor-
tance of these factors can 
help organisations create 
healthier work environ-
ments where employees 

feel valued and supported.
As businesses continue 

to navigate the complexi-
ties of the modern work-
place, prioritising mental 
health through effective 
leadership is not just ben-
eficial for employees but is 
also essential for fostering 
a productive and engaged 
workforce. The interplay 
between workplace fac-
tors and employee mental 
health is not only com-
plex but also increasingly 
recognised as critical to 
organisational success. 
By fostering supportive 
leadership, promoting a 
positive work culture and 
prioritising employee well-
being, organisations can 
enhance mental health 
outcomes and overall 
productivity. Continued 
research in this area is 
essential for developing 
effective strategies to sup-
port mental health in the 
workplace.

(The writer is an educator; 
views are personal)

Elevate wellness experts as industry leaders
DINESH SOOD

Beauty, wellness and 
grooming are indis-
pensable aspects of 

life, particularly for young 
professionals striving for 
financial success and a lux-
urious lifestyle. It’s crucial 
to recognise that a profes-
sionally trained hairdress-
er can earn more than 
an engineer or a doctor, 
dispelling the outdated 
notion that community-
based hairdressers only 
fulfil basic needs. Their 
workplaces also serve as 
vibrant community cen-
tres where people gather, 
exchange ideas and foster 
belonging and bonding 
while waiting for a hair-
cut. Therefore, it’s imper-
ative to rebrand the skills 
and professionals in the 
beauty and wellness sector 
as ‘Beauty Architects’ or 
‘Glam Gurus’, elevating 
their profession’s status 
and attracting more talent 
to this lucrative industry.

Our country’s beauty 
and wellness industry 
presents unparalleled 
employment opportuni-
ties and global placements. 
Recognising this, the 
government has initiated 
various measures to create 
pertinent content, curricu-
la, information databases, 
and delivery systems, stan-
dardise accreditation and 
certification processes, 
and establish industry-
aligned infrastructure. 

These efforts aim to equip 
young individuals to per-
ceive beauty and wellness 
as a promising profession.
The beauty and wellness 
sector should streamline 
its curricula to emphasise 
industry exposure.

As the industry tran-
sitions towards more 
excellent organisations, 
professionals must be 
educated on adhering to 
professional service stan-
dards, obtaining industry-
specific qualifications and 
certifications from repu-
table organisations, and 
enhancing their existing 
qualifications through 
access to higher education 
and research.

Integrating extensive 
internship, apprentice-
ship, and on-the-job train-
ing opportunities will 
provide candidates with 
practical work experi-
ence and a comprehen-
sive understanding of the 
industry. The absence of 
employer-led apprentice-
ship standards and career 
pathways leads to limited 
internship opportunities, 
depriving numerous stu-
dents of valuable learning 
experiences. 

Early introduction 
of beauty and wellness 
courses in schools is 
essential. Our current 
education systems priori-
tise knowledge-oriented 
training through rote 
learning, neglecting prac-
tical, experiential learn-

ing crucial for real-world 
application. Therefore, 
orienting students towards 
vocational education as an 
alternative career choice is 
imperative. The absence of 
practical and experiential 
learning impedes innova-
tion, creativity, and imagi-
nation among learners, 
leaving them ill-prepared 
for the evolving world of 
work. The National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 
advocates integrating 
vocational education with 
mainstream education to 
expose 50 per cent of  K12 
and PG learners to voca-
tional skills by 2025 and 
100 per cent by 2030. 
Schools play a crucial role 
in raising awareness about 
vocational career paths.

Notably, beauty and 
wellness skill courses have 
been part of the curricu-
lum in Delhi Government 
schools for over a decade. 
Early exposure to such 
vocational education can 
aid students, parents, and 
guardians in considering 
alternative career paths 
and foster a positive out-
look on the workforce’s 
dignity in the beauty and 
wellness industry. The 
vocational education 
sector has tried main-
stream vocational courses 
such as BVoc, MVoc, BSc, 
and MSc in Beauty and 
Wellness. However, these 
programs have seen low 
enrollment due to a need 
for more awareness about 

career opportunities and 
limited seats.

There is a need to 
design more BVoc and 
MVoc courses with multi-
ple entry and exit points, 
focusing on practical 
application in areas such 
as Beauty Culture, Cos-
metology, Yoga, Ayurveda 
Dietetics, Sports Nutrition, 
Physiotherapy, Salon Man-
agement, Beauty Therapy, 
Aesthetics, Aesthetic Der-
matology, Hair Dressing, 
Makeup, and Spa Therapy, 
rather than just theoretical 
knowledge.

Additional focus is also 
required in the areas of 
human psychology, stress 
management, mental well-
being, nutrition and diet, 
reflexology, alternate ther-
apies etc.An alternative 
pathway to a bachelor’s 
degree is completing a 
one-year ITI program and 
gaining a year of indus-
try experience. Expand-
ing training capacities in 
the Beauty and Wellness 
sector within ITIs is cru-
cial, as the current short-
term training programs 
are insufficient to meet 
industry standards and 
demand.

Recognition of Prior 
Learning (RPL) is essen-
tial for informal workers 
with significant industry 
experience. Despite pos-
sessing valuable skills, 
many informal workers in 
the Beauty and Wellness 
industry need more formal 

education and training.
RPL can help them 

gain formal certification 
based on their industry 
experience. Additionally, 
there is a need to sup-
port entrepreneurship in 
the Beauty and Wellness 
sector. More than 50 per 
cent of vocational gradu-
ates in this sector opt for 
self-employment, and 
there is a growing trend of 
industry workers starting 
their enterprises. 

A robust support system 
is required to support 
these entrepreneurs and 
foster innovation and 
employment. The Indian 
beauty and personal care 
market is experiencing 
rapid growth in tier-II and 
tier-III towns, with a sub-
stantial value of $22 billion 
and projected to expand at 
a rate of 10-12 per cent to 
reach $34 billion by 2028, 
as per the Nykaa Beauty 
Trends Report. This surge 
in tier-II and tier-III cities 
is not surprising, given 
the global trend. In India, 
approximately 38 per cent 
of the demand for beauty 
and wellness products 
and services, particularly 
direct-to-customer (D2C) 
offerings, originates from 
these cities, making them 
highly lucrative markets.

Despite being underde-
veloped, tier-II and tier-
III cities hold significant 
potential in the beauty and 
wellness sector.  Research 
indicates that profession-

als in these cities are well-
versed in domestic and 
international trends, prod-
ucts, and hair services. 
Social media’s influence 
has been pivotal in driving 
lifestyle changes, especial-
ly among the younger pop-
ulation. Young customers 
and professionals in tier-II 
and tier-III towns are eager 
to explore new trends and 
various beauty and well-
ness services.

In contrast to metro-
politan cities, recruiting a 
skilled workforce in these 
smaller cities is more 
accessible, as a motivated 
and trainable young work-
force is readily available. 
Beauty, wellness, and 
grooming have become 
integral to everyone’s life-
style, regardless of wheth-
er they reside in metropol-
itan cities or smaller towns 
across India.

People increasingly 
seek professionals to 
help them achieve their 
desired makeovers, so it’s 
time to adopt an inclusive 
approach to rebrand the 
traditional workforce as 
professionals in the beauty 
and wellness sector.

(The writer is co-founder 
and MD of Orane 

International, a training 
partner of the National 

Skill Development 
Corporation (NSDC) and a 
network Member of India 

International Skills Centres, 
an initiative of GoI; The 

views are personal)

Mobilising climate finance in India: Uncovering alternative routes
KAVIN KUMAR 
KANDASAMY

India’s changing 
dynamics with the 
geopolitical powers of 

the world coupled with 
its accelerating economy 
have put us in a unique 
spot– one that allows it to 
be the voice of the Global 
South. India’s position on 
climate change commit-
ments attracted global 
attention during the 
26th Conference of Par-
ties (COP26) in Glasgow, 
during which Prime Min-
ister Modi committed to 
India achieving net-zero 
emissions by 2070.

This ambitious pledge, 
unprecedented for a 
developing nation, was 
a point that speaks of a 
profound shift in India’s 
climate policy. The coun-
try’s newfound author-
ity was further solidified 
after last year’s G20 Presi-
dency.

Among the many 
deliberations that India 
helmed with the other 
delegations, there was 
also a renewed global 

focus on the urgency 
of climate action. The 
Urgency of Mobilising 
Capital in the Global 
South, while the impacts 
of climate change are 
global and  far-reach-
ing, the impacts of this  
Research shows that 55 
vulnerable countries 
have suffered $525 billion 
combined climate crisis-
fueled losses in the last 
20 years. The number is 
estimated to reach $580 
billion per year by 2030. 
This is because large-
scale investments are 
required for mitigation 
or adapting to the conse-
quences.

The Loss & Damage 
Fund, proposed at COP27 
and operationalised at 
COP28, was a move India 
with the rest of Global 
South welcomed.

Though it is receiv-
ing initial contributions 
from developed nations, 
these fall short of what 
many developing coun-
tries deem necessary. 
Further, a recent study 
by CEEW found that the 
developed world, which 

is responsible for three-
fourths of existing carbon 
emissions in the world — 
will end up emitting 38 
per cent more carbon 
in 2030 than they have 
committed, if one were 
to look at the current 
trajectories. 83 per cent 
of this overshoot will be 
caused by the European 
Union, Russia and the 
United States. It is critical 
to ensure the rescue and 
rehabilitation of coun-
tries facing the cascad-
ing effects of this global 
issue disproportionately.  
India has held the Global 
North accountable - not 
just as the voice of the 
Global South but owing 
to its vulnerability.

Understanding India’s 
Stance around 619 mil-
lion persons in India 
bore the brunt of climate 
change-induced extreme 
heat between June 16 and 
June 24. This is more than 
any other country in the 
world.  These incidents 
are not just environmen-
tal, but also economic 
and health-related. Cities 
grind to a halt under the 

force of extreme weather, 
leaving economic scars 
and jeopardising the mar-
ginalised.

Creating a resilient and 
sustainable future for 
India necessitates a just 
transition, which in turn 
requires significant finan-
cial investment. India 
faces a substantial climate 
financing shortfall of USD 
3.5 trillion. To address 
this, we need investment 
support amounting to 
USD 1.4 trillion by 2070, 
translating to an average 
annual requirement of 
USD 28 billion over the 
next five decades. While 
international support 
is undoubtedly crucial, 
harnessing the potential 
of domestic mechanisms 
like carbon pricing and 
blended finance models 
is crucial for long-term 
sustainability.

Novel mechanisms 
of blended finance can 
not only help bridge the 
financing gap to fulfil 
India’s needs but can 
also unlock significantly 
higher investment from 
the private sector. This 

will also help in reduc-
ing overdependence on 
external climate capital 
as the primary instru-
ment for climate capi-
tal. Strategic Alignment 
of CSR Funds Corporate 
India makes substantial 
expenditures as part of 
their Corporate Social 
Responsibility.

We have an opportu-
nity here to strategically 
align these CSR funds in 
a manner that accelerates 
our efforts of achieving 
SDGs. According to provi-
sional data from the Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs 
(MCA), spending on 
health reached Rs 9,987 
crore in FY22, compared 
to Rs 8,382 crore on 
education. In contrast, 
spending on the envi-
ronment was Rs 2,837 
crore in FY22, which is 
double the Rs 1,337 crore 
spent in FY21.There is a 
major scope for increas-
ing the quantum of CSR 
funds being streamlined 
towards carbon projects. 
This notion reverberates 
further in the Reserve 
Bank of India’s report on 

currency and finance, 
wherein equitable CSR 
funding is listed as the 
crucial policy alternative 
to mitigate climate risk. 
While energy and miti-
gation have received the 
most amount of climate 
financing for India, more 
investments should be 
directed towards nature-
based solutions and envi-
ronment ecosystems that 
crosscut both mitigation 
and adaptation in India. 
This will help create 
permanence in carbon 
removals that will help 
mitigate the effects of cli-
mate change.The flexible 
nature of CSR provides 
businesses in the coun-
try a significant chance to 
foster positive transfor-
mation and marry socio-
economic advancement 
by finding environmen-
tal solutions. Yet, these 
dual benefits are attain-
able only with a commit-
ted long-term vision and 
detailed planning.

(The writer is CEO, 
ProClime; views are 

personal)
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Japanese study shows gut hormones 
key to fight fatty liver disease
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 A Japanese study has 
revealed the crucial role 
of intestinal absorption 
in the gut in preventing 
dietary-induced fatty liver 
disease.

The accumulation of 
fats in the liver is driven 
by high-fat diets and obe-
sity and is becoming an 
increasingly prevalent 
global health concern. 
Characterised by excessive 
fat accumulation in the 
liver, this condition poses 
significant risks for various 
metabolic disorders.

While much of the exist-
ing research has focused 
on fat metabolism within 
the liver itself, emerging 

findings emphasise the 
critical role of the gut in 
this complex process.

Researchers from the 
Fujita Health University 
in Japan in a mice study 
explored how key hor-
mones like proglucagon-
derived peptides (PGDPs), 
including glucagon, GLP-1, 
and GLP-2, impact fat 

absorption and liver fat 
buildup. PGDPs are gener-
ally known to be the key 
hormones that regulate 
lipid metabolism in the 
liver. The study, published 
in the journal Nutrients, 
investigated the response 
of mice to a high-fat diet 
(HFD) for seven days to 
shed light on a potential 

new strategy for prevent-
ing fatty liver.

“When we subjected 
both GCGKO mice (lab-
generated mice with a 
gene that has been inac-
tivated) and control mice 
to an HFD for one week, 
the GCGKO mice exhib-
ited a significantly lower 
increase in hepatic free 
fatty acid (FFA) and triglyc-
eride levels, along with 
reduced adipose tissue 
weight,” said Associate 
Professor Yusuke Seino 
from the varsity.

These effects were 
attributed to a decrease in 
lipid absorption, despite 
a reduced fat-burning 
capacity in the liver.

The findings showed 
that the absence of PGDPs 

prevents diet-induced 
fatty liver by lowering 
intestinal fat absorption.

Notably, the study also 
underscored the intricate 
relationship between diet, 
hormonal responses, and 
intestinal microbiota.

The mice fed on a high-
fat diet showed notable 
shifts in gut bacteria, with 
an increase in Parabacte-
roides and a decrease in 
Lactobacillus -- both linked 
to obesity resistance.

Seino noted that the 
study showed how “oral 
dual antagonists of GLP-2 
and glucagon could 
emerge as potential thera-
pies for obesity and fatty 
liver, especially given their 
roles in insulin sensitivity 
and lipid metabolism”.

India a lighthouse country in global digital health arena: JP Nadda
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 India is a lighthouse 
country in the digital 
health arena, said Union 
Health Minister JP Nadda 
on Monday, while laud-
ing the country’s various 
health initiatives that aims 
to provide health cover for 
all.

Speaking at the 77th 
session of WHO South-
east Asia Region (SEARO), 
Nadda said the country’s 
approach to achieving 
Universal Health Cover-
age (UHC) emphasises 
strengthening primary 
health care and essential 
services.

In his inaugural 
address, he highlighted 
several health initiatives 
in the country such as the 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri - Jan Arogya Yojana 
(AB PM-JAY), National 
Programme for Preven-
tion and Control of Non-

communicable Diseases 
(NCDs), and e-Sanjeevani, 
among others.

“India as a lighthouse 
country in the digital 
health arena, is poised 
to share its Digital Public 
Infrastructure (DPIs) such 
as Ayushman Bharat Digi-
tal Mission, e-Sanjeevani, 
Integrated Health Infor-
mation Platform (IHIP), 
SAKSHAM, etc. by provid-
ing technical and finan-
cial support through the 

Global Initiative on Digital 
Health -- a WHO-managed 
network, launched during 
India’s G20 Presidency,” 
Nadda said.

On AB PM-JAY, the 
Union Minister said that it 
is “the world’s largest pub-
licly funded health assur-
ance scheme”, which is in 
line with the commitment 
to provide health coverage 
for all.

“The initiative covers 
over 120 million fami-

lies, providing an annual 
hospitalisation benefit of 
$6,000 per family,” Nadda 
said.

He stated that the gov-
ernment recently expand-
ed the scheme to provide 
free health coverage to 
all citizens aged 70 years 
and above, irrespective of 
income group. 

The initiative reflects 
the government's commit-
ment to ensuring universal 
and inclusive healthcare 
for India’s growing elderly 
demographic -- projected 
to double by 2050.

“The expansion will 
benefit around 45 million 
families, including 60 mil-
lion elderly population, 
by providing them free 
health insurance cover-
age,” Nadda said.

Further, the health 
minister informed that to 
address the rising cases 
of hypertension, diabe-
tes, and cardiovascular 
diseases the country has 

since 2010 “implemented 
the National Programme 
for Prevention and Control 
by non-communicable dis-
eases (NCDs)”.

This initiative has led to 
the establishment of 753 
NCD clinics, 356 daycare 
centres, and 6,238 Com-
munity Health Centers to 
focus on preventive mea-
sures at an early stage.

He also stated that 
“India has conceptual-
ised the online digital 
platform UWIN, for the 
Universal Immunization 
Programme”. 

This comes after the 
remarkable success of the 
CoWIN digital platform 
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The UWIN portal will 
register, track, and moni-
tor all vaccination events 
and also aid in linking and 
providing immunisation 
records of 30 million new-
borns and mothers every 
year.

Here’s how silent stroke can 
dent your brain health
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 While silent strokes may 
not be fatal as a normal 
brain stroke, it can still 
affect brain health and 
lead to cognitive issues 
such as memory and 
attention problems, said 
experts on Monday.

Silent stroke, also 
known as silent cerebral 
infarction, can go unde-
tected for years. It does 
not have symptoms such 
as sudden weakness, 
speech difficulties, or 
facial drooping.

It occurs when cere-
bral blood flow is tran-
siently disrupted, lead-
ing to ischemic damage 
without overt clinical 
symptoms.

However, “the condi-
tion can result in subtle 
neurocognitive deficits, 
such as memory issues 
and difficulties with 
attention, and increased 
risk of subsequent overt 
strokes, which are more 
severe and easily recogni-
sable,” Dr Deepak Yadav, 
Consultant, Neurology, 
Amrita Hospital, Farid-
abad, told IANS.

“Depending on the 
location of the clot, silent 
stroke can cause symp-
toms such as weakness 
in an arm or leg (which 
could cause a fall) or trou-
ble speaking or seeing,” 
added Dr Aashka Ponda, 
Consultant Neuro-physi-
cian, Bhailal Amin Gen-
eral Hospital.

The experts noted that 

key risk factors include 
hypertension, diabetes 
mellitus, obesity, and a 
sedentary lifestyle, all 
of which contribute to 
vascular dysregulation 
and atherosclerosis, 
conditions that affect 
the health of blood ves-
sels and can lead to more 
serious cardiovascular 
events.

“In India, the rising 
prevalence of these risk 
factors, coupled with 
increased psychological 
stress and dietary chang-
es, has led to an uptick 
in silent strokes,” Yadav 
said. The experts recom-
mended early neuroim-
aging assessments for 
identifying silent strokes 
before they cause signifi-
cant harm. 

Claims of ill health 'unfounded, 
in good spirits': Ratan Tata
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

Denying "unfounded 
rumours" of ill health, 
industrialist Ratan Tata 
on Monday said he was in 
"good spirits".

His comments came 
as several media reports 
claimed that the 86-year-
old was rushed to a hospi-
tal and was admitted to an 
intensive care unit (ICU) 
after his blood pressure 
dropped.

Denying the reports, the 
former Tata Sons Group 
Chairman said the visit was 
part of a routine check-up 
due to his age.

He said: "Thank you for 
thinking of me."

"I am aware of recent 
rumours circulating 
regarding my health and 
want to assure every-
one that these claims are 

unfounded," Tata wrote 
in a post on social media 
platform X.

"I am currently under-
going medical check-ups 
due to my age and related 
medical conditions."

Further, the octogenar-
ian also urged the media 
not to spread misinforma-
tion.

"There is no cause for 
concern. I remain in good 
spirits and request that the 
public and media respect 
refrain from spreading mis-
information," he said.

His health scare sent 
waves of concern across 
India, with public figures, 
industry leaders, and 

citizens expressing their 
hopes and prayers for his 
speedy recovery. Social 
media has been abuzz 
with messages of support, 
with many emphasising 
his pivotal role in shaping 
modern India’s business 
landscape and his contin-
ued dedication to charita-
ble causes even in his later 
years.Ratan Tata remained 
the Chairperson of the Tata 
Group conglomerate twice 
-- from 1991 to 2012 and 
from 2016 to 2017. He has 
become a popular figure 
on social media and shares 
heartfelt posts about 
animal rights (particularly 
dogs). He had more than 
13 million followers on X 
and nearly 10 million on 
Instagram. He is the 'most 
followed entrepreneur' in 
India, according to the 360 
ONE Wealth Hurun India 
Rich List 2023.

Vitamin C deficiency in elderly can cause 
abnormal bleeding, and fatigue: Study
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 Older adults suffering 
from abnormal bleed-
ing, fatigue, and weak-
ness, must be assessed 
for scurvy -- a disease 
caused by vitamin C defi-
ciency, suggests a study on 
Monday.

Detailing a case study of 
a 65-year-old woman with 
mobility issues and social 
isolation, the study pub-
lished in CMAJ (Canadian 
Medical Association Jour-
nal) showed that scurvy, or 
vitamin C deficiency, is not 
just an 18th-century seafar-
ers’ disease.

Researchers from the 

University of Toronto in 
Canada implored clini-
cians to consider scurvy 
in patients with abnormal 
bleeding and nonspecific 
symptoms.

The elderly patient 
visited the emergency 
department at a down-
town Toronto hospital for 

leg pain and weakness, 
skin lesions, and discolor-
ation. She also had several 
chronic health conditions.

Mobility issues restrict-
ed her ability to go gro-
cery shopping, cook, and 
perform other daily activi-
ties. She lived largely on 
canned soup and fish, with 

no fresh produce.
“This case presents a 

complex example of food 
insecurity manifesting as 
an uncommon diagnosis,” 
said Dr. Sarah Engelhart, a 
general internist at Mount 
Sinai Hospital and the Uni-
versity of Toronto.

The researchers noted 
that vitamin C deficiency 
is more common than 
expected in the 21st cen-
tury. However, its diagno-
sis is often challenging as 
symptoms are often non-
specific, such as fatigue, 
weakness, and shortness 
of breath.

The patient also 
smoked, which further 
contributes to vitamin C 

deficiency. Her symptoms 
improved once she started 
on vitamin C treatment, 
and a blood test for vita-
min C deficiency eventu-
ally confirmed the diagno-
sis, said the doctors.

“Clinicians should be 
alert to vitamin C defi-
ciency when assessing 
patients, including chil-
dren and isolated older 
adults,” the doctors said.

The team noted that 
people who follow restric-
tive eating patterns (for 
example, those with 
autism spectrum disor-
der or those on a tea and 
toast diet), who smoke 
cigarettes, who have a 
substance use disorder, or 

AP: RRIH achieves new milestone in Homeopathic healthcare & research
AGENCIES
GUDIVADA (ANDHRA 
PRADESH), OCT 7

 The Regional Research 
Institute (RRIH), Gudivada, 
under the Central Council 
for Research in Homoeop-
athy (CCRH) and the Minis-
try of AYUSH, continues to 
achieve new milestones in 
homeopathic healthcare 
and research.

In the past 100 days, 
RRIH has played a crucial 
role in advancing homeo-
pathic medicines, enhanc-
ing patient care, and sig-
nificantly contributing to 
public health programs in 
Gudivada and surrounding 
areas, the Institute Offi-
cer in charge Dr. Kishan 
Banoth, said in a release 
here on Monday.

On this occasion, we 
extend our gratitude to 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for his vision in 

promoting and propagat-
ing AYUSH systems both 
within India and across the 
globe.

He expressed sin-
cere thanks to Prataprao 
Jadhav, Union Minister 
of State (Independent 
Charge), Ministry of 
AYUSH, for his support 
for the growth of AYUSH 
systems.

Being a patient centric 
institution, the institute 
initiated several clinical 
projects, which include 
Simple Myopia, Multi Mor-
bidity in older adults and 
the projects to be initiated 
are Add on Homoeopathy 
in the treatment of type 
2 Diabetes Mellitus and 
Osteoarthritis, he said.

Apart from these proj-
ects, RRIH also has a sig-
nificant role in research in 
Drug proving (new homeo-
pathic drugs) and clinical 
verification of 10 drugs, 

he said. There are 6 pro-
posed projects on Chronic 
Kidney Disease, Cholelithi-
asis, Stress Incontinence 
of Urine, Psoriasis, Vari-
cose veins, and PCOD.

In addition, the Institute 
provides General OPD on 
all working days, offering 
consultations, medicines, 
and lab investigations at 
affordable Government 
rates given patient’s wel-
fare.

Special provisions 
ensure free services for 
Below Poverty Line (BPL) 
patients, while senior citi-
zens avail of a 50 percent 
discount on charges.

Patient registrations 
and consultations are 
done and updated in the 
online AHMIS Portal. He 
said the RRIH also has its 
speciality OPDs such as 
Dermatology, Ophthal-
mology, Rheumatology, 
Mother & Child, and ENT 

Clinics.
RRIH participates in 

E-Sanjeevani online OPD 
on Wednesday and Satur-
day, where patients can 
take tele-consultations, 
he said.

RRIH is in under pro-
cess of acquiring NABH 
and NABL accreditation 
for Quality upgradation, 
he said.

RRIH’s community out-
reach programs have seen 
tremendous success, par-
ticularly in public health 
awareness initiatives, like 
Poshan Maah program, 
Awareness on Anemia 
and providing nutritional 
education, Menstrual 
Health Program in school 
going children, Swachhta 
Hi sewa, which showed a 
great impact on the public.

In addition to RRIH’s 
accomplishments, the 
Central Council for 
Research in Homoeopathy 

(CCRH) has made ground-
breaking advancements in 
homeopathic research.

Over the past 100 days, 
CCRH has initiated 45 new 
research studies across 
clinical, fundamental, 
and drug standardization 
areas, further establish-
ing India’s leadership in 
homeopathic research 
said Dr Kushan.

Key collaborations 
with international institu-
tions, such as the Royal 
London Hospital of Inte-
grated Medicine, UK, are 
important achievements, 
he said. CCRH’s techno-
logical advancements 
include the implementa-
tion of the Ayush Hospital 
Management Information 
System (A-HMIS) across 20 
institutes, registering over 
150,000 patients within 
the last 100 days.

The Ministry of AYUSH 
continues to revolutionize 

traditional medicine sys-
tems across India.

Among its major 
achievements are the sign-
ing of landmark interna-
tional MoUs with Vietnam 
on medicinal plants and 
with Malaysia on Ayurve-
da, aiming to enhance 
the global recognition of 
Indian traditional medi-
cine systems, he said.

The Ministry has inte-
grated AYUSH into the 
national healthcare frame-
work by including 170 
AYUSH packages under 
the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB-PMJAY).

As part of its well-
ness and preventive care 
initiatives, the Ministry 
launched national cam-
paigns such as “Har Ghar 
AyurYog”, encouraging 
Yoga in communities 
as part of the Fit India               
movement.

Telangana: Doctors at KIMS Hospital 
treat rarest Kidney disease
AGENCIES
KURNOOL (TELANGANA ) OCT 7 

Doctors at KIMS hospital 
in the city have diagnosed 
a 4-year-old boy suffering 
from rare and extraordi-
nary kidney disease.

The boy was diag-
nosed with Lipoprotein 
Glomerulopathy (LPG), 
one of the rarest kidney 
disorders, the hospital 
said in a release here on 
a Monday.

A medical team at KIMS 
Hospital, Kurnool, led by 
Consultant Nephrolo-
gist Dr. K. Anantha Rao, 
successfully treated the 
boy, making this the first 
reported case in South 
India and the youngest 

patient in the world to be 
diagnosed with LPG.

Providing details about 
the case, Dr. Anantha Rao 
said: “The 4-year-old boy, 
a resident of Kurnool, 
was brought to the hos-
pital with swelling in his 
legs and face, which had 
persisted for two months. 
Upon conducting a few 
tests, we detected sig-
nificant protein leakage 
in his urine, initially sug-
gesting nephrotic syn-
drome".

The patient was start-
ed on steroid treatment 
but showed no improve-
ment. The case was then 
referred to me, and upon 
further investigation, 
we diagnosed the boy 

with steroid-resistant 
nephrotic syndrome. We 
also found abnormally 
high cholesterol levels, 
with serum cholesterol 
at 250 mg/dL and triglyc-
erides at 950 mg/dL—an 
extremely rare presenta-
tion, said the Nephrolo-
gist Consultant.

We conducted a 
kidney biopsy and elec-
tron microscopy, which 
revealed the presence 
of Lipoprotein Glomeru-
lopathy, the rarest kidney 
disorder in the world, he 
said. This is the first such 
case ever documented in 
South India and the first 
instance globally of LPG 
occurring in such a young 
patient. 

Heart Attack vs Cardiac 
Arrest: Know the Difference
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

In most cases, people learn 
that a person is suffering 
from heart pain and con-
clude it is a heart attack 
or cardiac arrest without 
knowing the differences. 
Medically, both are distinct-
ly different. Though both 
are related to heart prob-
lems, they are caused by 
various reasons. Here are a 
few points that differentiate 
both heart problems.

A heart attack occurs 
when your vital blood 
supply is interrupted. 
Think of your heart as an 
engine and the blood ves-
sels as the fuel pipes. If 
a pipe gets blocked, the 
engine suffers. That chest 
pain is a warning sign, but 
thank heavens, your heart 
keeps beating.

Cardiac arrest is differ-
ent. This represents a situ-
ation wherein your heart 
stops working altogether. 
Heart failure can indeed 
lead to cardiac arrest; 
however, there are other 
reasons why cardiac arrest 
would occur. Lifestyle 
factors include bad diets 
and inactivity, which can 
stealthily damage the pipes 
in your heart.

Pay attention to the 
signals that your body is 
sending. If physical activ-
ity leaves you breathless 
or aching, talk to your 
doctor. They will be able 
to interpret these symp-
toms for you and refer you 
for a stress test or special-
ist care. Ignore that ache 
within you; it may be a 
heart attack. Act fast, dial 
for emergency help, and 
you may save a life.
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Conspiracy against Nitish govt 
during floor test, says Bihar Police
AGENCIES
PATNA, OCT 7 

The Economic Offences 
Unit (EOU) of Bihar Police 
has claimed to have uncov-
ered a conspiracy during 
the floor test of the NDA 
government led by Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar on 
February 12, 2024, officials 
said.

According to the EOU 
officials, there was an 
attempt to allegedly buy 
JD(U) MLAs to vote against 
the Nitish Kumar-led gov-
ernment during the trust 
vote.

The EOU's investigation 
revealed that some MLAs 
received advance pay-
ments as part of a scheme 
to sway their votes.

These payments were 
allegedly made to ensure 
that they would support 
the Opposition-led Grand 
Alliance, which could have 
led to the collapse of the 
NDA government.

The conspiracy report-
edly involved individuals 

from Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, and Nepal, and 
it is believed that had the 
government lost the trust 
vote, the full payment 
would have been made to 
the MLAs through hawala 
transactions across differ-
ent states.

Manavjeet Singh Dhil-
lon, Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (DIG), 
EOU, said that the police 
had uncovered evidence 
of a money trail connected 
to the alleged horse-trad-
ing attempt.

"The EOU has submitted 
its findings to the Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED) for 
further investigation into 
potential money launder-
ing activities. 

The case was initially 
registered at Kotwali 
police station on Febru-
ary 11, just a day before                                                         
the floor test," Dhillon 
added.

The investigation is 
ongoing, and the EOU's 
revelations highlight a 
serious attempt to manip-
ulate the political process 
in Bihar.

If the accusations are 
proven, it would further 
deepen political tensions 

in the state, raising ques-
tions about the influence 
of external forces in the 
state's governance.

On February 12, 2024, 
a floor test was held for 
the NDA government led 
by Nitish Kumar in Bihar, 
following a significant con-
troversy involving allega-
tions of horse trading and 
an attempt to destabilise 
the government.

The issue gained 
momentum a day earlier, 
on February 11, when Sud-
hanshu Shekhar, a Janata 
Dal (United) MLA from 
Harlakhi in Madhubani, 
complained to the Kotwa-
li police station in Patna, 
alleging the kidnapping 
of two fellow MLAs and 
the offer of a Rs 10 crore 
inducement as part of a 
plot to buy votes.

Shekhar's complaint 
specifically accused MLAs 
Bima Bharti and Dilip Rai 
of being kidnapped.

He also claimed that 
an attempt was made to 
buy the loyalty of several 

MLAs, including himself, 
with offers of money                          
and even ministerial                 
positions.

He named several other 
MLAs, including his party 
member, Sanjeev Kumar, 
who was accused of being 
involved in this horse-trad-
ing conspiracy.

On the day of the floor 
test, three JD-U MLAs -- 
including Bima Bharti -- 
arrived at the Legislative 
Assembly late and were 
unable to participate in 
the Speaker's election.

This raised serious con-
cerns within the Nitish 
Kumar-led government, 
which took the matter 
seriously.

The case was handed 
over to the EOU for a thor-
ough investigation.

Interestingly, during the 
floor test, three RJD MLAs 
-- Prahlad Yadav, Neelam 
Devi, and Chetan Anand 
-- were seen aligning 
with the ruling NDA and                                      
Nitish Kumar saved his 
government.

23 years in office: Manoj Tiwari counts 
transformative changes under PM Modi
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

As Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi marked 23 
years in public office on 
Monday, BJP MP Manoj 
Tiwari hailed the PM for 
his transformative reforms 
and programmes, both in 
Gujarat and across India.

Talking to IANS, Manoj 
Tiwari said, "In the last 
23 years, Narendra Modi 
became the Chief Minister 
as well as Prime Minister. 
He has worked for the 
welfare of the poor as well 
as for the country. Many 
people came and made 
some plans for the welfare 
of the poor, but the trea-
sury became empty."

"Now under the lead-
ership of PM Modi, tre-
mendous work of launch-
ing several development 
schemes has been done. 

Not only this, he has 
worked for the nation in 
almost every field, wheth-
er it is for our space pro-
gramme, better roads, 
sports, players, national 
security as well as for 
maintaining India's global 
identity," he added.

Tiwari further stated 
that PM Modi will take 
India to another level of 
development very soon.

"PM Modi has dreamt of 

making India a developed 
nation by 2047. Look how 
fast he is fulfilling this 
dream. I consider myself 
very fortunate as I have 
been working under PM 
Modi for the last ten years. 
I would like to congratu-
late PM Modi who has 
been continuously work-
ing without taking any 
leave. He celebrates Diwali 
and Holi, too, with the 
Army. It was on October 7, 

2001, when he took oath 
as CM and now in 2024, 
he became Prime Minis-
ter for the third time," he 
concluded.

The seeds of some 
key welfare programmes 
launched by the NDA gov-
ernment in the last decade 
were sown during the 
tenure of PM Modi.

Before taking over as 
the Prime Minister in 
2014, Narendra Modi 
served as the Chief Minis-
ter of Gujarat from 2001 to 
2014, being one of the lon-
gest-serving CMs in India.

In his long innings in 
public office, PM Modi has 
many firsts to his credit 
like the Ayushman Bharat 
which is a national health 
insurance programme 
and the Swachh Bharat 
Mission which was aimed 
at making India Open Def-
ecation Free.

HM Shah to chair key BJP strategy 
meet on Jharkhand polls today
AGENCIES
RANCHI, OCT 7 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah is set to con-
vene a meeting in New 
Delhi on Monday evening 
to finalise the party’s strat-
egy and candidates for 
the upcoming Jharkhand 
Assembly elections.

The meeting is likely to 
focus on reviewing a panel 
of potential candidates, 
seat-sharing arrangements 
with allies such as the 
All Jharkhand Students' 
Union Party and Janata 
Dal (United).

The Jharkhand BJP 
Election Committee has 
shortlisted three potential 
candidates for each seat, 
based on a constituency-
wise opinion poll. The list 
includes both long-time 
BJP members and new 
entrants to the party.

HM Amit Shah will hold 
discussions on these can-
didates with senior party 
leaders like Jharkhand 
BJP President Babulal 
Marandi, Union Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, 
Assam Chief Minister and 

Jharkhand election co-
incharge Himanta Biswa 
Sarma. Organisational 
leaders Nagendra Nath 
Tripathi and Karmveer 
Singh will also attend the 
meeting. The Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
is expected to announce 
the dates for the Assembly 
elections within the next 
few days, likely schedul-
ing them for November or 
December. The commis-
sion's team had recently 
visited Jharkhand and 
reviewed the poll prepa-
rations, taking feedback 
and suggestions from all 
stakeholders.

Earlier on Saturday, the 
BJP announced its "Panch 
Pran" (five vows) for the 
elections, focussing on 
women's welfare, job cre-

ation, and economic sup-
port for the youth.

The party promises 
to provide Rs 2,100 per 
month to women in the 
state, every household 
with LPG cylinders at Rs 
500 each, along with two 
free cylinders per year, 
to create five lakh gov-
ernment jobs within five 
years, Rs 2,000 per month 
for two years to graduate 
and postgraduate students 
preparing for competitive 
exams and permanent 
housing for all families in 
Jharkhand.

While launching the 
‘Panch Pran’, state BJP 
chief Babulal Marandi 
said that the people of 
Jharkhand believe in the 
promises made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

Haryana polls: Three-tier security 
ring thrown around counting centres
AGENCIES
CHANDIGARH, OCT 7

 A three-tier security ring 
has been thrown around 
counting centres in Hary-
ana where counting of 
votes of the Assembly elec-
tion will begin at 8 am on 
Tuesday, officials said.

Director General of 
Police Shatrujeet Kapur 
said, "Every aspect of the 
counting process has been 
carefully studied to ensure 
a smooth operation. 
Senior officials from Hary-
ana Police will monitor the 
situation, and strict action 
will be taken against any 
attempts to disrupt law 
and order."

Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPF) personnel 
will form the first level 
of security, the Haryana 
Armed Police (HAP/IRB) 
officers will be deployed 

in the second ring and dis-
trict police personnel will 
form the third security 
ring, officials said.

A total of 12,000 police 
personnel have been 
deployed to ensure secu-
rity across these centres, 
said Kapur.

In addition to 30 CAPF 
and 30 IRB/HAP units, dis-

trict police officers have 
been assigned across

the state where voting 
to pick a new 90-member 
Assembly took place on 
October 5.

Police checkpoints 
have been established 
within a 100-metre perim-
eter of counting centers. 
CCTV cameras have 

been installed in all 90 
strong rooms, enabling                             
close monitoring of all 
activities.

Police commissioners 
and superintendents have 
been instructed to ensure 
strict compliance with the 
guidelines issued by the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI).

The DGP informed 
that each counting center 
will have three separate 
entrances - one each for 
Counting Staff, Agents, 
and staff carrying Elec-
tronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs).

Parking arrangements 
for representatives of 
political parties and count-
ing staff have been made, 
along with other basic 
facilities. Fire safety ser-
vices and ambulances will 
also be stationed at the 
centers.

ASSAM GOVT HAS GIVEN 1.25 LAKH JOBS IN 
LAST THREE YEARS: HIMANTA BISWA SARMA
AGENCIES
GUWAHATI, OCT 7

 Assam Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Monday announced that 
the state government has 
given more than 1.25 lakh 
jobs in the last three years 
and before the next assem-
bly election, it will cross 
1.7 lakh figure.

He said, “In 2021, we 
made a poll promise of 
giving 1 lakh jobs to youths 
of Assam. Today, we have 
given 400 jobs in different 
government departments 
that included education 
and health. With today’s 
addition, the total govern-
ment jobs have touched 
the 1.25 lakh mark. We 
have planned to provide 

more jobs in the coming 
days. The state govern-
ment has made a plan to 
provide at least 1.7 lakh 
jobs till 2026.”

Sarma asserted that no 
other previous state gov-

ernment was able to give 
such high number of jobs 
in the history of Assam.

“I am sure that no previ-
ous state government has 
a track record of giving 
these many jobs in a single 

tenure. 
Moreover,  ever y 

appointment was trans-
parent and no youths in 
the state now fear for any 
malpractice in the govern-
ment recruitment process. 
There has not been even 
a single case in the court 
challenging the recruit-
ment drive,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Chief 
Minister also said that the 
transfer posting between 
employees will be now 
controlled through an 
application and depart-
ments will stop using 
physical files for this pur-
pose.

He mentioned, “All 
transfer posting applica-
tions will be governed 
through an online portal 

and the government 
employees will be able to 
use an application for this 
purpose. They will apply 
for mutual transfer posting 
through the app and the 
whole process will be com-
pleted in the online portal. 
We shall provide a lot of 
flexibility in the transfer 
policy.”

Sarma argued that this 
would end the culture of 
biasness by a section of 
influential persons includ-
ing the political leaders 
in the transfer posting of 
state government employ-
ees.

“Nobody will chase 
any MLA or minister for 
getting a transfer posting 
in Assam in the coming 
days,” he added.

Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao: Etawah 
student appointed DM for a day
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 In Etawah district of Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) on Monday 
a student, Shrishti Pari-
har was appointed Dis-
trict Magistrate (DM) as 
part of the 'Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao' awareness 
campaign.

On the instructions of 
Chief Minister Yogi Adity-
anath, under the 'Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao' 
awareness campaign, 
Shrishti was allowed to 
serve as the DM for a                 
day.

She took charge at the 
DM's office, where she 
listened to public griev-
ances and issued direc-
tives for their resolution. 

This initiative is part of 
the ongoing efforts by the 
district administration to 
boost the morale of girls, 
encouraging them to 
focus on education.

Shrishti expressed her 
excitement, saying, "I am 
extremely happy to have 
been given this opportu-
nity. I aspire to achieve 
this position in the 
future." She also urged 
students to not engage 
in unnecessary activities 
and focus on their stud-
ies.

During her day in 
office, Shrishti resolved 
a land dispute involv-
ing two women, helping 
settle the issue efficiently.

DM Avanish Kumar 
Rai praised the initiative, 

stating, "Under the 'Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao' 
campaign, we are pro-
viding youth with the 
chance to experience real 
work at such important 
positions. 

It's great to see the 
fresh perspective that 
the younger generation 
brings. This experience 
will teach them a lot, and 
when a new person looks 
at things from a different 
viewpoint, it can lead to 
new solutions for existing 
problems. I encourage 
the youth to participate 
enthusiastically."

The 'Beti Bachao, Beti 
Padhao' scheme was 
launched on January                
22, 2015 at Panipat in 
Haryana.

Minor’s rape-murder: Sukanta seeks Union ministry’s aid in ensuring impartial probe
AGENCIES
KOLKATA, OCT 7

 The BJP’s West Bengal 
President and Union Min-
ister of State, Sukanta 
Majumdar, has sought the 
Union Minister for Women 
and Child Development, 
Annpurna Devi's help 
in ensuring a thorough 
probe in the alleged rape 
and murder of a nine-year-
old student at Jaynagar in 
South 24 Parganas district 
on Friday evening.

In a letter to Annpurna 
Devi on Monday, a copy 
of which is available with 
IANS, Majumdar has 
requested her to send a 
delegation to Jaynagar.

“During my recent visit 
to Jaynagar on 6th Octo-
ber 2024, I interacted 
with local authorities, 
who reported a growing 
sense of insecurity in the 
area. They highlighted that 
women and children feel 
particularly vulnerable, 
especially in the evenings, 

due to the presence of anti-
social elements, who have 
been harassing and intimi-
dating them with offensive 
comments,” Majumdar 
claimed in his letter.

According to him, given 
the gravity of the situation 
and the mounting public 
outrage, it is crucial that a 
thorough, impartial investi-
gation be conducted with-
out delay to ensure that 
justice is served.

“Therefore, I kindly 
request that your esteemed 

office deploy a specialised 
team from the Ministry of 
Women and Child Devel-
opment to investigate this 
matter. The team's exper-
tise will be invaluable in 
not only examining the 
facts of the case but also in 
providing necessary sup-
port to the victim’s family, 
as well as recommending 
preventive measures to 
avoid such incidents in the 
future,” the letter read.

He also said that the inci-
dent at Jaynagar involving 

a heinous act of rape of a 
minor and her murder, has 
not only shocked the local 
community but also raised 
serious concerns about 
the safety and security of 
women and girls in the 
area. On Sunday, the Cal-
cutta High Court, at a spe-
cially-convened hearing, 
directed that the autopsy 
of the body of the victim 
be conducted at a Central-
run hospital in the state in 
the presence of a Judicial 
Magistrate.

HAM leader hails Narendra Modi's 23 years 
in public office, calls him 'Yugpurush'
AGENCIES
PATNA, OCT 7 

As Narendra Modi marks 
23 years in public office 
on Monday, Hindustani 
Awam Morcha (Secular) 
National President San-
tosh Kumar Suman hailed 
PM Modi for his trans-
formative reforms and 
programmes, both in the 
Gujarat and across India.

PM Modi is a 'Yugpu-
rush' and he has achieved 
this position with the 
strength of his penance. 
He comes from a very 
simple family, and achiev-
ing such a big mark is an 
example in itself. He is 
also a source of inspiration 
for us and will be remem-
bered for his works."

"My best wishes to him 
as today he has complet-

ed 23 years in the public 
office. I think there will 
be no Prime Minister like 
him in the history of India. 
Modi has significantly 
advanced India's standing 
on the global stage, par-
ticularly during his tenure 
as PM Modi. Today, India 
commands respect and 
recognition worldwide, 
engaging with major 
nations on equal footing.
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Oct 7 Hamas attack: Israel vows 
continued fight against 'satanic killers'
AGENCIES
TEL AVIV, OCT 7 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant commemo-
rated the one-year anni-
versary of the October 7 
Hamas attack, labelling 
the group as "satanic kill-
ers."

The attack, which 
occurred during the 
Jewish holiday of Simchat 
Torah, was the deadliest 
day for the Jewish people 
since the Holocaust. It 
led to the deaths of 1,200 
Israelis and the kidnap-
ping of over 100 hostages 
by Hamas, a Palestinian 
militant group.

In a post on X, Gallant 
described the past year as 
one of "hard and continu-
ous war," as Israel contin-
ues its efforts to bring hos-
tages home and defend the 
nation. "A flourishing and 

prosperous region was 
harmed by satanic kill-
ers with only one thing in 
their eyes - the destruction 
and destruction of Israel," 
he said. Gallant said that 
in the past year, he con-
tinued to meet the fighters 
who were determined to 
defend the nation.

"When I look into their 
eyes, I see determination 
and hope, the same hope 
that has accompanied the 
Jewish people since time 
immemorial," he said.

"Today, more than ever, 
we carry a deep commit-
ment to continue doing 
everything necessary to 
defend the homeland and 
to be worthy of the legacy 
of our loved ones, our 
fallen comrades - citizens 
and soldiers," he said.

Israel has consistently 
pushed for the release of 
these hostages, emphasis-
ing that the world must 
remember the atrocities 
committed during the 
October 7 massacre.

Gallant assured that 
it is his duty "to do 
everything to return the 
abducted home, support 
the wounded in body and 
soul, and remember the 
fallen and the story of 
their lives and deaths, the 
story of our just war."

He emphasised the 
resolve of Israeli forces, 
stating, "We will continue 
as long as it takes until we 
achieve our goals," reflect-
ing the ongoing battle 
against Hamas. He also 
expressed hope for the 
recovery and rebuilding 
of affected areas in Israel.

As Israel marked this 
sombre anniversary, 
Hamas attempted another 
rocket attack on Monday, 
but Israeli forces intercept-
ed the threat, preventing 
major damage.

However, four rockets 
were launched, with three 

intercepted and one land-
ing in an open area.

Ahead of the anniver-
sary, the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) set up an 
exhibition displaying items 
captured from Hamas mili-
tants, including vehicles, 
weapons, and intelligence 
findings used in the attack.

The exhibition, intend-
ed to expose the terrorists' 
methods to the world, will 
continue throughout the 
week, with diplomats, 
international research-
ers, and foreign reporters 
expected to visit.

According to the IDF, 
about 70,000 pieces of 
loot, including anti-tank 
missiles, RPGs, charges, 
and unmanned aerial 
vehicles, have been con-
fiscated since the fighting 
began as part of the effort 
led by reservists in the loot 
removal unit.

NASA-SpaceX delay Europa Clipper 
mission due to hurricane Milton in US
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

NASA’s Europa Clip-
per mission that aims to 
search for life on Jupiter's 
icy moon Europa has been 
stalled due to hurricane 
Milton, expected to pose 
"life-threatening hazards" 
for parts of Florida in 
the US, the space agency 
informed on Monday.

Europa Clipper was set 
to launch its first mission 
to conduct a detailed sci-
ence investigation of Jupi-
ter's icy moon Europa 
aboard SpaceX’s Falcon 
Heavy rocket from NASA 
Kennedy’s Launch Com-
plex 39A in Florida on 
October 10.

Even as hurricane 
Milton barrels towards 
the already-ravaged Gulf 
Coast, a state of emer-
gency has been declared 
in parts of Florida, delay-

ing the mission.
“NASA and SpaceX 

are standing down from 
the October 10 launch 
attempt of the agency’s 
Europa Clipper mission 
due to anticipated hur-
ricane conditions in the 
area,” NASA said in a 
post on social media plat-
form X. “Once the storm 

passes, recovery teams 
will assess the safety of 
the spaceport and the 
launch processing facili-
ties for damage before 
personnel return to 
work,” it added.

While NASA has not 
confirmed a new launch 
date, the launch window 
is open till November 6, 
the US space agency said.

“The safety of launch 
team personnel is our 
highest priority, and all 
precautions will be taken 
to protect the Europa 
Clipper spacecraft,” said 
Tim Dunn, senior launch 
director at NASA’s Launch 
Services Programme, in a 
blog post.

On October 4, the 
Europa Clipper spacecraft 
was transported from the 
Payload Hazardous Ser-
vicing Facility at NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center to 
the SpaceX Falcon Heavy 

rocket in the hangar as 
part of final launch prepa-
rations ahead of launch.

Europa Clipper is slated 
to travel 2.6 billion kilo-
meters to reach the Jupi-
ter system, where it will 
arrive in 2030.

Meanwhile, hurricane 
Milton is expected to 
move from the Gulf of 
Mexico this week moving 
east to the Space Coast. 
High winds and heavy 
rain are expected in the 
Cape Canaveral and Mer-
ritt Island regions on Flor-
ida’s east coast.

It had intensified into 
a Category 1 hurricane on 
Sunday. It comes just 10 
days after Storm Helene 
-- the deadliest main-
land storm since Katrina 
in 2005 -- which tore 
through the southeast, 
killing at least 225 people, 
with hundreds still                                                      
missing.

Iran, Netherlands discuss regional 
situation, development of ties
AGENCIES
TEHRAN, OCT 7 

Iran and the Netherlands 
exchanged views on 
recent developments in 
the Middle East and the 
development of Iran's ties 
with European countries.

In a phone call with 
Dutch Prime Minister 
Dick Schoof on Sunday, 
Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian pointed to the 
stances adopted by some 
Western countries on 
Israel's "crimes" in Gaza 
and Lebanon, noting that 
these countries, instead 
of condemning Israel's 
"crimes and terrorist 
actions," constantly called 
on Iran to exercise self-
restraint, as reported by 
Xinhua news agency.

Pezeshkian said that 
Iran, hoping to see the 
coming to fruition of the 
efforts to achieve a truce 

in Gaza, had refrained 
from giving an immediate 
response to Israel's "ter-
rorist crime and violation 
of its national sovereign-
ty."

On his country's recent 
missile attack against 
Israel, the president said 
the strike was precisely 
aimed at "reining in its 
brutality and prevent-
ing its bids to expand its 
crimes and attacks in the 

region."
By the missile opera-

tion, Pezeshkian said, Iran 
also aimed to contribute 
to the achievement of 
ceasefires and restora-
tion of peace and calm 
in the region, adding that 
the military action was 
conducted in accordance 
with the United Nations 
Charter, adhering to legal 
international frameworks, 
and was exclusively 

directed at military tar-
gets.

He stressed that the Ira-
nian government sought 
to resolve issues such as 
the nuclear one through 
dialogue and improve its 
relations with neighbours 
and other countries, 
including the European 
ones.

The Dutch prime minis-
ter, for his part, said, "We 
deeply believe that the 
Middle East region has no 
more capacity for further 
tension. 

Thus, we have called on 
all parties to refrain from 
expanding and deepening 
tension and conflict."

Schoof said his coun-
try welcomed the Iranian 
government's approach to 
promoting relations with 
European states, high-
lighting the necessity to 
take "palpable" steps to 
that end.

Sri Lankan President vows to expedite 
investigations into 2019 Easter attacks
AGENCIES
COLOMBO, OCT 7

Sri Lankan President 
Anura Kumara Dissanay-
ake announced that inves-
tigations into the 2019 
Easter Sunday attacks will 
be expedited.

The President made 
the remark during a dis-
cussion on Sunday at St. 
Sebastian's Church in 
Katuwapitiya, Negambo, 
with families of those 
killed and injured in the 
attacks.

He promised that steps 
would be taken to ensure 
that such a tragedy never 
occurs again in the coun-
try and that justice would 
be delivered to the vic-
tims.

Over 260 people were 
killed in the suicide blasts 
in several churches and 
hotels in Sri Lanka's capi-
tal, Colombo, on April 21, 
2019. The newly-elected 

President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake had promised 
to thoroughly investigate 
the 2019 Easter Sunday 
attacks carried out by 
the ISIS-backed suicide 
bombers that killed 270 
people, including 45 for-
eign nationals and injured 
over 500.

Earlier on September 
24, Dissanayake paid a 

visit to the Archbishop 
of Colombo Malcolm Car-
dinal Ranjith following 
his election victory and 
assured him of taking 
steps "towards uncovering 
the truth" regarding the 
attacks that rocked hotels 
and churches in the coun-
try, the President's Media 
Division (PMD) revealed 
on Tuesday.

South Korea, Philippines forge strategic partnership to expand cooperation
AGENCIES
MANILA, OCT 7 

President Yoon Suk Yeol 
and Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 
agreed on Monday to forge 
a strategic partnership 
between the two countries 
to enhance cooperation in 
security, economy, energy 
and other areas, Yoon's 
office said.

The leaders adopted a 
joint declaration to estab-
lish a strategic partner-
ship during their summit 
in Manila during Yoon's 
state visit to the Philip-
pines. It marks the first 
elevation of ties since the 
two countries established 
diplomatic relations 75 
years ago, Yonhap news 
agency reported. "The 
establishment of the stra-
tegic partnership opens a 
new chapter in relations 
between South Korea and 
the Philippines," Yoon said 
in a joint press conference.

The Philippines was 
the first Southeast Asian 

nation to forge diplomatic 
relations with South Korea 
in 1949. It sent the first and 
largest troop of 7,420 sol-
diers to Korea when the 
Korean War broke out in 
1950.

The two leaders agreed 
to enhance cooperation 
in the defence industry, 
including the third phase 
of the Philippines' mili-
tary modernisation proj-
ect. South Korea has pre-
viously exported FA-50 
light attack aircraft, war-
ships and missiles to the 
country.

On the sidelines of the 
summit, the two coun-
tries' coast guards signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on mari-
time security cooperation, 
including combating trans-
national crimes, informa-
tion sharing and joint 
search-and-rescue opera-
tions. During the talks, 
Yoon and Marcos agreed 
to boost trade and invest-
ment by ratifying the bilat-
eral free trade agreement 

signed in September 2023.
They also agreed to col-

laborate on major infra-
structure projects in the 
Philippines and strengthen 
cooperation in new areas, 
including nuclear energy, 
digital transformation, and 
the supply chain of critical 
minerals.

To support the initia-
tive, South Korea signed 
an MOU to provide 
approximately $2 billion 
from the Economic Devel-
opment Cooperation Fund 

to support the construc-
tion of the Laguna Lake-
shore Road Network and 
the PGN bridge project, 
which will connect the 
three central Philippine 
islands of Panay, Guimaras 
and Negros.

Korea Hydro & Nuclear 
Power (KHNP) and the 
Philippine government 
signed an MOU for a fea-
sibility study on the long-
dormant Bataan nuclear 
power plant to inspect 
whether it is safe to oper-

ate. The plant was com-
pleted in 1986 but was 
never activated on safety 
concerns in light of the 
Chernobyl nuclear disas-
ter that occurred that year.

The leaders also 
explored ways to enhance 
p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e 
exchanges and improve 
the employment permit 
system to create better 
working conditions for 
Filipinos in South Korea.

Last year, approximate-
ly 1.45 million South Kore-
ans visited the Philippines, 
making them the largest 
group of foreign tour-
ists, while around 97,000 
Filipinos have worked in 
South Korea. Since last 
month, around 100 Fili-
pino home helpers have 
been employed as part of 
a Seoul city pilot project 
to assist households with 
child care and housework.

During the discussions, 
Yoon and Marcos agreed 
to strengthen security 
cooperation, amid North 
Korea's evolving missile 

and nuclear threats and 
China's growing assertive-
ness in the South China 
Sea.

Marcos expressed sup-
port for Yoon's unifica-
tion initiative aimed at 
achieving a denuclearised 
Korean Peninsula and 
committed to collaborat-
ing with South Korea on 
North Korea's denucleari-
sation.

"The two countries 
condemned the recent 
unprecedented surge in 
the DPRK's ballistic missile 
launches and its rhetoric 
regarding the possible 
use of nuclear weapons," 
the joint declaration said, 
urging North Korea to 
comply with its obligations 
under relevant UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions.

"Both countries share 
concerns about actions in 
the South China Sea that 
are inconsistent with the 
rules-based international 
order, which undermines 
peace and prosperity," it 
noted.

MUIZZU'S INDIA VISIT INDICATES SIGNIFICANT SHIFT IN INDIA-MALDIVES TIES 
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7: 

Maldivian President 
Mohamed Muizzu's ongo-
ing five-day state visit to 
India is his second trip 
to the country in four 
months. 
  It highlights a signifi-
cant diplomatic shift as 
Muizzu, who previously 
backed an "India Out" 
campaign in the Indian 

Ocean archipelago, now 
seeks to navigate the com-
plex relations while bal-
ancing the country's ties 
with China.

Muizzu, who took 
power last year, is recog-
nised for opposing India's 
significant influence in 
the Maldives and called 
for the withdrawal of 
approximately 80 Indian 
military personnel manag-
ing two rescue helicopters 

and a Dornier aircraft. 
This demand was met in 
May when India replaced 
military staff with civilian 
technical personnel.

A month later, he 
attended the swearing-in 
ceremony of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who 
assumed office for a third 
consecutive term.

Breaking with tradi-
tion, Muizzu did not make 
India his first state visit 

after assuming the presi-
dency, signalling a clear 
shift in his foreign policy. 
Meanwhile, his increas-
ing alignment with China 
had further complicated 
relations. Earlier this 
year, the Maldives permit-
ted the Chinese research 
vessel Xiang Yang Hong 3 
— perceived as a surveil-
lance ship — to dock in its 
waters, raising Indian con-
cerns about potential data 

collection by Chinese to 
support submarine opera-
tions in the region.

Concurrently, Muizzu 
visited China and signed 
20 agreements that ele-
vated bilateral ties to a 
comprehensive strategic 
cooperative partnership, 
including a military assis-
tance pact viewed as detri-
mental to India's strategic 
interests.

Relations between 

the Maldives and India 
reached a nadir when a 
'Boycott Maldives' cam-
paign emerged on Indian 
social media following 
derogatory remarks made 
by three Maldivian minis-
ters about Prime Minister 
Modi. 

Although these min-
isters were swiftly sus-
pended, the incident sig-
nificantly reduced Indian 
tourist numbers in the 

Maldives.
After Covid-19, Indian 

tourists represented the 
largest segment of visi-
tors to the archipelago, 
but their numbers fell by 
50,000 over the past year, 
resulting in an estimated 
loss of USD 150 million for 
the Maldivian economy.

Ideological and rhe-
torical considerations fre-
quently take a backseat in 
realpolitiks, especially in 

the face of deteriorating 
economic conditions.

Presently, the Maldives 
is facing a significant fiscal 
crisis, characterised by an 
external public debt esti-
mated at approximately 
USD 8 billion and foreign 
exchange reserves that 
have dwindled to USD 
440 million, a sum suffi-
cient to cover only about                      
one and a half month of 
imports.

Iran summons Australian 
envoy over 'biased' stance 
on regional developments
AGENCIES
TEHRAN, OCT 7

 The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry has summoned the 
Australian ambassador 
over his government's 
"biased stance" towards the 
recent developments in the 
region.

Australian Ambassador 
to Tehran Ian McConville 
was summoned on Sunday 
by Ali Asghar Mohammadi, 
director general of the East 
Asia and Oceania Depart-
ment at the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry, according to a 
statement released by the 
ministry.

The summoning came 
as Australian Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese on 
Wednesday condemned 
Iran's missile attack on 
Israel.

 Australia's opposition 
leader Peter Dutton on 
Friday also called for the 

expulsion of the Iranian 
ambassador to Austra-
lia, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

In the meeting, the Irani-
an foreign ministry official 
protested the Australian 
government's "unjustified 
and biased" stance and 
slammed its "silence" in the 
face of Israel's "aggressions" 
against Gaza and Lebanon.

Mohammadi reiterated 
Iran's call for an immediate 
cessation of Israel's "geno-
cide in Gaza and aggres-
sions against Lebanon," 
calling on Australia and 
other Western supporters 
of Israel to play a "respon-
sible role" to those ends.

The Australian ambas-
sador elaborated on his 
government's actions to 
achieve ceasefires in Gaza 
and Lebanon, assuring that 
he would convey Iran's offi-
cial protest to the Austra-
lian government.
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Indian auto retail sales up 6.5 pc in April-
Sep, rural markets to spur demand
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 Led by robust two-wheel-
er (2W) retail sales, the 
Indian automobile market 
saw 6.55 per cent growth 
(year-on-year) in the first 
six month of current fiscal 
(FY25), as rural markets 
are set to spur demand 
going forward, a report 
showed on Monday.

The Federation of Auto-
mobile Dealers Associa-
tions (FADA) said that the 
April-September period 
saw 9.08 per cent sales 
growth in 2W, 7.58 per 
cent in 3W and 1.07 per 
cent in passenger vehicles 
(PVs).

However, consumer 
vehicles (CV) and tracker 
retail sales fell by 0.65 per 
cent and 8.82 per cent, 
respectively, as per the 
FADA data.

According to FADA Pres-
ident C.S Vigneshwar, “the 
Shraddh period further 
impacted sales negatively, 
leading to a YoY decline in 

retail sales across various 
categories”.

“Discounts and offers 
have been introduced 
across segments to stim-
ulate demand, but these 
have yet to translate into 
a significant improvement 
in sales,” he added.

The southwest mon-
soon recorded 8 per cent 
above-normal rainfall, dis-

rupting auto retail perfor-
mance in several regions 
and negatively impacting 
demand and walk-ins.

According to FADA, 
the near-term outlook for 
automobile retail is cau-
tiously optimistic as both 
Navratri and Diwali fall in 
the same month, creating 
strong expectations for a 
surge in vehicle sales.

With healthy water 
levels in reservoirs and 
improved crop yields sup-
porting rural demand, the 
festive season is expected 
to drive a substantial boost 
in 2W, PV, and tractor                                                        
sales with new launches 
been planned for the 
month.

“However, the PV seg-
ment faces a critical situ-

ation due to high inven-
tory levels at dealerships. 
If sales do not pick up as 
expected in October, Deal-
ers could face significant 
financial pressure from 
unsold stock piling up in 
their warehouses,” the 
report mentioned.

While dealers and OEMs 
are betting on robust fes-
tive sales, especially in 
rural markets where posi-
tive cash flow and better 
agricultural conditions are 
expected to spur demand, 
the outcome remains 
uncertain.

“FADA urges OEMs to 
take immediate correc-
tive measures to avoid a 
financial setback. We also 
call on the Reserve Bank 
of India to issue an advi-
sory to banks, mandating 
stricter channel funding 
policies based only on 
dealer consent and on 
actual collateral, to pre-
vent dealers from facing 
additional financial pres-
sure due to unsold stock,” 
said Vigneshwar.

Mercedes-Benz dealers told to mention only 
China’s CATL battery cells in EVs: Report
AGENCIES
SEOUL, OCT 7 

Mercedes-Benz car dealers 
in South Korea have appar-
ently been trained by the 
company's local unit to tell 
customers that the auto-
maker used battery cells 
produced exclusively by 
CATL in its electric vehicle 
(EV) models.

In the 2023 EQ Sales 
Playbook, Mercedes-Benz 
Korea's official dealer 
training material, dealers 
were instructed to men-
tion CATL as the EV bat-
tery cell manufacturer 
when responding to cus-
tomer inquiries. CATL is 
the global leader in EV bat-
tery sales, reports Yonhap 
news agency.

The topic of EV battery 
cell suppliers has been a 
closely watched matter 
within the auto industry 

recently, following a mas-
sive fire caused by a Mer-
cedes-Benz EV that ended 
up damaging over 100 
vehicles and destroying an 
underground apartment 
parking garage in Incheon, 
west of Seoul, in August.

To the surprise of many, 
battery cells used in the EV 
in question turned out to 
be from Farasis Energy, 
a Chinese firm known to 
be ranked at around 10th 
globally.

The training material 

also included a consulta-
tion scenario for address-
ing customer concerns 
about the safety of Chi-
nese-made batteries. In 
sample responses, Mer-
cedes-Benz Korea exclu-
sively mentions CATL as 
the manufacturer of its EV 
battery cells.

A sample response 
states, "CATL is a Chinese 
company, but it has the 
most advanced technology 
in the global battery indus-
try.” It also states, "Only 

thin battery cells, which 
are components of the fin-
ished battery product, are 
supplied by CATL, while 
the production of the fin-
ished battery is done at 
(Mercedes-Benz) head-
quarters in Germany."

Throughout the materi-
al, the company mentions 
only CATL as its battery 
cell supplier. According to 
the official Mercedes-Benz 
website, the company 
sells a total of eight pas-
senger EV models. Since 
the fire incident, the com-
pany revealed that certain 
trims of the EQE and EQS 
models use batteries from 
Farasis Energy.

Mercedes-Benz Korea 
is currently under inves-
tigation by the Fair Trade 
Commission for allega-
tions of providing false 
information related to EV 
batteries to customers.

AI, quick commerce, micro-influencers driving festive shopping in 2024: Report
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

With the festive season 
in full swing, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), quick-
commerce, and the rise 
of micro-influencers are 
some factors playing a 
leading role in influenc-
ing festive purchases this 
year, finds a report on 
Monday.

The report, commis-
sioned by social media 
giant Meta and conducted 
in September by consum-
er insights platform GWI, 
indicates an optimism in 
consumer sentiment with 
half of respondents plan-
ning on spending more 
than last year.

It noted that festive 
shopping trends contin-
ue to see disruption with 
96 per cent of shoppers 
expecting their shopping 
pattern to change this 

year on the back of online 
shopping, e-commerce 
penetration, and the rise 
of quick commerce.

“The report clearly 
shows that festive shop-
ping trends in India are 
undergoing a dramatic 
shift with AI, adoption of 
quick-commerce, the rise 
of micro-influencers, and 
prevalence of regional 

language content playing 
a leading role in influenc-
ing festive purchases,” 
said Arun Srinivas, Direc-
tor and Head, Ads Busi-
ness (India) at Meta, in a 
statement.

“On our platforms spe-
cifically, we are seeing 
strong adoption of all our 
key products this festive 
season -- from AI-powered 

ad formats to business 
messaging and Reels,” he 
added.

Notably, the report 
shows that e-commerce is 
on the rise and quick com-
merce is expanding into 
new categories with one 
in four electronics pur-
chasers and one in three 
personal care buyers pur-
chasing via quick com-
merce. The insights also 
reveal that over half of 
this year’s festive season, 
shoppers expect to shop 
more through e-com-
merce platforms.

Further, micro-influ-
encers with 10,000 to one 
lakh followers were found 
to be just as influential in 
driving festive purchases 
as macro influencers with 
one lakh to one million 
followers.

Among the shoppers 
who rely on influencers 
to discover brands, deals, 

and sales events during 
the festive season, 40 
per cent of consumers 
are influenced by micro-
influencers, 39 per cent 
by macro-influencers, 
and 23 per cent by nano-
influencers, revealed the 
study.

In addition, regional 
language ads drive engage-
ment during festive sales 
as over three in four con-
sumers say it’s important 
for them to see advertis-
ing in their local language 
during festive shopping. 
AI-powered discovery is 
propelling the discovery 
of brands, deals, and sales 
during the festive period. 
The report revealed that 
80 per cent of festive 
shoppers are discovering 
deals and products on 
Meta, while 85 per cent 
of consumers are aware 
of at least one sales event 
through Meta.

At $19 billion, India Inc sees highest 
quarterly deal volumes in 2 years
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

India Inc saw 551 deals 
worth $19 billion in the 
July-September period, 
clocking highest quar-
terly deal volumes in two 
years, a report showed on 
Monday.

The three-month 
period (Q3 2024) also saw 
25 initial public offerings 
(IPOs) valued at $4.1 bil-
lion, according to Grant 
Thornton Bharat Deal-
tracker.

There were 214 mergers 
and acquisitions valued at 
$11.4 billion, a 57 per cent 
increase in volume and 65 
per cent in value from Q2 
2024, which is a testament 
to India's resilience and 
growing confidence.

“India's deal-making 
environment has been 
on the upward trend in 

volumes since Q1 2023, 
with Q3 2024 marking its 
highest, reflecting domes-
tic market resilience, 
driven by domestic and 
cross-border transactions 
and breeding confidence 
among investors,” said 
Shanthi Vijetha, Partner, 
Growth at Grant Thornton 
Bharat.

Additionally, the record 
qualified institutional 
placement (QIP) activity 

and heightened IPO listing 
indicates the upbeat in the 
Indian capital market.

"We expect this momen-
tum to continue, fuelled 
by investments in digital 
transformation, sustain-
ability, and other key sec-
tors," Vijetha added.

Notably, cross-border 
activity reached a 10-year 
high, with 35 outbound 
deals worth $5.3 billion, 
led by Bharti Enterprises' 

$4 billion acquisition of a 
25 per cent stake in a Brit-
ish telecom group.

Domestic activity also 
saw a remarkable 54 per 
cent volume increase and 
24 per cent value increase, 
achieving an all-time high 
in quarterly volumes, the 
report noted.

The private equity (PE) 
landscape saw 337 deals 
valued at $7.6 billion, 
marking the highest deal 
volumes since Q3 2022.

The quarter saw sig-
nificant activity from 
high-value deals, with 23 
transactions exceeding 
$100 million, totalling $4.9 
billion and accounting for 
65 per cent of overall deal                   
values.

Early-stage funding also 
saw notable traction, with 
seed, pre-seed, and angel 
stages securing $273 mil-
lion across 80 deals.

Indian alcoholic beverages industry 
to see 8-10 pc sales growth in FY25
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

The domestic alcoholic 
beverages industry is 
likely to see 8-10 per cent 
revenue in FY25, led by 
steady demand for beer 
and a revival in consump-
tion of spirits, along with 
increasing consumer 
preference for premium 
products, a report said on 
Monday.

According to credit 
rating agency ICRA, the 
revenue increase in FY25 
will additionally be sup-
ported by the price hikes 
granted by a few state 
governments in the cur-
rent fiscal.

During Q1 FY25, the 
spirits industry reported 
9 per cent YoY increase in 
revenues, supported by 
5-7 per cent improvement 
in realisations, while vol-
umes grew by 2-4 per cent.

According to the report, 
the beer industry wit-
nessed a higher revenue 
growth of 12 per cent in 
Q1 FY25, owing to 3-5 per 
cent increase in volumes 

and 7-9 per cent in reali-
sations.

Kinjal Shah, SVP and 
Co-Group Head–Corporate 
Ratings, ICRA, said that 
the alcoholic beverages 
industry’s volume growth 
is estimated to improve to 
5-6 per cent in FY25 from 
4 per cent in FY24.

ICRA expects spirits vol-
umes to grow at a moder-
ate pace of 2-4 per cent 
in FY25, supported by 
favourable demographics 
and a limited increase in 
taxes anticipated for the 
year.

“We expect moderate 
growth of 5-7 per cent for 

beer volumes in FY25, on 
a high base,” said Shah.

The manufacturers 
witnessed an increase in 
grain cost in the first half 
of FY25 due to 20-25 per 
cent rise in non-basmati 
rice prices, while barley 
prices have been fairly 
stable.

However, the non-
basmati rice prices have 
started softening from July 
2024 onwards.

Further, the packaging 
material costs (glass bot-
tles) declined in the cur-
rent year due to a sharp 
correction in soda ash 
prices.

Probe into TikTok over potential 
violation of personal data law
AGENCIES
SEOUL, OCT 7

 South Korea's media regu-
lator is set to look into social 
media platform TikTok over 
a potential violation of the 
nation's personal data pro-
tection law, an official at the 
regulator said on Monday.

TikTok is accused of 
automatically requiring its 
users to receive advertise-
ments, instead of letting 
users give their consent to 
receive such content under 
the Korean law, reports 
Yonhap news agency, citing 
industry sources.

The Korea Communica-
tions Commission (KCC) 
suspects that TikTok may 
be violating the Act on Pro-
motion of Information and 
Communications Network 
Utilisation and Data Protec-

tion and will soon launch a 
probe into the video shar-
ing platform, the KCC offi-
cial said.

"We believe there is a 
problem with TikTok's 
terms of service and appli-
cation in getting clear 
informed consent from its 
users," the official said.

TikTok, owned by Chi-
nese company ByteDance, 
is also suspected of not 
sharing the full content of 
its terms of service and pri-
vacy policy with its users 
when they join the plat-
form.

Under related law, plat-
form companies must allow 
freedom to users to decide 
whether they will receive 
marketing or advertisement 
content and get "clear" con-
sent from users in advance 
to send out such content.

Those who violate the 
law can be subject to a fine 
of up to 30 million won 
($22,279).

“Under the rapid-prog-
ress scenario, in which 
countries experience fast 
but plausible mortality 
reductions from 2019 to 
2050, we would expect 
globally the gap between 
projected and frontier life 
expectancy to be halved 
by 2050, and the econom-
ic value after achieving this 
scenario is equivalent to 
14% of annual income,” the 
authors noted.

Last month, the Nepal 
Telecommunicat ions 
Authority directed the 
country's internet and 
mobile service providers 
to lift the ban on TikTok, in 
line with a cabinet decision 
on the short-video app. 

India-UAE bilateral investment treaty comes into effect
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

The Bilateral Investment 
Treaty (BIT) between 
India and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) giving 
continuity of investment 
protection to investors of 
both countries has come 
into effect, Finance Minis-
try said in a statement on 
Monday.

"The enforcement of 
this new BIT with UAE 

gives continuity of invest-
ment protection to inves-
tors of both the countries, 
as the earlier Bilateral 
Investment Promotion 
and Protection Agreement 
(BIPPA) between India and 
UAE signed in December 
2013 expired on 12th Sep-
tember, 2024," the Minis-
try said.

The Finance Ministry 
said that BIT signed on 
13th February, 2024 at 
Abu Dhabi, UAE between 

India and UAE entered 
into force with effect from 
31st August, 2024.

The UAE is the seventh 
largest investor with a 
share of 3% in the total 
Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) received in India, 
with cumulative invest-
ment of approximately 
$19 billion from April 
2000-June 2024. India also 
makes 5% of its total Over-
seas Direct Investments in 
UAE to the tune of $15.26 

Billion from April 2000-
August 2024.

"India–UAE BIT 2024 is 
expected to increase the 
comfort level and boost 
the confidence of the inves-
tors by assuring minimum 
standard of treatment and 
non-discrimination while 
providing for an indepen-
dent forum for dispute 
settlement by arbitration. 
However, while provid-
ing investor and invest-
ment protection, balance 

has been maintained with 
regard to State’s right 
to regulate and thereby 
provides adequate policy 
space," Finance Ministry 
said.

Some of the key fea-
tures of India–UAE BIT 
include closed asset-based 
definition of investment 
with coverage of portfo-
lio investment, general 
and security exceptions                       
and right to regulate for 
state.

Sensex recovers over 200 points
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, OCT 7 

Snapping a losing streak of 
the last five sessions, the 
BSE Sensex on Monday 
recovered 223 points at 
81,911.64 in the opening 
trade on the strength of 
IT, real estate, and health 
care stocks.

The Nifty of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE) rose 
58.55 pts to 25,250.73.

The Sensex registered 

intra and high and low at 
82,137.77 and 81,818.50 pts, 
respectively. The NSE reg-
istered days high and low 
at 25,143 and 25,049.90 
pts, respectively.

The midcap eased 0.09 
pc, and the small cap rose 

by 0.64 pc.
In 30 scrips, 19 advanced 

while 11 declined.
The gainers were ITC by 

1.68 pc to Rs 511.90, Kotak 
Bank by 1.25 pc to Rs 
1831.15, ICICI Bank by 1.02 
pc to Rs 1252.20, Infosys 
by 1.01 pc to Rs 1937.80, 
and TCS by 0.96 pc to Rs 
4289.95. The losers were 
Titan by 1.75 pc to Rs 3599, 
Adani Ports by 1.15 pc to Rs 
1396.80, and HDFC Bank 
by 0.66 pc to Rs 1645.80.
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India’s aggressive batting approach should be 
named after skipper Rohit Sharma, says Gavaskar
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 Legendary India batter 
Sunil Gavaskar believes 
the aggressive approach 
shown by the batters in 
securing a remarkable sev-
en-wicket win over Bangla-
desh in the rain-hit second 
Test at Kanpur should be 
named after skipper Rohit 
Sharma.

Despite the rain and wet 
outfield washing out two 
days of action at the Green 
Park Stadium, India came 
out all guns blazing in 
their first innings with the 
bat by setting new records 
for the fastest 50, 100, 150, 
200 and 250 scores in the 
longer format, before 
declaring at 285/9. They 
then chased down 95 in 
17.2 to complete a blazing 
win and seal the series 2-0.

“As seen in India last 
year, this approach doesn’t 
work in Test matches and 
may surprise the opposi-
tion for a game or two 
at best. While one paper 
called the Indian batting 
“Bossball” because the 
captain or “boss” of the 
team, Rohit, had shown 
the way, some from the 
old powers referred to it as 
“Gamball” after the Indian 
coach, Gautam Gambhir.”

“While the England 
batting approach changed 
completely under the 
new regime of Ben Stokes 
and McCullum, we have 
seen over the last couple 
of years that Rohit has 
been batting like this and 
encouraging his team to 
do so as well. Gambhir 
has only been coaching 
for a couple of months, so 
attributing this approach 
to him is foot-licking of the 
highest quality.”

“Gambhir himself 
hardly ever batted in this 
fashion like McCullum 

used to do. If any credit 
is due, it is solely to Rohit 
and nobody else. Instead 
of using the words this-ball 
or that-ball, I would sug-
gest using the skipper’s 
first name, Rohit, and term 
it the “Gohit” approach. 
Hopefully, brainier people 
will come up with a trend-
ier name for this rather 
than the lazy option of 
calling it after “Bazball”,” 
wrote Gavaskar in his 
column for Sportstar on 
Monday.

He also wondered if 
India had batted in the 

same manner when Test 
matches weren’t worth 
World Test Championship 
points, with the top two 
teams from the current 
cycle to play the final at 
Lord’s next year.

“That day’s batting set 
the game up for India to 
secure a win on the final 
day and earn the much-
needed points required to 
be in the race for a place in 
the World Test Champion-
ship (WTC) finals in June 
next year.”

“Would this approach 
have been adopted if 
there were no points on 
offer and no qualification 
needed for the WTC final? 
Having lost two full days 
of play, with the team 
batting first still having 
seven wickets in hand, 
not many teams in the past 
would have even looked 
at a result and would have 
been content to play out 
the remaining two days 
for personal records and 
milestones.”

“So, full marks to the 
ICC for creating the World 
Test Championship and 
thereby making every 
Test match, including a 
dead rubber, important 
for the points teams can 
accrue from them. Every 
Test match thus has con-

text and has livened up the 
long format, with teams 
wanting a win and looking 
to make things happen by 
trying something new and 
innovative.

“However refreshing 
and thrilling the Indian 
batting was in the Kanpur 
Test match, let’s face it: 
would they have batted in 
the same manner if there 
were no points on offer? 
The much-maligned ICC 
deserves every bit of 
applause for changing the 
perception towards every 
Test match by creating the 
World Test Championship. 
India knows they have 
tough games ahead, and 
thus they had to try and 
secure maximum points 
while playing in India,” 
elaborated Gavaskar.

The next challenge for 
table-toppers India will 
come from New Zealand, 
who will play a three-
match Test series here 
from October 16 to Novem-
ber 5 in Bengaluru, Pune 
and Mumbai. “Bangladesh 
is done and dusted, and 
now it’s the Kiwis who 
will be in the firing line of 
Rohit and his boys. Will 
they overpower them as 
they did Bangladesh? We 
shall soon find out,” con-
cluded Gavaskar.

1st Test: Centuries by Masood, Shafique carry 
Pakistan to 328/4 against England
AGENCIES
MULTAN, OCT 7 

Solid centuries from 
opener Abdullah Shafique 
and skipper Shan Masood 
helped Pakistan finish 
Day One of the first Test 
against England on 328-4 
in 86 overs at the Multan 
Cricket Stadium on 
Monday. On a placid pitch 
and sun shining brightly, 
the 253-run partnership 
between Masood (151) and 
Shafique (102) ensured the 
day belonged to Pakistan 
by the time stumps were 
called. For England, it was 
majorly a day of toiling 
hard and chasing leather, 
though Gus Atkinson took 
two wickets.

Atkinson, playing in an 
overseas Test match for 
the first time, had Saim 

Ayub caught down leg in 
the fourth over. After that, 
he and the rest of the bowl-
ers had to play a persis-
tent game as Shafique and 
Masood exhibited aggres-
sive and dominant batting 
displays in 56.1 overs for 
Pakistan, who are aiming 
to get their first Test win at 
home since February 2021.

While Masood was the 
aggressor in getting a cen-
tury after last reaching the 
three-figure mark during 
the Covid-19 disruption 
in 2020 – when Pakistan 
toured England, Shafique 
had to be cautious at the 
start before finding his 
groove to get his Test cen-
tury.

Pakistan also had luck 
on their side - Masood got 
his lbw decision against 
England debutant pacer 
Brydon Carse reversed 
via review on 16 and went 
on to get his first Test 
hundred as the team’s                               
skipper.

Shafique, who recorded 
six single-digit scores in his 
last seven Test innings, 
survived a run-out attempt 
on 34 when stand-in skip-
per Ollie Pope missed the 
chance to dismiss him and 
marched forward to end 
his lean run with a three-
figure score.

Just as it felt like the set 
batters, despite struggling 
with cramps, would be 
unbeaten till the end of the 
day, they fell in the span of 
17 balls - Shafique was dis-
missed by Atkinson, while 

Masood fell to a returning 
Jack Leach. 

An inventive Saud Sha-
keel and Babar Azam 
added 61 runs for the 
fourth wicket off 132 
balls before the latter 
was trapped lbw by Chris 
Woakes.

Shakeel remained 
unbeaten on 35 alongside 
nightwatchman Naseem 
Shah, and Pakistan would 
hope he and the rest of the 
batters will add more runs 
on Day Two after Shafique 
and Masood laid the plat-
form for a big first-innings 
total through their scintil-
lating centuries.

Brief scores:
Pakistan 328/4 in 86 

overs (Shan Masood 151, 
Abdullah Shafique 102; 
Gus Atkinson 2-70) against 
England

'I was nervous': Mayank Yadav 
on his T20I debut in Gwalior

Women's National Chess: Sarayu joins Padmini, 
Mary Ann as six share lead after Round 5
AGENCIES
KARAIKUDI (T.N.), OCT 7

 Top-seed Velpula Sarayu 
of Telangana defeated G. 
Mallar Arya with black 
pieces and joined overnight 
joint-leaders IM Padmini 
Rout, WIM Priyanka at the 
top with 4.5 points as six 
players shared the lead at 
the end of the 5th round of 
the 50th National Women's 
Chess Championship here 
on Monday.

Also sharing the top 
spot with them are former 
National Champion and 
Women's Grandmaster 
(WGM) Mary Ann Gomes, 
WGM Pv. Nandhidhaa, 
WIM Isha Sharma, who also 
moved to 4.5 points.

Padmini Rout and Pri-
yanka had to settle for a 
draw in 35 moves on the 
top board. In the Sicilian 
Defence, Najdorf Variation 

encounter, the endgame 
offered fewer chances for 
a win and the two players 
agreed to share the point.

That opened up a chance 
for Velpula Sarayu, who 
was back in contention 
when her opponent Arya 
Mallar lost an exchange in 
21 moves, and the game 
ended in 41 moves in Sara-
yu’s favour. In the fourth 
board game between expe-
rienced Mary Ann Gomes 
of the Petroleum Sports 
Promotion Board (PSPB) 
and veteran Swathi Ghate 
of Life Insurance Corpora-

tion (LIC), the former won 
the game in 39 moves, 
when Swathi conceded an 
exchange with no compen-
sation. Isha Sharma of Kar-
nataka defeated Mrittika 
Mallick of West Bengal to 
grab a share of the lead.

Trailing them at four 
points are WIM Mrudul 
Dehankar of Maharashtra, 
WIM Sakshi Chitlange, 
WGM Rakshitta Ravi of 
Tamil Nadu, Priyanka 
Nutakki of Andhra Pradesh, 
WFM Ganta Kheerthi, V. C. 
Nivedita, and V. Varshini of 
Tamil Nadu.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 Pacer Mayank Yadav 
revealed that he was ner-
vous before making his 
T20I debut against Ban-
gladesh in Gwalior on 
Sunday. He also credited 
the support of captain 
Suryakumar Yadav, who 
gave him freedom and 
encouraged him to bowl 
on his strengths.

Mayank turned eye-
balls in the IPL 2024 with 
his tear-away pace while 
playing for Lucknow 
Super Giants. However, 
his stint in the tournament 
was cut short due to an 
injury but the speedster 
recovered well to earn a 
spot in India's squad and 
ultimately played his first 
international match.

"It's a very great 
moment because I'm 
coming from my injury. I 
was bit nervous this time 
but I kept telling myself 
don't stress yourself but 
when I got to know that 
I would be playing my 
first match, the complete 
flashback of the last four 
months came in front of 
my eyes," Mayank said on 
BCCI's official website after 
India's seven-wicket win. 
"He (Suryakumar) gives 

you freedom. When I was 
taking the run up, he was 
telling me 'do what you 
feel, what you feel best'. So 
that's very important for 
any fast bowler, specially 
when you making your 
debut," he added.

Mayank was not alone 
to make his debut as all-
rounder Nitish Reddy 
also got his debut cap in 
the opening match of the 
series. "For any cricketer 
in India, it's a big moment. 
Playing for the Indian 
cricket team is a dream-
come-true moment. Obvi-
ously, there was nervous-
ness but I enjoyed that. It 
was a very proud moment 
for me and my family as 
well," he said.

"There are senior play-
ers and I got a lot of expe-
rience as well from the 
coaching staff. Even in 
bowling as well getting 
some keen points. I love 

this kind of atmosphere 
in the dressing room," 
Nitish, who scored 16 not 
out, added.

Mayank started his 
international career with 
a maiden before getting 
his first wicket in the next 
over. He returned with 
the figures of 1-21 in his 
four overs. "It felt good. I 
was not thinking that I am 
going to bowl a maiden 
over. Just wanted to live in 
that moment, enjoy that 
moment," he said.

Having worked with 
India bowling coach 
Morne Morkel previously 
with Lucknow, the pacer 
said, "It's very comfortable 
for me, I have been with 
him (Morkel) for the last 
three years. I know him, 
he knows me very well. 
So, it's very easy for me to 
work with him. He knows 
which things are better for 
me."

DD Sports, FanCode to broadcast bilateral series between India & Germany
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7 

DD Sports, the key public 
sports broadcaster in 
the country, along with 
FanCode, India’s pre-
mier sports destination, 
will broadcast the highly 
anticipated two-match 
bilateral hockey series 
between the Indian Men’s 
Hockey Team and the Ger-
many Men’s Hockey Team, 
scheduled to take place on 
October 23 and 24 at the 
iconic Major Dhyan Chand 
National Stadium here.

FanCode and DD Sports’ 
combined reach will mean 
that hockey action will be 

accessible to fans in every 
corner of the country, with 
interest around the game 
at an all-time high after 
India’s successful Olym-
pic campaign where the 
men’s team finished with 
a bronze medal. Germany 
ended their campaign with 
a silver medal.

Hockey India President 
Dr Dilip Tirkey enthusi-
astically said, "We have 
had a fruitful partnership 
with FanCode through 
the Hockey India Nation-
al Championships. They 
have played a vital role 
in making hockey more 
accessible to sports fans 
nationwide. With India vs. 

Germany Test Series set to 
be streamed on their plat-
form alongside telecast 
on DD Sports, one of the 
largest sports channels in 
India, this partnership will 
provide a significant boost 
to our mission of reaching 
a wider audience."

Hockey India Secretary 
General Bhola Nath Singh 
added, “We are thrilled to 
associate with FanCode 
and DD Sports for the 
two-match bilateral series. 
We are confident that this 
will enhance the viewing 
experience for passionate 
hockey fans in India and 
contribute significantly to 
our larger vision of making 

the sport accessible and 
visible across India."

Yannick Colaco, Co-
Founder, FanCode, said, 
“We are proud to extend 
our partnership with 
Hockey India with the 
bilateral series between 
India and Germany. The 
series showcases the best 
of international hockey, 
and we’re excited to 
bring the action to hockey 
enthusiasts in India.”

As part of Hockey 
India's vision to pro-
mote the sport across 
the country, this series 
marks the return of men's 
international hockey to 
the national capital after 

a decade, with the last 
match played in Janu-
ary 2014 during the Hero 
Hockey World League 
Final – Men’s Round 4.

Having successfully 
hosted the Men’s Asian 
Champions Trophy in 
Chennai, the Women’s 
Asian Champions Trophy, 
and the FIH Hockey Olym-
pic Qualifier in Ranchi, 
Hockey India has expand-
ed its efforts beyond 
Odisha to grow hockey's 
presence in India. The 
organization is also gear-
ing up to host the upcom-
ing Women’s Asian Cham-
pions Trophy in Rajgir, 
Bihar, in November 2024.

Hockey Legends Flag Off 2024 SFA Championship Delhi
AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, OCT 7

 The second SFA Champi-
onship Delhi had a flag-off 
ceremony at the historic 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
on Monday featuring some 
legendary Olympians and 
hockey legends including 
Ashok Kumar, men’s World 
Cup winner and son of the 
famous Olympian Major 
Dhyan Chand.

Other notable attendees 
were 1982 Asian Games 
silver medallists Vineet 
Kumar and Romeo James, 

former Indian women's 
national team coach Arvind 
Chhabra, and former Olym-
pian Ashok Dewan.

In his speech, Ashok 
Dhyan Chand, a member 
of the 1975 World Cup-
winning team, encouraged 
young athletes to give their 
best on the field. He empha-
sised that dedication and 
hard work are key

to making India a global 
sports power.

After the ceremony, 
the legends flagged off the 
event alongside the win-
ning teams from last year’s 

SFA Championship.
Ashok Dhyan Chand 

praised the SFA Champi-
onship, saying, "It starts 
from childhood, from 
school itself. Developing 
talent from a young age 
shows results. SFA has been 
doing this since 2015, help-
ing India become a sports 
superpower. The SFA 
School Championships is a 
great initiative, giving kids 
a chance to play in top sta-
diums boosts their morale."

“SFA is bringing thou-
sands of children from 
schools to the playgrounds, 

raising awareness and inter-
est in sports. Using technol-
ogy to track talent is essen-
tial, and should be applied 
to ages 3 to 18. With this 
data, we can better train 
young athletes and see 
results soon,” he added.

Vineet Kumar, a Dhyan 
Chand Award recipient, 
and his team’s goalkeep-
er Romeo James agreed 
with Ashok Dhyan Chand, 
noting that the SFA Cham-
pionship is a great platform 
for children and should also 
cater to older age groups to 
nurture top-level talent.

KISS sets new Guinness world record in Volleyball
AGENCIES
BHUBANESWAR, OCT 7 

The KISS Volleyball Festi-
val has set a new Guinness 
World Record for players 
in a volleyball exhibition 
match, bringing together 
430 participants in a single 
game.

The Volleyball festi-
val was organized by the 
International Volleyball 
Federation (FIVB), Volley-
ball Foundation, Kalinga 
Institute of Social Sciences 
(KISS), and Kalinga Insti-
tute of Industrial Technol-
ogy (KIIT).

The event brought 430 
players together for the 
Most Players in an Indoor 
Volleyball Exhibition 
Match, held on October 4, 
creating a history.

This remarkable feat 

surpassed the previous 
record of 136 participants, 
with the earlier record 
being 294 players, set by 
the Association Sportive 
de Saint Genis Les Ollieres 
and the town of Saint 

Genis Les Ollieres (both 
in France) during the Télé-
thon 2011 on December3, 
2011.

The record-breaking 
match lasted eight hours, 
with a total score of 
736–756. Teams from the 
Brahmaputra Volleyball 
League also participated 
in the event.

Organized in partner-
ship between the FIVB 
Volleyball Foundation, 
KIIT, and KISS, the festi-
val attracted over 40,000 
attendees, including 5,000 
young volleyball fans. 

BOB announces partnership with Tendulkar 
as its Global Brand Ambassador
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, OCT 7 

Bank of Baroda on Monday announced 
that the Bank has signed cricketing 
legend Sachin Tendulkar as the Bank’s 
Global Brand Ambassador.

The strategic partnership between 
Tendulkar and Bank of Baroda is built 
on a profound alignment of core values 
like excellence & trust. The partnership 
comes at an opportune time with Bank of 
Baroda poised to script the next phase of 
its transformation journey as it pursues 
a faster growth trajectory, leveraging 
Sachin’s brand aura.

Bank of Baroda is launching its first 
campaign featuring Sachin called “Play 
The Masterstroke”. The campaign 

encourages people to play a master-
stroke and score big to realise their finan-
cial aspirations by choosing a Bank that 
is trusted by millions and backed by a 
legacy of over a century, according to 
a media release. With his mass appeal 
cutting across all corners of the country 
and encompassing India’s diverse demo-
graphics, Sachin will be positioned as 
Bank of Baroda’s Brand Ambassador fea-
turing in all the Bank’s branding cam-
paigns, consumer education & aware-
ness programmes on financial literacy 
& fraud prevention and customer & 
employee engagement programmes. 
Bank of Baroda is present across 17 
countries and Sachin as a global sporting 
icon will help elevate the Bank of Baroda 
brand in the international arena as well.



KNOW DENGUE FOR NO DENGUE 
Dengue can be Prevented 

 

DENGUE 
 

 Dengue is a viral disease. 
 It is transmitted by the bite of 

Aedes mosquito. 
 Dengue Fever is a severe, 

flu-like illness. 
 Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever 

(DHF) & Dengue Shock 
Syndrome (DSS) are more 
severe forms of disease, 
which may even cause death 
if left untreated. 

 

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS  
 High fever. 
 Frontal headache. 
 Pain behind the eyes which 

worsens with eye movement. 
 Muscle and joint pains. 
 Rashes on the body. 
 Pain abdomen. 
 Nausea and vomiting. 
 Bleeding & low B.P in severe 

cases. 

 

PREVENTION 
 

 Avoid water stagnation in & 
around the house. 

 Empty water reservoirs 
regularly like storage utensils, 
air coolers, plant pots, drums, 
flower pots and bird baths etc. 

 Keep water tanks and other 
water containers tightly covered 
with lids. 

 Use mosquito repellents/ Anti 
mosquito creams. 

 Do not wear clothes that expose 
arms and legs. 

 Use mosquito nets while 
sleeping. 

 Use netted screens for doors & 
windows to prevent entry of 
mosquitoes 

 Person suspected of having Dengue should visit nearby 
Health Facility. 

 The tests and treatment are available free of cost at Govt. 
Health Institutions. 

 Don’t take pain killer and any other medicine without 
consultation of Doctor. 

          
ISSUED IN PUBLIC INTEREST BY 

STATE MALARIOLOGIST/SPO NVBDCP, J&K, 
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES, JAMMU 
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DLSA	Samba	celebrates	“International	Day	
of	Elderly”	at	Muskan	Foundation,	Vijaypur
JI NEWS SERVICE
SAMBA, OCTOBER 07

Under the insightful 
directions of Chairper-
son District Legal Ser-
vices Authority (DLSA), 
Samba an awareness 
programme on “Interna-
tional Day of Elderly” was 
held at Muskan Founda-
tion, Vijaypur. This pro-
gramme was organized 
under the Chairmanship 
of Chairman DLSA Samba, 
Ravinder Nath Wattal and 
under the supervision of 
Secretary DLSA Samba, 
Sandeep Singh Sen.

The programme was 
attended by Medical Offi-
cer and his team of Vijay-
pur Hospital as well as 
members of the Muskan 
Foundation, Officers of 
LADCs, staff and PLVs of 
DLSA.

The resource person 
for the programme was 
Nisha Rani, Deputy Legal 
Aid Defence Counsel DLSA 
Samba, who threw light on 

different schemes orga-
nized by Government of 
India.

Secretary DLSA in his 
speech highlighted the 
values of elders in our 
home and aware the 
participants about the 
theme of this day which is 
“Ageing with Dignity: the 
importance of strength-
ening Care and Support 
systems for older persons 
world-wide” and also the 
goal of the International 

Day of Elderly. Proceed-
ings of the programme 
was conducted by Versha 
Anthal, Assistant Legal Aid 
Defense Counsel, Samba.

Beside this, DLSA 
Samba also organize a 
Medical Camp in collabo-
ration with Govt. Medical 
Hospital Vijaypur in which 
the medical team of Doc-
tors did basic check up of 
the participants and gave 
them necessary First Aid 
medicines.

General	Observers,	DEO	finalize	Arrangements	
for	Vote	Counting	Process	at	Indoor	Stadium	B'la
JI NEWS SERVICE
BARAMULLA, OCTOBER 7

In preparation for the vote 
counting for the General 
Legislative Assembly Elec-
tions scheduled for tomor-
row, October 8, 2024, Gen-
eral Observers along with 
the District Election Officer 
(DEO) visited the Indoor 
Sports Stadium in Khawja-
bagh, Baramulla, to inspect 
the final arrangements.

The DEO informed that 
seven counting halls have 
been established at the 
venue, with counting staff 
deployed through a ran-
domization process in line 
with the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) guide-
lines. All staff members 
have undergone necessary 
training to ensure the vote 
counting proceeds effi-
ciently.

As part of the security 
and transparency mea-
sures, the entire process 
will be monitored through 
a robust CCTV surveillance 

system installed across the 
venue.

A fully functional Media 
Centre has also been estab-
lished to ensure real-time 
updates and communica-
tion with the public. Fur-
thermore, mobile deposit 
counters have been set up 
to facilitate the smooth 
handling of deposits for 
safe keeping.

Additional facilities, 
including a communica-
tion room, public com-
munication room, official 
communication room, and 

an Observers room, have 
been established to ensure 
seamless coordination and 
communication through-
out the event.

Essential services, 
including medical teams, 
fire and emergency ser-
vices have also been 
deployed, and a Public 
Address System has been 
put in place to manage 
announcements during the 
counting process.

Meanwhile, a compre-
hensive mock run was 
conducted across all seven 

counting halls at the venue, 
under the supervision of 
Election Observers and 
the District Election Officer 
(DEO), to ensure that staff 
is thoroughly prepared for 
the counting process.

The General Observers 
and DEO expressed satis-
faction with the arrange-
ments, reiterating the 
administration’s commit-
ment to a transparent, 
efficient, and secure vote 
counting process in full 
compliance with ECI guide-
lines.

PD&SJ	Pulwama	visits	Special	
Jail	Correctional	Home

JI NEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, OCTOBER 7

In compliance to the direc-
tions of JK Legal Services 
Authority, Naseer Ahmad 
Dar, Principal District and 
Sessions Judge (PD&SJ) Pul-
wama, Secretary DLSA Pul-
wama along with Legal Aid 
Defense Counsels (LADCs) 
Pulwama and Shopian vis-
ited Special Jail Correction-
al Home Pulwama.

During the visit, the 
PD&SJ along with team 
took stock of facilities avail-

able to the jail inmates and 
also reviewed the working 
of Legal Aid Clinic at Sub-
Jail Pulwama. He also took 
feedback about their griev-
ances.

On spot directions were 
passed to the Superinten-
dent Sub-Jail Pulwama 
with regard to addressing 
facilities, cleanliness and 
other related issues faced 
by the jail inmates. The 
inmates were also assured 
that other issued raised by 
them will be taken up with 
concerned authority.

Inter-Division	UT	level	tournament	
concludes	at	GHSS	Girls	Kishtwar

JI NEWS SERVICE
KISHTWAR, OCTOBER 07

The Inter-Division UT 
Level Tournament orga-
nized by the Depart-
ment of Youth Services 
& Sports, Kishtwar con-
cluded in a grand success 
at Government Higher 
Secondary School (GHSS) 
Girls Kishtwar. The tour-
nament brought together 
young athletes from across 
Jammu & Kashmir to com-
pete in thrilling matches 
of Kho-Kho (U/17 and U/19 
Boys) and Volleyball (U/14 
Girls) showcasing excep-
tional talent and competi-
tive spirit.

 The event was meticu-
lously supervised by Dis-
trict Youth Services and 

Sports Officer (DYSSO) 
Kishtwar Jaffer Haider 
Sheikh. The tourna-
ment fostered not only 
athletic competition but 
also camaraderie among 
participants from diverse 
regions.

The Chief Guest at the 
closing ceremony Chief 
Education Officer Kisht-
war Javaid Ahmed Kichloo 
extended heartfelt con-
gratulations to all partici-
pants for their enthusiasm 
and dedication.

 In his address Javed 
lauded the efforts of the 
athletes, coaches, and 
organizing staff com-
mending the Department 
of Youth Services & Sports 
Kishtwar for its disciplined 
and hardworking team.

DYSSO also took the 
opportunity to express his 
gratitude and pride in his 
team, specifically, PEMs, 
PETs, REKs, GMs, and NYC 
members.

In Kho-Kho U/17 Kash-
mir Division triumphed 
over Jammu where as in 
Kho-Kho U/19 Boys, the 
Jammu Division secured 
victory against Kashmir.

In the Volleyball U/14 
Girls Finale, Jammu domi-
nated the volleyball finals 
winning against Kash-
mir with a commanding 
9-point advantage.

The closing ceremony 
featured a prize distribu-
tion where the winners 
were celebrated for their 
outstanding performances 
and sportsmanship.

Alok	Kumar	inspects	Assembly	
Complex	in	Srinagar

JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 7

Principal Secretary, 
Estates Department, Alok 
Kumar, today conducted 
an extensive visit to the 
Assembly Complex in Sri-
nagar.

Director Estates Kash-
mir/Jammu, Tariq Hussain 
Ganai along with other 
senior officials from both 
the Assembly and Estates 
Departments accompa-
nied the Principal Secre-
tary.

During the visit, Kumar 
thoroughly inspected vari-
ous sections of the Assem-
bly Complex and assessed 
the existing infrastruc-

ture and facilities for the 
upcoming Legislative ses-
sions. He underscored the 
significance of the Assem-
bly Complex as a vital hub 
for legislative activities, 
highlighting the neces-
sity for ongoing mainte-
nance and moderniza-
tion to cater to changing 
demands.

Additionally, the Princi-
pal Secretary engaged in 
discussions with the offi-
cers of the Assembly and 
Estates Departments to 
explore strategies aimed 
at enhancing both the 
functionality and aesthet-
ic appeal of the Complex 
prior J&K Assembly Ses-
sions.Second	Randomisation	of	

Counting	Staff	held	at	Shopian

JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, OCTOBER 7

The second Randomisa-
tion of the counting staff 
for 36-Zainapora and 
37-Shopian Assembly Con-
stituencies was today con-
ducted here for the vote 
counting to be held on 8th 
of October, 2024.

The exercise was con-
ducted by District Elec-
tion Officer (DEO) Shop-
ian, Mohammad Shahid 
Saleem Dar at Mini Secre-
tariat Shopian in presence 
of Counting Observor, 
Zainapora, Jeevan Babu K 
and Counting Observor, 
Shopian, Roohi Khan and 
respective ROs.

In the process, staff 

members designated as 
Counting Supervisors, 
Counting Assistants and 
Micro Observers were 
allotted to Assembly Con-
stituencies of 36- Shopian 
and 37- Zainapora.

The Randomisation 
was done through dedi-
cated software where the 
counting staff was allotted 
randomly among the two 
ACs of the district.

Third randomisation 
shall be done on the Day 
of counting, 8th Octo-
ber, at 5:00 A.M in which 
tables shall be allotted to 
the counting staff.

ADDC, ADC, ROs, Dy. 
DEO, DIO and other offi-
cers were also present on 
the occasion.

Wildlife	department	
clarifies	on	video	
clip	showing	wild	
boars	roaming	
on	boulevard	&	
peripheries
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, OCTOBER 7

The Office of the Wildlife 
Warden, Central Divi-
sion Srinagar has issued 
a clarification regarding 
the video clip showing 
wild boars roaming on 
boulevard and foreshore 
road that has gone viral 
on various social media 
platforms.

As per an official 
communication it has 
been given out that 
people have made vari-
ous misinterpretations 
about this Wildlife 
specie. General public 
is hereby informed that 
the said specie existed 
in Dachigam National 
Park and its surrounding 
Conservation Reserves 
since Maharajas Time. 
During the harvesting 
of fruits season the spe-
cies has been found usu-
ally roaming outside the 
peripheries of Dachigam 
National Park and its 
surrounding Conserva-
tion Reserves in search 
of their food.

Meanwhile,  the 
Department of Wildlife 
Protection has imme-
diately dispatched the 
rescue operation teams 
along with necessary 
tools, tranquilizing guns, 
nets, trapping cages etc 
all along the Boulevard 
and foreshore road and 
on its adjacent areas to 
drive them back towards 
the nearby forests.

General Public has 
been requested not to 
panic on this account 
and desist from spread-
ing misinformation, 
every effort shall be 
made and it shall be 
ensured that no con-
frontation takes place.

Department of Wild-
life Protection has 
deployed various teams 
to ensure safety of gen-
eral public and preven-
tion of agricultural crops 
from damage. General 
Public is also requested 
to kindly cooperate with 
the department and 
abide by the Do's and 
Don't suggested by the 
rescue teams who are on 
the job.
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