
Year Ender 2024
Local terror outfits wiped out in 
J&K, only 7 natives join militancy

J&K records total deficit rainfall of 29% 
in 2024, Jan tops with 91% deficiency

J&K Fire Services 
Department responds to 
over 6,700 calls in 2024

Achieve goal of ‘terror-free’ J&K: Union 
Home Secy tells security top brass

Lt Governor chairs 88th University Council 
Meeting of University of Jammu

SMVD ropeway: Katra agitation 
intensifies as families of detained Samiti 
leaders threaten self-immolation

World Bank's Rs 1500 Crore J&K 
Project Gets 6th Extension

No New Year celebrations 
in J&K this year due to 7-day 
mourning over ex PM's death

J&K braces for another moderate to 
heavy snowfall in first week of Jan

Omission of holiday on Sheikh Abdullah’s 
anniversary: Govt says will push for it again

Govt appoints 
Vitul Kumar as 
Director General 
of CRPF
agencies
New Delhi, Dec 30

The government on 
Monday assigned the offi-
ciating charge of Director 
General of CRPF to senior 
IPS officer Vitul Kumar.

According to a memo-
randum issued by the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
the 1993 batch, Uttar 
Pradesh cadre IPS officer, 
Vitul Kumar, who is cur-
rently serving as Special 
Director General in CRPF 
will take charge 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

The year 2024 saw the 
wiping out of local terror 
outfits in Jammu and 
Kashmir and predomi-
nance of Pakistani ter-
rorists.

According to the offi-
cial data accessed by the 
news agency, the local 
recruitment dropped to 
less than 10 in 2024.

"The number of local 
terrorists operating in 
Kashmir is now in single 
digits. Local recruit-
ment has declined since 

2021, when 125 youths 
joined terrorist ranks. In 
2022, the number of new 
recruits taking up arms 
dropped to 100. Last year, 

around 22 youths joined 
terrorist ranks, and this 
year, seven youth joined 
terrorist ranks," the 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

In 2024, Jammu and Kash-
mir received 6,752 fire 
calls, including 42 false 
alarms. There were 2,938 
buildings affected, but 
the Fire and Emergency 
Department reported 
that property worth Rs 
1,699 crore was saved.

The department said 
the main causes of fires 
were leaks from LPG, 
electrical overloads, 
short circuits and the 
increased use of heating 

devices.
According to details 

obtained by the news 
agency from the F&ES 
Department, a total of 
6,752 fire calls and 60 
rescue calls were record-
ed throughout 2024, 
with 42 classified as false 
alarms.

Notably, 23 firefight-
ers were injured during 
various operations across 
the valley. The data also 
revealed that 6,427 
awareness programmes 
were conducted 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

Jammu and Kashmir has 
recorded a total deficit 
rainfall of 29 per cent so 
far with the highest defi-
ciency recorded in the 
month of January 2024 at 
91 per cent.

The year-long deficit 
rainfall data, according 
to the news agency has 
revealed that against the 
normal precipitation of 
1232.3 mm, J&K saw a 
rainfall of only 870.9 mm 
in the last 12 months of 
2024 till December 29.

The only pre-Monsoon 

season, as per the data, 
has recorded close to the 
normal precipitation this 
year as only 9 per cent 
deficiency was recorded 
during the period.

The pre-monsoon 

season, from March to 
May has recorded a pre-
cipitation of 300.7mm 
against the normal rain-
fall of 330.0 mm.

In January this 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

Union Home Secretary 
Govind Mohan on Monday 
called on the top security 
brass to work towards 
achieving the goal of ‘ter-
ror-free Jammu and Kash-
mir’ at the earliest.

The Union Home Sec-
retary arrived in Srinagar 
this morning and chaired 
a high-level security meet 
at SKICC on the banks of 
Dal Lake here.

The meeting was 
attended by the top offi-
cers, including General 
Officer Commanding of 
Srinagar based Chinar 
Corps Lt General Prashant 

Srivastava, GOC of Nagro-
ta-based 16 Corps Lt Gen 
Navin Sachdeva, Direc-
tor General of Police, 
Nalin Prabhat, Additional 
Director General (Law 
and Order) Vijay Kumar, 
Additional Director Gen-
eral Jammu, Anand Jain, 
Inspector General of 
Police (IGP)-Kashmir, V 
K Birdi, top officers of 

Border Security Force, 
Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF), Intelligence 
Bureau and other agen-
cies.

Sources privy to the 
meeting, which com-
menced at 2:30 pm, told 
the news agency that the 
Union Home Secretary 
emphasized on the need 
to act tough against the 

terrorists, their support-
ers and anti-national ele-
ments.

He reiterated the gov-
ernment’s resolve about 
zero tolerance towards 
terrorism.

The Union Home Secre-
tary appreciated the secu-
rity agencies for working 
in close coordination with 
each other in the decisive 
action against the terror-
ism in Jammu and Kash-
mir and emphasized on 
the implementation of 
“Area Domination Plan” 
and “Zero Terror Plan” in 
mission mode.

Sources said that other 
issues that came up

JI NEWS SERVICE
Jammu, Dec 30

Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha chaired the 
88th meeting of the Uni-
versity Council of the Uni-
versity of Jammu at Raj 
Bhavan, Monday.

The meeting was 
attended by Sakina Ittoo, 
Minister for Higher Edu-
cation; Shantmanu, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, 
Higher Education Depart-
ment; Dr Mandeep K. 
Bhandari, Principal Sec-
retary to Lt Governor; 
Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice 
Chancellor, University of 
Jammu; Prof. Alok Kumar 
Rai, Vice Chancellor, Luc-

know University; Prof. 
K.S Chandrasekhar, Vice 
Chancellor, Cluster Uni-
versity Jammu; Prof. AK 
Kaul, former Professor, 
Department of Sociology, 
BHU Varanasi; Dr Neeraj 
Sharma, Registrar, Jammu 

University and other mem-
bers of the council.

Dr Shahid Iqbal Choud-
hary, Secretary, Planning, 
Monitoring and Develop-
ment Department; Prof. 
Nilofer Khan, Vice Chan-
cellor, Kashmir University 

and Prof. Mohd Mohin, 
Vice Chancellor Cluster 
University Srinagar joined 
through virtual mode.

The University Council 
deliberated on various 
matters of academic 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Jammu, Dec 30

The shutdown in Katra, 
the base camp for the 
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi 
pilgrimage, against the 
proposed ropeway proj-
ect intensified on Monday 
after family members of 
18 detained Sangharsh 
Samiti leaders joined the 
ongoing protest. Youths 
continued a hunger strike, 
demanding the immediate 
release of those detained 
by police during the dem-
onstrations.

Led by Shivani Jamwal, 
the wife of detained Samiti 
leader Bhupinder Singh, 
several women family 
members of the detained 
leaders threatened self-

immolation if their loved 
ones were not released.

According to the news 
agency, Shivani Jamwal, 
speaking to the report-
ers said she had met her 
husband and the other 
detained Samiti lead-
ers, who have been in 
custody since Decem-
ber 25. She stated the 
detainees' health has 

deteriorated significantly, 
with many losing several 
kilogrammes of weight. 
“They are in a bad state 
of health,” Jamwal said, 
adding that their condi-
tion is worsening every 
day.

Shivani criticised politi-
cal parties for exploiting 
the situation. 

Chairs security review meeting 
in Srinagar, lauds agencies for 

coordinated efforts; To head key 
meeting on centrally sponsored 

flagship schemes today

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

In a significant develop-
ment, the World Bank has 
granted the 6th extension 
to the Rs 1500 crore proj-
ect funded by it in Jammu 
& Kashmir for the recon-
struction of infrastructure 
damaged by the devastat-
ing floods in 2014.

In a communique, a 
copy of which has been 
accessed by the news 
agency, the World Bank 
has conveyed to the Union 
Finance Ministry that 
it has agreed to extend 
the project till August 31, 
2026.

"We refer to the Financ-
ing Agreement between 
India ('Recipient') and the 
International Develop-
ment Association ('Asso-

ciation'), dated Janu-
ary 21, 2016 ('Financing 
Agreement'), pursuant 
to which the Association 
has provided the above-
captioned Credit ('Credit') 
for the Jhelum and Tawi 
Flood Recovery Project 
('Project'). We also refer to 
the letter from the Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs, 
Ministry of Finance, DO. 
No. 05/06/2014-FB.VIII/V, 
dated November 14, 2024, 
requesting the Associa-
tion to extend the Clos-
ing Date of the Project 
by twenty (20) months. 
We are pleased to inform 
you that the Association 

has established August 
31, 2026, as the later 
date for purposes of Sec-
tion IV.B.2 of Schedule 2 
to the Financing Agree-
ment," reads the commu-
nique from Auguste Tano 
Kouame, World Bank's 
country director, India, to 
Manisha Sinha, additional 
secretary (OMI, Crypto & 
FB), Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of 
India.

The WB's India director, 
in the letter, has stated that 
this extension is final and 
has been granted excep-
tionally for some specific 
projects. "As agreed, this 
is the final extension of 
this credit that has been 
granted on an exceptional 
basis. 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

There will be no celebra-
tion at any place on the 
occasion of New Year 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
due to 7-day mourning 
declared by the Union gov-
ernment over the death 
of former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, official 
sources said.

Official sources told 
news agency that due 
to declaration of 7-day 
national mourning over 
the death of former PM 
Manmohan Singh any 
of the departments in 
Jammu and Kashmir won't 
observe New Year celebra-
tions this year.

They also said that the 

tourism department will 
celebrate events as part 
of winter carnival, start-
ing on January 2, 2024 in 
Pahalgam.

"In mid January, we will 
celebrate Gulmarg winter 
carnival. National Tour-
ism Day event will also 
be celebrated in Srinagar, 
while several events will 
also be held in Sonamarg, 
Doothapthri, Lolab and 
other places," sources 
said.

Former Prime Minister 
and Congress stalwart Dr 
Manmohan Singh died at 
the age of 92 at Delhi's 
AIIMS after being admit-
ted there over age related 
health issues on Thursday 
last week.

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

Jammu and Kashmir is all 
set to experience a mod-
erate snowfall in the first 
week of New Year as two 
back-to-back Western Dis-
turbances would likely 
affect the Union Terri-
tory from January 3 to 6, 
the weatherman said on 
Monday.

According to the news 
agency, the fresh Western 
Disturbances would affect 
J&K after the moderate to 
heavy snowfall in the parts 
of Jammu and Kashmir on 
last Friday, which brought 

the life to standstill in the 
Union Territory due to the 
closure of all the major 
roads and also the suspen-
sion of the flight opera-
tions for two straight days.

Director Meteorologi-
cal department (MeT), Dr 

Mukhtar Ahmad told KNO 
that the two WDs are set 
to affect J&K and adjoin-
ing areas from January 01 
onwards.

According to the fore-
cast, Ahmad said that 

JI NEWS SERVICE
Srinagar, Dec 30

A day after the govern-
ment released the list 
of holidays for 2025, the 
elected government of 
Jammu and Kashmir on 
Monday said that there has 
been no response to the 
proposal submitted by the 
cabinet earlier with regard 
to the inclusion of holiday 
on December 05, marked 
as the birth anniversary of 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdul-
lah, the founder of Nation-
al Conference (NC).

Minister for Agriculture 

Production, Rural Devel-
opment and Panchayati 
Raj, Javed Ahmad Dar told 
the news agency that the 
cabinet sent a proposal 
for inclusion of holiday on 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdul-
lah’s birthday on Decem-
ber 05. “However, there 
was no response from the 
administration so far in 
this regard,” he said.

However, he said that 
the cabinet will continue 
to push for the inclusion of 
holiday on Sheikh Abdul-
lah’s birthday.

Pertinently, on Decem-
ber 29, the Jammu and 

Kashmir government 
released the official holi-
day list for 2025, which 
includes significant reli-
gious, national, and 
regional observances but 
notably excludes Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah’s 
birthday and July 13, Mar-
tyrs’ Day, as public holi-
days.

Meanwhile, the NC 
spokesman and MLA 
Zadibal, Tannvir Sadiq 
in a post on X yesterday, 
stated that “Today’s list of 
holidays and the decision 
reflects the BJP’s disregard 
for Kashmir’s history and 

democratic struggle.”
“While we had hoped 

for the inclusion of holi-
days commemorating 
leaders like Sher-e-Kash-
mir Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdullah and the martyrs 
of July 13th, their absence 
does not diminish their 
significance or our legacy. 
These holidays will be 
restored one day,” Sadiq 
said in the post.

Furthermore, the MLA 
Kulgam and senior CPI (M) 
leader, Muhammad Yousuf 
Tarigami, in a statement 
termed the decision 
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GSS MP Unit felicitates Pritam Singh 
Saini as National President
JI NEWS SERVICE
Sagar (M.P), dec 30

The Madhya Pradesh unit 
of Ganmanaya Samaj San-
gathan (GSS) organized a 
grand event to felicitate 
Mr. Pritam Singh Saini on 
his appointment as the 
National President of GSS.

The event was organized 
by Kushwaha community, 
with founder members of 
GSS, Mr. Khoob Singh Patel 
and Mr. Shanker Patel, and 
Dr. SP Patel, President of 
the Kushwaha Samaj. The 
ceremony was graced by 
the presence of Narayan 
Singh Kushwah, Minister 
for Horticulture and Food 
Processing of Madhya 
Pradesh, who also attend-
ed to show his support for 
the Kushwaha community 
and GSS.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Pritam Singh Saini 
expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to the Kushwaha 

community for their con-
tinued support and trust. 
He thanked everyone for 
the warm reception and 
recognition and reaffirmed 
his commitment to advanc-
ing the mission of GSS.

Pritam Singh Saini said 
that there is dire need to 
bring all the Saini com-
munities under a single 
platform. He said that the 
main aim of the Sangathan 
is to work towards build-
ing a just and better society 
and for this the Sangathan 
is working like an umbrella 
for the people of all sec-
tions of the society.

The National President 

stressed on imparting qual-
ity education to the chil-
dren so that they can effec-
tively contribute towards 
nation building besides 
pursuing their dream jobs. 
He observed that educa-
tion is the key for ensuring 
holistic development of 
children and it is our moral 
responsibility to ensure 
that quality education and 
ample extra-curricular 
avenues are given to our 
children.

Urging GSS members 
to redouble their efforts, 
Pritam Singh Saini called 
for harmonious coopera-
tion to advance the orga-

nization's noble mission 
and effect positive societal 
change. He underscored 
the importance of collec-
tive action and unwaver-
ing dedication in driving 
meaningful progress and 
building a better future for 
all.

At the conclusion of the 
event, a GSS felicitation 
letter was handed over 
to the visiting Minister 
Narayan Singh Kushwah 
and other distinguished 
guests, in recognition of 
their valuable contribu-
tion to the community and 
their unwavering support 
of GSS’s mission.

ADDC Rajouri reviews 
implementation of HADP Projects
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, DECEMBER 30

A crucial meeting to 
review the implementa-
tion of the Holistic Agri-
culture Development Pro-
gram (HADP) in Rajouri 
district was chaired by 
Additional District Devel-
opment Commissioner 
(ADDC) Rajouri, Dr. Raj 
Kumar Thapa here in the 
conference hall of the DC 
Office. The meeting aimed 
at assessing the progress 
of various projects under 
HADP and devising strat-
egies for their effective 
execution.

During the proceedings, 
the ADDC conducted a 
detailed review of all proj-
ects initiated under HADP 
and expressed concern 
over the slow progress and 
low expenditure. in cer-
tain areas. He directed the 
concerned departments 
to identify bottlenecks, 
streamline operations, 
and ensure timely execu-

tion of the projects. The 
ADDC underscored the 
importance of strength-
ening the functioning 
of Kisan Khidmat Ghars 
(KKGs), which serve as 
one-stop centers for farm-
ers to access agricultural 
and allied services. He 
instructed officials to 
focus on operationalizing 
these centers effectively to 
ensure their benefits reach 
the grassroots level.

Emphasizing the trans-
formative potential of 
HADP, the ADDC reiter-
ated the administration's 
commitment to improv-

ing the socio-eco-
nomic conditions 
of the farming com-
munity. He urged 
departments to 
focus on projects 
with a direct impact 
on enhancing agri-
cultural productiv-
ity and rural liveli-
hoods. The ADDC 
issued instructions 
to expedite imple-

mentation timelines, 
achieve expenditure tar-
gets and ensure that the 
benefits of HADP projects 
are realized by the dis-
trict's farming community. 
He also assured regular 
monitoring of the projects 
to maintain momentum.

Chief Animal Husband-
ry Officer, District Sheep 
Husbandry Officer, Dis-
trict Agriculture Officer, 
Accounts Officer from the 
DC Office, Assistant Direc-
tor Fisheries and Lead 
District Manager (LDM) 
Rajouri attended the meet-
ing.

DC tours Zainapora, Shopian areas
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 30

The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Shop-
ian, Mohammad Shahid 
Saleem Dar today visited 
various areas of the dis-
trict including Chitragam 
(Kalan), Babapora, Zai-
napora, Turkawangam, 
Gugloora, Trenz and Pin-
jora to assess the provi-
sion of seamless services 
following recent snowfall.

He also assessed the 
snow clearance opera-
tions, and was intimated 
that all major and minor 
roads have been made 
through for traffic and 
efforts are on to widen 
the clearance wherever 
required.

The DC during his 
inspection found shop-
keepers and residents at 
Gugloora and Pinjoora 
dumping snow on roads. 
He warned them to desist 

from such unpleasant 
behaviours posing risk to 
commuters.

Shahid Saleem evalu-
ated the effectiveness of 
snow-clearing measures 
enroute and interacted 
with residents of these 
areas to understand their 
concerns and responded 
positively for mitigating 
the concerns on priority.

The DC directed the 
officers to take strict 

action against individu-
als or establishments 
involved in obstruct-
ing roads by dumping 
snow carelessly. These 
measures aim to ensure 
smooth movement for 
vehicles and pedestrians 
while minimizing disrup-
tions caused by snow 
accumulation.

Many vehicles were 
found parked on roads 
which delayed the snow 

clearance process. The 
DC instructed for ‘no 
parking on roads’ as it 
hampers snow clearance.

Even at some places 
there was no space left 
for ambulances to move 
as people had parked 
vehicles wrongly. During 
the visit, the involved per-
sons in the dumping were 
asked to clear the road 
themselves and moral 
policing was done.

The Administration is 
committed to maintain-
ing essential services and 
addressing challenges 
posed by harsh weather 
conditions in the district, 
said DC during the visit 
while reviewing the pro-
vision of water, electric-
ity, road connectivity and 
healthcare services.

The DC was accom-
panied by DC ADDC, Dr. 
Nasir Ahmad Lone, ACR 
and other concerned 
during the visit.

DC Poonch chairs meeting of DLSC 
on Effective Border Management
JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Commissioner 
Vikas Kundal today presid-
ed over a crucial meeting 
of the District Level Stand-
ing Committee (DLSC) on 
Effective Border Manage-
ment here in the Meeting 
Hall of the DC Office Com-
plex. This meeting aimed 
to enhance coordination 
between security forces 
and the local populace 
residing near the Line of 
Control (LoC).

  DC Kundal conducted 
a comprehensive review of 
the security arrangements 
in the district, focusing on 
the status of bunker con-
struction and other press-
ing security concerns 
affecting border villages.

Officials from the Army 
and paramilitary forces 
provided updates on the 
current security scenario 
along the LoC, highlight-
ing the ongoing efforts to 
maintain peace and stabil-
ity in the region.

Commending the col-
laborative efforts of civil 
administration and secu-
rity personnel, DC Kundal 
recognized the success-
ful organization of cul-
tural programs and sports 
events in border villages, 
which contribute to a 
vibrant community atmo-
sphere.

Additionally, police 
representatives reported 
on the regular verification 
of outside workers at local 
establishments, including 
stone crushers and petrol 
pumps. They also assured 
that frequent checks are 
conducted at fence gates 
to bolster security.

DC Kundal emphasized 
the importance of effective 
communication between 
the border community 
and security forces. He 
directed Tehsildars to hold 
monthly meetings with 
Nambardars to ensure 
continuous dialogue 
and coordination among 
border residents.

Key updates were 
shared regarding the 
construction of bunkers 
adjacent to the LoC. The 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development was tasked 
with ensuring the comple-
tion of pending bunker 
projects, while the Execu-

tive Engineer of the PWD 
(R&B) was instructed to 
adhere to strict timelines.

The Forest Department 
was asked to activate beat 
guards and report any 
illegal encroachments 
on forest lands or poten-
tial hideouts throughout 
Poonch.

Furthermore, stress 
was laid on taking strin-
gent action against drug 
peddling and other social 
issues, reinforcing the 
need for collaboration 
among civil departments, 
security agencies, and 
intelligence services to 
maintain peace in the dis-
trict.

The meeting was attend-
ed by ADC Poonch, ACR, 
CPO, ACD, CMO, Tehsildar 
(HQ), XENs from R&B/Jal 
Shakti/JPDCL/REW, along 
with representatives from 
the Indian Army, BSF, 
Police and various intelli-
gence agencies.

DC Bandipora conducts inspection of Bandipora- Gurez Road
JI NEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, DECEMBER 30

The Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Bandipora, 
Manzoor Ahmad Qadri, 
on Monday conducted a 
comprehensive inspection 
of the post-snowfall situ-
ation of Bandipora-Gurez 
Road and ongoing snow 
clearance efforts.

During the visit, the DC 
carried out inspections 
at various critical points, 
aimed at ensuring swift 
restoration of connectivity 
and addressing challenges 
posed by the snowfall.

The DC assessed on 
ground conditions along 
the Bandipora-Gurez 
route. He interacted with 
the teams involved in 

snow clearance operations 
to gain first-hand insights 
into the progress and chal-
lenges faced during the 
process.

Qadri emphasized the 
need to speed up the 
process of clearance and 
directed the concerned 
authorities to continue 

operations in all affected 
areas to minimize disrup-
tions. Availability of Anti-
skid chains with vehicles 
travelling along the Band-
ipora-Gurez road was also 
inspected during the visit.

Highlighting the admin-
istration's commitment 
to addressing such chal-

lenges, the DC assured the 
public that all necessary 
resources and assistance 
have been mobilized. He 
informed that control 
rooms have been activated 
at district, sub-divisional, 
and field level for real-time 
monitoring and instant 
action.

The administration 
remains focused on main-
taining seamless coordina-
tion among departments 
to ensure the safety and 
well-being of residents 
during this period of 
inclement weather.

The DC was accompa-
nied by Chief Planning 
Officer (CPO) Bandipora 
and other officials during 
the visit.

Udhampur Admin imparts training to supervisors 
for baseline survey under Mission YUVA

JI NEWS SERVICE
UDHAMPUR, DECEMBER 30

A day-long training pro-
gramme for Supervisors 
deployed for the Baseline 
Survey under Mission 
YUVA, was held today 
under the chairmanship 
of Deputy Commissioner 

Udhampur Saloni Rai here 
in the Conference Hall, DC 
Office Complex.

Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Rajinder Singh, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Development Dr. Ranjeet 
Singh Kotwal, General 
Manager DIC, District Sta-

tistics and Evaluation Offi-
cer and other officers from 
line departments were 
present.

The DC issued necessary 
instructions to the Super-
visors and concerned 
departments to ensure 
the smooth conduct of the 
Baseline Survey scheduled 

for January 1, 
2025. High-
lighting the 
significance 
of Mission 
YUVA, the 
DC empha-
sized the 
need for 
active inter-
d e p a r t -
mental par-
t ic ipation, 
with every 
department 
contributing 
to the pro-
gram's objec-
tives.

Assistant 
D i r e c t o r 
E m p l o y -
m e n t , 

DE&CC Udhampur, Pri-
yanka Gupta briefed the 
participants about the 
objectives of Mission 
YUVA. She provided a 
detailed overview of the 
scheme and elaborated 
on the procedures for con-
ducting baseline enumera-
tions and surveys.

Rajouri gears up 
for Mission YUVA 
Baseline Survey 
from January 1
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Commissioner 
Rajouri, Abhishek Sharma, 
today chaired a meeting 
in the DC Office to review 
the preparations for the 
effective implementation 
of Mission Yuva Udhayami 
Vikas Abhiyan (YUVA) in 
the district. The initiative, 
under the aegis of the 
Government of Jammu & 
Kashmir, aims to foster 
sustainable employment 
by supporting the creation 
of new micro-enterprises, 
expanding existing busi-
nesses, and promoting 
innovative entrepreneurial 
ventures.

Addressing the officers, 
the Deputy Commissioner 
emphasized the need for 
coordinated efforts among 
all line departments to 
ensure the mission's 
objectives are achieved 
efficiently. He directed 
the departments to focus 
on key action points and 
align their roles for effec-
tive execution. A detailed 
review of the baseline 
survey preparations was 
conducted during the 
meeting. The Deputy 
Commissioner highlighted 
the significance of train-
ing and demonstration 
sessions for the nomi-
nated supervisors and 
investigators to ensure 
the smooth conduct of 
the survey. The baseline 
survey, commencing on 
January 1, 2025, will serve 
as a critical exercise to 
gather real-time data on 
existing and potential 
entrepreneurs in the dis-
trict, aiding the effective 
design and implementa-
tion of welfare programs.

It was informed that 
48 Supervisors and 1,092 
Investigators have been 
deployed for the month-
long survey. Training ses-
sions for the personnel 
have been successfully 
completed, and pilot sur-
veys have been conduct-
ed across all blocks and 
municipalities.

Deputy Commission-
er directed Tehsildars, 
Block Development Offi-
cers, Child Development 
Officers, Lumberdars and 
Chowkidars to provide full 
cooperation to the inves-
tigators to ensure the sur-
vey's smooth execution.

The meeting was 
attended by Chief Plan-
ning Officer Maqsood 
Ahmed, District Statistics 
and Evaluation Officer 
Sandeep Sharma and 
other concerned officials.

DC Pulwama reviews preparations 
for Grand R-Day-2025 celebrations
JI NEWS SERVICE
PULWAMA, DECEMBER 30

The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Pulwama, Dr. Basharat 
Qayoom Monday chaired 
a comprehensive meeting 
to meticulously review the 
arrangements for the Repub-
lic Day, 2025 celebrations in 
Pulwama.

The meeting witnessed 
the participation of senior 
officials from various gov-
ernment departments and 
security agencies, empha-
sizing the collective com-
mitment to ensuring a flaw-
less and grand celebration. 

Dr. Qayoom emphasised on 
completing preparations 
promptly, while adhering 
to stringent security proto-
cols to guarantee a safe and 
memorable event.

During the discussions, 
the DC directed all depart-
ments to work in close 
coordination to facilitate 
the smooth execution of 
planned events. Special 
emphasis was laid on pre-
paring the venue, alongside 
suitable arrangements for 
seating, sound systems and 
illumination of government 
buildings and infrastructure.

The Health Department 

was instructed to ensure 
robust medical prepared-
ness, including first aid and 
ambulance services at the 
venue, particularly in light of 
the cold weather conditions.

Dr. Qayoom also called 
for a vibrant and culturally 
enriching celebration, task-
ing officials with curating 
captivating cultural pro-
grams and a meticulously 
planned parade. He reit-
erated the importance of 
adhering to the Flag Code 
to ensure the respectful 
hoisting and handling of the 
National Flag.

Furthermore, Commit-

tees of officers have been 
constituted and assigned 
tasks for effective coordi-
nation and smooth prepa-
rations for the upcoming 
Republic Day celebrations.

Highlighting the need for 
teamwork and timely execu-
tion, the DC urged officials to 
collaborate effectively and 
submit detailed action plans 
and progress updates.

The meeting concluded 
with a shared commitment 
to making Republic Day, 
2025 a grand and memo-
rable celebration, reflecting 
the unity and diversity of the 
nation.
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Aspirational Block 
Program: Rajouri's 
Block Khawas achieves 
remarkable Milestone 
by securing 5th Rank 
Nationwide
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, DECEMBER 30

Block Khawas-the sole Aspi-
rational Block of Rajouri 
district has achieved a sig-
nificant milestone by secur-
ing the 5th rank among the 
country’s 500 blocks under 
the Aspirational Block Pro-
gramme (ABP). 

Block Khawas was identi-
fied as an Aspirational Block 
on January 7, 2023, at the 2nd 
National Conference of Chief 
Secretaries, with the objec-
tive to enhance governance 
and improve the quality of 
life for citizens in underde-
veloped and challenging 
regions of the country. The 
programme focuses on con-
verging existing schemes, 
defining measurable out-
comes, and ensuring con-
tinuous monitoring to drive 
progress.

To achieve saturation of 
key developmental indica-
tors, the district adminis-
tration launched a com-
prehensive initiative titled 
"Sampooranata Abhiyan" 
from July to September 2024. 
Under this initiative, six criti-
cal indicators were targeted 
for saturation including three 
from the Health Department, 
one each from  ICDS,   Agri-
culture and Social Welfare 
Departments.

District Development 
Commissioner Abhishek 
Sharma, in the capacity of 
nodal officer, through con-
stant monitoring and regu-
lar reviews of stakeholder 
departments and field-level 
functionaries, secured 100% 
saturation in five out of the 
six indicators. The remaining 
indicator is pending due to a 
nationwide technical glitch. 
The progress of Block Khawas 
has been remarkable, with a 
dramatic improvement in its 
ranking over the quarters: 
First Quarter: Ranked 405, 
Second Quarter: Ranked 453 
and Third Quarter: Ranked 5.

The extraordinary leap 
underscores the commitment 
and hard work of all stake-
holders involved in the Aspi-
rational Block Programme 
in Rajouri district. Speaking 
on the achievement, District 
Development Commissioner   
Abhishek Sharma, lauded the 
efforts of the administration 
and grassroots-level work-
ers. “This milestone reflects 
our collective commitment 
to ensuring holistic devel-
opment in the most chal-
lenging regions. The signifi-
cant improvement in Block 
Khawas’ ranking is a testa-
ment to the dedication and 
synergy of all departments 
and field teams,” he stated.

Dy. CM directs for adherence to rules, 
regulations during mining operations
Reviews performance, functioning of Mining Deptt.

DC Kupwara reviews preparations 
for implementation of Mission YUVA

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Chief Minister, 
Surinder Choudhary today 
directed the officers for 
strict adherence to already 
set rules and regulations 
during mining extractions 
and the need for follow-
ing the environmental 
concerns while carrying 
these activities.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister, made these remarks 
while chairing a meeting 
to review performance, 
functioning of the mining 
department at Civil Secre-
tariat here today.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Director, Mining, 
Member Secretary FAC, 
other senior officers and 
stakeholders.

While directing for fol-
lowing the rules set up for 
mining operations, Surind-
er Choudhary said that any 
deviation from the same 
would not be acceptable. 
He said that the district 

mining officers should 
ensure that no aberration 
takes place.

“The Officers should 
ensure that the mining 
operations are carried out 
strictly in accordance with 
the set norms and proce-
dures. The lessees should 
also ensure that they don’t 
flout any rules, and they 
should work in close coor-
dination with the depart-
ment, so that any viola-
tion taking place would be 
controlled and necessary 
action initiated against the 
defaulters”, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said.

He further directed for 
ensuring environmental 
concerns be taken into 

consideration while doing 
the excavations. He said 
that we have to take care 
of the fragile eco-system of 
our region and maximum 
care should be taken for 
ensuring its preservation. 
“We have to ensure that 
the development should 
be in consonance with the 
environmental needs and 
safeguards. Preserving our 
environment should also 
be taken into consider-
ation”, he added.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister also directed the 
officers to take care of the 
grievances being projected 
by the stakeholders and 
take necessary steps for 
their prompt redressal.

JI NEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, DECEMBER 30

The Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan today reviewed the 
preparations in a meet-
ing at D.C Office here for 
effective implementation 
of Mission Yuva Udhayami 
Vikas Abhiyan (YUVA) in 
the district.

On the occasion, the 
DC emphasized the 
objectives of the Mission 
YUVA, a government ini-
tiative aimed at fostering 
sustainable employment 
opportunities in J&K by 
supporting the creation 
of new micro-enterprises, 
expanding existing busi-
nesses and encouraging 
innovative entrepreneur-
ial ventures.

She directed all the line 
departments to focus on 
the key action points and 
understand their roles 
to ensure the Mission’s 
objectives are achieved 
effectively and efficiently.

Ayushi took a detailed 
review of training/dem-

onstration sessions to the 
nominated Supervisors, 
Investigators to ensure 
smooth and proper con-
duct of the baseline survey 
under Mission YUVA.

She directed the offi-
cers to prioritize efficient 
planning for conducting 
the comprehensive base-
line survey of existing and 
potential entrepreneurs in 
the district. The baseline 
survey is a critical initia-
tive aimed at collecting 
accurate data to design 
and implement welfare 
programmes of the Gov-
ernment effectively.

It was informed that 
60 Supervisors and 1250 

Investigators have been 
deployed to complete 
the month-long base-
line survey starting from 
01.01.2025.

Meanwhile, the Tehsil-
dars, Block Development 
Officers, Child Develop-
ment Officers, besides, 
Lumberdars and Chowki-
dars have been directed 
to extend full cooperation 
and coordination with the 
investigators of Mission 
YUVA to ensure hassle 
free conduct of the base-
line survey.

CPO Kupwara, AD 
DE&CC, DSO and other 
concerned officials attend-
ed the meeting.

NCORD meeting: DC reviews drug 
control measures in Poonch District
JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Commissioner 
Poonch Vikas Kundal 
chaired a district-level 
NCORD (Narco Coordi-
nation Centre) meeting 
today in the Meeting Hall 
of the DC Office Complex. 
The meeting brought 
together stakeholders to 
review and enhance strat-
egies aimed at combating 
drug-related challenges in 
the district.

Representatives from 
various departments pro-
vided updates on ongo-
ing initiatives focused on 
control of drug traffick-
ing and abuse. The initia-
tives encompass commu-
nity outreach programs, 
awareness drives, and 
public engagement that 
target both the supply 
and demand aspects of 
the drug problem.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized the 
essential role of educa-
tional institutions in rais-
ing awareness about the 
dangers of drug use. He 
directed the Principals of 
Degree Colleges and Chief 
Education Officer (CEO) to 
organize a series of semi-
nars and special lectures 
aimed at educating stu-
dents and the public about 
the harmful effects of sub-
stance abuse. He stressed 
the importance of scaling 
up counseling, awareness, 
and Information, Educa-
tion, and Communication 
(IEC) activities across the 
district. Furthermore, the 

Deputy Commissioner 
sought a detailed report 
from the Police Depart-
ment regarding the types 
of drugs seized and their 
locations to develop effec-
tive strategies for track-
ing drug peddlers. He 
instructed the CID and 
Police to maintain a com-
prehensive list of all drug 
peddlers in the district, 
emphasizing the need for 
strict action against them. 
Law enforcement agen-
cies were also advised to 
intensify efforts through 
random inspections in 
public places.

Calling for a robust 
enforcement drive, the DC 
urged the seizure of drugs 
and prevention of youth, 
particularly students, 
from falling victim to drug 
abuse. He highlighted the 
importance of a zero-tol-
erance approach in deter-
ring drug peddlers.

Additionally, the Drug 
Control Organisation 
was tasked with ensuring 
the installation of CCTV 
cameras by all chemist 
shops and at locations 
considered to be hotspots 
to monitor drug-related 
activities, alongside regu-
lar checks on computer-
ized billing in medical 
shops.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also called for the 
declaration of more Pan-
chayats as Nasha Mukt 
(Drug-Free) and urged 
them to conduct regular 
meetings of Panchayat 
Level Committees.

 The meeting was 
attended by ADC Poonch, 
ACR, SDMs of Mendhar 
and Surankote, CEO, CMO, 
PO ICDS, DSWO, Tehsil-
dars and officers from the 
Police, CID, IB, MS DH 
Poonch, along with other 
concerned officials.

Director Animal Husbandry visits Shopian, reviews 
achievements under various schemes, activities
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 30

To gear up the implemen-
tation of ongoing Central 
and UT sector schemes, 
Director Animal Hus-
bandry Kashmir, Dr. 
Parvinder Singh Sudan 
Monday visited District 
Shopian to take review 
of physical & financial 
achievements under vari-
ous  schemes and activi-
ties pertaining to the 
Department.

Dr Sudan emphasized 
to saturate all the govt. 
schemes with special 
focus to cover the maxi-
mum number of benefi-

ciaries so as to double the 
farmers' income from the 
dairy and poultry sector.

The Director passed 
directions and stressed 

to establish more units 
under Project 23, 25 & 
28 of HADP Scheme. 
Furthermore, he stressed 
upon all Veterinary Assis-

tant Surgeons to gear 
up uploadings on 
Pashudhan Portal in 
respect to AIs, Births 
& vaccinations in a 
time bound manner.

Addressing the long 
pending demand, Dr 
Sudan informed that 
District Shopian is 
going to get a new 
state of art Veterinary 
Hospital for which the 
budget has been ear-
marked.

The visit highlight-
ed the Department's 
endeavor for fostering 
sustainable growth in 
the Animal Husbandry 
Sector.

Snow clearance completed up to Peer Ki Gali from Shopian side
JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 30

Significant progress has 
been achieved vis-à-vis 
snow clearance up to the 
Peer Ki Gali via Shop-
ian side, with Mechanical 
Engineering Department 
(MED), Shopian complet-
ing the job late last night, 
much before the expect-
ed deadline.

Following the Deputy 
Commissioner’s visit to 
the Mughal Road yes-
terday instructing con-
cerned for immediate 
snow clearance, strenu-
ous efforts were made 
by the MED Shopian 
resulting in road clear-
ance in a record time 
yesterday.

Subsequent to the 
snow clearance, Deputy 
Commissioner Shop-
ian, Mohammad Shahid 
Saleem Dar along with 
Chief Engineer, MED 
Kashmir, Manga Ram 
Kotwal and ADDC, 
Dr.Nasir Ahmad Lone 
today visited the Mughal 
Road axis and reviewed 
the snow clearance 
operations and assessed 
the road's traffic worthi-
ness.

The DC assessed the 
situation of snow accu-
mulation, assessment 
of avalanche areas and 
subsequent clearance 
along the strategic road 
and deliberated on its re-
opening for traffic.

Some vulnerable 
spots were thoroughly 
taken care of and salt 
sprinkled to make the 
spots traffic worthy.

With the snow clear-
ance operations pro-
gressing well along 
Poonch side, the Mughal 

Road is expected to be 
opened for traffic soon, 

said Shahid Saleem on 
the occasion. The DC was 

accompanied by ACR and 
other officers.

District Administration Shopian 
prepares for maiden Winter Carnival

DC Poonch approves 
27 Silkworm Rearing units 
among 660 cases under HADP

JI NEWS SERVICE
POONCH, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Commissioner 
Poonch Vikas Kundal 
chaired a meeting of the 
District Task Force Com-
mittee under the Holistic 
Agricultural Development 
Programme (HADP), here 
in the DC office.

The Deputy Com-
missioner interviewed 
intending candidates 
and approved the estab-
lishment of 27 Silkworm 
Rearing units, providing 
essential loan facilities 
and margin money subsi-
dies to the beneficiaries.

The discussion also 
encompassed the HADP 

schemes for Agriculture, 
Horticulture, Sericulture, 
and Animal Husbandry 
departments.

To kick start silk pro-
duction in Poonch, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
directed the Assistant 
Director of Handicrafts 
to organize training ses-
sions for beneficiaries 
and equipping them with 
skills.

Furthermore, the meet-
ing approved 160 Horti-
culture cases, 233 Animal 
Husbandry cases, and 240 
Agriculture cases under 
the HADP, reflecting a 
comprehensive approach 
to agricultural develop-
ment.

JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 30

The District Administra-
tion, Shopian is gearing up 
for its maiden Winter Car-
nival in order to demon-
strate the commitment of 
district administration to 
promote tourism, culture 
and community engage-
ment in Shopian.

Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Mohammad Shahid 
Saleem Dar has taken a 
hands-on approach to 
ensure everything goes 
smoothly. He chaired a 
meeting with officers to 
review the arrangements 
and preparations for the 
carnival. Department wise 
arrangements were fixed 
on the occasion to make 
the Winter Carnival a suc-

cess.
The event will be organ-

ised at Dubjan along the 
Mughal Road, and shall 
involve various activities, 
artistic performances, 
sports events, entertain-
ment events for promo-
tion of tourism, arts and 
culture of the district 

including snow crafts, 
snow igloos, ice sports and 
competitions for children, 
exhibition of local cuisine, 
foods and arts among a 
litany of diverse activities.

The meeting was 
attended by ADDC, ADC, 
ACR and other district and 
sectoral officers.
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From the Front Page...
Local terror outfits...

data reveals.
42 FOREIGN TERRORISTS KILLED IN 2024 
“Of 68 terrorists killed this year, 42 were 

foreigners, while 26 local terrorists were 
eliminated,” the data states, adding, “In the 
preceding years i.e. in 2019, 157, in 2020, 
221, in 2021, 180, in 2022, 187 and in 2023, 73 
terrorists were gunned down by the security 
forces in different encounters across Jammu 
and Kashmir.”  

Among the 42 foreign terrorists killed 
this year, 17 were eliminated during infil-
tration attempts along the Line of Control 
(LoC) and International Border (IB), while 25 
were killed during encounters in the interior 
areas of Jammu and Kashmir.

The foreign terrorists were killed in 
Udhampur, Kathua, Doda, Rajouri, Kup-
wara, Bandipora, and Baramulla districts.

North Kashmir’s Baramulla district 
recorded highest number of foreign terror-
ist casualties, with 14 being shot dead in nine 
encounters.

30 CIVILIANS, 28 SF PERSONNEL LOST 
THEIR LIVES

According to the data this year, 30 civil-
ians lost their lives in terrorist initiated inci-
dents across the Union Territory.

In 2019, 44, in 2020, 38, in 2021, 41, 
in 2022, 31 and in 2023, 14 civilians were 
killed in the terrorist initiated incidents and 
encounters. 

This year, according to the data, 28 secu-
rity forces personnel died in various terror 
related incidents.

According to the data 80 security force 
personnel lost their lives in 2019, 63 in 2020, 
42 in 2021 and 32 in 2022 and 30 in 2023.

In 2024, 60 terrorism related incidents 
were reported in Jammu and Kashmir, while 
in 2019, 153, in 2020, 126, in 2021, 129, in 
2022, 251 and in 2023, 46 terrorism related 
incidents were reported. 

TOP COMMANDERS ELIMINATED
Top terrorist commanders killed this 

year included Basit Ahmad Dar in Kulgam 
encounter, Usman Lashkari in Srinagar 
encounter, Arbaz Mir in Anantnag encoun-
ter, and Farooq Ahmad Bhat (Nali) in Kulgam 
operation.

Terrorists killed in 2024 were from TRF, 
PAFF (offshoots of Lashkar-e-Taiba), Kash-
mir Tigers (offshoot of Jaish-e-Mohammed), 
and Hizbul Mujahideen.

TIMELINE
June 9, 2024: Terrorists attacked a bus 

carrying Hindu pilgrims from Shiv Khori 
to Katra, causing it to plunge into a gorge. 
Nine, including seven non-local pilgrims, 
were killed, and 41 were injured.

June 11/12, 2024: Two foreign terrorists 
and a CRPF jawan were killed in a gunfight 
after terrorists attacked a joint checkpost in 
Kathua district. Five Rashtriya Rifles person-
nel and a Special Police Officer were also 
injured in a terrorist attack in Doda district.

July 6, 2024: Six terrorists were killed 
in twin encounters in Kulgam's Modergam 
and Chinigam villages. Two soldiers also lost 
their lives during the operations.

July 8, 2024: Five Army soldiers were 
killed in action and five others injured 
after terrorists attacked a military convoy 
in Machedi forest area of Billawar, Kathua 
district.

July 16, 2024: Four Army soldiers, includ-
ing a Captain, were killed in an encounter 
with terrorists in the Koti forests of Doda 
district.

August 10, 2024: Two Army jawans and a 
civilian were killed in a fierce gunfight with 
terrorists in the Ahlan area of Kokernag, 
Anantnag district. Another civilian was 
injured in the encounter.

October 20, 2024: Terrorists attacked a 
workers' camp near Gagangeer, Sonamarg, 
killing seven employees, including a Kash-
miri doctor, and injuring five others.

October 24, 2024: Terrorists attacked an 
Army vehicle six kilometers from Gulmarg, 
killing two soldiers and two porters, and 
injuring another soldier and porter.

October 29, 2024: Security Forces killed 
three foreign terrorists in Jammu’s Akhnoor 
after they made an abortive attempt to 
attack the forces.

November 7, 2024: Terrorists kidnapped 
and killed two civilians serving as Village 
Defence Guards in Kishtwar, Jammu.

December 19, 2024: Five Hizbul Mujahi-
deen terrorists were killed in an encounter 
with security forces in Kadder, Behibagh 
area of Kulgam district. Two soldiers were 
also injured. KNO

J&K Fire Services...
throughout the region by the end of 

November 2024, reaching 566,797 students, 
50,713 teaching staff, 34,258 health employ-
ees, and 118,890 other participants, raising 
awareness about fire safety.

Speaking exclusively to KNO, Alok Kumar 
(IPS), ADGP and Director of F&ES, J&K, said, 
“99% of people want to get out of their burn-
ing houses, while we can’t wait to get in to 
save lives. Fighting fires that threaten lives 
and safety is one of the most dangerous chal-
lenges we face. Our deep commitment to 
saving lives drives us forward. Every fire is 
a fierce battle, and every life we save rein-
forces our purpose.” He added, “We Serve 
to Save.”

The monthly breakdown of fire service 
statistics, from January to November, is as 

follows:
January: 858 fire calls, 1 rescue call, 1 

false call, 3 personnel injured, 377 struc-
tures involved, and Rs 155 crore worth of 
property saved.

February: 382 fire calls, 5 rescue calls, 
3 false calls, no injuries, 316 structures 
involved, and Rs 66 crore worth of prop-
erty saved.

March: 328 fire calls, 1 rescue call, 4 false 
calls, no injuries, 225 structures involved, 
and Rs 66 crore worth of property saved.

April: 355 fire calls, 7 rescue calls, 8 false 
calls, 3 personnel injured, 197 structures 
involved, and Rs 543 crore worth of prop-
erty saved.

May: 1,280 fire calls, 11 rescue calls, 5 false 
calls, 4 personnel injured, 281 structures 
involved, and Rs 136 crore worth of prop-
erty saved.

June: 1,324 fire calls, 7 rescue calls, 4 false 
calls, 7 personnel injured, 308 structures 
involved, and Rs 160 crore worth of prop-
erty saved.

July: 366 fire calls, 8 rescue calls, 3 false 
calls, 5 personnel injured, 230 structures 
involved, and Rs 131 crore worth of property 
saved.

August: 193 fire calls, 8 rescue calls, 1 
false call, 1 personnel injured, 144 structures 
involved, and Rs 70 crore worth of property 
saved.

September: 209 fire calls, 3 rescue calls, 
3 false calls, no injuries, 131 structures 
involved, and Rs 140 crore worth of prop-
erty saved.

October: 646 fire calls, 1 rescue call, 5 false 
calls, no injuries, 404 structures involved, 
and Rs 99 crore worth of property saved.

November: 811 fire calls, 8 rescue calls, 
5 false calls, no injuries, 325 structures 
involved, and Rs 28 crore worth of prop-
erty saved.

The department conducted a total of 
4,889 fire service audits during the year, 
with monthly breakdowns as: January: 446 
audits, February: 441 audits, March: 453 
audits, April: 410 audits, May: 509 audits, 
June: 440 audits, July: 527 audits, August: 
494 audits, September: 333 audits, October: 
394 audits and November: 442 audits.

The Fire & Emergency Services Depart-
ment said it responded to 6,752 fire incidents 
from January to November 2024. These inci-
dents resulted in the injury of 23 fire service 
personnel during operations. KNO

J&K records total...
year, the highest deficiency was recorded 

at 91 per cent as the rainfall of only 8.7 mm 
was recorded in the first month of 2024.

However, the situation improved in the 
month of February when 108.4 mm rainfall 
was recorded, taking the deficiency for the 
month to only 17 per cent.

It is worth mentioning here that the previ-
ous winter season from December to Febru-
ary has seen a deficiency of 54 per cent.

The data shared by an independent 
weather forecaster, Faizan Arif Keng, had 
further revealed that the southwest mon-
soon season, from June to September, saw a 
rainfall of 408.5 mm against the normal pre-
cipitation of 549.1 mm, thereby recording 
a deficit rainfall of 26 per cent only during 
the four months of this year till September.

The data however, indicated that the 
month of August this year, saw a good rain-
fall as only a 2 per cent deficit was recorded 
in the eighth month of the year 2024.

Furthermore, the other three months 
including June, July and September record-
ed a deficit rainfall ranging 36 to 42 per cent.

The months of October and November 
this year saw a deficiency of 74 per cent 
and 69 per cent respectively, the data reads, 
adding that the overall shortage for the post-
monsoon period until November was 71 per 
cent.

Nonetheless, the post-monsoon rain-
fall shortage came down to 64 per cent in 
December due to the recent rainfall and 
snow spell.

According to the data, the ongoing month 
till December 29 has recorded a deficit rain-
fall of 58 per cent.

Earlier, the KNO had reported that Jammu 
and Kashmir recorded a deficit of 81 per cent 
from October to December 25, 2024.

From October 01 to December 25, 2024, 
Jammu and Kashmir has recorded a defi-
cit rainfall of 81 per cent as against the 
normal precipitation of 110.0 mm; the UT 
has recorded only 21.0 mm rainfall during 
the period.

However, the recent rain and snowfall 
has brought the deficiency down to a large 
extent. KNO

Achieve goal of...
for discussion during the meeting includ-

ed anti-terror operations and infiltration 
threats along the Line of Control (LoC).

Top security officials, according to the 
sources, briefed the Union Home Secretary 
about the counter-infiltration grid reinforce-
ment and coordination between security 
agencies.

He was also briefed about the prepara-
tions being made to ensure that upcoming 
Republic Day passes peacefully.  

The meeting which continued till late in 
the evening discussed strategies to counter 
infiltration attempts and strengthen anti-

terror operations in the Union Territory.
Pertinently, earlier this month Union 

Home Minister Amit Shah had chaired 
a high-level security meet on J&K in New 
Delhi.

The Union Home Minister had reiterated 
that in line with Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Zero Tolerance Policy against ter-
rorism, the goal of ‘Terror Free Jammu and 
Kashmir’ would be achieved at the earliest 
and all resources will be made available for 
this.

He had said that the PM Modi led govern-
ment, with the joint efforts of all security 
forces, is committed to establish complete 
dominance over terrorism in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

He had appreciated efforts of the security 
agencies for a significant decline in terrorist 
incidents, infiltration and recruitment of 
youth in terrorist organizations.

Shah had said that due to the sustained 
and coordinated efforts of the PM Modi led 
government, the ecosystem of terrorism in 
Jammu and Kashmir has almost ended.

UNION HOME SECRETARY TO CHAIR 
KEY MEETING TODAY

Meanwhile, the Union Home Secretary 
will chair a key meeting in Srinagar on Tues-
day to assess key flagship schemes funded 
by the Government of India.

The meeting, according to the sources, 
will also evaluate the progress of infrastruc-
ture and employment-driven projects, par-
ticularly those funded by the Centre. KNO

World Bank's Rs 1500 
Crore...

This extension is specifically focused on 
the completion of the LD Hospital in Sri-
nagar and the construction of four bridges," 
the letter states.

These works, according to documents, 
would have remained incomplete by the 
current closing date (December 31, 2024). 
These works notably include the Lal Ded 
Hospital, intended to serve as a tertiary care 
gynecological facility, and the construction 
of four bridges.

The extension was granted after the proj-
ect implementing entity, in its letter dated 
November 9, 2024, requested another 
20-month extension from the Department 
of Economic Affairs (DEA). The Government 
of India endorsed the request to extend the 
current project closing date from December 
31, 2024, until August 31, 2026.

The project's original closing date of June 
30, 2020, has undergone five extensions. 
In June 2020, the project was granted a 
one-year extension of the closing date until 
June 30, 2021. Additional extensions were 
granted in June 2021 (for 12 months until 
June 30, 2022), in June 2022 (for six months 
until December 31, 2022), in December 2022 
(for 12 months until December 31, 2023), 
and in December 2023 (for 12 months until 
December 31, 2024). KNO

No New Year celebrations...
Following his death, the Union govern-

ment announced 7-day national mourning 
with national flag to fly at half mast, while 
official functions and celebrations also been 
postponed during this period. KNO

Govt appoints Vitul Kumar...
upon superannuation of Anish Dayal 

Singh on Tuesday.
“The competent authority has approved 

to assign the officiating charge for the post 
of Director General, Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) to Shri Vitul Kumar, IPS 
(UP:93), Special Director General, Central 
Reserve Police Force upon superannuation 
of Shri Anish Dayal Singh, IPS (MA:88) on 
31.12.2024 till the appointment of a regular 
incumbent or until further orders, which-
ever is earlier,” the memorandum said.

J&K braces for...
on January 1st & 2nd, a feeble WD would 

affect J&K and under its influence, generally 
cloudy weather is expected with possibility 
of light Snow at scattered places during 1st 
evening or night to 2nd morning.

He added that from January 3-6, a moder-
ate WD would affect J&K and under its influ-
ence, generally cloudy weather is expected 
with possibility of light to moderate rain in 
plains of Jammu and snow at many places of 
J&K with peak activity on 4th & 5th January.

Meanwhile, in its advisory, the weather-
man has predicted cold wave at isolated 
places till tomorrow.

“In view of snowfall, sub-freezing temp & 
icy conditions over roads plains and higher 
reaches, the tourists, travelers and trans-
porters are advised to follow administra-
tion and traffic advisory,” it reads, adding 
that there is a possibility of heavy snow at 
isolated higher reaches during January 4th 
& 5th.

Furthermore, after the fresh snowfall, the 
night temperature continued to settle above 
the normal temperature in Srinagar and 
Kupwara. Srinagar, the summer capital of 
J&K, as per the details recorded a minimum 
temperature of minus 0.9 degree while Kup-
wara recorded a minimum temperature of 
0.1 degree.

However, the Gulmarg, a famous ski-
resort, recorded a low of minus 10.0 degree 
Celsius while Pahalgam, a famous tourist 
destination recorded a minimum tempera-
ture of minus 9.2 degree Celsius. Qazigund, 
a gateway of Kashmir, has recorded a low of 
minus 2.8 degree Celsius while Kokernag in 
South Kashmir recorded minus 2.1 degree 
Celsius. KNO

Lt Governor chairs...
and administrative importance to fur-

ther improve the overall functioning of the 
university.

The meeting accorded in-principle 
approval to various agenda items and pro-
posals including adoption and inclusion of 
several provisions as per the guidelines and 
notifications of UGC and National Education 
Policy 2020.

The Lieutenant Governor directed the 
University for regular revision of curricu-
lum and courses, besides introducing new 
courses in line with the emerging trends 
and needs of the modern-day world. The 
University should also give dedicated focus 
to promotion of local languages and culture 
of the region, he said.

He further asked the University to start 
a drive for faculty strengthening, filling up 
the vacant Teaching / Non-Teaching posts 
and resolving the promotion related mat-
ters under Career Advancement Scheme in 
fast-track mode.

The Lieutenant Governor also passed 
necessary directions to the university for 
streamlining the e-office and timely comple-
tion of ongoing projects.

On the occasion, members of the Coun-
cil congratulated the Vice Chancellor and 
faculty members and staff of University of 
Jammu for attaining the coveted A++ Grade 
from NAAC with an exceptional CGPA score 
of 3.72. and becoming the only A++ Univer-
sity in J&K UT.

The University Council also discussed the 
success of Design Your Own Degree under-
graduate programme.

Discussions were also held on streamlin-
ing the process of direct recruitments for 
various posts, onboarding of sports experts 
for effective implementation of Sports Policy 
of the University, Credit framework for 
Design Your Degree programme etc.

Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice Chancellor, Univer-
sity of Jammu presented a detailed report 
highlighting University’s thrust on research, 
skill development, Internships and Start 
Ups, experiential learning through major 
projects; path-breaking initiatives of the Uni-
versity including digital and environment 
friendly initiatives, and promoting trans-
disciplinary and holistic Education.

The chair was also briefed on the action 
taken on the directions passed during the 
previous meeting. KNO

Omission of holiday...
of the Lt Governor administration to abol-

ish holidays on Sheikh Mohammad Abdul-
lah's birthday and Martyrs’ Day on July 13 as 
an attempt to distort history.

Criticizing the move, Tarigami said, 
“Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah was a tow-
ering personality, and his contribution to 
the freedom struggle and empowerment 
of the people of J&K cannot be ignored. 
The empowerment of people we see today 
came through decisions like Land-to-Tiller 
without compensation, Education for All, 
and the empowerment of women, which 
resulted from that movement.”

“To downgrade such a towering personal-
ity is a distortion of history,” he added.

Tarigami said it is very unfortunate that 
July 13 and December 5 have been dropped 
from the list of holidays for the 2025 calen-
dar year. He said July 13 holds immense his-
torical significance for J&K, as it commemo-
rates the sacrifice of those who laid down 
their lives protesting against autocratic rule 
and advocating for human dignity.

“Similarly, December 5, Sheikh Sahib's 
birthday, is of great importance. Sheikh 
Sahib and his colleagues made great con-
tributions toward empowering people by 
democratizing society, implementing radi-
cal land reforms, introducing free educa-
tion, and empowering women as part of the 
Naya Kashmir manifesto,” he said. “Attempts 
to erase such pivotal milestones from our 

collective memory undermine the values 
they represent. Distorting history this way 
will serve no purpose.”

The CPI (M) leader said the attempt is 
being made to further divide people.  “By 
such decisions, the administration has 
insulted the people of Jammu and Kashmir. 
CPI(M) appeals to the people of Jammu, 
Kashmir, and Ladakh to unitedly resist such 
divisive policies of the central government,” 
he added. KNO

SMVD ropeway: Katra...
“They come here to play politics but have 

failed to secure the release of our loved 
ones.” She urged the Lieutenant Governor 
and the administration to intervene, saying 
some detainees have severe health condi-
tions requiring immediate attention.

The bandh, now in its sixth consecutive 
day, has brought the holy town to a stand-
still. All shops, restaurants, and businesses 
remained closed, and vehicular traffic was 
off the roads. The shutdown has disrupted 
life in one of the busiest pilgrimage hubs, 
with thousands of pilgrims arriving daily 
to visit the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi shrine. 
The number of devotees visiting the shrine 
has reportedly dropped due to the protests.

The Sangharsh Samiti announced the 
extension of the bandh till January 1, 2025, 
vowing to continue the fight against the gov-
ernment’s proposed ropeway project. “This 
is a battle for survival and dignity, and for 
ensuring that the traditional route to Mata’s 
shrine remains intact,” a Samiti spokesper-
son said.

He accused the government of worsen-
ing the situation by refusing to release the 
detainees or engage in meaningful dia-
logue. Meanwhile, five youths have been 
on a hunger strike since Wednesday night, 
demanding the release of the detained lead-
ers.

In a rare show of unity, BJP MLA Baldev 
Raj Sharma and former Congress minister 
Jugal Kishore Sharma shared the stage in 
support of the Sangharsh Samiti, setting 
aside their political differences. Their joint 
presence was seen as a symbolic gesture of 
solidarity for the ongoing agitation.

The proposed Rs 250-crore Vaishno Devi 
ropeway project, announced last month by 
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board, 
aims to connect Tarakote Marg to Sanji 
Chhat to facilitate access to the shrine for 
senior citizens, children and others who 
find it challenging to climb the 13-km track.

The Sangharsh Samiti, however, opposes 
the project, claiming it will affect the liveli-
hood of local residents and disrupt the sanc-
tity of the traditional pilgrimage route. KNO

84 Bn CRPF organizes 
“Fit India Cycle Rally” 
at Chatha Jammu
JI NEWS SERVICE
Jammu, Dec 30

As a nationwide fitness mission, Fit India 
Cycling, 84 Battalion has organized a 10 km 
long Cyclothon from Battalion Headquarters 
Chatha Jammu to SKAUST Chatha Jammu and 
back.

The Cyclothon was flagged off by N Ranbir 
Singh Commandant 84 Bn CRPF @ in presence 
of Suma K P DyCdt.

The event was participated by around40 
school students of R V Public Hakkal 
Chatha,The Seminary High School Chatha and 
Wazir JankiNath Memorial School Rani Bagh 
and CRPF personnel of 84 Bn. Avtar Singh 
Sarpanch Chatha, P P Singh a former Interna-
tional Hockey player and coach,  Surbi Sharma  
Principal Seminary High School Chatha, Advo-
cate Jasmeet Kour Pandey Principal R V Public 
School Chatha and Corporator Jammu Canton-
ment Board also attended the event.

While speaking during the flag off ceremo-
ny, Commandant 84 Bn emphasized the need 
for a Fit and Healthy society. The young stu-
dents, who are the future pillars of the nation, 
should make efforts to stay fit by taking up 
different physical activities. Cycling is a low-
impact, eco-friendly, fun and cheap activity 
that can be undertaken, by both young and 
old, on regular basis to stay healthy. The Sar-
panch and School principals thanked 84 Bn 
CRPF for organizing such positive activities for 
the school children of Chatha area.

04
jammu, december 31, 2024 TUESDAY
jindrah images news



MLA Arvind reviews GMC Jammu 
projects; asks hospital Admin, 
doctors to enhance patient care
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, Dec 30

Arvind Gupta, MLA Jammu 
West along with Dr Parn-
eesh Mahajan, senior BJP 
leader today conducted a 
comprehensive review of 
ongoing and completed 
projects at Government 
Medical College (GMC) 
Jammu, emphasizing the 
importance of efficient 
utilization of resources to 
enhance healthcare ser-
vices. He asked the hos-
pital administration and 
medical staff to prioritize 
patient care by improving 
infrastructure, streamlin-
ing services, and ensuring 
a compassionate approach 
toward those seeking treat-
ment.

During his visit, the 
MLA Arvind first exam-
ined the teaching sections 
of the Govt. Medical Col-
lege, Jammu including 
newly built Lecture Halls 
and Teaching Class Rooms. 
He visited the different sec-
tions of the hospital includ-
ing Patient’s Wards, Emer-
gency Section, ICU and 
other areas. He also taken 
round of the ongoing proj-

ects like Prof. RN Chorpa 
Nursing Home, construc-
tion of new shed in the 
Emergency Premises, 
black toping of the Govt. 
Medical College Complex, 
and other important proj-
ects.

Arvind appreciated the 
work being done by the 
Govt. Medical College, 
Jammu’s Administration 
and the Principal, Govt. 
Medical College, Jammu 
for their efforts in direc-
tion of better patient 
care. He directed the Civil 
Engineering Department 
to prepare a detailed esti-
mate for up-liftmen of the 
facade of Chopra Nurs-
ing Home to expedite the 
black topping of the Govt. 
Medical College Jammu 
Complex and other ongo-

ing projects. He also visited 
the surrounding including 
premises of Govt. Medi-
cal College, Jammu and 
directed the concerned 
Departments to start work 
for starting of the foot-
path on the road adjoin-
ing Govt. Medical College, 
Jammu and improvement 
of exit gate of the GMC, 
Jammu. He also directed 
traffic authorities to main-
tain traffic discipline out-
side the GMC premises for 
smooth functioning of the 
hospital.

Principal, GMC, Jammu 
acknowledged the visiting 
MLA regarding the work-
ing of the hospital staff 
various newly installed 
machinery and equip-
ment and extensions of 
GMC Hospital including 

Bone and Joint Hospital, 
Cancer Hospital, MCH 
Gandhinagar, Neonatol-
ogy Department at SMGS 
Hospital, Jammu, Services 
of the PET Scan in Jammu 
Region, Bio Safety Level-III 
Lab, Another installation 
of 03 Tesla MRI Machine, 
new initiatives being taken 
for the up-gradation and 
enhancement of equip-
ment’s in the Emergency 
Wing of the GMC Hospital, 
Jammu.

Later, the MLA also 
interacted with the 
patients, staff as well as 
doctors on duty and was 
satisfied with the treat-
ment and care being pro-
vided to the patients by 
the hospital authorities. 
He showed his satisfaction 
towards cleanliness, sani-
tation and beautification of 
the hospital.

Arvind Gupta also asked 
the Principal GMC to mini-
mize the presence of atten-
dants within the hospital 
premises, ensuring that 
doctors can focus more 
effectively on their duties 
and provide uninterrupted 
medical attention.

BJP Nowshera delegation meets LG
JI NEWS SERVICE
jammu, dec 30

A delegation of BJP leaders 
led by DDC member Smt 
Sangita Sharma and BJP 
Distt President Smt Neena 
Sharma, Senior BJP Lead-
ers from Nowshera includ-
ing Rakesh Raina, Preeti 
Gupta Mahila Morcha, Jag-
mohan Kour Ex Sarpanch, 
Om Parkash, Sardar Jagjit 
Singh Ji called on Lieuten-
ant Governor Shri Manoj 
Sinha.

The delegation dis-
cussed with the Lieutenant 
Governor various public 
important issues of Now-
shera constituency and 
problems faces by general 
public after formation of 
new Government and the 
problems being faced by 
the Common man. BJP 
Delegation requested for 
earlier Start of Classes of 
Degree Colleges at Lam-
beri, Completion of Rajal 

gravity irrigation canals; 
Inclusion of Punjabi subject 
in Higher Secondary School 
Nowshera and Higher Sec-
ondary School Qila Darhal , 
creation of separate Educa-
tional Zone for Seri, JB Bank 
Barnch at Bajabain, Sanc-
tion of PMGSY Road Ghai 
Upnas and other border 
areas of Nowshera Assem-
bly Constituency, Upgrada-
tion of High School Langer, 
Kheri Dharat and Dabber 
Potha, Upgradation of 
infrastructure if Seri Higer 
Secondary School, Seprate 
BDC Block for Narian Chin-
gus adjoining Panchayats.

Beside this delegation 
discussed and stressed 

upon the smooth function-
ing of PWD (R&B) depart-
ment and also requested 
for fair tendering process 
where recent violations 
have been observed and 
wrongs being done under 
political pressure. 

Hon'ble LG Sh. Manoj 
Sinha Ji assured the delega-
tion for proper implemen-
tation of rule of Law and 
also said the nine can vio-
lation the rules established 
and anyone found guilty 
shall face the Law under 
Criminal proceedings. 
Delegation also requested 
Hon'ble LG to make a visit 
of Nowshera border area in 
near future.

Bharat Bhushan inaugurates 
development works at Pyt Burn
JI NEWS SERVICE
Jammu, Dec 30

DDC Chairman Jammu, 
Bharat Bhushan Bodhi 
today inaugurated three 
significant development 
works under the DDC 
and PRI Components at 
Panchayat Barn, Tehsil 
Jammu. The projects are 
aimed at improving infra-
structure and promoting 
the well-being of the local 
community.

Among the key initia-
tives, the highlight was 
the commencement of the 
Protection Wall construc-
tion at the playground in 
Panchayat Barn. The devel-
opment of the ground will 
serve as an important step 
toward promoting sports 
and physical activities for 
the youth of the region.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the DDC Chairman 
emphasized the criti-
cal need to protect the 
youth from the rising 
drug menace. He said, 
"The rising challenge of 
drug addiction among our 
youth is a matter of grave 
concern. This playground 
will not only serve as a 
space for sports and physi-
cal activities but will also 
provide a safe and produc-
tive environment for the 
youth, steering them away 
from negative influences."

Bharat Bhushan also 
mentioned that the devel-

opment of the playground 
aligns with the objectives 
of the PM Modi’s "Khelo 
India" initiative, which 
seeks to engage and inspire 
young people in sports. 
"By creating facilities like 
this, we are fostering a cul-
ture of sportsmanship and 
helping our youth unlock 
their potential in various 
sporting disciplines," he 
added.

The DDC Chairman also 
expressed his gratitude 
to Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha for his con-
tinued commitment to 
the welfare of the youth 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
"Under the leadership of 
LG Sinha, the J&K adminis-
tration is dedicated to pro-
viding better opportuni-

ties and resources for the 
younger generation," said 
Bodhi. The inauguration 
ceremony was attended 
by several local officials, 
PRI members, and com-
munity representatives, all 
of whom expressed their 
support for the ongoing 
development initiatives in 
the region.

BJP commends govt decision for 
status quo in holiday list-2025
JI NEWS SERVICE
jammu, dec 30

In an official hand out 
issued by the Bharati-
ya Janata Party, it has 
appreciated the deci-
sion of the government 
to maintain status quo in 
the list of public holidays 
to be observed in the JK 
UT during 2025 issued 
by the General Admin-
istration Department. 
In a significant decision 
taken by the LG Adminis-
tration on 28 December 
2019, the two contro-
versial state holidays on 
July 13 and December 5 
were deleted from the 
list of public holidays to 
be observed in 2020. The 
practice has been con-
tinuing unchanged since 
then. The decision was 
widely welcome across 
the nation as these holi-
days were controversial 
and region specific. The 
restoration of these two 
holidays was included in 
its election manifesto by 
the National Conference. 
It was one of the many 
controversial commit-
ments made by the party. 
After forming the govern-
ment its many leaders 
and legislators including 
the party’s general secre-

tary had upped the ante 
making fervent appeals to 
the LG to declare Decem-
ber 5, 2024 as a public 
holiday but were ignored. 
It is also learnt that fur-
ther pressure was exert-
ed on the LG through 
submitting a cabinet 
proposal to the LG. “The 
firm stand taken by the 
LG and ignoring the paro-
chial demand is really 
praiseworthy,” stated Brig 
Anil Gupta, Spokesper-
son of the Party. “Both 
the holidays were mired 
in controversy and were 
thrust upon the people 
of the other two regions 
of the erstwhile state by 
the National Conference,” 
asserted Brig Gupta. Inci-
dentally, December 5 
was never a state holiday 
between 1948-1981 and 
was declared as a holi-
day to celebrate the birth 
anniversary of Sheikh 
Mohammed Abdullah 
after his death in 1982 by 
his son and successor Dr 
Farooq Abdullah. In fact, 
controversy surrounds 
the actual birth date of 
the Sheikh. According to 
MY Taing, a noted Kash-
miri historian and literary 
assistant of the Sheikh for 
writing latter’s autobiog-
raphy Aatish-e-Chinar, 

December 5 is not the 
actual birth date of the 
Sheikh. Even Sheikh has 
not mentioned Decem-
ber 5 as his birthdate 
in his autobiography. 
“What is the justification 
of December 5 as a state 
holiday when the Sheikh 
himself does not acknowl-
edge it as his birth date” 
exclaimed Brig Gupta!

Nothing can be more 
controversial and divi-
sive than celebrating July 
13 as a state holiday with 
full government support. 
While it was celebrated 
as Martyrs Day in Kash-
mir, it was celebrated as 
a Black Day by the Hindus 
in Jammu including the 
Kashmiri Pandits to pro-
test against plundering 
of their properties in 
Kashmir by members 
of the majority commu-
nity and also endanger-
ing their dignity, honour 
and lives. Historically, the 
events of that day divided 
the people on regional, 
religious and ideological 
basis. The divide contin-
ues to persist and has 
widened further due to 
the monolithic attitude of 
Kashmir based regional 
political parties.

Reacting sharply to 
the NC Spokesperson 

post on the X where he 
has termed the exclusion 
of these two holidays as 
“disregard to Kashmir’s 
history and democratic 
struggle,” Brig Gupta 
reminded the National 
Conference that it is 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
not Kashmir alone. The 
Raj Dharma demands the 
government to be fair and 
just to the sentiment and 
aspirations of the people 
of both the regions. The 
people of Jammu and 
their sentiments can not 
be ignored any more even 
if the government enjoyed 
brute majority. “It is high 
time that NC shuns the 
politics of exclusivity 
and embraces inclusivity 
by giving equal respect 
and status to the Dogra 
heritage and sentiments. 
Cosmetic statements and 
theatrics wouldn’t suffice. 
It also needs to apologise 
to the Kashmiri Hindu 
community for the atroci-
ties committed on them 
despite being the original 
inhabitants of the Valley. 
Rather than opening the 
old wounds, it should 
focus on their honour-
able and safe return to 
their abode.”

Randhawa visits Rajiv Nagar, urges 
people to stop dumping waste in Nallah

Sham Sharma, Mohan Lal holds 
public Darbar at BJP headquarters

JI NEWS SERVICE
Jammu, Dec 30

Senior BJP leader and 
MLA Bahu Constituency, 
Vikram Randhawa today 
conducted an extensive 
tour of Rajiv Nagar to 
assess the grievances of 
the local residents. The 
primary concern raised 
by the residents was the 
persistent issue of a gar-
bage-laden Nallah in the 
area, which poses a severe 
threat of overflow during 
the monsoon season. 

During the visit, MLA 
Randhawa observed the 
Nallah clogged with gar-
bage and construction 
waste. Expressing con-
cern over the situation, 
he questioned the ratio-

nale behind residents 
discarding waste in the 
Nallah despite the Jammu 
Municipal Corporation 
( JMC) vehicles visiting 
the area daily for garbage 
collection. "If this con-
tinues, the overflowing 
Nallah will lead to severe 
flooding during the rainy 
season," he stated.

Taking immediate 
action, MLA Randhawa 
directed the accompa-

nying officials to erect a 
six-foot fence along the 
Nallah to prevent resi-
dents from throwing gar-
bage and construction 
debris into it. He empha-
sized the need for collec-
tive responsibility, urging 
people to dispose of waste 
through proper channels 
and support the Adminis-
tration’s cleanliness initia-
tives. 

Randhawa also assured 

the people of Rajiv Nagar 
for the construction of a 
proper drainage system 
in the area to address 
waterlogging and sanita-
tion issues. He empha-
sized that this initiative 
would improve the overall 
infrastructure and quality 
of life for the residents, 
ensuring better manage-
ment of waste and pre-
venting future flooding.

Highlighting the BJP’s 
commitment to sustain-
able development and 
cleanliness, Randhawa 
said, "Clean surroundings 
are essential for a healthy 
life. It is the responsibil-
ity of every citizen to con-
tribute to Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan by ensuring 
proper waste disposal." 

JI NEWS SERVICE
jammu, dec 30

J&K BJP Vice-President & 
MLA Sham Lal Sharma, 
and MLA Mohan Lal Bhagat 
held a Public Darbar at 
party headquarters, Tri-
kuta Nagar, Jammu.

More than 30 deputa-
tions visited BJP headquar-
ters, to share their issues 
with the party's senior 
leaders.

3 dozen deputations 
visited the BJP headquar-
ters, Trikuta Nagar to 
share their development 
and personal issues with 
the senior party leaders for 
their proper disposal.

Among other issues, 
a deputation from Muthi 
Mehra, Akhnoor presented 
the issue of recruitment in 
J&K Police. A deputation 
from Raipur presented 
the issue of a link road 
near Mata Sati Bua Bhajanji 
Raipur. A deputation from 
Jadh, Akhnoor requested 
the issue of an Income/
OBC certificate. A deputa-
tion from Vikram Nagar, 
Sarwal presented the issue 
of damaged concrete road 

surface and iron gratings. 2 
deputations from Paloura 
Top & Pamposh Colony, 
Janipur requested the con-
struction of lane/drain. 3 
deputations from Karan 
Nagar, Trikuta Nagar & 
Gandhi Nagar presented 
the issue of street lights. 2 
deputations of Pandorian, 
Mishriwala & Barnai, 
Raipur presented the issue 
of repair of Lane/Drain. A 
deputation from Gandhi 
Nagar presented the issue 
of leaking UI pipes. A depu-
tation from Sohal, Akhnoor 
presented the issues of the 
Rehabilitation for Shops.

Sham Lal Sharma, while 
speaking on the occasion, 
said that the PM Narendra 
Modi-led Union Govern-
ment is committed to the 
welfare of the public in all 

spheres. BJP follows the 
principle of “Sabka Sath, 
Sabka Vikas” and is com-
mitted to addressing each 
and every problem faced 
by public. He said that BJP 
has chalked out a schedule 
to conduct Public Darbars 
on a regular basis where 
anybody can approach 
with the development or 
personal issues and the 
party leaders will make the 
utmost efforts to sort out 
the same.

Mohan Lal shared that 
many of the issues pre-
sented by the deputations 
were resolved on the spot 
while the written and oral 
communications with the 
concerned department 
officials were made for the 
rest issues for their prompt 
redressal.

Sheikh Abdullah 
had no positive 
contribution to 
J&K: Kavinder

JI NEWS SERVICE 
Jammu, Dec 30

Senior BJP leader and 
former Deputy Chief 
Minister, Kavinder Gupta 
today strongly criticized 
the National Confer-
ence’s demand for the 
restoration of the holiday 
on the birth anniversary 
of Sheikh Abdullah in 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Union Territory. 

In a statement issued 
here today, the BJP stal-
wart pointed out the gross 
discrimination that several 
communities, including 
Gorkhas, Valmikis and 
refugees had faced under 
the successive regimes of 
the National Conference 
over the past 65 years. 
He emphasized that these 
marginalized groups were 
deprived of basic rights 
and opportunities, par-
ticularly under the guise 
of Article 370, which kept 
them from enjoying equal 
privileges afforded to the 
rest of the country. He fur-
ther remarked that even 
their own community 
people like Gujjars and 
Paharis were also neglect-
ed and sidelined by the NC 
leadership.

Kavinder asserted that 
with the abrogation of 
Article 370 under Prime 
Minister Modi’s leader-
ship, every section of 
society in Jammu and 
Kashmir was now entitled 
to equal rights, ensuring 
that the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir irrespective 
of caste, colour or religion 
could avail themselves of 
the same benefits and 
opportunities as other cit-
izens across the country.

Kavinder criticized 
Sheikh Abdullah, stating 
that his actions had sepa-
rated Jammu and Kashmir 
from the rest of India, 
leading the people into 
decades of backwardness. 
He asserted that when 
Sardar Patel had suc-
cessfully integrated 562 
princely states into the 
Indian Union, why was the 
fate of Jammu and Kashmir 
decided solely by Jawahar-
lal Nehru, resulting in sev-
eral communities being 
deprived of their rightful 
due. He criticized Sheikh 
Abdullah for prioritizing 
his personal and political 
interests over the welfare 
of the people, leading to 
decades of discrimination 
and backwardness in the 
region.

The senior BJP leader 
called on the newly 
formed NC government 
to focus on addressing the 
pressing concerns of the 
common people, includ-
ing employment, health-
care, and infrastructure, 
rather than resurrecting 
outdated symbolic ges-
tures. He asked NC gov-
ernment to prioritize the 
welfare of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
take concrete steps toward 
solving the real challenges 
facing the region, fostering 
a brighter and more pros-
perous future for all.

Public Notice
I, Sat Pal S/o Krishan Lal, R/o Galwaday Chak, Tehsil 
Marh and District Jammu, am applying for registra-
tion of date of birth of my son, namely, Ritik Sharma 
R/o Galwaday Chak, Tehsil Marh, District Jammu as 
03.01.2009 at home, with the office of the Execu-
tive Magistrate, Marh. Objections if any may kindly 
be reported to the office of Executive Magistrate, 
Marh within a period of seven days from the date 
of publication of this notice.
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Winter Wonderland 
Returns to Jammu 
and Kashmir

Jammu and Kashmir is set to usher in the New 
Year with a picturesque blanket of snow, as 
back-to-back Western Disturbances (WDs) are 

predicted to bring moderate snowfall to the region 
between January 3 and 6. The forecast, shared 
by the Meteorological Department (MeT), comes 
in the wake of last week’s heavy snowfall, which 
temporarily paralyzed life in the Union Territory, 
closing roads and grounding flights. While this 
much-anticipated winter spectacle draws tourists 
to the region, it also demands preparedness to 
mitigate disruptions.

The Director of the MeT Department, Dr. 
Mukhtar Ahmad, has outlined the timeline for the 
upcoming WDs. A feeble disturbance is expected 
to brush past Jammu and Kashmir on January 1 
and 2, bringing cloudy weather and light snow 
in scattered areas. However, the main event will 
unfold between January 3 and 6, when a mod-
erate WD will likely bring widespread snow to 
higher altitudes and light to moderate rainfall to 
the plains. The heaviest activity is forecasted for 
January 4 and 5, with potential for heavy snowfall 
in isolated higher reaches.

This forecast builds anticipation for both resi-
dents and tourists, as the region’s snow-clad 
landscapes have long been a magnet for winter 
enthusiasts. Yet, the implications of such weather 
patterns extend beyond aesthetics and tourism.

Last week’s heavy snowfall underscored the 
challenges posed by harsh winter conditions in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Major roads were rendered 
impassable, and flight operations were suspended 
for two days, isolating communities and disrupt-
ing daily life. As temperatures continue to plum-
met—reaching lows of minus 10 degrees Celsius 
in Gulmarg and minus 9.2 degrees in Pahalgam—
residents must brace for icy roads and potential 
cold waves.

The MeT Department has already issued advi-
sories for travelers, transporters, and tourists, 
urging caution and adherence to traffic and admin-
istrative directives. The warnings are especially 
pertinent for those venturing into higher altitudes, 
where heavy snow is anticipated. These measures 
are critical to ensuring safety and maintaining 
connectivity in a region where winter weather 
can quickly turn hazardous.

The snow-draped vistas of Jammu and Kashmir 
evoke awe and wonder, reinforcing the region’s 
reputation as a premier winter destination. Gul-
marg’s ski slopes and Pahalgam’s serene beauty 
are testaments to nature’s artistry. Yet, these same 
conditions demand a balance between celebration 
and caution. Residents and visitors alike must 
prioritize safety, particularly on treacherous roads 
and in sub-zero conditions.

Moreover, this period calls for enhanced coordi-
nation among authorities to minimize disruptions. 
Ensuring the timely clearance of snow-covered 
roads, maintaining essential services, and pro-
viding support to isolated communities will be 
critical in managing the impact of these weather 
disturbances.

As Jammu and Kashmir prepares to ring in the 
New Year under a canopy of snow, the region 
stands poised to embrace both the challenges and 
opportunities of winter. The forecasted Western 
Disturbances serve as a reminder of nature’s dual-
ity—its power to inspire and disrupt. By combining 
vigilance with appreciation, the Union Territory 
can navigate the season’s beauty and adversity, 
reinforcing its resilience and allure as a winter 
wonderland.

The statesman and a gentleman
V K Bahuguna

As the country 
mourns the death of 
former Prime Minis-

ter Manmohan Singh who 
breathed his last on 26th 
December 2024 at the age 
of 92. The world leaders 
condone the death of a 
man who was a common 
man’s Prime Minister and 
a golden boy of destiny.

He ruled the nation for 
10 years after having suc-
cessfully dealt with the 
economic crisis of 1991 
when the then Prime 
Minister Narsimha Rao 
appointed him Finance 
Minister and the rest is 
history of dismantling the 
license raj and ushering in 
economic liberalization 
of the economy and the 
nation is grateful to him 
and the Narsimha Rao for 
opening up the economy 
of caged lion that is India 
the benefits of which the 
nation is reaping today. 
I write this article when 
the country’s politics 

is witnessing high con-
flicts and drama and the 
entire gamut of politicians 
coming from a background 
which is miles away from 
Dr Manmohan Singh’s aca-
demic background as most 
of the time the politicians 
are jostling with each other 
in the quest for power, 
position and money.

The fractured polity of 
India is the creation of pol-
itics of power and money 
which also seamlessly 
spreads across sectors of 
society and administra-
tion. Dr Manmohan Singh 
was born in Pakistan and 
came to India as a poor 
student but due to the 
sheer dent of his talent, 
perseverance and hard 
work obtained a scholar-
ship and attained high 
educational qualifications 
as an economist from the 
University of Cambridge 
and Oxford. As an acade-
mician and economist, 
he served the nation with 
dignity and aplomb as an 
officer and bureaucrat 

in the Planning Commis-
sion, Chief Economic Advi-
sor and Secretary in the 
Ministry of Environment, 
Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India, Chairman 
of the University Grant 
Commission and finally as 
politician member of Rajya 
Sabha for more than 30 
years and Prime Minister 
for 10 years.

The luck favours the 
brave as the saying goes 
and he had plenty of it.No 
Prime Minister in the 
past nor the near distant 
future is going to have such 
a background and rich 
profile as Dr Manmohan 
Singh has and with this, 
he has etched his name 
in the history of India. As 
such no academician or 
economist in India could 
hope to achieve the post 
of Prime Minister of India 
considering our varied 
polity and its nature. Most 
of the professionals end up 
on bureaucratic posts and 
some may occupy the con-
stitutional position of Pres-

ident or Vice-President 
of India or Governors. 
Sonia Gandhi will also be 
remembered for choosing 
him as Prime Minister of 
India after she was elected 
as leader of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party in the 
year 2004 and refused to 
hold the post considering 
opposition to her foreign 
origin.

The Indian masses spe-
cially educated elite and 
young brains aspiring to 
be great leaders in many 
fields including politics 
must take several lessons 
from the life of Dr Man-
mohan Singh. The first, he 

was talented and humble 
but more than that he 
had a very high emotional 
intelligence. 

These days lot of people 
in diverse fields end up 
failing even though they 
have high calibre, capabil-
ity, knowledge and intel-
ligence but lack emotional 
intelligence. It is the emo-
tional intelligence that 
frames the mental makeup 
of individuals reflected in 
their demeanour while 
dealing with people of 
diverse background and 
situations.

Second, he had an 
uncanny talent for perceiv-

ing things with poise and 
confidence coming his way 
and organizing his capabil-
ity most efficiently for the 
benefit of his organiza-
tions and ultimately for the 
country as Prime Minister 
of India and for his party. 
Many of our leaders in pol-
itics as also in bureaucracy 
lack poise and confidence 
and that results in making 
mistakes at crucial times. 
Third is how to handle 
provocative situations and 
when to be outspoken. 
This quality is essential 
while handling diversified 
issues with conflicting 
claims and counterclaims 
in both politics and admin-
istration. 

The fourth is to be silent 
like when Rahul Gandhi 
tore a proposed bill of his 
government publically, 
and act firm like a solid 
rock and take a decision 
to its logical end without 
any compromise.

The iron will he had 
shown when while sign-
ing the nuclear deal with 

America had shown his 
strong commitment and 
capability to carry his 
decision to its logical end 
even though the CPM with-
drew support for his gov-
ernment. His government 
was, however, bailed out 
by the Samajwadi party 
but it has shown his strong 
personality as a national 
leader while dealing with 
international diplomacy. 
This attitude is the hall-
mark of excellent leaders 
who can balance things 
considering what is best 
for the governance and the 
country.

The fifth lesson which 
is most important for 
today’s leaders is; that he 
was above favouritism, 
caste or religion and thus 
deftly handled his gov-
ernment with loyalty to 
his party leader and the 
country. However, some-
times the hangers-on in 
power especially in the 
bureaucracy do play mis-
chief as observed by this 
writer nevertheless, such 

things always happen with 
all powerful posts and 
people.

Though he was criti-
cised by the opposition he 
maintained his poise and 
firmly remained loyal to 
his way of doing things and 
because of his scholarly 
eloquence and demean-
ours he was respected 
by all world leaders who 
mattered in international 
diplomacy. Dr Manmohan 
Singh, the academician 
par excellence, achieved 
dazzling heights. Such 
personas are born in poli-
tics once in a century or 
not born at all. I hope the 
current politicians of his 
party and the budding pol-
iticians/social and admin-
istrative aspirants imbibe 
these virtues to become 
effective leaders of tomor-
row, which India needs 
today.

(The writer is the former 
Director-General in the 

Ministry of Environment 
and Forest, Government of 

India; views are personal) 

Reaching for the stars, ruining the earth
Nilantha Ilangamuwa

That was a harrowing 
near-miss. Trump 
endured an assas-

sination attempt, and 
the ensuing spectacle 
was nothing short of fan-
tastical. As he emerged, 
emboldened and defiant, 
a self-proclaimed martyr 
rallying Americans to 
"fight…fight…fight," the 
undercurrent of turmoil 
in the U.S. political sphere 
became irrefutable. Fol-
lowing the attack, respon-
sibility was squarely 
placed on the Secret Ser-
vice, prompting the res-
ignation of its chief, Kim-
berly Cheatle. However, 
the pivotal question is not 
about security oversights 
but rather the significance 
of his survival.

The fact that Trump has 
now emerged from such 
an ordeal only solidifies 
his centrality in Ameri-
can political discourse. 
His rhetoric will escalate 
to unprecedented levels 
of provocation, further 
inflaming a deeply divid-
ed nation. As January 20 
nears and he ascends to 
the presidency as the 47th 
leader, we must confront 
an uncomfortable truth: 
America is on the preci-
pice of a more ominous 
epoch. This is not merely 
about one man’s political 
endurance—it is about the 
disintegration of Ameri-
can society itself, driven 
to the brink by long-stand-
ing forces in motion.On 
the broader geopolitical 
stage, 2024 has been a 
year of unsettling recon-
figurations.

In Asia, China’s domi-
nance over Taiwan is 
undeniable, with global 

consensus growing that 
Beijing’s ambitions will 
not yield to Western 
opposition. For years, 
the U.S. has provoked 
China through military 
deployments and arms to 
Taiwan. Yet, China’s psy-
chological and economic 
warfare has shifted the 
global balance of power, 
eroding America's influ-
ence in the Pacific. Despite 
this, the U.S. persists, its 
foreign policy increas-
ingly marked by des-
peration and entrenched 
arrogance.Meanwhile, 
the war in Ukraine, now 
in its third year, serves 
as a painful reminder 
of the West’s misguided 
strategy of intervention. 
NATO’s resolve is dete-
riorating, and support 
for Kyiv is dwindling in 
many Western capitals 
as the economic cost of 
the war becomes more 
pronounced. Public disil-
lusionment with the con-
flict is palpable, yet the 
U.S. continues to allocate 
resources to a war with no 
clear resolution in sight.

The arms industry 
flourishes, and NATO’s 
failure to pursue a diplo-
matic resolution leaves a 
bitter aftertaste, as Russia, 
empowered by internal 
European divisions, press-
es its advantage. In 2024 
alone, the global arms 
trade reached a staggering 
$632 billion, with much of 
that revenue enriching 
manufacturers who profit 
from relentless destruc-
tion. The grim reality is 
that war has evolved into 
a lucrative enterprise, 
sustaining the military-
industrial complex while 
civilians bear the cost.

A similar dynamic is 

unfolding in West Asia, 
where Israel’s military 
actions against Palestine 
and Lebanon have extend-
ed into Syria by year’s end, 
driven by a voracious 
expansionist agenda, 
all under the protective 
mantle of U.S. support. 
The missile exchanges 
between Iran and Israel 
risk escalating into full-
scale warfare, with no 
resolution in sight.

Yet, the West remains 
obsessively focused on 
preserving its hegemonic 
power, blatantly disre-
garding the mounting 
humanitarian catastro-
phes. In parallel, the Arab 
world exposes its deep-
seated fragmentation, 
driven by centuries-old 
dogmas and self-serving 
political agendas, all of 
which continue to wreak 
havoc on the lives of mil-
lions of Muslims.

The situation in South 
Asia mirrors this instabil-
ity. With the re-election 
of Narendra Modi and the 
BJP, India is significantly 
expanding its global influ-
ence, even as internal 
crises—such as communal 
violence in the Northeast 
and Kashmir—continue 
to intensify, with the gov-
ernment blaming its neg-
ligence. India is poised to 
become the world’s third-
largest economy within 
five years, yet rising ten-
sions with the United 
States present an oppor-
tunity to reassess the 
true nature of America’s 
'Asia Pivot.' As tensions 
escalate in Pakistan and 
neighbouring Afghani-
stan, the region teeters on 
the brink of broader con-
flict. Political instability in 
Bangladesh, exacerbated 

by alleged U.S.-sponsored 
'people’s protests' that 
ousted Sheikh Hasina, and 
fragile politics in Nepal, 
which increasingly aligns 
with China, further fuel 
the growing unease.

Sri Lanka and the 
Maldives, after years of 
political turmoil, have 
found a degree of sta-
bility by year’s end. Sri 
Lanka, in particular, has 
experienced a remark-
able political shift, with 
a single party securing a 
supermajority in parlia-
ment, now populated by 
a wave of inexperienced 
young politicians.

While the Maldives 
continues to navigate its 
political challenges, South 
Asia—often dismissed as 
a 'dead regional idea'—
remains a crucial player 
in global geopolitics.
Meanwhile, in 2024, Africa 
boldly rejects colonial 
influence, with nations 
like Niger, Burkina Faso, 
Senegal, and Chad expel-
ling French forces and 
reclaiming sovereignty. 
Yet, the continent's vast 
resources fuel a neocolo-
nial scramble, exposing 
deep-rooted corruption 
and divisive leadership. 
Despite efforts to break 
free, Africa remains 
trapped by external 
exploitation and the greed 
of its elites, hindering true 
autonomy and progress.At 
the same time, the relent-
less march of artificial 
intelligence in 2024 high-
lights a more subtle threat: 
the obliteration of labour.

Entire industries, from 
retail to finance, have 
been disrupted by auto-
mation, leaving millions of 
workers displaced. In the 
U.S., unemployment rates 

hovered around 4.5% in 
2024, but these statistics 
scarcely reflect the many 
individuals who have been 
relegated to underemploy-
ment or excluded from the 
labour market entirely. 
Meanwhile, global projec-
tions suggest that job dis-
placement due to automa-
tion will increase by up to 
30% over the next decade. 
While the technocrats 
celebrate AI’s progress, 
millions are left behind. 
Simultaneously, the inte-
gration of AI into military 
systems raises the fright-
ening possibility of auton-
omous warfare, where 
human lives are subject to 
the whims of algorithms.

In 2024, climate change 
worsened, but leaders 
offered only empty words. 
The COP29 collapse high-
lighted the wealthiest 
nations’ evasion of respon-
sibility, leaving the vulner-
able to suffer while the 
crisis, fueled by inequal-
ity and unchecked indus-
trialisation, deepened. By 
2024, over 700 million 
people worldwide were 
living in extreme poverty, 
with hunger rates climb-
ing sharply due to both 
the economic pressures 
of conflict and climate-
related calamities.

For many, securing 
enough food to survive 
has become an increasing-
ly insurmountable strug-
gle.In space, the race for 
hegemony reached new 
heights, as the U.S., China, 
and private corporations 
competed for supremacy 
in the cosmos.

Yet, one must ques-
tion: why are such vast 
resources being allocated 
to space exploration when 
the world’s most press-

ing issues remain unad-
dressed? The billions 
being invested in Mars 
colonisation could be 
better used to address the 
problems on Earth, yet the 
Western obsession with 
space reflects a deeper 
sense of hubris.

Humanity looks to the 
stars but fails to confront 
the crises that are unfold-
ing on its soil.The year 
2024 will be remembered 
as one that exposed the 
profound contradictions 
of our age. The West-
ern world is at war with 
itself, consumed by politi-
cal divisions, economic 
inequality, and an inca-
pacity to respond to the 
genuine challenges of our 
time. The rise of popu-
lism, authoritarianism, 
and unchecked techno-
logical advancement por-
tends a future in which 
the divide between the 
rich and the poor widens, 
and the planet teeters on 
the brink of environmen-
tal collapse. In this envi-
ronment, the struggle for 
survival will no longer be 
merely political—it will be 
existential. We are increas-
ingly forfeiting our collec-
tive responsibility, con-
tinuing to vie for better 
accommodations in a sink-
ing vessel, fully aware that 
we are all doomed to sub-
merge. As we enter 2025, 
may we dare to confront 
the tumult of our times 
with the audacity to ques-
tion everything, forging 
a future that challenges 
the very forces seeking 
to dominate us. Wishing 
you a year of purpose and 
unity.
(The writer is a journalist 
and policy analyst. Views 

expressed are personal)

The Challenges of a Noble Profession
Sakshi Sethi

The teaching profes-
sion, often referred 
to as one of the 

noblest vocations, faces 
significant challenges in 
today’s world. As society 
evolves, so do the expec-
tations placed upon edu-
cators. Despite their piv-
otal role in shaping future 
generations, teachers 
grapple with numerous 
issues ranging from inad-
equate compensation to 
increased workloads and 
shifting societal dynamics. 
Addressing these challeng-
es is crucial towards ensur-
ing the sustainability and 
effectiveness of education 
systems worldwide.

Today, one of the most 
pressing issues for teach-
ers is the sheer volume of 

work they manage. Beyond 
classroom teaching, educa-
tors are tasked with lesson 
planning, grading, admin-
istrative duties, and even 
participating in extracur-
ricular activities. This 
workload which quite often 
extends beyond school 
hours, leaves little time for 
their family life or person-
al development. Even the 
pressure to meet standard-
ized testing benchmarks 
and adaptiveness to diverse 
student needs adds to their 
stress levels, contributing 
to burnout and high attri-
tion rates within the pro-
fession. Despite the critical 
importance of their role, 
many teachers feel under-
valued and underpaid. 
In numerous countries, 
teacher salaries lag behind 
those of other professions 

requiring similar levels of 
education and expertise.

This financial disparity 
not only affects their qual-
ity of life but also discour-
ages talented individuals 
from entering the profes-
sion. There is no denying 
that recognition for the 
hard work and dedica-
tion put up by a teacher is 
very limited which nowa-
days is diminishing their 
morale and job satisfac-
tion.The integration of 
technology into education 
has transformed teaching 
methodologies, requiring 
teachers to continually 
update their skills. While 
digital tools have enhanced 
learning experiences, they 
also demand significant 
effort from educators to 
adapt and implement 
effectively. The shift to 

online and hybrid learning 
models during the COVID-
19 pandemic underscored 
this challenge, highlight-
ing gaps in training and 
access to resources. Not 
only adaptations towards 
new learning models but 
another complexity that a 
teacher faces is classroom 
management.

With the advent of Gen 
Alpha, the role of a teacher 
has become increasingly 
complex as they now have 
to deal with a wide range 
of student behaviours 
and needs. Issues such as 
bullying, mental health 
challenges, and lack of 
discipline have increased 
enormously, and the abol-
ishment of corporal pun-
ishments requires educa-
tors to act as counsellors 
and mediators in addition 

to their teaching roles. 
At the same time, rising 
parental expectations and 
involvement have also cre-
ated added pressure, with 
some parents demanding 
individualized attention 
for their children.Despite 
so many challenges, there 
are multiple opportuni-
ties to improve the teach-
ing profession and sup-
port educators. Increased 
investment in education 
systems, including better 
salaries and benefits, can 
help attract and retain 
talented teachers. It is 
extremely important to 
know that teaching is the 
only profession that cre-
ates other professions.

Promoting a culture of 
respect and appreciation 
for teachers, by recogniz-
ing their contributions 

through awards, public 
acknowledgement, and 
meaningful feedback can 
boost morale and reaf-
firm their value to society. 
The challenges faced by 
teachers today are multi-
faceted and require com-
prehensive solutions. By 
addressing issues such as 
workload, compensation, 
and training, society can 
ensure that educators are 
equipped and motivated 
to excel in their roles. Sup-
porting teachers is not just 
an investment in their well-
being but in the future of 
the students they inspire 
and educate. It is impera-
tive to honour their dedica-
tion and create conditions 
that allow them to thrive, 
for the benefit of all.

(The writer is an educaor; 
views are personal)
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APAC region sees rise in demand 
for lab-grown meat: Report
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30

 The Asia-Pacific (APAC) 
region is seeing a rise 
in interest in cultured 
meat or lab-grown meat, 
according to a report on 
Monday.

Meat is an essential 
source of proteins, lipids, 
carbohydrates, and vita-
mins that the human body 
needs to meet its energy 
requirements.

Even as traditional 
animal farming techniques 
are becoming insufficient 
to meet the growing 
demand, cultivated meat 
has become a powerful 
protein substitute, said 
the report by GlobalData, 
a data and analytics com-
pany.

“APAC nations are 
exploring opportunities 
to produce cultured meat 
driven by technological 

advancements and grow-
ing consumer awareness 
of sustainable practices,” 
said Bynagari Susmitha, 
Consumer Analyst at 
Global Data.

This comes as the tra-
ditional method of raising 
livestock has been shown 
to raise serious environ-
mental problems like an 
increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions, scarcity of 
water, and overuse of land 

resources.
“It is believed that 

about three-quarters of 
agricultural land is used 
for animal husbandry, 
leaving very little space 
available for grain cultiva-
tion. Furthermore, meat 
production is responsible 
for a significant amount 
of greenhouse gas emis-
sions from the food indus-
try. Cultivated meat, also 
known as lab-grown meat, 

is sustainable as it has less 
environmental impact,” 
Susmitha said.

The report also point-
ed out a “clear shift in 
consumer preferences 
towards alternative pro-
tein sources”. This, 
Susmitha said, is leading 
to greater acceptance and 
adoption of cultured meat 
products.”

Susmitha noted Singa-
pore as the prime example 
of this cultural shift.

The country has used 
cultured meats to adapt to 
novel foods. And “it sees 
an opportunity to become 
a global leader by assisting 
both domestic and foreign 
businesses”, Susmitha 
said.

Further, the report cited 
GlobalData’s Q3 Consumer 
Survey of Asia and Austral-
asia, which showed that 
81 per cent of the 6,163 
respondents focus on sus-

tainable/environmentally 
friendly features when 
deciding to make a food 
and drink purchase.

“As the world fights the 
urgent need to address 
climate change, cultured 
meat or lab-grown meat 
minimises greenhouse 
gas emissions associated 
with conventional meat 
production, promotes 
ethical animal care, and 
also meets the growing 
need for food that is high 
in protein,” Susmitha said.

The report projected an 
increase in investments 
and legislation for cul-
tured meat technologies 
as countries in the APAC 
region aim to achieve their 
food security and sustain-
ability objectives.

“This will foster a com-
petitive market environ-
ment and drive scien-
tific breakthroughs in the 
region,” Susmitha said.

Regular eye check-ups in 40s key to 
preventing vision loss from glaucoma
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30

 Adults in their 40s must 
undergo regular eye check-
ups to prevent vision loss 
from glaucoma -- a chronic 
eye disease that can lead 
to vision loss and blind-
ness, said an ophthalmolo-
gist at All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), 
New Delhi.

Taking to social media 
platform X, Dr. Tanuj 
Dada, Professor of Oph-
thalmology and Head of 
Glaucoma Services at RP 
Centre for Ophthalmic 
Sciences, said that early 
detection of glaucoma, 
which often presents no 
symptoms, is crucial. If left 

undetected it can lead to 
vision loss and blindness.

“Glaucoma 'silent thief 
of sight' can cause irre-
versible vision loss if left 
undetected. If you have no 
symptoms and are above 
40 years of age, it is rec-

ommended that you get 
an eye check-up every two 
years,” Dada said.

He explained that glau-
coma or kala motia is a 
disease of the optic nerve 
of the eye, which is the 
number one cause of irre-

versible blindness in the 
world.

“Glaucoma is called 
the 'silent thief of vision,' 
because this disease often 
has no symptoms,” the 
expert said.

People at risk of devel-
oping glaucoma include 
those with “diabetes, 
hypertension, and any 
family member with glau-
coma”.

“People using steroids, 
creams, eye drops, tablets 
or inhalers or have had 
any eye injury are also at 
high risk of developing this 
disease,” the ophthalmolo-
gist said.

According to various 
independent studies, 
reports, and data from 

hospitals, glaucoma-relat-
ed blindness continues to 
rise in India due lack of 
awareness and delay in 
detection.

In many cases, about 90 
per cent time in India, the 
disease goes undetected.

He stressed the impor-
tance of regular eye check-
ups, early diagnosis, and 
effective management to 
safeguard vision for a life-
time.

“People with the risks 
must get annual eye check-
ups to rule out glaucoma. 
If you are above the age of 
60 years, an annual check-
up is required.

It is a must to prevent 
blindness from this dis-
ease,” Dada said.

Oestrogen may be promoting 
binge drinking in females: Study
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30

Ladies, blame your levels 
of oestrogen -- female sex 
hormone -- for making you 
binge on alcohol, accord-
ing to a preclinical study 
in mice on Monday.

Scientists at Weill Cor-
nell Medicine showed that 
the hormone oestrogen 
regulates binge drinking 
in females, causing them 
to “pregame” or binge. 
The study, published in 
the journal Nature Com-
munications, establishes 
that circulating oestrogen 
increases binge alcohol 
consumption in females 
and contributes to known 
sex differences in this 
behaviour.

“We know a lot less 
about what drives alco-
hol drinking behaviour 
in females because most 
studies of alcohol use have 
been done in males,” said 
senior author Dr. Kristen 
Pleil, Associate Professor 

of pharmacology at the 
varsity.

Yet recent studies indi-
cate that women have 
increased their heavy 
alcohol consumption more 
than men. This overindul-
gence is set to make them 
more susceptible to the 
negative health effects of 
alcohol than males, said 
Pleil.

“Many studies show 
this pattern of drinking 
enhances alcohol’s harm-
ful effects,” said the expert, 
noting that the find-
ings could lead to novel 
approaches for treating 
alcohol use disorder in 
women.

To assess oestrogen’s 
potential involvement, the 
team first monitored the 

hormone levels through-
out the oestrous cycle 
(similar to the menstrual 
cycle in women) of female 
mice and then served 
them alcohol.

The results showed that 
a high level of circulating 
oestrogen in women drives 
them to drink much more 
than on days when their 
oestrogen is low. This 
enhanced bingeing behav-
ior was reflected in height-
ened activity in those same 
neurons in the BNST -- a 
brain structure involved in 
the processing of reward, 
stress, and anxiety.

“When a female takes 
her first sip from the bottle 
containing alcohol, those 
neurons go crazy. And if 
she’s in a high-oestrogen 
state, they go even crazier,” 
Pleil explained, adding that 
that extra boost of neural 
activity means the mice hit 
the bottle even harder, par-
ticularly within the first 30 
minutes after the alcohol 
was made available.

India's economy, banks in robust health: RBI
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30 

The Indian economy and 
the domestic financial 
system are underpinned 
by strong macroeconomic 
fundamentals, healthy bal-
ance sheets of banks and 
non-banks with returns 
on assets at decadal 
highs, according to the RBI 
financial stability report 
released on Monday.

"The Indian economy is 
exhibiting steady growth, 
underpinned by solid mac-
roeconomic fundamen-
tals and strong domestic 
growth drivers," the report 
states.

The soundness of sched-
uled commercial banks 
(SCBs) has been bolstered 
by strong profitability, 
declining non-performing 
assets and adequate capi-
tal and liquidity buffers. 
Return on assets (RoA) 
and return on equity (RoE) 
are at decadal highs while 
the gross non-performing 
asset (GNPA) ratio has 
fallen to a multi-year low, 
the report states.

Macro stress tests dem-
onstrate that most banks 
have adequate capital buf-
fers relative to the regula-
tory minimum even under 
adverse stress scenarios. 
Stress tests also validate 
the resilience of mutual 
funds and clearing corpo-
rations.

Non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFCs) 
remain healthy with siz-
able capital buffers, robust 
interest margins and earn-

ings and improving asset 
quality.

The consolidated sol-
vency ratio of the insur-
ance sector also remains 
above the minimum 
threshold limit, the report 
points out.

It also observes that the 
global economy and the 
financial system remain 
resilient despite height-
ened uncertainty.

While near-term risks 
have receded, vulnerabili-

ties such as stretched asset 
valuations, high public 
debt, prolonged geopoliti-
cal conflicts and risks from 
emerging technologies 
pose medium-term risks 
to financial stability.

The domestic financial 
system is demonstrating 
resilience, supported by 
healthy balance sheets of 
banks and non-banks, and 
fortified by strong capital 
buffers, robust earnings 
and improving asset qual-

ity.
Vulnerabilities in the 

form of stretched equity 
valuations, pockets of 
stress in the microfinance 
and consumer credit seg-
ments and risks from 
external spillovers require 
close monitoring, the RBI 
report added.

Domestic regulatory ini-
tiatives continue to focus 
on reinforcing the safety 
and resilience of the finan-
cial system. Efforts have 
been focused on strength-
ening the resilience of 
financial intermediaries 
and market infrastructure, 
with emphasis on cyber 
resilience, fraud preven-
tion and customer protec-
tion, the report said.

Global regulatory ini-
tiatives have concentrated 
on mitigating risks aris-
ing from technological 
advancements, cyber secu-
rity threats and third-party 
dependencies. Addressing 
vulnerabilities in non-bank 
financial intermediaries 
and cross-border payment 
systems remain priorities, 
the report added.

Fearing backlash, CPI-M dumps naming Health Minister 
Veena George as first woman district party Secretary

AGENCIES
Pathanamthitta (Kerala), 
Dec 30 

With Kerala CPI-M's organ-
isational polls currently 
underway, the prospect 
of the first party woman 
district Secretary failed 
to materialise on Monday 
amid speculations that 
state Health Minister 
Veena George might 
be named for Pathana-
mthitta district, but fear-
ing a backlash, senior 
party leaders decided to 
appoint veteran former 
legislator Raju Abraham 
to the post instead. In 
the last six decades, the 
CPI-M in Kerala has had 
no woman Chief Minister, 
or a state chief, and and 
not a single woman leader 
has even served as party 
district Secretary in any of 
the present-day 14 district 
committees. Thus, it has 
been coming under fire 
over poor representation 
of women in the party’s 
internal framework.

Journalist-turned-two-

time CPI-M legislator 
George is a protege of 
the power Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and eye-
brows were raised when 
after winning a second 
successive term, he opted 
for her as Health Minister 
and did not retain outgo-
ing Minister K.K. Shailaja 
who had won accolades 
for her work during the 
Covid pandemic.

On Monday when it 
came to selecting the 
new Pathanamthitta dis-
trict secretary and a new 
district committee, even 
though Vijayan and the 
top party bosses pre-
ferred to bring in George, 
they, after getting a feel 
that if the move goes to 

the ballot, then she might 
lose, decided not to back 
her and Abraham was 
unanimously selected as 
the new Pathanamthitta 
district CPI-M Secretary.

Abraham who has a 
huge following in the 
district and has been the 
legislator from the Ranni 
assembly constituency 
from 1996 till 2021, does 
not fall into the good 
books of Vijayan and 
that was one reason he 
was not given the chance 
to contest the April Lok 
Sabha elections from the 
Pathanamthitta Lok Sabha 
constituency.

Earlier, veteran woman 
leader and former min-
ister J. Mercykutty, who 
served in the 2016-21 Pina-
rayi Vijayan cabinet, was 
billed for the post of dis-
trict Secretary in Kollam, 
but, at the last minute, 
this failed to happen when 
the decision came that the 
incumbent district secre-
tary was chosen to contin-
ue for a second three-year 
term.

ER organises training session to ensure safer, healthier food at railway stations
AGENCIES
Kolkata, Dec 30 

Food served at stations 
and other railway estab-
lishments is on its way 
towards becoming safer 
and healthier with East-
ern Railway (ER) hosting 
a comprehensive Food 
Safety Training and Certi-
fication (FoSTaC) session 
on Saturday. This is part of 
the nationwide 'Eat Right 
Campus and Station' initia-

tive led by the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority 
of India (FSSAI).

"The medical depart-
ment of ER has taken sig-
nificant strides towards 
enhancing food safety and 
promoting healthier eating 
habits in its railway juris-
diction. In a move aimed at 
fostering safe, healthy, and 
sustainable food practices, 
the FoSTaC session was 
conducted at the office of 
the Joint Food Safety Com-

missioner at Old Koilaghat 
Building in Kolkata," said 
Kausik Mitra, CPRO, ER.

The session was attend-
ed by senior officials from 
ER and IRCTC, including 
Dr Anupam Sett, addition-
al chief medical director; 
Dr Sanghamitra Chatter-
jee, additional chief medi-
cal superintendent, ER; 
Manoj Kumar Singh, chief 
general manager, IRCTC, 
Eastern Zone and others. 
It was conducted by Prof 

Deborshi De, a leading 
food safety expert and rep-
resentative of Parikshan, 
FSSAI’s training partner.

"The full-day workshop 
focused on equipping 
Food Business Operators 
(FBOs) and food handlers 
from various key stations 
and establishments under 
ER, including the General 
Manager's Staff Canteen, 
B R Singh Hospital, and 
the Kolkata, Baharampore 
Court and Murshidabad 

stations, with essential 
knowledge and certifica-
tion in food safety prac-
tices," Mitra said.

"The ‘Eat Right Campus’ 
and ‘Eat Right Station’ 
initiatives, launched by 
FSSAI, aim to improve 
the overall health of the 
public by promoting safe, 
nutritious, and environ-
mentally sustainable food 
choices. These initiatives 
are designed to be imple-
mented across campuses, 

workplaces, hospitals, and 
railway stations, targeting 
a wide range of stakehold-
ers, including food han-
dlers, business operators, 
and consumers. 

The overarching goal is 
to ensure the health and 
well-being of individuals 
while also fostering the 
social and economic devel-
opment of the nation," he 
added.

The FoSTaC training ses-
sion covered a wide array 

of topics, including food 
safety regulations, hygiene 
practices, waste manage-
ment, and the importance 
of promoting healthy and 
sustainable food. The pro-
gramme aims to empow-
er food handlers with 
the skills and knowledge 
needed to meet FSSAI’s 
high standards of food 
safety and to support the 
vision of an "Eat Right" 
nation.

FSSAI is a statutory 

body under the Ministry 
of Health and Family Wel-
fare, Government of India, 
responsible for regulating 
and overseeing food safety 
and standards in the coun-
try.

Through initiatives like 
'Eat Right Campus' and 
'Eat Right Station', FSSAI 
aims to create awareness 
about safe and healthy 
food choices and encour-
age responsible food              
consumption.

Scientists in Guwahati make breakthrough, 
fabricate Lysozyme bilayers at room temperature
AGENCIES
New Delhi, DEC 30

Scientists from the Insti-
tute of Advanced Study 
in Science and Technol-
ogy (IASST) in Guwahati 
have successfully fabricat-
ed lysozyme bilayers on 
hydrophilic and hydropho-
bic silicon surfaces at room 
temperature. This break-
through mimics the natu-
ral protein adsorption pro-
cess found in living organ-
isms, offering valuable 
insights into ion-mediated 
protein interactions on 
implants and biomaterials, 
a PIB press release stated. 
Lysozyme, a well-studied 
model protein present in 
human tears, sweat, milk, 
and saliva, contains four 
disulfide bonds. Ions, on 

the other hand, play a cru-
cial role in various biologi-
cal processes, including 
regulating electrochemical 
potential, fluid-electrolyte 
balance, and muscle con-
traction. When implants 
are introduced into the 
body, ion-mediated pro-
tein-surface interactions 
inevitably occur. The IASST 
research team, led by Dr. 
Sarathi Kundu, along with 
Mr. Sanu Sarkar & Dr. Aditi 
Saikia, focused on fabricat-
ing lysozyme bilayers in 
the presence of monova-
lent (Na+), divalent (Ca2+), 
and trivalent (Y3+) ions. 
This resulted in ion-medi-
ated lysozyme adsorption, 
closely resembling the bio-
logical adsorption of pro-
teins in living organisms.

The lysozyme bilayer 

structure comprised a 
bottom layer of lysozyme 
molecules oriented side-on 
and an upper layer with 
molecules tilted or side-
on. The team elucidated 
the mechanism behind the 
stabilization of these bilay-
ers on the silicon surface, 
attributing it to modified 
hydrogen bonding, hydro-
phobic interactions, and 
electrostatic interactions 
within the ionic atmo-
sphere. The study revealed 
that lysozyme-lysozyme 
interactions compete 
with lysozyme-surface 
interactions, leading to 
protein adsorption in its 
native globular form on 
the hydrophilic surface & 
a slightly elongated struc-
ture on the hydrophobic 
surface.
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India’s defence production poised to 
clock 20 pc annual growth in FY 2024-29
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

 On the back of robust 
government reforms and 
increasing private sector 
participation, India’s 
defence sector produc-
tion is set to grow at a com-
pound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of around 20 per 
cent during FY24-FY29, 
according to a report 
released on Monday.

Indian defence sector 
companies are set to 
further enhance the 
country’s defence capa-
bilities, reduce import 
dependence, and elevate 
its global stature, the 
CareEdge Ratings report 
stated.

The collaboration 
between government and 
private sector entities in 
India’s defence sector has 
driven advancements in 
arms and ammunition, 
aerospace, electronics, 
and naval technologies.

Private sector entities, 
both domestic and mul-
tinational, are expected 

to play a pivotal role in 
advancing defence mod-
ernisation, leveraging 
their engineering and 
technological expertise, 
the report observed.

This collaboration has 
been supported by poli-
cies such as ‘Make in India’ 
and liberalised FDI norms, 
which have enhanced 
domestic manufactur-
ing capabilities, attracted 
international investments 
in defence innovation and 

driven notable growth in 
exports of military equip-
ment, the report pointed 
out.

In recent years, India's 
defence budget has con-
sistently ranged between 
1.90 to 2.8 per cent of its 
gross domestic product 
(GDP).

For the fiscal year 2024-
25, a substantial allocation 
of Rs 6.22 lakh crore has 
been dedicated for the 
defence sector.

Furthermore, India has 
set an ambitious annual 
defence production outlay 
of Rs 1.75 lakh crore for 
FY25 which is expected to 
grow at a CAGR of around 
20 per cent to Rs 3 lakh 
crore (as per Ministry of 
Defence) by FY29, under-
scoring its commitment 
to becoming a self-reliant 
defence powerhouse, the 
report noted.

Historically, India has 
been a net importer of 

defence equipment, heav-
ily relying on foreign sup-
pliers to meet its critical 
military needs. 

However, concerted 
efforts to promote indig-
enous defence manufac-
turing and technology 
development, supported 
by policy reforms such as 
the ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive, are bringing about a 
gradual shift.

Over the last six years 
ending FY24, Indian 
defence exports have 
grown at a healthy CAGR 
of approximately 28 per 
cent.

CareEdge Ratings antici-
pated that India’s defence 
exports will grow in 
tandem with government 
spending in the sector at 
an estimated rate of about 
19 per cent during the next 
5 years (i.e. from FY24 to 
FY29) on a more extensive 
base.

India’s defence exports 
include various products, 
such as aircraft, naval sys-
tems, missile technology, 
and military hardware.

Year Ender: Mahayuti's 2024 jackpot hits MVA hard, Fadnavis govt readies to overcome challenges
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30 

The Mahayuti comprising 
BJP, Shiv Sena and NCP 
hit the jackpot in 2024 
reporting a landslide vic-
tory in the Maharashtra 
Assembly elections after 
a dismal performance in 
the Lok Sabha polls. BJP 
not only succeeded in 
asserting its big brother 
role in the grand alliance 
but also getting the chief 
minister’s post which it 
had sacrificed in June 2022 
for Eknath Shinde after he 
staged a rebellion against 
Uddhav Thackeray.

The Maha Vikas Aghadi, 
which had outsmarted 
the MahaYuti in the Lok 
Sabha elections, met with 
a complete washout in the 
Assembly elections. MVA 
now faces an acid chal-
lenge to keep the alliance 
relevant and more impor-
tantly, its constituents -- 
Congress, Shiv Sena UBT 
and NCP(SP) -- to keep 
their respective flock 
together while pursuing 
efforts for revival in the 
next five years.

Mahayuti not only 
weathered the anti-
incumbency factor but 
also worked cohesively to 
turn odds into opportunity 
by putting up a massive 
show of unity. BJP after 
the dismal performance in 
the Lok Sabha elections, 
tweaked its strategy for the 
Assembly polls by making 
sure that with allies, Shiv 
Sena and NCP, it would 
regain power in Maharash-

tra which continues to be 
a leading state known for 
its vibrancy and leader-
ship in political, financial 
and social sectors with 
a progressive and prag-
matic status. RSS, which 
was silent during the gen-
eral elections, swung into 
action and pulled out its 
organisational network 
to help the BJP not only 
emerge as the single largest 
party but also get a thump-
ing win for the Mahayuti. 
BJP will make all efforts 
to achieve its ambitious 
'Shat Pratishat (winning 
power on its own)' in the 
2029 elections as already 
announced by Home Min-
ister Amit Shah during the 
Assembly poll campaign.

On the other hand, 
despite winning more 
seats in the Lok Sabha 
elections, the MVA failed 
to create the same magic 
in the Assembly elections 
majorly due to egos, inter-
nal disputes, lack of a for-
midable and convincing 
roadmap for the voters and 
above all failure to tweak 
its poll strategy consider-
ing the conflict among var-
ious castes and communi-
ties. Congress, despite loss 
in the Haryana Assembly 
elections after a humiliat-
ing defeat, failed to show 
maturity in working with 
allies, taking various castes 
and communities into 
confidence and leading 
from the front of the MVA 
against the mighty BJP and 
its allies. MVA thereby lost 
its opportunity to oust 
Mahayuti.

Despite financial dis-
tress in agriculture, espe-
cially, due to the rising 
mismatch between the 
cost of production and 
market prices of cotton 
and soybean, burgeoning 
cases of farmers' suicides, 
unrest over reservations 
in the Maratha, OBC and 
Dhangar communities and 
spate of crimes against 
women and delicate state 
of Maharashtra’s finances, 
MVA failed to score a vic-
tory over Mahayuti. On 
its part, Mahayuti played 
its cards well by launch-
ing a slew of welfare and 
development schemes, 
including the much-debat-
ed Ladki Bahin Yojana 
and implemented them 
through military-like preci-
sion planning. BJP’s move 
to reach out to various 
castes and communities 
from OBC by organising 
over 350 meetings and also 
to take the Hindu Dalits 
into confidence, especially 
after the Supreme Court’s 

order which ruled that 
states are constitutionally 
empowered to make sub-
classifications within the 
Scheduled Castes.

BJP in particular suc-
ceeded in the consolida-
tion of OBCs while reaf-
firming its commitment to 
the Maratha reservation. 
This is despite violent and 
strong protests by the 
activists pressing for the 
reservation for Marathas, 
OBCs and Dhangars. Pro-
Maratha activist Manoj 
Jarange Patil factor had 
worked in favour of MVA 
in general elections but it 
did not come to MVA’s help 
in the Assembly elections. 
Mahayuti still faces an acid 
test to address the conten-
tious reservation issue as 
Jarange-Patil has already 
announced to launch a 
fresh protest while OBCs 
after the denial of minis-
terial berth to Chhagan 
Bhujbal are up in the arms 
declaring that they would 
not allow encroachment 

in their reservation quota. 
Mahayuti will have to trade 
its path cautiously.

The rape and molesta-
tion of two minor girls in 
the private school in Bad-
lapur from Thane district 
shook the state. Opposi-
tion and various organisa-
tions staged protests blam-
ing the Mahayuti govern-
ment for deteriorating law 
and order.

 The opposition also 
cried foul over the encoun-
ter of the main accused in 
the Badlapur rape inci-
dent, but the Mahayuti 
strongly defended the 
police action citing it was 
done after the accused 
had attacked the police 
party. Ironically, the crime 
against women did not 
get enough prominence 
during the poll campaign, 
especially after the then 
Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde had promised 
stern action against those 
involved in such incidents. 
The Mahayuti government 

will have to ensure that it 
is committed to curbing 
crimes against women by 
strict implementation of 
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita in 
true letter and spirit, espe-
cially after the Centre has 
sought its opinion about 
the necessity of Shakti Act 
to deal with such crimes.

The collapse of the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-
raj statue at Malvan in the 
coastal Sindhudurg dis-
trict gave ammunition to 
opposition to target the 
Mahayuti over alleged 
corruption and haste in 
awarding the contract. 
However, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi did not 
waste time but tendered 
an apology reiterating that 
Chhatrapati Shivaji is their 
ideal. Opposition failed 
to keep the issue alive 
during the poll campaign. 
Although Shiv Sena(UBT) 
chief Uddhav Thackeray 
promised the construc-
tion of the Chhatrapati 
Shivaji temple in every 
district, it did not click 
with the voters. Ironically, 
the opposition could not 
properly flag off Marathi 
Asmita (Martin Pride) with 
the voters.

The Mahayuti’s freebies 
and populist slogans yield-
ed positive results as the 
beneficiaries overwhelm-
ingly extended their sup-
port. The Mahayuti despite 
the opposition’s criticism 
was able to successfully 
play up the welfare eco-
nomics in tune with its 
political agenda.

Although MVA had 

promised monthly aid 
of Rs 2,100 to eligible 
women and free rides in 
state transport buses, it 
did not work as 2.34 crore 
women beneficiaries had 
already received Rs 7,500 
(Rs 1,500 per month) for 
July-November. To address 
the unemployment and 
lack of necessary skill sets 
among youth, the Maha-
yuti launched the train-
ing programme with a 
monthly stipend that also 
helped to win the young 
and first-time voters. MVA 
had promised a monthly 
allowance of RS 4,000 
to the educated unem-
ployed but it remained 
merely a promise while 
the youth had benefited 
from the Mahayuti’s train-
ing scheme.

Even though the hand-
outs and ‘revadis’ have 
helped Mahayuti with its 
big victory, it has put up an 
added burden on the state 
economy. 

The fiscal deficit has 
already crossed Rs 2.30 
lakh crore while the public 
debt is expected to be Rs 
8 lakh crore plus leaving 
limited room for capital 
expenditure and raising 
funds from the markets. 
Opposition is claiming 
that some of the welfare 
schemes, including Ladki 
Bahin Yojana, will be 
either closed or the fund-
ing will be reduced.

 However, Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis and his 
two deputies have reiter-
ated that the state is quite 
capable of continuing 

these schemes, reassur-
ing that the government 
will make all efforts to 
maintain fiscal manage-
ment and fiscal prudence. 
Despite that, the state gov-
ernment will have to strive 
to mobilise additional 
resources while pursuing 
its ambition of Maharash-
tra achieving a $1 trillion 
economy by 2028.

Despite a bumpy road 
ahead, Maharashtra con-
tinues to be the most 
favoured investment des-
tination in the country. 
Maharashtra has topped 
in getting FDI in two con-
secutive years 2023-24 and 
2024-25. 

The state topped the 
country in foreign direct 
investment with Rs 
1,25,101 crore in 2023-24 
and it again topped in the 
first two quarters, from 
April to September of this 
year 2024-25 with FDI of 
Rs1,13,236 crore, which is 
more than 90 per cent of 
last year’s total FDI. The 
state is a preferred destina-
tion for FDI.

The government will 
have to actively pursue 
fast-track development of 
infrastructure, including 
roads, highways, sea links, 
metro and various other 
projects such as river link-
ing and water grid of over 
Rs 5 lakh crore. Besides, 
it needs to take due steps 
for achieving the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region’s 
turnover to become $300 
billion by 2030 from the 
present level of $140                  
billion.

Budget 2025-26: CII seeks cut in income tax, 3-tier Customs duty to spur growth
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30

 Apex business chamber 
CII on Monday urged 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman to reduce per-
sonal income tax for indi-
viduals earning up to Rs 
20 lakh per annum, intro-
duce a three-tier customs 
duty structure with higher 
tariffs on finished goods 
and go for a 25 per cent 
increase in government 
capex in the Union Budget 
2025-26 to spur growth in 
the economy.

At a meeting held here 
with the Finance Minis-
ter in the run-up to the 
Budget, CII president 
Sanjiv Puri CII suggested 
the adoption of a 3-tier 
customs tariff structure 
with rates of inputs at 0 - 
2.5 per cent, intermediates 
at 2.5 - 5.0 per cent, and 
final goods at 7.5 per cent 

over a period of time, with 
certain exceptions.

CII also underlined the 
need to build on the suc-
cess in manufacturing 
in certain sectors, with 
similar targeted interven-
tions for sectors, that can 
create large-scale employ-
ment, like readymade 
garments, footwear, 
furniture, tourism, real 
estate and construction. 
CII said FTAs with coun-
tries like the EU and the 
UK should be expedited 

and lower duties should 
be levied on imports of 
raw materials like cotton. 
The introduction of Next 
Gen reforms, particularly 
Labour reforms would go a 
long way in unlocking the 
potential of such labour-
intensive sectors, accord-
ing to the CII presentation.

CII emphasised the need 
for a continued increase in 
the government’s capex 
spending by 25 per cent 
over the Rs 11.1 lakh crore 
budget for FY 25, with an 

enhanced focus on rural 
infrastructure which 
would have a multiplier 
effect on the economy and 
spur growth.

CII further emphasised 
the need to develop an 
integrated foreign trade, 
investment and industrial 
policy. An expert group 
under the Finance Minis-
ter’s leadership could be 
constituted with industry 
participation to draft the 
policy, the chamber said.

The CII presentation 
favours a fiscal deficit at 
4.5 per cent for FY26 as a 
sharper contraction could 
impact demand.

Debt targeting from 
FY27, with a glide path to 
bring the Central govern-
ment’s debt to below 50 
per cent of GDP by 2030-
31. This is likely to have a 
positive impact on India’s 
sovereign credit rating and 
interest rates, the CII pre-

sentation states.
Various measures to 

boost consumption sug-
gested by CII include a 
reduction in excise duty 
on fuel to reduce overall 
inflation and boost dispos-
able incomes. Reducing 
marginal tax rates for per-
sonal income up to Rs 20 
lakh per annum to trigger 
the virtuous cycle of con-
sumption, higher growth 
and higher tax revenue.

The CII presentation 
also favours the divest-
ment of government stakes 
in select PSEs to retain 51 
per cent to unlock about 
Rs 10 lakh crore which 
could be utilised for -- 
enhancing public capex, 
retiring government debt, 
and setting up a Sovereign 
Wealth Fund for investing 
in strategic assets over-
seas towards acquiring                    
critical technologies and 
minerals.

As AAP, BJP trade barbs over voters’ list, EC 
to publish final Delhi electoral rolls on Jan 6
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30 

While the ruling Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) and 
Opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) engage 
in a war of words, accusing 
each other of manipulat-
ing the voters’ list ahead 
of the imminent Assembly 
elections, the Chief Elec-
toral Office (Delhi) is set to 
'settle' the controversy by 
publishing the final list of 
electoral rolls, early next 
month.

Sharing information 
about registration of new 
voters, the Electoral office 
said that since November 
28 this year, about 4.8 lakh 
forms have been received 
for New Voter Registra-
tions and the final Electoral 
rolls would be published 
on January 6, 2025.

The battle for Delhi has 
heated up recently, with 
both AAP and BJP upping 
the ante against each other.

The AAP has accused the 
BJP of conniving with EC 
officials to get the names 
of voters in its strongholds 
deleted from the voters’ 
list while the BJP claims 

that the AAP government 
has been ‘nurturing’ 
Rohingyas as its vote bank 
by providing them shelter 
in the capital.

With the EC putting the 
facts in public domain, it is 
likely to clear the air over 
the raging controversy and 
bring an end to barb-trad-
ing over electoral rolls.

“The process of upda-
tion i.e. addition, dele-
tion and modification is 
a continuous activity and 
the same is undergoing 
at present also. Between 
November 29, 2024, and 
the present date 4,85,624 
applications for new reg-
istrations (Form 6), 82,450 
applications for deletions 
(Form 7), and 1,71,385 
applications for modifica-
tions (Form 8) have been 
received till date,” it said in 
a press statement.

It also said that the citi-

zens who have not yet reg-
istered as voters can still 
apply for enrolment using 
Form 6.

For modifications or 
deletions in the electoral 
roll, Form 8 and Form 7 
can be filed.

It also informed that till 
date, 8 FIRs have been filed 
for submitting false docu-
ments for voter registration 
in the Okhla Assembly con-
stituency and strict action 
is being contemplated.

“If political parties have 
any objection to any addi-
tion/deletions/modifica-
tions carried out in the 
Electoral roll during the 
special summary revision 
period and during the con-
tinuous updation, they can 
file their objections before 
the ERO/AERO/BLO con-
cerned,” it said.

It said that the addi-
tion of names will be car-
ried out till the last date 
of filing nominations and 
emphasised that voters 
must ensure their names 
are correctly reflected in 
the electoral roll, as mere 
possession of a voter ID 
card does not guarantee 
the right to vote.

Spreads hate yet no action taken against him: Oppn 
leaders slam Nitesh Rane's 'Kerala mini-Pak' quip
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

Maharashtra's newly-
appointed BJP minister, 
Nitesh Rane, has landed 
in hot water following his 
"mini-Pakistan" remarks 
on Kerala.

Speaking at a pro-
gramme in Pune, Rane 
referred to Kerala as 
a "mini-Pakistan" and 
alleged that "only extrem-
ists in Kerala" vote for 
members of the Gandhi 
family, including Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi. Rane's statement 
has triggered a political 
storm, drawing severe 
criticism from Opposi-
tion parties, who accused 
him of "spreading hatred" 
and demanded immediate 
action against him.

Speaking to IANS, Sama-

jwadi Party MP Abu Azmi 
slammed Rane, saying, 
"He is such a small person. 
A cabinet of hatred should 
be formed for him as he 
always talks about hatred. 
Such baseless statements 
are made without any 
consequences. Even the 
Supreme Court has said 
that people who spread 
hatred should be pun-
ished, yet no action is 
taken against him."

Azmi also defended 
Kerala, stating, "Calling 
a state 'mini-Pakistan' is 
completely wrong. Kerala 
is a state that does not 
align with hatred. That's 
what troubles him. Rahul 
Gandhi has been winning 
elections before as well. 
His father and grandmoth-
er sacrificed their lives for 
the nation, and his mother 
continues to struggle for 

the country."
"People like Rane aim 

only to spread hatred 
towards Muslims, degrade 
them, and appease the 
majority to gain power. 
This must be why he was 
allotted his portfolio. Such 
statements expose their 
true intentions," he said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) spokes-
person Anand Dubey 
accused the BJP of benefit-
ing politically from such 
divisive remarks.

"Since the Prime Minis-
ter won from Banaras with 
just around one lakh votes, 
the BJP has been restless. 
The real blow came when 
Priyanka Gandhi won 
from Wayanad by lakhs of 
votes. Now they resort to 
defaming Kerala by calling 
it 'mini-Pakistan' and alleg-
ing terrorists live there," 
he told IANS.
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At least 45 killed in Israel's violations 
of ceasefire deal with Lebanon
AGENCIES
Beirut, Dec 30 

At least 45 people have 
been killed between 
November 27 and Decem-
ber 22 in Israeli violations 
of the ceasefire agreement, 
according to a source from 
the Lebanese army.

During the period, the 
Israeli army also arrested 
17 people from border 
towns, all of whom were 
civilians working in agri-
culture and livestock, the 
source said on condition 
of anonymity.

According to the sourc-
es the violations include 
airstrikes, drone and air-
plane flights over eastern 
and southern Lebanon, 
artillery shelling, machine 
gun fire, incursions, bull-
dozing of roads and agri-
cultural fields, erecting 
earthen barriers, as well 
as burning and crushing 
vehicles, Xinhua news 
agency reported .

According to estimates 
by the Lebanese Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, 
between November 27 

and December 22, Israel 
launched over 816 land 
and air attacks against 
Lebanon, shelling border 
villages, booby-trapping 
homes, destroying resi-
dential neighborhoods, 
and blocking roads.

Candice Ardell, deputy 
director of the United 
Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) media 
office, said on Sunday that 

the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) informed its forces 
that the safety of peace-
keepers cannot be guaran-
teed in the vicinity of the 
Taybeh area, and patrols 
must avoid this area.

"The safety of the 
peacekeepers is a top pri-
ority, and we will not do 
anything to put them at 
unnecessary risk," Ardell 
stressed.

"We remind the IDF of 
their obligations under 
Resolution 1701 to ensure 
the safety of the peace-
keepers and ensure their 
freedom of movement 
throughout the UNIFIL 
area of operations in 
southern Lebanon," she 
added.

In a statement on Sat-
urday, the Lebanese Min-
istry of Agriculture said 

the latest Israeli attacks 
destroyed and bulldozed 
the seed multiplication 
project built in Wadi al-
Hujayr in 2020 with the 
support of the World Food 
Program and funding from 
the European Union.

A ceasefire, brokered by 
the US and France, went 
into effect on November 
27, aiming to halt nearly 
14 months of fighting 
between Israel and Hez-
bollah.

The terms of the cease-
fire agreement include 
Israel's withdrawal from 
Lebanese territory within 
60 days, with the Leba-
nese army deploying 
on the Lebanese-Israeli 
border and in the south, 
taking over security there, 
and banning any presence 
of weapons and militants.

Despite the ceasefire 
agreement, the Israeli 
army has continued to 
carry out strikes in Leba-
non, though at a signifi-
cantly reduced intensity, 
with some attacks result-
ing in casualties in south-
ern and eastern Lebanon.

South Africa steps up law enforcement 
efforts along border with Mozambique
AGENCIES
Johannesburg, Dec 30 

South Africa has stepped 
up law enforcement 
efforts along its border 
with Mozambique amid 
post-election protests in 
the neighbouring country.

In a statement issued 
on Sunday by the Gov-
ernment Communication 
and Information System 
(GCIS), the South African 
government expressed its 
concern over the ongo-
ing protests in parts of 
Mozambique and reports 
of individuals escaping 
from a maximum-security 
prison during this period 
of unrest, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

"These developments 
have understandably 
raised apprehensions 
among South African citi-
zens regarding the poten-
tial cross-border implica-
tions," the GCIS said.

On Monday, Mozam-
bique's Constitutional 
Council declared Daniel 
Chapo, the presidential 
candidate of the ruling 
party Frelimo, as the 
winner of the general 
elections held on Octo-
ber 9. According to local 
media reports, more than 
100 civilians have died in 

the post-election chaos, 
and hundreds have been 
injured.

In the GCIS statement, 
the South African gov-
ernment said it remains 
committed to ensuring 
the safety and security of 
its citizens and upholding 
regional stability.

"To this end, the Nation-

al Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure 
(NATJOINTS) has intensi-
fied its operations along 
the South Africa-Mozam-
bique border. These mea-
sures aim to prevent and 
combat any opportunistic 
crimes that may arise as a 
result of the unrest, both 
during and after the pro-
tests," said the statement.

NATJOINTS, which 
comprises various govern-
ment departments led by 
the State Security Agency, 
South African Police Ser-
vice, and South African 
National Defense Force, is 
responsible for ensuring 
the safety and security of 
the country.

In the statement, the 
South African government 
said it is taking measures 
as a country and region to 
end the impasse in Mozam-
bique. "The government 
of South Africa is actively 
engaging the government 

of Mozambique at a bilat-
eral level to address these 
concerns and explore sus-
tainable solutions."

"The government recog-
nises the interconnected 
nature of regional secu-
rity and is determined 
to uphold its responsi-
bilities in fostering peace 
and stability in southern 
Africa," it said, adding that 
South Africa reaffirms its 
commitment to support 
Mozambique in restor-
ing peace and stability to 
ensure the safety of every-
one.

The South African gov-
ernment also urged its citi-
zens to remain calm and 
to refrain from spreading 
unverified information 
that may lead to unneces-
sary panic. "The relevant 
authorities are monitor-
ing the situation closely 
and will provide timely 
updates as new informa-
tion becomes available."

New Syrian authorities arrest 
300 alleged 'Assad militias'
AGENCIES
Damascus, Dec 30

 Syria's new interim 
authorities have detained 
around 300 people since 
the start of a crackdown 
on "remnants of Assad's 
militias", the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights 
said.

The state-run news 
agency SANA confirmed 
that the interim authori-
ties apprehended "several 
remnants of Assad's mili-
tias and suspects" in the 
coastal province of Latakia 
on Saturday, and in Hama 
on Thursday. SANA also 
reported the confiscation 
of "quantities of weapons 
and ammunition."

The Observatory said 
on Sunday, those arrest-
ed include "security 
informants, pro-regime 
and pro-Iranian armed 
elements, as well as                                               
lower-ranking military 
officers."

Security forces under 
the new administration 
launched an extensive 
operation Thursday tar-
geting individuals linked 
to the previous authorities 

around Damascus, Lata-
kia, Tartus, and Homs, 
Xinhua news agency 
reported.

Those detained include 
former regime infor-
mants, pro-Iranian fight-
ers, and lower-ranking 
military officers accused 
of killings and torture, 
Abdel Rahman said. Nota-
ble among them is Gen-
eral Mohammed Kanjo 
Hassan, the former head 
of military justice under 
Assad, who allegedly over-
saw thousands of death 
sentences following sum-
mary trials at the notori-
ous Saydnaya prison.

The Observatory noted 
that arrests have gone 
more smoothly "with 

cooperation from local 
residents," adding that 
the campaign also involves 
"disarming civilians."

Earlier this month, 
armed factions led by 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
(HTS) mounted a sur-
prise offensive, capturing 
major cities and entering 
Damascus by early Decem-
ber. The new administra-
tion has since intensified 
efforts to consolidate 
power.

International rights 
groups, including Human 
Rights Watch, have urged 
the factions now in power 
to uphold humane treat-
ment and due process for 
all detainees, including 
former officials.

World leaders extend condolences 
after 170 killed in S.Korea plane crash
AGENCIES
Seoul, Dec 30

World leaders have 
expressed condolences 
and solidarity with South 
Korea after the tragic 
airplane crash in Muan 
claimed more than 170 
lives.

In a statement released 
by the White House, US 
President Joe Biden on 
Sunday expressed his 
grief over the accident and 
pledged support to South 
Korea.

"Jill and I are deeply sad-
dened to learn of the loss 
of life that occurred as a 
result of the Jeju Airlines 
accident in Muan, South 
Korea. As close allies, the 
American people share 
deep bonds of friendship 
with the South Korean 
people, and our thoughts 
and prayers are with those 
impacted by this tragedy. 
The US stands ready to 
provide any necessary 
assistance," the White 
House statement said.

Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Ishiba Shigeru extend-
ed his sympathies to the 
bereaved families on 
behalf of the government 

and the people of Japan.
"I am deeply saddened 

by the loss of many pre-
cious lives due to the 
airplane accident that 
occurred in South Korea. 
On behalf of the Govern-
ment and the people of 
Japan, I wish to express 
my sincere condolences 
for the loss of life and send 
my deepest sympathies to 
the bereaved families. My 
thoughts go out to all those 
who were injured, and I 
sincerely hope they will 
make a swift recovery," the 
statement from the Office 
of the Prime Minister of 
Japan said.

India's External Affairs 
Minister, S Jaishankar, also 
expressed deep sorrow 
over the airplane crash.

David Lammy, the 
United Kingdom's Secre-
tary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth, and 
Development Affairs, 
and Penny Wong, Austra-
lia's Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, offered their con-
dolences on the tragic 
accident.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping said he was "shocked" 
to learn of the crash, in a 
message to South Korea's 

acting President Choi 
Sang-mok.

"I express our deep con-
dolences to the victims, 
sincere sympathy for the 
victims' families, and wish 
those injured a speedy 
recovery," he said, quoted 
by China's state broadcast-
er CCTV.

In a statement late on 
December 29, a spokesper-
son for Singapore's Foreign 
Affairs Ministry said: "The 
Singapore Government is 
saddened by the news of 
the tragic crash of Jeju Air 
Flight 2216 on December 
29, 2024. 

We convey our deepest 
condolences to the gov-
ernment of South Korea 
and the families and 

loved ones of those who 
have perished. We wish                                                         
the survivors a full                 
recovery."

"We are in contact with 
the South Korean authori-
ties and there were no 
reports of Singaporeans 
on board the flight."

EU Chief Ursula von der 
Leyen said she was "heart-
broken to see images of 
the plane crash in Muan".

"As your partner, 
Europe stands with you 
in this time of grief," the 
European Commission 
President said.

Pope Francis, who vis-
ited South Korea a decade 
ago, told worshippers at 
the Vatican he joins "in 
prayer for the survivors 

and the dead".
"My thoughts are with 

the many families in South 
Korea who are mourning 
today following the dra-
matic plane crash," Pope 
Francis said.

France's Foreign Minis-
try said that Paris learnt 
"with great emotion the 
terrible toll" and sends 
condolences to the affect-
ed families.

Germany's President 
Frank-Walter Stein-
meier said the crash is 
"yet another blow to the 
nation's heart" after "a dif-
ficult period" -- alluding to 
weeks of political turmoil 
in Seoul.

"This is an incred-
ible loss and pain" for the 
friends and families of 
those killed, Steinmeier 
said.

"Profoundly saddened 
by the tragic incident," 
Greece's Foreign Affairs 
Ministry said on X, send-
ing condolences "during 
this difficult time".

Earlier, the South 
Korean authorities con-
firmed that 179 people 
were killed and two people 
were rescued out of 181 
aboard following a plane 

crash in South Korea's 
Muan region, Yonhap 
news agency reported.

The incident occurred 
on Sunday morning when 
a Jeju Air passenger jet, 
carrying 175 passengers 
and six crew members, 
belly-landed and explod-
ed at Muan International 
Airport, the Yonhap news 
agency reported.

The aircraft veered off 
the runway while landing, 
with its landing gear not 
deployed, skidding across 
the ground, hitting a con-
crete wall, and bursting 
into flames.

South Korea's acting 
President Choi Sang-
mok, also declared Muan 
County a special disaster 
zone and visited the crash 
site to direct search opera-
tions.

Jeju Air CEO Kim E-bae 
further issued an apology 
and expressed condolenc-
es to the victims' families, 
taking full responsibility 
for the incident.

The airline has prom-
ised full support for the 
surviving families, includ-
ing financial assistance, 
citing its $1 billion insur-
ance plan.

South Korea: Investigators seek arrest 
warrant for Yoon in first for sitting Prez
AGENCIES
Seoul, Dec 30 

South Korea's joint inves-
tigation team said on 
Monday that it has sought 
an arrest warrant for Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol over 
his short-lived imposition 
of martial law, making him 
the first sitting President 
to face arrest.

The team said it sought 
the warrant on insur-
rection and abuse of 
power charges after Yoon 
ignored three summonses 
to appear for questioning.

The request was filed 
with the Seoul Western 
District Court at midnight 
on Sunday, according to 
the team comprised of the 
Corruption Investigation 
Office for High-ranking 
Officials (CIO), the police 
and the Defence ministry's 
investigation unit.

Investigators say Yoon 
led an insurrection and 
abused his power when 
he declared martial law 

on December 3 and alleg-
edly ordered troops to the 
National Assembly to stop 
lawmakers from voting 
down the decree.

Yoon has denied the 
charges, saying his decla-
ration of martial law was 
an 'act of governance' to 
warn the opposition party 
against what he described 
as its abuse of legislative 
power.

In response, Yun Gap-
geun, one of Yoon's legal 
representatives, said they 
will submit a document 
of opinions to the court 
over the arrest warrant 
request and a notice of the 
appointment of lawyers 
later in the day, Yonhap 

news agency reported.
Yun earlier vowed 

to take 'formal steps' in 
response to the CIO's 
move.

"It's a request by an 
agency that does not have 
the authority to investi-
gate (insurrection charg-
es)," he told Yonhap News 
Agency, referring to the 
CIO.

Earlier on December 
26, South Korea's anti-
corruption investigation 
body summoned Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol to 
appear for questioning 
over his brief imposition 
of martial law. 

The CIO for high-rank-
ing officials issued the 
summons, ordering Yoon 
to appear at its office in 
Gwacheon, just south of 
Seoul.

This marked the CIO's 
third summons after Yoon 
ignored two previous sum-
monses, including one for 
questioning on Christmas 
Day.

EAM Jaishankar to visit 
Doha today, meet Qatari PM
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30

 External Affairs Minister 
(EAM) S. Jaishankar is set 
to embark on a three-day 
official visit to the State of 
Qatar from December 30, 
the Ministry of External 
Affairs said on Sunday.

The MEA in an official 
statement said that during 
his visit, the EAM would 
meet with Qatari Prime 
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman bin 
Jassim Al Thani.

The visit also aims to 
review various aspects of 
bilateral relations between 
India and Qatar with dis-
cussion on key areas, 
which include political, 
trade, investment, energy, 
security, cultural, and peo-
ple-to-people relations.

"EAM's visit will enable 
both sides to review vari-
ous aspects of bilateral 
relations, including politi-
cal, trade, investment, 
energy, security, cultural, 
and people-to-people, as 
well as the regional and 
international issues of 
mutual interest," the MEA 
said. EAM Jaishankar will 
depart from Qatar on 
January 1. India and Qatar 

share warm and friendly 
relations, marked by regu-
lar high-level interactions 
to further strengthen their 
partnership.

Their most recent inter-
action occurred during 
EAM Jaishankar's official 
tour to Qatar and Bahrain 
from December 6 to 9.

During the visit, he met 
Qatar's Minister of Com-
merce and Industry, Faisal 
bin Thani Al Thani, and 
Minister of State, Ahmed 
Al Sayed, on the sidelines 
of the Doha Forum.

In late October, the two 
countries held the fifth 
round of Foreign Office 
Consultations.

Both sides comprehen-
sively reviewed the entire 
spectrum of India-Qatar 
bilateral relations, includ-
ing high-level exchanges, 
trade, investment, energy, 
education, culture, and 
people-to-people ties.

Discussions also 
explored avenues to 
deepen the relationship 
in areas such as renew-
able energy, fintech, start-
ups, and technology. They 
exchanged perspectives on 
important regional and 
global issues of mutual 
interest, as noted by the 
MEA in a press statement.
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CES 2025: AI-powered tech to dominate 
world's biggest electronics trade show
AGENCIES
Seoul, Dec 30 

South Korean companies 
are poised to showcase 
their advanced artificial 
intelligence (AI) tech-
nologies at CES 2025, 
the world's largest con-
sumer electronics and IT 
trade show, scheduled to                                          
open in Las Vegas next 
week.

Not only will major 
home appliance compa-
nies like Samsung Elec-
tronics Co. and LG Elec-
tronics Inc. participate, 
but other prominent 
Korean firms, such as SK 
hynix Inc., SK Telecom Co. 
and Hyundai Mobis Co., 
will also unveil cutting-
edge innovations.

AI is expected to domi-
nate this year's CES, sched-
uled for January 7-10, at 
the Las Vegas Convention 
Center under the theme 
"Dive In,” reports Yonhap 
news agency.

Samsung Electronics, 
the world's largest mobile 
phone and memory chip-
maker, will present its 
AI-powered smart home 

concept, "AI for All: Con-
nectivity in the Age of                                 
AI."

The company plans to 
introduce its latest home 
appliance lineup, includ-
ing the new Bespoke 
refrigerator, washer and 
dryer, all integrated with 
its AI-driven SmartThings 

connectivity, enabling 
seamless integration and 
remote monitoring of its 
devices.

In addition, Samsung 
will preview its first air-to-
water heat pump lineup 
for the North Ameri-
can market at CES 2025, 
aiming to expand its foot-

print in the growing U.S. 
heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning sector.

Currently available in 
Europe under the Eco 
Heating System (EHS) 
brand, these energy-effi-
cient systems use ambient 
air heat for heating and 
hot water.

Affiliates of Samsung 
Electronics -- Samsung SDS 
Co. and Samsung Display 
Co. -- will have separate 
booths to showcase their 
innovations to potential 
global clients.

LG Electronics, which 
has been expanding its 
business portfolio to 
business-to-business seg-
ments, including automo-
tive electronics and air 
solutions businesses, will 
also spotlight its latest AI-
powered technologies.

The company will host 
an interactive space fea-
turing its in-cabin sens-
ing solutions, designed to 
detect driver behavior and 
the interior conditions of 
vehicles.

Visitors can experience 
a driving simulator that 
monitors not only their 
motions but also emo-
tions, as well as heart 
rates, to provide alerts in 
case of emergencies.

Additionally, LG will dis-
play its AI-powered refrig-
erators and dishwashers, 
further demonstrating 
its commitment to smart 
home solutions.

SK Telecom and SK 
hynix will share a booth 
to present their efforts in 
AI data centres and chips. 
SK Telecom will feature a 
6-meter LED pillar at the 
centre of its exhibit, high-
lighting four AI data centre 
solutions: energy, AI, oper-
ations and security.

The company will also 
showcase its AI assistant, 
aster, slated for launch 
in the North American 
market next year, and 
announce its service     
plans.

SK hynix, a leader in the 
high-bandwidth memory 
(HBM) sector, will show 
off its 16-layer HBM3E 
chips, currently the most 
advanced HBM products 
available in the world.

Hyundai Mobis Co., an 
auto parts-making affili-
ate of South Korean auto 
giant Hyundai Motor 
Group, also plans to join 
the upcoming CES to 
showcase its cutting-edge 
technologies, including 
its holographic wind-
shield display and human-                                                          
centric interior lighting 
system.

Indian stock market set to ride on 
strong economic growth in 2025
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

 The Indian benchmark 
indices in 2025 are set to 
ride on strong economic 
growth and government 
efforts to boost infrastruc-
ture and digital innova-
tion, experts said on 
Monday.

Sectors like capital 
goods, technology, finan-
cial services, consump-
tion, and healthcare are 
expected to shine, with 
emerging areas such as 
semiconductors, elec-
tronic and manufactur-
ing, renewable energy 
and electric mobility grab-
bing more attention, said 
Deepak Ramaraju, Senior 
Fund Manager, Shriram 
AMC.

Indian equities were 
buoyant amid a challeng-
ing and eventful year with 
higher volatility. The mar-
kets were volatile with 
multiple global events, a 
slowdown in the Indian 
economy, tighter liquidity 
conditions and delayed 
government spending.

“However, a recent cut 
in CRR is expected to ease 
the liquidity conditions fol-
lowed by a pickup in gov-
ernment spending. These 

two factors are expected 
to improve overall con-
sumption and pickup in 
industrial output,” Rama-
raju mentioned.

Capital expenditure 
by the government till 
October 2024 stood at Rs 
4,66,545 crore.

With government step-
ping up investments in the 
second half this fiscal, sec-
tors such as infrastructure, 
defence and railways may 
witness recovery.

“FMCG, badly hit by 
urban consumption slow-

down, could witness 
recovery as valuation 
looks attractive. Besides, 
with government spending 
revival and possible inter-
est rate cut in 1HCY25, 
urban consumption 
should recover,” Ramaraju 
explained.

The IT sector, which has 
already recovered from its 
lows after rate cuts, may 
do well in 2025 as discre-
tionary spending picks up, 
provided US President-
elect Donald Trump does 
not impose any surprise 

tariffs.
Banks may also witness 

recovery post interest rate 
cuts resulting in possible 
pick up in credit growth. 
Moreover, the recent CRR 
cut by 50 bps (in two 
tranches) should boost 
liquidity and credit growth 
in the banking sector, said 
experts.

According to Bajaj 
Broking research team, 
2024 has been a remark-
able year for Indian equity 
markets, particularly for 
the smallcap and midcap 

indices, which have signifi-
cantly outperformed.

This stellar perfor-
mance is attributed to 
strong domestic liquidity, 
with domestic institution-
al investors (DIIs) consis-
tently being net buyers, 
and heightened retail par-
ticipation through SIPs. 
Broader economic tail-
winds, such as an above-
average monsoon and 
strategic sectoral rota-
tion, further supported 
the uptrend.

“Looking ahead to 
CY25, the smallcap and 
midcap indices are expect-
ed to maintain their posi-
tive trajectory. The Nifty 
Smallcap index, which 
recently achieved a break-
out above multi-year resis-
tance levels, is projected 
to advance to 22,700, 
while the Nifty Midcap 
index is anticipated to 
reach 67,700,” said the 
research team.

These projections are 
bolstered by a robust 
domestic economy, pro-
growth policies in the 
Union Budget, and antici-
pated rate cuts of 75–100 
bps by the RBI, creating 
favourable conditions for 
sustained growth in these 
segments.

POS solutions provider Mswipe 
reports Rs 46 crore loss in FY24
AGENCIES
New Delhi, Dec 30

 Mswipe, a point of sale 
(POS) solutions provider, 
has registered a loss of 
Rs 46.2 crore in FY24,              
against Rs 49 crore loss in 
FY23.

Mswipe's income and 
expenditure last fiscal 
remained almost the same 
as compared to FY23. The 
company's total expendi-
ture in FY24 was Rs 327.3 
crore, compared to Rs 
328.3 crore in FY23.

IT  expendi tures 
account for the largest 
share -- 50.16 per cent -- 
of the total expenditures. 
These increased by 5.2 per 
cent (year-on-year) to Rs 
164.2 crore in FY24, as per 
its financials.

The company's employ-
ee expenditures declined 
by 2.2 per cent to Rs 77.3 
crore in the same period. 
During this period, depre-
ciation expense increased 
by 7.1 per cent to Rs 34.5 
crore. Other expenses 
were Rs 51.3 crore.

The total income of the 
company in FY24 was Rs 
276.9 crore, against Rs 
274.4 crore in FY23.

Transaction process-
ing fees had the largest 
share of 63.09 per cent in 

the company's operating 
income. It increased by 
7.6 per cent (on-year) to 
Rs 174.7 crore in FY24.

Income from support 
services fees increased 
by 4 per cent to Rs 70.1 
crore. Apart from this, the 
company's income from 
signup fees fell by 44.4 per 
cent to Rs 5 crore, accord-
ing to its financials.

The company's return 
on capital employed 
(ROCE) stood at -16.94 per 
cent and EBITDA margin 
at -2.09 per cent.

Last fiscal, the com-
pany spent Rs 1.18 to earn 
one rupee.

The company had cur-
rent assets of Rs 262 crore 
at the end of FY24. This 
also includes a cash bal-
ance of Rs 157 crore.

Mswipe is a Mumbai-
based B2B payment ser-
vice provider that offers 
POS solutions including 
cards, wallets, mobile 
payment apps, bank apps, 
contactless payments and 
QR code payments.

The startup has so 
far raised over Rs 1,000 
crore from investors. Its 
investors include Matrix 
Partners, B Capital,                             
DSG Consumer Partners, 
Epic Capital, UC-RNT and 
Ola.

Indian insurance sector 
sees 62pc surge in female 
salespersons in FY24: Report
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

 India’s insurance sector, 
traditionally dominated 
by men, has in FY24 wit-
nessed a 62 per cent rise 
in active female Point of 
Salespersons (POSPs), 
compared to the previ-
ous year, according to a 
report on Monday.

POSPs play a crucial 
role as intermediaries, 
simplifying insurance 
products for custom-
ers and guiding them in 
policy selection.

The report by Probus, 
an InsurTech platform, 
showed that women are 
emerging as key play-
ers, promoting diversity 
and enhancing customer 
engagement. 

It noted that there has 
been an extraordinary 
rise of 120 per cent in the 
total number of women 
added in this role since 
FY22.

This growth is pow-
ered by the inherent flex-
ibility of the POSP pro-
fession, allowing women 
to manage their work 

schedules while balanc-
ing family commitments, 
said the report.

The minimal entry 
barriers, coupled with 
increasing aspirations for 
financial independence 
and empowerment, 
have made the role an 
ideal choice for women                                                                    
seeking meaningful 
careers.

“The increasing par-
ticipation of women 
has introduced a fresh 
perspective to the insur-
ance ecosystem, enhanc-
ing customer trust and 
engagement. 

Their contributions 
have also translated into 
measurable outcomes, 
with women POSPs 

driving a 15 per cent                           
increase in premium 
revenues in FY24,” the 
report said.

The remarkable rise of 
female POSPs also high-
lights the transformative 
potential of inclusivity, 
empowerment, and inno-
vation in shaping India’s 
insurance sector.

With their growing 
presence, women are not 
just changing the face of 
the workforce, but are 
also driving sustainable 
growth and redefining 
industry benchmarks.

The insurance sector 
in India has grown sig-
nificantly over the past 
few decades.

According to the Insur-
ance Regulatory and 
Development Author-
ity of India (IRDAI), the 
insurance market in India 
is expected to reach $222 
billion by 2026. In the 
next 10 years.

 The country is also 
expected to be the sixth-
largest insurance market, 
leapfrogging Germany, 
Canada, Italy, and South 
Korea.

December 30: Indian share market 
opens lower, Nifty below 23,800
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

 The Indian stock market 
opened lower on Monday 
as selling was seen in the 
auto, IT, PSU bank, finan-
cial service, FMCG, media, 
energy and metal sectors 
on Nifty in early trade.

At around 9:30 am, 
Sensex was trading at 
78,523.25 after declining 
175.82 points or 0.22 per 
cent, while the Nifty was 
trading at 23,758.20 after 
declining 55.20 points or 
0.23 per cent.

The market trend 
remained negative. 
On the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE), 815 stocks 
were trading in green,                                                             
while 1,454 stocks were in 
red.

According to experts, 
"as investors leave 2024 
behind and look forward 

to the New Year, there will 
be more concerns than 
confidence, at least in the 
early days of 2025."

"The biggest concern for 
stock markets, globally, is 
uncertainty surrounding 
Trump 2.0. The concern 
is that since market valua-
tions are high any negative 
news might cause correc-
tions," they added.

Nifty Bank was down 

74.80 points or 0.15 per 
cent at 51,236.50. Nifty 
Midcap 100 index was 
trading at 56,796.90 after 
dropping 182.90 points 
or 0.32 per cent. Nifty 
Smallcap 100 index was 
at 18,673.75 after drop-
ping 82.10 points or 0.44 
per cent.

On the sectoral front, 
buying was seen in the 
Pharma and Healthcare 

sector.
In the Sensex pack, 

Tata Steel, M&M, HCL 
Tech, Tech Mahindra, 
Maruti Suzuki, Bajaj Fin-
serv, Titan, Kotak Mahin-
dra Bank and Reliance 
were the top losers. Adani 
Ports, Bharti Airtel, ITC, 
Zomato, Nestle India, 
ICICI Bank, NTPC and 
UltraTech Cement were 
the top gainers.

The Dow Jones declined 
0.77 per cent to close at 
42,992.21. The S&P 500 
declined 1.11 per cent to 
5,970.84 and the Nasdaq 
declined 1.49 per cent to 
close at 19,722.03 in the 
previous trading session 
on Friday.

In the Asian markets, 
Bangkok and Seoul were 
trading in green while 
China, Japan, Jakarta and 
Hong Kong were trading 
in red.

Govt’s bank guarantee waiver for telcos to 
boost 4G, 5G networks: Vodafone Idea
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

 The government’s deci-
sion to waive bank guar-
antees for the telecom 
industry has come as a 
major relief and will help 
to boost 4G and 5G invest-
ments in India, according 
to telecom major Voda-
fone Idea.

Debt-ridden Vodafone 
Idea (Vi) stated in a regu-
latory filing that it has 
received a letter regarding 
the waiver of bank guaran-
tee from the Department 
of Telecommunications 
(DoT). The move comes 
as a big relief to the debt-
ridden telco.

“The waiver is a clear 
indication of the govern-
ment’s continued support 
to the telecom industry. It 
will ensure that the expo-
sure of the banking system 

is utilised by telecom oper-
ators towards further pro-
liferation of 4G and 5G net-
works in India," Vodafone 
Idea said in a statement.

The Department of Tele-
com (DoT), in a communi-
cation dated December 27, 
2024, has dispensed with 
the requirement of sub-
mission of Financial Bank 
Guarantees for the spec-
trum acquired in auction 
held in 2012, 2014, 2015, 
2016 and 2021, subject to 

certain terms and condi-
tions.

Prior to this reform, 
bank guarantees aggre-
gating to about Rs 24,800 
crore were required to 
be provided by Vi against 
each spectrum instal-
ment, 13 months prior to 
the instalment falling due 
for the above auctions, 
the company said in a BSE 
filing.

Other major players 
such as Bharti Airtel are 

also expected to gain 
from the decision. No 
bank guarantees will be 
required to be provided by 
the operator for the 2012, 
2014, 2016 and 2021 auc-
tions, Vodafone Idea said 
in a statement.

However, there would 
be a one-time partial 
shortfall only for the 2015 
auction, where the net 
present value of all pay-
ments made would be less 
than the pro-rated value of 
the spectrum used, it said. 
"We are in discussion with 
the DoT to determine the 
final amount of this partial 
shortfall for the 2015 auc-
tion," Vodafone Idea said.

The moratorium for 
spectrum auction dues 
for Vi is ending in October 
next year and bank guar-
antees were to be submit-
ted 13 months before the 
next due payment.
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4th Test: Lacklustre batting show from India 
gives Australia 184-run win and 2-1 series
AGENCIES
Melbourne, Dec 30

 When India’s score read 
112/3 at tea, Yashasvi Jaisw-
al was unbeaten on a con-
trolled fifty and Rishabh 
Pant showed remarkable 
restraint. In the chase of 
340, a draw looked immi-
nent, especially after play-
ing a wicketless second 
session.

But when it mattered 
the most, India suffered 
a batting collapse in the 
final session by losing their 
last seven wickets for 34 
runs and suffer a 184-run 
defeat to Australia in the 
Boxing Day Test at Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground on 
Monday.

In front of a record 
74,362 fans, Australia 
looked on course for the 
win after reducing India 
to 33/3 in the first session. 
But Jaiswal and Pant kept 
them at bay in the second 
session, as the old ball 
began to soften.

But in the final session 
of the gripping Test match, 
Pant fell to Travis Head 
and that opened the door 
for Australia to barge in as 
India collapsed from 121/3 
to 155 all out. Captain Pat 
Cummins and Scott Boland 
picked three wickets in 
a terrific bowling perfor-
mance from Australia, 

who now have a 2-1 lead 
in the five-match series, 
ahead of next week’s Test 
match in Sydney.

India will be disappoint-
ed as it was a game which 
they could have drawn, 
but have now ended up on 
the losing side. The shot 
selection of the batters in 
second innings to fall like 
a pack of cards along with 
failing form of their senior 
batters Rohit Sharma 
and Virat Kohli will come 
under scrutiny.

The inability to bowl 
out Australia’s lower order 
quickly and lack of bowl-
ing depth, especially with 
three all-rounders picked 
in, along with inability to 
seize crucial moments will 
come under scanner too 
for India as the final Test 
in Sydney now becomes a 
must-win affair for India to 
retain the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy.

In the morning, India 
took only ten balls and 
conceded just six runs to 
wrap up Australia’s second 
innings on 234 in 83.4 
overs. Jasprit Bumrah got 
his fifth wicket by send-
ing Nathan Lyon's stumps 
flying with an inswinger 
sneaking through the 
gate. It also took Bumrah’s 
match figures to 9/156, 
with his tally of wickets in 
this series standing at 30.

Chasing 340, India had 
an extremely watchful 
start as Australia’s bowl-
ers beat them consistently 
with great deliveries. It 
meant Rohit Sharma and 
Jaiswal had to curb their 
run-scoring shots, allow-
ing Australia to settle into 
great rhythm.

Rohit’s first attempt in 
playing an aggressive shot 
caused his downfall – in a 
bid to whip off Cummins 
through the leg-side, he 
got a leading edge and was 
caught by gully on second 
attempt to be out for nine 
off 40 balls.

On last ball of the same 
over, Cummins bowled 
a back of the length ball 
which left KL Rahul in two 
minds and nicked behind 
to second slip for a five-ball 
duck. With Australia keep-
ing a lid on the run-flow, 
Jaiswal and Kohli went into 

a shell.
They were also beaten 

while defending, but at 
the stroke of lunch, Kohli 
went for a big drive and 
was caught at first slip off 
Starc to be out for five off 
29 balls. The post-lunch 
session began with Jaisw-
al playing back-to-back 
controlled cut shots to 
take boundaries off Scott 
Boland, followed by hit-
ting the same shot for a 
similar result in the pacer’s 
next over.

Pant also had a go at 
Boland by swiping across 
the line for four, before 
Jaiswal slashed Mitchell 
Starc for another bound-
ary. A ball later, Starc’s 
nip-backer hit Jaiswal on 
the back pad and Australia 
went in for a review, only 
for the umpire’s call to 
save the batter, as replays 
showed the ball clipping 

just top of leg-stump.
With the old ball soften-

ing and Australia’s bowl-
ers tiring, Jaiswal and 
Pant were diligent in seek-
ing runs while trying to 
be patient at the crease. 
Jaiswal got his second half-
century of the match with 
a delightful flick off Nathan 
Lyon, also his seventh four 
of the innings.

Pant, who was content 
in defending and leaving 
deliveries after copping 
criticism for his first-
innings dismissal, flicked 
Starc through fine leg 
for four before the duo 
walked off for tea break 
after a brilliant session of 
playing rearguard cricket 
for India.

But things changed dra-
matically after tea break 
- Australia had a funky 
start to the final session by 
opening the bowling with 
part-time off-spin of Travis 
Head. The ploy worked 
for Australia when Head 
broke the 88-run stand by 
having Pant miscue a pull 
to tumbling long-on, and 
fall for 30 off 104 balls.

Three overs later, 
Boland struck by get-
ting a back of the length 
ball to jump at Ravindra 
Jadeja, who couldn’t help 
but fend at it, and edged 
behind to Alex Carey. Lyon 
joined the wicket-takers 

party by getting a to skid 
on straight and take the 
outside edge of a defend-
ing Nitish Kumar Reddy to 
first slip, as the batter fell 
for just one.

Jaiswal continued to 
battle hard alongside 
Washington Sundar, even 
as Australia tested him 
against the short ball. The 
ploy worked when Jaiswal 
looked to pull a bouncer 
from Cummins, but gloved 
behind to Carey, who took 
a great low catch.

Australia went for 
the review, where third 
umpire Sharfuddoula 
ruled Jaiswal out for 84, 
citing the enormous and 
visible deflection between 
bat and glove, despite no 
line showing on snicko. 
From there, the result 
was a foregone conclusion 
– Boland had Akash Deep 
and Jasprit Bumrah caught 
out while Lyon trapped 
Mohammed Siraj lbw to 
seal a memorable win for 
Australia.

Brief Scores: Australia 
474 and 234 in 83.4 overs 
(Marnus Labuschagne 70, 
Nathan Lyon 41; Jasprit 
Bumrah 5-57, Mohammed 
Siraj 3-70) beat India 369 
and 155 in 79.1 overs (Yas-
hasvi Jaiswal 84, Rishabh 
Pant 30; Pat Cummins 
3-28, Scott Boland 3-39) 
by 184 runs

‘We wanted to tear the book up’: Haryana 
Steelers reflect on maiden PKL title journey
AGENCIES
Pune, Dec 30 

Haryana Steelers' camp 
roared in celebration on 
Sunday at the Shree Shiv 
Chhatrapati Sports Com-
plex in Balewadi, Pune, 
after scripting a memo-
rable 32-23 win in the Pro 
Kabaddi League (PKL) 
Season 11 final against 
Patna Pirates.

Shivam Patare contin-
ued his supreme attack-
ing form on the night, 
with ample support from 
Vinay, as the duo earned 9 
and 6 points, respectively, 
to help the JSW Sports-
owned franchise maintain 
their lead.

Mohammadreza Shad-
loui's defensive prowess 
put shackles around Pat-
na's formidable attacking 
line-up, as the Iranian 
scored five successful tack-
les to keep the opposition 
at bay.

This was Haryana's first-
ever title win in the PKL. 
It is a result of impeccable 
scouting efforts made by 
the management over 
the past couple of years, 
as they continued to put 
faith in youngsters and 
invested in developing 
local talent. The hard 
push to rope in Shadloui, 
who was part of the title-
winning Puneri Paltan side 
last year, proved to be the 
masterstroke, as the Irani-
an proved himself to be a 
complete allrounder, and 
brought in attitude and 
confidence to Haryana's 
defence.

Skipper Jaideep gave 
a glimpse of the team's 

mindset going into the 
final and said, "We already 
had played Patna twice 
before and we spent a 
lot of time analysing the 
videos and understanding 
their game. We prepared 
our plans accordingly and 
stuck to our plans. We told 
the coach that we will not 
be making any mistakes."

Jaideep further reflected 
on Patna's raider Devank's 
remarks on ‘turning the 
page’ against Steelers. 
"They wanted to turn the 
page. We wanted to tear 
the book up. That was our 
message to the team. We 
were fully confident we 
would win. We lifted the 
trophy in style because 
we wanted to have fun 
and enjoy this moment," 
he added.

The win meant even 
more to Haryana head 
coach Manpreet Singh 
who took his side to the 
final last season as well, 
but was unable to help 
them lift the trophy. Speak-
ing immediately after the 
win, Manpreet said, "We 
feel great. We put in a bit 

of effort last year. We con-
verted our silver medal 
to gold medal. This was a 
great journey. I had a great 
time teaching the young 
players. When there is raw 
material, you can mould 
it any side you want to. 
It was great to see young 
players do what they were 
taught and they converted 
the hard work and helped 
us win the trophy."

With a focus on sports 
science and a training 
camp at the JSW Sports' 
Inspire Institute of Sport 
(IIS) over the years, fur-
ther helped Haryana play-
ers in being in tremendous 
shape and maintaining 
amazing levels of fitness. 
Haryana Steelers CEO and 
JSW Sports COO Divyanshu 
Singh gave an insight into 
the efforts taken behind 
the scenes to prepare the 
team to reach this stage.

"This is a long time 
coming. It has been a lot 
of hard work - from miss-
ing out in the playoffs to 
improving our efforts in 
scouting, bringing our 
coach Manpreet Singh and 

focusing on implementing 
sports science through 
Inspire Institute of Sports 
and ensuring that we look 
for the right youngsters to 
improve our team compo-
sition. Last year we made 
a lot of great strides with 
the team reaching the final 
and being so close to the 
trophy. This year it was all 
about bridging those gaps, 
and making those small 
differences so that we can 
go all the way," he said.

"While the league is 
three months, the work 
cannot be confined to 4-5 
months. 

The players who were 
retained, we ensured we 
are working with them 
throughout the year at 
IIS. We are in the process 
of setting up our academy 
in Haryana as well. Those 
things make a big differ-
ence,” he added.

The dominance and 
attitude displayed by the 
Steelers throughout the 
season caught attention 
and became a massive talk-
ing point. Steelers were 
the first team to qualify for 

the playoffs and finished 
in the top position in the 
league stage. Apart from 
Shadloui finishing as the 
top defender of the season 
with 82 tackle points and 
78 successful tackles, 
Vinay also earned 48 
points in do-or-die raids, 
the highest by any player. 
Overall, Haryana attained 
260 successful tackles, 
and 290 total team tackle 
points, the maximum by 
any team this year.

Looking into the future, 
Shadloui expressed delight 
over his time at Haryana 
and said that he now aims 
to win his third title in a 
row. "Haryana Steelers was 
a great team for me. Every-
thing from the manage-
ment, the players and the 
support staff was remark-
able. And finally - we won 
the trophy. I am happy and 
I speak from the heart. I 
hope the next year, we, at 
Haryana Steelers, can win 
trophy again,” he said,

Divyanshu further 
praised Manpreet and 
Jaideep for their roles in 
the title win and explained 
how the duo have grown 
over the years.

 "Our coach is a great 
tactician. He has evolved 
so much in his ability 
to handle students and 
understanding that differ-
ent athletes have different 
keys to get the best out of 
them. We have really seen 
that change. Jaideep is one 
of the youngest captains 
and the way he plays self-
lessly and everyone has 
a voice, and that shows 
in his performances,” he 
signed off.

ATP Tour: Djokovic/Kyrgios light up 
Brisbane with stunning doubles win
AGENCIES
Brisbane, Dec 30 

Novak Djokovic and Nick 
Kyrgios teamed up to 
defeat Alexander Erler 
and Andreas Mies 6-4, 
6-7(4), 10-8 in the men's 
double of Brisbane Inter-
national, an ATP 250 event 
at Pat Rafter Arena on 
Monday. The match which 
lasted for an hour and 48 
minutes was a showcase 
of creativity and skill, 
with Djokovic and Kyrgios 
delighting fans through 
their contrasting styles.

A standout moment 
occurred in the 10th 
game of the first set when 
Djokovic executed an 
around-the-net backhand 
winner off a sharp-angled 
volley from Mies. 

The Serbian maestro’s 
precision drew a raucous 
cheer from the Brisbane 
crowd, leaving Kyrgios in 
awe. “That was a great 
setup by Mies, and I just 
went for it,” Djokovic 
recounted. “It was 5-4 to 

us, but they were 30/0 up, 
and winning that point 
really lifted our energy. 
The crowd got behind us, 
and we used that momen-
tum to win the game and 
the set.”

Kyrgios was quick to 
laud his partner’s bril-
liance: “That’s just an 
iconic Novak moment. 
The way he moves, I’ve 
never moved like that in 
my life! My tweener might 
be flashier, but that shot is 
what the fans will remem-
ber. Honestly, I was just 
loving it.”

Kyrgios also produced 
his own jaw-dropping 

moments, including a per-
fectly executed lob winner 
and a daring forehand 
pass that sealed the first 
set. The second set saw the 
pair’s flair continue as Kyr-
gios attempted a tweener, 
much to the delight of 
the crowd. For Djokovic, 
the match marked his 
return to Brisbane after a 
five-year absence, and he 
was full of praise for the 
Australian tennis culture. 
“It’s amazing to be back in 
Brisbane. 

The energy here is 
unmatched. A packed 
house, incredible atmo-
sphere—it’s why we play 
this game,” Djokovic said 
post-match.

Kyrgios, making his 
competitive comeback 
after an 18-month injury 
layoff, echoed the senti-
ment. “This injury has 
been brutal, so I don’t take 
any of this for granted. I 
don’t know how many 
Aussie summers I have 
left, so I’m soaking in 
every moment.” 

IDCA announces 2nd edition of T10 Women’s 
Deaf Premier League from Jan 7 to 9
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30 

The Indian Deaf Crick-
et Association (IDCA) 
announced the second 
edition of the T10 Wom-
en’s Deaf Premier League, 
scheduled from January 7 
to 9, 2025. The tournament 
will feature five specially-
abled women’s teams from 
different parts of the coun-
try, with the final taking 

place on January 9.
The five deaf women’s 

cricket teams -- UP War-
riorz, Mumbai Stars, Delhi 
Bulls, Hyderabad Eagles, 
and Bangalore Badshahs 
-- will play a total of 10 
matches before making it 
to the finals. The three-day 
tournament will kick off 
with an opening ceremo-
ny on January 7 at Police 
Gymkhana Cricket Ground 
in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

The winning team and 
the players will be felici-
tated for their exceptional 
performance at the closing 
ceremony to be held on 
January 9. The IDCA T10 
champions will receive a 
prize of Rs 1,00,000, while 
the runner-up will get Rs 
50,000. The best individu-
al in categories such as bat-
ting, bowling, fielding, and 
super sixes will also receive 
cash awards.

Berhanu ready for a hat-trick while Minsewo returns to defend title in Mumbai Marathon
AGENCIES
Mumbai, Dec 30

Ethiopia’s defending cham-
pions Hayle Lemi Berhanu 
and Aberash Minsewo are 
returning to retain their 
titles at the Mumbai Mara-
thon 2025, a World Athlet-
ics Gold Label Race, sched-
uled on January 19. Berha-
nu will attempt a hat-trick 
of wins after his back-to-

back victories in 2023 and 
2024 in the men’s section. 
If successful, he will be the 
first runner to achieve this 
honour in the 20 years of 
the race.

Incidentally, Kenyan 
John Kelai, who won in 
2007 and 2008, made 
such an attempt earlier 
but could finish only third 
in 2009. 

Although Ethiopian 

woman Mulu Seboka 
secured three wins in 
Mumbai, she skipped the 
2007 edition before claim-
ing her third title.

The first three finishers 
in both men’s and wom-
en’s categories will receive 
USD 50000, $25000, and 
$15000 from the prize pot 
of USD 390,238. A reward 
of USD 15,000 also awaits 
those who break the exist-

ing records in their respec-
tive categories. Ethiopi-
ans Hayle Lemi Berhanu 
(2:07:32) and Anchialem 
Haymanot (2:24:15) have 
held the event records 
since 2023.

The 2025 field includes 11 
men and six women having 
their personal bests faster 
than the existing Mumbai 
Marathon course records.

Commenting on the 

stellar line-up of elite ath-
letes, Vivek Singh, Jt. MD. 
Procam International, said, 
"The return of the defend-
ing champions, Berhanu 
and Minsewo augurs well 
as we step into the land-
mark 20th edition of the 
Tata Mumbai Marathon. 
This race has been the 
catalyst for the success of 
the sport of distance run-
ning in India, and this elite 

line-up is a testimony to the 
growing popularity of TMM 
worldwide. 

We wish all participants 
Godspeed and good luck, 
as they prepare to go the 
distance on Sunday, Janu-
ary 19th.”

Apart from Berhanu, 
the men’s roster includes 
Kenya’s Philemon Cherop 
Rono, who finished runner-
up in the 2023 edition here. 

Among other runners with 
previous Mumbai outings 
is Eritrean Merhawi Kesete, 
who finished ninth place 
the same year.

However, the best from 
the 2020 batch who is 
making another appear-
ance this time is Bahrain’s 
Abdi Ali Gelchu, the fifth-
place finisher in his previ-
ous running in Mumbai. 
Gelchu, the Asian junior 

cross-country champion 
in 2016, has migrated from 
Ethiopia and has run for his 
adopted country Bahrain, 
from 2014 onwards.

Two promising names 
to challenge Berhanu this 
time will be his country-
mates Asrar Aberrehman 
Hiyrden (2:04:43) and 
Bazezew Asmare (2:04:57) 
with super-fast timings 
logged in recent years.

Bumrah, Head nominated for 
ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year
AGENCIES
Dubai, Dec 30

 India’s premium fast 
bowler Jasprit Bumrah 
is nominated for the Sir 
Garfield Sobers Trophy 
for Men’s Cricketer of the 
Year. Alongside Indian 
ace, who is also nominat-
ed for the Test Cricketer of 
the year, Australia’s Travis 
Head and the English bat-
ting duo of Joe Root and 
Harry Brook also made 
the list for the prestigious 
honour.

Bumrah nabbed 15 
wickets from eight out-
ings, including a couple 
in the final against South 
Africa, as India went 
unbeaten at the 2024 T20 
World Cup.

India’s spearhead also 
had a memorable year in 
the longest format by pick-
ing 71 wickets in 13 Tests, 
the most scalps taken by a 
bowler this year.

In the ongoing Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in Aus-
tralia, Bumrah is leading 
the wicket-takers charts 
with 30 wickets at an 
average of 12.83. He also 
completed 200 Test wick-
ets and became the first 
bowler to achieve the feat 
with an average less than 
20.

Indian bowling attack’s 
nemesis Head also made 
the list after shining across 
all formats for his country. 
After playing a vital role in 
the 2023 ICC World Cup 

final, Head continued his 
form as he was the third 
highest scorer in the 2024 
T20 World Cup with 255 
runs in seven innings, 
with his highest score 
being 76 against India. 
The left-hander is also the 
leading run scorer during 
the ongoing BGT helping 
Australia get in a good 
position to solidify their 
spot in the 2025 WTC 
final.

Root, England’s pre-
mier batter, made 1556 
runs from 17 Tests at an 
average of 55.57, his sec-
ond-best annual run tally 
in Tests after amassing 
1708 runs in 2021. It was 
also the fifth instance of 
Root scoring over 1000 
Test runs in a calendar 
year. With six Test hun-
dreds to go alongside five 
fifties, Root’s impressive 
run saw him become the 
joint-fifth highest century 
maker in Tests (36) along-
side Rahul Dravid. 



JKTPO organizes Onboarding Events for PM 
Vishwakarma beneficiaries across Kashmir Division
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 30

To empower artisans and 
craftsmen trained under 
the PM Vishwakarma 
program, the Jammu and 
Kashmir Trade Promo-
tion Organisation ( JKTPO) 
conducted a series of 
awareness and onboard-
ing events within the Kash-
mir division on December 
24th, 27th and 30th, 2024.

These events were 
hosted at government-
authorized training insti-
tutes namely ITI Bemina, 
Government Polytech-
nic for Women and ITI 
Budgam, which are situ-
ated in the Srinagar and 
Budgam districts. The 
onboarding session was 
conducted by a team 
of consultants from the 
JKTPO, who presented a 
detailed overview of the 
benefits associated with 
the scheme.

The primary objective 
of the initiative is to sub-

stantially enhance the dig-
ital presence and market 
visibility of local artisans 
who are registered under 
the Vishwakarma scheme. 
By facilitating their inte-
gration into e-commerce 
platforms, JKTPO seeks to 
establish valuable market-
ing channels that pave the 
way for meaningful busi-
ness prospects for these 
artisans.

This initiative rep-
resents a significant 
advancement in creating 
new opportunities for the 
PM Vishwakarma benefi-
ciaries, with a strong focus 
on promoting growth and 
development among local 
craftsmen. The program 
included awareness and 
capacity building ses-
sions that attracted over 

140 beneficiaries, particu-
larly those specialised in 
masonry, carpentry, and 
tailoring.

Furthermore, partici-
pants were provided with 
comprehensive support in 
the development of prod-
uct listings, which encom-
passed creation of com-
pelling descriptions, the 
selection of appropriate 
imagery, and implemen-
tation of effective pricing 
strategies.

In addition, the Gov-
ernment e-Marketplace 
(Gem), a national public 
procurement e-commerce 
platform, has successfully 
onboarded more than 
80 beneficiaries trained 
under the PM Vishwakar-
ma initiative.

Additionally, Kashmir 

Art & Craft Impex (KaCI), 
a local e-commerce entity 
in the valley, has inte-
grated approximately 50 
PM Vishwakarma-trained 
beneficiaries as sellers on 
its platform.

In previous initiatives, 
the JKTPO has conducted 
various onboarding drives 
in collaboration with lead-
ing e-commerce partners. 
These initiatives have 
successfully facilitated 
onboarding of sellers, arti-
sans, retailers, small mer-
chants, and traders onto 
their respective platforms, 
thereby enabling them to 
promote their products on 
a global scale.

It has been planned to 
organize similar onboard-
ing initiatives with promi-
nent national e-commerce 
platforms and local enter-
prises across all districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir. 
These efforts aim to pro-
mote self-reliance and 
support traditional arti-
sanship within the region.

DC Rajouri reviews winter arrangements 
at children Home Pareesha
JI NEWS SERVICE
RAJOURI, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Commissioner 
Rajouri Abhishek Sharma 
today visited Children 
Home Pareesha to assess 
the facilities provided to 
the inmates residing there 
and ensure their well-
being. During the visit, 
he interacted with the 
children, inquired about 
their needs, and inspected 
the arrangements in place, 
particularly for the winter 
season.

The DC toured the 
premises of the Pareesha 
and reviewed the quality 
of basic amenities, includ-
ing accommodation, 
food, health care, and 
education. He engaged 
in an interactive session 
with the children, lis-
tened to their concerns, 
and encouraged them to 
focus on their studies and 
extracurricular activities 
for holistic development.

In light of the harsh 

winter conditions, the 
Deputy Commissioner 
closely examined the 
arrangements to ensure 
the comfort and safety of 
the children. He directed 
the concerned officials to 
prioritize the availability 
of adequate heating facili-
ties, sufficient bedding, 
and warm clothing. Addi-
tionally, he emphasized 
the importance of regu-
lar health check-ups and 
nutritious meals to main-
tain the overall well-being 
of the children during the 
winter months.

The DC also reviewed 
the safety measures in 
place and instructed the 
Social Welfare Depart-

ment to conduct regular 
inspections to address any 
shortcomings promptly. 
He assured the children 
and staff of the adminis-
tration’s full support in 
ensuring their needs are 
met.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DC Abhishek Sharma 
said, "It is our collective 
responsibility to ensure 
that children residing 
in such facilities are not 
only safe but also pro-
vided with every oppor-
tunity to thrive. Every 
child deserves a dignified 
and nurturing environ-
ment, especially during 
winter when extra care is 
required."

Transport Commissioner 
visits ARTO Office Udhampur

JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 30

Transport Commissioner 
J&K Vishesh Paul Maha-
jan visited ARTO office 
Udhampur and took a 
brief overview of its func-
tioning and reviewed 
the status of the services 
being provided to the 
public. 

The Transport Com-
missioner directed the 
staff to ensure delivery of 
the services to the general 
public in an efficient and 
transparent manner.

The ARTO Udhampur 
was directed to increase 

the enforcement activities 
in the district to curb traf-
fic violations to minimize 
road accidents and save 
precious human lives.

Later, the Transport 
Commissioner convened 
a meeting with the del-
egations of Transport 
unions where the issues 
projected by them were 
discussed.

 The Transport Com-
missioner assured early 
resolution of the griev-
ances. The transporters 
also assured that they 
will extend all necessary 
cooperation to the depart-
ment.

Arrangements for celebration of Republic 
Day-2025 reviewed at Kupwara
JI NEWS SERVICE
KUPWARA, DECEMBER 30

In order to ensure proper 
arrangements for ensuing 
Republic Day (RD) celebra-
tion in district Kupwara, 
the Deputy Commission-
er (DC), Kupwara, Ayushi 
Sudan today convened a 
meeting of all concerned 
officers, here and reviewed 
the arrangements.

Speaking at the occa-
sion, the DC stressed 
upon the officers to ensure 
hassle free arrangements 
for smooth conduct of 
the national event and 
instructed them to main-
tain proper coordination 
and follow a timeline for 
ensuring arrangements 
well in advance.

The DC directed all 
the departments to dis-
play Tableaus on the eve 
of Republic Day Parade 
to showcase government 
schemes and achieve-
ments of their respective 

departments. She said all 
efforts shall be made to 
make the National Func-
tion more attractive and 
informative.

She also stressed the 
need for maintaining pro-
tocol in seating arrange-
ment and also issued 
directions to the police 
department for taking 
proper protocol of the 
National Flag and security 
arrangements.

The DC gave directions 
that Republic Day celebra-

tion functions shall also 
be held at Sub divisional, 
Tehsil and Block levels 
with the same fervour and 
enthusiasm.

Earlier, ACR Kupwara 
briefed the meeting about 
the programme and 
responsibilities of each 
officer and informed that 
the main function of the 
Republic Day will be held at 
District Police Lines (DPL) 
Kupwara, where National 
Flag will be hoisted and 
the VIP will take salute on 

the March Past compris-
ing the contingents of JKP, 
JKAP, CRPF, IRP, BSF, FPP, 
Home Guard, NCC cadets 
and school children.

The DC took segment 
wise review of all arrange-
ments including power 
supply, water, sanitation, 
seating arrangements and 
directed the concerned 
departments to ensure 
these arrangements.

Other arrangements 
including refreshment, 
deployment of magis-
trates, arrangement of 
cultural programmes, bar-
ricading, facility of com-
mentators and availability 
of fire-tenders were also 
reviewed.

The DC also directed 
Officers to ensure their 
presence including staff 
in the Republic Day func-
tions. ACR Kupwara, Dis-
trict and Sectoral Officers, 
besides senior officers of 
BSF, CRPF and Police were 
present in the meeting.

Chief Justice virtually inaugurates State-of-the-Art High Court Guest House 
at Melongthang Leh, Additional Court at High Court Complex Srinagar
JI NEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 30

Justice Tashi Rabstan, 
Chief Justice, High Court 
of Jammu & Kashmir and 
Ladakh, today virtually 
inaugurated the State-of-
the-Art High Court Guest 
House at Melongthang, 
Leh, UT of Ladakh, in 
presence of Justice San-
jeev Kumar, Justice Sindhu 
Sharma, Justice Rajnesh 
Oswal, Justice Vinod Chat-
terji Koul, Justice Sanjay 
Dhar, Justice Puneet 
Gupta, Justice Javed Iqbal 
Wani, Justice Mohd. Akram 
Chowdhary, Justice Rahul 
Bharti, Justice Moksha 
Khajuria Kazmi, Justice 
Wasim Sadiq Nargal, Jus-
tice Rajesh Sekhri and Jus-
tice Mohd. Yousuf Wani, 
Judges of the High Court 
of J&K and Ladakh. The 
inauguration was also 
graced by the presence 
of Dr. Pawan Dev Kotwal, 
Advisor to the Lieutenant 
Governor, UT of Ladakh.

The Guest House, con-
structed at a cost of Rs 
12.42 crore has eight suites, 
eight deluxe rooms and 
three additional rooms 
with centrally heated fea-
tures and in-house lounge, 
dining room and office 
with facility of air condi-
tion; ensuring comfort for 

its occupants. A separate 
accommodation for staff 
Guest House has been built 
in close proximity.

The facility is dedicat-
ed for comfortable lodg-
ing and boarding of not 
only visiting Judges of 
the Supreme Court, vari-
ous High Courts, Judges 
of High Court of J&K and 
Ladakh but also other judi-
cial officers from different 
States visiting the UT of 
Ladakh.

During his inaugural 
address, Chief Justice, 
Tashi Rabstan empha-
sized on the integral role 
of robust infrastructure in 
the efficient functioning of 
the judiciary. He expressed 
his gratitude to Lieutenant 
Governor and the officers 
of the UT Administration 
for their unwavering coop-
eration and support in 
developing judicial infra-
structure in both Leh and 
Kargil districts.

The Chief Justice high-
lighted that earlier there 
was no suitable option 
for visiting judges of the 
Supreme Court, various 
High Courts or even judges 
of our own High Court 
and other judicial officers 
for comfortable stay in 
the region except for the 
Hotels. He added that the 
newly constructed, State-

of-the-Art High Court 
Guest House will now cater 
to the lodging and board-
ing requirements of judges 
and judicial officers, ensur-
ing a comfortable stay 
during their visits.

 Chief Justice lauded 
the dedication and swift 
response of the UT Admin-
istration in completing 
this project and expressed 
hope that similar enthusi-

asm and efficiency would 
be demonstrated in com-
pleting other vital infra-
structure projects within 
stipulated timelines.

Dr. Pawan Dev Kotwal, 
congratulated the judiciary 
on the inauguration of the 
Guest House. He credited 
the regular reviews and 
personal intervention of 
the Chief Justice for the 
timely completion of the 

project. Dr. Kotwal reit-
erated the administra-
tion’s commitment to 
providing top-notch 
infrastructure to meet 
the needs of the judi-
ciary.

On the occasion, 
Principal District Judge 
(PDJ) Leh felicitated 
various officers and 
officials of the executing 
agencies who showed 
their dedication in 
timely completion of 
this project, by present-
ing traditional Khataks 
as a token of apprecia-
tion for their commend-
able efforts.

The  inaugura -
tion ceremony was 
attended by Shahzad 
Azeem, Registrar 
General; AmitKumar 
Gupta, Member Sec-
retary, J&K Legal Ser-
vices Authority; Anoop 
Sharma, Registrar IT; 

Farooq Ahmad Bhat, Reg-
istrar Judicial, Srinagar; 
Fayaz Ahmed Qureshi, 
CPC e-Courts; Abdul Bari, 
Joint Registrar Judicial and 
other officers of the High 
Court Registry at Srinagar. 
Spalzes Angmo, Member 
Secretary, Ladakh Legal 
Services Authority; Manoj 
Parihar, Principal District 
and Sessions Judge, Leh; 
Shafi Lassu, President Bar 

Association Leh and other 
senior officers and officials 
were present at Leh.

Manoj Parihar, Princi-
pal District and Sessions 
Judge Leh, delivered the 
welcome address, where-
in, he extended a warm 
welcome to the Chief Jus-
tice and Hon’ble Judges of 
the High Court, as well as 
other dignitaries present.

Tsewang Phuntsog, CJM 
Leh proposed the formal 
vote of thanks. The Pro-
ceedings of the event were 
conducted by Chemit Yur-
gyal, Secretary DLSA Kargil 
and Nodal Officer for Judi-
cial Infrastructure Projects 
in UT Ladakh.

Subsequently, Chief 
Justice also inaugurated 
an Additional Court at the 
High Court Complex, Sri-
nagar. This initiative marks 
a significant step towards 
enhancing judicial acces-
sibility and expediting jus-
tice delivery for the people 
of the region.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Justice reit-
erated the judiciary’s com-
mitment to ensuring that 
the public has access to 
efficient and timely justice. 
He further acknowledged 
the efforts of all stakehold-
ers who contributed to the 
successful establishment 
of the Additional Court.

DC Shopian reviews 
winter preparedness; calls 
for a coordinated approach 
to mitigate winter challenges

JI NEWS SERVICE
SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 30

The Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Shopian, Moham-
mad Shahid Saleem Dar 
today chaired a meeting to 
review winter prepared-
ness and emphasized the 
need for a coordinated 
approach to mitigate 
winter challenges.

He instructed con-
cerned officers to execute 
mitigation plans effi-
ciently, ensuring prompt 
responses to avoid incon-
venience to the public.

Focus was given on 
publicizing the Action 
Plan mentioning the Pri-
ority 1, 2 & 3 roads so that 
the public is well aware of 
the snow clearance oper-
ations in order to arrest 

the distress calls for snow 
clearance.

The meeting focused on 
interdepartmental coordi-
nation, evolving efficient 
mechanisms to address 
public grievances, and 
ensuring seamless ser-
vices during the winter 
season.

The DC instructed for 
setting up Integrated 
Winter Control Room, to 
be manned by R&B, MED, 
PMGSY, MC, Revenue, Jal 
Shakti etc.

ADDC, Dr Nasir Ahmad 
Lone, ADC Dr Zakir Hus-
sain Faaz, ACR, ACD, 
Tehsildars, ExEns of vari-
ous Engineering Depart-
ments, CEO, DIO, ARTO, 
BDOs, Dy.CMO, DYSSO 
and other officers attend-
ed the meeting.

Training for Enumerators under 
Mission Yuva held at Ganderbal

JI NEWS SERVICE
GANDERBAL, DECEMBER 30

A training program for 
enumerators under the 
ambit of ‘Mission Yuva’ 
was conducted today at 
the Conference Hall, Mini 
Secretariat, Ganderbal.

The event, presided 
over by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) Gan-
derbal, Gulzar Ahmad, 
aimed to equip enumera-
tors with the necessary 
skills and knowledge to 
carry out surveys and 
data collection under Mis-
sion Yuva. This initiative 
focuses on identifying the 
aspirations, needs, and 
challenges of youth in the 

district, ensuring effective 
implementation of youth-
centric policies and pro-
grams.

Addressing the partici-
pants, the ADC empha-
sized the critical role of 
enumerators in accurately 
collecting data to form a 
foundation for policy for-
mulation. He encouraged 
the team to approach 
their responsibilities with 
dedication and profes-
sionalism.

The session included 
comprehensive presen-
tations, demonstrations, 
and practical exercises 
designed to enhance the 
enumerators' technical 
and interpersonal skills.

DC Jammu 
conducts surprise 
inspection of offices 
in Tehsil Bahu
JI NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 30

Deputy Commissioner 
Sachin Kumar Vaishya 
today conducted an 
extensive surprise inspec-
tion of tehsil Bahu, evalu-
ating the functioning of 
its offices and the deliv-
ery of public services.

Accompanied by 
Additional District 
Development Commis-
sioner Sher Singh and 
Assistant Deputy Com-
missioner Shishir Gupta, 
the DC visited key offic-
es, including the Tehsil 
and Niabat offices, to 
assess their performance 
and ensure efficient ser-
vices delivery.

As part of the inspec-
tion, the Deputy Com-
missioner also under-
took a field inspection 
in Chatta area, accom-
panied by the District 
Forest Officer and other 
concerned officials.
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