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DODA, SEPTEMBER 05:
As part of Digital Week
and Bhrastachar Mukat
Jammu and Kashmir cam-
paign, awareness activities
are being held in every
administrative unit of the
district to empower the
general public by extend-
ing Good Governance.

In an initiative led by the
Government of Jammu and
Kashmir UT, the
"Bhrastachar Mukat
Jammu and Kashmir
Week" is being observed
from 4th of September to
10th of September, 2023.
The week-long campaign
aims to promote trans-
parency and accountability
in governance across the
country. Under the guid-
ance of Deputy
Commissioner, Vishesh

Mahajan, the district
administration organized a
program in the Conference
Hall of the DC office today.
The objective was to raise
awareness about the men-
ace of corruption and the
way it is hurting human
society. Moreover, ADDC,
Pran Singh and SSP, Abdul
Qayoom, convened a meet-
ing in the conference hall of
the DC office complex to
sensitise the officers and
officials about the cam-
paigns. In his address, SSP

emphasized that corrup-
tion often begins at lower
levels with small-scale and
brings mortification to the
whole department and the
administration. He stressed
the importance of tackling
corruption collectively.

The ADDC spoke about
the menace of corruption
and encouraged officers
and officials to actively
participate in raising public
awareness during the
week.   Marking a signifi-
cant moment, SSP Doda led

a pledge, joined by district
officers and officials, com-
mitting to combat corrup-
tion in all forms. The
pledge reinforced the gov-
ernment's commitment to
eradicating corruption
from the system.

Similar pledge cere-
monies were organised in
all the government offices
and educational institu-
tions across the district.
Special Gram Sabhas were
also organised to spread
the message of the
Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K.

Meanwhile, Government
institutions and schools
across the region are
actively participating in the
"Bhrastachar Mukat
Jammu and Kashmir" cele-
brations. Corruption is
likened to a cancer that
erodes the faith of common
people in democracy. 
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ANANTNAG SEPTEMBER 05: The
National Teachers Day was today cel-
ebrated with great enthusiasm and
fervour across Anantnag. On the
occasion, the role played by the teach-
ers in transforming the students and
society as a whole was highlighted in
detail.

The main function was held at
Govt Higher Secondary School
Ranibagh which was presided over
by District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Anantnag,
SF.Hamid as chief guest. Chief
Education Officer, District Education
Planning Officer, Principal HSS
Ranibagh, Cultural Coordinator
Education Department besides other
officials and students also attended
the function.

The DDC paid rich tributes to his
teachers and remembered their con-
tribution in shaping up his career. He
said that soon the Back to School pro-
gramme will be launched in the dis-
trict to bring school dropouts//left-
overs to classrooms.

He stressed upon the teachers to be
the role models for their students and
pay due attention to the students who
are weak in learning. He called for
strengthening the student teacher
relation especially in light of evolving

trends in the teaching profession.
He said that smooth adoption and

implementation of New Education
Policy and new ideas in teaching
methodology are vital for transform-
ing the education sector.

DDC said that district administra-
tion would like to extend its sincere
appreciation to all the teachers who
have played an essential role in shap-
ing the future of Anantnag District.
Your dedication and commitment to
educating the youth are commend-
able and deeply valued.

During the event various schools

organized cultural programs, show-
casing the talents of their students.
These performances included dances,
skits, and musical presentations that
entertained and enthralled the audi-
ence. Educational workshops and
seminars were also conducted for
teachers to enhance their teaching
skills and keep them updated with
the latest teaching methodologies and
technology.

Teachers from various schools of
the district were felicitated by the
DDC with awards for their com-
mendable work. 

National Teachers Day celebrated at Anantnag
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KUPWARA, SEPTEMBER 05: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan Tuesday
convened a meeting of officers in the
Meeting Hall of DC Office here to
review the preparations for upcom-
ing Bangus Adventure Festival-2023
scheduled to be held on 10th
September.

The meeting held threadbare dis-
cussion regarding   various compo-
nents of preparations including recre-
ational and adventure activities,
transportation and parking plan; san-
itation and drinking water etc to be
provided during the festival.

The DC stressed that the event
should showcase the rich eco-tourism
and adventure tourism of the area;
besides, there should be proper pro-
motion of the festival and other facil-
ities to achieve the ultimate objective
of making Bangus Valley a prominent
tourist destination.

Ayushi directed all the concerned
Officers to work in close coordination
and ensure fool-proof arrangements
well in advance for the smooth and
successful conduct of the Bangus fes-
tival.

This time, the Bangus festival is
being organised on a bigger scale and
we are expecting a huge tourist foot-
fall on the Bangus festival day and all

departments have to contribute posi-
tively, said the DC.

In the meeting it was decided that
the Bangus festival will be showcas-
ing activities including Paragliding,
Horse racing, Hot air balloon, ATVs,
Zorbing, Mini-golf, Tug of war,
Cultural event, live painting,
Volleyball, martial arts.

It was also decided in the meeting
that local Dhocks will be beautified
and hoardings for tourism promotion
will be put up at different locations in
the district.

CMO Kupwara, Chief Animal
Husbandry and Sheep Husbandry
officers were directed to conduct two
different Medical camps in Bangus on

the day of the event.
R&B department, RDD, Municipal

committees, Kupwara, Handwara
and Langate have been directed to
conduct sanitation drives in Bangus
in advance to ensure the cleanliness
of the Bangus Valley. CEO, LBDDA
and Tehsildar Kralpora have been
nominated as Nodal Officers for the
Bangus festival.

Among others the meeting was
attended by SSP Kupwara, Yougal
Manhas, ADDC Kupwara, Altaf
Ahmad Khan;  ADC Kupwara, Gh.
Nabi Bhat;  CEO LBDDA, Gh. Jeelani
Zargar; Joint Director Planning,
Abdul Majeed; Exen R&B, Exen PHE
and Tehsildar Kralpora.

DC Kupwara reviews arrangements for
Mega Bangus Adventure Festival 

Teacher is the builder of Nation: SF Hamid
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REASI, SEPTEMBER 5: The Teachers'
Day was joyously celebrated today in
the auditorium of the DC Office
Complex. District Development
Commissioner, Babila Rakwal, graced
the occasion as the chief guest, and the
event was thoughtfully organized by
the Department of Education.
Teachers' Day is an annual commemo-
ration held on the birth anniversary of
India's second President, Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, a distinguished edu-
cator who dedicated his life to the

noble cause of teaching. In her address
to a gathering of teachers and students,
the Deputy Commissioner empha-
sized the profound significance of this
day, a day to pay homage to the archi-
tects of our nation.

The DC underscored that a teacher's
role extends beyond the classroom;
they shape students not just academi-
cally but also morally, preparing them
for future challenges. In recognition of
outstanding contributions to educa-
tion, seventeen teachers from the
School Education sector were honored
during the event. Sunita Bali, Chief

Education Officer Reasi, extended her
congratulations to both teachers and
students for orchestrating a grand cele-
bration.  

A medley of cultural events, illumi-
nating the vital role of teachers and
their enduring impact on society, was
skillfully organized by educational
institutions. The event saw the pres-
ence of prominent figures including
ADDC Jyoti Slathia, ADC Abdul Star,
CEO Reasi Sunita Bali, ZEO Reasi, Dy.
SP Hqrs. Neeraj Padyar, school princi-
pals, and a large contingent of teachers
and students.

Enthusiastic Celebration of Teachers'
Day witness in Reasi District
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RAJOURI, SEPTEMBER 05: Deputy
Commissioner Vikas Kundal today
addressed critical issues hampering
the progress of various developmen-
tal projects across the district here at a
meeting of stakeholder departments.
He also conducted a comprehensive
review of progress of work on
Rajouri-Thanamandi-Surankote road
project in a separate meeting.

The meeting emphasized the
importance of overcoming obstacles
related to forest clearance, land com-
pensation, and other bottlenecks
affecting these vital initiatives.

In his opening remarks, DC Vikas
Kundal underlined the paramount
significance of adhering to environ-
mentally responsible development
practices, especially concerning forest
clearance. 

He stressed the need for collabora-

tive efforts among stakeholders to
ensure minimal ecological impact
during the execution of these projects.
The meeting witnessed the active par-
ticipation of  officers, including DFO
Rajouri, Arshdeep Singh; ADC
Koreranka, Surinder Mohan Sharma;
ADC Sunderbani, Vinod Kumar;
ADC Nowshera Kartar Singh; ADC
Kalakote Krishan Lal; ACR, Imran
Rashid Kataria; ACP Sheraz
Chowhan; SE PWD Rajouri vicram
Singh; Xen PWD(R&B) Rajouri Sardar
Khan, Xen PMGSY Rajouri, Shahid
Chowdhary .  

Meanwhile, the District
Development Commissioner
reviewed   the progress of construc-
tion work on the Rajouri-
Thanamandi-Surankote road project.
The assessment took place during a
pivotal meeting held with key stake-
holders including DDC Member
Thannamandi Qayoom Mir; DDC

Member  Sain, Abdul Rasheed;  OC
BRO 58 RCC, Major Manju Nath;
ACR, Imran Rashid Kataria; AC
Defence, Saleem Qureshi; SDM
Thanamandi  shafiq mir; DMO
Naseeb choudary and  Tehsildars,
demonstrating a concerted effort
towards the project's success.

The 33 kilometer Rajouri-
Thanamandi-Surankote road project
is being upgraded, with 18 kilometers
already blacktopped and the wet mix
macadamization phase successfully
completed on 25 kilometers.  

The Deputy Commissioner Vikas
Kundal, underscored the paramount
importance of adhering to prescribed
construction specifications to ensure
the longevity and utility of the road.
He further issued a directive to the
pertinent departments to expedite the
ongoing construction work while
upholding the highest quality stan-
dards. 

DC Rajouri resolves bottlenecks hampering

execution of developmental works 
Reviews progress of Rajouri-Thanamandi-Surankote Road project

Awareness, IEC activities in full
swing across Doda district

DIGITAL,BHRASHTACHAR MUKT CAMPAIGN
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DODA, SEPTEMBER 05: Teachers'
Day 2023 was celebrated with great
enthusiasm and fervour in the
Community Hall Doda, today.

The event was organized on the
theme "Shiksha ki Badalti Tasveer"
(The Changing Face of Education)
and also coincided with the ongoing
Bhrashtachar Mukt campaign. The
Chief Education Officer Doda took
the lead in planning and executing
the event, ensuring a memorable and
meaningful celebration.

The theme aimed to highlight the
transformation and advancements in
the field of education, emphasizing
the need for continuous adaptation to
meet the evolving needs of students.

The event began with a warm wel-
come extended to all the teachers
who had gathered to commemorate
this special day. The Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP) Doda
Abdul Qayoom, Additional District
Development Commissioner (ADDC)
Doda Pran Singh, ADC Doda Dr.
Ravi Kumar Bharti, CEO Doda
Parshotam, ZEOs, Principals, and
students from various institutions

participated in the programme at the
Community Hall. The SSP, in his
speech, expressed gratitude towards
the teachers for their tireless efforts in
shaping the future of the nation. He
acknowledged that teachers play a
crucial role in imparting knowledge,
values and skills to students. He
emphasized the need for teachers to
be role models and mentors for their
students, guiding them towards a
brighter future. He urged everyone
present to take the Bhrashtachar
Mukt pledge seriously and actively
contribute towards creating a corrup-
tion-free society.   The ADDC Doda
also addressed the gathering, com-

mending the efforts of teachers in
providing quality education to stu-
dents. He emphasized the need for
continuous improvement and adap-
tation in the field of education to keep
up with the changing times. He
encouraged teachers to embrace new
teaching methodologies, incorporate
technology into classrooms, and pro-
mote inclusive education.

To entertain and engage the audi-
ence, a scintillating cultural program
featuring dance, music and skits was
presented by students from different
schools. Teachers with exceptional
contribution towards education were
felicitated with awards.

Doda celebrates Teachers' Day themed Shiksha ki Badalti

Tasveer; participants take Bhrashtachar Mukt pledge  
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SAMBA, SEPTEMBER 05:
Government Degree College Ramgarh
celebrated Teachers’ day under the
aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
and G20, to mark the birth anniversary
of Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan.  The
event was organized by the depart-
ment of Punjabi and held under the
able guidance and Coordination of
Prof. (Dr.) Geetanjali Andotra,
Principal of the College.  

Prof. Risha Kumari, Convener of the
event briefed the students about the
day and said that Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan was one of India's

most distinguished scholars of the
twentieth century and has made sig-
nificant contributions to a variety of
subjects starting from theoretical, the-
ological, moral, instructive, commu-
nal, and enlightening subjects. She
added that Teachers’ Day is a
reminder of the role that teachers play
in nation-building by guiding and
educating the brightest minds of our
country. Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Sandeep Kumar, Deptt. of Statistics
said that the bond between a teacher
and a student is indeed special. The
teacher not only educates but also
motivates, instills confidence and cul-
tivates a love for learning in their stu-

dents. Their patience, compassion and
commitment towards their profession
make them the guiding light in mold-
ing the future of our nation.

A cultural Bonanza was presented
by the students of the college. They
celebrated Teachers’ Day by perform-
ing songs, poem, Dance acknowledg-
ing the contribution of their teachers.
Students also show their affection to
their favourite teachers in the form of
cards, speeches and chocolates. By
dedicating this special day to the
teachers students thank their teachers
in many ways. All the teaching and
non teaching faculty members of the
college attended the event. 

GDC Ramgarh celebrates Teachers' Day 2023
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SAMBA, AUGUST 05: To promote
and strengthen the social responsibil-
ity by increasing the support of
District Legal Services Authority
Samba for charitable causes and to
commemorate the death anniversary
of great Missionary Mother Teresa,
District Legal Services Authority
Samba under the guidance of   Yesh
Pal Kotwal, Worthy Chairman,
District Legal Services Authority
Samba (also Pr. Distt. & Sessions
Judge Samba) today organized a spe-
cial program on the observance of
International day of Charity, 2023 in
the Child Care Institution -.
PARISHA Home for Girls Samba.

In this special programme, the
inmates of the Home presented their
talents through fun games, mimicry,
speech, songs, dance and poem etc.

Cake cutting was also organized

by District Legal Services Authority
Samba for all the inmates of
PARISHA Home for Girls Samba.
Rekha Kapoor Nischal, Secretary,
District legal Services Authority
Samba, Isha Manhas, Superintendent,
Parisha Home for Girls Samba,

Versha Anthal, Assistant Legal Aid

Defense Counsel, Staff and inmates of
Parisha Home for Girls Samba, Staff
and PLVs of District Legal Services
Authority Samba were present in the
program. 

Light refreshment was also served
to all the inmates of the Home.

DLSA Samba remembers Int'l day of Charity 
with inmates of PARISHA Home for Girls
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KATHUA, SEPTEMBER 05:
Teachers’ Day was celebrated with
zest and zeal across Schools, colleges,
and educational institutions of dis-
trict Kathua today.

A Multitude of events highlighting
the significance of a teacher and their
invaluable contributions towards
society were organized in the institu-
tions of the district.

The day at the schools commenced
with special assemblies paying hom-
age to the illustrious Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, India’s first Vice-
President and the second President
who was not only a scholar and
philosopher but also a distinguished
teacher. Teacher’s day is celebrated
every year on his birth anniversary as
a heartfelt tribute to his legacy.

The faculty and students across
schools of Kathua shed light on the
life and teachings of Dr.
Radhakrishnan through speeches.
Later in the day, the students per-
formed role play with their respective
teachers.

The students also participated in
activities such as poster making, writ-
ing poems, and drawing inspired by
their teachers and the life of Dr.
Radhakrishnan.

An array of activities such as
Integrity pledges, impactful rallies to
uphold honesty and reaffirming the
commitment to combat corruption
were also organised as part of ongo-
ing BhrashtacharMukt J&K Abhiyan.

Besides, speeches, debates, essay

writing competitions, cultural pro-
grams, games, singing, and dancing
competitions along with felicitation
of teachers were organised.

In the heartwarming addition to
the celebrations, ADC Kathua Ranjeet
Singh addressed the students at the
District Level Teachers’ Day function
organised at Govt. Boys HSS Kathua.
His words resonated with the impor-
tance of teachers as torch bearers of
knowledge and values, shaping the
destinies of young minds. He
acknowledged the pivotal role of
teachers in molding the career of stu-
dents through the light of education.

Addressing the students, CEO
Kathua P.L. Thapa, congratulated the
teaching community on the occasion
and thanked them for their contribu-
tion to building a civilized society. He
said that from imparting invaluable
knowledge and making learning fun

to guiding one towards the right
path, a teacher’s contribution to one’s
life is unmatched. The officer said
that Teachers’ Day is celebrated on
September 5 to honor educators and
recognize the effort that they put into
shaping young minds. The day serves
as an opportunity to show gratitude
to the teachers and educators who
play an important role in shaping the
future of their students. Besides pro-
viding knowledge and values, teach-
ers guide us through challenges and
strengthen our foundation. Teachers
shape our future and act as an inspi-
ration for many of us.

Many students presented their
teachers with heartfelt notes, hand-
made cards, and other gifts. The day
was also marked by remembering all
the great teachers that have left a
mark and inspired generations with
their work. 
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UDHAMPUR, SEPTEMBER 05: The
Government College for Women
(GCW) Udhampur proudly celebrat-
ed a momentous Digital Awareness
Program in collaboration with J&K
Science Technology & Innovation
Council, Udhampur shedding light
on the importance of digital transfor-
mation and awareness in today's fast-
paced world.

The event, held in the college prem-
ises, brought together distinguished
guests, faculty members, students,
and experts in the field of technology
and digital services.

The highlight of the event was the
gracious presence of the esteemed
Chief Guest, Prof. Anjali Mahajan, the
college Principal. Prof. Mahajan is a
renowned academician and an inspir-
ing figure in the educational arena.

The program commenced with the
lighting of the lamp by Prof. Anjali
Mahajan,  Rajinder Kumar Digra,
Shruti Khanna, Dr. Sanjeet Kour,
Prof. Kewal Kumar, and Prof. Binny
Kumar participated in unison, sym-
bolizing the enlightenment that digi-
tal awareness brings to our lives.

The program then burst into cultur-
al celebrations with the melodious
"Sarswati Bandana" by the talented
students of the Music Department.
Shruti Khanna, District Coordinator
from the Department of Science and
Technology, delivered a warm and
welcoming address, setting the tone

for the informative sessions ahead.
The audience was treated to an

enlightening lecture on the "Role of
National Informatics Centre in
Digital Transformation" by the
knowledgeable resource person,
Anish Sharma, District Informatics
Officer, NIC Udhampur.

Sanjeev Kumar Magotra, Branch
Head of JK Bank Gole Market,
Udhampur, then took the stage,
delivering an insightful lecture on
"General Banking Services" in the dig-
ital age.

The program continued with a cap-
tivating theme-based Nukkad Natak
presented by the spirited students of
GCW Udhampur.

Arun Gupta, Chief Librarian at
GCW Udhampur, elucidated on
"Digital Services provided by Higher
Education Institutions", shedding
light on the advancements in educa-
tion technology.

The cultural extravaganza contin-

ued with a mesmerizing Dogri Folk
Dance performance by the talented
students, showcasing the rich cultur-
al heritage of the region.

Sourabh Kumar Sharma, coordina-
tor CSC Udhampur interacted with
the students and faculty members of
GCW Udhampur and provided
insight into the services offered by
the CSC and how you can avail the
benefit of these services.

The program wrapped up with a
heartfelt "Vote of Thanks" by Dr.
Sumit Sharma, Member of the
Institution Innovation Council.  

Among others present on the occa-
sion were Sanjeev Upadhyay
(Assistant Professor in Sanskrit),
Rekha Sharma (Assistant Professor in
Dogri), Pooja Bharti (Assistant
Professor in Geography), Dr. Sanjay
Kumar (Assistant Professor in
Music), Yash Kumar (Assistant
Professor in Music) and a large num-
ber of students. 

Digital transformation awareness 
programme held at GCW Udhampur

Gusto abounds as District Kathua
schools celebrate Teachers' Day
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SAMBA, SEPTEMBER 05:
Government Degree
College Ramgarh today
organized a Digital Logo-
Making Session for the stu-
dents of the College as a
part of the series of the
activities to be organized
by the College during the
‘J&K Digital Week-2023’.

The activities are organ-
ized by the NSS unit
‘Prabha’ and Department
of Computer Application
under the guidance and
coordination of Prof. (Dr.)
Geetanjali Andotra,
Principal of the College.

The organizing commit-
tee of the events to be held
during the J&K Digital
Week-2023 includes Dr.
Shamsher Lal, Dr. Rahul
Kundal, and Mr. Sunil
Kumar. On the occasion,
Dr. Shamsher Lal, NSS
Program Officer and
Coordinator, said that since
we live in the 21st century,

it is important to possess
skills of the current times.
At present, having knowl-
edge about something is
not enough. Students
should have the capability
of practically putting that
knowledge into practice
and be able to bring some-
thing fruitful to the table.
Students must learn digital
skills. He added that the
‘Digital Logo-Making
Session’ has enabled the
students to learn such
skills.

Sunil Kumar, faculty in
the Department of
Computer Application,
conducted the session in
which he taught the stu-
dents about how to make

digital logos using simple
computer software and
tools. He said that while
reading and mathematics
have remained steadily at
the core of education, the
digital literacy curriculum
is being accepted as a
necessity in today’s educa-
tional systems. This critical
life skill is important not
only for career readiness,
but also for education and
socialization. The impor-
tance of digital literacy
skills for students is
becoming more and more
apparent as technology
continues to envelop the
daily lives of both children
and adults. From social
interactions to entertain-

ment, education to profes-
sional life, the ability to use
technology effectively is
now considered essential
for modern advancement
and success. He added that
one of the first reasons dig-
ital literacy skills are
important is because of the
increased use of technolo-
gy in education. The use of
technology as a learning
tool has grown in the past
15 years, with technology
platforms such as comput-
ers, tablets and the internet
becoming increasingly
prominent in K-12 schools
and universities.

The faculty members
who were present include-
Dr. Aditi Khajuria, Prof.
Seema Sharma, Dr.
Sandeep Kumar, Dr.
Shamsher Lal, Prof. Risha
Kumari, Dr. Ekta Rani, Dr.
Rahul Kundal, Mr. Sunil
Kumar, Dr. Shivali
Choudhary, Ms. Priya
Sharma, and Dr. Paramjeet
Kour. 

GDC Ramgarh organises Digital Logo-Making Session 
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BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 05: In
continuation to ongoing
'Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week' to
combat corruption and promote
transparency, various departments
across the district organised different
activities including awareness camps,
oath ceremonies, door to campaigns
besides on spot redressal of prob-
lems.

On the second day of the week, var-
ious departments, including PDD,
RDD, Jal Shakti, Revenue department
organized awareness programs,
workshops, grievance redressal
camps, interactive sessions to educate
the public about the detrimental
effects of corruption and the impor-
tance of reporting corrupt practices.

These events were held at multiple
locations across the district, including
Block Aloosa, Arin, Baktoor,

Bandipora, Bonakoot, Ganastan,
Gurez, Hajin, Naidkhai, Nowgam,
Sumbal and Tulail, ensuring accessi-
bility for all residents.

The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Dr Owais while empha-
sizing the importance of the cam-
paign, said that the Bhrashtachar
Mukt J&K Week is a vital step
towards eliminating corruption from
the roots. We encourage every citizen
to participate actively in these pro-
grams, help identify corruption
hotspots and be part of the solution,
he added.

The DC urged people to participate
in the ongoing campaign against cor-
ruption by attending the various
events and utilizing the Grievance
and Complaint Redressal Camps. He
further said that together, we can
make Bandipora a model of trans-
parency, accountability and integrity.

PDD Department Bandipora estab-

lished Grievance and Complaint
Redressal Camp at Ajar Electric Sub
Division. During the camp, a large
number of people visited the camp
and recorded their grievances and
issues faced. Executive Engineer PDD
on the occasion said that under the
Amnesty Scheme, a number of cases
were resolved on the spot across dif-
ferent camps organised by the
department.

The Department of Jal Shakti con-
ducted special Pani Samiti meetings
in different panchayats of the district.
During the Samitis, people raised dif-
ferent issues related to drinking
water. People were also informed
regarding various online services
available to discourage the chances of
corruption.

Rural Development Department
Bandipora also held different aware-
ness camps across the district.

Grievance Redressal camps across
different panchayats of the district
were also held by the Revenue
Department. During which issues
related to land, documentation
besides domicile certificates were
solved on spot.

Bhrashtachar Mukt Awareness
programmes were also conducted by
MC Bandipora, MC Hajin and MC
Sumbal in different wards. Pamphlets
to educate people regarding the men-
ace of corruption were also distrib-
uted on the occasion.

Awareness regarding e-Unnat por-
tal was also imparted by various
departments. People were informed
that they need not to physically visit
government offices. Instead, with the
help of e-Unnat Wen Portal, they can
access all the schemes available with-
in the government departments. 

Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week: Awareness cum Grievance/
Complaint Redressal programs held across Bandipora 
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BANDIPORA, SEPTEM-
BER 05: Teachers Day cele-
brations were today
observed across all educa-
tional institutions of the
district with great respect
and enthusiasm.

More than 50,000 stu-
dents and teachers partici-
pated in at least 350 func-
tions held across the dis-
trict. 

Students celebrated the
day with great reverence in
their respective schools
and colleges by conducting
debates, seminars, and
skits to highlight the role of
teachers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, teachers thanked their
beloved students by con-
ducting the celebrations in
a unique way.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC)
Bandipora, Umar Shafi
presided over the main
function held at GHSS
Bandipora.

A mega function was
also held at Conference
Hall Sumbal, wherein
speakers highlighted the
role of the teachers to shape
the nation in the right way.

Chief Education Officer
Bandipora, Mohammed
Amin Beigh congratulated

teachers on this auspicious
day. 

He highlighted the con-
tribution of all teachers in
general and the teachers of
District Bandipora in par-
ticular.

He said that people are
aware of the daunting chal-
lenges that teachers have to
face while shaping and
moulding the society and
carving out a bright and
prosperous future for our
students.

Many teachers were
felicitated on the occasion
by presenting them with
mementos and trophies.

Hundreds of teachers and
students participated in the
event.

Meanwhile two teachers
from District Bandipora
namely Dr Khursheed
Ahmad, Principal HSS
Nowgam and Muneer
Ahmad Rather, teacher and
Zonal Cultural
Coordinator were also
felicitated at divisional
level by State Awards dur-
ing a felicitation ceremony
organised by Directorate of
School Education by
Hon'ble LG of J&K, Manoj
Sinha at SKICC Srinagar.

DC Bandipora Dr. Owais

congratulated the said
teachers for getting recog-
nition at UT Level. He said
that teachers are nation
builders, and their hard
work defines the future of a
nation.

Celebrations were also
held across all the
Government Degree
Colleges of District
Bandipora.

During the celebrations,
debates, discussions, and
painting competitions were
held in order to signify the
role and importance of a
teacher in the lives of stu-
dents.

Teacher's Day celebrations held across Bandipora

JI NEWS SERVICE

KUPWARA, SEPTEMBER
05: Secretary, J&K Board
for Pahadi Speaking
People, Sapna Kotwal

Tuesday paid a visit to
Govt. Boys and Girls
Pahari hostels at Kupwara.

During the visit, the
Secretary reviewed the sta-
tus of facilities being

extended to the students in
these hostels besides inter-
acting with the students
and staff there.

She also took stock of the
quality of education being

provided to the students at
both the hostels. She
received feedback from
parents and PRIs to
improve the facilities to be
provided to the boarding
students. 

The Secretary issued on
the spot directions to the
Hostel Administrations to
provide essential basic
facilities to the students
residing in both the hostels
and further asked them to
improve the educational
standards.

Secretary was accompa-
nied by Chairperson BDC,
Fareed Ahmad Khan;
Warden, Firdous Ahmad
Khan; Sarpanch, Mohd
Khurshid Mir;  Abdul
Hamid Wani, Statistical
Officer and parents.

Secretary J&K Board for PSP visits Pahari
Boys and Girls Hostels Kupwara 
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: To
commemorate ‘Teachers Day’ and an
unwavering commitment to the
ongoing ‘Bhrashtachar Mukt – J&K’
campaign, the Jammu and Kashmir
Entrepreneurship Development
Institute (JKEDI) today felicitated its
faculty members, here.

As part of this special occasion,
JKEDI also dedicated itself to a
solemn pledge, vowing to champion
transparency and accountability in

public service delivery.
The event was held at the JKEDI

Pampore campus and brought
together faculty members and offi-
cials of the institute to pay tribute to
the unsung heroes of education. The
ceremony began with heartfelt
expressions of gratitude for the tire-
less dedication of the faculty mem-
bers of JKEDI in nurturing the entre-
preneurial spirit within the region.

Highlighting the significance of the
day, Director, JKEDI, Ajaz Ahmad
Bhat conveyed deep appreciation for

Teachers. “Our teachers are the guid-
ing lights, the architects of the future.
They inspire, empower, and mould
the minds of our future leaders.
Today, we celebrate them and their
profound impact on our society”,
said Bhat.

The Director said that JKEDI plays
a pivotal role in both nurturing entre-
preneurship and ensuring the
responsible and ethical use of the
state's resources. “We remain dedi-
cated to creating an environment free
from corruption, fostering entrepre-
neurship, and inspiring the next gen-
eration of leaders who will lead J&K
toward greater prosperity," he said.

This year, JKEDI took a unique
approach to honor its faculty mem-
bers, acknowledging their pivotal
role in nurturing the talents and aspi-
rations of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

JKEDI remains committed to its
mission of nurturing entrepreneur-
ship and upholding the highest stan-
dards of ethics and transparency in
public service delivery. This special
'Teachers Day' event highlighted the
institute's dedication to these ideals,
reinforcing its role as a beacon of pos-
itive change in Jammu and Kashmir.

JI NEWS SERVICE

DODA, SEPTEMBER 05: Additional
Deputy Commissioner Doda, Dr Ravi
Kumar Bharti, today convened a
meeting of the stakeholders to review
the activities under the ongoing
'Ayushman Bhava programme in the
district.

The Campaign started on the 1st of
September and shall continue till 31st
of December and aims to provide
quality healthcare facilities to the
patients in all Government hospitals
across the district.   

The programme is aimed to

achieve 100 percent targets in cover-
age of all health schemes in a mission
mode and ensure optimum delivery
of all healthcare schemes to every
intended beneficiary in the district.

During the meeting, the ADC took
first hand appraisal from all the line
departments about the implementa-
tion of Ayushman Bhava. A detailed
discussion was held on formulation
of action plan, strategies and plan-
ning to achieve the set targets.

Principal GMC Doda and CMO
Doda were asked to direct their doc-
tors and field staff to motivate the
patients and general public to register

for PM-JAY SEHAT scheme and avail
free health care facilities upto Rs 5
lakh.

Similarly ACD, CPO, DSWO,
Tribal Department, Education
Department and Zila Sainik Welfare
Board Doda were asked to coordinate
with the concerned health and CSC
officials and ensure 100% saturation
of the beneficiaries under PMJAY
SEHAT and other health care
schemes.

The meeting also held a threadbare
discussion about the identification of
catchment areas and formulation of
schedule for conducting the aware-
ness campaign in schools, colleges,
health centers, and anganwadi cen-
ters across the district.

The ADC stressed the line depart-
ments to provide all requisite support
for successful implementation of the
scheme in the district. He asked the
officers of concerned departments to
share schedules of events with all the
stakeholders, to be conducted for the
implementation of the 'Ayushman
Bhava' programme in the district for
better synchronisation and desired
results. 

Activities under 'Ayushman Bhava'
gains momentum in Doda district 

JKEDI observes 'Teachers Day' with a pledge to combat
corruption, promote transparency & accountability 

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: The
Dean Students Welfare, S. P. College
today organized a series of events in
connection with Teacher's Day.

The day is celebrated in honour of
Dr S. Rhadhakrishnan, President of
India, a great visionary and an educa-
tionist. The program started with a
screening of a documentary on Dr. S.
Rhadhakrishnan prepared by the stu-
dents. The program was inaugurated
by the Principal of the College, Prof
(Dr.) Gh Geelani Qurashi who high-
lighted the significance of the day.
Principal welcomed the guest of hon-
our for the day Musheer-ul-Islam for-
mer PTI of the college. Speaking on
the occasion, the guest of honour sig-
nified the importance of a teacher
through his experience as a faculty
member in the Higher Education
Department. Principal and guest of
honour joined the audience for a

spectrum of programs which were
performed by the students that
included singing, cultural and fun
activities. The program also included
an awareness program about eye care

organised by DSW in collaboration
with Sharp Sight Srinagar. Dr. Shazia
Shafi, Consultant of the hospital
delivered a talk and had interaction
with the students and the faculty.

S. P. College organizes series of events 
to commemorate 'Teacher's Day' 

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: As part
of month-long psycho-social aware-
ness program on mental health and
drug de-addiction by Mission Youth,
a pioneer initiative of the
Government of Jammu and Kashmir
today held a one day awareness pro-
gram at Government College for
Women, M.A Road, Srinagar.

The event successfully united par-
ticipants, faculty members and
experts to raise awareness about
mental health and combat drug
abuse.

Mission Youth's overarching vision
is to provide well-structured psycho-
social support to the youth of Jammu
and Kashmir, nurturing a sense of
safety, self-assuredness, community

engagement, social connectivity and
hope. During the event, Psycho-socio
Consultant from Mission Youth
delivered a compelling introductory
speech, offering a concise insight into
the profound initiative taken by
Mission Youth. Additionally, Senior
Consultant, Mission Youth also
shared his invaluable insights regard-
ing the various initiatives spearhead-
ed by Mission Youth, emphasizing
their unwavering commitment to
enhancing the lives of the region's
youth.

The event bore witness to an
impressive turnout of participants
and faculty members, illustrating the
community's strong support and
enthusiasm for Mission Youth's laud-
able mission. Dr. Nelofar, an
Expert/resource person from

IMHANS took the stage and deliv-
ered a captivating address, stressing
the importance of mental health
awareness and the prevention of
drug abuse.

Dr. Nelofar's keynote speech illu-
minated key facets of mental health,
which includes Mental Health
Literacy, Emotional Intelligence,
Stress Management, Healthy
Relationships, Self-Care and Well-
being, Peer Support and Social
Connections and Awareness of
Mental Health Resources. This one-
day psycho-social program at
Government College for Women,
M.A Road, Srinagar, stands as a testa-
ment to Mission Youth's steadfast
commitment to creating a brighter
and more empowered future for the
youth of Jammu and Kashmir.  

One day Psycho-social awareness program held
at Women's College M.A Road Srinagar 

JI NEWS SERVICE

PULWAMA, SEPTEMBER 05: The
two-day National Workshop on
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) that
began on 4th of September at
Government Degree College (GDC)
for Women, Pulwama culminated
today.

The workshop provided a platform
for scholars and students to delve
into the intricacies of safeguarding
intellectual creations, attracted partic-
ipants from various Departments and
fields of expertise, reflecting the
widespread interest in IPR.

The workshop was organized by
Institute’s Innovation Council (IIC) in
collaboration with IQAC of the col-
lege with an aim to raise awareness
about the significance of intellectual
property rights in the contemporary
world and equip attendees with valu-
able knowledge in this domain.

Throughout the two-day work-
shop, participants engaged in enlight-
ening discussions and interactive ses-
sions led by distinguished experts in
the field of intellectual property. The
workshop encompassed a broad
range of topics, including copyright,
patents, trademarks, and trade

secrets, providing attendees with a
comprehensive understanding of
IPR's multifaceted aspects.

Inaugurating the event, Prof. (Dr.)
Yasmeen Farooq Khan, Principal of
the college, emphasized the impor-
tance of intellectual property rights in
fostering innovation, creativity, and
economic growth. She encouraged
participants to harness their creativi-
ty and knowledge and raise their
awareness of the legal frameworks in
place to protect their intellectual
assets.

Director, JKEDI, Pampore, Aijaz
Ahmad Bhat was the chief guest of
the event. He in his speech highlight-
ed the importance of IPR, besides he
stressed on the various innovative
products/startups especially the bio
fortified dairy products, organic agri-
culture.

Associate Project Manager, JKEDI,
Imtiyaz Ahad highlighted the signifi-
cance of IPR, criteria for granting
patents and case studies of bio piracy.
Besides, he also highlighted the
important organizations involved in
patents viz., TRIPS, WIPO, CGPTD
and many more.

In the afternoon session, Executive
manager, EDI, Ansarullah highlight-

ed the basic concepts of IPR and its
various components like, copyright,
trademark, patent, etc.

Later, Senior Patent Analyst, New-
Delhi, Haneet Papraja gave a compre-
hensive lecture on how to file a
patent. Prof. Rayees Ahmad Dar
Coordinator also spoke on the occa-
sion.

On the second day on 5th of
September, 2023, the proceedings
were presided over by Prof. Shafeeq
Ahmad Andrabi HoD Chemistry.

Dr. Tanvir Bilal speaking on the
occasion briefly highlighted the inno-
vations concepts- and forming its
prototype etc. Masood Ahmad,
Advocate, District Court Pulwama,
gave a brief description on the IPR
and its significance, later Waseem
Ahmad Shah, Advocate, District
Court Pulwama, highlighted the vari-
ous legal aspects related with IPR.

The workshop facilitated a dynam-
ic exchange of ideas, enabling atten-
dees to explore case studies, best
practices, and emerging trends in
IPR.

More than two hundred students
participated in the programmes
besides faculty members for science,
arts and social science background. 

Two day National Workshop on IPR 
culminate at GDC for Women Pulwama
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KULGAM, SEPTEMBER 05:
‘Teachers Day’ was on Tuesday cele-
brated with great fervor and enthusi-
asm at Kulgam, during which colour-
ful functions were organised in all
educational institutions in the dis-
trict.

On the occasion, a mega function
was held at LNK Nazir Ahmad Wani
Model Higher Secondary School
(GBHSS) Chawalgam to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, President
of India.

The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Dr.Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat
was the chief guest on the occasion.
The function was also attended by
ACR, CEO, teachers and students in
large.

During the function, teachers were
honored and felicitated for their
extraordinary contribution in enrich-
ing the field of education.

Addressing the gathering, the DC
highlighted the historical background

of the day and extended greetings to
the teachers and said that Teachers
are the true nation builders and the
day provides an opportunity to thank
them and recognize their contribu-
tion.

He also highlighted measures and
steps taken to augment the facilities

in educational institutions across the
district. On the occasion other speak-
ers also expressed their views about
the role of teachers in their lives.

Meanwhile, Teachers Day celebra-
tions were also held in schools, col-
leges and other educational institu-
tions across the district.

'Teachers Day' celebrations held across Kulgam 
DC presides over function at GHSS Kulgam; Teachers felicitated, honoured
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: The
Enforcement Wing of Lake
Conservation & Management
Authority (LCMA) under the super-
vision of Enforcement Officer has
undertaken a demolition drive in the
areas of Doji Mohalla NFR, Habak
area, Nigeen, Boulevard and Dal.

During the drive, several illegal
constructions were demolished/
removed which includes one 3rd
storey, 02 tin wallings, one shop, one
hut, one partition wall, and Net cov-
erings. Also illegal earth filling was
also removed in the Nigeen area.
Further legal action against the viola-
tors was also initiated.

Meanwhile, people living within

LCMA Jurisdiction are time and
again warned not to resort to any ille-
gal construction/ encroachments
within LCMA Jurisdiction. 

Further, before taking any con-
struction work in hand they are
requested to get proper building per-
mission from the competent
Authority, otherwise, strict action
shall be taken against the violators.  

LCMA conducts demolition drive in Doji Mohalla
NFR, Habak area, Nigeen, Boulevard & Dal

JI NEWS SERVICE

UDHAMPUR, SEPTEMBER 05:
Government Degree College Neeli
Nallah, Udhampur, organized
Symposium to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Dr. Sarvepalli
Radha Krishnan on 5th Sept. 2023.
The program was organized under
the guidance of the college Principal,
Prof. Hans Raj. The theme of the
event was “Teachers at the heart of
Education Recovery”. The event
started with lightening of lamp to
honor Dr. Sarvepalli Radha Krishnan.
A total of seven students participated
in the competition and express their
views. Further, Ms. Shruti Dogra, stu-
dent of Sem V gave a dance perform-
ance. Prof. Hans Raj, Principal of the
College, appreciated the students for
their love and gratitude towards their
teachers. He also enlightened the stu-
dents and faculty members about the
role of teachers and duties of students
in today’s scenario.

In the competition Ms. Rabia
Shehreen, student of Sem III secured
first position, Ms. Avantika, student
of Sem V secured second position and
Ms. Vishali Sharma, student of Sem
III secured third position.

Dr. Radha Rani, NSS PO, coordi-
nated the whole event. Dr. Swati Dutt

was the organizer of the event. Others
present were Mr. Pardeep Kumar, Dr.
Akhter Hussain, Mr. Zahoor Ahmad
Mir, Dr. Kumari Mahima Bhagat and
Ms. Neha Devi.                                      

The whole event was anchored by
Ms. Rupali Rajput and Mr. Mukesh
Singh, students of Sem V.

Teachers at the heart of Education Recovery;
GDC Neeli Nallah hosts symposium 
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T
he battle for upcoming Kargil
Council elections scheduled to be
held on September 10 has intensi-

fied, with the National Conference and
Congress leaving no stone unturned to
ensure the defeat of the BJP which is try-
ing to emerge as a dark horse in the race.
The BJP, which is relying on various fac-
tors including fulfillment of decades old
demand for Union Territory status to
Ladakh and developmental agenda, has
also given a message across the arid
region that it should not be rated as
‘below average’. It has also been aggres-
sively campaigning in the areas which are
Buddhist dominated. On the other hand,
NC and Congress have announced a pre-
poll alliance ‘to defeat the communal
forces’ and keep them away from the dis-
trict. Two parties however have fielded
friendly candidates against each other on
a majority of  seats which creates a doubt
in the minds of voters whether their
alliance will remain intact even after the
elections as two parties have the history
of parting ways after joining hands.
Recently, Congress party’s top leader
Rahul Gandhi stepped up his attack
against the arch-rival BJP during his
Ladakh visit and accused the Saffron
Party of denying representation to the
people of Ladakh in its attempt to usurp
the land of Ladakhi people and give it to
big corporate houses. In order to garner
local support, the leader had also extend-
ed his support to the ongoing “struggle”
of Ladakhi people for Constitutional safe-
guards to protect their land, culture and
jobs, saying ‘we fully support the
demands being raised by the Leh Apex
Body (LAP) and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA)’. Ladakh is full of natural
resources and we talk of solar energy in
the 21st century. There is no shortage of
solar energy here. The BJP people know
that if you were given representation then
they will not be able to take away your
land, this is all about land, they (BJP)
want to take away your land and give it to
Adani so that he can set up his plant, but
don’t share the benefits with you. But we
will never let this happen, Gandhi had
said in Kargil.  His accusation was that
because of the same reason they (BJP)
don't give proper representation to
Ladakhi people as after that they would
not be able to take the lands of locals.
The political voice of the people here was
being “suppressed” and all the promises
of the government on employment have
turned out to be “false”.  He also vowed to
raise in Parliament the issues of the peo-
ple of Ladakh as he alleged that their
“political voice” was being suppressed
and the promises of the central govern-
ment on employment had turned out to
be “false”. The BJP, in a counter strategy,
is learnt to have sent a word across that
it would start dialogue with KDA and LAB
after the elections.  The LAB and KDA
have been spearheading agitation in sup-
port of their four major demands includ-
ing full-fledged statehood for Ladakh,
implementation of sixth schedule to pro-
tect the interest of the tribal people of
Ladakh, separate Lok Sabha seats for
Kargil and Leh, and establishment of
'Ladakh Public Service Commission' with
the Ladakh Resident Certificate (LRC) as
a mandatory requirement for all Gazetted
Posts in Ladakh. The high-pitched cam-
paign has picked up pace and it will be
interesting to see how these parties man-
age to woo voters and get results in their
favour.
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In Kargil-a test of
endurance

BY DINESH SOOD

T
he world has been captivated by
the remarkable journey of
Chandrayaan-3 to the lunar south

pole. India's triumphant moon landing
underscores the significance of blending
basic scientific expertise with ingenuity
and pursuing ambitious objectives
despite prior setbacks. This accomplish-
ment showcases the potential of the
Indian workforce and their determina-
tion to surpass their limitations. We can
draw valuable lessons from this moon-
shot success and apply them to improve
the skills of workers in other fields of
employment. Like Chandrayaan-3, we
must strive for innovative skills and
push the limits of what can be achieved
to attain success.

Both employers and employees need
to establish their ambitious objectives,
known as "moonshot goals." These goals
should challenge us to push past our
limitations and strive for something that
may seem impossible. Accomplishing
such goals requires a combination of
skill and attitude, and requires meticu-
lous planning and execution. By setting
moonshot goals, India can prepare itself
to become a global leader in skilled
workforce.

To empower the world's largest work-
force with essential skills for the long
term, a moonshot effort is required. The
economy is rapidly changing, and tech-
nological advancements are accelerating
at an even faster pace. In today's global-
ized world, the demand for a skilled
workforce is constantly growing.
However, many companies and employ-
ees are struggling to keep up with the
changing needs of the present and the

future, hindering their ability to thrive.
The skills gap is a significant problem,

with a staggering 58% of employees
requiring new skills to perform their jobs
with excellence, according to Gartner.
Upskilling, the process of expanding an
employee's skill set, is a crucial solution
to this global challenge. The World
Economic Forum (WEF) released a
report in 2021 highlighting the econom-
ic imperative of upskilling. The report
argues that embarking on an upskilling
revolution is critical for entrepreneurs.
This allows employees to immerse them-
selves in the future of work, stay ahead
of the competition, and help grow the
economy by trillions of dollars.

In recent years, India has been mak-
ing efforts to shift from a labour-based
economy to one that focuses on honing
skills. The World Bank recently gave a
nod to a $250 million Skill India Mission
Operation. This initiative aims to
enhance the marketability of short-term
skill development programs lasting any-
where from three to twelve months. By
2025, it is expected that 70% of India's
population will reach working age.
However, there is uncertainty regarding
whether they will be able to secure
employment. It is crucial to provide skill
development training to the younger
generation as it is essential for the
nation's growth. Failing to do so could
pose a significant challenge to India's
demographic advantage. Unfortunately,
Skill India has not been able to achieve
the expected success due to a lack of
training infrastructure and insufficient
private-sector involvement.

Skill India Mission and skill develop-
ment of the new generation is a national
need, important to building a strong

foundation of ‘Aatam-Nirbhar Bharat’.
Under the aegis of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and Sabka
Prayas’ every youth is likely to be
empowered with skill wings from school
time to achieve a successful career.

Skilling India’s youth should
undoubtedly be a high priority.
However, government initiatives to
improve India’s skilling track record
have not been very satisfactory yet. An
analysis by the Sharda Prasad
Committee on Skill India Reforms (2016)
found that skill development courses
often offered limited value to their
employment opportunities.

While some skilling schemes have
since been restructured, the problem
has not been fully addressed. For
instance, when the government intro-
duced the Garib Kalyan Rozgar Yojana
(GKRY) in 2020 to address skilling and
unemployment issues that emerged in
the wake of reverse migration, it did not
pan out as anticipated. Many reports
suggest that GKRY’s market demand-
driven skilling initiatives were not suc-
cessful; they did not reach the intended
beneficiaries. This hints at a systemic
problem that affects the talent ecosys-
tem in India.

The number of skilled and certified
workers is not meeting the demand,
causing a significant imbalance. The
International Labor Organization (ILO)
predicts that by 2030, India could face a
shortage of about 29 million skilled
employees. Currently, there is a short-
age of skilled workers in companies,
while there are many educated individu-
als in the country who are unemployed.
Unemployment is a significant problem
that can be reduced by enhancing peo-

ple's skills.
India is expected to contribute 25% of

the global workforce in the next few
years. Failure to skill, re-skill and up-
skill our young population will prevent
us from fulfilling our global responsibili-
ties. Regular global skill gap assess-
ments are necessary, and recruitment
patterns need to shift from "degree-
based" to "skill-based." To address these
issues, the National Skills Universities
Bill 2015 proposes the establishment of
National Skills Universities (NSU).

Organizations can also benefit from
upskilling their employees, but the high-
est return on investment is achieved
when priority areas and skills are identi-
fied based on company goals and vision.
Company leaders should prioritize skills
that will have the biggest impact and
focus on upskilling employees in those
areas. Upskilling can lead to increased
employee engagement and retention by
providing growth opportunities for
employees within the company. This can
prevent employees from leaving their
roles due to a perceived lack of career
advancement. By investing in upskilling,
companies can also save significant
costs associated with employee
turnover. On average, it costs around a
third of an employee's annual salary to
replace them when they leave a compa-
ny. As a recruiting tool, companies can
provide growth opportunities to attract
job seekers. 86% of employees consider
job training essential. A culture of learn-
ing can boost morale, teamwork, and
satisfaction. According to PwC data,
77% of workers want to upskill.
Upskilling employees can help them
advance in their careers and increase
professional development. 

THOUGHT OF THE DAY

“"An eye for and eye will only make the whole

world blind." - Mahatma Gandhi

The workforce will require upskilling

BY AAKAR PATEL

I
have a novel out this month, and
also an event that discusses the role
of fiction writing in engaging with

the material world. The lawyers who
represented Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi in his case in Surat have also
just published a work of fiction titled
Theory of Suspicion. Kirit Panwala and
Rohan Panwala (they also represent me
in a similar case in Surat filed by the
same BJP legislator) draw on their
experience as lawyers practising on the
criminal side to tell a story. The core of
the book is a multiple murder mystery
and the authors say that they draw
their inspiration from an actual series
of events. Their novel is unusual
because in India few professionals
write books and even fewer write fiction
centred around their area of expertise.
On my shelves I can see a couple of
autobiographies by two Pakistan chief
justices, M.C. Chagla’s Roses in
December and M.C. Setalvad’s mem-
oirs, but there is not much else from
those in the legal profession. For this
reason, we must be grateful to the
authors who, woven into their murder
mystery, give us insights into how the
police force functions, what the proto-
cols of state are with respect to the
judiciary, the conduct of lawyers and
some tips for handling interrogation.

For these alone, the book is worth
reading.

I wanted however to discuss another
aspect outside of the mystery that the
Panwalas take up, and that is regard-
ing jurisprudence and innovation. They
start and build their story around a
judge who develops a theory that dis-
cards what we call common law and
begins to adjudicate cases on whim. In
brief, his theory may be described as
suspicion being the same as guilt, and
then this finding of “guilt” is followed
swiftly by punishment. This reflects in
many ways the view of large parts of
our nation in these times.

The modern criminal justice system
is designed around the rights of the
accused, because the power in a crimi-
nal case is overwhelmingly with the
State. The government controls the
police, it has a veto on the appointment
and transfer of judges, it conducts
prosecutions and carries out incarcera-
tions. The accused has little power or
agency in comparison, and it is for this
reason democracies construct their
justice system around the rights of
those the State goes after.

This will surprise those, likely the
majority of the population, who think it
should be centred around the State’s
ability to punish bad people. Such a
sentiment is common even among
those who are or have been part of the

State. In 2007, the fifth report of the
Administrative Reforms Commission
on public order opens with this quota-
tion from former President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam. “If real criminals in our society
are left without punishment for years,
because of the delay in criminal justice
for various reasons, it will indeed result
in the multiplication of people taking to
criminal acts.” This is of a piece with
those who demand the death penalty
and hangings on the assumption that
State violence against “real criminals”
produces a just society.

This attitude, this mindset is the rea-
son why independent India has tight-
ened laws to give more power to the
State against defendants, and either
not undone colonial-era laws or made
them even harsher. The massacre at
Jallianwala Bagh came after a gather-
ing that protested against the Rowlatt
Act, which gave the government sweep-
ing powers of detention without trial.
Few might know that the law was never
applied and was in fact rescinded. But
in every state of India today there are
laws worse than the Rowlatt Act and
people are jailed without trial and even
without any crime being committed,
under laws that allow preventive deten-
tion. Has this harshness resulted been
effective in curbing crime? The num-
bers produced by the Union govern-
ment say no. The conviction rate in IPC

cases was 64.8 per cent in 1961. In
2005 it was 42.4 per cent. The 2017
National Crime Records Bureau data
shows that for murder the conviction
rate is 43 per cent in India. For rape, it
is 32 per cent, for kidnapping 26 per
cent, for injury including acid attacks
29 per cent and for rioting 20 per cent.
Harsher laws have not in fact resulted
in     what former President A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam had wanted.

The acquittals have another story to
tell. Criminal law has the power to
destroy lives and its use for this reason
must be guarded, measured and cali-
brated, not recklessly and relentlessly
applied, as is unfortunately the case in
our nation. These are the thoughts one
has when reading the Panwalas’ story
about the judge and his family. Their
judge is fictional but he has real-life
parallels when it comes to going rogue.
Consider, to give one example, how
many judges in the lower judiciary
“overturn” judgments and even explicit
Supreme Court directives when it
comes to arrests and the application of
such charges as sedition, when there is
no call or incitement to violence. It is in
the middle of this reality that this novel
has been written. Without revealing
much, I should say that the judge in
the novel gets his comeuppance in
more ways than one. For this reason, to
me the book was satisfying.

FACT & FICTION: HARSHER LAWS HAVE
NOT LED TO JUSTICE IN INDIA

BY SHIKHA MUKERJEE

After the successful meeting of the
INDIA parties in Mumbai, which had
ended with a slogan: “Judega Bharat,
Jeetega INDIA”; the 29-party INDIA col-
lective is ready to lift off. In the just
under seven weeks when it met in
Bengaluru to present itself to the nation
as the INDIA collective, signs of transfor-
mation in the political space are now
beginning to show.

INDIA is poised to unveil itself as a
credible challenger to the hitherto invin-
cibility of the BJP and its most popular
leader Narendra Modi. The date has
been set, October 2, and the place, New
Delhi, where the alliance expects to see
itself in power in 2024.

The BJP’s gaslighting -- the bewilder-
ing announcement of a special joint ses-
sion of Parliament, possibly in the new
building, that by the end of the day
failed to answer the pertinent question -
- what is the agenda of the session --
bombed. The “One Nation, One Election”
kite that it flew to rattle the INDIA
Opposition and monopolise the chatter
in the media and the social media
turned out to be a flop. There was a

third attempt to steal the show, the
announcement of the Amrit Kalash
Yatra, an inclusive green-earth project
that sank.

The party and its leadership over-
played the move to seize attention and
keep it focused on itself. The committee
headed by former President Ram Nath
Kovind has many of the usual suspects
and the refusal by Congress Lok Sabha
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury will be
a positive embarrassment for the pro-
posers, because its ambitions are as
unrealistic as they are bizarre.

The facts point to the unfortunate
conclusion that by the time the INDIA
parties announced their plans for the
next one month, the BJP failed to ignite
the gas. It did not inform the nation
what was the whole point of the enor-
mously expensive special session. It
failed to consult with the Opposition,
which would have been proper, by call-
ing a meeting of the business advisory
committees of the Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha. There was noise over the very
dangerous move to impose an entirely
undemocratic calendar on elections; but
that’s all it was. INDIA has raised the
political stakes for the BJP and is

jostling with the party’s most popular
Prime Minister for public and media
attention. Having raised expectations,
especially among that entirely fickle
layer of educated, influential relatively
better-off middle-class voters, a large
percentage of which tends to be swayed
by rhetoric, suboptimal economic poli-
cies and miraculous cures for failing
governance, the INDIA parties now need
to begin to act as responsibly and con-
vincingly as they have begun.

This is not to argue that INDIA as an
alliance is set to defeat the BJP and oust
Narendra Modi from power should a
snap Lok Sabha election be called by the
Prime Minister tomorrow. For that mat-
ter, the BJP itself is not ready for such
an adventure; it has just begun setting
its squabbling house in order in several
fractious states and it needs to serve up
a few more “revdis”, or freebies, once
described as irresponsible financial
profligacy by the Supreme Court on the
one hand and the finance minister and
external affairs minister on the other.

There is much that the INDIA parties
have to do between now and whenever
the Lok Sabha election is called. That
sense of urgency was finally understood

at the Mumbai conclave, prodded by the
BJP’s gaslighting and the misgivings of
senior partners like Nitish Kumar of the
Janata Dal (United) and Mamata
Banerjee of the Trinamul Congress.

The events of August 31-September 1
capture with exquisite accuracy Prof.
Partha Chatterjee’s point “time is het-
erogeneous, unevenly dense”, in his
book The Politics of the Governed. The
48 hours were very dense indeed, with
INDIA blossoming into being on the one
hand and the BJP launching a pre-emp-
tive slapdash missile-drone mission on
the other. The centrality of unifying
India and rescuing it from the grip of the
viciously divisive Hindutva agenda of the
militant right-wing Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and its political
instrument, the BJP, is evident in
INDIA’s slogan of “Judega Bharat-
Jeetega INDIA”. Converting this slogan
into a political narrative will require
back-breaking labour. AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal hit the nail on the head;
it is imperative for all Opposition parties
to unify to win. In doing so, he conceded
that his efforts to stitch together an anti-
Congress-anti-BJP alliance in the past
was a bad idea. 

INDIA gets set, preparing for liftoff; BJP gets jitters
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: In
order to celebrate the Teachers Day,
Department of Handicrafts and
Handloom (H&H), Kashmir today
honoured and recognized the serv-
ices of Craft Instructors and Master
Craftsmen who are substantial
medium to preserve the rich tradi-
tional art, heritage, culture and tra-
ditional skills of Kashmir in an
impressive function held here in
this regard.  It is because of their
services, Srinagar earned a place in
UNESCO Creative Cities Network
(UCCN) in the craft and folk-art cat-
egory, the only city in India from a
list of 49 worldwide to earn this
honour. Commissioner Secretary
Industries and commerce, Vikramjit
Singh, who was the chief guest on
the occasion, acknowledged the
remarkable contribution of Craft
Instructors and Master Craftsmen.

He said, “I extend heartfelt appreci-
ation to all Craft Instructors and
Master Craftsmen, who are no less
than educators, for their invaluable
contributions to our communities
and society at large”.

Speaking on the occasion
Director Handicrafts and Handloom
Kashmir highlighted the role of
Craft Instructors in creating a bal-
ance between the traditional values
and contemporary outlook. He
termed craftsmen the ambassadors
of our heritage to the world. He fur-
ther highlighted the departmental
role in bridging the gap between the
department and artisans through
the Karkhandar scheme introduced
to bring new life into UT’s craft
industry, especially the dying crafts.

This day celebrated by depart-
ment serves as a reminder of the
vital contributions of the instructors
in nurturing the minds of the next
generation. The theme ‘Celebrating

our Craftsmen’ underscores the
importance of instructors as cata-
lysts for personal growth, critical
thinking, and societal progress. It
highlights their role in not only
imparting the craft but also playing
an invaluable role in teaching and
guiding individuals, often students
or hobbyists, in the creation of vari-
ous craft projects.

In celebration of Teachers’ Day,
the department arranged the pro-
gramme to recognize and celebrate
the craftsmen for their commitment
to imparting the age-old crafts. The
event witnessed distribution of cer-
tificates among the Master Trainers
of Karkhandar scheme. On the spot
orders were also issued for estab-
lishment of new units under
Karkhandar scheme and formula-
tion of cooperative societies.

Pledge taking ceremony on
Brashtachar Mukht, J&K was also
held on the occasion.

H&H Deptt Kashmir honours Craft Instructors, Master
Craftsmen to mark Teacher's Day celebrations 
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RAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 05: District
Administration Ramban has inten-
sified activities under Bhrashtachar
Mukt Jammu and Kashmir and dig-
ital JK Week campaigns across the
district  to sensitize the people
about various government’ s online
services and initiatives taken to
eradicate the corruption from the
society and system as well.

Presiding over a mega event at the
Sub-divisional headquarter
Ramsoo, the Deputy Commissioner
Ramban, highlighted various
schemes and    initiatives taken by
the government to provide corrup-
tion free governance in a hassle free
and transparent manner.

BDC Chairperson Ramsoo, Shafiq
Ahmed Katoch, DDC Member
Bashir Naik, SDM Ramsoo,
Ghansham Basotra, Tehsildar,
Naser Javed, BDO, Ram Pal, and
various senior officers, PRIs and
general public attended the func-
tion.   Mentioning the role of PRIs
and officers in making corruption
free UT of Jammu and Kashmir, the
Deputy Commissioner asked them
to work on Digital mode to provide
quality and timely services to peo-
ple.  He said that the government
has adopted a zero tolerance policy
against corruption. He said there

are more than 600 services avail-
able online in the district Ramban
and all services of the revenue
department are also available
online. He said the online shift of
services has paved the way for
transparent, accountable and
accessible government-to-citizen
transactions. He also directed to
raise awareness about IT-related
initiatives, such as the
“Empowerment-Janbhagidari
Portal.” This portal plays a pivotal
role in establishing a transparent
system of governance.
Simultaneously, the “Digital Week”
will be celebrated, highlighting the

significance of digital initiatives in
government processes.

During the programme partici-
pants were also briefed about vari-
ous online services of the revenue
and other departments. The
Departments also highlighted their
point being implemented to eradi-
cate corruption and promote trans-
parent and accountable gover-
nance. Eelier, the Deputy
Commissioner greeted the teachers
on Teachers' day and urged them to
focus on the students’ education
besides developing their overall per-
sonality so that they become good
citizens.

DC Ramban presides over mega event at Ramsoo under Bhrashtachar
Mukt Jammu and Kashmir, Digital JK Week campaigns
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JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 5: Deputy
Commissioner, Sachin Kumar
Vaishya today chaired a meeting of
the Sub-Divisional Level Committee
(SDLC) regarding delineation and
demarcation of land in village Jallo
Chak, Tehsil Bahu.

The land is not part of any water
course or source, but has been
recorded as Gair Mumkin Khad,
Darya, Nallah, etc. The meeting was
called to review and to deliberate
implementation of the committee's
report.

The SDLC, under the leadership

of SDM Jammu South, Atul Dutt
Sharma, was convened on August
2, 2023, to discuss and finalise the
delineation and demarcation exer-
cise.

The primary focus of the SDLC's
efforts has been the preparation of
Geo-referenced Maps of Revenue
Villages using DGPS technology,
digitisation of village maps and con-
ducting quality checks to ensure
accuracy.

The SDLC used advanced tech-
nology to create maps of revenue
villages and a Digital Elevation
Model with sub-meter accuracy.
They also created flood risk maps

for different return periods (25
years, 50 years and 100 years).

Furthermore, the SDLC superim-
posed the final delineated water
bodies onto geo-referenced Revenue
Maps, ensuring precision and align-
ment with the geographical data.

Based on the extensive studies
and collaborations, the SDLC has
made several observations and rec-
ommendations for the village Jallo
Chak area. Notable findings include
the identification of water bodies
and land suitable for retention or
alienation.

The Deputy Commissioner dis-
cussed the implementation and
final report of the committee. He
impressed upon the officers to
resolve technicalities and submit its
final report at the earliest.

The meeting was attended by key
officials, including the Divisional
Forest Officer, representatives of
Jammu Municipal Corporation (DC
North Jammu), Jammu
Development Authority (JDA),
Urban Environmental Engineering
Department (UEED), ACD Jammu
and SE Hydraulic Circle. 

DC reviews report formulated by
Sub-Divisional Level Committee  
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KISHTWAR, SEPTEMBER 5:
Famber Trek, a remarkable outdoor
adventure, reached a triumphant
conclusion on September 4th,
2023. This exceptional trek was
meticulously organized by the
District Administration Kishtwar in
collaboration with the Sub
Divisional Administration
Chhatroo, Kishtwar Development
Authority and Directorate of
Tourism Jammu, with the invalu-
able oversight of Dr. Devansh Yadav
, Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar.

The Famber Trek commenced on
the 2nd of September, embarking
from Khowra Chhatroo, and wit-
nessed the enthusiastic participa-
tion of over 100 trekkers, predomi-
nantly hailing from the local com-
munities of Kishtwar and
Bhaderwah. Notably, the trek wel-
comed participants of all ages, with
master Basit, a 13-year-old enthu-
siast, representing the youngest
trekker, while Abdul Rashid proud-
ly joined as the eldest trekker.

The trek was ceremoniously
flagged off by Shokat Hayat Mattoo,
SDM Chhatroo, in the presence of
Tasleem Wani, BDO Chhatroo, and
Parvaiz Ahmed, SHO Chhatroo.

The trek was also graced by the
company of SDM Chhatroo and
Tehsildar Kishtwar, Umar Muneeb,
who provided invaluable support
and guidance to the trekkers

throughout their journey. Besides,
CEO ,Kishtwar Development
Authority Dr Rishi Sharma provided
the necessary logistic support in
making the trek a success and the
locals besides the Social activists
like Maqbool Ahmed among others
also gave their efforts, which was
instrumental in reaching this
remarkable milestone.

Over the course of three days, the
intrepid participants traversed a
challenging path, which included
awe-inspiring locations such as
Hafthalu, Dugada, Matti, and the
breathtaking Famber Valley. On the
second day, the contingent ven-
tured to Ashish Kain and returned
to Famber Valley, further enhancing
their exploration of this scenic
region. 

The trek culminated on the third
day as the trekkers made their way
back from Famber Valley to the
starting point, passing through the
magnificent Bari Nallah.

This trek underscores the District
Administration's unwavering com-
mitment to promoting the discovery
of the unexplored gems nestled
within the pristine landscapes of
Kishtwar district. Kishtwar has
earned a reputation for hosting
numerous high-altitude treks
including the renowned Brammah
Valley trek, in recent years.

A professional team recently con-
quered the formidable Brahammah
trek within the Dachhgam Kishtwar

National Park, solidifying the dis-
trict's standing as a premier desti-
nation for trekking enthusiasts.

Over the past one year, the
District Administration Kishtwar
under the visionary guidance of
Deputy Commissioner Dr Devansh
Yadav IAS, in collaboration with
various stakeholders, has been
actively engaged in sending numer-
ous local youths from these remote
areas to participate in Tourism Skill
Development workshops to
enhance,upgrade and expose their
talent in the sector. These work-
shops are conducted at various pre-
mier institutes across Jammu and
Kashmir, including the prestigious
Jawahar Institute of
Mountaineering and Winter Sports
in Pahalgam.

In addition to these commendable
initiatives, the adventure tourism
activities organised by
Administration have emerged as a
pivotal force in harnessing the
tourism potential of the region.
These activities not only draw
adventure enthusiasts but also cre-
ate avenues for self-employment
opportunities for local artisans,
handicraftsmen, owners of Stay
homes,  pony handlers, potters,
vloggers, and locally trained youths
who can serve as tourist guides.
This strategic approach is particu-
larly beneficial for the economically
challenged far-flung hilly areas,
offering them much-needed busi-
ness and self-employment
prospects, thereby boosting the
rural economy and local infrastruc-
ture.

The success of the Famber Trek is
a testament to the spirit of adven-
ture, unity, and the unyielding
determination of both participants
and organizers. It is a reflection of
the untamed beauty of Kishtwar
and the limitless potential for explo-
ration that this region offers. 

Accomplishment of Famber Trek adds another milestone
to tourism promotion in Kishtwar District
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REASI, SEPTEMBER 05: Students of
Government General Zorawar Singh
Memorial Degree College, Reasi cele-
brated Teachers Day enthusiastical-
ly to commemorate the birth

anniversary of India’s great teacher
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan in
which all the students and staff
members of the college participated.
Vice-Principal and Associate Prof.
Dr. Samriti Aggarwal was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.

The event started with paying trib-
utes to Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan. 

The students performed various
cultural programes, speeches and
games by the students in honour of
their teachers.

Students of GDC Reasi celebrate Teachers' Day 
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RAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 5: Mission
Director Jammu Kashmir Rural
Livelihoods Mission (JKRLM), Indu
Kanwal Chib today visited Ramban
and held a comprehensive review of
the work done by JKRLM in the dis-
trict at a meeting.

The purpose of the visit was to
assess the progress made across
various thematic areas and provide
valuable insights and guidance for
timely achievement of the indica-
tors. The meeting was attended by
the DDC Chairperson Dr.
Shamshad Shan, BDC Chairperson
Rashida Begum, DDC members,

PRIs, Bankers and members of
women SHGs.  Appreciating the
steps taken by the Mission Director
JKRLM for strengthening and pro-
viding livelihood to the women folk
in the district, the chairperson
District Development Council,
Ramban, Dr. Shamshad Shan
asked the department to conduct
such meeting at block level to sensi-
tize the people about JKRLM’s ini-
tiatives launched for the welfare of
women.

The Mission Director focused on
reviewing different thematic areas,
including Institution Building and
Capacity Building (IBCB), Farm and
Non-Farm Livelihoods, and

Financial Inclusion.
Convening meeting with the

District Programme Managers
(DPMs), Block Program Managers
(BPMs), and the Management
Information System (MIS) team,  the
MD closely examined the progress
made in each block and provided
valuable feedback to enhance the
implementation process and ensure
that the benefits of special projects
reached out to the most vulnerable
women led households.

She directed the JKRLM team
Ramban to remain focused and
determined to achieve the targets.
She specifically emphasized the
importance of social mobilization
and inclusion, urging the team to
ensure that all households are
included in development initiatives.
The MD stressed the need to expe-
dite efforts to reach households that
have been left out.

Furthermore, the MD acknowl-
edged and appreciated the dedicat-
ed and exemplary efforts of the
JKRLM in Ramban. She commend-
ed their commitment and hard
work, recognizing the positive
impact they have made on the lives
of the rural SHG women. Her words
of encouragement highlighted their
effective implementation of pro-
grams and their persistence in
improving the community's well-
being.

Interacts with public representatives, reviews Work done
in District, emphasizes on social Mobilization, Inclusion

MD JKRLM visits Ramban 

Prestigious Annual Shree Machail Mata Yatra 2023 concludes     
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KISHTWAR, SEPTEMBER 5: The
revered 43-day long Annual Shree
Machail Mata Yatra 2023 culminat-
ed in District Kishtwar today  amid
religious ceremonies. An impressive
2 lakh pilgrims visited the sacred
Machail Bhawan during the pilgrim-
age.

The concluding day witnessed the
presence of Deputy Commissioner
Kishtwar, Dr. Devansh Yadav;
Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Inderjeet Singh Parihar; SDM
Paddar, Arun Kumar Badyal; DPO,
Sunil Bhutyal; Tehsildar, Satish
Rana; SDPO Paddar Prehlad
Sharma; AO DC Office, Imran
Kichloo.  Together, they paid their
respect in the Bhawan of Maa
Chandi Temple and sought bless-

ings for the peace, prosperity, and
development of District Kishtwar.

During the visit, the Deputy
Commissioner engaged with the
local community, extending his
heartfelt congratulations on the
resounding success of this year's
Yatra. He expressed gratitude to the
local residents and other stakehold-
ers for their unwavering cooperation
throughout the pilgrimage.

He expressed optimism that the
annual yatra is on a path to surpass
an impressive milestone of 3 lakh
next year. In anticipation of this, the
administration is actively consider-
ing measures to enhance the yatra
experience. Plans include extending
the yatra season to six months, pro-
viding continuous support and
improving amenities for the pil-
grims. Furthermore, there is a con-

certed effort to expedite the comple-
tion of the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) road up to
Machail. These strategic moves are
aimed at not only accommodating
the growing number of devotees but
also ensuring their safety, comfort
and accessibility.

The local populace lauded the
efforts of the District and local
administration, particularly under
the leadership of Deputy
Commissioner Kishtwar Dr
Devansh Yadav, for their meticu-
lous planning and execution, ensur-
ing the smooth and successful con-
duct of the Yatra.

Later, the Deputy Commissioner
accompanied by other officials, vis-
ited the residence of the head priest
of the temple, Shri Des Raj Ji, who
passed away recently. They offered
condolences and sympathies to the
bereaved family members and
prayed for the peaceful repose of the
departed soul.

DC Kishtwar greets locals, shares plans for Next Year Yatra

Delineation of land in Jallo Chak village 

Over 2 Lakh Pilgrims visit Temple shrine making it second
most famous religious destination in Jammu Division
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GANDERBAL, SEPTEMBER 05: In
view of ongoing Bhrashtachar
Mukt J&K Week, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Ganderbal,
Shyambir today presided over the
awareness workshop organized by
KPDCL Division Ganderbal in the
lawns of Mini Secretariat
Ganderbal.

The camp was attended by pres-
ident Municipal Council
Ganderbal, SE KPDCL, Executive
Engineer KPDCL Division
Ganderbal besides a huge gather-

ing of locals.
On the occasion the DC high-

lighted the purpose of celebrating
Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week
and said that various community
based awareness programs are
being held in the district to edu-
cate government officials and citi-
zens about the detrimental effects
of corruption and ways to combat
it. The DC said that the District
Administration is committed to
shift all government offices to
online mode adding that online
shift of services has paved the
way for transparent, accountable

and accessible Government to cit-
izens besides has also ensured
time-bound service delivery and
redressal of grievances.

He appreciated the dedication of
field staff of the KPDCL to ensure
undisturbed power supply to the
consumers.

He also commended their role
during the Yatra period.

During the workshop, the
resource persons generated
awareness about the negative
impact of corruption, ways to
combat it, awareness about online
services, smart metering etc.

Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week: DC Gbl presides-over
Awareness Workshop organized by KPDCL 
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SHOPIAN, SEPTEMBER 05: In order
to highlight and promote the virgin
tourist destinations of the district, the
District Information Centre (DIC)
Shopian today conducted a media
exposure tour to Dubjan -Peer Ki Gali
tourist hotspots in Shopian district.

The media tour to Dubjan and Peer
Ki Gali is the District
Administration’s one of the promo-
tional exercises to promote newly
notified tourist destinations of the

district. Media persons belonging to
different national and local organisa-
tions took part in the exposure tour
and highlighted the Tourist activities
and infrastructural interventions
being made to develop the eco-
tourism potential of the tourist cir-
cuit. The area is known for many
mesmerizing and breathtaking spots,
including the Heerpora Wildlife
Sanctuary, along the historic Mughal
Road and the twin springs of Dubjan
besides Mughal Sarai, and multiple
trekking routes.

The area offers scenic pleasure for
tourists and travelers alike.
Expansive Rambiara with its clear
waters and dense forests, excite one
and all who embark on the journey
towards the Peer Ki Gali.

The area is being developed by the
Dubjan - Peer Ki Gali Tourism
Development Authority in many
ways ranging from building hutment
areas, cafeterias, development of
parks, walkways and creating public
convenience points, among other
interventions, said CEO, Ghalib
Hussain. He said efforts are being
made to lure tourists and provide
them all sorts of facilities for a com-
fortable journey.

The area also comes under the
Tourist Network Plan of Mission
Youth which has many incentives to
offer for locals for developing tourist
infrastructure and building liveli-
hood of the local population.

The media persons were also felici-
tated on the occasion for their
endeavours of highlighting develop-
mental and welfare measures of the
government in the district. 

DIC Shopian conducts Media Exposure
Tour to Dubjan -Peer Ki Gali

Tour aimed to promote the picturesque tourism spots of the district
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SAMBA, AUGUST 05: A district level
Teachers’ Day celebration function
was held today in Pt. Prem Nath
Dogra Degree College Samba. The
event was hosted by District adminis-
tration Samba in collaboration with
School Education Department.

District Development
Commissioner Samba  Abhishek
Sharma was the Chief Guest of the
program which also witnessed the
attendance  of Additional District
Development Commissioner, S.
Rajinder Singh (Guest of Honour),
Chief Education Officer, Kewal
Krishan, Principal Degree College
Samba, Twinkle Suri, Associate
Professors from Degree College

Samba, Principal of Government Hr.
Secondary schools and Zonal
Education Officers of the district and
several Retired Officials i.e Retired
Principals, Lecturers, Masters,
Teachers and working Principals,
Lecturers, Masters, Teachers students
from various Schools attended the
Programme.

The program commenced with the
lighting of ceremonial lamp by the
Chief Guest followed by a scintillat-
ing cultural show.   “Saraswathi
Vandana” was presented by the stu-
dents of Government Girls HSS
Samba, while Students of High
School Naran presented Dogri dance
and Students of Government Girls
HSS Tapasvi devoted a song  to all
teachers. The Chief Guest, in his

address, stressed upon the Teachers
to arrange interactions and plan ses-
sions for discussing Human Values
with the students.

Deedar Singh, Rtd Principal,
Ramesh Kumar Sharma, Lecturer
(DICC) delivered a detailed lecture
on New Education Policy 20-20,
while Shakti Kumar Sharma spoke on
the significance of “Teachers Day”.

All retiree Principals, Head master,
Master and Teachers were also hon-
oured by Chief Guest and Chief
Education Officer Samba.

Chief Education Officer presented
vote of thanks to all the dignitaries,
students and media persons.

The programme concluded with
recitation of National Anthem by all
the participants.

Pt. Prem Nath Dogra Degree College 
celebrates Teachers' Day 
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: Amar
Singh College Srinagar today
observed Teachers’ Day to mark the
135th birth anniversary of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, a
renowned scholar, recipient of Bharat
Ratna, first Vice-President, and sec-
ond President of independent India.

Dr. Radhakrishnan has written
extensively on Indian philosophy,
and ethics, more specifically on
Advaita Vedanta, Universalism and
communal harmony.

The event began with a warm wel-

come address by Prof Heena Amin,
Convenor, Cultural Committee,
Amar Singh College who briefly
flagged off the event, followed by an
enlightening inaugural address pre-
sented by the principal of the college
Prof. (Dr) Sheikh Ajaz Bashir.

The principal threw light on the
role played by teachers in nation-
building and emphasised the need for
obedience and respect towards teach-
ers to succeed in life. He also distrib-
uted the flowers among teachers as a
symbol of love, respect, and an
acknowledgement of their good
work. The faculty appreciated this

compassionate gesture coming from
the head of the institution.

The event was hosted by the stu-
dents of the college who treated their
teachers to a gala event and show-
cased their talent in various cultural
programmes. The students presented
various scintillating cultural pro-
grammes, poetry, song and dance
and delivered thoughtful speeches,
and a short skit relevant to the theme
of Teachers Day.

Audiences present on the occasion,
both students as well as teachers,
expressed their deep appreciation for
the various programmes presented at
the event.

The programme concluded with a
vote of thanks delivered by Mehlika
student of the 6th semester who
thanked the principal of Amar Singh
College, Convenor Cultural
Committee, faculty and the students
of Amar Singh College for making
this programme a huge success.

The programme was moderated by
Arshi Yaqoob, a student in the 9th
semester of IG English and Arif stu-
dent from the B.A 4th semester. 

Prof. Ovais, Head Department of
Persian, acted as rapporteur for the
event. 

Amar Singh College celebrates 'Teachers Day'
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SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER
05: The Director Agriculture
Kashmir, Chowdhury
Mohammad Iqbal today
inaugurated two days
awareness cum training
programme on “promotion
of bee keeping on scientific
lines’’ under National
Beekeeping and Honey
Mission (NBHM) at
Sheikh–ul- Alam Hall
Budgam.

The programme was
attended by scientists, bee-
keepers, farmers, officers,
officials of the department
and other stakeholders.

Director Agriculture in
his inaugural address
underlined the importance
of beekeeping and said that
in rural areas bee keeping is
an important source of
income and livelihood for
many landless farmers,
small and marginal farming
families.

He said that under the
holistic Agriculture devel-
opment programme a
multi-crore project has been
approved by the UT admin-

istration for the develop-
ment of this sector over the
period of five years.

Director Agriculture said
the honey bees play a cru-
cial role towards food secu-
rity by pollinating thou-
sands of flowering plants,
therefore a special approach
is adopted by the depart-
ment for the development
of this sector. Iqbal said that
the ‘promotion of Bee-
Keeping in UT of J&K’ proj-
ect is one of 29 projects
approved by the J&K
administration and recom-

mended by the apex com-
mittee for holistic develop-
ment of agriculture and
allied sectors.  He said the
project aims at addressing
various issues by increasing
the number of colonies
through cluster formation,
encouraging bee- preneur-
ship and bee- start-ups
beside value addition and
marketing. ADDC Budgam,
Akramullah tak who was
the guest of honour on the
event released a Souvenir
regarding the projects, pro-
grammes and initiatives by

the department for the
development of beekeeping
sector in the district.

Earlier, Chief Agriculture
Officer Budgam, Syed
Tafazal Hussain Madni
gave an overview of the
bee-keeping scenario in the
district. He appraised the
chief guest regarding vari-
ous interventions by the
department for the promo-
tion of beekeeping in the
district.

Organiser of the aware-
ness programme, Adina
Altaf through a powerpoint
presentation briefed the
participants about the aims
and objectives of the two
days awareness cum train-
ing programme.

Joint Director extension
G.M Dhobi, Chief
Agriculture Budgam,
District Agriculture Officer
Extension Budgam, Chief
Horticulture Officer
Budgam, District coordina-
tor, KVK Budgam, District
Officer KVIB Budgam,
Manager Lead Bank,
Divisional Forest officer
Budgam were present on
the occasion. 

Director Agriculture inaugurates two-day
Awareness/ Training programme at Budgam
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KATHUA, SEPTEMBER 05: A series
of activities including Digital Melas,
Awareness programes are being host-
ed across Kathua district to mark the
celebration of Digital Week-2023.

On the directions of the Deputy
Commissioner, Rakesh Minhas, a
number of awareness programmes
were held in different areas of the dis-
trict as a part of Digital Week
Celebrations aimed at enhancing dig-
ital literacy among the Stakeholders.
Mega Digital Week celebration pro-
grammes were held at Sub Division
Bani under the supervision of SDM,
Satish Sharma.

On the occasion, senior officers of
different departments sensitized the
people about On-Line services being
provided by their respective depart-
ments as they gave demonstrations
and hands-on training.

The departments provided on spot
e-services being offered by them,
including Aadhaar enrollment,
Golden Cards, services of Revenue
department, Horticulture,
Agriculture, Holistic Agriculture
Development Schemes, RDD
schemes besides other services that
can be availed online by the public.

Speaking about the weeklong
"Digital Week-2023", the SDM Bani
said that the initiative has been
launched to provide easy access to
Government schemes and services
and enhance digital literacy among
the people, besides adapting techno-
logical interventions to ensure citi-
zens centric services in an efficient,
prompt and effective manner. The
digital week will align with the anti-

corruption campaign, showcasing the
role of online services in combating
corruption.

Measures will be taken against
individuals filing frivolous com-
plaints to send a clear message
against misuse of anti-corruption
measures. Google Form links will be
disseminated through social media
and other platforms to encourage
public feedback. A massive publicity
campaign involving citizens, youth
clubs, PRI's, and media will ensure
door-to-door information dissemina-
tion on the anti-corruption drive.

The Digital week camps were also
held in other parts of the district
where the line departments show-
cased their online schemes to the peo-
ple and enrolled the beneficiaries. 

Mega awareness camp held at Sub Division Bani
Event showcases revolution in public service delivery,

transparent and corruption free governance

Digital Week celebration 2023
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PULWAMA, SEPTEMBER 05: On
the eve of ‘Teachers Day’, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Dr.
Basharat Qayoom today visited
Government Boys Higher Secondary
School (GBHSS) Pulwama and
addressed a huge gathering of stu-
dents.

The DC was given a warm wel-
come by the enthusiastic and jubilant

students. Addressing the students,
the DC threw light on the significance
and historical background of the
Teachers’ Day which also marks the
birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan.

“Teacher is the real architect of a
society and as such deserves respect
and honor from all walks of life. The
best way of celebrating Teachers’ Day
is to respect and honour the teacher
in real essence and to recognize the

efforts of a teacher in shaping the stu-
dents”, said the DC.

He made the students familiar with
the values of the Teacher now and
then.  The DC also asked students
and the youth to be aware of the dis-
astrous effect of drug menace and
advised them not to fall prey to ene-
mies of humanity and society, who
are hell bent upon to involve society
in the drugs. 

He asked them to follow and sup-
port the programme of District
Administration, envisage completely
eradicating the drug menace from the
district and making Pulwama a drug
free district. CEO Pulwama also
spoke on the occasion and threw light
on the significance of Teachers’ Day
celebration.

Meanwhile, Teachers’ Day was cel-
ebrated in all educational institutions
of Pulwama district. 

The students participated in differ-
ent activities including singing, danc-
ing, speeches and other cultural vari-
ety programmes and expressed their
love and respect for their teachers. 

'Teachers Day' celebrated across Pulwama
DC addresses function at GBHSS Pulwama
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BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 05: As
part of the ongoing Bhrashtachar
Mukt J&K Week, and following the
directions of Deputy Commissioner
Bandipora, a team of senior officers
led by Nodal Officer Coordination
Mohammad Ashraf Hakak and ADC
Bandipora Umar Shafi Tuesday visit-
ed Bandipora town including main
market area to assess the issues faced
by people and addresses their griev-
ances and concerns. During the visit,
the officers interacted with people,
including traders and transporters,
besides shopkeepers. The officers
took stock of the issues faced by com-
mon people in and around the main
market. The people, including shop-
keepers and transporters on the occa-
sion, brought several issues into their

notice, including drainage system,
traffic management, and sanitation.

One of the main problems faced by
common people was a main drainage
hole situated in the center of Gulshan
Chowk Market. Officers on the spot
passed the directions to Executive
Officer Municipal Council Bandipora
for repairing and covering the hole on
a war-footing basis.

Nodal Officer Coordination on the
occasion said that visiting the heart of
Bandipora is aimed to establish a
direct line of communication with the
people, ensuring that their voices are
heard and issues resolved.

He said that the visit provided an
opportunity for the administration to
gain firsthand appraisal of the chal-
lenges faced by the residents and
business owners of the town. He said
that the concerns of the local popula-

tion have been recorded and shall be
resolved on a priority basis.

Speaking about Bhrashtachar Mukt
J&K week, he said that the goal of
District Administration is to build a
corruption-free society where every
citizen can lead a dignified life.

Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week: Senior Officers from
District Administration visit Bandipora Town

Take stock of grievances & issues faced by the people

Group of Doda farmers flagged off

for exposure tour to Bhaderwah
DODA, SEPTEMBER 05:   The
Department of Horticulture Doda,
under Holistic Agriculture
Development Program (HADP) for
the year 2023-2024, today organized
an exposure cum capacity building
tour for local farmers to Bhaderwah.
Aiming to enhance the knowledge
and skills of touring farmers in hor-
ticulture activities, the tour was
flagged off by ADDC Pran Singh.
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JAMMU, SEPT 05: The

Department of Tourism

and Travel Management

at the Central University

of Jammu, under the

patronage of Vice-

Chancellor Prof. Sanjeev

Jain, hosted an orienta-

tion program for its newly

admitted MBA (Tourism &

Travel Management) stu-

dents. This event served

as a platform to introduce

aspiring professionals to

the multifaceted world of

tourism and travel,

acquaint them with

esteemed faculty mem-

bers, and showcase the

abundant resources and

facilities dedicated to nur-

turing their academic and

personal growth.
The orientation pro-

gram commenced with a
warm and inspiring wel-
come address by Dr.
Bharti Gupta, Senior
Assistant Professor. Her
words resonated with the
department's commit-
ment to providing a holis-
tic and enriching learning
experience for students.
Following this, Dr.
Ranjeet Kumar Raman,
Head of the Department,
delivered an informative
presentation, offering
insights into the program,
department, and universi-
ty.

Dr. Raman shared his
perspectives on the
immense potential of the
tourism and travel
domain, emphasizing its

substantial contribution
to global economies. He
encouraged students to
embrace the opportunities
this dynamic sector offers.
Dr. Amit Gangotia, Senior
Assistant Professor took
the stage to shed light on
the crucial mindset and
skill set required to thrive
in the ever-evolving
tourism and travel sector.
His valuable insights pro-
vided a clear path for stu-
dents, underscoring the
transformative career
prospects within Tourism
and Travel Management.

Dr. Mahendra Singh,
Associate Professor, spoke
about fostering unity and
enthusiasm among the
incoming MBA (Tourism &
Travel Management) stu-
dents, emphasizing the

importance of cama-

raderie.  Mr. Rahul

Thakur, Assistant

Professor, emphasized the

significance of digital

skills in the field of

Tourism and Travel

Management. He under-

scored the digital profi-

ciency required in today's

rapidly evolving landscape

and offered guidance to

students on harnessing

this essential skill set.

During the orientation

program, senior students,

alumni, and research

scholars shared their

insights and experiences

with the new students,

providing valuable per-

spectives to guide their

academic journey ahead.

The event concluded on

a note of gratitude, with

Dr. Rabinder Singh,

Assistant Professor,

extending a heartfelt vote

of thanks. The

Department of Tourism

and Travel Management

takes immense pride in its

distinguished faculty,

dedicated students, and

the spirit of collaboration

that has marked the

beginning of this new aca-

demic session.

CUJ Dept of TTM hosts orientation
for MBA (TTM) students
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JAMMU, SEPT 05: A staggering
scam amounting to Rs 1,45,30,522
has come to light, allegedly under
the supervision of Hamesh
Manchanda, the President of Dogra
Front & Shiv Sena. In response,
members of Dogra Front & Shiv
Sena, led by President  Ashok
Gupta, organized a massive protest
march through the old city of
Jammu. The demonstration was
prompted by the recent corruption
scandal that has rocked the region.

President Ashok Gupta voiced
skepticism about the administra-

tion's claim of celebrating a
"Corruption-Free Week" in Jammu
and Kashmir, emphasizing the need
for tangible proof of this commit-
ment. 

The protest was triggered by FIR
No. 23/2016 P/S VOJ, which was
registered by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) against the then Xen
Irrigation Akhnoor and current
Chief Engineer of the Jal Shakti
department, Sh Hamesh
Manchanda.

The scandal revolved around a
significant shortage of building
materials in government storage
facilities, leading to substantial

financial losses. Allegedly, the Xen
in charge at the time failed to take
appropriate action due to inade-
quate supervision.

A noteworthy aspect of the case
involves Mr. ASHOK Parmar, who
currently holds a posting in Delhi
but was the commissioner secretary
of the Jal Shakti department during
the scandal. It is alleged that Mr.
Parmar promoted Sh Manchanda to
a higher rank without obtaining the
necessary No Objection Certificate
(NOC) or clearance from the ACB.
This decision has raised suspicions
of impropriety, given Sh
Manchanda's ongoing legal troubles
related to the embezzlement of
funds, totaling Rs 1,45,30,522.

Gupta questioned the govern-
ment's commitment to its ongoing
"Anti-Corruption Week," stating
that their response to this case
would be a litmus test of their dedi-
cation to fighting corruption.

The protest was attended by sev-
eral party members, including
Abhishek, Labba, Tarsem, Kalu,
Vivek, Neeraj, Bantu, Prem, Naresh,
and many others, who rallied
against alleged corruption and
called for accountability in this
high-profile case. 

Massive protest reveals Rs 1.45 Crore scam

linked to Chief Engineer Hamesh Manchanda

National Secular Forum Celebrates Teachers day
JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05:

National Secular Forum
(NSF) today celebrated the
teacher’s day in the uni-
versity campus greeting
all the teachers for their
valuable contribution to
the society by imparting
knowledge and enlighten-
ing and shaping the
career of the students.
Vikshay Vashist Secretary
National Secular Forum
along with its members of
the forum which included
the Students from various
departments first of all
greeted and presented a
bouquet to Vice
Chancellor Prof Umesh
Rai of the Jammu
University on the eve of
teacher’s day.

Addressing the mem-
bers of NSF, Prof Umesh
Rai Vice-Chancellor

thanked NSF for their
greetings and highlighted
the role of teachers in the
student’s life. He further
said that in our country
and culture a teacher is
still holding great honor
and respect. He is consid-
ered as a foundation of all
knowledge and source of
great ideals. He is the
torch bearer to society.
Students look up to him
with faith and hope to
seek his guidance.
Teacher can guide the
whole generation through

his versatile personality.
Apart from this, NSF
members celebrated
Teacher's Day with Prof.
Rahul Gupta Registrar
University of Jammu,
Prof. SK Pandita Director
HRD JU, Prof. Shohab
Inayat Malik, Prof. Pankaj
K Srivastava and others
by going to their
Departments, giving flow-
ers and offering them
sweets

State Secretary NSF,
Vikshay Vashist high-
lighted the role of Dr.

Radhakrishnan as great
teachers who influenced
this country with their
philosophy.

He said that he believes
in the ideology of Dr
Radhakrishnan that
teachers should be the
best minds in the country.
He said that Teacher’s
Day is an occasion to pay
reverence and gratitude to
teachers for their selfless
effort in shaping their
career and enriching the
education system in the
process.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: A
powerful protest rally
unfolded in Jammu today,
representing the voices of
the Dalit, OBC, and
minority communities.
The demonstration was a
show of solidarity in sup-
port of Dr. Ritu, an indi-
vidual who has exhibited
unwavering resolve, dedi-
cation, and made invalu-
able contributions to their
cause. Together, they
sought justice and
demanded the immediate
expulsion and arrest of
Dr. Savita Roy, along with
the reinstatement of Dr.
Ritu. President RK
Kalsotra of the Dalit OBC
Minority (DOM) addressed
the gathering, highlight-
ing the escalating atroci-
ties, discrimination, and

oppression faced by the
Indian Native Bahujan
Samaj (SC-ST-Minority)
across all states of India.
He decried the lack of jus-
tice for these communi-
ties, as corrupt individu-
als perpetuating caste-
based discrimination
often escape conse-
quences, while the victims
struggle for justice.
Casteism, Kalsotra assert-
ed, has evolved into a
form of fascism against
the Bahujans, citing
instances like Rohit
Vemula, Payal Tadvi, Prof.
Dr. Chander Shekhar of
Jammu University, and a
recent case involving a
Dalit IAS officer in Jammu
and Kashmir, Ashok
Parmar, who filed a com-
plaint of "harassment and
humiliation" against the
Lieutenant Governor and

Chief Secretary.
Kalsotra further dis-

cussed a distressing inci-
dent at Delhi University
Campus's Daulat Ram
College, where Dr. Ritu
Singh, an Assistant
Professor, faced unjust
expulsion under the lead-
ership of Dr. Savita Rai,
the college's principal,
and Delhi University's
Vice-Chancellor. The col-
lusion of higher officials
led to her expulsion based
on unverified evidence,
forged signatures, and
baseless allegations. Dr.
Ritu promptly reported
this wrongdoing, resulting
in the registration of an
FIR under various sec-
tions, yet neither has she
received moral justice nor
have the accused been
arrested and expelled.

This injustice has left

humanist thinkers disap-
pointed and outraged,
with the Bahujan Samaj
disheartened by the
administration and police
department's indifference.
To demand the expulsion
and arrest of the accused
and achieve justice for Dr.
Ritu, a sit-in protest is
scheduled at Vishwa
Vishwavidyalaya (Art
Faculty, Gate No. 04) on
August 28, 2023. The
protest received wide-
spread support from vari-
ous social organizations,
thinkers, associations,
political parties, and com-
mittees who joined the
demonstration in Jammu
to advocate for justice for
Dr. Ritu Singh.

Additionally, the
Confederation is planning
a mass rally on November
5, 2023, to address these
issues. The overarching
theme will be centered
around preserving the
constitution and funda-
mental rights.

The rally featured
addresses by several
prominent figures, includ-
ing Ashu Peter Mattoo, S
Kuldeep Singh, Shashi
Syal, Comrade Sukhdev,
Sham Lal, Tilak Raj, and
Comrade Inderjeet, all
emphasizing the need for
justice and the condem-
nation of caste-based dis-
crimination.

DOM extended support to Dr Ritu of DU;

called out  casteist elements involved
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JAMMU, SEPT 05:

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) senior leader and
Seh Prabhari Jammu
North Vinay Gupta today
said that India will reach
near the Sun, just like it
has reached the Moon. He
made the statement at the
campaign of the "Mitti
Anthem" at the Meri Maati
Mera Desh, the door-to-
door campaign in Nanak
Nagar of Gandhi Nagar
Mandal in the Bahu
assembly segment within
District Jammu South.
Vinay Gupta along with
Gandhi Nagar Mandal
President Bharat
Bhushan, Ashok Kumar,
Vice Presidents Surjeet
Singh and Vinay Gupta,
Rajesh Sharma, Rajesh
Bahu, Arvind Sharma,
Lovisha Gupta, Jasbir
Singh, Aman  Goswami,
Daljit Singh, Vicky
Sharma, Chand Bali in
the presence of general
public marked the start of
the 'Amrit Kalash Yatra'
as part of the 'Meri Mati-
Mera Desh' campaign
today.

While interacting with

the residents of the area
Vinay Gupta said, the
'Meri Maati Mera Desh'
aims to symbolize the
country's commitment to
'Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat' (One India, Great
India) by collecting soil
from all corners of the
country in 750 urns. This
soil will be used to create
an 'Amrit Vatika' (Garden
of Nectar) near Delhi's
National War Memorial.

During his speech at
the 'Meri Maati Mera
Desh' event, Vinay Gupta
emphasized the impor-
tance of the campaign,
saying, "Whenever some-

one says 'Bharat Mata Ki
Jai,' we refer to this 'mitti',
this bhumi (ground)."
Thousands of freedom
fighters and citizens have
given their lives for this
day to come. For 90 long
years, from 1857 to 1947,
the country witnessed a
freedom struggle, with
many well-known and
unknown people giving
their lives to protect this'-
maati'." Gupta added that
the 'Mitti Anthem' was
officially launched during
the event, underlining the
importance of the soil that
symbolizes the sacrifices
made by countless indi-

viduals for the nation's
freedom. "Through this
event," he stated, "every
person can contribute
their part to the construc-
tion of a 'Mahaan Bharat'
(Great India). From
September 1 to
September 30, 'mitti' or
'dhaan' (soil) will be col-
lected and poured into a
'Kalash' (urn). This
process will begin at the
district or block level and
gradually progress to the
state capitals, ultimately
culminating in the nation-
al capital, where it will be
used to build a 'smarak'
(memorial)."

'Meri Maati Mera Desh' aims to symbolize
the country's commitment: Vinay Gupta
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JAMMU, SEPT 05:
Rahul Gandhi is the only
ray of hope for poor,
unemployed youth and
farmers of the country.

This was stated by
Taranjit Singh Tony, a
Congress leader and DDC
Member of Suchetgarh
after inaugurating the
newly reconstructed
bridge in village Blah,
falling under the
Maggowali Panchayat in
Suchetgarh.

Notably, this bridge had
recently been washed
away in the flash floods
which was a vital bridge
connecting 40 odd villages
on each side. However,
owing to the relentless
efforts of Taranjit Singh
Tony, the bridge was
swiftly reconstructed,
ensuring connectivity for
the local residents in
record time.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Taranjit Singh Tony
said that the Saffron Party
had failed miserably in
addressing the problems
being faced by the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.
He emphasized that the

absence of a popular gov-
ernment had led to a
manifold increase in the
problems faced by the
people.

Highlighting Rahul
Gandhi as the beacon of
hope for the downtrodden,
poor, middle-class citi-
zens, farmers, and the
unemployed youth of
Jammu and Kashmir,
Tony asserted that only
Rahul Gandhi possessed
the vision and capability
to alleviate the pressing
issues such as soaring
inflation, high-end and
faulty GST, and rampant
unemployment. He
accused the BJP of priori-

tizing the interests of cor-
porate giants like
Ambanis and Aadanis,
stating that slogans like
"Mehangai ki Maar" and
promises of eradicating
corruption and generating
employment for two jobs
every year had fallen flat.

He said now the world
has again highlighted the
Hawala transactions of
Adanis and the whole
Modi government is trying
to save Mr Aadani and the
reason is best known to
them. 

By acting not against
Adanis, the image of the
whole country is being
tarnished by the

International Media, he
added.

Tony urged the people
to rally behind Rahul
Gandhi and the Congress
Party, asserting that they
are the only ones capable
of fulfilling the aspirations
of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. He empha-
sized that it was time to
strengthen the hands of
Rahul Gandhi to pave the
way for a brighter and
more prosperous future.

Among those who were
present include Sarpanch
Manjeet Kour, Rashpal
Singh Gill, Satvinder
Singh and Meeta
Lambardar.

Rahul Gandhi is the only hope for poor,

unemployed youth & farmers: Tony
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BHADEREWAH, SEPT 05: BJP
OBC Morcha in Collaboration with
SIBA organized Mega
Multispecialty free Medical Checkup
camp In old Hospital  Bhaderwah.

The medical camp was organized
by SIBA and BJP OBC Morcha with
an aim to pro- vide quality medical
care and free medicines to the poor
and needy people of the Bhaderwah
area.

The Camp was inaugurated by
Dhanantar Singh (DDC Chairman
Bhaderwah) , Sunil Prajapati (State
President BJP OBC Morcha) .

Prominent among the others who
Present on the occasion are ADC Dil
Mir Chowdhary, Omi Chand (BDC
Chairman), Mohd Sadiq (Vice
President BJP OBC Morcha) ,Nisar
Ahmed Lohar (Vice President BJP
OBC Morcha), Hans Raj
(Spokesperson BJP OBC Morcha),
Ghulam Mohd. Hajjam (District
President Doda BJP OBC Morcha) .

A team of doctors and paramed-
ical staff from different major
Institutions namely Amandeep
Hospital Amritsar, K. D. Eye
Hospital, Accuarious testing Lab
rendered their services to Nearly

1000  patients who had come from
different farflung areas. Free medi-
cine was also distributed among
patients. Lab investigations like
blood grouping and typ ing, hemo-
globin estimation. urine protein,
urine sugar and blood sugar esti-
mation were done free of cost. All
the patients were given pre- scribed
drugs free of cost.

Doctors from General Medicine,
General Surgery, Orthopedics,
Neouro ,Spine Ophthalmology, ENT,
Dental  rendered  their Services.

Dhanantar Singh Appreciated
the steps taken by BJP OBC

Morcha and SIBA to provide basic
health facilities in far-flung areas .
He demanded that more such med-
ical camps should be organized
across the  Region on a regular
basis. In the end Sunil Prajapati
thanks all the Asha workers who
supported the Program and  SIBA
team Sidharth Verma & Baljeet
Singh co- founder along with team
members Ramneek kour Meenakshi
Verma , Adv. Sumit Verma, Jasmeet
kour, Vishwas, Sumit, Amarjeet
Singh and Manmeet Singh, Aakash
Singh along with JKDCUL, Bhwani
Printers

BJP OBC Morcha in Collaboration with SIBA

organized free Medical Checkup camp 
JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: The
program of inauguration of
development works worth
lakhs of rupees by Deputy
Mayor Jammu, Baldev
Singh Billawaria is contin-
uing in Ward 56 Gangyal
and Ekta Vihar of RS
Pura-Jammu South con-
stituency. Adding develop-
ment works, Deputy
Mayor Jammu, Baldev
Singh Billawaria dedicated
the construction work of
newly constructed lane
and drains in Ekta Vihar.
This development work
was done under the super-
vision of Jammu
Municipal Corporation
(JMC). Ekta Vihar Mohalla
Committee thanked
Deputy Mayor Baldev
Singh Billawaria for getting
this work done on priority.
Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Mayor Jammu,
Baldev Singh Billawaria
said that this was a long
pending demand of the
local residents and this
demand has been fulfilled.
He said that a delegation
from this area had con-
tacted that the lane and
drains of the area were in a
dilapidated condition and
this should be resolved
soon. Taking cognizance of

the delegation, immediate
instructions were given to
the officials to carry out
development in the area
and today the construction
work of land and drains
was done. The Deputy
Mayor said that people in
Ekta Vihar had to face a lot
of difficulties due to the
lack of concrete roads. Due
to which women, old peo-
ple and children used to
fall and get injured and
there was a problem of
waterlogging in the sur-
rounding areas. Now com-
pleting the construction
work in the context of
development will have a
positive impact on people's

lives and they too will be
able to live in their devel-
oped areas like other
areas, he added.

Deputy Mayor Baldev
Singh Billawaria said that
the government is continu-
ously working under the
leadership of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha to
provide basic facilities to
the common man and to
improve the standard of
living. He said that devel-
opment works are continu-
ing in Jammu city and
continuous steps are being
taken by the government
in the interest of the pub-
lic. The Deputy Mayor said
that the Municipal

Corporation is committed
to provide better infra-
structure and other basic
amenities to the people of
Jammu city. The people of
the area assured full sup-
port to the BJP in the
upcoming elections. On
this occasion Mandal
President Ranjit Singh,
Pawan Chib, Jugal
Kishore, Krishna Kumar,
Rakesh Sangral, Om Nath,
Nikish Bhasin, Manjit
Singh, Rajinder Singh
(Popy), Ajmer Chib,
Govinder Singh, Ashok
Kumar, Captain Roop
Singh, Harvinder Singh ,
Raghu Singh was also
present.

Dy Mayor inaugurates development
works in Ward 56, Ekta Vihar

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: Congress shall
commemorate the first anniversary
of Bharat Jodo Yatra on Sept 7th in
a big way at both capital
Headquarters Srinagar & Jammu
besides at all district levels, in a big
way to revive and reiterate the mes-
sage of the Yatra from Kanyakumari
to Kashmir last year.

A mega event shall be held in
Jammu besides in Srinagar , on the
pattern of Bharat Jodo Yatra led by
shri Rahul Gandhi, which had
started from Kanyakumari last year
on this day & culminated in
Srinagar on Jan 30th this year.

This was disclosed here today by
the PCC Chief Shri Vikar Rasool
Wani, who chaired a preparatory
meeting of all senior PCC leaders,
district presidents, frontal and other
prominent leaders.here in Jammu
as well as later in Srinagar.

AICC I/C J &K party affairs Smt
Rajni Patil MP shall lead the Yatra
in Jammu alongwith PCC President
Shri Vikar Rasool Wani , accompa-
nied  by working president Raman
Bhalla & other senior leaders,for-

mer ministers,ex legislators, frontal
heads ,corporators & others, while
former Dy C.M. Tara Chand will
lead in Kathua, Former Minister
Mula Ram in Samba, Th Balwan
Singh in Udhampur, TS Bajwa Ex
MP in Rajouri, Jagangir Mir in
Poonch, Indu Pawar ex MLA in
Reasi, Dina Nath Bbagat Ex MLA  in
Doda, Sham Lal ex- MLC in
Ramban & Naresh gupta ex MLC in
Kishtwar.

The nationwide first anniversary
celebrations shall be on the pattern
of Bharat Jodo Yatra last year, and
revive the message of Yatra  that is
unity in diversity, shun hate and
spread love affection and harmony
in the society.

The meeting took stock of the
preparations for the event in
Jammu and elsewhere in all dis-
tricts of the region and asked all
party leaders and cadres to join in
their respective districts or assigned
places.

The main event of yatra in
Jammu is proposed to be held on
Miransahib Jammu route .

In Jammu, apart from working
president Raman bhalla,prominent

those present in the meet included
Mula Ram, Yogesh Sawhney,
Ravinder Sharma, TS Bajwa,
Gurbachan Kumari Rana, Balbir
Singh, Indu Pawar, Kanta Bhan,
Manmohan Singh, Vinod Sharma,
Ved Mahajan, Krishan Bhagat,
Hari Singh Chib, Dina Nath Bhagat,
Pawan Raina, Shashi Sharma,
Narinder Gupta, Narinder Sharma,
Gurdarshan Singh,  Yash Pal
Kundal, Kuldeep Verma, T S Tony,
Namrata Sharma,  Vijay Sharma,
Karan Bhagat, Bhushan Dogra,
Rajesh Sadotra ,Suresh Dogra, Ajay
Kumar ( NSUI), & ors.

Later a similar meeting was
chaired by the PCC President at
Srinagar party Hq which was
attended by senior leaders and Dist
Presidents, frontal org leaders
including CWC member Tariq
Hameed Karra, GN Monga Ex MLC ,
Haji Abdul Rashed Ex MLA , Mohd
Anwar Bhat, Abdul Gani Khan &
ors.

It was decided to hold the Yatra
from PCC Hq Srinagar at Moulana
Azad road to Dalgate. Similar pro-
grammes shall be held at all district
hqs in Kashmir valley.

Congress to observe “Bharat Jodo Yatra”
anniversary on 7th Sept at all district levels

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: National Mazdoor
Conference (NMC) President, Subash
Shastri, has called upon Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to expedite
the release of the pending 4 percent
Dearness Allowance (DA) installment
due from July this year for central

government employees and pension-
ers.  In a memorandum addressed to
the Prime Minister, Shastri highlight-
ed the rising inflation and the
increase in prices of essential com-
modities. 
He emphasized the urgency of
announcing and disbursing the pend-
ing 4 percent DA installment for both

central and state government employ-
ees and pensioners. 
Shastri pointed out that the price
index had surged from 6.89 percent
on December 31 of the previous year
to 12.49 percent by June 30, 2023. 
He urged the Prime Minister to make
a decision in this regard during the
forthcoming Union Cabinet meeting.

NMC appeals PM Modi for timely release
of DA installment and other benefits

RAJNI PATIL TO LEAD YATRA IN JAMMU.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: A protest rally,
led by Chairman Ajit Singh, was
organized at Hari Singh Park in
Jammu to address longstanding
grievances faced by Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K) retired police pen-
sioners and the J&K Fire Services
regarding pay discrepancies. The
Non-Gazetted Police Pensioners
Welfare Forum articulated the fol-
lowing concerns on behalf of the
affected individuals:

The forum drew attention to
Government Order No. 229 - F of
2014 dated 17-10-2014, which
addressed the issue of pay anom-
alies. However, the implementation
of this order has been made effective

prospectively, from the date of the
order. The forum argued that the
retrospective effect should have
been applied, starting from the year
1996 when the 5th pay commission
was implemented across the state.
This omission left the Police
Department out of the purview,
resulting in severe injustices. Some
affected individuals have even
passed away, while those still strug-
gling should receive the benefits
they are owed. The forum raised
concerns regarding the non-compli-
ance with two specific orders/circu-
lars  AIG (W) Rtd - 59 - ii/09 41241-
96, Dated 8/6/2017,  AIG (W)
Saveera /2018 /4919-70, Dated
18/01/2018

The lack of proper follow-up on

these directives has exacerbated the
existing issues and left the affected
pensioners in a state of continued
hardship.

The forum highlighted a disparity
in medical allowances. While the
Central Government increased the
medical allowance to Rs. 1000/-
effective from July 2017, the J&K
region, now a Union Territory (UT),
still provides only Rs. 300/-. The
forum argued that the medical
allowance for UT residents should
also be elevated to Rs. 1000/- to
align with the Central Government's
policy.

The forum urged the government
to implement a 10% reservation pol-
icy for the admission of police per-
sonnel's children in professional
colleges and in recruitment process-
es. This move aims to provide
opportunities and support to the
wards of those who have served in
the police force.

Chairman Ajit Singh, on behalf of
the Non-Gazetted Police Pensioners
Welfare Forum, emphasized the
importance of addressing these
pressing issues and rectifying the
longstanding grievances faced by
retired police pensioners and the
J&K Fire Services personnel. The
protest serves as a call for fairness,
equity, and justice in the treatment
of these dedicated individuals who
have devoted their lives to public
service.

Protest exposes pay anomalies discriminating against
retired J&K Police Pensioners & Fire Services Personnel

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: Former Deputy
Chief Minister & BJP senior leader,
Dr. Nirmal Singh, said that the 'Meri
Mati, Mera Desh' campaign repre-
sents the concluding phase of the
countrywide programmes under
"Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava".

Dr. Singh, who is also party
incharge for the programme, stated
this while addressing media per-
sons at party headquarter, Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu, where he was
accompanied by co-incharge for the
programme & BJP OBC Morcha
National Secretary Rashpaul Verma
and J&K BJP Media Secretary Dr.
Pardeep Mahotra.

He said that the whole pro-
gramme represents the farsighted
vision of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the honour and the integri-
ty of nation.

He said that although the pro-
gramme is under the government of
India, but BJP as a responsible,
dedicated and nationalist party is
contributing fully to make the cam-
paign successful, which is directed

towards the national integrity. He
also appealed other political and
social organizations to contribute in
the noble cause.

Dr. Singh said that after the 1st
phase of the whole program, this
phase, which started on 1st
September, will go till 15
September, in which the BJP
activists will visit every home in the
region.

Dr. Singh said that under the
'Meri Mati, Mera Desh' campaign,
the Mitti /sand would be collected
from every household which is ini-
tially started by collecting mitti from

the houses of martyrs. 
Then, he said that on 16th

September, the collected mitti in
urns/kalsh will be send to the
national capital block wise, where
75 saplings will be planted in the
'Amrit Vatika' which will be estab-
lished as a memorial.

He said that until the evening of 4
September, the programme has
been started in 403 Panchayats in
which the mitti has been collected
from more than 190 martyr fami-
lies. He said that public pro-
grammes will also be conducted in
every Panchayat. 

Meri Mati, Mera Desh devoted to the
martyrs, patriots: Dr. Nirmal Singh

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: Sham
Lal Gupta, Chairman of
Anti Crime Bureau, a
Social Service
Organisation, along with
his Team Members today
Met Ashutosh Gupta,
Principal, GMC Jammu,
Gupta presented him
Mata's Chunri and hon-
ored him with the bou-
quet of flowers, Principal
GMC Rajouri Dr Amarjeet
Singh was also Present
during the Meeting.

Gupta also wished him
all the best for assuming
the New position, Gupta
informed him about the
work of the organisation
and told him that his
organisation works at the
grassroots level without
any government help and
believes in helping the
people.

Chairman Sham Lal
Gupta said that the mem-

bers of his organisation
donate blood from time to
time so that the common
people can get relief and
the life of any poor can be
saved. Gupta said that
when needy people come
to the organisation with
the hope of if they do not
have money for treatment
or medicines, then the
organisation also provides
them relief material or

financial assistance.
Gupta also took infor-

mation from Principal Dr.
Ashutosh Gupta about
the operations/surger-
ies/treatments to be done
under Ayushman Yojana
so that people can get
maximum benefit of this
scheme.

Principal Ashutosh
Gupta Praised the work of
the organisation and told

them that he expects the
organisation to continue
working for the welfare of
the people in the future
also.

Chairman Gupta along
with MC Bishnah
Councillor Sahil Gupta
and Team Members Vijay
Kumar, Rakesh Kumar,
Tushar Digra, Rohit
Kumar, and Abhishek
Sharma were present.

NGO ACB, Chairman Sham Lal Gupta meets Principal GMC 
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POONCH, SEPTEMBER 05: District
Development Commissioner Yasin
M. Choudhary today chaired a
meeting in the conference hall of the
DC Office Poonch to discuss the
reorganization of the Roads and
Buildings (R&B) department and
review the progress achieved
District Capital Expenditure (Capex)
budget.

The gathering brought together
engineers, officials, and heads of
various departments to discuss and
address the developmental initia-
tives within the district.

Additional District Development
Commissioner, Sandesh Kumar
Sharma; Chief Planning Officer,
Maqsood Ahmed; S.E of R&B Circle
Poonch, KK  Atri; XEN PWD(R&B),
Division Poonch Yasir Bashir and
other Executive Engineers from

both the Poonch division and the
newly established Mendhar &
Surankote Divisions were present in
the meeting along with AEEs, AEs,
JEs.

The heads of other departments
were also in attendance, highlight-
ing the collaborative efforts being
undertaken to streamline develop-
mental projects.

During the meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner reviewed the current
status of ongoing developmental
works within the district.

The S.E of R&B Circle Poonch
provided a comprehensive briefing
to the Deputy Commissioner, high-
lighting the progress and challenges
encountered in executing various
projects.

In a bid to ensure effective coordi-
nation and streamlined processes,
the Deputy Commissioner directed
all heads of other departments to

transfer all relevant records and
documents to the R&B Department
promptly.

The R&B Department was
instructed to expedite the pace of
ongoing projects without compro-
mising on quality. The Deputy
Commissioner stressed the impor-
tance of timely completion and
urged the department to submit
expenditure reports at the earliest.

The District Development
Commissioner, expressed his confi-
dence in the abilities of the R&B
Department and other stakehold-
ers, urging them to work together to
achieve the envisioned developmen-
tal goals.

He assured the public that every
effort would be made to expedite the
completion of projects, thereby
improving the overall infrastructure
and quality of life for the residents
of Poonch. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

UDHAMPUR, SEPTEMBER 05: To
finalize the preparations for the
upcoming Shree Krishan
Janmashtami festival, Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni
Rai, presided over a meeting of offi-
cers and civil society members in the
Mini Conference Hall, DC Office
Complex.

The meeting encompassed com-
prehensive discussions on various
facets of the arrangements, includ-
ing security and law enforcement,
traffic management, provision of
drinking water and power supply,

sanitation, first aid services, and fire
safety.  The Public Health Enginee-
ring (PHE) and Power Development
Department (PDD) were tasked with
guaranteeing an ample supply of
drinking water and uninterrupted
electricity throughout the festival.
CEO Municipality was instructed to
lead a sanitation campaign within
the town and its surroundings. The
Chief Medical Officer was called
upon to establish essential first aid
facilities to prevent any unforeseen
incidents.   

Additionally, the Assistant
Director of Fire and Emergency
Services was directed to deploy fire

tenders for safety measures.
The Deputy Commissioner

emphasized the importance of
robust security measures, including
thorough frisking at the entry and
exit points of the temples, as the
police department took charge of
security arrangements.

Traffic police were mandated to
ensure smooth traffic flow in and
around Udhampur town and the
temple vicinity to avert congestion.

She urged all officers to ensure
timely implementation of arrange-
ments within their respective
departments to facilitate the suc-
cessful execution of the festival.

DC Poonch reviews working of R&B deptt,
progress under district Capex Budget

Shree Krishna Janmashtami 2023
preparations finalized in Udhampur

JI NEWS SERVICE

POONCH, SEPTEMBER 5: The
Department of School Education in
Poonch came alive with vibrant cele-
brations as it marked Teachers' Day,
commemorated on the eve of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan's birth
anniversary, the second President of
India. The Natu Auditorium in
Poonch witnessed a gathering of
educators, students, and officials
who came together to honor the
invaluable contributions of teachers
to society. Deputy Commissioner
Poonch, Yasin M Choudhary graced
the occasion as the chief guest,
while Senior Superintendent of
Police, Vinay Kumar Sharma, was
the guest of honor. The event was
kicked off with a warm welcome
address by N.M Suri, District
Education and Planning Officer
(DEPO). The highlight of the celebra-
tion was the captivating cultural
performances and skits presented
by the teachers centered around the
themes of the National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP-2020) and "Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao," campaign -
reflecting the critical issues faced by
society. In a gesture of appreciation,
21 teachers were felicitated for their
meritorious services in the field of

education. The dedication and com-
mitment of these educators stood
out, showcasing their unwavering
commitment to shaping the future of
the students. Adding to the prestige
of the occasion, Principal S Jaswant
Singh of DIET Poonch received the
prestigious Lifetime Achievement
Award. This recognition under-
scored his outstanding contribution
to the education sector, inspiring
countless individuals along the way.

Additionally, two members of the
District Resource Group, Darshan
Kumar and Harish Kumar Sharma,
were honored for their remarkable
contributions for the successful
implementation of various depart-
mental initiatives in Poonch district.

In his address, Deputy
Commissioner Yasin M. Choudhary
(IAS) congratulated the teachers on
the occasion of Teachers' Day and
emphasized the importance of col-
laborative efforts between depart-
ments at the grassroots level. He
highlighted the significance of imple-
menting various initiatives for the
betterment of education. SSP Vinay
Kumar Sharma, in his speech, shed
light on the pivotal role teachers play
in shaping society's future. He
applauded their dedication and
urged them to continue their com-

mendable work.
Bishamber Dass, CEO Poonch

highlighted the remarkable achieve-
ments of the education department
and called upon the teaching com-
munity to enhance their effective-
ness in imparting knowledge and
values to the younger generation.

The Teachers' Day celebration in
Poonch was not only recognition of
the tireless efforts of educators but
also a platform for fostering a sense
of pride and unity within the educa-
tion community. It reinforced the
importance of education in building
a brighter future for Poonch and
beyond. The event was attended by a
diverse audience, including Dr.
Zakir Hussain, General Manager
District Industries; Tanveer Ahmed,
CEO Poonch Development
Authority; Zaheer Ahmed Kaifi, ACR
; Lt. Col. J S Chadha, Raksh Kumar
Sharma, Chief Agriculture Officer,
fellow educators, students, and
administrative officials.

The atmosphere was filled with
appreciation and pride as the teach-
ers received their well-deserved
recognition.  The vote of thanks was
presented by Zulfiqar Naqvi,
Principal HSS Girls Mendhar
Darshan Kumar (DRG) conducted
the proceedings of the programs.

DC Poonch felicitates 21 Teachers for
Meritorious Services on Teachers' Day

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: The 25th
Balidan Divas, a solemn occasion
commemorating the sacrifice of
Sepoy RAMESH LAL, unfolded today
in the serene village of KALOEN
(Suchetgarh). This momentous day
drew a multitude of individuals who
had gathered to pay their heartfelt
tributes to the valiant martyr. The
distinguished Squadron Leader RS
CHIB, a former Minister and the
General Secretary of the Democratic
Progressive Azad Party, graced the
event as the Chief Guest, underscor-
ing the significance of this commem-
oration.

The proceedings commenced with
great reverence as the Jawans of the
esteemed 8th DOGRA Regiment
conducted the flag hoisting ceremo-
ny, symbolizing the unwavering
patriotism that has always charac-
terized our nation's armed forces.
This poignant moment was followed
by a wreath-laying ceremony, where

notable figures from the community
came forward to honor the memory
of Sepoy RAMESH LAL.

R S Chib, in his address, elo-
quently recounted the heroic sacri-
fice of Shaheed RAMESH LAL, who
was a proud member of the 8th
DOGRA Battalion. On that fateful
day of September 5, 1998, in the
rugged terrain of POONCH, Sepoy
RAMESH LAL displayed exceptional
valor and fearlessness while engag-
ing with militants. Mr. Chib painted
a vivid picture of his gallantry,
emphasizing that Sepoy RAMESH
LAL hailed from the esteemed JAT
community, with roots in DEVA-
WATALA (Tehsil BHIMBER, now in
POK). This community has been
renowned for its unwavering bravery
throughout history. Sepoy RAMESH
LAL was the beloved son of
Choudhary CHELA RAM, a highly
respected and influential figure
within the JAT community of his
region. Chib took a moment to
express the nation's profound pride

in its Defense Forces, including the
Para Military and the Police. He
specifically highlighted the instru-
mental role played by the
RASHTRIYA RIFLES and the J&K
Police in quelling the insurgency
that once plagued our state. The
bravery and dedication exhibited by
these forces were crucial in restoring
peace and security to the region. Mr.
Chib also lauded the efforts of the
Border Security Force (BSF) along
the International Border (IB),
emphasizing their invaluable assis-
tance and unwavering support to
the residents living in these chal-
lenging border areas.

In a stirring call to action, Mr.
Chib urged the youth to step for-
ward and join the ranks of the
Defense Forces, emphasizing the
noble cause of serving the nation. He
reminded everyone that the sacrifice
of Shaheed RAMESH LAL would for-
ever be etched in the collective mem-
ory of the nation. The bravery and
selflessness displayed by him serve
as a poignant reminder of the
indomitable spirit and unwavering
commitment of our armed forces.
Chib reiterated that the sacrifice of
Sepoy RAMESH LAL would always
be remembered and celebrated by
one and all. The nation stands
proud of this brave soul and his
esteemed family, whose legacy of
valor continues to inspire genera-
tions. As the ceremony concluded, it
left an indelible mark on the hearts
of those present, serving as a testa-
ment to the unyielding dedication
and sacrifice of our brave soldiers
who protect our nation's integrity
and sovereignty.

We are proud our Defence Forces: Chib

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: Rajiv Jasrotia,
senior Bharatiya Janata Party
leader and former Minister, empha-
sized the obligation of every citizen
to pay homage to the supreme sac-
rifice of martyrs. He asserted that
the most fitting tribute to these
heroes is active participation in the
nationwide campaign ‘Meri Maati
Mera Desh.’ During his visit to the
residence of Surinder Sharma, who
attained martyrdom during
Operation Rakshak in 2000
Srinagar, Jasrotia reiterated the
importance of this patriotic initia-
tive.

As part of the ‘Meri Maati Mera
Desh’ program, designed to honor
the martyrs of the world’s largest

democracy who laid down their lives
in defense of the nation, the senior
BJP leader, along with others, visit-
ed the martyr’s residence. They col-
lected soil from the premises, which
will be sent to the National Capital.

In his address, Rajiv Jasrotia
stated, “We salute the great martyr
Surinder Sharma and pay our
heartfelt tributes to him for sacrific-
ing his life for the cause of the
nation and its people.” 

He highlighted that under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, this campaign
involves collecting soil from the
homes, surroundings, statues, and
memorials of martyrs at various
locations across the nation, includ-
ing Jammu & Kashmir.

This soil will contribute to the

creation of ‘Amrit Vatika’ in front of
Rashtrapati Bhawan on ‘Kartavya
Path’ (formerly known as Rajpath).
Jasrotia emphasized that these ini-
tiatives, conducted under the slo-
gan “Mitti Ko Naman, Veeron Ka
Vandan,” aim to celebrate 77 years
of Indian Independence.

He noted that Kalash Yatras,
transporting soil in 7500 urns,
including those collected from
Jammu and Kashmir, will ultimate-
ly reach the nation’s capital, Delhi,
to merge with the soil at ‘Amrit
Vatika.’ 

He urged the people of the nation
to join the campaign and pay tribute
to the ultimate sacrifices made by
the Military, Para, Police, and other
forces in the service of the nation
and its people.

Jasrotia urges Nationwide participation in ‘Meri
Maati Mera Desh’ campaign to honor martyrs

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 05: Director Information,
Minga Sherpa today administered the pledge on
‘Bhrashtachar Mukht’ J&K to  DIPR employees and
officers at Media Complex here.

On the occasion, the officers and employees pledged
to continuously strive to bring about integrity and
transparency in all spheres of their activities. They also
pledged that they shall work unstintingly for eradica-
tion of corruption in all spheres of life. More so, they
also pledged that they shall do  duty conscientiously
and act without fear or favour.

Dir Information administers pledge on

'Bhrashtachar Mukht' J&K to DIPR employees

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: Apni Party Spokesperson and Youth
General Secretary Abhay Bakaya today raised a com-
pelling issue that has left the residents of Tawi-Vihar,
JMC Ward no. 71, in darkness and despair.

He voiced profound concern today regarding the per-
sistent and crippling electrical blackouts afflicting this
neighborhood, placing the spotlight squarely on a crisis
that demands immediate attention. In his statement,
Bakaya said the source of this protracted agony is the
alleged rampant proliferation of illicit electricity connec-
tions that have been illicitly bestowed upon nearby tent
dwellers. "This unscrupulous act has precipitated a
debilitating scarcity of electricity for the native inhabi-
tants of Tawi-Vihar, plunging their lives into uncertainty
and peril," he said. The local residents, Mr Bakaya
underscored, "have been crying out for relief, beseeching
the authorities to heed their pleas. Yet, it appears that
these urgent cries for help have fallen upon deaf ears.”
"The gravity of the situation cannot be overstated, as
essential services, educational institutions and health-
care facilities all suffer in the wake of this relentless
power scarcity," he said. Bakaya made a fervent appeal
to the local authorities especially to the District
Commissioner Jammu and the Chief Engineer of the
Power Department to urgently acknowledge the dire cir-
cumstances faced by Tawi-Vihar's residents and to take
swift and decisive action to ameliorate their plight.

Bakaya expresses grave concern over
electrical outages in Tawi-Vihar

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 05: In a heartwarm-
ing celebration of Teachers' Day, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Mahila Morcha Jammu South took
the opportunity to felicitate Dr.
Usha Bagati for her exceptional
achievements in the field of music.

On the occasion, General
Secretary Meetu Sharma, Secretary

Antu Kotwal, Mandal President
Ritika Dhiman, and General
Secretary Priyanka Sharma were
present. Dr. Usha Bagati is
renowned for her outstanding con-
tributions to the world of music.
She served as the Professor and
Head of the Department of Music at
Government PG MAM College,
Jammu. Dr. Bagati holds the dis-
tinction of being the first PhD in

Music in Jammu and Kashmir and
has achieved international recogni-
tion for her exceptional work. She
has conducted workshops on folk
music in collaboration with Malika
Sarabhai at the prestigious
Darpana Academy in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat. Her name is enshrined in
the Encyclopedia of India for her
significant contributions to music.
She has also left her mark on All
India Radio (AIR) and Doordarshan,
as well as the Song and Drama
Division. She also had the privilege
of attending lectures cum demon-
strations with His Holiness the
Dalai Lama at the Naropa Institute
in Boulder, USA, where she shared
her insights on the spiritual music
of Kashmir.

BJP Mahila Morcha South honors Dr. Usha Bagati
for her remarkable contributions to music
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RAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 05: Additional
District Development Commissioner,
Ramban, Rajinder Sharma today con-
vened a meeting of concerned officers
to review the arrangements for the cel-
ebration Shri Krishna Janmashtami.

The meeting was attended by ACR,
Gias-ul-Haq; Executive Engineer Jal
Shakti, Rajeev Gai; EO, MC Ramban,
Sudershan Kumar; Dy. SP Traffic,
Iftikhar, AD Fire & Emergency and
other concerned officers.  

It was informed in the meeting that
Jhankies will be taken out from differ-
ent catchment areas of the Ramban
which will visit the identified locations
of Ramban town and temples.  

The ADDC directed the concerned
departments to ensure proper
arrangements regarding security, san-
itation, medical facilities, drinking
water and other basic amenities for
smooth and successful celebration of
the festival.

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 5: Chief
Secretary Dr Arun Kumar Mehta today
attended the 52nd Senior National (Men)
Handball Championship at Indoor
Stadium Srinagar.

The Championship was organised by
J&K Handball Association under the aegis
of Handball Association India in collabora-
tion with Jammu and Kashmir Sports
Council (JKSC).

Around 32 teams from UTs and States of
India participated in the championship
from September 1 to 5. Haryana clinched
the 52nd national senior men’s handball
championship by defeating Railways.
Jammu & Kashmir and Gujarat were
declared joint second runners up in the
championship.

Dr Mehta who was Chief Guest on the
ocassion remarked that the UT has under-
gone a transformation in  Sports culture
and infrastructure during the last few

years. He said that it is heartening to see
that half of the population of Jammu and
Kashmir is now actively involved with
sports. He remarked that sports plays crit-
ical role in personality development
besides shaping one’s career as well. He
also enjoined upon the players and sports
loving persons to encourage people from
all walks of life to participate in sports
which is necessary to  create positivity in
life.

Dr Mehta further remarked that sports
has been among the top priorities of the
administration and the UT has now
become the powerhouse of sporting talent.
He said that the government has taken a
number of steps to nurture the talent of

budding sportspersons of J&K, like ensur-
ing at least one playfield in every
Panchayat, establishing Youth Clubs and
organising a number of sporting activities
round the year.

Maintaining that J&K is witnessing a
new revolution in Sports sector, CS said
that youth of Jammu and Kashmir have
immense sporting potential with many
players from the UT representing the
country in different arenas. He said that
the UT is as equipped as other parts of
country and has potential to produce
world-class sportspersons.

He also interacted with the participating
teams and appreciated them for playing in
the spirit of the game. 

Chief Secretary attends 52nd National Handball Championship
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JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 5: The
Transport department has col-
lected Rs 16.10 lakh revenue
through the e-auction of fancy
number plates in the UT in first
e -auction of fancy numbers.

The e-Auction of fancy num-
ber is one of the faceless servic-
es of Motor Vehicle Department
recently launched by Chief
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar
Mehta.

According to online details ,

about 81 applicants had regis-
tered online from different
RTOs/ARTOs to participate in
online bidding for different
fancy registration number in
first round until Tuesday after-
noon in first cycle.

In the first week of
September, the coveted number
JK02DF0786 was auctioned for
nearly Rs 151000. Similarly,
JK02DF0001 was auctioned for
nearly Rs 151000. Registration
numbers starting from 0001 to
9999 are put for public auction.

As per user manual, the vehi-
cle owner can register them-
selves on the national transport
website: https://vahan.pariva-
han.gov.in/fancy (user manual
available at portal) and the link
of the same is also available on
the UT administration transport
department website:
www.jktrans.gov.in to obtain
the unique acknowledgement
number (UAN) for login and par-
ticipation in Bidding process
after submission of registration
and reserve money. The fancy

number plates have been divid-
ed into different categories with
a different reserve/base price
for each category.

The new online facility will
not only bring transparency to
the whole system but will also
ensure the identity of the per-
son is hidden until the final
auction procedure is started.
Earlier the vehicle owners had
to visit the concerned RTOs
/ARTOs and quote a price apart
from the prescribed fees and
deposit a demand draft of that

price at concerned offices and
the vehicle owner who bids the
higher price was allotted the
fancy number. From now
onwards they can avail this
services from comfort of their
homes by simply clicking on
official website of the depart-
ment.

Sharing details, Secretary
Transport, Prasanna
Ramaswamy G added that the
move is intended to bring trans-
parency in issuing fancy num-
bers.

E- auction of fancy numbers fetches Rs 16.10 lakh revenue in three days
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Arrangements for Shri 

Krishan Janmashtami

reviewed at Ramban 
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SRINAGAR SEPTEMBER 05: Secretary, Revenue, Dr.
Piyush Singla, along with senior officers from the depart-
ment, virtually participated in various Tehsil level camps
organized as part of the Bhrashtachar Mukt Week across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The officers engaged with District and Tehsil level offi-
cers to assess the effectiveness of information dissemina-
tion and grievance redressal efforts. They also gathered
valuable feedback on Revenue Online Services from the
beneficiaries attending the camps.

Dr. Singla attended camps held in different parts of
District Pulwama, where he interacted with Deputy
Commissioner, Dr. Basharat Qayoom and other senior
officers from the District and Tehsil Administration.

During these discussions, the Secretary addressed
important issues like status of online services, pending
cases under PSGA, and the progress of the Auto Appeal
system. 

The Secretary emphasized on the implementation of e-
office as it is a top priority for the Government, and the
District must ensure its full implementation on the
ground.

The camps witnessed enthusiastic participation from
the public, and beneficiaries from various camps had the
opportunity to directly interact with the Secretary, pro-
viding valuable feedback on service delivery.

Secy Revenue Deptt, senior 
officers attend camps across J&K
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POONCH, SEPTEMBER 5: Deputy Commissioner
Poonch, Yasin M. Choudhary accompanied by Senior
Superintendent of Police, Vinay Kumar, and a team of
officers, recently conducted a visit the area across the
fence of village Serian, Degwar Maldyana, Nakarkote,
Langoor Post, Noorkote, and Khari Karmara.

The purpose of the visit was to interact with the
public, assess the availability of basic amenities, and
explore tourism opportunities in the region. During
the visit, Deputy Commissioner Poonch paid a visit to
the War Memorial Ajote and expressed his desire to
keep it open for public visitors. He also announced
plans to install the National Flag at the memorial
within days. Recognizing the significance of the
memorial and the sacrifices made by martyrs, he
urged the CEO tourism, Dr.Mohammad Tanveer to
promote tourism in the area, ensuring that the public
becomes aware of the stories of these brave individu-
als. Accompanied by CEO Poonch Development
Authority, Dr. Mohd. Tanveer Khan, Naib Tehsildar
Gulpur, Akhter Abaas, and other officials were also
present during the tour. Deputy Commissioner
Poonch reaffirmed his strong commitment to under-
standing and addressing the needs of the local com-
munity. Throughout the visit, Deputy Commissioner
Poonch attentively listened to the grievances
expressed by individuals, demonstrating empathy and
understanding. The local residents expressed their
deep appreciation for the Deputy Commissioner's
dedication in addressing their concerns and ensuring
their well-being. Furthermore, Deputy Commissioner
Poonch conducted a thorough inspection of the
bunkers in the area, prioritizing the safety and secu-
rity of the residents.

DC Poonch visits Villages
across the fence
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JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 05:

Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha addressed the
Foundation Day Ceremony of
the University of Jammu,
today.

In his address, the Lt
Governor congratulated the
Vice Chancellor, faculty mem-
bers and students of the
University on the occasion and
highlighted the key role being
played by the Higher education
institutions like Jammu
University in all-round and
speedy development of the
nation.

“With several landmark ini-
tiatives such as 'Design Your
Degree' and 'College on
Wheels', Jammu University is
making an immense contribu-
tion to brighten J&K's image
globally in research, innovation
and economic development,”
the Lt Governor said.

He said the futuristic
approach of the University and
the implementation of National
Education Policy 2020 have
ensured the best academic
practices and top-class skilled
workforce to meet future chal-
lenges. 

The Lt Governor

impressed upon the higher
education institutions and the
teaching community to pro-
mote independent thinking,
creativity, research and new
inventions in the campus.

All the inventions of the
world, all the institutions that
have been formed, all the new
ideas that have become possi-
ble in the humanities, are
products of someone's imagi-
nation. The prime objective of
every University should be
igniting that imagination in
young minds, he said.

“Education is the journey of
endless exploration and learn-
ing. It is the responsibility of
teachers to innovatively set up
a system in their classrooms to

encourage new ideas, provide
clear goals and inculcate dedi-
cation, confidence, optimism
and curiosity for the journey
ahead,” the Lt Governor said.

In the last three years, our
higher education institutions
have made efforts to eliminate
the barriers that exist between
departments, tried to make the
curriculum more flexible to
promote lifelong learning, and
continue to reinvent the class-
room concepts, encouraging
mentoring rather than teach-
ing, the Lt Governor added.

Prof Umesh Rai, Vice-
Chancellor, University of
Jammu gave an overview of the
key initiatives taken by the uni-
versity.

On the occasion, the Lt
Governor was conferred with
Shikshan-Kul Gaurav
Samman by Higher Education
Institutes of J&K.

At the University, the Lt
Governor inaugurated the
Community Radio Station of
Jammu University - 91.2 FM-
Dhwani JU.

This radio station will play a
key role in Jan-Bhagidari,
strengthen the education
ecosystem, connect with the

society and it will generate
awareness about various
issues concerning the common
man, he said.

University of Jammu also
inked a Memorandum of
Understanding with IIM
Jammu that will help in foster-
ing the advancement in the key
areas ranging from teaching,
research, and cultural under-
standing and promoting entre-
preneurship, innovation and
incubation.

Lt Governor addressed the Foundation Day Ceremony of University of Jammu
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JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 05: To
commemorate the celebra-
tions of Teachers Day and
International Day of Charity,
DLSA Jammu in collaboration
with Global Peace
Organization organized an
awareness cum felicitation
function at Bal Niketan Ved
Mandir, Amphalla here.

Justice Tashi Rabstan,
Judge, High Court of J&K and
Ladakh and Executive
Chairman, J&K Legal Services
Authority was the Chief Guest
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion,
Justice Tashi highlighted the
importance of Teacher’s day
and recalled the self-less serv-

ices rendered by Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan as
a Philosopher, Scholar, Vice
Chancellor of different
Universities, first Vice presi-
dent and Second President of
Independent India. Justice
Tashi impressed upon the
students to follow the path
shown by their teachers in
order to prosper in life.

Giving details about the cel-
ebration of International Day
of Charity, Justice Tashi said
that to acknowledge the serv-
ices rendered by one of the
greatest philanthropist of the
modern world namely Mother
Teresa, the United Nation
General Assembly passed a
resolution in the year 2012 to
celebrate 5th September every

year as International Day of
Charity and since then this
day is observed in the whole
world as such.

Justice Tashi remarked that
the best way for a teacher to

do charity is by imparting
education and knowledge
those children who are unable
to get education, because of
poor economic conditions.
While congratulating the

teachers of the Ved Mandir on
being awarded
Commendation certificates in
recognition of their services,
he urged them to work tire-
lessly to ensure that the chil-

dren living in the said home
are not left behind in this
world, where competition is
becoming tough day by day.
He also hoped that the man-
agement and the staff of the
Ved Mandir shall continue its
great work which this institu-
tion is doing for more than a
century. Principal District &
Session Judge (Chairman,
DLSA Jammu), Sanjay
Parihar, in his welcome
address gave a brief account
of the purpose of organizing
such an event at Bal Niketan
to celebrate Teachers Day and
International Day of Charity.

During the programme,
Commendation Certificates
were distributed among the
teaching and non-teaching

faculty of the Ved Mandir in
recognition of the contribu-
tions made by them towards
the lives of inmates of the said
home. Justice Tashi also dis-
tributed appreciation certifi-
cates and gifts amongst the
meritorious children.

The inmates on the occa-
sion also performed Ved
Vandana. Member Secretary,
J&K Legal Services Authority,
Amit Kumar Gupta; Secretary
DLSA Jammu, Smriti
Sharma; Shafiq Ahmad,
President Global Peace
Organization alongwith other
office bearers, Panel Lawyers,
members of Child Welfare
Committee Jammu and Para
Legal Volunteers were also
present on the occasion.

Justice Tashi celebrates Teachers Day at  Bal Niketan Jammu
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