GOOD HYGIENE -
IS IN YOUR HANDS.

TUESDAY 05 SEPTEMBER 2023 | PUBLISHING SINCE 2013

JINDRAH IMAGES

JANSAMPARK
PRINTING PRESS

DAILY | JAMMU | VOLNO: 10 | ISSUE NO: 205 | PAGES: 12 | PRICE:Rs 2/- | RNINO: JKENG/2013/49471 | POSTAL REGD. NO. JK-497/22-24 |

Terrorist killed, Soldier, Cop
injured in encounter at Reasi

| Ops on; family members evacuated safely: Officials

A terrorist was killed
while a soldier and a
police man sustained
injuries in an ongoing
encounter that broke
out in remote Upper Tuli
village of Chassana of
Reasis' Mahore subdivi-
sion on Monday, officials
said.

Officials told news
agency, the terrorists,
believed to be two in
number, were hiding
inside a house when they
got trapped after which
an encounter broke out.

“Security Forces
received information
that suspicious move-
ment was noticed in a
tough mountainous area
of Tulli referred to as
Upper Tulli falling under
Chassana police station,”

the official said.

Tulli, the most extreme
village of Reasi district, is
located close to villages
of Rajouri district and
the entire area of villages
of Rajouri and Reasi dis-
tricts are considered as

tough in terms of topog-
raphy, vegetation besides
absence of roads in many
hamlets.

“After receiving infor-
mation of suspicious
movement, Army and
Jammu and Kashmir
police launched an oper-
ation. Entire village was
cordoned off following
which forces cordoned
a house where terror-
ists were hiding,” the
officials said, adding that
members of a family pres-
ent inside house, which
belongs to a police per-
sonnel, were
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All the stakeholders are source of our

strength and pride: Lt Governor

Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha today
felicitated officers of Civil
Administration, Jammu
and Kashmir Police,
Army, Air force, CAPFs,
NDRF, SDRF, Shri Amar-
nathji Shrine Board and
the service providers for
the successful conduct of
62-day long Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra-2023.

At a felicitation cere-
mony held at Raj Bhawan
Auditorium, the Lt Gover-
nor expressed gratitude to
all the officers and the ser-
vice providers for making
the holy pilgrimage mem-
orable for the devotees.

“Shri Amarnath Ji
yatra is the symbol of our
ancient cultural-spiritual

heritage. Over the years
this annual pilgrimage has
influenced the socio-eco-
nomic life of Jammu Kash-
mir. It is also a reflection of
the diversity, integrity and
greatness of the eternal
tradition of our cultural
values," the Lt Governor

@
8,

id.
The officials of Civil

Administration, Jammu
and Kashmir Police, Army,
Air force, CAPFs, NDRF,
BRO, SDRF, Medical Staff,
sanitation workers have
worked with diligence,
going beyond their call of
duty. Various stakehold-
ers including ponywal-
lahs, pithuwallahs, health
care professionals, social

organisations, volunteers,
workforce and the media
fraternity had made com-
mendable contributions in
the smooth conduct of the
Yatra, he said.

I am extremely grate-
ful to Team Jammu Kash-
mir and for the love and
enthusiasm shown by all
sections of society towards
the devotees who came
from all over the country
and abroad. The success-
ful conduct of Yatra signi-
fies pursuit of excellence
and extraordinary accom-
plishments by team J&K,
the Lt Governor said.

“In today's felicitation,
we have honoured not
only a set of team leaders,
but also the entire com-
munity, group of service
providers, workers,
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DGP visits PTTI Vijaypur

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 4

Police Headquarters in its
continuous endeavours
has focused on establish-
ing moot courts as a part
of training programme at
all Police training institu-
tions in order to give an

overview of court pro-
ceedings to its investiga-
tion officers that will help
in identifying the lacu-
nas during the course of
Investigation.

This was stated by
Director General of Police,
J&K, Shri Dilbag

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Emotive majoritarian interpretation
of constitution should not be made to
jllStlfy Article 370 abrogation, SC told

\IF.\\'DTHII. SEP 4

There should not be
an “emotive majoritar-
ian interpretation” of the
Indian Constitution by
those supporting abro-
gation of Article 370, as
Jammu and Kashmir was
neither completely linked
to India nor asked to sign
a merger agreement like
other princely states,
National Conference
leader Mohd Akbar Lone
told the Supreme Court on
Monday.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Lone,

told a five-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud that the
sovereignty of India was
never under challenge.
The constitution bench
was hearing the pleas chal-
lenging the nullification of
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

provisions of Article 370
for the 15th day.

Sibal said Lone and
other petitioners challeng-
ing the Centre’s decision
have always maintained
that Jammu and Kashmir
is an integral part of India.

“We cannot make this
case into an emotive
majoritarian interpreta-
tion of the Constitution. If
we look at history, Jammu
and Kashmir is not com-
pletely linked to India. The
erstwhile state had a sepa-
rate detailed Constitution,
administrative and execu-
tive structure.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Over 14000 events planned across UT
during ‘Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week

=

WS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, SEP 4

Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun
Kumar Mehta Monday in
presence of Administra-
tive Secretaries, Divisional
Commissioners, Deputy
Commissioner and other
officers kick-started the
week long ‘Bhrashtachar
Mukt J&K* campaign here
across all the districts of
the UT. Outstation based

officers participated
through video conferenc-
ing.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Mehta observed
that UT of J&K has made
remarkable progress in
ensuring transparency

and accountability, and
there is a need to insti-
tutionalize it so that it
becomes intrinsic to the
system.

Dr. Mehta maintained
that the initiatives taken
during the recent past

have reinforced the trust
of people in governance.
He recalled that unlike the
present system, there was
earlier a system of giving
contracts without going
for tendering process or
appomlmg people without
going for due recruitment
process.
Implementation of
measures like BEAMS,
e-tendering, seeking of
Administrative Approval
and Technical Sanction
have resulted in establish-
ing financial discipline
which has resulted in phe-
nomenal increase in the
number of projects being
completed, from merely
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Chairperson Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board calls on LG

E
MBER 4

SRINAGAR, SF

Dr A K Jain, Chairper-
son, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB), called
on Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha and dis-
cussed the plans to bring
CNG and piped natural
gas to valley’s households.

The Lt Governor was

apprised of the Board's
action plan to award the
licenses to set up CNG
stations and to connect
homes. PNGRB is also
envisaging a gas pipeline
from Jammu to Srinagar.
The Lt Governor
assured the PNGRB lead-
ership of due consider-
ation of the issues and
suggestions to preserve
the clean environment

of the UT through the
increased use of natural
gas and to offer more fuel
choices to the people of
UT.

It was informed by
PNGRB that Jammu area
has already been largely
covered by natural gas.

Sh Gajendra Singh,
Member, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory
Board was also present.

Lt Governor chairs meeting of Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board

SRINAGAR, MBER 4
Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha chaired the
45th Board meeting of
Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board (SASB), today at Raj
Bhawan.

Hon’ble members of
the Shrine Board - Swami
Avdheshanand Giri Ji
Mabharaj, Shri K. N. Rai,
Shri K.N. Shrivastava, Shri
Pitambar Lal Gupta, Dr.
Shailesh Raina, Prof Vish-
wamurti Shastri and Smt
Manju Garg attended the
meeting and shared their
valuable suggestions for
augmentation of facilities
for the devotees.

The Lt Governor

expressed gratitude to the
board members for their
continuous guidance and
support to improve the
facilities for pilgrims and
successful conduct of the
annual yatra.

The Board discussed
various ongoing and
upcoming projects includ-
ing creation of new infra-
structure and mainte-
nance and restoration of

the existing ones.

The meeting also dis-
cussed additional mea-
sures to further improve
the overall spiritual expe-
rience for the devotees.

Dr Mandeep Kumar
Bhandari, CEO Shri Ama-
rnathji Shrine Board, Sh
Rahul Singh, Additional
CEO SASB and other
senior officers also attend-
ed the meeting.

Army Chief Manoj Pande
conducts visit to LoC to assess
operational preparedness

Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Manoj Pande con-
ducted a visit to forward
areas on Monday to assess
the operational prepared-
ness on the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in the Kashmir
valley.

Defence sources said
that General Pande con-
ducted a visit to assess the
security situation in the
areas on the LoC in the
Kashmir valley.

General Pande was
briefed by the on-ground
commanders regarding
operational readiness
and the current security

condition on the LoC in
Kashmir.

The COAS commended
the effective control and
operational preparedness
along the LoC in the Kash-
mir valley.

Machail Yatra witnesses exponential rise in
footfall, popularity this year, breaks past records

Reflecting rising rever-
ence and esteem of the
Temple shrine among the
devotees, the Annual Shri
Machail Mata Yatra 2023
has witnessed a record-
breaking arrival of nearly
2 lakh pilgrims this year.
The pilgrimage, rooted in
decades-old tradition, has
become a magnet for dev-
otees seeking the blessings
of Shree Chandi Mata with
every passing year.

The annual Shree Mach-
ail Mata Yatra has experi-

enced a remarkable surge
in attendance this year,
with a staggering increase

from around 58,000 arriv-
als in 2022 to 1.94 Lakh
this year.

This meteoric rise can
be attributed to a myriad
of factors, primarily the
foolproof arrangements,
augmentation of boarding
facilities by the District
Administration, coupled
with the seamless execu-
tion of the events’ sched-
ule. The Yatra’s newfound
popularity and its remark-
able growth in turnover
underline the enduring
spiritual significance it
holds for countless devo-
tees, drawing them in
increasing numbers. The
Kapat/Door opening
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528 dengue cases reported in J&K this year so far

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, SEP 04

Dengue cases are on the
rise in Jammu & Kashmir
with 528 cases reported
this year so far in the
Union Territory.

The State Surveillance
Officer, Dr Harjeet Rai
told the news agency
that this year, 528 cases
of dengue have been
reported in J&K.

He said dengue cases
are projected to surge
postrmonsoon and
advised people to take
“preemptive” measures
to combat the painful

mosquito-borne disease
in the absence of any vac-
cine.

Dengue caused by
viruses carried by infect-
ed mosquitoes has always
been a health concern
and people need to take
precautions to protect
themselves from fall-
ing prey to the virus, he
added.

Meanwhile, the doc-
tors have advised people
to use mosquito repel-
lents and wear full-
sleeves shirts to save
themselves from mosqui-
to bites which they said
choose to breed in stag-

nant water accumulated
by water-logging mainly
during monsoon.

"The best way to pre-
vent dengue fever is to
eliminate pockets of stag-
nant water that serve as
mosquito breeding sites
at home, at schools,
workplaces and their
vicinity, and to avoid
mosquito bites," the doc-
tors advised.

They said the mosqui-
toes that spread dengue
are active during the day.
“Cover as much of your
body as possible and use
mosquito nets if sleeping
during the day and spray

the nets with insect repel-
lents,” they said.

The most common
symptoms, as per doc-
tors, are fever and head-
ache, eye pain (typically
behind the eyes), muscle,
joint or bone pain, rash,
nausea and vomiting.

Anyone having stom-
ach or belly pain, ten-
derness, vomiting (at
least 3 times in 24 hours),
bleeding from the nose or
gums, vomiting blood,
or blood in the stool and
feeling tired, restless, or
irritable, must consult a
doctor, the

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4
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Digital Week: Chairman DDC Kathua presides
over Digital Literacy Camp at GDC Basohli

J&K stands at top in providing online services, a testimony of its

resolve to make it free fi

JINEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, , SEPT 04: The
Digital Week campaign
continued on 5th day across
district Kathua featuring
informative Stalls,
Awareness Camps, Digi
Vans, Mega Rallies and live
demonstrations of e-gover-
nance platforms aimed at
enhancing digital literacy
among the people.

The mega event was held
at GDC Basohli where
Chairman DDC Kathua Col
(Retd)  Mahan  Singh
presided over the function
which witnessed huge par-
ticipation of people from all
walks of life.

The Chairman DDC
inspected various stalls of
the departments including
ICDS, Revenue, ITI, CSC,

Bank, JJM,  Animal
Husbandry, ~ Education,
Horticulture,  Treasury,

Food department and got
detailed feedback from the
officers and representatives
about the progress of
enrollment of beneficiaries.

Col (Retd) Mahan Singh
also presided over an
awareness camp in the
GDC where a spree of

informative sessions by dif-
ferent departments which
was aimed to sensitize the
audience about the ambit of
public oriented govern-
ment services being offered
through online for the con-
venience of the public.
Addressing the partici-
pants especially students,
the Chairman DDC asked
them to get proper aware-
ness of the online applica-
tions required for availing
different Government

schemes adding that the
students are the responsible
citizens of tomorrow.

He also asked the stu-
dents to become ambassa-
dors and spread digital
awareness among the peo-

le.

Col( Retd) Mahan Singh
said that ever since public
services through Digital
mode have been started by
the government the trend
of corruption in govern-
ment offices has significant-

m corruption: Col Mahan Singh

ly declined.

“Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K
campaign is part of the
robust resolve of the pres-
ent dispensation which has
taken a number of steps to
bring transparency and
accountability in gover-
nance in Jammu and
Kashmir especially after the
abrogation of article 370 has
come into effect, added
Chairman DDC.

The DDC appealed to the
people to take maximum
benefit of the ongoing
Digital Week.

President MC Basohli
Sumesh Spolia urged the
people to avail benefits of
online services of different
sectors to avoid frequent
visits to the Government
offices and other services
providers besides high-
lighting the importance of
Digital Week campaign.

Earlier school students
expressed their views on
means and ways to root out
the corrupt practices from

society.
ADC  Basohli  Ajeet
Singh, PRI members

besides, officers from line
departments attended the
camp.

Delegation from Bani meets SDM
Bani to promote communal harmony

JINEWS SERVICE

Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K Week: Bandipora
remains abuzz with Diverse Activities

Awareness/ Grievance/ Complalnt redressal camps organised by various departments

JI NEWS SERVICE

BANDIPORA, , SEPT 04: The District
Bandipora Monday witnessed a num-
ber of activities as it observed the
commencement of "Brashtachar Mukt
J&K Week" (Corruption-Free J&K
Week).

The week-long initiative, organized
by District Administration Bandipora
in collaboration with various depart-
ments, is dedicated to raising aware-
ness about the detrimental impact of
corruption and promoting transpar-
ent governance.

The "Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K
Week” was inaugurated by Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, Dr
Owais Ahmad on Monday and is slat-
ed to conclude, after a series of week-
long activities, on September 10.

Throughout the weeklong period,
the district Bandipora shall witness a
series of activities aimed at sensitiz-
ing the people about the importance
of eradicating corruption.

Various departments, including the
Anti-Corruption Bureau, Revenue,

RDD, PDD, Agriculture and its allied
sectors are contributing in the pro-
gramme and shall organize work-
shops aimed at educating citizens,
government employees and students
about the damaging effects of corrup-
tion.

On the first day of the week, sever-
al events by different departments
were held, including awareness
workshops by the revenue depart-
ment in every block of the district.
These workshops will provide valu-
able insights into reporting corrupt
practices and will encourage a culture
of integrity and a corruption free
atmosphere.

As part of the ongoing Digital
Literacy week celebration and
Bhrashtachar Mukt J&K, a meeting
under the Chairmanship of ACR
Bandipora was held at New Dak
Bunglow Dawar.

On the occasion, Tehsildar Gurez
informed that the 'Bhrashtachar Mukt
J&K Week' will feature a series of
awareness programs, workshops and
interactive sessions to educate gov-

ernment officials and citizens about
the detrimental effects of corruption
and ways to combat it.

Meanwhile, ACR Bandipora Shabir
Ahmad presided over the pledge cer-
emony wherein Sectoral Officers
from Sub Division Gurez participated
to take oath for corruption free prac-
tices and make sure of an effective
and efficient public services delivery
system.

Public awareness campaigns were
also launched across Bandipora, uti-
lizing both traditional and digital
media. Billboards, posters, and social
media platforms are set to he utilized
in order to disseminate messages that

ize the need for a corruption-
free society.

To engage the youth during the
weeklong program to fight against
corruption, interactive sessions and
debates have been scheduled in edu-
cational institutions.

This initiative is designed to inspire
young minds to become ambassadors
of change.

During the inaugural ceremony of
the week, integrity pledges were
administered to the citizens. These
pledges symbolize a commitment to
uphold ethical values and resist cor-
rupt practices. The DC said that a cor-
ruption-free society is our collective
responsibility, and Bandipora has set
an inspiring example by coming
together to fight against this menace.

DC administers Pledge as "Bhrashtachar Mukt
J&K" campaign kick-starts across B'la

JI NEWS SERVICE

BANI, SEPT 04: A delegation com-
prising members from the Hindu
and Muslim communities in Bani,
under the leadership of SDM Bani,
convened to address recent tensions
and maintain the longstanding tra-
dition of communal harmony in
Tehsil Bani, District Bani.

Tehsil Bani has been renowned
for its brotherhood and communal
harmony for many years. However,
in recent days, a conflict arose
between members of the Hindu and
Muslim communities.

The issue stemmed from an inci-
dent where a student was reported-
ly reprimanded by a Muslim teacher
for writing 'Jai Sri Ram' on the
blackboard.

This incident led to disturbances
among students and the public,
resulting in clashes between the two
communities and causing distress
among the school-going children.
Recognizing the need to quell these
tensions and restore harmony, rep-
resentatives from both the Hindu

and Muslim communities met with
SDM Bani, Satish Sharma, to
address the issue. The delegation
included Maulana of Majid Mod,
Altaf; Dr. Rameshwar Singh;
Sarpanch Lowhanf Tohid Malik;
Sarpanch Panchyat Gatti, Sushil
Kumar; Member Sillo Ram; Retired
Headmaster Thakar Dass; Retired
Range Officer Ajab Singh; Nawib
Sarpanch Panch Bani, Jaswant
Singh; and Retired Teacher Laquit
Ji. During the meeting, all members
of the delegation earnestly request-

|

ed and provided valuable sugges-
tions to resolve the issue.

SDM Bani, Satish Sharma
expressed his deep concern about
the matter and assured everyone
present that all necessary steps
would be taken to address the situ-
ation and restore communal harmo-
ny in the region. He also called upon
the public to support and cooperate
with the administration whenever
their assistance is required to main-
tain peace and harmony within the
community.

BARAMULLA, , SEPT 04:

In its endeavour to elimi-
nate corruption and pro-
mote transparent gover-
nance, a ‘Bharshtachar
Mukt J&K' campaign was
today kick-started across all
the sub divisions of
Baramulla district.

To discuss the action
plan with regard to the
campaign, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Baramulla, Dr Syed Sehrish
Asgar convened a meeting
of all concerned officers at
Dak Bunglow here to dis-
cuss various strategies for
its. observance in
Government offices.

During the meeting, a

to mark its observance. It
was stressed upon various
departments  including
PDD, PHE, Revenue,
Police, and Social Welfare
to adopt a coordinated
approach to make the cam-
paign a grand success in the
district.

Speaking on the occasion,
the DC exhorted upon all
the concerned officers to

The DC also impressed
upon the Education depart-
ment to conduct special

seminars, quiz contests,
and debates in the schools
to raise awareness about
ethical and corruption-free
practices. Similarly, the
Youth Services and Sports
department was entrusted

their operations. She also
mandated all the depart-
ments to submit daily
reports detailing the num-
ber of grievances addressed
to ensure real time account-
ability and transparency.
Earlier, the DC kick-start-
ed the Bhrashtachar Muk
J&K week from DC Office

with [¢ i a by
marathon to promote a cor-  ing a pledge to government
rupti i officers and  officials

carry out special
programmes  throughout

Moreover, Dr Sehrish

threadbare discussion was
held on the subject wherein
special focus was laid on
the concerned departments

the ign. She directed
the heads of departments to
saturate all the deliverables
in a seamless manner.

instructed all departments
to conduct social audits
within their offices to
enhance transparency in

emphasizing on the eradi-
cation of corruption and the
promotion of transparent
and accountable gover-
nance.

Kavinder urges nationwide participation in 'Meri
Maatl Mera Desh' campalgn to Honor Martyrs

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04:

Kavinder Gupta, senior patriotic i

ing the 2001 Amarnath
Yatra, Gupta reiterated
the importance of this

e}

the great martyr Parveen
Kumar DySP and pay our
heartfelt tributes to him
for sacrificing his life for

Bharatiya Janata Party
leader and former Deputy
Chief Minister, empha-
sized the obligation of
every citizen to pay hom-
age to the supreme sacri-
fice of martyrs. He assert-
ed that the most fitting
tribute to these heroes is
active participation in the
nationwide  campaign
'Meri Maati Mera Desh.'
During his visit to the
residence of Parveen
Kumar DySP, who
attained martyrdom dur-

As part of the 'Meri
Maati Mera Desh' pro-
gram, designed to honor
the martyrs of the world's
largest democracy who
laid down their lives in
defense of the nation, the
senior BJP leader, along
with others, visited the
martyr's residence. They
collected soil from the
premises, which will be
sent to the National
Capital.

In his address, Kavinder
Gupta stated, "We salute

the cause of the nation
and its people." He high-
lighted that under the
leadership  of  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
this campaign involves
collecting soil from the
homes,  surroundings,
statues, and memorials of
martyrs at various loca-
tions across the nation,
including Jammu &
Kashmir. This soil will
contribute to the creation
of 'Amrit Vatika' in front of
Rashtrapati Bhawan on

‘Kartavya Path' (formerly
known as Rajpath).

Gupta emphasized that
these initiatives, conduct-
ed under the slogan "Mitti
Ko Naman, Veeron Ka
Vandan," aim to celebrate
77 years of
Independence. He noted
that Kalash Yatras, trans-
porting soil in 7500 urns,
including those collected
from Jammu
Kashmir, will ultimately
reach the nation's capital,
Delhi, to merge with the
soil at 'Amrit Vatika.'

He urged the people of
the nation to join the cam-
paign and pay tribute to
the ultimate sacrifices
made by the Military,
Para, Police, and other
forces in the service of the
nation and its people.

Prominent individuals
accompanying Kavinder
Gupta included Vinay
Gupta, Rekha Mahajan,
Ajay Gupta (Corporator),

Indian

and

Narinder Koki,
Pushpinder Singh,
Parmod  Chib, Kapil
Khurana, and Nayan

Gupta.

Udhampur: DC reviews performance
of Banks at DLRC & DCC meeting

JI NEWS SERVICE

UDHAMPUR,  SEPTEMBER  4:
Deputy Commissioner Udhampur,
Saloni Rai, today chaired the meeting
of the District Level Review
Committee/ DCC here in her office.

The meeting was convened to eval-
uate the performance of the banks
concerning deposits and advances for
the quarter ending June 2023, in
alignment with the Annual Credit
Plan for 2023-24. During the meeting,
in-depth discussions took place on
pivotal aspects, including bank and
sector-wise accomplishments in lend-
ing to both the Priority and Non-
Priority Sectors under the Annual
Credit Plan.

Additionally, the meeting delved
into the bank-specific positions
regarding deposits and advances as
of June 30, 2023, as well as the per-
formance of banks in crucial areas

such as Deposits, Advances, and
Priority Sector Advances.

The meeting also assessed credit
disbursements under Government
Sponsored  Schemes (GSS), the
issuance of Kisan Credit Cards
(KCCs), the Special Credit Facility for
Street Vendors (PM- SVANIDHI),
financial support to Joint Liability
Farming Groups of Bhoomi Heen
Kissan, the Financial Inclusion Plan
(FIP) for the district, the seeding of
Aadhar for EBT/DBT purposes, the
progress and establishment of a new
campus  for the Rural Self
Employment Training Institute, the
implementation of the Prime
Minister's Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), the progress in opening
new bank branches, and more.

During her address, Deputy
Commissioner Saloni Rai urged offi-
cers to organize financial literacy
awareness camps in collaboration

with other departments at the
Panchayat level, emphasizing the
need to maximize benefits at the
grassroots level. She also encouraged
bankers to consult the relevant
departments before rejecting spon-
sored loan cases, highlighting the role
these departments could play as a
bridge between beneficiaries and
banks.

Furthermore, she called upon
bankers to engage with stakeholders
to expedite the delivery of banking
benefits to the disadvantaged sec-
tions of society, thereby contributing
to the upliftment of their socio-eco-
nomic status. Deputy Commissioner
Rai stressed the importance of
increasing the Credit-Deposit (CD)
ratio through a focus on potential
areas and emphasized the necessity
for improved coordination between
banks and government departments
to enhance this ratio.

Inter Zonal District Level U/19 Girls
tournament commences in Kishtwar

__ NINEWSSERVICE

KISHTWAR, , SEPT 04:
The fervor of sportsman-
ship and youthful talent
was on full display today
as the Inter Zonal District
Level multidiscipline
sports tournament for
U/19 Girls commenced
here on the historical

Chowgan Grounds.

The tournament has
been organized by the
Youth Services & Sports
Department Kishtwar,
under the Supervision of
District Youth Services &
Sports Officers Kharati Lal
Sharma.

The District  Youth
Services & Sports Officers

encouraged the players to
give their best and com-
pete in a well-disciplined
spirit.

He asked them to focus
on teamwork and follow
the game rules which are
crucial for attaining victo-
ry.

The participating teams
have been selected after

intense competition at the
Inter School Zonal Level
Tournament held across all
zones of the Kishtwar
District.

The 2nd day witnessed a
massive congregation of
sports enthusiasts, players,
and sports officials, all
excited to witness the
thrilling contests.
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Construction of Sawalkote HEP

DC Ramban discusses k

JINEWS SERVICE

RAMBAN, , SEPT 04: Deputy
Commissioner Ramban Mussarat
Islam today chaired a meeting to dis-
cuss the key issues related to the con-
struction of 1856 MW Sawalkot
Hydroelectric Project on the River
Chenab.

The meeting witnessed the partici-
pation of Assistant Commissioner
(Revenue), Divisional Forest Officers
(DFO) from Forest Divisions Ramban
and Batote, and Senior Manager,

National ~ Hydroelectric ~ Power
Corporation (NHPC).
During the meeting, Senior

Manager NHPC provided a compre-
hensive update on the project's
progress, highlighting the clearances
that the NHPC has already secured.
These clearances encompass the
Techno Economic Appraisal by the
Central Electricity Authority (CEA)
and the requisite Forest Rights Act
certificates. It was emphasized that
these approvals were obtained fol-
lowing due procedures, including the
approval from the Gram Sabha of 30
villages located in Districts of
Ramban, Reasi, and Udhampur.
Additionally, the Senior Manager,

NHPC, shed light on the outstanding
clearances that are yet to be obtained
by the NHPC.

The  Assistant ~Commissioner
(Revenue) Ramban, who is also
Collector, ~ Land  Acquisition
Sawalkote HEP, drew the attention
towards the pending land acquisition
cases.

He stressed upon the importance of
settling these cases so that fair com-
pensation is provided to the affected
populations. He proposed conduct-
ing a survey to assess the actual quan-
tum of land to be acquired vis-a-vis
land acquisition cases for the said
project.

Officers  representing ~ Forest
Division Ramban and Batote briefed
the meeting and stated that total for-

ey issues with stakeholders

est land to be diverted for the
Sawalkot Hydroelectric Project in
District Ramban amounts to 617.68
ha. Furthermore, they mentioned that
the Compensatory Afforestation Plan
has already been submitted to the
higher authorities for approval.

Following extensive deliberations,
the Deputy Commissioner issued
several directives including laying of
emphasis on the necessity to consoli-
date all land acquisition cases.
Additionally, recognizing that some
areas housing defense establishments
would be affected by the proposed
project, it was mandated to identify
new land sites. This step is essential
to ensure that the security component
for District Ramban remains uncom-
promised, he added.

Prof. Gharu, Anuradha listens to
public grievances at BJP

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04: Former MLA
Prof. Gharu Ram and J&K BJP
Vice-President Anuradha Charak
listened to the public grievances at
BJP headquarters, Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu.

A large number of people, individ-

ually as well in the form of deputa-
tions, visited the BJP office to dis-
cuss their respective issues with the
senior party leaders. Various issues
raised contained matters of individ-
ual concerns as well as development
oriented related to their respective
areas.

People from various areas pre-

sented issues related to the repair of
lanes & drains, repair of street-
lights, revenue record issue, issues
related to the CAPD, installation of
electric poles and others issues of
public interest.

BJP leaders listened to all the
individuals and the deputations
patiently and immediately took up
the matters with the concerned
departmental officials telephonically
as well as issued letters for the oth-
ers. Talking to the concerned
authorities, they pressed for the
prompt redressal of the issues.

Prof. Gharu Ram speaking on the
occasion said that the public
Darbar at the party office on daily
basis provides a platform to the
public for direct interaction with the
BJP leaders and it is receiving mas-
sive response.

Anuradha Charak insisted on the
commitment of the party and its
leaders to solve the issues faced by
the masses.

3-Day Historic Sankri Devta Mela
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ment,

sanitation,
transport, traffic manage-

Fe

healthcare,

water,

Executive Engineer PHE
and uninterrupted power

ties throughout the mela.

To guarantee security,
the District Police will
deploy an adequate num-
ber of personnel during the
event, and the ARTO will
provide a sufficient fleet of
buses from various loca-
tions. Additionally, various
departmental stalls will be
set up to raise awareness
about government
schemes. Tehsildar

arrangements discussed at Udhampur

UDHAMPUR, SEPTEM-
BER 4: In anticipation to
the upcoming 3-day his-
toric Sankri Devta Mela
scheduled to commence on
September 15, 2023 at vil-
lage Meer in Block
Panchari, a meeting of dis-
trict officials from different
departments was convened
today to discuss the
arrangements for the his-
torical event.

The meeting, chaired by
Deputy ~ Commissioner,
Saloni Rai, took place in the
Conference Hall, DC Office
Complex.

Extensive deliberations
were held regarding multi-
ple aspects of event logis-
tics, including security,

drinking
power supply, and the
monitoring of essential
commodity prices.

The DC emphasized the
importance of seamless col-
laboration among all dis-
trict officers to finalize nec-
essary arrangements well
in advance of the com-
mencement of the Mela.
She urged local mela com-
mittee members to actively
participate in ensuring the
event's grand success, rec-
ognizing the significance of
public involvement in bol-
stering tourism and the
local economy.

Key directives included
ensuring a steady supply of
drinking water by the

supply by the Executive
Engineer PDD during the
mela. The  Executive
Engineer PMGSY was
tasked with road mainte-
nance and pothole repairs.

In terms of healthcare
provision, the  Chief
Medical Officer was direct-
ed to deploy a team of doc-
tors and an ambulance at
the mela site to offer first
aid facilities. The
Information Department
was assigned the responsi-
bility of providing a Public
Address System (PAS) for
comprehensive event cov-
erage. The District Youth
Services and Sports Officer
was instructed to organize
various sports and activi-

Inter-Zonal/ Inter-School Hockey,

Panchari has been appoint-
ed as the Mela Officer, and
the Legal Metrology
Department will oversee
the inspection of rates and
the quality of consumables
in coordination with rele-
vant departments.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy
Commissioner ~ Joginder
Singh  Jasrotia, DDC
Councillor Panchari Jasvir
Singh, BDC Chairman
Jeevan Sharma, Additional

Anwar-Ul-Haq,
Assistant  Commissioner
Revenue Rafiq Ahmed
Jaral, and other district offi-
cers from various depart-
ments.

Football &

Handball Competition kicks-off at Baramulla

JINEWS SERVICE

BARAMULLA, , SEPT 04: The
Baramulla district is buzzing with
excitement as the Inter-Zonal/ Inter-
School Hockey, Handball, and
Football Competition for boys under
14 & 17, as well as girls' football
under 14 & 17, began today at two
prestigious venues.

The Girls' Football event is taking
place at the HS Ground Khawaja

Bagh, while the Boys' Football,
Hockey, and Handball competitions
are hosted at the Showkat Ali
Stadium Khawaja Bagh.

The grand inauguration of this
sports extravaganza was graced by
Senior Zonal Physical Education
Officer, Ichpal Singh, who was
joined by other Zonal Physical
Education Officers from the depart-
ment.

This sporting trio competition has

drawn enthusiastic participation
from all 18 educational zones within
the district.

This sporting spectacle has been

expertly  organized by  the
Department of Youth Services &
Sports, District Baramulla, and

promises thrilling matches and dis-
play of exceptional talent. The event
commenced on September 4th, 2023,
and is set to conclude on September
7th, 2023.

BJP BDC Chairman, Over dozen Sarpanchs, 100
Panchs joined C

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04: JKPCC
President  Shri  Vikar
Rasool Wani today said
that winds of change are
blowing in Jammu and

Kashmir as there is
large scale resentment
against the BJP in

Jammu region too, owing
to the failures, arrogance
of power and unfulfilled
promises by the BJP with
the people , especially
youth.

Addressing a large gath-
ering alongwith working
president Raman Bhalla
and other senior party
leaders here today to wel-
come a number of BJP
leaders, including over the
dozen Sarpanchs & 100
Panchs led by BDC
Chairman Daleep Kumar
into the party, Shri Wani
said that more and more

people  from different
parties including BJP
strengthens our claim

that people want change
and look towards con-
gress as a secular demo-
cratic alternative at the
Centre and in J&K.

A large number of
prominent BJP leaders,
Sarpanchs & Panchs
along with their support-
ers joined the congress
party amidst host of sen-
ior cong leaders including

]
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Shri Ravinder Sharma,
Yogesh Sawhney, Hari
Singh Chib, TS Bajwa,
Pawan Raina, Shashi
Sharma, T S Tony,
Rajinder Singh Nathu,
Bhushan Dogra, Amrit
Bali, Gurdarshan Singh,
Ch. Hussain Ali Waffa,
Bhupinder Singh Jamwal,
Charanjit Bhagat, Mohan
Choudhary, Aijab Motton
, Sham Lal Mehra, Gurmit
Singh, Jatin K Raina,
Sarban Choudhary, Sham
Lal Bhagat, Pawan
Kumar, Jatinder Bhagat,
Michael Wazir, B.S. Wazir
& others in an impressive
gathering organized by
Daleep Kumar coordinat-

ed by Rajinder Singh
Nathu.

Welcoming the new
entrants, Shri Vikar

Rasool Wani took a dig at
BJP by stating that the
coming events cast their
shadows before. There is
unrest amongst the
cadres of BJP now as they

ongress in R.S. Pura

% “
see their defeat imminent,
especially after coming
together of all major oppo-
sition parties under INDIA
alliance.

He said that BJP led
NDA had secured 37%
percent votes while par-
ties under the INDIA
alliance collectively
secured around 63%
votes in 2019 elections,
which indicate the coming
results in the next elec-
tions .

He said that the resent-
ment against BJP is writ
large amongst people and
its graph has gone down
to a great extent, at pres-
ent , in view of the jumla’s
and unfulfilled promises,
large scale loot of the
resources to the near and
dear ones at the cost of
common tax payers while
the common people are
burdened with large num-
ber of taxes leading to
unprecedented  price
escalation . The people

7

cries for concession are
not being heard by the
arrogant Govt. and BJP
even on small issues like
removing of toll tax at
Sarore and smart meters
upon which the entire
Jammu observed  com-
plete Bandh and massive
protests.

Wani said that arro-
gance of power in the BJP
is because of the reason
that it believes that it will
polarize the situation in
the name of religion dur-
ing elections and manage
power but now the people
have realized that
instead of delivering on
the promises of two crore
jobs annually bringing
black money controlling
price rise and reducing
taxes, BJP is harping on
divisions and polariza-
tions for winning elec-
tions. People will throw
BJP out of power both at
Centre and in J&K as and
when elections are held.

Chugh applauds Khellani Tunnel
upgradation for regional development

__ NNEWSSERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04: BJP
National General
Secretary, Tarun Chugh,
extended a warm welcome
to the decision of the Modi
government to upgrade
the Khellani tunnel, recog-
nizing its potential to bring
about new dimensions of
development and progress
to the region. This initia-
tive is set to open doors to
a brighter future for the
local population, creating
employment opportunities
and bolstering the tourism
sector.

Chugh expressed heart-
felt gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

A

and Union Minister for
Roads & Highways, Nitin
Gadkari, for their
announcement regarding
the Khellani tunnel's
transformation into a 2-
lane structure. Located in
Doda district, this tunnel
is a pivotal part of the
Sudh  Mahadev-Goha-
Khellani-Chatroo-

Khanabal route, poised to
serve as an alternative
highway to Batote-
Kishtwar. Notably, this
upgrade is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce the dis-
tance between Doda and
Kishtwar by approximate-
ly 30 kilometers, greatly
enhancing  connectivity
and accessibility. Covering
a total span of 2.419 kilo-
meters under package 3,
the estimated project cost
exceeds Rs 431 crore.
Remarkably, the ambi-
tious endeavor is set to be
completed within the cur-
rent year, reflecting the
government's commitment
to expedite transformative
infrastructure projects.

Dharmarth Trust to organise

Grand Rath Yatra on Sep 6

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04: The
J&K Dharmarth Trust, in
collaboration with the
Sanatan Dharm Sabha
and Dharmik Youvak
Mandal, is going to organ-
ize a grand Rath Yatra on
September 6, 2023, to
commemorate the auspi-
cious occasion of Shri
Krishna Janamashtami.
Addressing media per-
sons at Trust’s Central
Office in Jammu, Brig R.S
Langeh (Retd), President
of J&K Dharmarth Trust
informed that this much-
awaited event will witness
devotees and enthusiasts
from all corners of
Jammu region coming
together to pay homage to

Lord Krishna, the eighth

incarnation of  Lord
Vishnu, on His birth
anniversary.

The Rath Yatra will
provide a platform for
spiritual enlightenment
and cultural enrichment
while fostering the spirit
of unity among the devo-
tees.

He said that the Shri
Krishna Janamashtami
celebrations will com-
mence with a captivating
Rathyatra, a religious
procession wherein the
beautifully adorned chari-
ot carrying the idols of
Shri Krishna and Radha
will be towed through the
streets of Temple City.

The procession will be
accompanied by enthusi-

astic participants, both
young and old, singing
devotional songs and
chants, spreading the
message of love, compas-
sion, and harmony.
Trust’s President
informed that the
Trustees will preside over
the Shobha Murti Poojan
ceremony, scheduled to
take place at 3:30 PM on
September 6, 2023 at the
ancient Shri Raghunathji
Temple, Jammu.
Following this, at 4:00
PM, the Rath Poojan and
Dhwajarohan ceremony
will commence, with dis-
tinguished Trustees M.K
Ajatshatru  Singh and
Ranvijay Singh presiding.
The Rath Yatra will be
flagged off after these

Chugh took the oppor-
tunity to express his deep
appreciation to Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari,
emphasizing that "Post the
abrogation of Article 370,
the entire J&K has wit-
nessed a dawn of peace,
prosperity, and develop-
ment." He further under-
scored the unwavering
commitment of the BJP-
led government, led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, to usher in remark-
able changes in J&K. The
government is leaving no
stone unturned in its
efforts to uplift the local
economy and ensure a
brighter future for the
region.

auspicious rituals.

Brig Langeh requested
the people of the Jammu
region to join the celebra-
tions in large numbers
and make it a grand suc-
cess. He emphasized the
significance of these aus-
picious occasions, which
provide an opportunity
for individuals to connect
with their rich culture
and roots. He also
expressed gratitude to the
District Administration
Jammu and  Police
Department for providing
necessary support for the
successful conduct of
Rath Yatra. Ashok Kumar
Sharma, Secretary of the
Trust, informed that the
Shobha Yatra will follow
the traditional route, start-
ing from the historical Shri
Raghunathji Temple. The
procession  will  pass
through various markets,
including Residency Road,
Rajinder Bazaar, Kanak
Mandi, City Chowk,
Purani Mandi, Link Road,
Jain  Bazaar, Chowk
Chabutra, Panjtirthi,
Mubarak Mandi, Pacca
Danga, Moti Bazaar, Raj
Tilak Road, Old Hospital
Road, and Raghunath
Bazaar, before finally cul-
minating at Shri Raghu
Nath Ji Temple.
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Chandrayaan sparked global aspirations in Indian students: Dr Jitendra

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, SEPT 4

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Sci-
ence & Technology; MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh today
said that successful launch
of Chandrayaan-3 has
sparked global aspirations
in Indian students.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
this is all the more evident
that after the opening up of
the Space Sector by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
June 2020, the number of

Space StartUps sky-rock-
eted from merely 04 to
150 Start-ups and most of
them being led by science
students, researchers and
entrepreneurs.

Dr Jitendra Singh was
addressing the gathering
after inaugurating the Sci-
ence 20 (S20) Conference
under the aegis of G20
on the topic “Disruptive
Science for Innovative
and Sustainable Develop-
ment”, at Amity University
at Noida.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
StartUps are centres of
novel innovations and
essential for the growth of

the nation and driven by
the ideas of the Prime Min-
ister Modi, Startup India,
Standup India and Make
in India will help trans-
form India to even stron-
ger economic power and
contribute towards adding
1 trillion USD to our GDP
each year.

“They generate jobs
leading to a stronger and
healthier economy. Start-
ups encourage a pragmatic
approach at the academic
establishments further
leading to large scale
employment generation.
It motivates students or
researchers to put their

ideas into practice by col-
laborating with the start-
up, which more important-
ly help to develop means
of economic expansion.
India now stands 3rd in
terms of Startup ecosystem
with almost 110 Unicorns,”
he said, encouraging the
universities to promote
students’ tie-ups with the
emerging StartUps.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that there were just around
350 StartUps before 2014,
but after PM Modi gave
the clarion call from the
ramparts of the Red Fort
in his Independence Day
address and rolled out

special StartUp scheme
in 2016, there has been a
quantum jump with over
1.25 lakh StartUps now and
more than 110 Unicorns.
Similarly, he added that in
the Bio-tech sector, from
50 odd Strat-ups in 2014,
‘we now have 6,000 Bio-
tech StartUps.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
“It is the hard work and
determination of scientists,
researchers and scholars
that India is now ranked
amongst top 3 nations in
terms of publications and
9th in terms of Patents.
India’s Global Innovation
index has also seen signifi-

cant improvement in the
past years moving up the
ladder from 81st position to
40th position,” he added.
“The Government of
India has focussed on
Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) in research and
innovation to realise the
global endeavours of India
making the country Aat-
manirbhar through Make
in India and Make for the
World philosophy. The
Government is actively
working towards deepen-
ing the reach of public-pri-
vate partnerships to create
timebound world-class
infrastructure and attract

private sector and institu-
tional capital in infrastruc-
ture,” he said. Dr Jitendra
Singh said, India is now
the world’s fifth-largest
economy and is counted
among the top countries
globally in the field of sci-
entific research and even
positioning itself among
the top five nations in the
field of space exploration.

“India has recently cre-
ated history by becoming
the first country to land on
the south polar region of
the lunar surface. With the
launch of Aditya -1 which is
the first space based Indian
mission to study the Sun,

India’s ambitious space
exploration programme
has left a clear message
that we are one of the most
scientifically advanced
nations in the field of Space
Science and Technology,”
he said.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that the country has wit-
nessed an exponential
growth in Science and
Technology during the last
decade. He said, under the
able leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, our progressive
government is focusing on
inclusive growth and sus-
tainable development.

FR THE FRONT PAGE
Terrorist killed, Soldier...

safely evacuated after which the house was cordoned
from all sides and forces resorted to speculative as well
as challenge fire.

“However, there was no response from inside the
house,” the officials said. "In evening hours when forces
were further tightening the cordon, terrorists hiding
inside the house fired at them which retaliated effective-
ly and a gunfight broke out." Sources further informed
that during the gunfight, one terrorist was neutralised
by forces.

The official sources also said that an encounter is still
going on with one or maybe two terrorists suspected
to be hiding inside the house and an exchange of fire
is going on.

“In the fire fighting, one police personnel and one
army personnel have received injuri
stable and out of danger,” he said. Additional DG of
police in Jammu zone, Mukesh Singh said that an
encounter is going on. He confirmed that one terrorist
has been eliminated so far.

Jammu based defence spokesperson Lt Col Suneel
Bartwal also confirmed the killing of one terrorist and
injuries to an army soldier and a police personnel. He
also said that operation is going on. KNO

All the stakeholders are...

who effectively handled every challenge. They are
source of our strength and pride,” the Lt Governor
added.

He said the selfless volunteers from across the coun-
try with soaring idealism, rooted in the age-old concept
of Seva, were our silent workforce, who ensured the
needs of devotees are taken care of.

“The collective and coordinated efforts for successful
conduct of Yatra are also the reflection of Aspirational
J&K,” the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor also expressed gratitude towards
the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji and
Hon’ble Home Minister Shri Amit Shah ji for the con-
tinuous support and guidance for the successful con-
duct of the Yatra.

This was the longest ever pilgrimage of Shri Amar-
nath ji in which 4.45 lakh devotees performed Puja and
darshan at the holy cave. It is also the highest number
in the last 10 years.

Team Jammu Kashmir is the driving force of the
unprecedented growth. I am witnessing a new work
culture, devoted, disciplined and determined. It moti-
vates us to aim higher and work hard to realize the
aspirations of the society, the Lt Governor said.

The Lt Governor suggested for identifying the officers
from all the line departments who are willing to serve
the devotees of Shri Amarnathji Yatra and that their
deployment on the Yatra duty can be ensured.

4.5 lakh devotees will be the ambassadors of Jammu
Kashmir who will carry the saga of transformation,
tales of peace and prosperity of Jammu Kashmir to their
respective states and UTs. It will encourage more tour-
ists to visit Jammu Kashmir and give a fresh impetus to
the tourism sector, the Lt Governor said.

It was informed that impeccable arrangements were
put in place by various agencies and Government organ-
isations on both the Yatra Tracks. Yatris were facilitated
with E-KYC, RFID and prepaid system for availing the
services easily.

More than 50 medical facilities, 440 clinical beds and
26 oxygen booths were created along the yatra route
and health of devotees was given the top priority. Opti-
cal fiber cables were laid on both routes by Telecom
providers along with many other facilities.

Yatri feedback through Rapid Assessment System
(RAS) was put in place and daily real time feedback from
pilgrims on both the axis was collected. 95% pilgrims
had rated the services as ‘Good’.

Sh Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to Lt Governor; Dr.
Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary;Sh R K Goyal, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, Home Department; Sh Shaleen
Kabra, Additional Chief Secretary Jal Shakti Depart-
ment; Sh Dilbag Singh, DGP; Sh RR Swain, DG CID; Lt
Gen Rajiv Ghai, GOC,15 Corps; Sh P. Mittal Air Commo-
dore; Dr Mandeep Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secretary
to Lt Governor and CEO SASB; senior officers of Civil,
Police Administration, J&K, CAPFs, Army and Shrine
Board attended the felicitation ceremony.

Swami Avdheshanand Giri Ji Maharaj and other mem-
bers of Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board were also present.

DGP visits PTTI...

Singh after inaugurating the newly established Moot
Court for the trainees/Personnel during his visit to
Police Technical Training Institute (PTTI) Vijaypur
today.

Under the national campaign Meri Matti Meera Desh,
the DGP also launched the Amrit Kalash Yatra and plan-
tation drive.

The DGP was received by Principal PTTI Vijaypur Shri
Shiv Kumar Sharma and other senior officers from the
Police & Prosecution wing and was presented a Guard
of Honour.

Soon after his arrival the DGP J&K kick started the
Amrit Kalash Yatra and plantation drive under the on-

going national campaign Meri Matti Meera Desh. On
the occasion the DGP along with other senior officers
planted saplings in the training institute.

The DGP then inaugurated newly established Moot
Court for the trainees as well as for the Police person-
nel. On the occasion, the faculty of PTTI demonstrated
a live trial of NDPS case in the Moot Court.

Speaking on the occasion the DGP commended the
efforts of PTTI Vijaypur and expressed hope that the
moot court mock trials would surely help trainees/
Police personnel to comprehend the court customs
better and will also refine their abilities to fix investiga-
tion gaps if any. He directed to arrange more such Moot
Court mock drills in future to improvise the profession-
alism, skills of prosecution, witnesses and investigating
officers in particular so that cases like NDPS/UAPA could
be brought to their logical conclusion in the interest of
justice besides other cases.

The DGP said that a dedicated effort from everyone
is necessary to improve the conviction rate of heinous
crimes. He said that good quality Investigation of UAPA
& NDPS cases is also a weapon to curb militancy and
drug menace from the UT. He said that investigation of
any case must be worked until the final judgement of
the Hon’ble Court. He said that Police Headquarters in
its continuous endeavours has focused on establishing
moot court rooms as a part of training programme at all
Police training institutions in order to give an overview
of court proceedings to its investigation officers that
will help in identifying the lacunas during the course
of Investigation.

The DGP praised Shri Shiv Kumar Sharma, Principal
PTTI Vijaypur and PTTI staff for their efforts and initia-
tives while serving the institution.

Pertinent to mention that J&K Police under its capac-
ity building programmes is focusing on providing Court
like environment to the Police officers and personnel
by establishing moot courts in Police training centres
across UT.

Earlier Shri Shiv Kumar, SSP, Principal PTTI Vijaypur
gave a brief of Moot Court and its importance for train-
ees especially investigation officers.

The inaugural function was attended by Shri Mohd
Suleman Choudhary, DIG Udhampur-Reasi Range, Dr.
Mohd Haseeb Mughal, DIG Rajouri Poonch Range, Shri
Siridhar Patil, DIG Traffic Jammu, Shri Subash Gupta,
Retd. Sessions Judge NIA Court, Shri Pawan Gupta, Joint
Director Prosecution, JKS Range, Shri Intikhab Hussain,
Sr. Advocate Jammu High Court, Ms. Rashmi Wazir,
Commandant Women Bn. Jammu, Shri Mubassir Latifi
Ameer, Commandant IRP 15th Bn., Ms. Anita Sharma,
Commandant IRP14th Bn., Shri J.S. Johar, AIG (Train-
ing/Policy) PHQ-J&K, Shri Benam Tosh, Sr. Superinten-
dent of Police, Samba, Shri Roop Raj, Principal PTS
Kathua, Shri Dushyant Sharma, Vice Principal PTTI
Vijaypur, other gazetted officers staff and trainees of
PTTI Vijaypur.

Emotive majoritarian...

It was never asked to sign a merger agreement,” Sibal
said.

He told the bench, also comprising Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, Sanjiv Khanna, BR Gavai and Surya Kant,
that when Article 370 says that ‘concurrence’ of the
state government with respect to certain subjects is
required, it means the executive can also say ‘no’.

The CJI told Sibal, advancing rejoinder arguments,
that the Indian Constitution does not specify what
would happen after the Constitution of Jammu and
Kashmir comes into force.

“You see, there is no express provision. There is a
complete silence as to what would happen after the J-K
Constitution comes into force. It was like allowing Arti-
cle 370 to operate and let the process of integration (of
J-K) get over. But, at what time integration will be over
is not hedged in the Constitution of India,” the CJI said.

Sibal reiterated his argument that Article 370 acquired
a permanent character once the term of the constituent
assembly of Jammu and Kashmir got over in 1957 after
drafting the state’s Constitution.

“We should interpret the Constitution textually and
contextually, but not by looking at what there is in
silence,” he said.

Sibal said abrogation of Article 370 is a political pro-
cess and it must have a “political solution”.

“So, you are saying there is no solution for abrogation
of Article 370 within the Constitution and that a political
solution has to be found. We have to keep in mind that
all solutions have to be within the framework of the
Constitution,” CJI Chandrachud told Sibal.

Sibal’s submissions remained inconclusive and will
continue on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, the top court heard arguments of
counsel for intervenors, who are defending the Centre’s
August 5, 2019 decision to abrogate Article 370 that
accorded special status to the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Among those who advanced their arguments includ-
ed KM Nataraj and Vikramjeet Banerjee (both Addition-
al Solicitor General), senior advocate V Giri and others.

The bench made it clear that Tuesday will be the last
day for hearing submissions on Article 370.

The intervenors had told the apex court on Septem-

ber 1 that the decision to abrogate provisions of Article
370 was not made by the political executive alone and
Indian Parliament was taken into confidence.

Several petitions challenging the abrogation of Article
370 and the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019, which split the erstwhile state into two union
territories - Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh - were
referred to a Constitution bench in 2019. (Agencies)

Over 4000 events...

9,000 projects during 2018-19 to 92,000 during 2022-
23 with nearly same expenditure. The Chief Secretary
remarked that IT interventions have brought about
more transparency where all details of projects and
services are being put in public domain. Through RTI
and Public Services Guarantee Act (PSGA), citizens who
seek their rights, have been empowered, as guaranteed
under law. The accessibility of people to project their
grievances before senior functionaries and their timely
disposals have been greatly facilitated through IGRAMS
and JKGRAMS portals.

The Chief Secretary complimented ‘Team J&K’ for
their untiring efforts for taking J&K to the top performing
States/UTs in the Country. While directing all the Prab-
hari Officers to visit their concerned panchayat atleast
once during this week, the Chief Secretary asked the
Incharge Secretaries of the districts to intensively moni-
tor the activities carried out under the Bhrashtachar
Mukt J&K in their concerned districts. Dr. Mehta further
advised the Deputy Commissioners to fully involve all
representatives of Urban and Rural Local Bodies in this
intensive campaign against corruption.

Earlier, Commissioner Secretary, GAD, Sanjeev
Verma gave an overview of the activities planned during
the week as well as about the improvement in the over-
all working of the Government which has been made
possible through slew of measures taken in the recent
past. He informed that the week is going to provide an
open platform to the citizens for two way exchange of
ideas with the administrative machinery. He revealed
that thousands of camps are going to be held across the
districts of the UT right from Panchayat, Block, Sub-
Division to District level.

On the occasion, several Administrative Secretar-
ies, Divisional and District administration gave their
inputs about making this programme successful. The
Deputy Commissioners provided details of the activi-
ties planned for the upcoming days of the week. They
informed that counters/help deskshave been estab-
lished for departments like Revenue, Housing, PDD,
PWD, Jal Shakti, Social Welfare etc. for receiving the
grievances of public and their instant resolution.

It was further revealed that activities like debates,
discussions, painting competitions etc are also planned
to create awareness among the College and school chil-
dren about the menace of corruption and its possible
remedies available to public. More than 14000 events
are going to be organized across all the districts of the
UT with events at Panchayats, Patwar Khanas, Urban
Local Bodies, Tehsils and Districts in which general
public is participating in large numbers.

Later on the Chief Secretary also visited Lalchowk
to participate in the function being organized by the
Srinagar Smart City on the theme ‘Digital J&K, Digital
Srinagar’. The daylong festival is part of Digital Week (Ist
to 6th September, 2023) focused on digital initiatives of
the government in general and SSCL / SMC in particular.
Seminars, demos, exhibitions were organized during
the day to apprise the public/ students from schools
and colleges in the city. Stalls have been setup by Smart
City, SMC and District Administration to showcase the
different digital initiatives.

Those who accompanied him on the occasion includ-
ed Principal Secretary, H&UDD; Divisional Commis-
sioner, Kashmir; Deputy Commissioner, Srinagar; CEO,
Srinagar Smart City Limited and many others. KNO

Machail Yatra witnesses...

ceremony of the Temple took place on the auspi-
cious Baishakhi festival in April 2023. It involved the
ceremonial transfer of the revered Shree Machail Mata’s
Murti from the local priest’s residence to the temple,
accompanied by the Pratham Pooja.

Distinguished officials from the Jammu administra-
tion and senior officers of the Kishtwar District Admin-
istration graced the occasion.

This marked the beginning of pilgrims flocking to the
temple for Darshans. Officially, the Yatra commenced
on July 25, 2023, witnessing a substantial influx of devo-
tees, right from the outset. This auspicious start set the
tone for what would become a momentous pilgrimage.

This year, the Machail Mata Yatra achieved unprec-
edented success, largely attributed to Blessing of Maa
Chandi, her Holiness and the comprehensive and tire-
less efforts of the administration. The harmonious blend
of meticulous planning and spiritual devotion has pro-
pelled the Yatra to new heights.

One of the notable accomplishments was the provi-
sion of accommodation at Yatri Bhawan in Gulabgarh,
capable of hosting 2000 pilgrims simultaneously. The
addition of Mushroom Luxury Tents and Sapphire Guest
House in Gulabgarh further enhanced the comfort of

Yatries with premier experience during the journey.
A tent city surrounding the temple at Machail Bhawan
and local stay houses became a significant attraction,
beckoning pilgrims with open arms.

The development of the BT Road up to Kundhail
and the timely throwing open of the on foot/ trekkable
PM]JSY road from Mov up to Hamouri village significant-
ly reduced travel time and fatigue for pilgrims. These
road and Bridge improvements made the Yatra more
accessible and efficient attracting a significant number
of Yatries this year.

Leveraging the technology for convenience of Yatries,
the District Administration under abled guidance of
Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar Dr Devansh Yadav
unveiled the official website of Shri Machail Mata Yatra
http://www.shrimachailmatayatra.com ,which emerged
as a valuable resource for pilgrims. Providing real-time
updates on facilities and inquiries, it ensured Yatries
had the latest information at their fingertips, enhancing
their convenience and experience.

A notable milestone in this year’s Yatra was the
installation of a 30 KV Solar Power Plant at the Machail
temple. This innovation illuminated the temple and its
surroundings, significantly enhancing the comfort and
convenience of Yatries, especially during evening and
night visits besides ensuring operation of telecommu-
nication facilities.

The introduction of uninterrupted 4G mobile con-
nectivity at Machail proved to be a game-changer for
Yatries. It enabled them to stay connected with their
families and stay informed about their well-being during
the pilgrimage, adding an extra layer of security and
comfort.

Adding to the facilities for pilgrims, the Micro ATM
facilities strategically placed en route facilitated easy
cash transactions for Yatries, ensuring they had access
to financial services as needed during their sacred jour-
ne

y.
Significantly, the easy and accessible chopper facili-
ties from Gulabgarh to Machail and back added a new
dimension of comfort and accessibility for specific
Yatries with incompatibility in travelling and trekking
by foot. The facility reduced travel time and fatigue,
making the pilgrimage more accessible to a wider range
of devotees who otherwise were not able to visit and
have blessings of Maa Chandi.

The administration’s commitment extended beyond
mere convenience. Pilgrims enjoyed uninterrupted
power and water supply, access to medical facilities at
halt points of Yatra besides a well-executed traffic man-
agement plan was also executed for avoiding inconve-
nience to Yatries. Security arrangements were ensured
on priority for the safety and peace of mind of all devo-
tees by the administration during the pilgrimage.

The Langar facilities set up by local devotees at vari-
ous spots along the Yatra route were efficiently facili-
tated by the administration, ensuring uninterrupted
water & electricity supply and other logistics, mean-
while also maintaining proper sanitation through thor-
ough checks.

As the Yatra approaches its conclusion on September
5th, it stands as a testament to the unwavering faith of
devotees and the dedication of the administration to
make the Yatra a grand success. The record-breaking
turnout showcases the profound spiritual significance
of Machail Mata Yatra and its position as a pinnacle of
pilgrimage management turning it into one of the major
pilgrimages in the Jammu Division.

In every aspect, from infrastructure to digital con-
nectivity and comfort, the Machail Mata Yatra of 2023
has exemplified what can be achieved when devotion
and administration come together in perfect harmony,
providing pilgrims with an unforgettable and spiritually
enriching experience.

Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar, Dr. Devansh Yadav,
oversaw efforts, ensuring seamless coordination with
local, civil and police administrations besides other
departments, army personnel, and BROs. The com-
prehensive approach catered to Yatries’ needs while
unlocking the region’s tourism potential also.

In conclusion, the Machail Yatra of 2023 is poised
to become the second-largest pilgrimage in the Jammu
Division. It stands as a testament to unwavering devo-
tion and meticulous planning, creating a safe, com-
fortable, and spiritually enriching environment for all
devotees.

528 dengue cases...

advisory mentions, adding that the mosquito remains
active mostly at dusk and dawn and people must wear
clothes that minimise skin exposure to these mosqui-
toes.

Meanwhile, the officials said that 8,269 dengue cases
(the highest number) and 18 deaths were reported in
J&K last year.

They said two cases were in 2009, none in 2010,
three in 2011, and 16 in 2012. However, 1,837 cases were
reported in 2013.

In 2014, four cases were reported, 153 in 2015, 79 in
2016, 488 in 2017, 214 in 2018, 439 in 2019, 53 in 2020,
and 1,709 in 2021, the officials said. KNO
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Inter College Seminar as part of Digital Week  'Bhrastachar Mukt Week' commences at Kulgam

o
JINEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, , SEPT 04: A
student seminar was today
held by the Department of
Computer Applications in
collaboration ~ with  the
Debates and ~ Seminars
Committee, Amar Singh
College Srinagar in the
Bukhari Hall of the college.
The seminar was held as
part of the week-long
Digital India Week
Celebrations being held in
the college from 01
September to 06 September,
2023.

Around 15 students from
eight colleges of Srinagar
including GDC Hyderpora,
S. P. College, COE Srinagar,
GDC Bemina, VB College,
Women's College M.A.
Road, Islamia College and
A.S. College participated in
the seminar. They included
Farman Nisar and Soban
Rashid Bhat (S.P. College
Srinagar), Nadeem Ayoub
and Agsa Shafi (IASE

Celebration h
bl L

IN TECHNOLOGY

Srinagar), Atoofa Zahoor
and Burhan Ahmad (GDC
Bemina), Shahid Manzoor
and Ikhlas Manzoor (V.B.
College Srinagar), Tabish
Dar and Hadiya Sultan
(AS. College Srinagar),

Sadiya Talat (Women'’s
College M.A. Road), Saqib
Mushtaq (Islamia College of
Science and Commerce,
Srinagar) and Agsa (GDC
Hyderpora).

Dr. Basharat Saleem,
Assistant Professor, English
conducted the proceedings.
Prof. Jehan Ara, Assistant

Professor, Functional
English, Prof. Arshad
Hussain Bhat, Assistant
Professor, Computer
Applications ~ and Prof.
Pervaiz ~Ahmad  Dar,
Assistant Professor,

Zoology were the jury
members. Dr. Gurdip Singh
Sodi, Head, Department of
Computer  Applications
coordinated the event with
support from Prof. Arshad
Yatoo, Prof. Ovais Shafi

Zargar, and Faisal Magbool,
Assistant Professors,
Department of Computer
Applications, A. S. College
Srinagar. The event started
with a Welcome Address by
Dr. Gurdip Singh Sodi,
Head Department  of
Computer Applications. He
welcomed the participants
and explained the theme of
the seminar. He stressed
upon the importance of the
latest developments in tech-
nology and urged students
to exchange ideas, chal-
lenges, assumptions and
help spark innovation that
can shape our future.
Afterwards, the students
spoke about various aspects
of trends in technology
including the impact of
Artificial Intelligence (Al),
Cryptocurrency, ~ Virtual
Reality, Web 3.0, Internet of
Things, 5G etc. The students
emphasized the need to
adopt new technologies

eld at Amarsingh College

Students also spoke about
the role of India as a global
superpower in  Digital
Technologies.

The presentations of the
students were judged on
the basis of Content,
Presentation and  Body
Language. The presentation
of Sadiya Talat of Women’s
College M.A. Road was
judged as the best presenta-
tion about the need to
embrace the wonders of
technology. Saqib Mushtaq
of Islamia College of
Science and Commerce won
the 2nd prize for his speech
about the impact of
Generative Al in various
fields. Tabish Dar of A. S.
College Srinagar came 3rd
with his presentation about
different developments in
technology.

The winners were award-
ed with merit certificates
and mementos. Other par-
ticipants were awarded par-
ticipation certificates.

Dr. Sheikh Ajaz Bashir,
Principal, AS. College
Srinagar congratulated the
students on their presenta-
tions. He spoke at length
about the benefits of tech-
nology in our lives and
stressed that technologies
like Al can be a good tool in
the right hands and that it
has been seen that technolo-
gy recalibrates jobs rather
than replace them. He
urged students to learn the
use of Al tools to enhance
their skill set to become
more productive and ready
for the Al-disrupted job
market. The vote of thanks
was given by Prof. Arshad
Ahmad Yattoo, Assistant

P an
their capabilities and risks.

Professor, Department of
Computer Applications.

Corruption erodes citizens' faith

in democracy:

JINEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, SEPT 04: A significant
event took place as part of the
Digital J&K Week and Anti-
Corruption week, organized by the
Sub-District Administration of
Basohli. This event was held in the
complex of GDC Basohli, with par-
ticipation from 29 government
departments. Stalls showcasing
online services provided by respec-
tive departments were set up to
raise awareness among partici-
pants, with expert teams on hand to
provide information.

A two-hour presentation featured
each department head highlighting
the features of the digitalized servic-
es currently available.

Col

The event was inaugurated by
Col. Mahan Singh (Retd.), DDC
Chairman Kathua, and saw the par-
ticipation of over 600 attendees.
Distinguished guests included Ajeet
Singh, ADC Basohli; Sushma
Jamwal, BDC Chairperson Basohli;
Sumesh Spolia, MC President

Basohli; and numerous
Sarpanches, ~ Panches,  and
Corporators. Prominent citizens

such as Jagdev Singh and Kuldeep
Singh Jamwal, as well as media per-
sonnel, were also present. Officials
like CEO BBDA DesvRaj Bhagat,
District Sheep Reading Officer,
Executive Engineer PWD Basohli
Bharat Gupta, Principal GDC
Basohli Dr. Nidhi Kotwal, AEE PDD
Vikas Gupta, AEE PHE Arun

Mahan

Kumar, BMO Basohli, and others
attended the event.

During his address, Col. Mahan
commended the initiative of the
Jammu and Kashmir uT
Administration for providing time-
bound online services that save res-
idents' precious time and reduce
hassles in government offices. He
emphasized the need for effective
implementation of schemes like
JJM, PMAY, and MGNREGA to
ensure sustainable development in
Kathua District, focusing on project
quality. The DDC Chairman also
praised the practice of good gover-
nance through outreach programs
like Block Diwas, Back to Village,
and regular monthly Gram Sabhas
at the Panchayat level.

Col. Mahan expressed his grati-
tude to PM Narendra Modi and LG
Manoj Sinha for their continuous
efforts to make J&K UT a corrup-
tion-free and developed state. He
reiterated that corruption is a can-
cer that erodes faith in democracy
and called upon the youth to chal-
lenge it. He urged everyone present
to follow the PM's five principles to
make India self-reliant and aspire to
see India as a "Vishav Guru" by
2047, when the country completes
100 years of independence.

Ajeet Singh, ADC Basohli, and
Sumesh Spolia, President MC
Basohli, also addressed the gather-
ing.

Admissions are under process at SP College Srinagar

Eligible candidates asked to get themselves admitted in

various UG/PG courses against available seats

JINEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 4: Sri
Pratap College Srinagar has the dis-
tinction of being one of the oldest
institutions of the UT of Jammu and
Kashmir. The college has recently
been accredited with grade A+ by the
NAAC.

The admission process for various
PG and UG (NEP-2020) programs
under CUET and NON-CUET quota
is under process at the Sri Pratap
College Sri Pratap College.

In this connection, the eligible can-
didates can get themselves admitted
in various UG/PG courses against
available seats. The left out students

have a unique opportunity through
spot admission to participate in the
admission process.

The desirous UG candidates can
participate in the spot round from
05th  September 2023  through
https://jkadmission.samarth.ac.in/
Furthermore eligible PG candidates
are  being admitted through
https:/ /www.cusrinagar.edu.in/NE
P/.
The candidates are advised to go
through the eligibility conditions of
the courses available on Cluster
University ~ Srinagar  website
https:/ /www.cusrinagar.edu.in/
and check admission notifications.

The admission to both the pro-

grams will be strictly as per Cluster
University Srinagar Guidelines. For
any query the candidates can contact
the Advisor Admission Committee
Dr Shazia Mushtaq
(9596400344)/ Convener admissions
Dr. Gowhar Hamid Dar
(Mobile:7006082223); Email:dar-
gowharhamid@gmail.com).The col-
lege has also opened a
facilitation/ registration centre head-
ed by Prof. Magray Ajaz Ahmad
(9596441959) for the benefit of the
candidates who are desirous to seek
admission in UG/PG programs. The
Students can visit the college on all
working days during office hours for
any help.

JINEWS SERVICE

KULGAM, , SEPT 04: To promote
transparent governance, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr
.Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat today kick-
started week-long Bhrastachar Mukt
J&K campaign in the district by inau-
gurating Special camp organized by
Revenue department Kulgam at new
conference hall of mini-secretariat,
here.

During the programme, through a
powerpoint presentation participants
were briefed about various online
services of the revenue department.

Addressing the gathering, DC said
that the aim to observe this week-
long programme is to eradicate cor-
ruption and promote transparent and
accountable governance. He said that
there are more than 1000 services
available online in UT and all servic-
es of the revenue department are also
available online.

This online shift of services has
paved the way for transparent,
accountable and accessible
Government to citizen transactions,
where people need not to visit offices
physically anymore, and has been
cost effective for the people, he
added. The online mode of services
has also ensured time-bound
issuance of certificates, documents,
and  other services to the

DC kick-starts week-long campaign by inaugurating

Special camp of Revenue department at Kulgam

applicants/people and has infused a
new vibrancy and accountability in
the system, stated Dr Bilal.

ADC, Vigar Ahmad Giri while
speaking on the occasion said that
corruption is multidimensional and
we need to eliminate all forms of cor-
ruption from the system. He said that
digitization of revenue records is a
revolutionary step.

ACR Kulgam during the pro-
gramme briefed the participants
about the online services of the rev-
enue department. He said that all 23
services of the department are avail-
able online. Giving a brief ACR
added that the revenue department
has issued more than 1.25 lac certifi-
cates through online mode and the
online services have made the system
prompt, accountable and transparent.

He also added that Tehsildars and
Naib Tehsildars in the district shall
conduct special camps (village wise)
in the district under Bhrashtachar
Mukt programme with the aim to
eradicate corruption, promote trans-
parent and accountable governance
and to provide hassle free service
delivery to the general public.

During these camps, awareness
about the online services offered by

the Revenue department will be
shared, complaints/ Grievances will
be considered and disposed-off on
land related matters, pending appli-
cations, particularly nearing PSGA
timeline and Focus on attestation of
all pending mutations, issuance of
certificates, revenue extracts and
demarcations etc will be priority dur-
ing these camps added ACR.

On the occasion ACD briefed that
the week-long campaign will witness
a series of awareness events across
the district with a focus on the pro-
motion of transparent and account-
able governance.

Special Gram Sabhas and meetings
with key stakeholders, including Self-
Help Groups (SHGs), MGNREGA
workers, farmers, students, and citi-
zens, have been devised to spread
mass awareness about the signifi-
cance of corruption free governance.
These meetings will also serve as
platforms to discuss and combat cor-
ruption at the grassroots level.

Under the Bhrashtachar Mukt
Week, camps were also held at Sub
Division D.H.Pora, Tehsils and
Nayabats and other departments also
organised programmes to observe
Bhrashtachar Mukt Week.

NC to observe Sheikh’s 42nd death anniversary as ‘Day

of Unity, Solidarity & Brotherhood’ on

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04: Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference will
observe 42nd death anniversary of
Sheikh Abdullah as ‘Day of Unity,
Solidarity and Brotherhood’. The
Party stands committed to fulfill the
vision of great NC leader Sher-i-
Kashmir Sheikh Mohd Abdullah by
defeating the divisive forces who are
hell bent to create communal
disharmony in Jammu and
Kashmir for their petty vested inter-
ests.

This was stated by Rattan Lal
Gupta, Provincial President Jammu
and Kashmir National Conference
(JKNC), Jammu while addressing a
meeting of party functionaries of
Jammu and Samba districts at
Sher-e-Kashmir ~ Bhawan  here
today. The meeting chaired by
Rattan Lal Gupta was organized to
finalize the arrangements for
observing death anniversary of
Sheikh  Mohd ~ Abdullah  on
September 8, 2023.

The senior National Conference
leader in his address reminded
those present in the meeting about
the slogan ‘Hindu Muslim Sikh
Ittihad’ coined by the NC's top
stature leader Sheikh Mohd
Abdullah and said that this slogan
is the basic tenet of the party’s phi-
losophy that makes it the only sec-
ular party in this region. He said
that in the existing scenario across
the nation especially in J&K, there

iy

is a dire need to implement Sheikh
Abdullah’s slogan of communal har-
mony in letter and spirit to do away
with the communal division and
hatred being created by the
Bharatiya Janata Party for its petty
vote bank interests.

Rattan Lal Gupta asked the party
workers and activists to conduct
grand programmes on the day of
Sheikh Abdullah’s death anniver-
sary in order to pay rich tributes to
the great leader.

He also asked them to take a
pledge on this day being observed
as Day of Unity, Solidarity and
Brotherhood’ to intensify its fight
against the forces dividing the peo-
ple and promoting hatred.

Among those who were present
include Sheikh Bashir Ahmed
Provincial Secretary Jammu, Bimla
Luthra Ex-MLA, Bushan Lal Bhat
Ex-MLC, Pardeep Bali Provincial
Secretary, Abdul Gani  Teli
Chairman OBC Cell, Vijay Lochan
Chairman SC Cell, Vijay Lakhshmi
Datta, Shamim Begum DDC

Sept 8: Rattan

LRSS
Dansal, Suriya Begum DDC Bari
Brahmana, Raghbir Singh Manhas
District President Jammu Rural A,
Naresh Bittu District President
Jammu Rural B, Ch. Rehmat Ali
BDC Chairman, Ashok Kumar Attri,
Dilshad Malik, Rakesh Singh Raka,
Harshvardhan Singh President
NCSU Sardar Gurnam Singh, S.
Balvinder Singh, Sat Paul, Joginder
Kumar, Pinky Khalsa, Charanjeet
Singh, Madan Lal, Devi Dayal Jogi,
Dev Raj, S. Aya Singh, Swaran
Singh, Suriya Begum Sarpanch,
Mohan Lal, Ch. Shabir
Sambyal,Sandeep Singh Wazir,

Nitish ~ Gowsami, Raj Kour,
Paramjeet Kour, Mohd Farooq
Mughal, Sewak Singh, Jaseem

Malik, Gurdeep Singh, Mangat
Ram, Kuldeep Verma, S. Prithpal
Singh, Darshan Singh, Som Raj
Taroch,Dr Amina, Ashok Koul, Ayaz
Malik, Ch. Madan Lal, Massrat
Ahmed Malik, S. Nirmal Singh,
Jaga Ram, Dr. Varinder Kumar
Lakhotra, Hai Amir Ud Din Kasana,
Kamal and others.

Hindustan Shiv Sena takes on Govt

over hi

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, SEPT 04: On the instruc-
tions of Hindustan Shiv Sena State
President Vikrant Kapoor, Shiv
Sena workers have opened a front
against the government for huge
electricity bills after installation of
smart meters. In this series, on
behalf of the Jammu city unit of
Hindustan Shiv Sena, a vigorous
demonstration was held against
Smart Meter , Property tax, Saror
Toll plaza in Bhagwati nagar
Jammu today. The protest was led
by City President Appurav Gupta
and Vice President Rohan Malwal,
while Women's Wing President
Diksha Malwal and Vice President
Vishali Gupta also participated in
the protest along with their support-
ers in large numbers.

During this, while addressing the
protesters, these leaders said that
the people were assured by the
Electricity Department that there
would be no difference in the elec-
tricity bills after the installation of
smart meters. But the way huge
electricity bills are being handed
over to the people, there is a lot of
resentment among the people. They
said that on the instructions of its
State President Vikrant Kapoor,
Hindustan Shiv Sena has decided to
open a front against the government
by coming on the streets to solve

this problem of the people. That's
why protests are being held today so
that the eyes of the government can
be op