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Government call
special session of
parliament between
September 18 & 22
AGENCIES

NEW DELHI, AUG 31

The Government has con-
vened a special session of
Parliament for five days
between September 18
and 22, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi said on Thursday.
There was no official
word on the agenda of
the session which will be
held days after the
CONTINUED ON » PAGE4

World Sanskrit Day |
PM Modi asks people
to share one sanskrit
sentence on X

IES

NEW DELHI, AUG 31

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greeted people on
the occasion of World
Sanskrit Day on Thursday
and urged them to share
a sentence in the ancient
language to celebrate its
greatness.

“Greetings on World
Sanskrit Day. I laud

CONTINUED ON » PAGE4

Polls in J&K can be held at any
time, restoration of statehood
will take some time: Centre to SC

AGENCIES
NEW DI

L AUG 31

The Centre on Thursday
told the Supreme Court
that elections can be held
in Jammu and Kashmir
“anytime from now” with
most of the work on the
voters’ list over, and the
decision on specific dates
depends on the Election
Commission.

Addressing a five-judge
bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta also said Jammu
and Kashmir’s union terri-
tory status is “a temporary
thing” and restoration of
complete statehood will
“take some time”.

Mehta told the bench,
also comprising Justices
Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Sanjiv
Khanna, BR Gavai and
Surya Kant, that elections
in Jammu and Kashmir
will be held in three stages

— first panchayat, second
municipal polls and third
legislative assembly polls.

“The Central govern-
ment is ready to hold elec-
tions anytime from now...
It is for the Election Com-
mission of India and Elec-
tion Commission of State
to take the call on which
election will take place
first and how. The updat-
ing process of the voters’
list is almost complete
and will be completely
over in a month,” he said.

Discussing the issue of

N
JAMMU
&
KASHMIR

statehood, Mehta said he
had already made a state-
ment and that apart was
the statement of Home
Minister Amit Shah on
the floor of Parliament
that “UT is a temporary
thing in J-K”.

“We are dealing with an
extremely extraordinary
situation,” Mehta said.

“The exact time frame
for restoration of com-
plete statehood in J-K
cannot be given at the
moment. It might take
some time. Various steps

are being taken to restore
the status of the state in
Jammu and Kashmir.”

Terror-related inci-
dents, he said, had gone
down by 45.2 per cent
when compared to 2018.
Infiltration, which was
one of the biggest con-
cerns in the erstwhile
state, is down by 90.2 per
cent, Mehta added.

Citing more data, he
said, “Incidents of stone
pelting and hartals which
were 1,767 in 2018 are now
nil. Casualty of security
personnel has gone down
by 60.9 per cent, organ-
ised bandhs, which were
coordinated by seces-
sionist groups, have gone
down from 52 in 2018 to
nil in 2023.”

For restoration of state-
hood, he said several
steps are being taken and
investments of around Rs
7,000 crore have

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

J&K Digital Week: All individuals
above 5 yrs of age to be made aware
about digital initiatives in J&K, says

AGEN
NEW DELHI, AUG 31

Chief Secretary, Dr Arun
Kumar Mehta Thursday
directed all the Deputy
Commissioners to raise
awareness amongst all
the people above 5 years
of age about the digital ini-
tiatives in J&K.

Dr Mehta was speak-
ing in a function held to
declare open the ‘Digital
Week' being organized by
the IT Department and
attended by thousands
of individuals and school
children throughout the
length and breadth of the
UT.

During his address, the
Chief Secretary observed
that the malaise of ‘Cor-
ruption’ can be largely
addressed through ‘Online
Services’ and digital ser-
vices are best antidote
to evil of corruption. He
maintained that the digi-
tal services are not only
accessible and transpar-
ent but also non-discrimi-

natory and more efficient,
besides being less costly
and cumbersome.

The Chief Secretary
stated that the celebra-
tion of this week is only
aimed at making people
aware about their rights.
He noted that only those
favoring corruption are
against such transforma-
tions. He advised people to
seek their rights and avoid
visiting offices physically
by applying for services
from the comforts of their
homes. He also impressed
upon the IT Department
to devise the ways like that
of establishing call center

or sending messag
applicants about the
of their applications

Dr Mehta reiterate
today J&K is at the
adoption of IT-en
solutions in goverr
He called it a sheer
mitment on part of {
administration anc
credit to ‘“Team J&K
prising of all the D
Commissioners, Ho
Administrative Secr¢
and Secretary IT D
ment.

Dr Mehta notec
J&K has come a lon
in transforming itse
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Khalistan Liberation Force
Narco-Terror Case | NIA court orders

property attachment of key accused

AGENCIES
CHANDIGARH, AUG 31

An another success of
its investigation into the
Khalistan Liberation Force
(KLF) narco-terror case,
the National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) has got
the property attachment
order of a key accused in
a 2019 case of seizure of
heroin and drug money
from a special court in
Punjab’s Mohali. The order
was issued on Wednesday
with the Special Court at
SAS Nagar in Mohali order-
ing the attachment of the
property of chargesheeted
accused Varinder Singh
Chahal.

The immovable prop-
erty, measuring 24 kanals,
14 marlas and 04 sarsai, is
located in village Devidas-
pura of district Amritsar
Rural (Punjab). The court
has ordered to attach the
property under section 33

(1) of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act 1967.
The case was registered
by the NIA on January
22, 2020, based on the
original First Information
Report (FIR) dated May
31, 2019, when 500 grams
of heroin and Rs 1,20,000
as drug money was seized
from an accused identi-
fied as Jagbir Singh Samra,
along with two others,
namely Varinder Chahal
and Harpreet Singh
alias Happy. Subsequent
investigations in the case

N\

revealed that Varinder
Chahal was a close asso-
ciate of an international
Dubai-based drug smug-
gler and money launderer,
Jasmeet Singh Hakimzada,
and also of Pakistan-based
self-styled Chief of KLF,
Harmeet Singh alias Ph.D.
“Varinder Singh Chahal
was engaged in the col-
lection of heroin consign-
ments from Kashmiri drug
dealers on the directions
of Hakimzada and Ph.D,
as part ofa
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

SIA arrests 8 absconding
terrorists involved in terror
crimes 3 decades ago in Doda

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, AUG 31

State Investigation Agency
on Thursday said that it
arrested 8 absconding ter-
rorists and their associates
involved in serious crimes
of terrorism and disrup-
tive activities involved in
TADA cases registered
around three decades ago
in district Doda.

According to a state-
ment issued to the news
agency—Kashmir News
Observer (KNO) a spokes-
person said that all the
arrested persons have
been chargesheeted in the
TADA Court Jammu.

The statement reads
that these absconding
terrorists had managed to
escape from the clutches
of law for decades by
going underground and
remaining untraced for
sometime and then resur-
faced to enjoy normal

family life at their native
or some distant places.
“Some of these
absconders have man-
aged to get government
services and contracts,
others found engaged in
private businesses and
even working in the Court.
These apprehended
eight absconders include
Adil Farooq faridi son of
Abdul Ghani Faridi (Gov-
ernment employee pres-
ently posted in JK BOSE,
Jammu), Mohd. Igbal @
Javed son of Sikander
Khan, Mujahid Hussain @
Nisar Ahmed son of Abdul
Rasheed Gathwan, Tariq
Hussain son of Ghulam
Ali Misger, Ishtiaq Ahmed
Dev @ Ajaz son of Mohd.
Ayoub Dev, Ajaz Ahmed @
Mohd. Igbal son of Abdul
Rehman, Jameel Ahmed
@ jugnu @ Chika Khan
son of Faiz Ahmed and
Ishfaq Ahmed son
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Amarnath Yatra concludes, over 4
pilgrims offer prayers at Cave shrii

JINEWS SERVICE
SRINAGAR, AUG 31

The 62-day annual Amar-
nath Yatra concluded on
Thursday with more than
4.4 lakh pilgrims offering
prayers at the cave shrine
in the south Kashmir
Himalayas this year.
Officials said a total of
4,45,338 devotees paid
CONTINUED ON » PAGE4

Indian Air Force to carry out Ex Trishul
along China, Pak borders from next we

NEW [

LHI, AUG 31

The Indian Air Force is
going to carry out a major
training exercise code-
named Trishul in the
northern sector along the
borders with both China
and Pakistan, IAF officials
said here.

“All major fleets of

fighter aircraft including
the Rafale, Mirage 2000
and the Su-30MKIs will be
participating in the drills
along with heavy-lift trans-
port aircraft and choppers
including the Chinooks
and Apache,” they said.
The Garud Special
Forces are also part of the
drills where all elements of
air power are likely to be

exercised in the ex
to be held from Se
ber 4 to 14 in the nor
sector including La
Himachal Pradesh, Ji
and Kashmir and P
The Indian Air Fc
also putting all its
on high alert for the
summit to be held o
tember 9 and 10 wh
CONTINUED ON » PA

Kargil-Zanskar intermediate
lane on National Highway 301
being upgraded: Nitin Gadkari

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, AUG 31

Nitin Gadkari, Union Min-
ister for Road Transport
and Highways, has said
that the Kargil-Zanskar
Intermediate Lane on
National Highway 301 is
being upgraded.

Ina tweet on X (former-
ly Twitter), Gadkari said
that the total length of the
project is 31.14 kilometers
and falls under Package-6.

He said the main aim of

this effort is to boost eco-
nomic growth in the area
by providing a reliable
and accessible link for
both commuters and the
movement of goods in the
interior zones.

The Union Minister said
the upgraded highway will
ensure year-round acces-
sibility, which will greatly
benefit the local economy
and the inhabitants of

CCONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

E-Commerce platforms important enablers
for StartUps, MSMESs: Dr Jitendra Singh

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, AU

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Sci-
ence & Technology; MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances, Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh today
said that e-Commerce
platforms can be impor-
tant enablers for StartUps
and MSMEs.
Delivering key-
note address at the
4th “Amazon SMBhav
Summit” on the theme
‘Nurturing Innovation and
Entrepreneurship: Paving
the Path for Small Busi-
ness Success’ here today,
Dr Jitendra Singh said, the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) are
crucial to India’s economy
as this sector comprises
ancillary units, thereby
contributing enormously
to the overall industrial
development of the coun-

try. These enterprises are
engaged in the produc-
tion, manufacturing and
processing of goods and
commodities.

The Minister said, “All
this is eventually going to
take us step forward in the
direction of Ease of Doing
Business, particularly for
the MSMEs, which are the
greatest stakeholders and
the potential beneficia-
ries”.

The MSMEs constitute
the backbone of India’s
economy, contributing

India ka

around 30% of India’s
GDP, and creating employ-
ment opportunities for 11
crore Indians.

Dr Jitendra Singh said,
as India emerges as one
of the fastest growing
innovation-led econo-
mies under the leader-
ship of the Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, the
collaboration with the
e-Commerce platforms
has an important role to
play as a bridge between
the private and the public

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Jaya Verma Sinha becomes first Fema
Chairman, CEO of Indian Railways

AGENCI
NEW DELH

In a historic move, the
Appointments Commit-
tee of the Cabinet (ACC)
has granted approval for
the appointment of Jaya
Verma Sinha, a seasoned
member of the Indian Rail-
‘way Management Services
(IRMS), as the new Chair-
man and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the Rail-
way Board.

This appointment signi-
fies a pivotal juncture in
the 166-year history of the
Indian Railways, as Jaya
Verma Sinha takes on the
mantle of CEO, becoming
the first woman to hold
this esteemed position.

Sinha joined the Indian
Railway Traffic Service
(IRTS) in 1988. She is
currently serving as a
Member, of Operations
and Business Develop-
ment, Railway Board, Min-
istry of Railways. Sinha is

responsible for the overall
transportation of freight
and passenger services on
Indian Railways.

Prior to the current
assignment, she was an
Additional Member, of
the Traffic Transportation,
Railway Board. In the last
2 years, Indian Railways
has registered an all-time
high growth of over 20 per
cent in the freight segment
and has broken the mark
of 1.5 billion tonnes annu-
ally in freight.

In her career of over
35 years in Indian Rail-

N— e

ways, she has work
diverse verticals spa
operations, comm¢
IT and vigilance. Sh
also the first womar
appointed as the Pri
Chief Operations M
of South Eastern Ra
She has also been
cipal Chief Comm
Manager of Norther
way and Divisiona
way Manager of Se
Division. She had w
as the Railway Advi
the High Commiss:
India in Dhaka, B:
desh during whic
famous Maitri Ex
from Kolkata to Dhal
inaugurated.

With a distingu
career within the 1
Railways, Sinha has
onstrated exemplar!
ership and expertise
realm of Operation
Business Develop:
Her elevation to th
eted position of
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BJP government is dedicated to the welfare of every
section: Sham Sharma

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUG 31: Sham Lal
Sharma, former Minister & J&K
BJP Vice-President and Chander
Mohan Gupta, former Mayor &
Vice President accompanied by
party Secretary Vikas Choudhary
and Department Incharge Dil
Bahadur Jamwal, listened to the
grievances of the public in a camp
organized at Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) Headquarters, Trikuta
Nagar, Jammu.

Sham Lal Sharma, while listen-
ing to the grievances said that
every BJP activist works with a

commitment to end the woes
faced by the public. For this, BJP
remains in constant touch with
the common masses through var-
ious activities, and through the
medium of these grievance
camps, BJP leaders are able to lis-
ten to the issues of the public.

“BJP government is dedicated to
the welfare of every section. Modi
government has  continuously
addressed the issues of Refugees,
border people, and every other
community, which were still unat-
tended.

The party has furthered its mis-
sion through these camps.”,

hers listen to the grievances

Sharma said.

Chander Mohan Gupta said
that the BJP leaders try to give
solutions to the maximum issues
presented on the spot. For the
remaining issues, necessary let-
ters to the appropriate depart-
ments are issued with the tele-
phonic conversation with the
department officials.

Vikas Choudhary said that peo-
ple reach the party office with a
very positive mindset that their
issues would be resolved soon.

Dil Bahadur Jamwal stressed
they have tried sincerely to pro-
vide the best possible solutions
presented by the masses.

During the camp, individuals
and deputations of people from
various areas of Jammu &
Kashmir reached the Trikuta
Nagar office to meet senior BJP
leaders with their grievances.
They narrated their woes and
sought kind intervention from the
party leader to get their problems
solved.

Various deputations and indi-
viduals presented their woes
before the BJP leaders and sought
their intervention in the matters
concerned. Main issues were
linked to the departments like
PHE, PDD, PWD, revenue, etc.

Empowering Safety: SSP Inaugurates Special Cell for Women
Affected by Violence in Collaboration with NCW

JI NEWS SERVICE

KISHTWAR, AUG 31: In a remark-
able stride towards women's secu-
rity and well-being, Sh. Khalil
Poswal-JKPS, the Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP) in
Kishtwar, inaugurated a Special
Cell dedicated to women affected
by violence. This significant initia-
tive comes as a collaborative effort
between the Kishtwar Police and
the National Commission for
Women (NCW), with support from

the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS) Mumbai. The
inauguration, held at the

Kishtwar Police Station, high-
lights the commitment to ensur-
ing women's safety and address-
ing their unique concerns.

The newly established Women
Cell serves as a haven where
women can freely express their
grievances and seek assistance.
By fostering a gender-sensitive
approach to law enforcement, this
initiative reiterates the police
department's dedication to culti-
vating a secure environment for
women within the community.

Speaking about the Cell's pur-
pose, SSP Kishtwar, Mr. Poswal-

JKPS, emphasized its role in pro-
viding women with a confidential
platform to report incidents and
access support. This specialized
Cell aims to offer tailored assis-
tance, ensuring that women's
concerns are met with compas-
sion and understanding.

For those seeking help or infor-
mation related to the Special Cell
for violence-affected women, a
dedicated helpline is accessible at
8899258737. The Cell is opera-

MLUIAL VL

ESTWAR

’ |

tional from Monday to Saturday,
between 10 am and 5 pm.

A team of dedicated profession-
als is poised to offer guidance,
address queries, and extend the
necessary support to women in
need. This initiative marks a piv-
otal step forward in creating a
safer and more inclusive society
for women in the Kishtwar region,
underscoring the shared commit-
ment towards their protection and
empowerment.

DIG Shakti Pathak Honored on World Sanskrit Day by
Kailakh Trust for Promotion of Sanskrit Language

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUG 31: DIG
Shakti Pathak (IPS), the
Chief Trustee of
Chudamani  Sanskrit
Sansthan Basholi, was
felicitated today on the
occasion  of  World
Sanskrit Day for his
remarkable efforts in

-
Y
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JU Department of Buddhist Studies Hosts Interaction
with Tibetan Parliamentary

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUG 31: The Director
General of Police J&K Shri Dilbag
Singh inaugurated Inventory
Management System (IMS) in a
function held at conference Hall
Police Headquarters here today.
The meeting was attended by
Spl DsG Shri R. R Swain, Shri A.K
Choudhary, ADGP
(Headquarters/Coordination) Shri
M.K Sinha, Director SKPA
Udhampur Shri Garib Dass,
ADGP Kashmir, Shri Vijay Kumar,
IGP CID J&K Shri Nitish Kumar,
IGP (Headquarters/CIV) PHQ Shri
Bhim Sen Tuti, DIsG Shri Sujit
Kumar, Shri Javid Ahmad Koul ,
Shri  Shahid Mehraj, Shri
Shridhar Patil, Shri Haseeb-Ur-
Rehman, Shri Abdul Qayoom ,
SSP Srinagar, SSP Budgam all

AlsG of PHQ, Srinagar based com-
mandants of IR/AP battalions
attended the function in person.
ADGP Jammu Shri Mukesh
Singh, All DIsG, District SSsP and
Commandants of Armed/IRP
Jammu/Kashmir Zone attended
the function online

The DGP Shri Dilbag Singh
while speaking on the occasion
appreciated ADGP

Delegation

digitized. He directed for following
the timelines and making the
inventory management system
live within a month. The DGP
impressed upon the officers to
make optimum use of the system.

ADGP headquarters while giving
details of the portal said that JK
Police have around 160 stores
functional at different levels and
to upkeep these stores, the IMS is
being implemented. He said that
the system is aimed at facilitating
all horizontal and vertical end-
users hooked to the system to
have updated and real-time infor-
mation pertaining to indents con-
taining stocks, requirements, pro-
curements, purchase, surveys of
received items with acceptance or
rejection user interface holdings
of stock items and subsequent
distribution and allotment. It is
aimed at giving real time informa-
tion on records pertaining to
items issued to employees and

uk formation units of

(Headquarters/coordination), Shri
MK Sinha, DIG Traffic Jammu
Shri Sridhar Patil and the team
for getting the task completed
within the stipulated time. He
said that it is a useful application
and would speed up the procure-
ment process in an efficient and
effective manner. He directed for
putting the available data on the
portal within a month and said
that the legacy data needs to be

Jammu and Kashmir Police. It
will ensure maintenance of elec-
tronic ledgers containing transac-
tions pertaining to inventory man-
agement and process paperwork
in a timely manner, he added.
DIG Traffic Jammu Shri Sridhar
Patil briefed the meeting regard-
ing the functioning and features
of the IMS application through
powerpoint presentation.

Raina Celebrates Rakshabandhan
Amidst Political Commitments

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUG 31:
Ravinder Raina, the
State President of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), celebrated the
heartwarming festival of
Rakshabandhan  with
his family members, pro-
viding a glimpse into the
harmonious blend of his
political commitments
and personal values.

Amidst the bustling
world of politics and his
demanding role, Raina
found time to connect
with his family on this
special occasion. He was
spotted engaging in the
age-old ritual of tying
Rakhis on his sisters’
wrists, sharing smiles,
laughter, and moments
of togetherness.

The scene depicted a
wholesome family cele-
bration, a stark contrast
to the political buzz and
military responsibilities
that occupy his sched-
ule.

Ravinder Raina's sig-
nificance in the political
arena cannot be over-
stated, considering his
role as the State
President of the BJP in
Jammu and Kashmir.
However, beyond his

Lo

political stature, he also
holds a military back-
ground, adding another
layer of duty and com-
mitment to his life.

Despite his demanding
schedule, Raina's com-
mitment to family tradi-
tions remained stead-
fast. He not only partici-

pated in the
Rakshabandhan  cele-
brations but also

extended warm wishes
to sisters and brothers
across the state, empha-
sizing the essence of this
festival that celebrates
the sibling bond.

The Rakshabandhan
festivities provided a
break from the relentless
whirlwind of political
engagements and mili-
tary responsibilities for
both Ravinder Raina and
his elder brother.

The siblings found sol-
ace in celebrating a tra-
dition that transcends
professional demands
and brings family mem-
bers closer.

A Message of Unity
and Dedication:

Reflecting on the occa-
sion, Ravinder Raina
shared, "As brothers,
both of us are committed
to serve the country—I
am in the political field,
working day and night
for the nation, while my
elder brother upholds
his duties too." His
words resonated with
the underlying message
of unity and dedication
to serving the nation,
even as familial bonds
are cherished.

Ravinder Raina's abili-
ty to juggle his political
leadership with his role

as a family member
exemplifies his balanced
approach to life. The
Rakshabandhan cele-
bration underscored the
significance of nurturing
relationships amidst
demanding responsibili-
ties, ultimately enriching
the tapestry of his life.

The celebration of
Rakshabandhan by
Ravinder Raina encap-
sulates the spirit of the
festival—honoring  the
bond between siblings
while upholding person-
al values.

Amidst the dynamic
world of politics and his
military  involvement,
Raina's gesture serves as
a heartening reminder
that amidst all commit-
ments, the foundation of
love and familial ties
remains unshaken.

Bugam Village: The Green Jewel of Budgam,
Nurturing Generations of Farming Excellence

promoting and propagat-
ing the Sanskrit lan-
guage and literature.
The accolade took place
during an event organ-
ized by Shri Kailakh
Jyotish  avim  Vedic
Sansthan Trust in Ban
Talab, Jammu. World
Sanskrit Day is celebrat-
ed annually on Shravan
Purnima.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Trustee Nigam
Gupta said that Shakti
Pathak ji, besides being
an efficient police officer
of high calibre, is also

the Chief Trustee of
Chudamani Sanskrit
Sansthan, Basholi,

which is providing free
education in Devvani
Sanskrit and other mod-
ern subjects to the stu-
dents of the far-flung
areas of Basohli.
Chudamani Sanskrit
Sansthan was founded

by his father late Pandit
Dr Uttam Chand Pathak
Shastri ji. His selfless
service in promoting
Sanskrit language, cul-
tural and heritage values
through this school has
been commendable.
Shakti Pathak is playing
a special role in the
upliftment of the society
by doing the important
work of making Devvani
Sanskrit language and
Indian culture accessible
to the masses. Shakti
Pathak and his family
have made invaluable
contribution in the pro-
motion and development
of Sanskrit language in
India.

The students taught
by his father are holding
high positions in the
state and central govern-

ments, today. The young
generation should also
follow the example of
Shri Shakti Pathak ji
and contribute to the
preservation of state and
national culture.

Sh. Nigam Gupta
pointed out that Shakti
Pathak ji had also been
awarded "Kailakh
Sanskrit Ratna Award -
2022" by Sh. Manoj
Sinha, Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir. Speaking on
the occasion, DIG Shakti
Pathak said that
Sanskrit is not just a
language, but a treasure
trough of knowledge,
culture and human val-
ues which has inspired
the intellectuals, the
saints and the masses
alike for thousands of

of
Sanskrit language and
literature is a service to

years. Promotion

the humanity as a
whole. He also appreci-
ated the role of Shri
Kailakh Jyotish evam
Vedic Sansthan Trust in
propagating  Devvani
Sanskrit under the
dynamic leadership of its
President, the Yuva
Sanskrit Sevi Mahant
Rohit Shastri, for which
he and all the members
of the Trust deserve to
be congratulated.

The function was also
attended by  Trust
General Secretary
Prabodh Sharma, Dr.
Sanjay Sharma, Ajay
Sharma, Uttam Chand
Sharma , Jagdev Singh
chib and other members
of the trust.

JINEWS SERVICE

BUDGAM, AUG 31: Nestled in the
heart of central Kashmir's
Budgam district, Bugam village
has garnered a reputation as the
"Green Jewel' and a symbol of
agricultural prowess, earning it
the moniker "Chhota Punjab.” The
village's agricultural heritage,
deeply intertwined with its identi-
ty, spans generations, and its fer-
tile soil has fostered a tradition of
cultivating a diverse array of veg-
etables, including potatoes, cab-
bage, cauliflower, radish, and car-

rots. This ideal environment
results in bountiful harvests year
after year.

With 407 active farming fami-
lies, Bugam boasts an irrigated
area of 202 hectares, primarily
dedicated to vegetable cultivation.
An impressive production rate of
840 quintals per hectare is
achieved over three crops each
year, with 174 hectares allocated
to vegetables and the remaining
area to potato farming.

Remarkably, Bugam's vegetable
production generated revenue
exceeding Rs 26 crore last year
and has already surpassed Rs 15
crore this year. The village has
dispatched  vegetables worth
around Rs 27 crore to various
markets, both local and beyond,
underscoring its pivotal role in the
regional economy.

Astonishingly, almost 40 per-
cent of the entire district's veg-
etable production originates from
Bugam village. This year alone,
over 900 trucks loaded with veg-
etables, including 250 trucks of
potatoes, have been dispatched to
markets across Kashmir, Jammu,
Rajouri, and Delhi.

Beyond its economic contribu-
tions, Bugam's vegetable surplus
enriches the lives of its residents
and reverberates throughout the
state. A hub of livelihoods for both
locals and non-locals, the village
welcomes men, women, and even
highly educated youths to actively
participate in vegetable farming.
The commitment to agriculture is

evident as every farming family
employs three to four laborers,
working tirelessly throughout the
year. The recent introduction of
advanced agricultural techniques
aims to further elevate produc-
tion.

Uzair Lone, a young farmer from
Bugam, acknowledges the vil-
lage's enduring legacy of agricul-
tural excellence, which has
earned it the title "Chhota
Punjab." This accolade is a testa-
ment to its remarkable contribu-
tions to the region's sustenance.

In Bugam, education level holds
no sway over one's willingness to
engage in agriculture. Regardless
of qualifications,
enthusiastically work the fields,
celebrating the consistent positive
outcomes of vegetable farming.
Bugam village stands as a testa-
ment to the harmonious coexis-
tence of tradition, innovation, and
agricultural prosperity.

individuals
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Woollen Industry aims to achieve target of US$ 2.5
Billion by 2029-30 Romesh Khajuria

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUG 31: Romesh
Khajuria, Chairman, Wool &
Woollens ~ Export  Promotion

Council(WWEPC), Ministry of
Textiles, Govt. of India has stated
that the Woollen Industry will be
able to achieve the target of 2.5
billion USD by the year 2029-30.

Khajuria was speaking on the
occasion of 184th meeting of the
Committee of Administration of
the Council held at New Delhi.

Romesh Khajuria informed that
various meetings/sessions have
been chaired by Honble Minister
of Commerce & Industry and
Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal,
Commerce Secretary, Textiles
Secretary, joint secretaries, Trade
Adviser and senior Officials of the
Government. These meetings were
held to review export performanc-
es, discuss issues faced by the
industry and to other export relat-
ed issues.

Khajuria informed the
Government of India under the
leadership of world popular leader
Sh. Narendra Bhai Modi hon-
ourable prime Minister of India
fixed the export target of one tril-
lion USD by 2029-30. export tar-
get of woollen sector 2.5 billion
USD is fixed which is practical
and can be achieved with contin-
uous annual export growth of
about 18.5 % . Shri Khajuria fur-
ther informed that WWEPC is in

process to prepare a detailed
roadmap to achieve it.

Further Khajuria said that As a
part of an initiative to promote the
export of Indian Woollen
Products, the Council organized
participation of member-exporters
in various international trade
fairs and exhibitions during 2022-
28 under Market Access Initiative
(MAI) Scheme in France, Dubai,
Sweden, USA, Italy, Morocco,
Japan, Spain & UK details are
mentioned in the agenda part. In
addition WWEPC organized a suc-
cessful organisation of RBSM in
New Delhi in March 2023 along
with an impressive fashion show.
WWEPC also organised/attended
the following Capacity Building
Programs to encourage new
Entrepreneurs to pursue for
exports as a business and issues
faced by the industry.

Export Awareness Workshop at

Kishatwar (J&K) on 29th
September, 2022 organized by
JKTPO in association with DGFT.

Export Awareness Workshop at
Kathua (J&K) on 11th November,
2022 organized by JKTPO in asso-
ciation with WWEPC.

Interactive  workshop  on
‘Marketing Linkage for Wool
Growers of Kashmir’, Srinagar on
20th November, 2022 organised
by Central Wool Development
Board in association with
Directorate of Sheep Husbandry
Dept. Kashmir and WWEPC

Export Awareness & Capacity
Building Workshop for Woollen
Manufacturers in Amritsar on
30th March, 2023

Export Awareness & Capacity
Building Workshop for Wool
Manufacturers in Jammu on 31st
March, 2023.

Sumir Dhir, vice chairman, pre-
sented vote of thanks

Green Rakhi Celebrated at Department of Botany, JU
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JAMMU, AUG 31: To

toplants. This symbolic
gesture extended to vari-
ous important medicinal

addressing

future.

climate
change for a healthier

that many societal festi-
vals inherently connect
humanity with nature.
The sustenance of life on
our planet is owed to
plants, which serve as
the fundamental well-
spring of
essentials,therefore,
their significance should
be acknowledged
throughout our journey
of life.

Further, Dr. Harish
Chander Dutt empha-
sized upon the tradition-
al activities of tribal peo-
ple in sustainable use of
forest resources. He also
stressed upon the recent
discovery of plant sen-
sors which help them in

express love, care, and plants such as the While tying the Rakhi sensing different positive
unity with the environ- sacred Tulsi, historic to a temperate plant- and negative energies
ment, Department of Magnolia, Chinar, Chinar tree presently from the surroundings
Botany, University of Sandalwood, growinginthe Botanical and their respective
Jammu organized a dis- Rudraaksh, Mahua, garden, Prof. responses. Among those
tinctive event on the Putranjiva, Peepal, VeenuKaul, Head of the in attendance were Dr.
occasion of Chandani, Sita-Ashok. Department of Botany, Geeta, Dr. Skarma, Dr.
'RakshaBandhan' during  As the participants tied expressed her enthusi- Romica, Dr. Sapna, Dr.

‘which students,
research scholars, and
faculty members came

together to tie traditional ~nature and its  growth of the species in
protective threads resources, acknowledg- the Botanical Garden.
known as 'Rakhis' ing the wurgency of She briefed the students

the Rakhis, they also
made a commitment to
safeguard and preserve

wished for

asm towards the safe-
guard of plants and
luxuriant

Sajan Thakur, Mr. Nitan
along with research
scholars, MSc students,
non-teaching staff, and
the gardening team of
the Department.

Mockery with religious beliefs of Hindu community,

replicas of Shivling installed on Delhi streets
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the citizens.

Sahni stated, "The act
of displaying Shivling
replicas in the form of
decorative fountains in
Dhola Kuan is not only
an insult to the symbol
of 'Shivling' but also a
disregard for the reli-
gious sentiments of the
nation's people. Such
actions are shameful
and need to be rectified
promptly."

In response to these
incidents, Sahni has
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JAMMU, AUG 31: The
recent incidents  of
insensitive  treatment
towards the religious
sentiments of Hindu
community have drawn
sharp criticism from the
Shiv Sena party. The
placing of Shivling repli-
cas on the streets of the
national capital, Delhi,
has been considered a
mockery of the Hindu
faith and has sparked
outrage among the
Hindu populace.

Manish
President

Sahni,
Shiv  Sena
(UBT), Jammu &
Kashmir, stated, "The
continuous disregard for
the religious sentiments
of the Hindu community
is alarming. Starting
from the mismanage-
ment during the annual
Shri Amarnath Yatra,
where devotees were left
disheartened due to the
premature ending of the
pilgrimage, to now disre-
spectfully  displaying
Shivling replicas on the
streets of Delhi, it is

BN

clear that there is a pat-
tern of undermining the
Hindu faith.” Addressing
a press conference held
at Party's state office in
Jammu, Manish Sahni
expressed his concerns
regarding the recent
incidents. He further
highlighted the place-
ment of replica Shivlings
in Dhola Kuan area of
Delhi, as part of the
ongoing beautification
drive prior to the G20
summit, as a deliberate
act of disrespect towards
the religious beliefs of

sent a memorandum to
the Union Home
Minister, Amit Shah,
urging him to intervene
and put a stop to the
actions that hurt the
religious sentiments of
Hindus.

The Shiv Sena party
has demanded an imme-
diate halt to any disre-
spectful acts that under-
mine the faith of the
Hindu community. The
party emphasized the
importance of respecting
religious sentiments and
calls for strict actions to
rectify the situation.
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SMVD Gurukul dedicates ‘Sanskrit
Play’ on World Sanskrlt Day
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KATRA, AUG 31: To mark the
occasion of World Sanskrit Day,
students of the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Gurukul presented an
impressive Sanskrit play at
Auditorium of Spiritual Growth
Centre, Katra for commemoration
and revival of the ancient Indian
language.

World Sanskrit Day, also known
as Vishva-samskrita-dinam, is an
annual event focused around the
Sanskrit language that aims to
promote its revival and mainte-
nance. Every year on Sawan
Poornima in the Hindu calendar,
World Sanskrit Day (also known
as Sanskrit Diwas) is observed.

While extending greetings on
the  World Sanskrit  Day,
Mahamandleshwar Shri Swami
Vishveshvaranand Giriji Maharaj,
Hon'ble Member, SMVDSB &
Chairman, SMVD Gurukul said
that "Bharatasya Pratishthe Dve
Sanskritam Sanskritistatha"
which signifies that India's pride
is from Indian culture and
Sanskrit. He added that the
efforts being made by the Shrine
Board for the preservation of
Devvani Sanskrit through
Gurukul are commendable and it
is a matter of great pleasure that
the students of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Gurukul are celebrating
World Sanskrit Day by dedicating
Sanskrit Play on the occasion. He
also congratulated the Chairman,
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board (Honble Lieutenant
Governor Sh. Manoj Sinha), Sh.
Anshul Garg, Chief Executive
Officer and management of SMVD
Gurukul for their sincere efforts
in preserving and promoting

Sanskrit language in the entire
region of Jammu and Kashmir.
Sh. Anshul Garg, Chief
Executive Officer also extended
his greetings on auspicious day
underscoring that from the last
13 years the Gurukul is paving
the way to develop the students
with high moral values well
accustomed with the Modern,
Traditional, and Spiritual
Education for the strong spiritual-
cultural foundation of J&K and
the affiliation of Gurukul with
Central Sanskrit University, New
Delhi are some of the important
step towards revival of Sanskrit in
J&K and connecting students
with science and spirituality.
Under the constant guidance and
directions of Chairman, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board (Lt.
Governor, JKUT Sh. Manoj Sinha)
and  close monitoring  of
Mahamandleshwar Shri Swami
Vishveshvaranand Giriji Maharaj,
Member, SMVDSB and Chairman
of the Governing Council, the
Gurukul has earned a name not
only at regional level but has
proved its metal at National level
as well by showing its excellence

in imparting quality education
and exuded confidence that very
soon it will emerge as a centre of
excellence for imparting educa-
tion in Sanskrit / Vedic studies.
He also said that we must not
only strive to nurture but also
seek to preserve the country’s rich
cultural heritage and legacy based
on Sanskrit and vedic education
in a well-coordinated manner in
tandem to become Vishwa Guru
once again in next 25 years which
is being recognised as Amrit Kaal.

Noteworthy, that Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Gurukul was con-
ceptualized as a project by Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
with the aim of promoting tradi-
tional Sanskrit / Vedic knowledge
in tandem with conventional edu-
cation. It is pertinent to mention
that the students studying from
class 6th to Shastri in this fully
residential institution established
by the Shrine Board in 2010 are
being provided education, board-
ing, lodging, books, uniforms etc.
totally free of cost by the Shrine
Board.

Indian army hold Chai Pe Charcha
Wlth Sarpanchs & Panchs
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RAJOURI, AUG 31: An opinion
maker meet to repose the bonding
with Indian Army and to discuss
the tribulations of the locals was
organised by Tain Rashtriya Rifles
on 31 August 2023 at Sial Sui
Kalakote wherein approximately
120 members of the surrounding
villages enthusiastically partici-
pated and contributed for the suc-

cess of the event DDCs BDCs
Sarpanches ~ Panches  Ex-
Servicemen & other opinion mak-
ers participated with passion and
contributed in sharing the actions
being initiated for development of
the villages and forthcoming
events to including elections The
event was attended by Thakur
Rameshwar Singh DDC Dhangri
Anita Thakur, DDC Kalakote
Social Activist Yashu Vardhan

Singh Ashok Sharma Mohd Sadiq
Rathan Lal Padha Mukdum Shah
Tilak Sharma Tufail Raza,
Makbool Waqar Mir Ashok Sethi
Asif Nishar Amhed Subhash
Saraf Ragunath Sharma Dheeraj
Sharma Mohd Abdul Raja Ram
Om Prakash Amar Singh Mohd
Khan Mohd Saq & Ranjit Singh
DDCs & other members also
enlightened the gathering about
benefits of District Development
Committee alongwith the working
mechanism for resolution of their
grievances.

The Army Officials elucidated
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