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JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Chief
Spokesperson BJP Mahila Morcha
J&KUT Ritika Trehan today claimed
that the policies and programmes of
PM Modi Govt are aimed to  end
woes faced by public.In a statement
issued here, she said that  every BJP
activist works with a commitment to
end the woes faced by the public.
“For this, BJP remains in constant
touch with the common masses
through various activities, and
through the medium of grievance
camps.

Ritika highlighted the commitment
and the priority of Modi government
to develop the Jammu and Kashmir
on most modern lines. She said that
while the Union Government has
taken effective steps to curb terrorism
in the border regions, it has equally
focused on to develop the region.BJP
leaders have taken this commitment
of Narendra Modi government to the
ground level and are continuously
dedicating them to remain in contact
with the masses for their contentment
and progress.

She said that the development of
J&K (UT) is the utmost priority of the
Modi Government and in future
every corner of UT will be fully devel-
oped. She said that the Modi
Government is committed to the

overall development of the rural
areas with special focus on infrastruc-
ture development and social welfare.
She highlighted various schemes of
the Modi Government for infrastruc-
ture development of rural areas
which will change the landscape in
the country and help make India a
developed nation.

Ritika said that Modi led
Government at the Centre has priori-
tized the overall development of all
the areas without any rural-urban or
other discrimination.She said that the
development, which took place in
Jammu and Kashmir under the BJP
government led by PM Modi, is
"matchless" and speaks itself about
the remarkable progress which this
region has made after the BJP took
over the rein.

Ritika  said that keeping in line
with Modi's mission of 'Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas', the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir has been witnessing
unprecedented development in every
sector since Prime Minister Modi took
over the reins of this nation."The erst-
while state of Jammu and Kashmir,
which was one of the best and most
developed at the time of
Independence, became most back-
ward state in the country. After the
Modi government came to power in
the Centre, we had been successful in
getting major projects for Jammu and
Kashmir from the Centre," she added.

Stressing upon the need for making
common masses aware of all achieve-
ments of the BJP governments, both
in the Centre and Jammu and
Kashmir, Ritika said that various
landmark initiatives have been taken
by them for the welfare of people in
general and downtrodden in particu-
lar."Numerous works for progress,
development, upliftment and for wel-
fare of the neglected sections, who
were made scapegoat for seven
decades, has been done by the BJP,"
she said, adding that people will not
be led away by the opposition narra-
tives as they have full confidence in
the Prime Minister who is leading 130
crore people of the world's largest
democracy.

Development of J&K under PM Modi Govt matchless,
speaks itself about remarkable progress: Ritika

JI NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, MAY 08:
Batting strictly for setting
the narrative right regard-
ing the Mughals, senior BJP
leader and former deputy
chief minister Kavinder
Gupta on Monday categor-
ically said that Mughals
were invaders and not the
ancestors of people of India
and whatever has been
taught in the past needs to
be rectified point by point.

Kavinder said this while
talking to media persons
after having a one to one
meeting with Dhirendra

Krishna Shastri for over
one hour in which thread-
bare discussion on the vast-
ness of Hindu culture and
its importance was held.
Kavinder said that
Hinduism is the earliest of
all religions and it could be
said that it is more than a
religion, a well designed
lifestyle.

He said that during the
discussion with Shastriji it
came to fore that exclusivi-
ty of Hinduism is scientific
and natural, and solution
to every problem is embed-
ded in its culture and tradi-
tions. 

The BJP stalwart leader
said in Hinduism, daily
practices are designed in a
way to lead a quality life. 

He said that Hinduism is
the greatest of all, not in
terms of religion but being
a perfect way of living in
alliance with nature. 

Kavinder Gupta also
requested Shastri ji to visit
Jammu and Kashmir and
have a spiritual discourse
there. He said Shastri has
assured him to hold Katha
in Holy Town Katra very
soon.

He said that the people
of J&K should not miss this

opportunity as Shastriji has
in possession spiritual and
divine powers, and his dis-
courses have the capability
of changing the lives of
people.

Replying to a question
on Karnataka elections,
Kavinder decried Congress
party for misleading the
electorate by concocting
stories and giving
unfounded statements on
nationalist parties like
Bajrang Dal. 

He said that such a
course adopted by the
Congress has taken the
party to a dead end and
this is the reason behind
this oldest party’s devasta-
tion. He said that the stand
of Congress on Bajrang Dal
has exposed its frustration
and desperation to get back
the power but the people
all over India know well
that it is the sinking ship
and no power on earth can
save it from capsizing. He
said no other party except
BJP can provide stability in
the states and at the centre
because all other political
entities work for satiating
their vested interests but
for the BJP nation is its first
and last priority and there
is nothing above the coun-
try.

Mughals were invaders, not ancestors;
need to set narrative right: Kavinder 
Meets Dhirendra Krishna Shastri, discusses enormity of Hindu traditions 

First batch of "Shiv Khori" yatra flagged-off
JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: The first batch of
Holy Yatra to Lord Shiva’s Holy
Cave- “Shiv Khori” was flagged-off
from Jammu East City, by S.Gurmeet
Singh Distt. General Secretary, a sen-
ior veteran leader  Congress &
President Beopar Mandal, Jammu
East Constituency, by the virtue of
bending towards religious activities
where many times awarded by differ-
ent Sangathans, Sansta’s,
Governements etc., many times
regarded & honored as “Chief Guest”
by different organizations, etc. and
now by seeing in highly involvement
in such religious works, previliged
for flagged-off for such a pious jour-
ney to Lord Shiva’s Holy Cave –
“Shiv Khori”. Briefing to the pious
journey to Lord Shiva’s Holy Care –
“Shiv Khori”as stated;

Khori means cave (Guffa) and Shiv
Khori thus denotes Shiva's cave. This
natural cave is about 200 metres long,
contains a self made lingam, which
according to the people is unending.
The first entrance of the cave is so
wide that 300 devotees can be accom-
modated at a time. Its cavern is spa-
cious to accommodate large number
of people. Lord Shiva stopped at a
place near Shiv khori for rest. But the

demon that was following closely
reached there as well; and started
fighting with Lord Shiva. Even after a
dreadful battle the Lord Shiva decid-
ed not to kill Bhashmasur so as to
keep dignity of his own blessings.

While leaving the battle Lord Shiva
threw his trident (Trishul) to create
the famous Cave of Shiv Khori. The
design of the entrance allowed only
Lord Shiva alongwith Mata Parwati
and Nandi cow to enter this cave
leaving the demon out-side. Realizing
this, Lord Vishnu in the guise of a
lady, came and lured the demon to
dance to her steps. Bhashmasur was
so intoxicated with the dance that the
demon started following each move
of the dance as dictated by Lord
Vishnu in the disguise of a lady. Lord
Vishnu then made an ultimate move
by keeping one hand on the head and
as the demon followed the step by
keeping his hand on his own head,
Bhashmasur was killed by his own
power. Lord Vishnu alongwith other
deities then entered the Holy cave.

In Reasi district, there are many
shrines such as Mata Vaishno Devi,
Merhada Mata, Baba Dhansar, Siad
Baba. Shiv Khori is one of them locat-
ed in Ransoo a village in the Pouni
block in Reasi district, which attracts
lakhs of devotees annually. Shiv

Khori is situated in between the
hillocks about 140 km north of
Jammu, 120 km from Udhampur and
80 km from Katra.and light vehicles
go up to Ransoo, the base camp of pil-
grimage. People have to traverse
about 3 km on foot on a track recent-
ly constructed by the Shiv Khori
Shrine Board

As per the legend 33 crores deities
have manifested in this Holy cave in
shape of pindies. The views of natural
impression & images of Hindu
Deities is a fascinating sight inside the
cave. One of these is believed to have
led to Kashmir where Swami
Amarnath cave is located. It is now
closed as some sadhus who dared to
go ahead never returned. To reach the
sanctum sanctorum, one has to stoop
low, crawl or adjust his body side-
ward. Inside a naturally created
image of Lord Shiva, about 4 metres
high, is visible. The cave abounds
with a number of other natural
objects having resemblance with
Goddess Parvati, Ganesha and
Nandigan.

The cave roof is etched with snake
formations, the water trickles through
these on Shiva Lingam. Pigeons are
also seen here like Swami Amar Nath
cave which presents good omens for
pilgrimages.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: The 4-
day Ashok Sodhi Memorial
Cricket Tournament organ-
ized by the Press Club of
Jammu commenced with a
friendly match played
between the Deputy
Commissioner Jammu-XI
and Press Club-XI here
today.

At the very outset, Nitish
Mahajan, Co-Incharge
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Social Media Deptt
who was the Special Guest
on the occasion conducted
the toss between Avny
Lavasa IAS, Deputy
Commissioner Jammu,
Capt of Deputy
Commissioner Jammu-XI
and Naveen Koul Capt
Press Club-XI.

The Press Club team won
the toss and elected to bat
first and scored 200 runs
thus setting a target of 201
runs for the District
Administration Jammu
Team to win the match.
However, the DC Jammu
Team could not reach near
the target. The DC Jammu
Team lost all the wickets
for just 128 runs.

It is pertinent to mention
here that prominent play-
ers in DC Jammu Team
were Tehsildar Kamalpreet

Singh, Tehsildar Dhruv
Gupta and NT Raghav
Bhagat besides others.

Press Club of Jammu
President Sanjeev Pargal
felicitated the DC Jammu
by presenting her a
memento during inaugural
match.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Avny Lavasa lauded
the initiative taken by the
Press Club of Jammu for
organizing the tournament
in memory of photo-jour-
nalist Ashok Sodhi, who
attained martyrdom while
covering encounter
between terrorists and
security forces at Samba on
May 11, 2008. She also paid

befitting tributes to the
martyr journalist.

She said that sports is
the best panacea for physi-
cal and mental fitness
besides a medium to con-
nect all and leading to bet-
ter interactions and friend-
liness.  The Deputy
Commissioner also assert-
ed that the women should
come forward and take
part in sports. Nitish
Mahajan, in his address,
said that there is dire need
to promote sports activities
not only for a healthy citi-
zenry but more than that to
divert the youth from
indulging in drug related
activities.  He said ade-

quate sports infrastructure
needs to be made available
by the administration in
order to ensure that youth
overwhelmingly partici-
pate in sports activities.

Later, Sanjeev Pargal,
President of Press Club of
Jammu presented trophies
to the players who partici-
pated in the match. Avny
Lavasa also presented a
memento to Nitish
Mahajan. Press Club
Organizing Team compris-
ing Dinesh Mahajan,
Zorawar Singh Jamwal,
Channi Anand, Mohit
Sharma, Rohit Sharma,
Raman and Pardeep were
present on the occasion.

DC Avny Lavasa, Nitish inaugurate 4-day Ashok
Sodhi Memorial Cricket Tournament 

Congress led Governments caused 
inconvenience for the citizens: Sat

JI NEWS SERVICE

jammu, may 08: Spreading
the pro public policies of
PM Narendra Modi led
Central Government at
grass root level and elabo-
rating the Good
Governance model of Modi
Government and its work
done for the betterment of
public in the last 9 years, a
public meeting was held by
BJP at Bajalta area which
was mainly addressed by
Former Minister Sat
Sharma (CA). Sharma was
also accompanied by

District President BJP
Pramod Kapahi, BJP lead-
ers Som Raj Khajuria,
Karan Singh, Mandal
President Bajalta Ajay
Sharma and several others.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sat Sharma said that
PM Modi led Central
Government has done a lot
for the betterment of the
nation in the last 9 years for
ease of Governance and
ease of business. He said
unlike the earlier
Governments which found
comfort in dilly dallying
the developmental aspect,

PM Modi has demonstrat-
ed the courage and convic-
tion to overcome the prob-
lems created by Congress
led Governments which
were causing inconven-
ience for the citizens. He
said the ultimate aim of
Good Governance is to
bring ease of living to the
citizens. 

Sharma also stated that
even in Jammu and
Kashmir PM and BJP has
reached out to every house-
hold through its various
welfare schemes and peo-
ple have never ending con-

fidence and faith in their
leader, he stated.

Pramod Kapahi said that
the Central Government
has not only promoted
technology and innovation
but also Startups to under-
take new innovations even
in many important sectors
thereby transforming the
lives of the citizens, he
added. He also talked
about the development
done in the last 9 years by
the Modi Government and
said that it has changed the
lifestyle of many.  

Som Raj Khajuria, Karan
Singh and Ajay Sharma
highlighted the benefits of
various Central sponsored
schemes availed by the
masses and said that BJP
has always worked on the
agenda of Public welfare
and every activist of the
party will keep working on
the same in order to pro-
vide best possible services
to the public at their
doorsteps.

BJP leaders Brijesh
Gupta and Babbu also
spoke on the occasion.    

DFSS hold massive protest rally

against bovine smuggling 
JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: The
workers of Dogra Front &
Shiv Sena under the leader-
ship of President Ashok
Gupta took out a massive
protest rally in Jammu city
against the bovine smug-
gling in Jammu.

The party workers in
huge numbers gathered in
old city raised slogans.

The party president stat-
ed that these smugglers
should detained under
PSA and if  police failed the
party workers will be
involved in direct action
and Government will be
responsible for law and
order problem.

From last two weeks , we
are continuously hearing
the news of bovine smug-
gling in Jammu Divison
but still there is no action,"
the protesters alleged and
asked the administration to
take necessary steps to con-
trol this menace.

He stated that last week a

police naka party was
attacked by the Gujjars
which led to the hospitali-
sation of 3 policemen as
one of them got 15 head
stitches.  There are some
people who are trying to
give this attack a commu-
nal angle and action should
be taken against them.

He further stated that

action need to be taken as
the cows who have
stopped giving milk are
roaming on the road are
being captured by the
smugglers and govt should
increase the procedure of
taking them to the cow
shelters. Bovine smuggling
should stop as for hindus it
is a matter of faith and if

someone try to damage the
sentiments it would result
in to nothing less than an
Armageddon.

The party people who
were present at the time of
protest were Bantu, Raju,
Prem, Sukhdev, Kalu,
Naresh, Abhishek, Vinay,
Sukhnandan and various
others were present.
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NSF demands Health center should

function round the clock

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: The
National Secular Forum
(NSF) have taken a strong
note against the Health
Centre in the Campus and
has lashed out at Jammu
University authorities for
not paying required atten-
tion towards the Health
Centre in the University
campus saying it has
become defunct due to
casual approach of admin-
istration and non availabil-
ity of staff.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Jammu District
President Vikshay Vashist
said that every year the
University collects lakhs of
rupees in the shape of fee
from the students for
health facilities, but the
money is not being utilized
properly. He said that the
Health Centre doesn't pro-
vide medicines nor does
the Health Centre have
Machine Operators to han-
dle X-ray Machine, ultra-
sound Machine and ECG
Machine etc. Due to non
availability of Operators
since last five year, these
equipments are gathering
dust He said that posts of

staff meant for the Health
Center should be filled as
early as possible and doc-
tors should be made avail-
able round the clock.

Making startling revela-
tion, he said that medicines
are given to the patients
without the prescriptions
of doctors by the pharma-
cist of their own sweet will.
This irregularity reflects
the mess created in the
Health Centre at the cost of
ailing staff and students
entering there to seek med-
ical attention/treatment.

Moreover on Saturday
the Health Centre remains
open from 9 AM to 5 PM,

but the doctor on duty does
not attend on Saturday,
thus making a mockery of
the health services in the
university Health Centre,
he added.

University President
Roshan Sharma also said
that the Health Center
should remain functional
for twenty four hours so
that the students in the hos-
tel do not suffer for want of
availability of doctors and
para medical staff. He said
there is urgency for early
upgradation, proper regu-
lation and well manage-
ment for smooth running
of Health Center in the

campus.
A university charges a

fee for the Health Centre
but does not provide the
facilities which divulges
that the students are being
duped. Even the first aid
boxes have not been pro-
vided in the Departments,
he added.  He demanded a
complete inquiry into the
mis-utilization of funds by
the Health Centre.

Among those who were
present in the press confer-
ence included, Abhishek
Uppal, Aditya Khajuria,
Tufail Reyaz Khan, Punnet
Bakshi and Aditiya shar-
ma.  

X-RAY, ULTRASOUND, ECG MACHINE IN HEALTH CENTRE BUT 
NO OPERATOR TO HANDLE MEDICAL EQUIPMENTS

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Former
Minister & State Vice
President BJP Sham Lal
Sharma today called for big
societal role in preservation
and promotion of Dogri
language in the Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory.

The former minister was
speaking at the grand prize
distribution ceremony of
The Voice of Duggar—
singing competition at
Sher-e-Kashmir Police
Academy Auditorium.

Former Minister Sham
Lal Sharma was the chief
guest in the function.
National President of Ekam
Sanatan Bharat Dal,
Advocate Ankur Sharma,
Padam Shri Prof Shiv
Nirmohi and Assistant
Commissioner Finance and
Revenue attended as spe-
cial guests.

Sham Lal Sharma appre-
ciated all the organizers
and participants. He com-
pared this program run-
ning for 9 months at a cost
to a mother child. 

Just like a mother takes
care of her child in her
womb for 9 months and
then brings a new life on
this earth. Apna Dogri
Channel has given many
new artists to this Duggar's
land after 9 months of hard
penance. He said that this
process should not stop.
For this, he has given
assurance of possible coop-
eration.

Referring to the popular-
ity of Punjabi beyond
regional and continental
boundaries, the Senior BJP

leader said this has been
possible because of the
overwhelming support of
the people, diasporas, film
and music industry.
Similarly, the Dogri lan-
guage has to be promoted
at a larger scale with sincer-
ity of purpose by one and
all, irrespective of region,
religion or caste, he added.

Organized by Apna
Dogri Channel, this compe-
tition, which was first of its
kind, ran continuously for
9 months comprising of 109
episodes in which a total of
144 singers participated
from all the districts of
Jammu province and some
areas of Himachal Pradesh.
72 singers passed the audi-
tion. 

36 singers advanced to
the quarterfinals. 18 people
reached the semi-finals.
Out of which 12 people
reached the Grand Finale.

The Grand Finale had two
rounds, the Finals and the
Mega Finals. Top 6 singers
competed in the Mega
Finals, the result of which
was announced today.

The winner was given a
prize of 300000, the runner-
up was given a prize of
100000 and the second run-
ner-up was given a prize of
50000. All the remaining
top 6 were given a cash
prize of two thousand and
top 12 thousand.

The program was
presided over by Devendra
Thakur, Head of Apna
Dogri Channel Trust. 

In his vote of thanks, he
thanked all the guests and
announced that the Voice
of Duggar Season 2 will
start soon and we are com-
mitted to organize even
bigger events for which he
also called for everyone's
cooperation. On this occa-

sion well-known faces of
Duggar Romalo Ram,
Chaman Lahiri, Asha
Kesar, Vanshika Jaral, Sahil
Lucky, Bodhraj Vardan,
Sudhir Mahajan, Suresh
Kumar, Raju Vijaypuria,
Bholi Gupta, Master
Ashish, Subhash
Brahmanu, Desraj, JR
Jackson, Deepak Kumar,
Rakesh Jamwal, Achhav
Singh, Sugam Baral,
Roshan Barla, Mulkh Raj
Bhamagi, Rohit Sethi,
Vikram Sallan, Kusum
Sharma Antara, Preeti
Sharma, Shrestha Devi and
many other dignitaries
were present.

On the occasion, Kumar
Raghuvanshi of Reasi was
announced as winner of the
competition; Nishu Jasotra
of Chenani was Runner-up
and Kumar Arjun of
Ramnagar was 2nd Runner
up.

Sham Sharma calls for societal role for
preservation, promotion of Dogri

MRM delegation meets DSE, Demands to
revisit Transfer Policy 2023, modify ATD

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: A dele-
gation of Jammu And
Kashmir "Muslim
Rashtriya Manch"(MRM)
under the leadership of its
J&K Ladakh Convenor Mir
Nazir met Director School
Education Jammu Ashok
Kumar Sharma in his office
chambers here today.

According to a press
statement, the delegation
comprising, Organiser
Secretary J&K Ladakh UT's
Gulshan Kumar,
Spokesperson and Media
Head UT Amir Iqbal
Khan,Fayaz Ahmed Wani(
Distt. Secretary), Shahid
Kalas(Convenor Mendhar),
Zakir Ali, Adv. Tanzeer
Khatana apprised the
director about the ill con-
ceived transfer policy for
the employees of School
Education recently issued
by the administrative
department of School
Education J&K which in
addition to it, is full of dis-
crepancies and flaws, state-
ment said. The delegates
while expressing anguish
over the Annual Transfer
Derive(ATD 2023) said that
when the transfer policy is

flawful then how ATD
would be fair and impar-
tial. They said that ill con-
ceived Zonation done in
the transfer policy is bound
to promote corruption at
various levels during the
drive on one hand and pos-
sible unrest among the
teaching community on the
other which is bound to
affect teach taught process
badly at a juncture when
the academic session is in
full swing. "It's ramifica-
tions will become visible
when transfers would be
made in irregular and
imbalanced manner due to
disproportionate vacancies
in different zones and large
number of teachers so
transferred," statement
added saying that due to
lack of school choice with
in education zones and
Tehsils, the teacher frater-
nity seems to be in a fix
while filling/registration of
online proforma on trans-
fer portal of SED.

"Teachers must have
been given school level
choice and within Tehsil
municipality wise zones
should have been framed
which could accomplish
the derive smoothly and

without any hue and cry
from stakeholders," it fur-
ther observed.

The statement further
said that RETs, RRETs, 3rd
Teachers, Teachers Grade II
and Teachers Grade III
have been kept out of ATD
and transfer policy 2023
which tent a mounts to
injustice and human rights
violations with these teach-
ers. "Especially female
teachers who have been
serving the department for
the last 20 years in a single
school are the worst suffer-
ers. They are facing social
and psychological prob-
lems and even after their
regularisation as General
Line teachers as they have
been denominated in their
regularisation orders, they
were not covered under
any transfer policy despite
assurances from different
previous governments,"
statement said and added,
"there are various direc-
tions/orders from Hon'ble
High Court of J&K and of
late Double bench judge-
ment have asked the state
govt to effect the transfers
of regularised RETs and
3rd teachers, but the same
have not been implement-

ed or complied with by the
concerned department for
the reasons known to
them."

"The services of these
regularised RETs and 3rd
teachers are being utilized
in High and Higher
Secondary Schools on need
basis, for they are trans-
ferred, but when it comes
on to their rightful transfer
upon mature stay, then it is
denied on the pretext of
their appointment being
School Specific which is a
hypocrisy on part of the
SED," it further lamented.

A detailed memorandum
listing different demands
pertaining to teachers fra-
ternity with respect to the
present Transfer Policy and
ATD 2023 was also pre-
sented to the director seek-
ing early resolution of the
highlighted grievances.

Meanwhile, Director
School Education Jammu
Heard the delegation
patiently and assured that
the demands raised by it
shall be mitigated on prior-
ity and the whole exercise
of ATD and Transfer Policy
shall be revisited for the
good of the fraternity as
well as society.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU,MAY 08: DDC
Chairman Jammu, Bharat
Bhushan Bodhi on Monday
urged the Lt Governor Sh
Manoj Sinha to provide
adequate compensation to
the farmers of Jammu who
lost their crops in the recent
incessant rains and hail-
storm that completely
damaged the standing
crops of farmers.

The DDC Chairman was
speaking at the meeting
organized by BJP District
Kissan Morcha North
Jammu here today. The
meeting was organized by
Raman Singh, President of
BJP District Kissan Morcha
North Jammu. Omi
Khajuria, District President
BJP North Jammu was also
present.

In the meeting, the BJP
Kissan Morcha leaders
apprised the DDC
Chairman about the loss of
damages to crops due to
incessant rains and hail-
storm that completely
damaged the standing
crops of farmers. They

demanded adequate com-
pensation of damaged
crops.

The DDC Chairman,
who was the Chief Guest,
informed that the
Divisional Administration
and District
Administration has already
constituted teams and
directed the revenue
department for assessing
the loss of damaged crops.
He asked the Kissan
Morcha leaders to have
faith on the government as

the administration under
the stewardship of LG
Sinha is working day and
night to address the prob-
lems being faced by people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The DDC Chairman
Jammu said that the
Central Government head-
ed by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has done
more work in the last eight
years than ever before for
empowering farmers and
making them self-reliant.
He said the Government at

the Centre stands fully
committed to the welfare of
the farmers who deserve
special attention especially
in view of their being the
food producers of the
nation.

The DDC Chairman
appealed to the LG Sinha to
issue necessary directions
to the Revenue Officials for
speeding up assessing the
damaged crops so that the
farmers would get timely
compensation of their dam-
aged crops.

Bharat Bhushan urges LG for timely assessing, disbursing
compensation of damaged crops among farmers

JI NEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, MAY 08: -I n
orders  to commemorate
the250 th  birth  anniver-
sary of Raja ram. mohan

roy the father of. modern
India by organising women
empowerment rally. in this
program more than 350
students of    different
schools  was participated

with full enthusiasm. the
said rally is  flag off  by
Vice chairman DDC
Raghunandan singh  and
Sandeep Majotra DDC
Nagri.

Manuj.kesar.chairman
press club kathua. the pro-
gram is started with
welocme   address  and
details of the program
given by Dr. Deepa Sharma
Librarian 

On. the other side
Incharge Distt library
kathua Sunil sharma and
chief librarian Sabhitya
Rani presented a flowers to
the  worthy Chief guest 

The said rally passed
through  Saheedi chowk,
Krishna colony  Captain
Sunil choudhary chowk
and  return back to the
same route and culminated
at District library Kathua. 

During the rally students
raise slogan with one voice
"Educate the women,
empower the women. 

Govt Distt library Kathua organises
Women empowerment Rally

Shiv Sena Hindustan deputation calls on BDO

Suchetgarh, Rajni Devi

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Shiv
Sena Hindustan, under the
chairmanship of J&KUT
Vice President Balbir
Kumar today called on
BDO Suchetgarh Rajni
Devi and requested her to
ensure timely completion
of development works at

village  Jangbal and also
requested her to start new
development works for
which funds are available.
BDO assured the people of
the village that she will get
the rest of the work done as
soon as possible.
Prominent among those
who were part of deputa-
tion include Darshana

Devi, Anju Devi, Jyoti
Devi, Rajni Devi, Gara
Ram, Om Prakash,
Girdhari Lal, Satpal besides
others.The deputation
claimed that  the develop-
ment is more focused in
urban areas which have
professional institutes, ben-
efit of employment and
medical and health facili-

ties. Every town or city has
got the right to stake its
claim for their due and pro-
portionate share in the
development because 80
percent of J&K population
lives in the villages and
rural areas. Before giving a
final nod to the develop-
mental programs in J&K
,the government should
take whole J&K under its
ambit and should ascertain
whether the suggested
locations in the J&K do ful-
fill the needed require-
ments related to connectiv-
ity, geographical location,
accessibility and the target-
ed area and population.
Even after six decades of
independence the people
living in rural areas are
reeling under poverty,
want and hunger while
their counterparts in the
cities and big towns have
got every type of comfort
and facility. 
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JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08:
National Zila Panchayat
Association, a national
level Panchayat body, has
appointed Chairman
District Development
Council (DDC) Kathua, Col
Mahan Singh as President
of its Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory unit.

The appointment of Col
Mahan Singh as well as the
announcement to this effect
was made by the National
President National Zila
Panchayat Association
Kailash Gore Patil here

today. In this regard the
National President has sent
the formal appointment let-
ter to Col Mahan Singh.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the National Zila
Panchayat Association is
an all India level body that
takes up the significant

issues related to Gram,
Block and District
Panchayats with the Govt
and gets the same
addressed in the interest of
the people and good gover-
nance at the grass roots
level.

Col Mahan Singh has
expressed profound grati-
tude and thanks to the
National President and
founder Kailash Gore Patil
and all the district level
presidents. He assured to
work in utmost coopera-
tion and synchronization
with all the members in
promoting the agenda

fixed by National Zila
Panchayat Association and
implementing the same in
Jammu and Kashmir Union
Territory in true letter and
spirit.

Meanwhile, Col Mahan
Singh informed that a
meeting of National Zila
Panchayat Association will
be held on May 9 & 10 in
New Delhi in which the
burning issues of
Panchayat at national level
will be deliberated and dis-
cussed at length and ways
and means to address the
same after taking up these
issues with the Govt will be

Only BJP can fulfill people’s aspirations: Sham Langer
JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Sham Langer,
Convener Trade Cell Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) Jammu and Kashmir has
lauded the decision of Govt to grant
ownership rights to the refugee fami-
lies regarding land allotted to them
on their migration to J&K from
Pakistan in 1947.

In a statement issued to media here
today, Sham Langer termed it as a
historic and landmark decision which
will undoubtedly provide great relief
to thousands of West Pakistani
refugees in this Union Territory. He
said that due to inefficient govern-
ments for about seven decades, the
West Pakistani refugees remained
deprived of vital rights and were
compelled to live as second class citi-
zens till Aug 5, 2019, i.e. till abroga-
tion of Articles 370 and 35A.

It would not be out of context to

mention here that the West Pakistani
refugees were given 46,666 Kanals of
land on May 7, 1954 in Jammu, Samba
and Kathua districts but were not
conferred with ownership rights as
they were not treated as the State

Subjects. The land was mostly allot-
ted in Pargwal Island in Akhnoor, RS
Pura and Bishnah Tehsils in Jammu,
parts of Samba and Hiranagar in
Kathua district besides some other
places.

Sham Langer said that it has been
possible only due to the relentless
and determined efforts of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in synchro-
nization with the Union Territory
Administration led by the Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha. 

He said that the Union
Government has already given direc-
tion to Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
tration in this regard and now the
West Pakistani refugees will very
soon get ownership rights of the
lands allotted to them. He asserted
that BJP has proved beyond doubt
that it is the only party that can fulfil
the aspirations of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, MAY 08: With world
health organization (WHO) lifting
emergency status of Covid-19,
Doctors Association Kashmir (DAK)
on Monday termed the declaration a
big relief.

"This is very encouraging news that
Covid-19 emergency is over," said
DAK President Dr Nisar ul Hassan.

WHO on Friday announced that
Covid-19 no longer warranted the
status of a global emergency, more
than 3 years after it raised the disease
to its highest alert level. Dr Hassan
said the decision recognizes the

falling impact that covid has now on
our lives. We are no longer seeing
major surges in infection, severe ill-
ness or death. This is because people
have developed hybrid immunity
from widespread infections and vac-
cinations.

"The virus has settled now.
Infections are less severe and hospi-
talizations are minuscule," he said.

The DAK President said the end of
Covid-19 as a global health emer-
gency means that countries no longer
need to implement public health
measures like masking and social dis-
tancing.

"WHO decision makes a symbolic

end to the pandemic which has had a
profound impact on our lives over the
last 3 years," he said adding pandem-
ic has affected our health, our econo-
my, our everyday activities and
caused devastation through the loss
of so many lives.

"We have entered into the endemic
stage of Covid-19," said Dr Nisar.

"It is yet another infection joining
many other diseases that humanity
has learned to live," he said.

"With the transition from pandemic
to endemic stage, Covid is going to
stay with us, but will no longer be a
disruptor of daily family and commu-
nity life," he added.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Dr. Nirmal Singh,
former Dy. Chief Minister, listened to
the public grievances at BJP head-
quarters, Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

BJP Training Department Incharge
Parneesh Mahajan was also present

on the occasion.
Numerous people, individually as

well in the form of deputations, visit-
ed the BJP office to discuss their
respective issues with the senior
party leaders. Various issues repre-
sented contained matters of individ-
ual concerns as well as development

oriented related to their respective
areas.

Besides various personal issues,
other main issues presented related to
PHE, PDD, roads, lanes, drains etc.

Dr. Nirmal Singh listened to all the
individuals and the deputations
patiently and immediately took up
the matters with the concerned
departmental officials telephonically
as well as issued letters for the others.
Talking to the concerned authorities,
he pressed for the prompt redressal of
the issues.

Dr. Nirmal Singh, speaking on the
occasion, said that the BJP has a
robust grievance resolution mecha-
nism. He said that they serve the
masses with full enthusiasm, while
trying to address every single concern
of the people.

Parneesh Mahajan diarized all the
issues and conducted the proceedings
of the grievance camp.

Dr. Nirmal Singh, Parneesh Mahajan

listens to the public grievances

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: R. S.
Pathania (Former MLA),
Sunil Prajapati (State
President BJP OBC
Morcha),  Suresh Salgotra
(Vice President BJP OBC
Morcha), Ashok Verma
(State Secretary BJP OBC
Morcha), Sham Lal
(Spokesperson BJP OBC
Morcha) Were Present
Main in the Program.

The Program was
Organized by Sagar Verma
(District Present BJP OBC
Morcha Udhampur).

R. S. Pathania  while
addressing ask the
Workers to Serve the
People at the grass root
level and works in determi-
nation to leave no stone
unturned in ensuring PM
Narendra Modi Vision of
making india Vishawa
Guru. He said disposal of
BJP Pro OBC Policies at the
Grass root level are the
result of the Party Sucess at
every Election in the
Country.

Sunil Prajapati firstly
Congratulate  whole team
of udhampur for
Participating largely in
Recent Concluded
Program of Ghar Ghar
Chalo and Gaon Gaon
Chalo  and 100 th Episode
of Mann ki Baat.

He explained in detail
the organizational struc-

ture and functioning to the
obc morcha office bearers
and workers. He said that
BJP is a party of principles,
working for the upliftment
of all the sections of the
society, irrespective of their
religion, caste and creed
and its activists form its
backbone. However, the
BJP OBC Morcha are the
greatest asset of the party
as they are in continuous
contact of the people in
General and OBC samaj  in
particular at the grass roots
level.

He asked the party cadre
to further intensify the
efforts to motivate more
and more youth into the
People in the Party fold
before the elec tions are
held for the J&K Assembly
. Sunil Prajapati asked the
workers to focus on high-

lighting the Central
Government schemes tai-
lored specially for the peo-
ple of obc category and
ensure that even the last
tail ender gets the benefit of
these schemes.He said that
the BJP ideology stresses
upon serving the People
especially the needy  and
under Privileged, he asked
the OBC  workers to ensure
Proper Channelisation of
their talent  and Vigour
towards nation Building.

Sunil Prajapati ask the
Workers to Serve the
People at the grass root
level and works in determi-
nation to leave no stone
unturned in ensuring PM
Narendra Modi Vision of
making india Vishawa
Guru. He said disposal of
BJP Pro OBC Policies at the
Grass root level are the

result of the Party Sucess at
every Election in the
Country.

Prominent amongs oth-
ers Present in the Program
are Ashok Bandral (Vice
President OBC Morcha ),
Om Parkash ( Vice
President OBC Morcha),
Om Parkash Charak (Vice
President OBC Morcha),
Rameshwar Chander
(District Secretary OBC
Morcha), Rakesh Kumar (
President krimchi Mandal
OBC Morcha), Mulakh Raj
(President Mandal Majalta
OBC Morcha), Sub. Subash
Chander (President
Mandal Khoon OBC
Morcha), Sarpanch Manoj
Kumar. Special Guest
Mohan Lal (Retd.Sub
Inspector), Krishan Verma
(Retd HDM) and Others
workers.

Pathania ask Workers to Serve
the People at grass root level

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Newly
appointed Incharge of
Jammu and Kashmir
Pradesh Congress
Committee Office Jammu
Shri Vinod Sharma, accord-
ed rousing welcome today
by the large number of
Congress workers at PCC
HQ here on Monday.

Th. Balwan Singh former
MLA and other Senior
Leaders of the party
attended the function and
garlanded the newly
appointed Incharge
Headquarters Jammu and
warmly welcomed and
congratulated him on his
new assignment.

While assuming the new
assignment  Vinod Sharma
expressed gratitude to PCC
President Vikar Rasool
Wani and Party High
Command  for showering
faith on him and pledged
to work with more devo-
tion and dedication and
come to their expectations
as incharge PCC HQ
Jammu. 

He said that his loyalty
and services towards the
party have been recognized
in the party and expressed
his gratitude to the Central
and State leadership of the
Congress party.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Th Balwan Singh said
that the choice of the party

of giving responsibility to
Vinod Sharma is praise-
worthy as he has long
experience of working in
the organization as Seva
Dal Chief and PCC General
Secretary. He urged party
workers to strengthen the
party at the grass root level
and prepare themselves for
the elections to the
Corporations, Local Bodies
and Assembly, as and
when held. The Congress
party is a strong force in
the state and there is need
to further activate the
cadres, he said. He wel-
comed the decision of the
Party High Command for
appointing Vinod Sharma
as Incharge HQ Jammu.

Prominent among those
attended the function
included TS Bajwa (Ex-
MP), Ved Mahajan (Ex-
MLC), Narinder Gupta,
Bhushan Dogra, Suresh
Dogra, Sahil Sharma, Shiv
Kumar Sharma, Naresh
Sharma, Thomas Kokhar,
Kulbeer Pathania,
Badrinath Sharma, Subash
Bhagat, Vijay Sharma
Chairman Seva Dal, Ch
Mohan, Pawandev Singh,
Virendra Manhas, HS
Baghi,  Jatinder Bhagat,
Ram Magotra Gurmeet
Singh, Kartar Singh
Jasrotia, N.D. Sharma,
Sikandar Khan, Jai Pal,
Munish Sharma, Khilari
Lal Koram and others.

Vinod Sharma accorded welcome as 

Incharge HQ  of JKPCC Office Jammu

SMVDU Celebrates Shankaracharya Jayanti

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08:
Shankaracharya Jayanti
was celebrated by the
School of Philosophy &
Culture, SMVDU. Dr. Anil
K. Tewari, Assistant
Professor SoPC gave an
introductory speech. Dr. A.
K. Sharma was the Chief
Guest. The day was cele-
brated by showing a docu-

mentary titled Kalady: the
triumph of faith over time
(rediscovery of Sri Adi
Shankaracharya's birth
place). Adi Shankaracharya
Jayanti is celebrated on
Panchami Tithi during
Shukla Paksha of
Vaishakha month.
Shankaracharya is known
for his teachings on
AdvaitaVeddanta, which
emphasizes the unity of the

individual self (atman)
with the universal con-
sciousness (Brahman). The
documentary discussed the
importance of the birth
place of Adi
Shankaracharya. It shed
light on the four peeths
which are located in the
four corners of India -
Sringeri in South, Dwarka
in the west, Puri in the east
and Joshimath in the north.

The main discussion was
about history of acquiring
Kalady and relocating
Shankaracharya's home
and related places. It also
discussed his life story and
the incidents which
encouraged him to observe
Sannyasa.Students from
various branches attended
the celebration. 
Guest faculties of Vedic
Studies, Mr. Keshav Kumar
Pandey, Mr. Krishna
Kumar Pandey and Dr.
Chandra Shekhar Mishra
explained Shankara-
charya's philosophy. Mr.
SumanthaSarthi Sharma
discussed a few questions
related to the importance of
Advaita Vedanta
Philosophy in present time.
In the end, the vote of
thanks was given by Dr.
Madhu Mangal
Chaturvedi.

JI NEWS SERVICE

RAJOURI, MAY 08: BJP
J&K General Secretary and
former MLC Vibodh Gupta
said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
Government under the
strong leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
engaged in crushing terror-
ism with Iron hands to
ensure development,
peace, and harmony in the
country. India’s fight
against terror is at a “deci-
sive stage”, Vibodh assert-
ed while addressing a
series of meetings in

Behrot, Thanamandi.
Accusing Pakistan of

helping terror outfits to
destabilize peace in Jammu
and Kashmir, Vibodh
asserted that it is the BJP
Government that can take
fearless decisions of surgi-
cal and air strikes and
declared that our
Government will neither
spare the terrorists nor
their sympathizers. Modi
government has succeeded
in isolating Pakistan inter-
nationally, he added. 

Vibodh blamed Congress
for giving shelter to sepa-
ratism in Jammu and

Kashmir for petty vote
banks. He maintained that
Congress has always pro-
moted Pakistan's narrative
on Kashmir and has demo-
tivated Indian Army on
several occasions. Congress
has lost the trust of the peo-
ple, Vibodh said, adding
that BJP is committed to the
prosperity and security of
the nation which has made
it people's first choice. 

Speaking on the occasion
President, MC Rajouri, Arif
Jatt also highlighted the
achievements of the BJP
government in ensuring
peace, development, and

prosperity in the Union
Territory, especially in the
remote areas. He also
hailed the BJP government
for making commendable
efforts to facilitate demo-
cratic decentralization in
Jammu Kashmir which has
turned out to be instrumen-
tal in the development and
beautification of the UT. 

Addressing the gather-
ing BDC Chairperson
Planghar Parveen Akhter
said that the BJP under the
visionary leadership of PM
Narendra Modi has been
successful in transforming
Jammu and Kashmir. The
unprecedented pace of
development and growth
in the UT has no parallel in
the world. Mandal
President Behrot Liquat
Chowdary, Mandal
President Thannamandi
Zahid Ahmed, District
President BJP ST Morcha
Ch Nazim Din, Mandal
President BJYM
Thannamandi Shah Nawaz
Khan, Sarpanch Lah Abdul
Rashid, and Sarpanch
Behrot Mushtaq Mirza also
spoke on the occasion.

BJP is J&K's first choice for
prosperity and security: Vibodh 

Lifting Covid-19 emergency status big relief: DAK

Col Mahan appointed J&K President of
National Zila Panchayat Association
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Logic will take you from A to B. Imagination will 
take you everywhere - Albert Einstein

I
n August 2021, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha had
launched a polythene-free Srinagar campaign and urged citi-
zens to eliminate the usage of single-use plastic to lessen its

impact on the environment. The fresh appeal of the Lieutenant
Governor signified that the people have not mended their ways as
far as the use of banned polythene is concerned. Traders, shopkeep-
ers and the people continued to use banned polythene without any
fear of being penalized.  Situation has not changed much as yet. The
rampant use of banned polythene also indicates that the enforce-
ment agencies have miserably failed to strictly implement the law
on ground. Following the High Court directive for imposition of
ban on the storage, transportation and use of polythene carry bags,
the Housing and Urban Development Department had issued an
SRO-182 of 2008 under the J&K Non-Biodegradable Material (man-
agement, handling and disposal) Act-2007. Thereafter, the
Environmental Committee of the then J&K Legislative Assembly
had also directed for a strict ban on polythene bags in J&K and
stressed upon launching a public awareness campaign to educate
people about the hazards of using polythene. Since then, a number
of directions have been passed and hundreds of campaigns were
launched to nullify the impact of polythene on the environment. A
visible change was also witnessed on ground but a lot is yet to be
achieved to keep our surroundings polythene-free. The major
impact of plastic bags on the environment is that it takes many years
for them to decompose. In addition, toxic substances are released
into the soil when plastic bags perish under sunlight and, if plastic
bags are burned, they release a toxic substance into the air causing
ambient air pollution. Owing to the unregulated accumulation of
carcinogenic compounds, the use of plastic bags may allow inroads
into cancerous diseases. Plastic bags are dumped indiscriminately
into landfills worldwide that occupy tons of hectares of land and
emit dangerous methane and carbon dioxide gases as well as high-
ly toxic leachates from these landfills during their decomposition
stage. Plastics have also been identified as a problem in the marine
environment since the 1970s, but the issue of plastic pollution in
marine and freshwater environments has only recently been identi-
fied as a global problem. Lieutenant Governor has rightly pointed
out that the world in general and J&K in particular are in the mid-
dle of the biggest climate crisis and ‘it is up to us how we shape our
planet and the cities today’. There is no doubt that it is the collective
responsibility to include rivers, forests, grasslands, wetlands and all
other living species in the future development plans. It is the great-
est duty of mankind to maintain the delicate balance of the environ-
ment. Having said this, it is the duty of everyone to strongly sup-
port the campaign against the use of banned polythene to prevent
irreversible damage on climate change. It is high time that the peo-
ple should own responsibility to comply with the government’s
directions against the use of banned polythene. Local representa-
tives and administrations too pro-actively take all measures to
strictly enforce all laws with regard to the use of polythene to keep
J&K plastic and polythene-free. No society can overcome environ-
mental challenges without people’s participation.
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Stop use of banned
polythene  
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V SUDARSHAN

M
ULTILATERAL sum-
mits make for strange
b e d f e l l o w s .

Theoretically, these are platforms
where countries set aside differ-
ences to unite on pushing a com-
mon agenda. It is, therefore, possi-
ble that you have Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan, which have an unre-
solved border dispute — the most
recent manifestation of which took
a hundred lives last September —
attending the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
foreign ministers’ conclave in Goa
with an air of cordiality. No dis-
tinction, let’s say, between the state
sponsor of terror and the victim.

In a somewhat similar manner,
not only did Indian Foreign
Minister S Jaishankar and his
Chinese counterpart Qin Gang
meet bilaterally ‘on the sidelines’,
as it is elegantly called, but
Jaishankar also had the privilege of
being told that the border situation
between India and China was ‘gen-
erally stable’ and that both sides
should draw lessons from history.
Translated from diplomatese to
English, it means that the Chinese
are okay with the situation they
have engineered and that’s the way
they would have it remain since
the People’s Liberation Army has
done some widespread and indis-
creet military squatting along the
border areas, which we regard as
legitimate Indian territory. But
such SCO meets serve to clear the
air, it needs to be acknowledged.

True, Jaishankar says that the sit-
uation insofar as China is con-
cerned is abnormal. It is more like a
three-ring circus, really, each
simultaneously being an absorbing
centre stage and entertaining
sideshow. It confuses the spectator,
however. Consider this wrinkle:
The joint communiqué following
the 21st meeting of the SCO Heads
of Government (Prime Ministers)
Council at Samarkand says:
“Reaffirming their support for
China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, the Russian
Federation, the Republic of
Tajikistan and the Republic of
Uzbekistan noted the ongoing joint
activities to implement this project,
including the efforts to couple the
construction of the Eurasian

Economic Union and the BRI.”
India strenuously, if ineffectual-

ly, opposes the BRI because it pass-
es through land wrested by
Pakistan and some of it gifted out-
right to China. Yet, you have a
bilateral with China but not with
Pakistan, which, anachronistically
and perversely, it appears, refuses
to let go of the ghost of the Simla
Agreement, which calls for a bilat-
eral solution and for neither party
to change the situation on the
ground unilaterally and enjoins for
some mysterious reason that “both
shall prevent the organisation,
assistance or encouragement of
any acts detrimental to the mainte-
nance of peace and harmonious
relations.”

The problem, of course, must lie
with Pakistan’s hitherto unblooded
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, who has left India with a
dark promise that sounds vaguely
like a terrorist or, worse, a nuclear
threat: “Waqt pe aise jawab denge
jo yaad rahega.” Pakistan is a past
master at bilateral antics. Bilawal
described Prime Minister Modi as
the ‘butcher of Gujarat’ at the
United Nations, where Pakistan
and India annually trade sopho-
moric insults over, usually,
Kashmir. Sometimes called by fel-
low Pakistanis of some repute both
an ‘imported foreign minister’ and
an ‘intern’, Bilawal is the baby of
the lot compared to, say, Sergey
Lavrov. Lavrov has held that job
for 20 years. He walked stylishly
away from Goa, with not a squeak

emerging on Ukraine.
Which raises the question —

given China’s consistently demon-
strated land-grabbing mindset that
has led to a loss of possibly scores
of precious Indian lives, both at
Galwan and other places, how is
having a bilateral with Pakistan
more reprehensible in terms of
optics? So far as the average Indian
is concerned, the difference
between Chinese and Pakistani
approaches to India is not like
chalk and cheese but like cheese
and cheese: you can smile at sum-
mits and yet be a villain. Abnormal
is abnormal, whether it applies to
Pakistan or China.

After all, the purpose of this
summit was largely preparatory.
Its aim was to set the stage for the
success of the Heads of State sum-
mit in New Delhi, scheduled to be
held in about two months. Putin,
surely, can safely come to India,
which last December witnessed the
mysterious deaths of three Russian
dissidents/oligarchs in Rayagada,
Odisha; they appeared to have
leapt, lemming-like, to their deaths
from the high floors of the hotel
they were staying in. Since the
Ukraine war began, there have
been over two dozen mysterious
deaths of Putin critics who did not
have the stomach for the war in
Ukraine.

The reason that Putin can come
to India safely is rather more
innocuous. Ever since the
International Criminal Court (ICC)
issued an arrest warrant against

him on March 17 for the alleged
war crime of unlawfully deporting
and transferring children from
occupied areas of Ukraine to the
Russian Federation, the 123 signa-
tories to the Rome Statute (the UN
treaty pertaining to the ICC) are
obliged to arrest Putin on arrival.
Thankfully for Putin, India is not a
signatory. 

Curiously enough, by the ICC
count, Afghanistan, which is an
SCO observer and could soon
become a member, is off limits for
Putin, as will be Mongolia. But
Putin can take heart from the fact
that though Mongolia has been
quietly watching SCO proceedings
as an observer for the past almost
two decades, it has shown no incli-
nation to join the grouping.

Putin can also take heart from
the assurances furnished, accord-
ing to the Washington Post (April
29), by National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval to his Russian counter-
part Nikolai Patrushev on
February 22 that the war in
Ukraine will not come up in any
G20 meet (India currently chairs
the grouping and a summit is due
this September).

What applies to G20 surely
applies to the SCO, which, it
deserves mention, will soon trans-
act business in English, for the con-
venience of the burgeoning mem-
bership. It’s an Indian initiative. In
turn, it gives hope to the belief that
we may understand better in
Indian English the backside of
these grandiose goings-on.

Bilateral complications
at multilateral summits

ARUN MAIRA

AT 82, Maratha strongman
Sharad Pawar is engaged in a
protracted turf war to retain his
hold over his party. Mulayam
Singh Yadav, NT Rama Rao and
Chirag Paswan failed, while the
Abdullahs and the Badals were
successful in weathering such
storms within their respective
parties.

Pawar’s move to withdraw
his resignation as the
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) chief is seen as a victory
of sorts over an internal lobby
that reportedly wanted to leave
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
coalition, consisting of the
Congress, NCP and Shiv Sena
(Uddhav Thackeray) and join
ranks with the BJP. A closer
scrutiny, however, reveals that
Pawar was only partially suc-
cessful in warding off the defec-
tion of a substantial section of
NCP MLAs to the BJP. The dis-
quiet within the NCP also indi-
cated Pawar’s inability to pass
on the mantle of leadership to
daughter Supriya Sule when he
dramatically announced his
decision to quit as NCP presi-
dent. All eyes are now on

Pawar’s nephew and Leader of
the Opposition in the
Maharashtra Assembly Ajit
Pawar, who issued a perfuncto-
ry statement welcoming his
uncle’s ‘return’ as the NCP
chief. Maharashtra’s political
watchers view Ajit as someone
eager to either take full control
of the party organisation or
move closer to the BJP. Ajit is
reportedly eyeing the big chair
in Mumbai’s mantralaya in the
wake of a Supreme Court ruling
on incumbent CM Eknath
Shinde.

The Supreme Court’s
Constitution Bench has
reserved its judgment on a
batch of petitions relating to the
feud between the Uddhav and
Shinde factions of the Shiv
Sena. In the event of the Shinde
faction facing disqualification,
the BJP would be in an urgent
need of support from MLAs
who are not part of the BJP-
Sena (Shinde) combine. There
are also reports that Ajit has
had some meetings with top
BJP leaders in New Delhi.
Interestingly, both Sharad
Pawar and Ajit are toying with
the idea of touring Maharashtra
in order to assess the ground

situation. Prospects of a truce
between the uncle and the
nephew are said to be slim as
both sides are clandestinely
attempting to sideline the other.

The Pawars seem to be aware
that family members and blood
relatives staging a coup is not
an uncommon phenomenon in
politics. In vibrant parliamen-
tary democracies, bloodless yet
devastating takeovers by

‘loved’ ones have been experi-
enced by many leaders.

While Balasaheb Thackeray
(Shiv Sena), the Abdullahs
(National Conference) and the
Badals (Shiromani Akali Dal)
were able to stay at the helm
despite intra-party revolts, NT
Rama Rao and MG
Ramachandran’s wife Janaki
lost their fiefdom in Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu,

respectively.
For Chirag Paswan, a gradu-

ate in engineering and a sec-
ond-generation dynast, his
prospects in politics looked as
bleak as his acting career. Ram
Vilas Paswan’s son had entered
Bollywood in 2011, starring
opposite Kangana Ranaut in
Miley Naa Miley Hum. The film
bombed at the box office, even
though some viewers appreciat-

ed his looks. He  sought comfort
in the family profession of poli-
tics, where a towering personal-
ity, Ram Vilas Paswan, had
used his clout to get as many
relatives elected as MPs and
MLAs as possible. However,
June 14, 2021, turned out to be a
‘Black Monday’ for him. Chirag
had once described himself as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ‘Hanuman’ and donat-
ed Rs 1.11 lakh for the construc-
tion of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya. These gestures did
not come handy when five of
the party’s six MPs, including
his uncle and cousin, rebelled
against him. His uncle,
Pashupati Kumar Paras,
reduced him to a virtual
nobody within the Lok
Janshakti Party.

The flamboyant NT Rama
Rao made as good a villain as a
hero in the 290-odd movies he
acted in between 1949 and 1982.
Within a year of joining politics,
NTR became the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister.

Everything was going fine
until August 26, 1995, nine
months into NTR’s third term
as CM, when his son-in-law and
trusted lieutenant N

Chandrababu Naidu rebelled
against him. Naidu defended
his coup, saying that he had
been forced to act against his
father-in-law because of NTR’s
second wife Lakshmi Parvathi’s
growing influence over party
affairs and the state govern-
ment. Overnight, NTR was a
nobody; his fall was as dramat-
ic as his spectacular rise, as vir-
tually all members of the family
and most of the TDP’s 200 legis-
lators had deserted the Chief
Minister.

Life had, ironically, panned
out exactly as NTR would often
say, “What is destined to hap-
pen will happen. Victory and
defeat are like light and dark-
ness.” In Tamil Nadu, when
MG Ramachandran died on
Christmas Eve in 1987, his
widow Janaki Ramachandran
thought that she would thrive
on his legacy. However, her
hopes were dashed within
weeks. On the day of the vote of
confidence, pandemonium
broke out inside the Tamil
Nadu Assembly, prompting the
then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi to dismiss her govern-
ment and impose the
President’s rule.

S JAISHANKAR AND HIS CHINESE COUNTERPART QIN GANG MET BILATERALLY ‘ON THE SIDELINES’ OF THE SCO MEET.

JAISHANKAR WAS TOLD THAT THE BORDER SITUATION BETWEEN INDIA AND CHINA WAS ‘GENERALLY STABLE’ AND THAT

BOTH SIDES SHOULD DRAW LESSONS FROM HISTORY. TRANSLATED FROM DIPLOMATESE, IT MEANS THAT THE CHINESE

ARE OKAY WITH THE SITUATION THEY HAVE ENGINEERED AND THAT’S THE WAY THEY WANT IT TO REMAIN.

Pawar fighting to retain his hold over party
I HAD ALWAYS BEEN FOND OF TREKKING AND TRAVELLING. INTERACTION WITH SHEPHERDS MADE ME REALISE HOW THESE SIMPLE PEOPLE HAD A MORE RESPONSI-

BLE AND SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE THAN URBAN EDUCATED PEOPLE, INSPIRING ME TO MAKE CLEANING THE HIMALAYAS MY LIFE’S MISSION
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T
he Shah Rukh Khan,
Deepika Padukone
and John Abraham-

starrer Pathaan is all set to
debut in Bangladesh on May
12. The Siddharth Anand direc-
torial is the first Hindi film to
release in the neighbouring
country post 1971 when the
country was created.

On this development, Yash
Raj Films’ Nelson D’Souza said
in a statement, “Cinema has
always been a unifying force
between nations, races and cul-
tures. It transcends borders,

galvanises people and plays a
significant hand in bringing
people together. 

We are incredibly thrilled
that Pathaan, which has done
historic business worldwide,
will now get a chance to enter-
tain audiences in Bangladesh!”
“Pathaan becomes the first
Hindi film to release in
Bangladesh post 1971 and we
are thankful to the authorities
for their decision. We have
learnt over the years that Shah
Rukh Khan has tremendous
fan following in Bangladesh

and we feel Pathaan, our latest
offering from YRF’s Spy
Universe, is the perfect first
film of SRK and Hindi cinema
to release in the country and
represent Indian culture and
cinema in its full glory,” he
added. 

Pathaan emerged as the
highest grossing film world-
wide in the history of Hindi
cinema by earning over Rs
1050 crore gross at the global
box office. 

However, the film was
engulfed in several controver-

sies before its release.
Deepika’s saffron-coloured
bikini became a point of con-
tention at the time. After the
film emerged as the biggest
success in the history of Hindi
cinema, Siddharth Anand had
asserted that SRK’s comeback
vehicle has silenced the face-
less voices vilifying Hindi film
industry by delivering a quali-
ty film that has entertained
audiences globally.

Siddharth, in an earlier state-
ment, had said, “It feels incred-
ible that Pathaan is now the

number one Hindi film in India
today! The love and apprecia-
tion that has been showered on
Pathaan by audiences is his-
toric and it shows in the box
office result. As a director, I’m
proud that I made a film that
has entertained people global-
ly.” Pathaan is also the highest
grossing film of YRF’s Spy
Universe that also includes
blockbusters like Salman Khan
and Katrina Kaif’s Ek Tha
Tiger and Tiger Zinda Hai, and
Hrithik Roshan and Tiger
Shroff’s War.

T
he release of Diljit Dosanjh’s latest film Jodi has
been postponed. The film was supposed to hit the
theaters on May 5. Diljit took to social media to

inform his fans about the same. Diljit wrote on Instagram,
“Film di Sari Team Ne Baut Hardwork Kita.. Apna 100%
Dita Sareya Ne.. Par Kisey Kaarn Eh Film Aj India ch
Release Nhi Ho Rahi..Jo Jodi Da Intzaar Kar rahe c Ona
Ton Maafi.. Sareya Nu Pyar Te Satkaar (The whole team
of the film did a lot of hard work. They gave it their 100%.
I apologise to those who were waiting for the film. Love
and respect to all)”.

The Punjabi film Jodi is produced by Amberdeep Singh
with Diljit Dosanjh. It also stars Nimrat Khaira in the lead
role. The film is a biopic on the life of slain Punjabi singer
Amar Singh Chamkila and his second wife Amarjot Kaur.

A few days back a local court in Ludhiana ordered a
stay on the release. The court ordered a stay on the film’s
release after Patiala-based Ishdeep Randhawa moved
court alleging that Ludhiana-based Gurmail Kaur, the
first wife of Chamkila, had given the rights to make the
biopic to his father Gurdev Singh Randhawa via a written
agreement signed on October 12, 2012. The court has also
stayed the “broadcast, release and streaming” of another
biopic on the couple, titled Chamkila starring Dosanjh
and Parineeti Chopra in lead roles. 

U
orfi Javed has spoken
about an incident when she
was uninvited from an

event in Mumbai 'at the last
moment' as she was not on actor
Madhuri Dixit's 'guest list'. Taking
to Twitter on Sunday night, Uorfi
shared a post and explained what
happened. She didn't caption the
post but added an emoji.

Uorfi shared a screenshot of

Madhuri Dixit from a paparazzo's
Instagram account. She wrote,
"Fun fact about this event - they
reached out to my team inviting
me, I accepted the invitation, can-
celled my plans, arranged my out-
fit, last moment they told me, team
that I'm no more invited."

She added, "When we asked
them the reason they said I'm not
on Madhuri's guest list (what a

weird reason). Bhai mai mar nahi
rahi kahi jaane k Iiye (I am not
dying to go anywhere) but to tell
someone not to come last moment
after inviting them. Grow some
balls or borrow from me!"

In her next tweet, Uorfi spoke
about actor Kangana Ranaut. She
wrote, "I’m slowly and slowly
understanding why Kangana
behaves the way she does. When
you’ve been ganged up against for
so long, you go hard! You go
queen (face savouring delicious
food and crying emojis)
@KanganaTeam."

Reacting to the incident, a per-
son wrote, "You are absolutely
right! I support you both gorgeous
girls." Another fan said, "Stay
strong ma'am." A comment read,
"You also go, queen." "Come on
Uorfi. You are on my guest list,"
said a Twitter user. "That's called
maturity with experience! She's the
most misunderstood actress. More
power to you," commented anoth-
er person. ssUorfi rose to fame
after featuring in Bigg Boss OTT in
2021. 

K
angana Ranaut took to Twitter on
Monday to show her support for
Shabana Azmi who tweeted about

the controversial film The Kerala Story.
Shabana had questioned those who were
demanding a ban on the film. It claims to
be based on a dangerous conspiracy that
has been hatched against India as part of
which several young girls from Kerala
were made to join the terror outfit ISIS. 

After The Kerala Story was pulled
down from theatres in Tamil Nadu on
Sunday amid threats, Shabana said it was
as wrong as asking for a ban on Laal
Singh Chadha, which starred Aamir
Khan in the lead. The veteran actor tweet-
ed, “Those who speak of banning #The
Kerala Story are as wrong as those who
wanted to ban Aamir Khan’s #Laal Singh

Chaadha. Once a film has been passed by
the Central Board of Film Certification
nobody has the right to become an extra

constitutional authority.”
Reacting to her tweet, Kangana wrote,

“This is a very valid point except for the

fact that no one asked for a ban on LSC
people just didn’t want to see it for many
reasons, major reason was it was a
remake of a very popular old Hollywood
classic which most people had already
seen…” While some are seeking a ban on
the film, a few also demanded tax exemp-
tions in BJP-ruled states. 

On Sunday, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur
lashed out at the opposition parties and
said those who are opposing The Kerala
Story film are supporters of the pro-
scribed PFI and terror outfit ISIS.

"The Kerala Story is not just a film.
There are some people who want to lure
girls into the path of terrorism, and their
face has been exposed in this film. Some
political parties are opposing it. 

A
ctor Anasuya Bharadwaj,
who was recently seen in
Telugu film

Rangamarthanda, seems to have
taken a dig at Vijay Deverakonda
over the new Kushi poster. On the
Kushi poster, Vijay's name appears as
'The Vijay Deverakonda' (what he
uses on social media) and Anasuya
found it to be silly and bile. In the
comments section of Anasuya's tweet,
several people pointed out that
Anasuya was referring to Vijay
Deverakonda. Her tweet went viral
and many Vijay fans targeted her
with nasty comments on social media.

Without mentioning Vijay
Deverakonda in her tweet, she shared
a cryptic tweet about 'The' tag before

his name. 
She wrote in Telugu, "The? OMG.

This is bile. What do we do? Make
sure we don't catch it (sic)."

After the fans targeted Anasuya, she
put out another tweet in which she
wished stars educate their fans on
how to behave on social media. She
also asked what's the use of having
such a large following when fans are
not responsible. "I don't know what's
stopping all these Stars to take a
stand on any wrong doing in the
name of their fans. With Great Power
Comes Great Responsibility. In my
given Power I am being Responsible.
fans/following potundana? Alanti fol-
lowing lekuntene better kadandi
(sic)."

KANGANA RANAUT AGREES WITH SHABANA AZMI
ON HER OPINION ON THE KERALA STORY 

Anasuya Bharadwaj seems to
take a dig at Vijay Deverakonda
over his name on Kushi poster,
is targeted by his fans 

Release of Diljit Dosanjh's film
Jodi postponed, actor apologies

to those 'looking forward to it'

M
eghan Markle
was spotted hik-
ing during the

weekend in California after
she decided to not attend
the coronation ceremony of
King Charles III. Meghan
stepped outside for a hike
on a Sunday with her
friends, as her husband
Prince Harry, attended the
coronation by himself. 

At the coronation ceremo-
ny, Prince Harry was spot-
ted standing in the third
row, alongside his cousins
and his controversial uncle
Prince Andrew. The palace
had released a statement
confirming Meghan's
absence from the event.
“The Duke of Sussex will
attend the Coronation
service at Westminster
Abbey on May 6th.
The Duchess of
Sussex will remain in
California with
Prince Archie and
Princess Lilibet,"
read the statement.
Now, according to
a report by Page
Six, Meghan was
spotted without
her two children –
Archie, 4, and Lilibet, 1,
for a hike near her
California home on
Sunday morning. She
was accompanied by
her longtime friends
Markus Anderson
and Heather Dorak.
The Duchess of
Sussex, 41, was
seen in a deep
blue loose-fit-

ted top paired with fitted
bottoms and hiking shoes.
She completed the casual
look with large-frame sun-
glasses, a scarf and a hat.

Meghan was spotted in a
light mood walking down
the road with her friends. In
one of the pictures she was
seen smiling and talking
with them while standing
with her hands on her hips.
It was also reported that
Prince Harry left London
hours after his father King
Charles III’s coronation cer-
emony came to an end.
Meghan had skipped the
coronation because the day
of the event coincided with
Archie's 4th birthday and

she decided to stay
back to be with

her son on his
special day.

Meghan Markle spotted hiking
with friends after skipping

coronation of King Charles III

W
hile rumour mills may be busy churning
headlines about actor-dancer Raghav Juyal
dating co-actor Shehnaaz Gill, the former is

in no mood to entertain them. Juyal sets the records
straight, maintaining that the two are just good
friends. “Wo (rumours) faaltu ki cheezein hain,” he
tells us. So is there no truth to the dating speculations?
Pat comes the reply, “No, no truth at all. Bhai (actor
Salman Khan) ne usko bola and uska mere pe chal
raha hai.” Juyal hints at the multiple comments that
Khan made during the promotions of their recently
released Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi Ki Jaan, wherein ‘Bhai’
asked Gill to “move on” in life post the demise of her
alleged partner and actor Siddharth Shukla in 2021.
People took Khan’s words as a confirmation of Juyal
and Gill’s alleged dalliance.

According to Juyal, who starred alongside Gill in a
recent release, his equation with her - which he
addresses in the media for the first time - is just like
any other cordial co-star. He blames Gill’s participa-
tion in a reality show as the primary reason behind
the conjectures that spread like wildfire. “When you
spend almost three to four months shooting for a
movie, dosti yaari ho jaati hai. Shehnaaz ki dikkat ye
hai ki usne Bigg Boss 13 (she participated in the show
in 2019) kiya hai. The audience is invested in their (the
participants’) personal life for three months, so it
becomes like a drug and they want that drug even
after the show ends. I have travelled and spent time
with others as well, lekin uske saath logon ko drama
create karna tha. 

Raghav Juyal denies dating
rumours with Shehnaaz Gill: 

No truth at all (Exclusive)

SHAH RUKH KHAN-DEEPIKA PADUKONE'S
PATHAAN TO DEBUT IN BANGLADESH, FIRST
HINDI FILM TO RELEASE THERE IN 52 YEARS

Uorfi Javed was 'uninvited' from event 

for not being on Madhuri Dixit's guest list,

she sympathizes with Kangana Ranaut 
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2.70 crore passengers denied train travel in

FY 2022-23 due to being waitlisted: RTI

NEW DELHI, MAY 08:
More than 2.7 crore passen-
gers could not travel by
train in 2022-23 despite buy-
ing tickets because of being
waitlisted, according to the
response to an RTI query,
indicating shortage of trains
on busy routes in the coun-
try.

During the last fiscal year,
this number stood at 1.65
crore. According to a reply
to an RTI plea filed by

Madhya Pradesh-based
activist Chandra Shekhar
Gaur, the Railway Board
said that in 2022-2023, a
total of 1.76 crore Passenger
Name Record (PNR) num-
bers, against which 2.72
crore passengers were
scheduled to travel, were
automatically cancelled due
to being waitlisted. In 2021-
2022, a total of 1.06 crore
PNR numbers, against
which 1.65 crore passengers

were scheduled to travel,
were automatically can-
celled.

After cancellation of
PNRs, the ticket fare is
refunded to the passengers. 

The inability to provide
confirmed tickets to passen-
gers has been a recurrent
problem with the national
transporter.

In 2014-15, the number of
cancelled PNRs stood at
1.13 crore, and in 2015-2016,

it was 81.05 lakh. In 2016-
2017, it was 72.13 lakh, in
2017-18, 73 lakh, and in
2018-2019, the number
stood at 68.97 lakh, accord-
ing to official figures.

In the year 2020-21, the
total number of PNRs auto
cancelled due to remaining
in waiting list was 38.89
lakh and 61 lakh passengers
were booked on these
PNRs.

The Railways has said it
is making efforts to increase
the capacity to make trains
available on demand.

"This would reduce the
possibility of passengers
getting waitlisted," an offi-
cial said.

Officials also pointed out
that before the COVID pan-
demic, the Railways ran
10,186 trains, which has
gone up to 10,678 trains at
present.

"All over the network sig-
nalling and track work is
ongoing. This is also being
done so that more trains can
be put into service," the offi-
cial said.

20 Killed As Houseboat With 30 People

Capsizes In Kerala’s Malappuram
Malappuram (Kerala), May 8:
Twenty people, including women
and children, were killed when a
houseboat with more than 30 passen-
gers on board capsized and sank
near the Thoovaltheeram beach in
the Tanur area of this Kerala district
on Sunday, the state government
said.

Sports Minister V Abdurahiman
said 20 deaths were confirmed on the
basis of information from various
hospitals where those pulled out
from the water and inside the boat
were admitted.

Four persons in critical condition
have been admitted to a Kottakkal
hospital here, Abdurahiman said.

Of the 20 bodies, 15 have been
identified, the minister added.

“The boat is being hauled ashore
and more bodies are expected to be
recovered from inside,” he said.

Abdurahiman said many of those
who died were women and children
who had come for a ride amid the
ongoing school vacations.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
condoled the deaths and announced
an ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh to the next
of kin of each victim.

“Pained by the loss of lives due to
the boat mishap in Malappuram,
Kerala. Condolences to the bereaved
families. An ex-gratia of Rs 2 lakh
from PMNRF (Prime Minister’s
National Relief Fund) would be pro-
vided to the next of kin of each

deceased,” Modi was quoted as say-
ing in a tweet by the Prime Minister’s
Office.

Earlier, PK Kunhalikutty, an MLA
of the Indian Union Muslim League
(IUML), said the toll is expected to
go up as rescue operations continue.

“It is a very tragic and unfortunate
incident,” the former minister said.

Speaking to reporters from a gov-
ernment hospital near Tanur here, he
said overcrowding is believed to
have been the reason behind the ves-
sel capsizing. Boats are not supposed
to go out for rides after 6 pm but it is
believed that the rule was violated in
this case, he added.

Health Minister Veena George has
called an emergency meeting follow-
ing the accident to assess the situa-
tion, the state government said in a
statement.

George instructed that expert
treatment be ensured for the injured
and the post-mortem process sped
up so that the bodies can be released
quickly to the next of kin, the state-
ment said. The post-mortems will be
conducted at Tirur, Thirurangadi,
Perinthalmanna hospitals and
Mancheri Medical College by bring-
ing sufficient staff, including doc-
tors, from districts such as Thrissur
and Kozhikode, it said.

The minister has issued strict
instructions to conduct the post-
mortems from 6 am and, if possible,
at the private hospitals also where

some of the bodies have been kept,
according to the statement.

Speaking to reporters earlier,
Abdurahiman had said, “More vic-
tims are believed to be trapped
under the boat and have to be
brought out. The boat had over-
turned. The reason for it is not yet
known. The police will investigate
it.”

He is coordinating the rescue oper-
ations along with Tourism Minister
PA Mohamed Riyas.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
issued a statement condoling the
deaths and directed the district col-
lector to carry out a coordinated
emergency rescue operation.

Fire and police units, officials from
the Revenue and Health departments
and local residents from Tanur and
Tirur were involved in the rescue
operation, the statement said.

The Chief Minister’s Office said
Vijayan will visit the site on Monday.
According to the statement, Monday
has been declared a day of official
mourning and all government pro-
grammes stand postponed as a mark
of respect to the victims.

The incident occurred around 7
pm near an estuary close to the
Thoovaltheeram beach in Tanur, the
police said. Those rescued were
admitted to nearby private and gov-
ernment hospitals. The exact cause of
the accident is not known at present,
they added. (AGencies)

BENGALURU, MAY 8:
After watching the movie
'The Kerala Story',
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
national president JP
Nadda said that there is a
new type of terrorism
which is without ammuni-
tion, adding that the film
exposes "poisonous terror-
ism".

Nadda on Sunday, attend
a special screening of the
movie in the Garuda Mall,
Bengaluru where he is also
campaigning for the party
for the upcoming Assembly
polls. While talking to
reporters, Nadda said,
"There's a new type of ter-
rorism which is without
ammunition, 'Kerala Story'
exposes that poisonous ter-
rorism. This kind of terror-
ism isn't related to any state
or religion..."

Earlier, while addressing
a rally in poll-bound
Karnataka, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
'The Kerala Story' movie is
based on a terror conspira-
cy.

The Prime Minister said
that the film 'The Kerala

Story' shows the ugly truth
of terrorism and exposes
terrorists' design. He added
that the film is based on a
terror conspiracy.

"The Kerala Story' film is
based on a terror conspira-
cy. It shows the ugly truth
of terrorism and exposes
terrorists' design", the PM
said.

He also hit out at the
Congress party and said
that Congress has shielded

terrorism for the vote bank.
"Congress is opposing the

film made on terrorism and
standing with terror ten-
dencies. Congress has
shielded terrorism for the
vote bank", PM Modi said.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan earlier said
in a statement that the
movie was deliberately
made with the aim of creat-
ing communal polarisation
and spreading hate propa-

ganda against Kerala.
Meanwhile, Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said
that the newly released
movie has been made tax-
free in the state stating that
the 'The Kerala Story'
"exposes the conspiracy of
love Jihad, religious conver-
sion and terrorism."

Helmed by Sudipto Sen
and produced by Vipul
Amrutlal Shah, the film has
triggered a massive political
row with various leaders
reacting to the upcoming
movie.

'The Kerala Story' stars
Adah Sharma, Yogita
Bihani, Siddhi Idnani and
Sonia Balani in the lead
roles. The trailer of Sen's
film 'The Kerala Story' came
under fire as it claimed that
32,000 girls from the state
went missing and later
joined the terrorist group,
ISIS.

Faced with backlash the
makers then withdrew the
figure and called the movie
the story of three women
from Kerala, in its trailer
description.

"But nation saw them bleed for India...":
Sibal on Modi's "Shahi Parivar" remark

NEW DELHI, MAY 8: After
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi accused the Gandhi
family of advocating "seces-
sion" of Karnataka from
India, former Congress
leader Kapil Sibal on
Monday hit back stating
that the same 'shahi parivar'
bled for the country.

"PM said: Congress Shahi
Parivar wants Karnataka to
"secede" from India. But
Modiji: The nation saw
them "bleed" for India -
Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi. Is the NCERT
going to efface those facts
from textbooks?" Sibal who
is also a Rajya Sabha MP
tweeted on Monday.

Earlier on Sunday, step-
ping up his attack on the
Congress and setting the
stage for a showdown in
Karnataka, PM Modi in an
election rally at Nanjangud
in Mysuru district accused
the Congress' "Shahi

Parivar" of openly inciting
foreign powers to interfere.

"Congress's Shahi Parivar
(Royal family) has been

openly inciting foreign
powers to interfere and
secretly meeting foreign
diplomats who do not like
India in order to influence
the country's politics," he
said.

"When it comes to work-
ing against the interests of
India, the royal family of the

Congress party is at the
forefront. They openly
invite foreign powers to
influence the politics in

India. In this election,
Congress has said that they
want to protect the sover-
eignty of Karnataka. It
means that Congress is
advocating for Karnataka's
separation from India. The
disease of the 'Tukde Tukde'
gang will reach this high in
Congress, I had never

thought," he added.
He further accused the

Congress party of "insult-
ing" the Kannada freedom
fighters who participated in
India's freedom struggle."

"Congress has a history of
dividing brothers, making
states fight among them-
selves, and leaving no stone
unturned in inciting com-
munal violence. Whenever
Congress party comes to
power, the confidence of
terrorists and criminals gets
emboldened.

They are assured of being
protected by the Congress
party. We have seen how
Congress has repeatedly
come in support of terror-
ists," he said.

Campaigning for the
Karnataka Assembly polls
will end today.

Karnataka will go to
Assembly polls on May 10,
and the counting of votes
will be done on May 13.

Afghanistan's Taliban FM asks Pakistan
banned TTP to sit together for dialogue

ISLAMABAD, MAY 8: Afghanistan's
interim Taliban regime Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi has
asked Pakistan and the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) to
sit together for a dialogue, amid a
sharp increase in deadly attacks on
Pakistani security forces in recent
months.

"It is requested that Pakistan and
TTP sit together for dialogue,"
Muttaqi, who is here on a four-day
visit to Pakistan to attend bilateral and
trilateral dialogues, said while
addressing an event in Islamabad on
Monday, Geo News reported.

Pakistan had held several rounds
of talks - brokered by the Afghan
Taliban - with the TTP but the negoti-
ations failed last year after which the
militant group resumed terror activi-
ties. Pakistan has witnessed a surge in
TTP violence since the militant group

formally ended the ceasefire on
November 28.     The TTP has become
a thorny issue between Pakistan and
the Afghan Taliban.     Pakistan expect-
ed the Afghan Taliban to address its
concerns regarding the TTP after its
return to power in August 2021. But
contrary to the expectations, the TTP
attacks only went up.

The TTP, which has ideological link-
ages with the Afghan Taliban and is
also known as the Pakistan Taliban,
was set up as an umbrella group of
several militant outfits in 2007. Its
main aim is to impose its strict brand
of Islam across Pakistan.

The Afghan Taliban’s reluctance to
take on the TTP stemmed from its
fears that the group's fighters might
join Da’esh (Islamic State). Second, the
Afghan Taliban and the TTP share the
same ideology as they fought along-
side the US-led foreign forces.

Nevertheless, the two sides have been
trying to find a way out of the TTP
problem as it has threatened to under-
mine their future cooperation, accord-
ing to the paper.

Pakistan's Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif last month warned
Afghanistan's Taliban rulers about tar-
geting terrorist hideouts inside the
war-torn neighbouring country if the
latter were unable to rein in anti-
Pakistan militants. He had earlier said
that the banned TTP was using
Afghan soil for carrying out attacks in
Pakistan.

The TTP, which is believed to have
close links to al-Qaeda, has in the past
also threatened to target Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari if the
ruling coalition continued to imple-
ment strict measures against the mili-
tants. The TTP was set up as an
umbrella group of several militant
outfits in 2007. Its main aim is to
impose its strict brand of Islam across
Pakistan. The group has been blamed
for several deadly attacks across
Pakistan, including an attack on army
headquarters in 2009, assaults on mili-
tary bases and the 2008 bombing of the
Marriott Hotel in Islamabad. In 2012,
Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai was
attacked by TTP. She suffered bullet
injuries and was admitted to the
Military Hospital (CMH) Peshawar
and then taken to London for further
treatment. The TTP claimed responsi-
bility for the attack, saying that
Yousafzai was a "Western-minded
girl". In 2014, the Pakistani Taliban
stormed the Army Public School
(APS) in the northwestern city of
Peshawar, killing at least 150 people,
including 131 students.

Allen mall shooting suspect identified 
as 33-year-old man: Report

WASHINGTON, MAY 8:
The suspect in a mall shoot-
ing in Allen, Texas that left
eight people dead and
injured seven others on
Saturday (local time) has
been identified as 33-year-
old Mauricio Garcia, CNN
reported citing a senior law
enforcement source familiar
with the investigation.

Eight people were killed
and seven others were
injured after the shooting in
Allen on Saturday. The
gunman was killed by an
Allen Police Department
officer who was present in
the mall on an unrelated
call, according to police.
Investigators believe that
the gunman was acting
alone.

After being shot, the gun-
man appeared to be lying
on the ground with an AR-
15-style firearm nearby, as
per the news report. The
senior law enforcement
source said that Garcia had
at least one other weapon
on him in addition to the
AR-15-style weapon found
near him when he was fatal-
ly shot in front of the mall.
Police have also recovered
multiple weapons in his car.

Mauricio Garcia had been
living in some form of tran-
sient lodging, CNN report-
ed citing the law enforce-
ment source. The suspect
had been living in an
extended stay hotel in

Dallas, CNN cited The
Dallas Morning News
report.

Garcia had been living in
some form of transient
lodging, according to the
law enforcement source.

Authorities are investi-
gating whether the gunman
was motivated by right-
wing extremism, CNN cited
a senior law enforcement
source familiar with the
investigation.

Probing authorities have
not determined a specific
motive behind the mass
shooting in Allen.
However, the source said
the deceased suspect was
found with an insignia on
his clothing that read
"RWDS," CNN reported.

Authorities believe
RWDS may stand for "Right
Wing Death Squad".
Meanwhile, Allen Police
Department in a press
release said, "As of Sunday
morning, May 7, Medical

City McKinney was treating
four patients, one in fair
condition and three in criti-
cal condition. One patient
was transferred to Medical
City Plano, a Level I
Trauma Center, and is cur-
rently listed in fair condi-
tion. One patient was trans-
ferred to Medical City
Children's Hospital and is
in fair condition. A ninth
patient was treated at a dif-
ferent area hospital."

In the press release, Allen
Police Department said that
they are coordinating with
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and
Allen Premium Outlets on a
plan to reunite people with
any vehicles left at the
scene. It said that updates
regarding the effort will be
shared later. Allen Police
Department said that the
Texas Department of Public
Safety is now handling this
investigation.

Meanwhile, US President

Joe Biden again urged
Congress to pass legislation
banning assault weapons
and enacting universal
background checks after the
Texas shootout, according
to a statement released by
the White House.

"Once again I ask
Congress to send me a bill
banning assault weapons
and high-capacity maga-
zines. Enacting universal
background checks.
Requiring safe storage.
Ending immunity for gun
manufacturers. I will sign it
immediately. We need
nothing less to keep our
streets safe," Biden said in
the statement.

He said that federal, state,
and local law enforcement
are working closely togeth-
er to investigate the shoot-
ing incident in Texas. Biden
said that he has directed
federal agencies to provide
all needed support.

Giving details regarding
the shooting incident, Biden
said, "Yesterday, an
assailant in tactical gear
armed with an AR-15 style
assault weapon gunned
down innocent people in a
shopping mall, and not for
the first time. Such an attack
is too shocking to be so
familiar." He stated that
American communities
have suffered roughly 200
mass shootings already this
year.

"New type of terrorism which is without 

ammunition...": Nadda on 'The Kerala Story'
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PULWAMA, MAY 08: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Pulwama, Dr. Basharat
Qayoom today chaired a
meeting of the Multi
Departmental District Level
Task Force Committee for
Geology and Mining to dis-
cuss and review the status
of mineral mining in the
district.

Initially Additional
Deputy Commissioners,
Pulwama, Tral and
Awantipora apprised the
chair and participants about
the latest status of the min-
eral- mining scenario in the
district and gave some sug-
gestions for complete ban
on instances of illegal min-
ing.

Giving details, DMO
informed that a total of 10

mineral blocks have been e-
auctioned, 04 are opera-
tional and rest are awaiting
environmental clearance
from JKEIAA.

The DC while speaking
on the occasion, asked for

mapping of mineral mining
areas keeping in view the
impact assessment. He also
called for the need to
streamline the extraction of
minerals in the district.

He added that scientific

mechanisms in place should
be adhered to deal with the
issue of mining.

Outlining the importance
of the District level
Committee constituted for
the purpose, he impressed

upon the concerned to pre-
scribe SOPs and take all the
necessary steps needed for
enforcement of the same.
He emphasized submitting
reports about illegal mining
on a weekly basis and stern
action against those
involved in illegal mining in
the district.

The DC asked the mem-
bers of the District level
Task Force Committee to
work in close coordination
and liaison in the best inter-
est of checking illegal min-
ing in the district to control
this menace of illegal min-
ing from the district forever.

He further directed the
DMO to make a detailed
plan highlighting the role of
Police, Revenue, Forest,
Irrigation and Flood
Control departments so as
to check illegal mining,

transportation and dump-
ing of minerals in the dis-
trict.

DC also passed directions
to police to extend all possi-
ble support needed to the
checking squads of the dis-
trict for ensuring a blanket
ban on the instances of ille-
gal mining.

DMO was also directed to
establish Nakas/check
points at the sensitive
points to keep a strict and
close vigil on illegal trans-
portation and storage of
minerals.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy
Commissioners of
Pulwama, Tral and
Awantipora, ASP Pulwama,
ACR, DFO and DMO, rep-
resentatives from Irrigation,
Flood Control and other
concerned officers.

DC Pulwama reviews Mineral Mining Scenario in DLTFC meeting 
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RAJOURI, MAY 08: The District
Administration Rajouri, on the
directions of the Deputy
Commissioner, Vikas Kundal
today organised a mega pro-
gramme to mark World Red Cross
Day and World Thalassemia Day.

The event, held in the
Conference Hall of the PWD
Dakbunglow, witnessed a blood
donation camp. The camp was
jointly inaugurated by the Senior
Superintendent of Police, Amrit
Pal Singh and Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Rajeev Kumar
Khajuria. Twenty units of blood
were donated by volunteers to
contribute towards saving lives
and raising awareness about the
importance of blood donation.
Senior Superintendent of Police,
Amrit Pal Singh also donated
blood.

Later, scores of speakers
addressed the gathering, sharing
their insights and experiences on
Thalassemia disease and the

importance of blood donation.
They emphasised on the need to
raise awareness about
Thalassemia and provide support
to those affected by the disease.
Awareness on Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan was also imparted to the
participants on the occasion.

In his address, the Senior
Superintendent of Police high-
lighted the importance of World
Red Cross day and World
Thalassemia day. He also stressed
on the importance of blood dona-
tion, stating that it is a noble  act
that can save lives. He urged the

public to donate blood, as millions
of ailing people require blood and
there is no substitute for human
blood. The SSP also highlighted
the adverse effects of drug addic-
tion on individuals, families, and
society as a whole. He also enu-
merated a number of measures

being taken by the District
Administration and Police
Administration to curb the men-
ace of drug abuse from the society
and sought the active cooperation
from the public in this regard.
Speaking on the occasion,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Rajeev Kumar
Khajuria stressed the need to
adopt a collective approach
towards addressing health issues
like thalassemia, and stressed
upon the importance of creating
awareness and providing support
to those affected by the disease.

District Social Welfare Officer,
Wakeel Ahmed Bhatt also spoke
on the importance of raising
awareness about thalassemia,
drug abuse and blood donation
and urged everyone to work
together towards building a more
compassionate and supportive
society. Among the others present
at the event were ASP, Vivek
Shakhar; CMO, Dr Rajinder
Sharma; DIO, Narinder Kumar,
students and members of the civil
society.

AWARENESS ON NASHA MUKT BHARAT ABHIYAN ALSO IMPARTED
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KATHUA, MAY 8: District Red
Cross Society (DRCS) Kathua
today organised a mega program
here in Little Angels Hr Sec School
to mark the observance of World
Red Cross Day, which coincides
with the birth anniversary of
Henry Dunant, the founder of the
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) and the recipi-
ent of the first Nobel Peace Prize.  

To mark the day, a number of
activities including Inter-school
Symposium and Painting compe-
titions were held on the theme of
"Everything we do Comes from
the Heart" where.

The programme started with
offering of floral tributes to the
founder of the Red Cross by
Additional SP, Paramjeet Singh,
ADC, Deepika Rana and ACR,

Vishav Pratap Singh.
Participating Students threw

light on the working of the Red
Cross and how it works and
reaches out to the people in dis-

tress by volunteering efforts of the
people from all walks of life.

Highlighting the aims and
objectives of the Red Cross, they
said it works on seven predefined
principles viz humanity, impar-
tiality, neutrality, independence,
voluntary service, unity and uni-
versality. 

The Red Cross is engaged
worldwide in providing relief to
the poor, needy and those who fall
prey to Natural Calamities, acci-
dent victims and poor patients,
they said.

In the symposium, Ritesh Singh
& Samiksha Sharma of Little
Angel’s Hr Sec School Kathua
bagged first position, Preeti Saini

and Palak Devi of Govt Higher
Secondary School Nagri clinched
second and third position respec-
tively.  In Painting Competition,
Suresh Kumar of GHSS Nagri and
Reena Samanta of GGHSS Kathua
were adjudged first, while
Shradha Sharma of Little Angels
Hr Sec School and Vishal Sehgal
of GHSS Kathua were adjudged
second and Anurag of GHSS
Nagri was declared third.

Later, the Secretary RCS Kathua
O P Sharma administered a
pledge to all the participants.

The Principal Little Angels Hr
Sec School, Staff, students besides
other district and sectoral officers
were present on the occasion.

DRCS Kathua organises series of activities to mark World Red Cross Day 

Mega program organised to observe World Red
Cross and World Thalassemia Day in Rajouri 

ADHERENCE TO SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT OF MINING IS IMPERATIVE: DC
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SRINAGAR, MAY 08: The Indian Red
Cross Society, Jammu and Kashmir
chapter and its allied Regional and
District units today celebrated the
‘World Red Cross Day-2023’ to com-
memorate the birth anniversary of the
founder of the Red Cross Movement,
Sir Jean Henry Dunant. The theme for
this year’s ‘World Red Cross Day’ was
‘Everything we do comes #fromthe-
heart’. The main function was held at
Govt. Girls Higher Secondary School,
Kothibagh Srinagar. Qazi Sarwar,
Additional Commissioner, Kashmir
was Chief Guest of the event and
Shams Ud Din Bhat, Joint Director,
School Education Department was the
Guest of Honour. Members of the
Managing committee of IRCS, former
Secretaries of IRCS and different
Heads of Departments, representa-
tives of various NGOs, Life members,
staff, and volunteers of the Red Cross
attended the function.

In his address, the Chief Guest,
Qazi Sarwar highlighted the role of
the Red Cross Movement during dis-
asters. He said, “today’s world is in a
state of constant upheaval and perma-

nent crisis, but whatever the problem
– a natural hazard like fires, earth-
quakes, floods etc, the climate crisis,
conflict or migration – Red Cross staff
and volunteers are visible ambassa-
dors for peace and solidarity and
active players in shaping the future of
our communities and countries.

He said in these trying times, their
commitment and dedication, as first
responders and local actors, to allevi-
ating human suffering remains strong
and powerful.

Kifayat Hussain Rizvi, Former
General Secretary, Indian Red Cross
Society, Jammu and Kashmir in his
address said, World Red Cross Day is
the day to recognize the work of our
volunteers and staff who are on the
frontline responding to the growing
needs of communities affected by the
disasters.

He said they show kindness and
solidarity around the globe and pro-
vide hope and dignity in the midst of
despair. The incredible spirit of our
volunteers during this crisis is not
only a cause for admiration but also a
source of inspiration for others to get
involved too, he added.

Mohammad Shafi Rather,

Managing Committee Member and
Former Honorary General Secretary,
Indian Red Cross Society, Jammu and
Kashmir lauded the efforts of the Red
Cross during disasters. In his address,
he said that Red Cross volunteers are
always at the forefront during disas-
ters and there was a need to strength-
en the movement in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Rather also lauded the efforts of
various NGOs, Religious organisa-
tions who actively reach out to the
people with immediate help during
disasters, emergencies and exigencies.
Earlier, welcoming the Chief Guest
and other participants, G.A. Qureshi,
Honorary Treasurer, Indian Red
Cross Society, Jammu and Kashmir
said that ‘World Red Cross Day’ is a
time to celebrate the spirit of humani-
tarianism and recognize the individu-
als who make a difference in their
communities.

He said this year’s theme focuses on
foregrounding the volunteers of the
Red Cross and their contribution to
society. The description of the theme
is to highlight the universal, human,
and diverse aspects of the Red Cross
Movement by focusing on volunteers

Indian Red Cross Society, J&K 
celebrates 'World Red Cross Day' 
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KULGAM, MAY 08: The District Red Cross Committee
(DRCC) Kulgam today celebrated the World Red Cross
Day 2023 to commemorate the birth anniversary of the
founder of the Red Cross Movement, Sir Jean Henry
Dunant. The theme for this year’s World Red Cross Day
was ‘Everything we do come from the heart’ and the main
function was held at the mini-secretariat Kulgam which
was presided over by the Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Kulgam, Viqar Ahmed Girri.

Tehsildar Hq and other officers attended the pro-
gramme, besides students from various educational insti-
tutions also participated and highlighted the importance
of the day. Speaking on the occasion, the ADC highlight-
ed the historical background of the Red Cross and Red
cross movement which is a global humanitarian network
that operates in nearly every country around the world
and provides assistance and support to those in need dur-
ing emergencies, disasters, conflicts and other crises. He
said that the movement works to alleviate human suffer-
ing, protect human dignity and promote peace, health and
well-being. He added that the celebration of the day must
ignite commitment to work for the betterment and welfare
of the people and we all shall be ready to extend our help
and support to the people in need around us.

Tehsildar Hq, presented a brief on account of Red Cross
society Kulgam for the year 2022 and the assistance pro-
vided during the year 2022 under Red Cross.

DRCC Kulgam celebrates 

World Red Cross day; organizes

blood donation camp 
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BANDIPORA, MAY 07: The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Dr. Owais Ahmad on Sunday visited Razdan
Pass to inspect clearance work of snow and landslides
triggered by recent inclement weather conditions at some
spots situated on higher altitudes on Bandipora-Gurez
Road.

The DC was accompanied by officers from Border Road
Organization (BRO), Project Beacon and other concerned
officers from MED, Revenue besides others concerned.

Dr Owias expressed satisfaction over the clearance
works being undertaken and applauded the untiring
efforts of field staff of BEACON for working in such
harsh and inclement weather conditions to ensure con-
nectivity to Gurez Valley.

He further said that Road has been opened for two-way
traffic in a regulated manner with requisite precautions
and the same is being allowed after taking daily assess-
ment of road and weather conditions.

He further appealed commuters and tourists to embark
on the journey to/from Gurez only after ascertaining the
status of road from the District Control Room and follow
the advisories issued on a daily basis. 

DC Bandipora visits Razdan
Pass; inspects road clearance 

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, MAY 08: The Divisional Commissioner (Div
Com) Kashmir, Vijay Kumar Bidhuri today chaired a
meeting of Civil Administration Officers and Officers of
Indian Army from Chinar Corps for coordination regard-
ing the conduct of the Indian Army Recruitment Rally
scheduled to be held at Bakshi Stadium, Srinagar in Jun
2023. Army Recruiting Office, Srinagar had recently
announced the completion of the online common
entrance exam as the first filter in the modified recruit-
ment procedure for recruitment into the Indian Army
under the Agnipath Scheme. The meeting was also
attended by Mohammad Aijaz Asad, Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar, representatives from the Police
Department, Traffic Police Department, JK SED, JK BOSE,
JK BOTE, JK Sports Council, Medical, PWD officers from
the civil administration side and Officers of the Chinar
Corps and Army Recruiting Office, Srinagar from the
Indian Army side. While chairing the meeting, Div Com
assured of all support from the civil administration for
the smooth conduct of the recruitment rally which will
serve as a great employment opportunity to the youth of
Kashmir in the Indian Army which epitomizes the glori-
ous tradition in nation building.

Meanwhile, Div Com directed concerned departments
to make adequate security arrangements and other neces-
sary requirements to facilitate the aspirants and the
agency. 

Div Com Kashmir chair meeting regarding
Army Recruitment in Srinagar
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SHOPIAN, MAY 08: The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Faz Lul Haseeb today emphasized for regular
monitoring and inspection of Clinical establishments par-
ticularly USG clinics across the district to ensure working
of these clinical establishments as per standard norms.

The DC said this while chairing a meeting of the
District Advisory Committee (DAC), here. 

The committee discussed in detail the various provi-
sions of Pre- Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques Act, 1994 and status of registration of USG
clinics in the district.

On the occasion, the DC instructed for strict adherence
to the Act and installation of CCTVs at the USG clinics.

He also asked for conduct of massive and multi-media
awareness campaigns through visual, print and social
media across the district in order to give proper fillip to
the cause. CMO, MS, DH, DIO, DSWO, BMOs, concerned
specialists and other concerned attended the meeting. 

DC Shopian for conducting regular 
inspection of USG Clinics across district 
Holds DAC meeting, finalizes Action Plan for 

effective implementation of PC&PNDT Act
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SRINAGAR, MAY 08: The Chief Education Officer (CEO)
Srinagar, Mohammad Shabir Khatana has advised teach-
ers, officers and other officials of Srinagar district for
increasing efficiency and doing smart work so that quality
education could be imparted to all the students reading in
different schools, here.  In a communiqué issued here in
this regard, the CEO advised the concerned that they must
know the importance of their profession/cadre or work for
the department or for the society and must be sufficient
expert in proper thinking and decision making. 

He said they must have full knowledge of their ability,
capability and capacity and equal knowledge to use all
these factors  for performing the legitimate duties in a most
efficient and excellent manner. The CEO said that they
must have full knowledge of their weak areas and equal
knowledge to improve all such weaknesses. Besides, they
must be experts to plan work/duties in an efficient manner
and become equal experts to implement the planning. He
advised them to be a continuous learner and try to learn
new methods, techniques and innovative skills, and ideas
required for performing duties in an excellent manner. The
CEO said that they must have the ability to seek co-opera-
tion of juniors and equal ability to cooperate with seniors
and superiors besides, be an epitome of patience and toler-
ance, and motivate juniors for doing smart work or for per-
forming some duties up to the satisfaction.

CEO Sgr advises for imparting 
quality education & maintaining

ethics in Srinagar schools
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JAMMU, MAY 08: Divisional
Commissioner Jammu, Ramesh
Kumar today inaugurated 3-Day
Induction Training for
Chairpersons and Members of the
Child Protection Committee con-
stituted under Child Protection,
Juvenile Justice Act 2015 and
POCSO Act 2012. The Induction
Training programme has been
organised by the Department of
Mission Vatsalya, Directorate of
Social Welfare in Collaboration
with UNICEF.

In his inaugural address, the
Div Com focused on the Child
Protection Rights and effective
working of CWCs to extend

instantaneous protection to the
children facing certain crisis.

The Child Welfare Committees

have been constituted in all the
districts of J&K and the Div Com
said that these will act as the

guardian of the child rights and
play a very significant role in
ensuring the welfare of the chil-
dren in need. He appealed to the
stakeholders to exhibit their best
to implement the  Juvenile Justice
Act and Rules, 2021 & 2022 for
child protection in their respective
districts.

Bhawni Rakwal (Secretary,
Social Welfare) also laid emphasis
on child Protection to stop the
child abuse prevailing in the soci-
ety in different manifestations.
The formal vote of thanks was
presented by Davinder Katoch,
Joint Director Mission Vatsalya
and Mamta Rajput (District Child
Protection officer). Resource
Person, Dr. Ruchi Sinha (Centre

for Criminology & Justice school
of social work TISS) focused on
understanding child rights.

Anant Asthana (Lawyer Child
Rights) discussed child Protection
and rights. The proceedings of the
event were conducted by Dr.
Sunali Sharma (Programme offi-
cer, Mission Vatsalya) Priyanka
Singh (Administrative Head of
One Stop Centre).

Prominent among others those
who attended the Training
Programme were Tanveer Dar
(Child Protection Specialist), Arti
Gupta (ICDS Supervisor), Sahil
Hans (Programme officer SARA),
Abhishek, Sakshi Sharma, Neelam
Devi, (Data Entry Operator,
Mission Vatsalya).

Div Com Jammu inaugurates 3-Day Induction Training programme for
Chairpersons, Members of Child Protection Committees 
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SRINAGAR, MAY 8: Impressive
awareness rallies on “Women
Empowerment” were organized
by the students of various educa-
tional institutions across Kashmir
valley today to commemorate
250th birth anniversary of Raja
Rammohun Roy, the father of
Modern India.

These rallies were jointly organ-
ized by the Department of
Libraries & Research, J&K and the
School Education Department,
J&K under the aegis of Raja
Rammohun Roy Library
Foundation (RRRLF), Ministry of
Culture, Govt of India.

The fundamental objective of
organising these rallies is to make

aware the society, especially
women, about women empower-
ment, their rights and promoting
women’s sense of self-worth, their
ability to determine their own
choices, and their right to influ-
ence social change for themselves
and others. The main function was
organized at Govt Higher
Secondary School, Humhama
Budgam which was addressed by
the Director, School Education
Kashmir, Tassaduq Hussain Mir.
Addressing the function, Director
School Education Kashmir said
that for women's empowerment,
the most basic thing is education,
as education empowers a person
to know what to do, what is right,
and what decision to take.

He urged the students to not

only look for empowerment but
strive to go for the best and give
their best. He maintained that in
today's competitive world, smart-
ness is a new beauty- our bookish
knowledge is not taking us any-
where if we are not practical in
what we learn, he said.

The Director School Education
Kashmir appreciated the staff and
students of GBHSS Humhama for
organizing such an impressive
programme encompassing major
aspects of the women empower-
ment.  Deputy Director, Libraries
& Research Kashmir, Sheikh
Zahoor, Chief Education Officer
Budgam, Romana Qazi, Principal
GBHSS Humhama, Samiya
Geelani, officials of the
Department of Libraries &

Research, staff members of
GBHSS Humhama and a large
number of students participated
in the programme.

The speakers including officials
and the students enumerated the
tremendous contribution of Raja
Rammohun Roy in the making of
modern India and his continued
struggle for women’s right to
equality in society. They also
spoke in detail about the life histo-
ry of Raja Rammohun Roy and the
sacrifices made by him against all
social evils during the 19th and
the 20th century. The speakers
emphasized that India will be
empowered in the true sense only
with equal participation of
women in all developmental and
socio-economic activities.

A similar function was organ-
ized at Govt Girls Higher
Secondary Institution, Chanapora
Srinagar which was addressed by
the Principal of the Institute,
Samina Wani, staff members and
the students.  The students later
took out rallies, carrying placards
on women empowerment, and
marched through various parts of
the city. 

Due to freaky weather and
incessant downpour, similar ral-
lies scheduled to be organized at
Govt Girls Model Higher
Secondary Institution, Ranibagh
Anantnag and the Govt Higher
Secondary School Nehama were
postponed today and shall be now
organized tomorrow on 9 May
2023.

Education fundamental to women's emancipation: Tassaduq Mir
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DODA, MAY 08:  To mark World
Red Cross Day 2023, a series of
activities were today held across
the District Doda, including Blood
donation camps, free Medical/
Consultation camps, Awareness
programmes in the health and
educational institutions, aware-
ness Rallies, free eye screening
camps and other activities. The
theme of this year's World Red
Cross Day is “Everything we do
comes #from the heart.” 

The main event was held in the
Govt. Higher Secondary School
(Boys) Doda to highlight the
importance and activities of

District Red Cross Society   and
role of Red Cross organisation in
serving humanity across the
globe. The day is also observed to
pay tribute to Jean Henry Dunant,
the founder of the Red Cross
Society. Chairman District Red
Cross Society,  Vishesh Mahajan

inaugurated the programme
which witnessed debate and
painting competitions, sympo-
siums and speeches.

Vishesh Mahajan, also inaugu-
rated blood donation camps at
Associated Hospital GMC and
Sub District Hospital Bhaderwah. 

A free testing and consultation
for Breast Cancer, organised by
the American Oncology Institute
in association with World Cancer
Care, was also held in SDH
Bhaderwah.  The free medical/
consultation camp on breast can-
cer at Sub district Hospital
Bhaderwah. ADC Bhadrrwah Ch
Dil Mir, Additional SSP
Bhaderwah Kameshwer Puri,
CMO Doda, Dr Hamid Zargar,
BDC Chairpersons, DDC
Councillors and others were also
present. A free Eye screening
camp was also held at Associated
Hospital GMC Doda on the day.

Earlier, the DC and other
officers and participants partici-

pated and took the Red Cross
pledge at GHSS Boys Doda. A
rally of students on the Red Cross
Day was also flagged off by DC,
which passed throughout the
Doda town and culminated back
at Boys GHSS Doda.  

Highlighting the importance of
World Red Cross Day, the DC
urged upon the youngsters to vol-
unteer for the humane cause and
develop in them the principles of
universality, impartiality, love,
care, and sympathy. He himself
donated the blood along with
ACR Doda Sanjeev Kumar, Police,
and para military personnel at the
blood bank of Associated Hospital
GMC Doda.

World Red Cross Day: DC Doda leads Blood donation; Inaugurates 
series of Awareness programmes; flags of awareness Rally  

STUDENTS RALLY TO CREATE AWARENESS ON WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

COMMEMORATING 250TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF RAJA RAMMOHUN ROY

JI NEWS SERVICE

KUPWARA, MAY 8: On the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara, Dr. Doifode Sagar Dattatray,
various officers including SDM Karnah, Revenue
Officers, Horticulture/Agriculture Officers and field staff
today visited various rain/hailstorm affected areas of the
district for assessment of the damages caused to the
orchards. 

SDM Karnah conducted an extensive tour of the village
Nawagabra, Churkungi to take stock of the position due
to inclement weather. He also interacted with local peo-
ple and inspected educational institutions in the area.

The Chief Horticulture Officer visited various areas
including Gugloosa and Shumnag for assessment of dam-
ages caused to the recent hailstorm in the villages.

It is important to mention that Deputy Commissioner
Kupwara has already directed Tehsildars, Revenue offi-
cials and field functionaries to visit their respective areas
and assess the losses occurred to agriculture/ horticul-
ture fields and other properties due to heavy rainfall and
hailstorm in the district and directed them to furnish the
report within three days for further process. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

KUPWARA, MAY 8: On the eve of International Red
Cross Day, the Additional Deputy Commissioner (ADC)
Handwara, Nazir Ahmad Mir today inaugurated the
Blood Donation Camp at Environment Hall Handwara.
The camp was conducted by Indian Red Cross Society in
collaboration with District Administration, Army &
Police. BDC Chairman Langate, Town Commander and
SHO Handwara were present on the occasion. During the
blood donation camp, ADC Handwara, BDC Chairman
Langate, SHO Handwara, army troops, police personnel
and media persons donated their blood.

The ADC appreciated the initiative and said that such
programmes are the need of the hour and everyone
should come forward to lend a helping hand by donating
blood to save precious lives.

In Kupwara, the Youth Services & Sports department
conducted an awareness programme at Boys Higher
Secondary School Kupwara in which a large number of
students participated.

During the programme, the speakers highlighted the
importance of the International Red Cross Day which
promotes mutual understanding, friendship, cooperation
and lasting peace amongst all people. 

International Red Cross
Day observed at Kupwara 

INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS

JI NEWS SERVICE

PULWAMA, MAY 08: The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Pulwama, Dr Basharat Qayoom today held an interactive
meeting with media persons of the district, here.

At the outset, the representatives from the print and
electronic media based in the district raised issues of pub-
lic importance. Speaking on the occasion, DC said that
media is a significant pillar of the democracy for deliver-
ance of transparent and accountable governance to peo-
ple. He urged Media persons to play pivotal roles in
nation building and bringing positive change more
vibrantly and vigorously. Dr Basharat said District
Administration is always available and accessible for
coordination with all stakeholders who are directly or
indirectly engaged in promoting positivity, peace and
wellbeing of people.

He added that media is the connecting link between the
people and government and it is the prerogative of the
media fraternity to share responsibility in spreading pos-
itivity and creation of good will.

He further added that the media has a vital role in
countering fake and false news besides highlighting the
Govt welfare schemes and flagship programs.

DC Pulwama holds interactive

session with Media persons
Urges them to play role in nation building & 

positive change more vibrantly and vigorously

Several officers of District Admin
Kupwara undertake field visits

JI NEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, MAY 08: Department of
Forest, Ecology & Environment,
District Kathua, in collaboration with
District Administration Kathua, organ-
ised an awareness rally here today as a
part of one Month long “LiFE Mission
Campaign-2023”.

The rally was attended by about 300
participants consisting of students,
Youth and staff of the Forest
Department. Speaking on the occasion,
DFO Kathua, Khalid Amin Mehta &
Wild Life Warden Kathua Vijay Kumar
Verma, highlighted the “LiFE Mission
Campaign” announced by the Prime
minister of India Sh. Narendra Modi.
They said it focuses on bringing indi-
vidual behaviors at the forefront of the
global climate action narrative. They
underlined that Mission LiFE inspires
us to do all that can be done in our
daily life to protect the environment
and believes that the environment can

be protected by making changes in our
lifestyle. All the participants were
encouraged to contribute in the cam-
paign with their respective capacities
by adopting simple changes in their life
which eventually will have a positive
effect on the health of the environment.
Further, it was informed that a month-
long action plan has been formulated
under the campaign wherein various
activities shall be organised through-
out the district by all the wings of the
Forest Department under the guidance
of HODs of all the wings of Forest
Department and under the overall

supervision of Principal Secretary to
Govt. Deptt. of Forest, Ecology &
Environment. A Lifestyle for the
Environment (LiFE) Pledge by commit-
ting to consciously participate in taking
up the environmental lifestyle and
inculcate long term environment-
friendly habits was also taken by all the
participants before the start of the rally.
The Vote of thanks was given by DFO
Billawar Vivek Modi. The programme
was attended by Munish Bhardwaj
DFO Social Forestry, Kathua and other
officers/ officials of all the wings of the
Forest Department. 

Forest Department Kathua kick-starts
month long LiFE Mission Campaign   

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, MAY 08: The NSS Wing of Gandhi Memorial
College in collaboration with the Department of Botany
and Environmental Sciences today organized an awareness
campaign on the preservation of wetlands in Jammu and
Kashmir. In this connection a rally was taken from the col-
lege campus to Brari Nambal, Baba Dem Srinagar. 20 NSS

volunteers took part in the rally.
Students raised the slogans of ‘Save Water, Save Life’ and
‘Save Wetlands, Save Kashmir’ at Brari Nambal, Baba Dem
Srinagar. 
The rally was flagged-off by NSS Coordinator, Professor
Abida Manzoor. In her speech, she exhorted upon the stu-
dents to be the torch bearers of making society aware about
the importance of preserving our wetlands.

NSS unit of Gandhi Memorial College organizes
Awareness campaign on 'Preservation of Wetlands' 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: The Red Cross unit of Padma Shri
Padma Sachdev Government PG College For Women,
Gandhi Nagar, in collaboration with college IQAC organ-
ised a poster making competition on the topic - “Organ
donation” in the college Smart Class Room to celebrate
World Red Cross Day .

Dr Shalini Sharma, Convenor of the Red Cross Unit
presented the formal welcome address. She apprised the
students about this year’s World Red Cross day theme
“Everything we do Comes #from heart”. She emphasised
on the celebration of this day with the spirit of humani-
tarianism and to recognise the individuals who make dif-
ference in their communities. Prof.Minu Mahajan,
Principal of the college applauded the Red Cross Unit for
sensitising the students on such issues of social relevance.

Prof Anuradha Gandotra (HOD, Food Science), Prof.
Mala Bhasin (HOD, Botany) and Dr Yash Paul Sharma
(Convenor, IQAC) were the esteemed jury members of
the event. About 10 (Ten) students participated in the
competition. Ms.Nancy Devi (B.A Sem-2nd),  Ms.Abia
Gupta (B. A Sem- 2nd), and  Ms. Preeti Kalsi (B.Sc Sem-
2nd) were adjudged 1st, 2nd and 3rd winner respective-
ly. 

‘The winners were awarded with certificates.
Prof.Eisha Gohil, Prof. Nesha, Dr. Ashok Kumar and Dr
Suraj Mohani Jamwal (Organising committee members)
were also present during the event.

World Red Cross Day: PSPS GCW Gandhi
Nagar conducts poster making competi-

tion on Organ donation

JI NEWS SERVICE

SHOPIAN, MAY 08: The District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Shopian, Faz Lul Haseeb today
chaired a meeting of District Level Committee on Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) at Shopian, here. At the outset, the
chair was informed about the implementation status of
the ambitious Jal Jeevan Mission in the district.

DDC Shopian chairs meeting of DLC on JJM
COMMITTEE APPROVES ALLOTMENT OF 05 WORKS 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
I sachin sharma s/o Romesh Sharma R/o Jammu, my father

has wrongly been written in my certificate Ramesh Sharma

instead of Romesh Sharma. Now i am applying for the cor-

rection for the same above said. Objection if any may be

conveyed to JKBOSE within 15 days from the publication of

this notice.

SYDNEY: Allrounder
Daniel Sams has opted not
to take a state contract
with New South Wales to
explore further opportuni-
ties in the T20 franchise
world.
Sams, who plays for
Sydney Thunder in the
BBL, has had 10 T20Is for
Australia, the most against
England shortly before
last year's World Cup, and
is currently with Lucknow
Super Giants in the IPL
where he has yet to make
an appearance. He will
join Essex for the T20 Blast
and return to Trent
Rockets for the Hundred.
He made five Marsh Cup
one-day appearances for
NSW last season but has
not played first-class crick-
et since 2018. Sams' deci-
sion follows Kane
Richardson's omission
from Queensland's con-
tract list.
"When he's in the state he
will still be invited to train
and participate on our
white-ball program," new
head coach Greg Shipperd
said. "The door is never
shut for anyone in his
position and with his tal-
ent."
A player going in the
opposite direction is all-
rounder Chris Green who

has previously been con-
sidered a T20 specialist
but was named NSW's
Sheffield Shield player of
the season for 2022-23. He
claimed 20 wickets and
scored 290 runs in six
matches including nine
wickets on his first-class
debut.
As previously announced,
Jackson Bird has signed
for the state from
Tasmania while top-order
batter Blake MacDonald
and pace bowler Ross
Pawson have earned their
first contracts.
MacDonald scored a half-
century on his Shield
debut in the final game of
last season against South

Australia having earlier
made an unbeaten 177
against West Indies for a
combined NSW and ACT
XI.
Joel Davies, who was
Australia's Under-19 cap-
tain last season, has been
handed a rookie contract
and joins his brother
Ollie at the state.
"With the additions of
Jackson and Chris we get
some experience from
guys with well docu-
mented credentials,"
Greg Mail, NSW's chief
of cricket performance,
said. "Both Blake and
Ross have deserved their
contracts through sheer
weight of runs and wick-

ets at Premier Cricket
and Second Xl level.
Their contracts show that
when players consistent-
ly perform at that level,
we will look at those per-
formances positively.
"Joel Davies is a very tal-
ented young player with
a high ceiling in the
game. He is a genuine all-
rounder who is also a
brilliant fielder and
leader and someone we
are very excited to see
develop further."
Trent Copeland (retired)
and Mickey Edwards
(moved to the UK) drop
off the list while Sean
Abbott is added to those
with a CA deal. Batter

Lachlan Hearne was not
offered a contract, while
rookie Liam Doddrell
also missed out with the
number of contracts
available reduced under
the new MOU.
It was confirmed on
Sunday that Greg
Shipperd would be the
new coach of the NSW
men's set-up.
New South Wales men's
contracts 2023-24 Sean
Abbott (CA), Jackson
Bird, Pat Cummins (CA),
Joel Davies (R), Oliver
Davies, Ben Dwarshuis,
Jack Edwards, Matthew
Gilkes, Chris Green,
Ryan Hackney, Ryan
Hadley, Liam Hatcher,
Josh Hazlewood (CA),
Moises Henriques, Baxter
Holt, Daniel Hughes,
Hayden Kerr, Nathan
Lyon (CA), Blake
Macdonald, Blake
Nikitaras, Jack Nisbet
(R), Kurtis Patterson,
Ross Pawson, Will
Salzmann (R), Jason
Sangha, Tanveer Sangha,
Lachlan Shaw (R), Steven
Smith (CA), Mitchell
Starc (CA), Chris Tremain,
Hunar Verma (R), David
Warner (CA), Adam
Zampa (CA)

Daniel Sams opts for T20 route, Chris
Green earns New South Wales contract

Green was the Sheffield Shield player of the season having only made his debut in December

MUMBAI : Ravi Shastri
believes Rohit Sharma's
challenges as captain of
Mumbai Indians "have
doubled" in the past two
years, leading to poor
returns as a team.
"The resources that you
had two or three years ago
isn't quite the same. The
challenges as a captain
might have doubled for
him. The work as a captain
would have doubled as
opposed to two years ago
when everything was nice,
set - go out there and do
the job," Shastri said about
Rohit's captaincy on
ESPNcricinfo's Ravi &
Raunak programme.
"And then comes the chal-
lenge of how do you get
them [the team] going,
how do you motivate that
bunch, how do you create
a combination, how do
you see who is the best in
that lot to fit in and deliver
at a certain stage of the

game." It's a period in
which they have lost play-
ers who formed their core
in the glory years, there
have been retirements, and
injuries to key players.
With two new teams com-
ing in as the IPL became a
ten-team tournament from
2022, Hardik Pandya and
Krunal Pandya went to
Gujarat Titans and
Lucknow Super Giants,
respectively. Lasith
Malinga retired from all
formats of the game before
that, in 2021, while Kieron
Pollard also called time on

his international and IPL
career last year. They did
get Jofra Archer at the
mega auction but he
couldn't play last year
because of injury, and is
still finding his feet in IPL
2023. Jasprit Bumrah was
then ruled out of IPL 2023,
throwing a spanner in
Mumbai's plans of
unleashing the pace duo
together. They do have
Ishan Kishan and
Suryakumar Yadav from
the old core in the mix, but
the rest of the line-up is a
new one from MI's point

of view.
Rohit is the most success-
ful captain in the history of
the IPL, having led MI to
five titles - the highest in
the IPL - in 2013, 2015,
2017, 2019 and 2020.
However, they had their
worst seasons last year,
when they finished last on
the table with just four
wins in 14 games. They
lost their first two games
this season as well before
stringing a few wins, and
currently sit sixth on the
table. The dip in results
has coincided with Rohit
losing form. He scored 268
runs in IPL 2022 without a
single half-century, with
an average of 19.14 and
strike rate of 120.17.
Rohit's 2023 is going no
better: in ten innings, he
has scored 184 runs at
18.39 and a strike rate of
126.89. This includes two
ducks.
There have been calls for
Rohit to take a step back.
Sunil Gavaskar recently
suggested that Rohit
"needs a little break" and
should return refreshed
for the last stage of the

IPL's league phase and the
World Test Championship
final. Tom Moody, speak-
ing on ESPNcricinfo's T20
Time:Out recently, noted
that Rohit has looked a bit
"mentally fatigued".
Shastri agreed that not
being in form with the bat
has affected Rohit's cap-
taincy as well.
"If you start getting on a
purple patch where you
are scoring runs, the job as
a captain becomes much
easier, the body language
on the field changes, that
energy on the field is dif-
ferent as opposed to when
you are not getting runs.
You can go flat no matter
who you are," Shastri said.
"That's where, as a captain,
it is more important that
your performances come
into play. It is harder now
because of the stage of his
career, the kind of team
that they have.
"The same team could be a
terrific team in a year's
time or two years' time,
once they start gelling
together. But to get that
right mix, that's the job of
the captain."

Shastri on Rohit: 'You can go flat
no matter who you are'

SYDNEY : Kurtis Patterson will not be
New South Wales Sheffield Shield captain
next season with incoming coach Greg
Shipperd hoping a return to the ranks will
help revive his batting.

Patterson, who played two Tests for
Australia in 2019, took on the NSW role
ahead of the 2021-22 season when he
replaced Peter Nevill. They finished fourth
in the Shield that season before ending bot-
tom last summer with Patterson dropped
for the final match against South Australia.

Overall he averaged 29.78 last season
with one century and scored just two hun-
dreds during his time as captain.

Since his brief Test appearances, where
he made a century in his second outing
against Sri Lanka in Canberra, Patterson
has struggled to make runs consistently
with just three first-class hundreds in the
next four seasons.

"That was a disappointing finish for the
season for Kurtis," Shipperd said. "I've had
contact with him today and we've identi-
fied some areas of his game and thinking.
Losing the captaincy will allow him to con-
centrate fully on performing at his best.

"You can get consumed by captaincy
and he gave it a terrific shot I've got to say
while I was there, it was team first and him
second. We can flip that balance around
next season and make sure we get him
back playing as well as he's ever played."

Moises Henriques stepped in as captain
the final Shield game of last season but

Shipperd said he and Greg Mail, NSW's
head of performance, still needed to work
through who would take the role perma-
nently.

"That's a really important discussion to
have," he said. "We do have some candi-
dates that I think could comfortably do the
job so it's about when I get up to Sydney
next, sitting down with Greg and the team
and those candidates and make sure we
get the best decision out of it."

More broadly, Shipperd acknowledged
it was the batting that really needed to lift
for NSW although he had been encour-
aged by some late-season performances
from younger players Ryan Hackney, Jack
Edwards and Blake MacDonald - the latter
earning his first contract. However, of
those to play more than three matches, all-
rounder Chris Green topped the averages
at 41.42.

"It's a complicated judgement when you
are just looking at figures," Shipperd said.
"I, like others, was a little bit alarmed that
our younger batting group were tracking
along in the mid-20s as averages.

"In my discussions with the players I
was quite frank in terms of suggesting that
success in first-class level is averaging
above 40 with the capacity to have an out
season and averaging over 60. So setting
the bar quite high for those players and it
was pleasing that four of them in response
in the back end of the season averaged
over 40, but that's just the start."

JAIPUR : A last-ball six to
overhaul a target of 215
and keep Sunrisers
Hyderabad's play-off
hopes alive could be "the
turning point" in Abdul
Samad's young career,
according to his ex-coach
Tom Moody.

Samad is only 21 but is
already in his fourth IPL
season, and has found
himself in and out of the
Sunrisers team this year.
By his own admission, he
"got lucky" when Sandeep
Sharma's overstep on what
should have been the last
ball of the game granted
him a second chance, but
he took full advantage in
drilling the free hit back
over his head for six to
clinch a win for his side.

Thirty-one games into
his IPL career, Samad is
averaging just 18.63 but
has scored his runs at a
strike rate of 136.67. He is
also among a rare group of

players who have hit more
sixes (21) than fours (20) in
the league - a statistic
which underlines his
power.

"What Abdul Samad has
got as a young, emerging
player is a rare ability to hit
the ball out of the ground,"
Moody, who worked with
Samad in 2021 and 2022,
said on ESPNcricinfo's T20
TimeOut show. "He
reminds me of a young
Yusuf Pathan. He's got that
strength, power, and it's a
very hard role to play. "I
hope that it gives the man-
agement and the franchise
confidence that they have
got the right person,
because that is the hardest
part. Forget about the play-
er having confidence, you
need the organisation -
wherever you are - to have
confidence in you, and I
think if you look at his
erratic selection over the
last two years, I think that

hopefully this is the turn-
ing point for him."

Samad was unable to get
Sunrisers over the line in
their narrow defeat to
Kolkata Knight Riders on
Thursday night, falling in
the final over of the game
for 21 off 18 balls. Hemang
Badani, Sunrisers' batting
coach, said that Samad had
taken responsibility for the
defeat and "stayed strong"
in the aftermath.

"Let me start off by say-
ing I have to give full
marks to Samad," Badani
said, "because he was the
first one to come up to me
after the previous game
and said, 'I should have
finished the game.'

"He took ownership of it,
and said with nine off six
balls, more often than not,
batters in the middle
would finish games for
their side, and he didn't
finish it and he was a little
unhappy about it. 

Moody: This innings could be the
turning point in Samad's career

Kurtis Patterson to be replaced as New
South Wales Sheffield Shield captain



C M

Y B

C M

Y B

JINDRAH IMAGESJAMMU | TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023            NEWS12

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR MAY 08:- To mark
the World Red Cross Day 2023,
the District Red Cross
Committee in collaboration
with District Administration
Srinagar organised an impres-
sive function here at SP Higher
Secondary School on Monday. 

Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz
Asad, who is also the
Chairman of District Red Cross
Committee was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.

Besides Additional District
Development commissioner,
Zahoor Ahmad Mir,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Syed Shabir
Ahmad, Principal SP Higher
Secondary School, SDM East,
Murtaza Ahmad, SDM West,
Primroze Bashir, HOD
Community Medicine, GMC,

Dr Saleem,  Chief Education
Officer, Mohammad Shabir,
Tehsildar Recovery Srinagar,
Dr Irtiza, Deputy CEO, Anjum
Raja, the programme was
attended by the large gathering
of the Students and Staff of the
School.  Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy
Commissioner said celebrating
the World Red Cross Day is an

important reminder to recog-
nise and pay tribute to the peo-
ple in our communities who
are always ready to provide
help to those in need, often
without receiving any
acknowledgment or apprecia-
tion.  

The DC also highlighted the
role and contribution of volun-
teers of Red Cross Society for

their selfless services during
natural calamities, accidents
and other emergencies and
serving humanity irrespective
of colour, caste, creed and reli-
gion. While citing several
examples set by
volunteers/youth during
Floods of 2014, Covid-19 and
other natural calamities to save
and protect human lives, the
DC stressed on promoting vol-
unteerism from the very begin-
ning to infuse spirit of sympa-
thy among masses particularly
in youth. The DC said impor-
tance of humanitarian move-
ment through Red Cross like
volunteer campaigns is the
need of the hour to prepare the
young generations to face any
natural calamity/exigency and
strengthen the humanitarian
network to ensure effective res-
cue operations.  Highlighting
the role of District Red Cross

Society in offering help, care,
and life-saving services to peo-
ple during disasters. He lauded
their dedication, compassion,
courage while helping the
needy in the hour of crises.

During the programme, stu-
dent speakers also spoke on the
occasion and highlighted the
importance of celebrating
World Red Cross Day.

Later, the Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar felici-
tated the participating
Students, Volunteers and oth-
ers through cash prizes, com-
mendation certificates and tro-
phies to acknowledge their
services for the noble cause.

Pertinent to mention that the
World Red Cross day is being
celebrated every year to com-
memorate the birth anniver-
sary of the founder of the Red
Cross Movement, Sir Jean
Henry Dunant. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

SAMBA, MAY 08: The third leg of “Kisan Sampark
Abhiyan”- under Holistic Agriculture Development
Program (HADP) was conducted across   Samba district
to familiarise the farmers about HADP and other central
schemes for development of agriculture and allied activ-
ities.   The outreach initiative was launched by the
Agriculture Production Department J & K Govt on April
24,2023 which shall continue till August 31, 2023.

During the third phase, the farmers orientation is being
organized at nine venues at panchayat level ( Panchayat
Naran, Supwal, Sarna, Madoon, Palli, Lagwal, Deon,
Bagla Suchani and Goran) of all the nine blocks of the
District Samba.  On the Day One today, 357 farmers
attended the orientation program and baseline data of all
the participating farmers was captured on spot.  During
the outreach program, videos on various UT /CSS proj-
ects / schemes were shown to the farmers by the
resource persons from agriculture and allied sectors to
encourage them to increase their occupational produc-
tion and simultaneously adopt the new marketing mod-
ules so as to raise themselves from the level of a simple
farmer to the level of an entrepreneur. Besides, the dis-
trict Heads of the Agriculture and the allied sectors and
Prabhari Officers also visited various venues to  monitor
the orientation events.

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR MAY 08:- In
Connection with celebrations of
‘World Red Cross Day’, District
Red Cross Society Srinagar in
collaboration with the Health
Department Monday organised
a Blood Donation Camp within
the premises of DC Office
Complex which was inaugurat-
ed by Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Srinagar, Mohammad

Aijaz Asad who is also the
Chairman District Red Cross
Society.

Chief Medical officer,
Srinagar, Dr Jameel Ahmad,
other senior Health functionar-
ies, volunteers, Officials of DC
Office and members of District
Red Cross Society were present
on the occasion.

During the Camp, about 50
participants including Officials
of the DC Office, Srinagar, Red

Cross Volunteers and local peo-
ple voluntarily donated the
blood.

Speaking on this occasion, the
DC urged people to donate
blood voluntarily as it is a great
service to humanity and helps
in saving precious lives. He
said that our single drop of
blood can save precious lives
and we should participate in
such programmes for safe-
guarding humanity.

While lauding the contribu-
tion of Blood Donation
Volunteer, Shabir Hussain
Khan of Srinagar, who also
donated blood on the occasion
and has already donated blood
more than 180 times, the DC
stressed that every healthy per-
son should come forward and
donate their blood for this
noble cause to increase the
blood capacity in our health
system. Congratulating Blood

Donors, Volunteers and mem-
bers of District Red Cross
Society, the DC urged upon
people to come forward for
blood donation and said that
the Administration highly rec-
ognizes and appreciates the
selfless service of the blood
donors for the entire society.

The process of Blood
Donation camp was conducted
by the Health team of JLNM
Hospital Rainawari.

Kisan Sampark Abhiyan Phase -3
takes off in Samba District

District Admin Srinagar organizes programme at SP Higher
Secondary School to celebrate World Red Cross Day

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08:
Deputy Commissioner
Jammu, Avny Lavasa
today attended Nasha
Mukht Bharat Abhiyan
here at Marh which was
organised to spread
awareness about the perils
of drug abuse among peo-
ple in general and youth
in particular .

BDC Chairman Marh,
Surinder Kumar; SDM
Marh, Manu Hansa;
Tehsildar Marh, Ram

Paul; BDO, Jyoti Bhau
along with other senior
officers from concerned

departments were present
on the occasion.

An drug de- addiction

awareness rally was also
organised on the occasion
in which students from
Government Model
Higher Secondary School
Marh participated, high-
lighting the challenge
posed by the increasing
drug addiction among the
youth.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Deputy
Commissioner appreciat-
ed the senior officials from
concerned departments

for organising such types
of activities to save the
youth from drug addic-
tion and other social evils.

Emphasizing on total
eradication of drug abuse,
the Deputy Commissioner
stressed on channelizing
the energy of youth in the
positive direction by
encouraging activities
through sports, education
and drug de-addiction
drives.

She urged the youth to
spread maximum aware-
ness among people

regarding drug abuse and
don't let the drugs destroy
them, their family and the
country. The Deputy
Commissioner also felici-
tated teachers and stu-
dents who participated in
debate and highlighted
and spoke about the men-
ace of Drugs, its effects on
youth and society, need of
spreading awareness
among people, impor-
tance of de-addiction cen-
tres, rehabilitation and
how to control the drug
abuse.

Spread maximum awareness against 
hazards of drug abuse: DC Jammu to youth
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JI NEWS SERVICE

BUDGAM, MAY 08:  Celebrating ‘International Red
Cross Day’, the District Administration Budgam today
organized a daylong blood donation and awareness
camp at Sheikh-ul-Alam Hall, here

The camp was organized in collaboration with
District Red Cross Society Budgam and Chief Medical
Office Budgam.

Scores of donors volunteered to donate the blood
during the camp, while students of different schools of
the district participated in the function and were given
awareness regarding the importance of blood dona-
tion and use of first aid to victims of accidents or any
other calamity.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, Akshay Labroo while
highlighting the significance of the day said that, not
only blood donation camps are held on this day but
also awareness and training about use of first aid on
accident victims is given to participants to save human
life.

He urged participants to make best use of the train-
ing to become smart citizens and extend timely fist aid
help to injured to safeguard the human lives.

He said that under the Red Cross Fund, the District
Administration is committed to assist the maximum
number of needy to make their lives better.

The DC appealed people to volunteer themselves to
contribute to the Red Cross Fund to cherish the real
spirit of Red Cross Day to serve humanity particular-
ly downtrodden and other weaker sections of the soci-
ety without any barriers of caste, creed or religion.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: As a mark of
respect to the founder of Red Cross
Movement Sir Jean Henry Dunant,
Indian Red Cross Society, Jammu
Region today celebrated World Red
Cross Day here in the Teacher
Bhawan, Gandhinagar.  Theme of
World Red Cross Day 2023 is:
“Everything we do comes # fromthe-
heart” which focuses on foreground-
ing the volunteers of the Red Cross
and their contribution to the society.
The function started with hoisting  of
Red Cross Flag by the Chief Guest,
Divisional Commissioner, Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar, who is also
Chairman, Indian Red Cross Society,
Jammu Region followed by lighting of
the ceremonial lamp and   floral trib-
utes  to Sir Jean Henry Dunant
Founder of Red Cross Movement  in
the  presence of Capt. Bana Singh
Param Vir Chakra Awardee;  Rahul
Yadav, Commissioner, Jammu
Municipal Corporation, Jammu;
Shareesh Sharma, President J&K Bank
Ltd; Ashok Kumar Sharma, Director
School Education Jammu; Sandeep
Seiontra, Addl. Deputy
Commissioner(Adm.) Jammu; Mamta
Rajput, District Social Welfare Officer,
Jammu,  representatives from CRPF
BSF, J&K Police, Educational

Institutions Prominent citizens,
Former  Secretaries, IRCS, Jammu
Region, besides  Executive Committee
Members of IRCS, Former Red Cross
Executive Committee Members and
Red Cross volunteers. . Speaking on
the occasion, the Chief Guest,
Divisional Commissioner (Chairman
Indian Red Cross Society) Jammu
Region,  called for organizing   aware-
ness programmes to educate youth
about hazards of drug addiction
which has assumed alarming dimen-
sions, in addition to ongoing Red
Cross Activities.  He appreciated the
efforts put in by the Red Cross for
generating funds through Raffle Draw
tickets which were sold by BSF, CRPF,
J&K Police, J&K Bank, Educational
Institutions   Govt. Departments  and
Corporate / Business Houses. “Red
Cross being the first responder, there
is much more scope for diversification
of activities through a coordinated
and scientific manner so that we reach
and cover the maximum number of
people who need Red Cross support,”
the Div Com added.

Earlier, the programme started with
taking of Red Cross Pledge by the stu-
dents of Jain School, Jammu and Red
Cross song by Yash Pal Yash
Composer followed by a number of
Cultural presentations by Carmel
Convent Hr Sec  School Kunjwani,

Jammu,  Government  Girls High
School, Gandhinagar, Jammu, BSF
School, Paloura, Jammu, St. Peter Hr.
Sec. School, Jammu,  Government
High School Chal Largan, Jammu
Shangrilla Public School, Jammu and
SD Memorial Hr. Sec. School, Jammu.

Sat Pal Sharma, Honorary
Secretary, IRCS, Jammu Region, in his
address, welcomed the Chairman,
IRCS, Jammu Region, distinguished
guests, dignitaries and the partici-
pants for making the event successful.
He also briefed  about various pro-
grammes/activities   carried out  by
the Red Cross, Jammu Region during
the year 2022-23 and defined  its role
and responsibilities during disasters
and first –aid training .

He said due to Covid 19 Pandemic
and restrictions   thereof imposed   by
the J&K Govt. from time to time, the
Indian Red Cross  Society, Jammu
Region could not hold  Red Cross
Raffle Draw in the year 2019-20.
“However, this year under the able
guidance  of the Worthy Chairman
(Divisional Commissioner), IRCS,
Jammu Region, Red Cross  has been
able to generate  huge funds which are
very high as compared  to all previous
years and the same shall be utilized to
carry out the activities for welfare of
poor/needy  people suffering from
different ailments such as cancer.

International Red Cross Day
celebrated at Budgam

Indian Red Cross Society Jammu celebrates World 
Red Cross Day; Holds Raffle Draw- 2023 

DC Srinagar inaugurates Blood Donation Camp at DC Office
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RAMBAN, MAY 08: The 3rd phase of three day ongoing
Farmer Orientation Programme 'Kisan Sampark
Abhiyan' under the Holistic Agriculture Development
Programme (HADP) was held   across the district under
the aegis of Deputy Commissioner, Ramban Mussarat
Islam.

All the stakeholders and other allied departments,
besides PRIs and farmers participated in the programme.

People turned up in large numbers and were keen to
learn about the schemes of HADP and other Centrally
Sponsored Schemes as well. Audiovisuals (AVs) aids
were used for disseminating the information at the grass-
roots level.

People were made aware regarding the schemes in
vogue in Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Sericulture,
Sheep Husbandry,Fisheries and Horticulture.

District Nodal Officer, Dr. Suhail Kawoosa informed
that the four-month-long programme is aimed at reach-
ing out to farmers and educating them on the latest agri-
cultural practices and technology. 

The Subject Matter Specialists from Agriculture and
allied departments briefed the farmers regarding the
schemes.

Threadbare discussions and Question Answer sessions
were held at every Panchayat. Informative booklets in
three languages regarding the scheme of HADP were
distributed among the participants.

Moreover, farmers were also made aware about Daksh
Kisan (online learning portal for skill development) and
Kisan Sathi (IT Dashboard) portals regarding the digital-
isation of various services and schemes. As many as 345
farmers were registered during the first day event within
the district.

Kisan Samparak Abhiyan Phase-III
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SERIES OF FARMERS' ORIENTATION EVENTS
HELD IN RAMBAN DISTRICT  

DIST ADMIN COMMITTED TO EXTEND MAXIMUM
HELP TO DOWNTRODDEN UNDER DRCF: DC
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ATTENDS NASHA MUKHT BHARAT ABHIYAN AT MARH 

WORLD RED CROSS DAY 

DC Srinagar stresses on promoting volunteerism in society/youth to infuse the spirit of compassion among youth
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A deputation of All jk sheep and wool workers association under the

chairmanship of UT President Mohd Rafiq Malik accompanied by Pro.

President Sunil sharma, Punjab singh, Dr Ram lal, Vinod kumar,

Ab.Rashid, Deeraj, Manan Malik and other members of the association

met with Newly Director SHD Jammu Dr  Naseem Javid choudhary and

DDC  Dr surinder Gupta  at their office chamber today. In which thread-

bare discussion held on various issues of the employees including OP G

promotion of all cadres, start of training class,  and other majors and

minor issues.Worthy Director listened patiently  and assured that all

your issues will be  redressal on time bound manners and also suggest

that perform your duties  for the betterment of the department.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, MAY 08: Chief Engineer (Distribution) JPDCL,
Jammu has informed that the power supply to Billawar,
Mandali, Phinter, Parnalla, Baggan and adjoining areas
shall remain affected on May 9 from 10 am to 2 pm.

Similarly, the power supply to Bishnah, Sarore, Deoli,
Kotli, Kheri, Rehal, Pandorian and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on May 9 from 8 am to 2 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to JIO Reliance Office and
Part of Greater Kailash shall remain affected on May 9
from 8 am to 12 noon.

Power shutdown


