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JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JUN 26: Senior BJP leader
and former Deputy Chief Minister,
Kavinder Gupta in a rejoinder to NC
leader Omar Abdullah’s tweet said
that AFSPA was not imposed in J&K
by the BJP Government, although it is
keen to remove the same as soon as
situation permits. In a statement
issued to media, Kavinder said that
Omar’s tweet is like Ulta Chor Kotwal
Ko Daante, because the imposition of
AFSPA was the gift of Kashmir-centric
parties including National Conference
which were solely responsible for the
deterioration of situation in Kashmir. 

Earlier, Kavinder Gupta welcomed
the statement made by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh regarding
removal of AFSPA after ensuring long
lasting peace in J&K.

He commended the government's
commitment to ensuring stability and
tranquility in Jammu and Kashmir,
and viewed the potential removal of

AFSPA as a significant step towards
peace and normalcy in Jammu and
Kashmir. He also highlighted the pos-
itive developments in Jammu and
Kashmir after the abrogation of Article
370, emphasizing the significant
progress made towards attaining
peace and prosperity in the Union
Territory.

Kavinder also castigated PDP chief

Mehbooba mufti for defaming India
through her concocted tweets claim-
ing dismal situation of minorities in
India. 

He said that Mehbooba needs to set
her records right because India is the
only country across the world where
minorities including Muslims are
dwelling a safe and comfortable lives
as in all other non-Muslim countries
the situation of the aforesaid commu-
nity is discouraging as the same is sub-
jected to harassment and discrimina-
tion. 

He said that Mehnooba should con-
sider the fact that Government in
India promises equal rights to
Muslims and there is no element of
prejudice while crafting schemes for
Muslims or other minorities as the
welfare schemes are universal for all.

The senior BJP leader, however,
anticipated that the BJP Government
in Centre will soon revoke AFSPA
from J&K on the lines of North East as
soon as peace is established here.

BJP not behind imposition of AFSPA
in J&K; Kavinder tells OmarJI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, JUN 26: Minister of State
& Chairperson J&K Waqf Board Dr
Darakhshan Andrabi chaired
Intellectuals Meet at Sopore today.
The event was organised by Bharatiya
Janata Party in connection with the
month long celebrations of the party to
highlight  the achievements of nine
years of BJP government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Prominent people from different
walks of life participated. A very
healthy discussion took place in which
eminent personalities of the area
spoke about the government pro-
grammes and schemes and their
impact on the life of a common man.
Dr Andrabi was accompanied by
party spokesperson Abhijit Jasrotia. 

In her address Dr Darakhshan said
that the viewpoint of the intellectuals
shows us the way as we in BJP believe
in public reach out & the feedback of
the people guides us in formulating
our plans & programmes. "We are not
the party for the political families but
for common people. Our thrust is
always on public service guided by
the people's aspirations and needs.

Modiji has ensured that inclusive &
equitable development of all in the
country is done", said Dr Andrabi. 

She thanked the intellectual gather-
ing for their valuable suggestions and
guidance for future plans of growth
and development in J&K. 

"Modiji's popularity is increasing
day by day in J&K as he has gifted us
peace and has shown us the way for-
ward for a sustainable development in
J&K. We are now progressing in tune
with the rising India & sets very high
targets for future. She said that BJP

believes in all time continuous public
reach out in contrast to the dynasts
who only use the people for their
votes and later get busy in their power
games. 

"Youth of Kashmir are getting
attracted to BJP in large numbers see-
ing party's public welfare approach
and the real spirit of democracy with-
in", said BJP National Executive
Member. Party District President G M
Sofi & Ex MLC Surinder Ambarbar
along with many local leaders of BJP
were also present.   

Dr  Andrabi chairs Intellectuals Meet at Sopore
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JAMMU, JUN 26: In a
largely attended press con-
ference held under the ban-
ner of JKRCEA, the mem-
bers of SC ST OBC commu-
nities showed their deep
concern and anguish
against the misguiding and
misfeeding given by the
state politicians and central
leadership of the ruling
party to the masses through
their media management.
Situation for J&K locals is
deteriorating on daily bias
on social, economic and
political fronts for all the
sections of the society of
erstwhile state of J&K.
There seems to be a one
man army led by LG and
misguided by few IAS/IPS
lobby close to the present
LG. LG Manoj Sinha is a
seasoned politician and an
engineering graduate from
an institute of excellence
and in spite of that he is
being befooled by the J&K
Bureaucracy on many
aspects related to various
constitutional and social
aspects pertaining to
SCSTOBCs of JKUT. The
deliberate attempt to ignore
commoners, business class
and others in all aspects of
life has put a heavy toll on
native of J&K. Even the
politicians from the ruling
party are being ignored by
the LG and his coterie of
seasoned opposition lead-
ers from NC, PDP,
Congress and JKNPP. Even
in Kashmir, the leadership
created by the ruling party
against the local leadership
are also not being heard.
Slogans of two top leaders
of ruling party like, "Dhara
370 kaa khatma Jammu
Kashmir Maine ek naya iti-
has likahyega, "Mere Dalit

Bayoun koo marnye saee
pehlye mujye Goli maar
do", 'Vanchiton ko Variata'
etc etc have totally failed
and licking dust on ground.
In fact after 370 abrogation
the socio-educational and
economic condition of all
including marginalized
communities have further
deteriorated in J&K. Local
BJP leaders as well as SC ST
OBC leaders have been rele-
gated to inferior positions
and they look helpless. SC
ST OBC leaders in BJP have
no say in the governing sys-
tem and rather they work as
puppets or stooges in the
hands of their political boss-
es. They are not even called
in the important decision
making meetings of the
party. It is far from certain
that present LG shall not
contest elections from J&K
but the ruling dispensation
shall definitely destroy the
probability of BJP getting
seats in Jammu division.
Prof. G.L. Thapa, while fur-
ther elaborating on the
plights of SCSTOBCs of
J&K said that though this
forum for last so many
years they are putting forth
grievances of SCSTOBCs of

J&K into the notice of ruling
dispensations in terms of
betrayal with these commu-
nities in the name of exten-
sion of all constitutional
rights, dictatorship and
misgiving of the J&K
bureaucracy,  harassment of
employees at work places,
killing of reservation in
employments in J&K in
spite of constitutional back-
ing, Non-implementation of
Mandal Commission
report, wrong report by BC
Commission headed by
retired justice G.D. Sharma,
biased by recruitment agen-
cies like  PSC, non-imple-
mentation of Presidential
Order of 1st march 2019
extending 77th
Constitutional Amendment
to J&K. Pertinently, part of
the said order pertaining to
EWS reservation has been
implemented and not
Reservation in Promotions
for SCSTS. 
Furthermore, the
Reservation Act of 2004
stands protected in the J &
K Reorganization Act of
2019, that was passed by
both houses of the parlia-
ment, the supreme law-
making body of the coun-

try.
Mohinder Bhagat; while

addressing the media
added that SCS OBCS of
J&K since 2015 are strug-
gling hard to get their con-
stitutional rights back but
instead of solving these
issues, PDP-BJP govern-
ment, Governors and LGs
vehemently ignored gen-
uine demands. Instead very
calculatively diluted
Reservation for these com-
munities, diluted ST consti-
tutional position, neglected
proper action in the cases of
atrocities on SCs post abro-
gation, started snatching
government allotted land to
these communities in
favour of so called corpora-
tization and industrializa-
tion, and using SCSTOBCs
leaders in BJP as puppets
only and thrusted
Backward Classes
Commission and
Delimitation Commission
on these communities.
There are no whereabouts
of SC Component Plans and
their implementation in
JKUT, pre and post matric
scholarship in crores stands
unsanctioned after 370
abrogation. 

JKRCEA says BJP Govt at centre, UT admin
ignoring SC/ST/OBC communities  

"Marginalised sections living a wretched life" 
Harsh Dev tours Remote Areas of Ghordi Block
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UDHAMPUR, JUN 26:
Continuing with his mass
contact programs in remote
hills of Chenai constituency
even in torrential rain, Mr.
Harsh Dev Singh, former
minister and NPP President
today visited several hilly
areas of Nala Ghoran
Panchayat including Kothi,
Bhai, Janaidi and Thill and
took stock of the problems
faced by the inhabitants of
the said difficult and inac-
cessible areas. Braving the
vagaries of inclement
weather, he visited several
habitations of nomads, STs,
Gaddis Kolis and other

marginalised classes who
had been deprived of basic
civic amenities including
health care, power, water,
road connectivity and had
no access with the rest of
the civilisation. Traversing
through the forests and
flooded streams, Harsh Dev
Singh reached out to the
places which no leader had
visited  since decades after
independence.

Interacting with the peo-
ple of said villages, Singh
shared their concerns of
deprivation and neglect at
the hands of successive
regimes. The people came
out with their grievances
against the government and

pointed out that not even
the civil servants or any
other government func-
tionaries from R+B,
PMGSY, Jal Shakti, or
Power department had ever
visited the said areas which
were deprived of connectiv-
ity and cut off from rest of
the world. They made a fer-
vent appeal for providing
road connectivity to Bhai,
Janaidi, upper Kothi which
had been totally disregard-
ed by the government as
well as the civil administra-
tion. 

They called for construc-
tion of footbridges and cul-
verts in view of frequently
flooded nallahs and streams

in the said hilly areas. Non
availability of staff and
absence of any kind of med-
ical facility had further
aggravated the woes and
suffering of the said people.

Speaking on the occasion
Singh, assured them to take
up their issues at the top
most level in view of their
persistent suffering and
incarceration since decades. 

He accused the mandated
leaders of the past of
exploiting the gullibility of
these poor people during
elections, obtained their
votes and subsequently left
them at the mercy of God.
He said that the BJP had
won five consecutive elec-
tions from the said area
including the BDC, DDC,
MLA and MP but the peo-
ple were made to Iive
wretched lives in the view
of the gross neglect.

He called upon the offi-
cers of various government
departments to visit the
said areas so that they could
appreciate the concerns of
these people and take
immediate measures for
redressing their grievances.
"We appeal to Lt. Governor
to depute a special task
force for ascertaining and
ameliorating the lot of peo-
ple inhabiting such loca-
tions", NPP leader urged.

Address people's issues to alleviate their
suffering on priority: Jan appeals to LG 
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POONCH, JUN 26: The Provincial
President Youth of Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference, Jammu
region, Ajaz Jan visited Village Arai in
Mandi Tehsil of district Poonch and
participated in the Urs. 

On the occasion, Sayeed Perr
Anayat Bukhari prayed for peace and
progress of the country in general and
J&K in particular. Jan also prayed for
the longevity of Dr Farooq Abdullah
and Omar Abdullah, former Chief
Ministers of Jammu and Kashmir.
Many people from across Jammu and
Kashmir participated in the Urs.

After that, Jan visited Village
Barachar (Markot) and inspected the
newly constructed road in the village.
He mentioned that the road work in
Village Barachar was started in 2009
during the regime of National
Conference but was halted due to
severe reason. 

The work was finally completed in
2023. The people of Village Barachar
expressed their gratitude to the former
MLA for this accomplishment and

said that they can finally use the road
to reach the village.

During the interaction with people
of Village Barachar, Jan noted that
people there are not receiving ration
for a long time for BPL families 

Substandard material is being used
in laying PHE pipes. 

The water pipes are also not being
laid as per the specification in Mandi
And Poonch Furthermore, he raised
concerned over the deplorable condi-
tion of roads in remote areas of district
Poonch.

Jan also noted that people residing
in far-flung areas were still struggling
for basic necessities like water, elec-
tricity, and healthcare. He criticized
the government for not taking people's
issues seriously. He observed that the
administration was in deep slumber
and no one was taking care of the peo-
ple's issues.  

The Provincial President said that
the Poonch district has been neglected
for far too long, and it is time to take
action. 

The Party is committed to the devel-
opment of the region and will work

towards fulfilling the aspirations of
the people, he said, adding that the
government should wake up and
address people's issues on priority to
alleviate their suffering and improve
their living standards. Jan appealed to
the Lt Governor to take note of peo-
ple’s issues and issue necessary direc-
tions to the appropriate authority con-
cerned to address the grievances with-
out further delay. He also urged the
people of district Poonch to support
and strengthen the base of National
Conference for the equitable develop-
ment of the entire district.

Those who accompanied are
Mohamad Rustam, Mohd Bashir,
Khalil Chowan sarpanch, Shamim
Shah Naib Sarpanch, Ranja Faried,
Abbul Jabar Tantary, Mohd Istaq, Ch
Majeed, Mushtaq Ahmed, Bilal Shah,
Ch Haneef Ex Sarpanch, Yaseen Shah
Sarpanch, Haneef choudhary Panch,
Ahmed Din, Faried Ahmed, Zakir
Hissain, Farid, Mohd Ramzan,
Mushtaq Ahmed, Wahab Din, Gulam
Mohidin, Kh Zubar, Shakeel Ahmed,
Shabir Ahmed Panch, kh Abful Gani,
Altaf Bhat, and others.

JI NEWS SERVICE

BILLAWAR, JUN 26: Former Minister
Dr Manohar Lal Sharma today con-
duct y tour of different villages of
Billawar constituency to attend vari-
ous religious and social functions in
villages namely Taalu ( Baggan),Dingi
Simbli, Ramgarh(Pallan),
D e w a l , D a d w a r a , K a n d h a r n u ,
Rajwalta. Prominent among those
who accompanied former Minister
include Dayal Singh, Charan
Dass,Darshan Sharma,Tallu Ram,Ch
Mahmood,Parveen Sharma, Kuldeep
Mehta,Mast Ram besides others.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr
Manohar said that it is unfortunate
that the GoI seems to have misplaced
priorities for Jammu and Kashmir,
otherwise the first and the foremost
priority for the union government
should have been immediate restora-
tion of Statehood to J&K which would
have eventually paved the way for
resumption of democratic processes.
He said that people in J&K are already
reeling under severe pressure of eco-
nomic depression, coupled with
unemployment and rising inflation.
Administratively also the people in
J&K feel suffocated and are waiting
eagerly for a democratically elected
government to address their suffer-
ings and alleged that the people at the
helm in Delhi seem to be least both-
ered about these important public
issues and are instead adding to their
woes by these rushed decisions.

Taking into consideration the plight
of business community and the alarm-
ing rate of unemployment, Dr
Manohar urged the Prime Minister to
announce a special package for
Jammu & Kashmir. “Don’t fall prey to

the political maneuvering who will try
to garner your support with such hol-
low slogans,” he observed, adding
that the people of J&K must hold polit-
ical parties accountable for their poll
promises and the delivery on
ground.He condemned Govt for the
wide gap between its speech and
action.He highlighted that the BJP has
shown no concern for the aspirations
and well-being of the people, despite
claiming development in the region.

Dr Manohar expressed grave con-
cern over the lack of basic amenities,
such as civic facilities and infrastruc-
ture, prevailing in Billawar constituen-
cy. He emphasized that issues like
inadequate drinking water and power
supply have reached a critical level,
leading to public demonstrations, par-
ticularly by women and children.
Protests demanding basic amenities
have been witnessed across various
areas .He also raised concerns about
the poor condition of the power distri-
bution system, leading to regular dis-

ruptions in power supply. The health
sector in rural areas was described as
suffering from acute shortages of doc-
tors, leaving people dependent on
paramedics.

Furthermore, Dr Manohar
addressed the deplorable road condi-
tions in Billawar constituency, which
have resulted in frequent accidents
and loss of lives, particularly on hilly
roads. The road conditions were also
highlighted as being in poor shape
and accident-prone areas. The people
residing in Billawar constituency are
decrying for regular power and water
supply, road, health infra, etc. 

He stated that the present
Government is indifferent towards the
plights of the people as there is no
mechanism established through which
the people can tell their sordid tales to
the administration.

Dr Manohar said that common man
in Jammu and Kashmir is suffering on
account of wrong policies of the gov-
ernment.

Common man suffering due to wrong
govt policies: Dr Manohar Lal
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SRINAGAR, JUN 26: The
Counselling Cell of
National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Srinagar
in collaboration with
CAUSE NGO and District
Drug De-Addiction
Rehabilitation Centre Tral
Pulwama on Monday joint-
ly organized a mega youth
convention to observe the
International Day against
drug abuse and Illicit
Trafficking on the campus.

The theme for this year is
"People First: Stop Stigma
and Discrimination
Strengthen Prevention" and
students from various
departments of NIT
Srinagar participated in the
Youth Convention and took
a pledge against drug
abuse.

The function was
presided over by Director
NIT Srinagar Prof. (Dr.)
Sudhakar Yedla, who was
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion.  

The function was also
attended by Dean  Students
Welfare, NIT Srinagar, Prof.

Abdul Liman, Prof. Ishaq
Geer (KU), Mr. Ajaz-ul-
Haque (KU), Prof (Dr.)Yasir
Rather (IMHANS, GMC
Srinagar) and Patron
CAUSE NGO, Mr. Mir
Zubair, Dr. Neeraj Gupta,
Dr. Gowhar Nabi, and
Counsellor Mr. Feroz Malla
among other dignitaries
were present on the occa-
sion.

In his inaugural address,
Director NIT Srinagar, Prof.
Yedla said that there is a
need for collective efforts to
curb drug menace from the
society.

"Drug abuse can provide
short-term pleasure or
euphoria to drug addicts,
but it can have significant
negative effects on the
human body in the long
run.  It can lead to various
physical and mental health
problems, affecting multi-
ple organ systems and over-
all well-being," he said.

Prof. Yedla said raising
public awareness about the
dangers of drug abuse is
crucial.  There is a need for
collaborative efforts from
various stakeholders in

society to prevent our
youth from the drug men-
ace, he said.

In his message, Registrar
NIT Srinagar, Prof. Syed
Kaiser Bukhari said such
programs are need of the
hour. We have to create an
environment that supports
and empowers young peo-
ple to make healthy choices
and stay away from drug
abuse, he added.

Dean Students Welfare,
NIT Srinagar, Prof. Liman
said drug abuse is indeed a
significant and pressing
issue worldwide. To
address it through a com-
prehensive approach
requires prevention, treat-
ment, law enforcement, and
social support, he said.

Prof. Ishaq Geer,
Department of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
University of Kashmir high-
lighted various aspects of
drug abuse in his address.

He focused on the
importance of addressing
the multi-faceted nature of
drug abuse through a holis-
tic and comprehensive
approach. Mr.Aijaz Ul Haq

from the Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Department of KU deliv-
ered his talk on 'Towards a
Drug-Free Society. He said
in an ideal drug-free socie-
ty, prevention efforts could
be highly effective, focusing
on education, awareness,
and addressing the root
causes of drug abuse.

Prof (Dr.)Yasir Rather,
Head Drug De Addiction
Centre  Institute Of Mental
Health & Neurosciences,
GMC Srinagar said over the
past several years, there has
been an increase in sub-
stance abuse cases in J&K.

"There is a need for more
awareness programs for
youth and students to curb
the drug menace at ground
level. 

In drug addiction, pre-
vention is the best model
and society has to play a
vital role in making J&K a
drug-free region," he said.

Coordinator of
Counselling Cell, Dr. Neeraj
Gupta said the convention
was aimed to raise aware-
ness regarding drug addic-
tion, its causes, and
impacts.  

There are ups and downs
in everyone's life and urged
students to focus on educa-
tion, sports, innovation, and
stay away from drugs, he
said.

Mir Zubair, Patron of
Drug De Addiction &
Rehab Centre, Pulwama,
and CAUSE NGO present-
ed a formal vote of thanks
to all resource persons, dig-
nitaries, and students for
making the event success-
ful.

NIT Srinagar observes International
Day against Drug abuse

JI NEWS SERVICE

SAMBA, JUNE 26: Apni
Party Provincial President,
Jammu, and Former
Minister, S. Manjit Singh
has demanded complete
ban on the drug addiction,
illicit trafficking and strin-
gent laws to punish the
drug peddlers, and addicts
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing a workers
meeting at Rajpura,
Ramgarh; the former minis-
ter raised serious concern
over the growing menace of
drug addiction which has
destroyed families in rural
as well as urban areas.

The meeting cum joining
programme was organised
by District President Samba
Legal Cell, Adv Sahil Bharti

in the wake of international
day against drug abuse and
illicit trafficking. The drug
addiction has become a
source of multiple criminal
incidents, he said express-
ing concern where families
lost their young once due to
the drug addiction.

He said that the J&K
Police, civil society, and
families have their impor-
tant role to play in their
respective areas to educate
youth and involve them in
sports activities. “The ener-
gy of the youth should be
channelised towards the
right directions,” he said
and added that “Apni Party
is committed to work drug
abuse and illicit trafficking
free society.”

He said that “The young

people are the key to
achieving this goal.

By joining our cause, they
have shown that they are
willing to take a stand
against this menace and
work towards a better
future for all.” “We urge all
young people to join us in
this fight against drug
abuse and illicit traffick-
ing,” he added further.
Earlier, dozens of youth
joined the Apni Party who
were welcomed by S. Manjit
Singh Ji.

While welcoming them,
he hoped that their joining
would strengthen the party
at the grass root level and
work for the young genera-
tion. Prominent among
those who were present on
the occasion include

Provincial Vice President,
Ex-MLA Prem Lal, District
President Samba, Raman
Thapa, ST Wing State
President Saleem
Choudhary, SC State
Coordinator, Bodh Raj
Bhagat, State Coordinator
OBW Wing, Bhagat Ram,
Spokesperson, Khusbhoo
Bhagat, State Vice President
Youth Wing/Spokesperson,
Raqeeq Ahmed Khan,
Provincial Vice President
Youth Wing, Vipul Bali,
Provincial President
Jammu, Women Wing,
Pavneet Kour, Block
President Rajpura, Raman
Sharma, Block President
Vijaypur, Capt Mohan Lal
Sharma, Block President
Ramgarh, Bachan
Choudhary, President,
Gurdwara  Parbandhak
Committee, Kulvinder
Singh, Lovely Mangol,
District President Youth
Wing Samba, Mangat Ram,
District Vice President
Youth, Sonu Sharma,
District Vice President
Youth, Naveen Choudhary,
District General Secretary,
Ramesh Bhagat, Block
President Youth Wing
Rajpura, Sunny Singh,
Block President Vijaypur,
Tinku Thappa, Block
President Ramgarh, Amrik
Singh, Block President
Youth Wing Bari
Brahmana, Irshan
Choudhary and others

Manjit Singh demands complete
ban on drug, illicit trafficking

Maiden Dangal Competition
held at village Chak Chimna
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JAMMU, JUN 26: With the
aim to channelize the ener-
gy of youth in constructive
activities and to guide them
to stay away from the men-
ace of drug abuse, a maiden
Dangal Competition was
organized by Dangal
Committee headed by
Vinod Jangral as Chairman,
in Village Chak Chimna of
Tehsil Bishnah on 24th of
June-2023.

80 well-known Wrestlers
of the Union Territory,
including wrestlers from
the adjoining states also,
participated in the Dangal.
Yudhvir Singh of Delhi
won the title of Maiden
Dangal Competition by
trouncing Dilar Khan of
Jammu in a keen contest
witnessed by thousands of
spectators of the area. The
Ex. MLA, Ashwani Sharma
was the Chief Guest on the
occasion while Sarpanch
Vijay Singh Bogal was
Guest of honor . While

addressing the participants
and the gathering on the
event. Mr. Sharma appreci-
ated the efforts of the
Dangal Committee, Village
Chak Chimna for organiz-
ing such a event, which
undoubtedly help local
wrestlers to chisel their skill
level and provide them an
ample platform to show
case their fitness and capa-
bility. 

He also advised the
youth of the area to stay
away from the menace of
drugs and  participate in

the development of the
nation by using their ener-
gy in positive way and also
abstain from anti-social
activities .  An amount of
Rs. 1.60 lakh were distrib-
uted among the wrestlers
on the occasion by the chief
guest. He also wished them
all the best in their future
endeavors as well.

Those who were present
on the occasion included
Naib Sarpanch, Madan Lal,
Panchs Janak Raj and
Baldev Raj, Bishan Jangral,
Mast Ram, Devi Singh

Bogal, Deepak Bogal
Namberder, Hans Raj
Chowkider, Balwan Lal,
Sham Mehra, Tarsem Singh
Bogal, Capt. Manohar Lal,
Shamsher Singh, Darshan
Kumar, Rakesh Kumar,
Sham Lal, Alam Husain,
Sham Parkash, Dalip
Kumar, Retd Insp Yashpal,
Surinder Verma, Balwinder
Kumar, Shamsher Yogi, Bal
Krishan, Tilak Raj Yogi,
Shammi Machine Wala,
Kapil Dev, Ghara Ram,
Tarsam Lal Harban Lal
Bittu and others.
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JAMMU, JUN 26: Cement Company
Takes Strides Towards Sustainability,
Contributing to Climate Change
Mitigation and Biodiversity
Conservation in Kashmir Valley by
aiming to plant over 50,000 trees.

After successfully planting over
25,000 trees in the Khanmoh region of
Kashmir, Khyber Cement, a leading
company in the cement industry, has
recently announced a mega tree plan-
tation initiative in Jammu & Kashmir.
The company now aims to up the
game and aims to plant over 50,000
trees in the scenic Kashmir Valley,
specifically in Khanmoh village,
Srinagar. This ambitious project is
driven by Khyber Cement's commit-
ment to mitigating the adverse effects
of climate change.

The company firmly believes in
adopting community-centered solu-
tions that genuinely address social,
environmental, and ethical challenges.
By doing so, they aim to create shared
value, foster trust, and enhance the
overall well-being of society.

Umar Tramboo, the Director of
Khyber Cement, expressed his enthu-
siasm for the mega plantation drive,
emphasizing the company's dedica-
tion to restoring lush landscapes, pre-
serving biodiversity, and combating
the negative impacts of climate
change.

He commented on the initiative, "By
planting over 50,000 trees in
Khonmoh, Srinagar, we are taking a
giant leap towards a sustainable and
resilient future. This collaborative

effort contributes to carbon sequestra-
tion, improves air quality, and pro-
vides vital habitats for a diverse range
of species."

Through the planting of over 50,000
trees in Khanmoh, Srinagar, the com-
pany aimed to actively contribute to
carbon sequestration, improve air
quality, and provide vital habitats for
various species.

"Together, let us create a thriving
ecosystem where nature and humani-
ty coexist harmoniously, leaving a
legacy of environmental stewardship
for the generations that follow," Umar
added.

Khyber Cement boasts a diverse
corporate social responsibility (CSR)
portfolio featuring numerous initia-
tives focused on the welfare of society.
These include the implementation of

glass-fiber bag houses to stabilize air
quality and create pollution-free
neighborhoods. Furthermore, the
company has achieved a remarkable
95% reduction in carbon particles
through substantial investments. With
each stride, Khyber Cement continues
to expand its horizons and make a sig-
nificant impact in various areas.

Khyber Group is one of the estab-
lished names in the cement industry in
J&K.  It's a private unlisted company
and is classified as a company limited
by shares'. Khyber Cement Private
Limited is majorly in Manufacturing
(Metals & Chemicals, and products
thereof) business from last 36 years
and currently, company operations
are active. The company aims to sig-
nificantly assist with the region's envi-
ronmental problems.

Khyber Cement announce ambitious
mega plantation drive in Kashmir Valley

JI NEWS SERVICE

KISHTWAR, JUN 26: Three-day long
traditional Shri Ashtadash Bhuja Mata
Sarthal Devi Ji Yatra commenced with
great religious fervor early today
morning by performing Hawan at Gori
Shankar Mandir, Sarkoot in which
number of couples offered Aahuti and
Puran Aahutis.

Impressive Shoba Yatra was taken
from Gauri Shankar Mandir by
Sanjeev Parihar, Vice Chairman, Shri
Sarthal Devi Management Council
which passes through different loca-
tions of Kishtwar town . The locals of
various localities accorded warm wel-
come to Shoba Yatra and served
refreshment to the pilgrims.

On the occasion, Sunil Sharma, for-
mer Minister, BDC Chairperson Pooja
Thakur; Additional District Magistrate
Injerjit Singh Parihar; ADDC Sham Lal;
ACR Varunjeet Charak, SSP Kishtwar
Khalil Poswal, various heads of reli-
gious organisations like Surinder Sen
President Sanatan Dharam Sabha,
Hans Raj Bhutyal President Vishu
Hindu Parishad, Sanjay Wazir,
President Rajput Sabha, Anju Singh
Sen President Hindu Jagran Manch,
Aalaya Sen, Dharam Jagran Manch,
Oma Devi, Anjali Chouhan, and others
participated in the Yatra. The Shobha
Yatra along with pilgrims proceeded

towards Sarthal Devi Ji Bhawan from
Bus Stand Kishtwar in buses and other
vehicles.  Tomorrow morning a Maha
Yajya will be performed at Sarthal
Devi Mandir. District administration
along with police had made all the nec-
essary arrangements at Sarthal and
Kishtwar for the welfare of devotees.
The Yatra was organized by Shri
Sarthal Devi Ji Trust under the patron-
age of Dr Karan Singh, Sole Trustee
and Vikarmaditya Singh Chairman
Trustee of the Trust.

Vikramaditya Singh, in his message,
extended warm greetings to all devo-
tees and people of Kishtwar on this
auspicious occasion and prayed for

peace, prosperity and well being of all.
The temple of Sarthal Devi Mata is

located in Sarthal town of Kishtwar
district amidst the mountains of the Pir
Panjal range. The devotees believed
that Sarthal Devi is the Hindu Kuldevi
residing in Kishtwar and have held her
in high reverence. The historic reli-
gious yatra is organized every year in
Kishtwar by Shri Sarthal Devi Ji
Management Council with great par-
ticipation and support of residents of
Kishtwar.

Varinder Jamwal, Additional
Secretary J&K Dharmarth Trust also
participated in this three-day long tra-
ditional Yatra.

Three-day long traditional Sarthal Devi
Yatra begins with religious fervor

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JUN 26:  Raj Rattan Raina,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader has
lauded the statement of the Prime
Minister Narender Modi in US that
there should be no ifs and buts in deal-
ing with the menace of terrorism.

In a statement issued to media here
today, Raj Rattan said that the state-
ment made by the Prime Minister
abroad reflects the strong will and
determination of Indians to eradicat-
ing the Dracula of terrorism from this
planet by joint efforts of the nations
across the globe especially the so
called big powers who have been

playing the shots suiting their vested
interests and as per their whims and
fancies. 

The BJP leader said that the daring
remarks on terrorism while address-
ing a joint sitting of the US Congress in
itself proves the peak status of India at
the international level achieved by the
relentless efforts of Modi led Govt at
the Centre during its short stint of nine
years till date.

Raj Rattan said that there is no
doubt about it that terrorism is the
worst enemy of humanity and if not
fought from a single platform by the
international community sans any
favour by coming up with soft and

hard terrorism philosophies, it has the
potential of devouring the human civ-
ilization once for all. 

He said that PM has been quite suc-
cessful in giving a big jolt to terrorism
sponsored by Pakistan in India and it
is the result of his seriousness on the
issue that today Jammu and Kashmir
is witnessing a new era of peace and
development.

The BJP leader appealed to the peo-
ple to vote and support BJP in upcom-
ing Parliamentary elections in 2024 as
PM Modi by taking all other global
stakeholders on board will succeed in
eliminating terrorism not only in India
but across the globe.

PM's remark on terrorism reflects 
strong will to eradicate it: Raj Rattan
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JAMMU, JUN 26: Dogra
Degree College, Bari
Brahmana, Samba has
scored an exceptionally
high grade in the NAAC,
post the NAAC Peer Team
Visit for Assessment and
Accreditation for the first
cycle which was held in the
first week of June. Dogra
Degree College has been
awarded a grade of B+ in
the NAAC inspection in the
first cycle of the NAAC
assessment. The esteemed
NAAC Peer Team, consist-
ing of Chairperson NAAC
Peer Team Prof. Dharamjit
Singh Parmar, Vice
Chancellor, Sant Baba Bhag
Singh University,
Jalandhar, Member
Coordinator NAAC Peer
Team Prof. Sriram
Devanathan, Principal
Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, Tamil Nadu
and Member NAAC Peer
Team Prof. Ramlingam LP,
Former Principal
Sourashtra College,
Madurai, Tamil Nadu
renowned educationists,
and experts, meticulously
reviewed the institution's
adherence to quality stan-
dards, teaching methodolo-
gies, research initiatives,
student support systems,
and overall organizational
effectiveness.

It is really a rare and sig-
nificant event for the college
that it has received such an
honor and prestige as an
institution of quality educa-
tion committed to nurturing
excellence in the holistic

domain of Higher
Education in Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory.
The achievement of the
College has been widely
hailed by the Management.

All the members of the
teaching and non-teaching
staff put in diligent and sin-
cere efforts day in and day
out in making this inspec-
tion a big success. 

It will serve as a turning
point for college to attain
and realize the core value
and goals in the arena of
Higher Education.

Dogra Degree College, a
committed institution in
higher education, conduct-
ed the two-day NAAC Peer
Team visit on the 01st and
02nd of June 2023. The visit,
conducted by the National
Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) for cycle 1, wit-

nessed an in-depth evalua-
tion of the institution's aca-
demic, administrative, and
infrastructural aspects.

Dogra Degree College,
Recognized by J&K Govt.,
affiliated to the University
of Jammu and established
in the year 2008 will remain
committed to providing
exceptional education and
fostering holistic develop-
ment among its students.
With a strong focus on aca-
demic excellence, research,
and innovation, our institu-
tion strives to shape well-
rounded individuals who
can thrive in a rapidly
evolving world. 

Carrying forward the
vision of the college to be
sociably responsible
through developing a “cen-
ter of excellence” in the pro-
fessional education system
enabling young aspirants to

add value to the society at
large with their personal
and professional acumen.

Dogra Degree College
remains steadfast in its mis-
sion to provide transforma-
tive education, empower
students, and contribute to
the advancement of knowl-
edge. 

We are excited to contin-
ue our journey toward aca-
demic excellence and eager-
ly anticipate the opportuni-
ties ahead.

This prestigious accredi-
tation from NAAC will
reaffirm our commitment to
maintaining the highest
quality standards in higher
education.

It further motivates us to
continuously improve our
practices, expand our hori-
zons, and nurture future
leaders who will make a
positive impact on society.

Dogra Degree College is now
NAAC accredited with B+ grade

JI NEWS SERVICE

POONCH, JUN 26: The
Secretary Advisory Board
for Development of Pahari
Speaking People, Sapna
Kotwal (JKAS) recently con-
ducted an extensive tour of
District Poonch w.e.f 21
June to 23 June  to review
the functioning of the Boys
and Girls Pahari Hostels. 

The Secretary's visit was
warmly welcomed by the
District Social Welfare
Officer, Mohinder Paul,
who was holding the charge
of the Warden Boys Hostel.
The staff of the Boys Pahari
Hostel, and Shahnaz Bano
Warden girls hostel Poonch
and their staff  also extend-
ed a warm welcome to Ms.
Kotwal.

During her visit, she
inspected the facilities
being provided to the resi-
dents and directed the staff
to ensure proper cleanliness
and better infrastructure.

She emphasized the need
for maintaining cleanliness
in and around the institu-
tions and serving healthy
food to the residents as per
the menu. 

She also chaired a meet-
ing with the concerned war-
dens to review the status of
various upcoming projects,
including the construction

of the girls' Pahari Hostel at
Qazi Mohra Poonch, the
construction of an approach
road to Boys Pahari Hostel
Poonch, and the construc-
tion of a multipurpose hall
at Boys Pahari Hostel
Poonch. She instructed the
officers to prepare early
DPRs for these projects and
conduct awareness pro-

grams to sensitize the pub-
lic about the services pro-
vided by the hostels.

Ms. Kotwal emphasized
the need for overall devel-
opment of the residents and
their participation in cultur-
al and sports activities
besides academic excel-
lence. She also directed the
wardens to remain vigilant
on the issues of drug abuse
to ensure that the residents
stay away from any kind of
drug.

Overall, the Secretary
Advisory Board's visit was
aimed at ensuring that the
facilities provided to the
residents of Pahari Hostels
are of high quality and the
infrastructure is well-main-
tained. 

The Secretary's emphasis
on overall development and
the need for cultural and
sports activities highlights
the importance of a holistic
approach to education and
development. 

Secretary Advisory Board for Development of Pahari
Speaking People Reviews Facilities of Hostels 
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JAMMU, JUN 26: NSS unit
of Govt. College of
Education, Jammu in col-
laboration with Indian
Pollution Control
Association (IPCA) organis-
es a special awareness pro-
gramme on Plastic Waste
Management  under the
patronage of Prof. Aekta
Gupta, Principal, GCOE.
Students,Teachers of the
college participated in the
program.The awareness
program offered a platform
to all students and faculty
of the college to get aware
about the  seggregation of
dry and wet waste and the
use of plastic is considered
as one of the great issues
that humans are facing in
their contemporary life.
GCOE have signed MOU
with them as it's a duty to
save our environment.As it
is a 10kg Plastic
Campaign.As Our college
collects the 13Kg  plastic nd
handover to IPCA  under
the 10Kg plastic
Campaign.Prof. Aekta
Gupta said the goal of this

Program was to understand
the severity of the issue and
stop the use of plastic. The
Principal emphasised that
the Institution is also con-
tributing Plastic on every
month.

Mr Ranveer singh
,Regional manager IPCA,
highlighted the major chal-
lenges faced to the nation as
well as Jammu and men-
tioned that Plastic waste is a
major challenge and initia-
tives to ban plastic have
been taken by everyone.It is
the duty of every citizen to
think about their environ-

ment too.He further said
the detail process of dry and
wet waste segregation . It
threatens our natural
resources such as water,
trees, and crops. As plastics
get defragmented into small
pieces, they get easily swept
away into our soil and end
up in oceans, then con-
sumed by wildlife and
marine life. Thereby, the
number of animals and
marine life reduces or
becomes extinct. It is high
time we must understand
the intensity at which plas-
tic is destroying our envi-

ronment.
Dr. Shubhra Jamwal,

NSS PO thanked Ranveer
Singh sir on behalf of
GCOE, Jammu for impart-
ing the knowledge about
the same to staff and stu-
dents. The programme was
attended by the students
and faculty members which
included Prof. Shapia
Shameem, Prof. Sarita
Dogra, prof. Shalini
Rana,Prof. Neeraj Verma,
Dr. Sushma Bala, Prof.
Anuradha Chowdhary,
Prof. Neeraj Verma, Prof.
Shalini Sharma.

GCOE Jammu collected plastic waste
under 10Kg Plastic Campaign
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JAMMU, JUN 26: In a bid
to address the ongoing
hardships faced by the
youth residing in border
villages, DDC Member
Suchetgarh, Taranjit Singh
Tony has made a fervent
appeal to the Defence
Minister, Rajnath Singh to
initiate a special recruit-
ment drive in the armed
forces for these areas.
In a statement issued here
today, the DDC member
said the youth residing in
border areas have emerged
as the unsung heroes safe-
guarding the nation's secu-
rity. Their unwavering ded-
ication and significant role

in protecting our borders
deserve recognition and
support from the govern-
ment, he added.

Tony said the border
areas of Jammu region have
consistently produced
brave and dedicated indi-
viduals who are willing to
put their lives on the line to
safeguard the nation's secu-
rity. However, the absence
of a recruitment drive tai-
lored to these areas has left
the youth grappling with
unemployment and a lack
of viable career prospects.

He emphasized that the
youth residing in the border
areas possess the necessary
skills, resilience, and deter-
mination to serve in the

armed forces. By neglecting
their potential and aspira-
tions, the government is not
only disregarding the talent
pool available but also hin-
dering the overall develop-
ment and security of the
nation. “The government
must recognize that by tap-
ping into the talent pool in
border areas, it can
strengthen the nation's
defense capabilities and
provide meaningful
employment opportunities
to the youth. Neglecting the
region not only denies the
youth their rightful chance
to serve but also perpetu-
ates feelings of disillusion-
ment and neglect,” he
added. Tony appealed to

the Defence Minister to
acknowledge the pressing
issues faced by the youth
residing in these border
areas and prioritize their
well-being. By organizing a
special recruitment drive in
the armed forces, the gov-
ernment can empower the
youth with sustainable
career prospects and ensure
the continued security of
our borders, he said.

DDC Member
Suchetgarh said that the
government's proactive
approach towards address-
ing these concerns will not
only uplift the lives of the
border youth but also
strengthen the nation's
defense capabilities.

Tony urges Defence Minister to hold special recruitment
drive in border villages of Jammu region
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REASI, JUNE 26: District
Administration Reasi today observed
"International Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking" across
the district with the main event held in
the Auditorium, DC Office Complex.

The event was organised by all the
line departments in association with
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan Nodal
Department, Department of Social
Welfare.

Chairman District Development
Council Reasi, Saraf Singh Nag graced
the occasion as Chief Guest. Deputy
Commissioner, Babila Rakwal along
with Senior Superintendent of Police
Reasi, Amit Gupta were the Guests of
honour. The DDC Chairman while
interacting with the audience reflected
that youth are extremely susceptible to
drugs. Drugs deteriorate mental
health and peer pressure leads vulner-
able teenagers to indulge in drug

abuse and become addicts. Drugs
destroy lives, since the addicts can see
nothing beyond their need to take
drugs. We must urgently deal with the
problem of drug abuse.

Deputy Commissioner Reasi, pro-
moted the special helpline no.
9070907017 among the audience, and
laid stress on the importance of sports
and yoga activities in the fight against
drug abuse.

SSP Reasi during his speech, award-
ed the students about the impacts of
drugs, the symptoms and controlling
measures.

Meanwhile, Central Administrator,
One Stop Centre Reasi, imparted
awareness about the One Stop Center
and Women Helpline services and
delivered a PowerPoint Presentation
regarding how drug addiction in the
society is spoiling social relations and
impacting spouse relations by taking
illustration of case study of a Domestic
Violence case.

During the programme, students
from different institutions also partici-
pated in various activities like semi-
nars, Yoga based Dance performance,
Nukkard Natak etc .

A seminar on International Day
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking was held in block Chasana
in the presence of Nodal officer
Harbans Singh, the Chief Agriculture
Officer. The district and sectoral
offices  of different departments also
observed International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

Meanwhile, the International day
was also observed in all the sub divi-
sions , blocks , Schools, colleges &
other institutions of the Reasi district
with great enthusiasm.

Additional District Development
Commissioner Reasi, Jyoti Rani
Salathia, Chief Education Officer
Reasi, Sunita Kumari, District Social
Welfare Officer Reasi, Pallvi Sharma
and Dy SP were also present. 

International Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking observed at Reasi

JI NEWS SERVICE

DODA, JUNE 26: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Doda Vishesh
Mahajan, who is also Chairman of
District Environmental Committee,
today chaired a meeting of the
Committee to discuss implementation
of Environment Conservation Plan in
the district.

The plan aims to safeguard the dis-
trict's natural resources and promote
sustainable practices. The DC stressed
the importance of provision of rain-
water harvesting in all buildings, stat-
ing that no building permissions
would be granted within municipal
areas without such provisions. The
EOs of all the three MCs were asked
to submit action taken reports and
details in this regard by 10th of July
2023. The Committee reviewed the
implementation of previous directives
and guidelines.

Stakeholders have already submit-
ted their annual plans in accordance
with the revised guidelines of the
National Green Tribunal, which shall
be uploaded on the designated portal

by the 5th of July.
Special training has been imparted

to a designated Sub-Committee to
upload the Plan on the portal. To pro-
mote environmental consciousness,
the Environment Conservation Day
was celebrated on June 5th, the meet-
ing was told.

The DC asked to declare weekly,
Swachhta and Pani Champions in all
the educational institutions to sensi-
tise the youth on environment and
water conservation.

These titles will be given to stu-
dents who actively contribute
towards cleanliness and the protec-
tion of water resources in their sur-
roundings. Additionally, the EOs
(Executive Officers) of the Municipal
Councils were instructed to take up
City afforestation and protect the
existing fauna in their respective juris-
dictions. In rural areas, 105 Waste
Segregation Sheds, known as
Swachhta Banks, have been estab-
lished to collect plastic, polythene,
and other solid waste. Volunteers
who collect waste from these areas
will be rewarded with cash incentives.

The DC also highlighted the need to
identify suitable land, whether state-
owned, Kacharie or within forest
areas, for the construction of Amrit
Sarovars (sacred ponds) to conserve
water and encourage the establish-
ment of more water bodies.

Taking serious note of non submis-
sion of ATRs by some officers on the
decisions made by the Committee in
the previous meetings, DC has made
it clear that stern action, including
imposition of fine and entry in the
service record shall be taken against
those not submitting ATRs in time
henceforth.

The meeting was attended by
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Doda, GM DIC Doda, SE
(Superintending Engineer) Public
Works Department, the ACP
(Assistant Commissioner of
Panchayat), the DFO (Divisional
Forest Officer) Bhaderwah, CEO
Bhaderwah Development Authority,
CMO, CEO, ARTO Doda, EOs of MC
Doda, Bhaderwah and Thathri and
representatives from other concerned
departments.

DC Doda reviews implementation 
of District Environment Plan 
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JAMMU, JUN 26: Axis Mutual Fund,
one among the fastest growing fund
houses in India, announced the launch
of their New Fund Offer - Axis Nifty
IT Index Fund, an open-ended index
fund tracking the NIFTY IT TRI. Mr.
Hitesh Das (Fund Manager) would be
managing the fund. Axis Nifty IT
Index Fund will track the NIFTY IT
TRI and aim to provide returns before
expenses that correspond to the total
returns of the NIFTY IT TRI, subject to
tracking errors. The minimum invest-
ment amount is Rs. 5,000 and in multi-
ples of Re.1/- thereof.

The main objective of an Index Fund
is to replicate a stock market index in
terms of the portfolio. All the stocks in
these indices will find some represen-
tation in their investment portfolio.
Essentially, this ensures a perform-
ance fairly identical to that of the
index being tracked. 

Within Index Funds, investors have
the option to invest in certain Sector
Based Index Funds as well, with the

aim to capitalize on the growth oppor-
tunity provided in that particular sec-
tor. 

Technology is a focal point for all
businesses, across sectors. All organi-
sations, big or small, are reshaping
and accelerating their businesses
through new age technology like
cloud computing, machine learning,
augmented reality, artificial intelli-
gence etc. Consequently, this sector

usually sees better than expected
demand. Indian technology compa-
nies have been consistently increasing
their market share vis a vis global
peer.

India's IT and BPM exports have
outperformed global IT services
growth. With exports of over US$ 194
billion annually, the IT space is the
largest single service exporter indus-
try in India. 

As per NASSCOM, the industry is
estimated to grow to $245 billion,
reflecting an incremental net revenue
addition of $19 billion for the year. The
growth has been seen in IT services,
BPM, software products, ER&D, and
the domestic market.

The external headwinds faced in
2022 resulted in valuations of IT com-
panies becoming far more reasonable.
Companies are now trading at dis-
count to last 3/5 years' average multi-
ples. These attractive valuations and a
better-than-expected earnings season
in Q1FY24 could lead to recovery in
revenue momentum from second half
of FY24.  

Axis Mutual Fund launches 'Axis Nifty IT Index Fund'

Stress on Promoting rain water harvesting in Municipal areas, Afforestation and Swachhta  
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Logic will take you from A to B. Imagination will 
take you everywhere - Albert Einstein

After the abrogation of Article 370 and bifurcation of erstwhile state
of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories (UTs),  there
were high hopes among the people that all developmental projects

which had been stuck for decades would make some progress and would
be completed well in time. There was a strong feeling that it would be the
dawn of a new beginning for Jammu and Kashmir. It proved true when
one looked at the progress of certain projects of national importance. Like
Udhampur-Baramullah train project, the much-talked about 750-km-long
gas pipeline project between Bhatinda and Srinagar via Jammu has also
remained entangled in red-tape during the last 11 years. The project has
not moved even a single inch since last many years. During the Budget for
financial year 2021-22, the Centre had announced that a gas pipeline proj-
ect would be taken up in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir. This
project was approved way back in 2011 but the irony of subject matter is
that no physical progress has been achieved on it since then. Union Finance
Ministry in its report on ‘Implementation of Budget Announcements-2021-
22’, tabled in the Parliament while Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
unveiled a bigger Rs 39.45 lakh crore Budget, said that GAIL, India’s lead-
ing natural gas company, has so far submitted Design for Reliability (DFR),
besides directive was issued to Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB) for issuing authorization for Gurdaspur – Srinagar
pipeline to GAIL. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has request-
ed the government of J&K to levy zero percent VAT on natural gas in the
UT of Jammu and Kashmir. The PIB (Public Investment Board) and EFC
(Expenditure Finance Committee) approval for VGF (Viability gap fund-
ing) grant to the project is still under process. This is despite the fact that
the Centre made a commitment on the floor of the House that a gas
pipeline project would be undertaken in the current financial year by the
end of March 2021. Now, there has been significant escalation in the cost of
the project due to red tape and bureaucratic lethargy. Gujarat state-pro-
moted GSPL had won a licence in 2011 to lay the 750-km pipeline from
Bathinda in Punjab state up to Srinagar, with the condition that extension
to Jammu and Srinagar would depend on a technical and commercial fea-
sibility report. In August 2020, GSPL wrote to the PNGRB to surrender
authorisation to extend the pipeline beyond Punjab to Jammu and Srinagar
citing low gas demand and technical complexities. Thereafter, the PNGRB
asked GSPL to build part of the pipeline from Bathinda to the border of
Punjab by the end of last year and extend it to Jammu and Srinagar by
February 24. Unfortunately, the project has made no physical progress due
to continued red tape and administrative lethargy. The Rs 880-crore proj-
ect was envisaged to connect the J&K with the National Gas Grid through
the pipeline and ultimately link individual households with gas stations
through a network of supply lines for round-the-clock supply of cooking
gas especially during winters when Kashmir Valley remains covered with
snow. The gas pipeline project holds great importance and the priority
should have been accorded to sort out all issues confronting it. The govern-
ment of India should seriously view the administrative lethargy as well as
technical issues that have so far come in the way of smooth execution of
project. The responsibility for inordinate delay in the project should be
fixed and it must be ensured that the project is completed well within the
deadline.
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Inordinate delays but 
high hopes prevail

JINDRAH IMAGESJAMMU | TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 2023              OPINION6

G SRINIVASAN

There is a grave need for
greater international techni-
cal, regulatory and financial

support to unlock the potential for
clean energy in emerging and
developing economies

Clean energy generation appears
chimerical even as climate changes
the world over, particularly in vul-
nerable and densely populated
countries like India and China, is
wreaking havoc in terms of welfare
loss to the millions of people inhab-
iting the two Asiatic giants. India
and China no doubt sang hosannas
over the ideals of clean energy and
sans reservation signed the Paris
Accord of 2015 to bring down the
rising global temperatures even
when the then Trump administra-
tion in the United States had little
qualms in walking out of the pact
designed to send a collective call to
preserve the planetary balance by
polluting less and encouraging the
increased use of non-conventional
sources of energy to gradually
reduce the hefty reliance on fossil
fuels that threatens to bring human-
ity on the brink of a likely climate-
induced apocalypse!

Time and again incredible figures
to realise clean energy were trotted
out by the international community
to help address and minimise the
grave existential peril while most of
the rich world squirmed and
demurred. Presumably so as they
were insistent on more action and
resources from the emerging and
developing economies, which seem
to be rising on the development lad-
der with leaders from the devel-
oped world resting on their oars,
oblivious to their past depredations
of nature by their wasteful con-
sumption of fuels to sustain their
luxurious living.

It is against this somber setting
that a joint report by the Paris-based
International Energy Agency (IEA)
and the private sector lending win-
dow of the World Bank, the
International Finance Corporation
(IFC) in Washington, has come out
with another set of astounding
arithmetic to fix the evasive and
ever slippery issue! Titled ‘Scaling
Up Private Finance for Clean
Energy in Emerging and
Developing Economies’, the IEA-
IFC joint report contends that annu-
al clean energy investments in
emerging and developing
economies would need to more
than double from $770 billion in
2022 to as much as $2.8 trillion by
2030 to meet escalating energy
requirements and align with the cli-
mate goal set out in the Paris
Agreement. Without wallowing in
otiose words, the report hit the nail

on the head, stating that public
investment alone would be insuffi-
cient to deliver universal access of
energy and tackle climate change; it
asserted that augmented public
funding could be used more effec-
tively in partnership with private
sector capital to pare project risks, a
concept commonly known as
blended finance. The report noted
that two-thirds of the finance for
clean energy projects in emerging
developing economies (outside
China) would need to come from
the private sector as China is a mav-
erick with the state bearing well-
nigh the whole burden! Just how
big the resource gap ahead is can be
gauged by the grim fact that today’s
$135 billion in annual private
financing for clean energy in these
economies, including India, would
need to rise as much as $1.1 trillion
a year within the next decade, a task
and feat not feasible in reality, given
the resource constraints plaguing
the private sector in these countries
for other real sector activities to rev
up growth and register progress.
Emphatically flagging off a major
risk of many countries around the
world being left behind in today’s
energy world, the report said
investment holds the key and sway
to ensuring that they benefit from
the new global economy that is
emerging rapidly, IEA executive
director Fatih Birol said. There is a
grave need for greater international
technical, regulatory and financial
support to unlock the potential for
clean energy in emerging and
developing economies (EMDEs). By
reinforcing regulatory framework,
energy institutions and infrastruc-
ture and improved access to
finance, this support can help gov-
ernments overcome obstacles that
discourage clean energy outlays
today, including the relatively high
upfront cost and a high cost of cap-
ital. It is a paradox today that the
battle against climate change will be
won in EMDEs, where the potential

for clean energy is strong but the
level of investments is lamentably
low! In order to address the press-
ing energy demands and emission
reduction goals in EMDEs, the
international community must per-
force have to mobilise private capi-
tal at speed and scale and urgently
foster more investable projects, IFC
managing director Makhtar Diop
said. Rightly, the report pitches for
concessional financing for projects
that entail newer technologies that
have yet to reach scale and are not
yet cost-competitive in many mar-
kets, such as battery storage, off-
shore wind, renewable powered
desalination or low emissions in
hydrogen or that are in riskier mar-
kets. It estimates $80 billion to $100
billion of concessional finance
would be needed annually by the
early 2030s to attract private invest-
ment at the scale required for ener-
gy transition in emerging and
developing economies outside
China. There is also ample potential
for issuing more green, social, sus-
tainable and sustainability-linked
bonds, provided that the requisite
groundwork for industry guide-
lines, harmonised taxonomies and
robust third-party certification is
laid. The report zeroes in on the
opportunity in platforms that
aggregate and securitise many
investments, which could get over
the asymmetry between the rela-
tively small size of energy transition
projects in emerging and develop-
ing economies and the relatively
large minimum investment size that
major institutional investors
require. 

The joint report is quite unspar-
ing in its criticism of fossil fuel sub-
sidies that perpetuate pollution
without offering any solution for
environmentally sustainable energy
generation.

It said forthrightly that a range of
cross-cutting policy issues such as
fossil fuel subsidies, lengthy licens-
ing processes, unclear land use

rights, restrictions on private or for-
eign ownership and inappropriate
pricing policies build barriers to
investment or heighten the cost of
clean energy projects. Lifting these
barriers would help emerging and
developing economies benefit more
fully from the opportunities of the
new global energy economy, the
report put it point-blank. The moot
point is whether such a surgical
strike on subsidies is politically fea-
sible as the victims would respond
at the hustling in their own harsh
ways! Even as subsidy issues
remains intractable and a political
tinder-box, there are always low
hanging fruits if conscious and
focused attention is made to tap
unconventional and unorthodox
sources of energy. At a mini confer-
ence organised by the IEA in New
Delhi with energy experts from G20
nations as India holds the presiden-
cy currently, Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri contended that
India would be the epicenter for
green hydrogen development with
the private sector evincing interest
and acquiring large manufacturing
facilities to supply green ammonia.
He maintained that many elec-
trolyte manufacturers in the world
today have got a tie-up or produc-
tion units in India. This was
endorsed by IEA chief Birol when
he remarked that India had the
opportunity to become a ‘super-
power’ in the green hydrogen seg-
ment with its cheap and abundant
renewable energy sources.

Despite the hoopla and hype on
green hydrogen production, prob-
lems on the ground pose consider-
able constraints. With the produc-
tion of green hydrogen contingent
on vast amounts of resources such
as water, land and renewable ener-
gy, the room for conflicts in terms of
land use and scarce water
resources, human rights violations
and poverty and energy inadequa-
cy cannot be gainsaid. 

THE SHIFT TOWARDS
CLEAN ENERGY

BANDARU DATTATRAYA

The problem of drug
abuse has assumed a
critical proportion glob-

ally. This year’s World Drug Day
is appropriately themed ‘People
First: Stop Stigma and
Discrimination, Strengthen
Prevention.’ It is a grim reality
that the victims of drug abuse
suffer from familial, social isola-
tion and repudiation. It causes a
lot of mental and physical dis-
tress and trauma to them. They
are also deprived of accessing
the help they need. It makes their
life and that of their families mis-
erable and much tougher.
Hence, there is a need for a peo-
ple-centred approach to drug
policies, which are focused on
human rights and compassion!
Helping the victims of drug
abuse with a social and emotion-
al salve and at the same time
putting an effective check on the
growing tentacles of drug and
illicit trafficking is indeed a gar-
gantuan task but not an impossi-
ble proposition. It requires col-
lective efforts and a wholesome
approach to achieve the goal of
freeing our country from drug
abuse.

This year’s World Drug Day is
a call to “raise awareness about

the negative impact of stigma
and discrimination on people
who use drugs and their fami-
lies; raise awareness about the
AIDS and hepatitis epidemics
among people who use drugs
and expand and strengthen HIV
and hepatitis prevention pro-
grammes; promote evidence-
based, voluntary services for all
people who use drugs; educate
about drug use disorders, avail-
able treatments and the impor-
tance of early intervention and
support; advocate for alterna-
tives to imprisonment for drug-
related crimes such as communi-
ty-based treatment and services;
combat stigma and discrimina-
tion by promoting language and
attitudes that are respectful and
non-judgmental, and empower
young people and communities
to prevent drug use and addic-
tion.”

Quite often we read and hear
about the children of well-off,
elite and middle-class families
being caught consuming banned
substances at pubs. The process
of licensing should be stricter
and the de-licensing of such enti-
ties should be expedited. At the
same time, I see an important
role for society in checking the
menace of drug abuse. Society
should boycott drug suppliers

and users. A social ecosystem
should be evolved where the vic-
tims of drug abuse should be
rehabilitated properly and those
behind supplying drugs are
socially boycotted. Parents
should also be counselled on
how to deal with their children
and keep them away from the
menace of drug abuse. Strong
family values will be an asset for
us in our fight against drug
abuse.

In the ancient Indian value
system, there was a lot of empha-
sis on building the character of
children. As a child, our teacher
used to make us memorize that if
health is lost, something is lost; if
the character is lost, everything
is lost. Our forefathers were very
particular about the character-

building of their children. The
concept of gurukul was very
much rooted in the idea of creat-
ing a value-based society, which
deals with social evils like drug
abuse effectively. Home, school
and place of worship are three
key components of building a
value-based social ecosystem.
We need to give serious thought
to our ancient ways of address-
ing social challenges along with
usual but tested means and
mechanisms to prevent the
spread of any evil, which eats
into our vitals.

It is indeed gratifying to see a
whole lot of things being done to
tackle the challenge of drug
abuse and rehabilitate the vic-
tims. There is, however, no scope
to be complacent and miser in

devoting necessary resources
and attention to effectively deal
with every aspect of the drug
problem. There is a need to fur-
ther galvanize all stakeholders to
protect our people from drug
abuse and break the spine of
illicit drug supply chains. The
Narcotics Control Bureau should
act strictly against drug suppli-
ers. Equally important is better
coordination between the agen-
cies of Central and state govern-
ments including police forces in
mounting effective surveillance
in vulnerable areas in particular
bigger cities and bordering areas
to check drug smuggling.

Given the magnitude of the
problem of drug abuse, we need
to work with a wholesome
approach where every stake-
holder has a role to play. As per
the National Survey on Extent
and Pattern of Substance Use in
India conducted by the Ministry
through AIIMS National Drug
Dependence Treatment Centre
(NDDTC), Ghaziabad, in 2018,
the estimated number of chil-
dren and adolescents aged 10-17
years consuming alcohol,
cannabis, opioids, sedatives,
inhalants, cocaine, ampheta-
mine-type stimulants (ATS) and
hallucinogens was pegged at
6.06 per cent, while 24.71 per

cent adults aged between 18 and
75 were found to be indulging in
drug abuse.

It is a matter of happiness that
the Union Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment is
implementing a scheme of
National Action Plan for Drug
Demand Reduction (NAPDDR)
under which financial assistance
is provided to the State
Government and Union
Territories Administration for
preventive education and aware-
ness generation, capacity build-
ing, skill development and voca-
tional training and livelihood
support for from drug addicts.
During 2021-22, there were as
many as 285559 beneficiaries
under NAPDDR.

The majority of beneficiaries
were from Andhra Pradesh
(15,295), Delhi (17,019), Haryana
(6940), Himachal Pradesh
(12,619), Madhya Pradesh
(48,929), Punjab (9,555),
Rajasthan (22,103), Telangana
(6620), Uttar Pradesh (16503) and
West Bengal (7639).

Similarly, Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan (NMBA) was
launched in August 2020 under
which special emphasis is laid on
the participation of stakeholders
such as women, children, educa-
tional institutions, civil society

organizations, etc., who may be
directly or indirectly affected by
substance use. Till now, through
the various activities undertaken
on the ground over 12 crore peo-
ple have been reached out. Four
thousand plus Yuva Mandals,
Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYKs) and
NSS volunteers, Youth Clubs
have also been associated with
the NMBA. The contribution of
over 2.05 crore women has also
been vital in reaching out to a
larger community through
Anganwadi Centres and ASHA
workers, ANMs, Mahila
Mandals and women SHGs.
Over 1.19 lakh educational insti-
tutions have conducted activities
with students and youth to edu-
cate them on substance use
under NMBA across the country
till now.

As a lot is being done to check
the menace of drug abuse, we
should have comprehensive dig-
ital content to create awareness
among people about the reper-
cussions of drug abuse. 

We can also have related chap-
ters in textbooks and films as
well for cautioning the masses
against falling into drug traps.
The idea is to adopt a whole-
some approach not only to check
drug abuse but also to rehabili-
tate its victims.

Collective action can curb the drug menace
A wholesome approach is needed to check drug abuse; rehabilitation not social isolation can cure the drug addicts
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"Jack Ryan" star John
Krasinski is a fan of spy
dramas, a genre, he says,

is coming back with several stu-
dios developing franchises
around spies, making them the
"new superheroes".

Streamer Prime Video, which
is home to Krasinski's show, is
also developing "Citadel" as a
global franchise. Production
will soon begin on season three
of "The Family Man", the Indian
spy thriller fronted by Manoj
Bajpayee. Krasinski, who is
returning as the titular spy in
"Jack Ryan", said the fourth and
final season of the series has
more to it than just "espionage
and action". "I have always been
a huge fan of spy dramas. But, I

think the spy genre is coming
back. What is most exciting
about our show is that it is not
just about espionage and action.
It is this fine line where you
have a lot of great characters
and relationships. "We have
tried our best to make a show
based on all the stuff that we
have learnt through the intelli-
gence agencies in our contacts
there about how things really
are. The strains on marriages,
the strains on friendship, the
strains on all these things in
your personal life that you sacri-
fice in order to go out there. So
yes, the spies are the new super-
heroes," the American actor told
agencies in a virtual interview.
The six-episode final season of

"Jack Ryan" will follow
Krasinski's titular CIA agent on
his most dangerous mission yet:
facing an enemy both foreign
and domestic. It will arrive on
Prime Video on June 30. "As the
new CIA Acting Deputy
Director, Jack Ryan is tasked
with unearthing internal cor-
ruption, and in doing so, uncov-
ers a series of suspicious black
ops that could expose the vul-
nerability of the country.

"As Jack and the team investi-
gate how deep the corruption
runs, he discovers a far-worse
reality — the convergence of a
drug cartel with a terrorist
organisation — ultimately
revealing a conspiracy much
closer to home and testing our

hero's belief in the system he has
always fought to protect," the
official description read.

The 43-year-old actor, best
known for playing Jim Halpert
in the long-running sitcom "The
Office" as well as creating and
starring in "A Quiet Place" film
franchise, has been the face of
"Jack Ryan" since its inception in
2018. Krasinski, the fifth actor to
portray the character after Alec
Baldwin, Harrison Ford, Ben
Affleck and Chris Pine, said he
will "absolutely miss playing
this role". "It is not only a role, (it
is something) I grew up watch-
ing. It was my favourite charac-
ter to watch, those movies were
my favourite. So, to be a part of
this is sort of mind blowing for

me. The fact that we did it for
four seasons and got to explore
so many different stories and
action-packed avenues was
amazing," he added.

Adapted from author Tom
Clancy's novels of the same title,
the Prime Video original series
will also see Michael Kelly and
"Suits" star Wendell Pierce
reprise their characters of veter-
an special operations agent
Mike November and Ryan's
field boss James Greer, respec-
tively. Kelly, who rose to fame
with "House of Cards", said
while he can't give too much
away about the upcoming chap-
ter, he knows whenever Ryan
calls him there is a really good
reason behind it.

Superstar Shah Rukh Khan, who
completed 31 years in Hindi film
industry on Sunday, said being

able to entertain several people lots of
times is his "proudest achievement".

Known as King Khan of Bollywood,
the 57-year-old star started his acting
journey with TV serials such as "Fauji"
and "Circus" before making his feature
film debut with Raj Kanwar's "Deewana".
Also starring Rishi Kapoor and Divya
Bharti, the romantic drama released on
June 25, 1992.

Shah Rukh, who in January made a
spectacular return to the big screen after a
hiatus of four years with the blockbuster
"Pathaan", conducted a Q&A session
#AskSRK with fans and followers on

Twitter to mark yet another year in the
movies.

"Wow just realised it's 31 yrs to the day
when Deewana hit the screens. It's been
quite a ride mostly a good one. Thanks all
and we can do 31minutes of #AskSRK??"
he tweeted. 

When a social media user asked what
his "proudest achievement" was in these
31 years, the actor wrote back saying
"Being able to entertain lots of people lots
of times. 

That's it." "Working with Divyaji and
Rajji" was the one thing he will never for-
get from the set of "Deewana", he said. 

A tweeple was curious about how Shah
Rukh picks up his projects after doing
"almost every sort of role" in his career.

Blind, fronted by Sonam Kapoor Ahuja, is set for a
direct-to-digital release on JioCinema from July 7.
The upcoming movie marks the streaming debut

of Neerja star Sonam, who is returning to showbiz after
embracing motherhood in 2022.

Blind, billed as "a compelling tale of resilience and
determination", will be available exclusively on the
streamer for free, the makers said in a press release.

Directed by Shome Makhija, the film also stars Purab
Kohli, Vinay Pathak, Lillete Dubey, and Shubham Saraf.

It promises to bring to life "a remarkable central charac-
ter who triumphs over seemingly insurmountable chal-
lenges," the makers added.

Presented by Jio Studios in association with RV Motion
Pictures & Lead Films, the movie is a Kanai, Avma and
Kross Pictures production.  

It is great fun to see
Jennifer Lawrence’s
comic side. The

Academy Award-win-
ning Lawrence grabs
one’s eye and keeps it as
Maddie, the 32-year-old
woman still trying to fig-
ure her life out. Maddie is
dealing with multiple
issues including being the
result of an affair and
promptly being aban-
doned by her wealthy
father, and losing her
mum. Having lived all her
life in the small, seaside
town of Montauk, Maddie
has a chip on her shoulder
about all the outsiders
who vacation there, driv-
ing the property prices
sky high. 

Maddie is an Uber driv-
er and works part time at
the bar. When her car is
repossessed for not pay-
ing property taxes on the
house her mother left her,
Maddie is driven to des-
peration. Into this sce-
nario of a car-less Uber
driver, comes a weird list-

ing. Laird (Matthew
Broderick) and Allison
(Laura Benanti) are offer-
ing their Buick to any
woman who can date
their reclusive 19-year-old
son, Percy (Andrew Barth
Feldman), and make him
ready to take on the world
and Princeton.

Maddie takes up the
offer and after hiccups
including skinny-dipping
in the sea, which Percy
nervously recognises as
the opening scene of Jaws,

and some nasty people
stealing their clothes,
there is genuine affection
and caring between
Maddie and Percy.

All the rom-com sta-
ples, except for mad dash
to the airport, are there.
There is pregnant best
friend Sarah (Natalie
Morales), her dim-witted
surfer husband, Jim (Scott
MacArthur), an OTT
nanny, Jody (Kyle
Mooney), an oily real
estate agent, Doug Khan

(Hasan Minhaj), a loser
former boyfriend, Gary
(Ebon Moss-Bachrach),
and a cocaine-addicted
retired police dog. It is
amazing to see Matthew
Broderick after forever.

There have been con-
troversies around this
movie for promoting sex-
ual grooming and the
abuse of men. The argu-
ment is that if the roles
were reversed and a 32-
year-old man was paid by
a 19-year-old girl’s par-
ents to seduce her, the
film would not even have
got made. The cast and
crew have argued that the
premise is intentionally
icky and not in any way
condoning sexual harass-
ment. Be that as it may, if
you are fed up with
superhero films and just
want some little laughs,
No Hard Feelings, which
plays super safe for a sex
comedy, is just the medi-
cine, as Lawrence makes
patently silly scenes work
with buckets of flair.

Actors Varun Dhawan and
Samantha Ruth Prabhu have
finished work on the Serbia

schedule of the India chapter of the Prime
Video series Citadel.

Billed as a "local Original spy series",
the currently untitled project hails from
Prime Video and AGBO, the production
banner co-founded by Hollywood film-
making duo Russo Brothers.

Raj Nidimoru and Krishna DK, who
previously collaborated with Prime
Video on The Family Man and Farzi,
serve as showrunners and directors on
the upcoming show.

Varun shared a picture with Raj & DK
and co-actor Saqib Saleem on his
Instagram Stories on Saturday night to announce the completion of the schedule. "It's a wrap in Serbia boys and girls,"

the Bhediya star captioned the photo.
Samantha posted a snap of a dessert

plate on her Instagram Stories, bidding
adieu to Belgrade, the capital of Serbia. 

"Until we meet again Belgrade," The
Family Man star said.

Written by Sita R Menon along with
Raj & DK, the Indian Original Citadel
series marks Varun's streaming debut.

Raj & DK under their banner D2R
Films will also serve as executive produc-
ers.  The series is produced by D2R Films,
and Amazon Studios, with AGBO's
Anthony Russo, Joe Russo, Mike Larocca,
Angela Russo-Otstot, Scott Nemes, and
David Weil overseeing production on the
Indian Original and all series within the
global Citadel universe. 

Varun Dhawan, Samantha Ruth Prabhu wrap
Serbia schedule of 'Citadel' India chapter 

SRK ON 31 YRS OF FILM 
DEBUT BEING ABLE TO 
ENTERTAIN PEOPLE LOTS OF TIMES
'PROUDEST ACHIEVEMENT'

Sonam Kapoor Ahuja-starrer
'Blind' to arrive on JioCinema

next month 

Actor Arjun Sarja’s eldest daughter, actor Aishwarya
will soon exchange vows with actor Thambi
Ramaiah’s son, actor Umapathy. The two actors

have been in a relationship for a while and now the families
have decided to take it to the next step.

Actor and director Thambi Ramaiah, speaking to us from
the sets of Laal Salaam, says, “Yes, it’s true. It started with
the reality show Survivor Arjun sir anchored and
Umapathy was a contestant in it. Looks like sir was
impressed with his attitude and that’s how it all started. I
was looking for a prospective bride for Umapathy for a
while and a few months ago, his mother asked me to not
look any more. I gave him time till my birthday (June 19) to
give us a name and ten days before that, he told me about
Arjun sir’s daughter.”

Joking about how Umapathy demanded his marriage to
happen this year, Thambi Ramaiah adds, “A few days back,
both the families met at the Anjaneyar temple that Arjun sir
had built and decided to proceed further. We again caught
up recently at Arjun sir’s house. 

Sir and I will soon fix the wedding date and share it offi-
cially on Umapathy’s birthday on November 8. It will be in
January 2024 (Thai Maasam).

Meanwhile, Umapathy, who made his acting debut in
2017’s Adhagappattathu Magajanangalay, is awaiting the
release of his directorial debut Raja Kili. The film stars his
father Thambi Ramaiah along with Samuthirakani. On the
other hand, Aishwarya will be making her Telugu debut
with a film that’s directed by Arjun himself. Arjun is play-
ing an important role in Vijay-Lokesh Kanagaraj’s Leo and
Thambi Ramaiah has a slew of films in different stages of
production.

ARJUN SARJA'S DAUGHTER
AISHWARYA TO MARRY THAMBI

RAMAIAH'S SON UMAPATHY 

Director Sudipto Sen and producer Vipul Shah, the
duo behind "The Kerala Story", on Monday
announced their next project "Bastar". According

to the makers, "Bastar", based on a "true incident", will hit
the screens on April 5, 2024. Shah's Sunshine Pictures, the
banner behind the upcoming movie, shared the announce-
ment on its Twitter page. "Unveiling our next, #Bastar.
Prepare to witness another gripping true incident that will
leave you speechless. Mark your calendars for April 5,
2024! #VipulAmrutlalShah @sudiptoSENtlm
@AashinAShah #SunshinePictures," the production house
said in the tweet. "The Kerala Story" polarised the political
discourse in the country as it depicted how women from
Kerala were forced to convert and recruited by the terror
group Islamic State (IS). Directed by Sen and produced by
Shah, it was released on May 5. The movie, which
emerged as one of the most successful films at the box
office with over Rs 200 crore in reported earnings, was
banned by the West Bengal government, fearing tensions
among communities. 

Makers of 'The Kerala Story'
announce next film 'Bastar'

to release in 2024

Spies are the new superheroes 'Jack Ryan' star John Krasinski

'No Hard Feelings' movie review: Jennifer Lawrence's 
sex comedy is vanilla with a hint of raunchy 
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Himachal flash floods Hundreds of commuters

stranded as Chandigarh-Manali NH blocked

AGENCY

SHIMLA/MANDI, JUN 26: Hundreds
of commuters were stranded in
Himachal Pradesh's Mandi district as
the Chandigarh-Manali national high-
way was blocked following flash
floods and landslides, officials said on
Monday.

The 70-km Mandi-Pandoh-Kullu
stretch has been badly affected, they
said. A total of 301 roads are closed in
the state following heavy rains, while
140 power transformers are disrupted.

Flash floods were witnessed in
Khotinallah near Aut, about 40 km
from Mandi town, on the Pandoh-
Kullu stretch due to a heavy down-
pour and the commuters have been
stranded since Sunday evening.

The alternative Mandi-Kullu route
via Katola, blocked due to landslide,
has been opened after almost 20 hours
and small vehicles are now being
diverted through this stretch, said the
officials of the Mandi administration.

The Mandi-Pandoh stretch was
blocked near 6 Miles after a landslide.
The officials said restoration work is
underway and explosives are being
used to blast heavy boulders blocking

roads on this stretch. One way traffic is
expected to be restored on this stretch
in an hour or two, they said.

However, rains have started again
and reports of landslides are coming
from other places in the district. 

The commuters have been advised
not to move towards Mandi until the
road is opened, the officials added. “It
is a nightmarish experience as we have
been stuck here since yesterday
evening. There are limited hotels and
other accommodations available near-
by,” said Mohit, a tourist from
Chandigarh.

There are over two km of jam on
both the sides even though the police
and administration have stopped traf-
fic at several points on the stretch as
the road is blocked, he added.   “We
have been struck since last evening as
the road is closed. A large number of
vehicles are stranded on both sides of
the roads at Aut and 6 Miles," said
Prashant, a stranded commuter who
was returning to Mandi town from
Chandigarh. Public Works
Department Minister Vikramaditya
Singh said as many as 301 roads have
been blocked due to heavy rains.

Out of these roads, 180 would be

opened by Monday evening, 15 by
Tuesday and the remaining by June 30
depending on the weather conditions,
Singh told reporters.

As many as 390 JCBs, dozers and tip-
pers have been deployed to clear the
roads and the department would
release a number on which the people
can report road related issues by today
evening, he added.

There are about 30 road stretches
prone to frequent landslides in the
state. So far, during the ongoing mon-
soon season which started on June 24,
the PWD has suffered a loss to the tune
of about Rs 27 crore.

On Sunday, flash floods triggered by
a cloudburst in Solan and Hamirpur
districts and heavy rains in Shimla,
Mandi and Kullu killed two people,
damaged crops, homes and vehicles,
and washed away livestock.

According to the State Emergency
Operation Centre, one person each
drowned in Hamirpur and Shimla dis-
tricts. The rain also damaged 11 hous-
es and several vehicles as well as four
cowsheds.

Moderate to heavy rains have also
lashed several parts of Kangra, Mandi
and Sirmaur districts.

Dharamshala in Kangra was the
wettest with 107 mm of rain followed
by Kataula and Bhattiyat 75 mm each,
Gohar 67 mm, Mandi 56 mm, Pandoh
50 mm, Poanta Sahib 43 mm, Nagrota
Suriyan 39 mm, Kothi 37 mm,
Jogindernagar 36 mm and Palampur
32.2 mm.

The local weather office has issued
an orange alert for heavy to very heavy
rain, thunderstorm and lightning at
isolated places on Monday and
Tuesday and yellow alert of heavy
rain, thunderstorm and lightning on
June 28 and 29.
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THIRUVANANTHAPUR
AM, JUN 26: BJP national
president J P Nadda on
Monday said Kerala has
been playing a significant
role in the development of
the country, but the good
work being done by the
people of the southern state
"was getting marred" by the
"petty politics" of the ruling
LDF and the opposition
UDF in the state.

Nadda, who is Kerala for
a public meeting on the
occasion of the Narendra
Modi government complet-
ing nine years at the Centre,
said while the state was
playing a significant role in
the country's development,
"it was not being rightly
placed or projected".

"There is a lot of contri-
bution being done by
Kerala, but because of petty
politics of LDF-UDF, the
whole good work being
done by people of Kerala
was getting marred," he
said at the public meeting
held here.

Nadda said though the

southern state was known
as 'God's Own Country', it
has now become "corrup-
tion country" due to scams
like the gold smuggling
through diplomatic bags
and the alleged irregulari-
ties in installation of
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
cameras. "Top educational
institutions are being desta-
bilised and the ruling party
members are indulging in
corruption and nepotism in
appointments," he alleged.

He further claimed that
Kerala, "which was once
financially very strong is
now in a debt trap to the
tune of over Rs 3 lakh

crore".
Nadda also claimed that

of the 35 people recently
found to have gone abroad
for terrorist training, 21
were from Kerala and
asked "what is this adminis-
tration doing?"

The BJP chief further said
while Keralites are peaceful
and hardworking, "sadly
times have changed so
much that the state has
become 'rakt-ranjit' (blood
stained). A lot of bloodshed
has taken place."

"Intellectual pursuits
have been challenged by
physical assaults in this
land, which is very detri-

mental, saddening. It is
concerning and a hurdle in
the progress of Kerala," he
said.

Nadda further said the
time has come to oppose
the forces that use their
power to quell or subjugate
thought and instead sup-
port those who are working
for the progress of the state.
"We have to take a strong
political decision against all
this," he said.

Prior to the event, Nadda
visited the Chattambi
Swami Memorial here and
paid his respects.

He shared photographs
of his visit along with a
tweet -- "Visited the
Chattambi Swami
Smarakam in
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m ,
Kerala, today and paid my
tributes to the great yogi
and social reformer
Chhatambi Swami Ji.

"Also met with the NSS
Union taluk leaders, who
have paid a fitting tribute to
Chhatambi Swami Ji's lega-
cy of empowering margin-
alized sections of society
through this smarakam."

US attaches enormous importance to relation-
ship with India Ex-foreign secy Shingla

AGENCY

KOLKATA, JUN 26: Harsh Vardhan
Shingla, former foreign secretary and
G20 chief coordinator, has said the
message one gets from the US govern-
ment on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit is that, it attaches "enor-
mous importance" to the relationship.

Shingla, also India's former ambas-
sador to the US, also pointed out in an
interview to PTI on Sunday night, that
the strategic relationship between the
two nations has deepened with India
becoming a technological collaborator
with joint manufacturing and joint
research and development in state-of-
the-art equipment. "From the US gov-
ernment side, the message that you get
(on Modi's visit to Washington) is that
they attach enormous importance to
the relationship," Shingla told PTI,

adding that the trip was "clearly the
most significant" of the eight visits of
the Prime Minister to the US.

Shingla was Indian ambasador to
Washington between January 2019-
January 2020, when he took over as
foreign secretary. 

During his tenure in the US, the
'Howdy Modi' event took place in
Houston, Texas. "In terms of take-
aways - at a strategic level, we have
gone to a level of collaboration (with)
joint manufacture, joint development
and joint R&D to build state-of-the-art
equipment in our defence industries,"
the top diplomat said, referring to a
number of defence technology agree-
ments including a GE-Hindustan
Aeronautics pact to jointly make F414
engines which were signed during the
recently concluded Prime Ministerial
visit to the US. 

Prime Minister Modi visited the
United States from June 21-23 to a red
carpet welcome which included meet-
ings with thought leaders and busi-
ness magnates, bilateral meeting with
President Joe Biden, addressing a joint
sitting of the US Congress, and taking
part in the state dinner organised by
Biden and the First Lady Jill Biden.
The former foreign secretary also
pointed out that a second key take-
away was the collaboration in technol-
ogy – initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies (iCET) – at a
time when technology is changing at a
"very fast pace".

Shingla also underlined how the
joining together of a resource rich
nation and a nation with critical
human resources could deliver a
resilient supply chain in products
emanating from tech collaborations.

Mahoba to become first UP district with 100 pc
piped water connections: CM Adityanath
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LUCKNOW, JUN 26: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
Monday said Mahoba in
Bundelkhand region will soon
become the state's first district to get
piped drinking water in all its house-
holds.

The Chief Minister made the obser-
vations while chairing a high-level
meeting to review the progress of the
Jal Jeevan Mission and Namami
Gange project.

"Providing pure drinking water in
the dry Bundelkhand and Vindhya
regions was a dream that is coming
true. Now Mahoba is going to be the
first district of the state to have tap
water supply in every household,"
Adityanath said at the meeting.

According to a statement issued
here, the CM also directed the officials
to achieve the government's target of
installing tap water connections to
every house in Jhansi, Lalitpur,
Hamirpur, Jalaun, Banda, Chitrakoot,
Mirzapur, Sonbhadra and the entire
Vindhya-Bundelkhand region in the
next two months.

Before the start of the Jal Jeevan
Mission, only 5.16 lakh families had
access to piped drinking water. The
figure has now crossed 1.3 crore, with
59.38 lakh connections in the financial
year 2022-23 alone, the government
said. "The monthly tap water installa-

tions in the state rose from 22,714 in
April, 2022 to 12.96 lakh connections
in May 2023. Currently, 43,000 taps are
being installed every day, which needs
to be increased to 50,000 daily," the
statement quoted Adityanath as say-
ing. "To meet the targets, the manpow-
er should be increased and trained
plumbers should be posted in every
village without delay," the CM added.

Another agenda that was discussed
in the meeting is the silt issue in
Bundelkhand. The chief minister
asked officials of the Irrigation and
Water Resources Department to regu-
larly de-silt the reservoirs in the
region. With a total of 1,027 km river
stretch of Ganga flowing through the
state, Uttar Pradesh has 27 Ganga

Janpads and 37 Ganga Towns.
"Additional financial assistance is

being provided by the Centre under
the Jal Jeevan Mission to improve
water quality in affected areas due to
the high presence of arsenic, fluoride,
salinity, nitrate and iron in the water.
Work in these areas needs to be expe-
dited," the CM said.

He also commended the good
results achieved through the 'Aviral-
Nirmal Maa Ganga' campaign under
the Namami Gange project.

Citing the reduced river pollution
on the 550-km stretch from Kannauj to
Varanasi, the CM asked officials to
now pay special attention to the river
stretches in Farrukhabad to Prayagraj
and Mirzapur to Ghazipur.
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BERLIN: Germany is will-
ing to send around 4,000
troops to Lithuania on a
permanent basis to
strengthen NATO’s eastern
flank, German Defence
Minister Boris Pistorius said
during a visit in the
Lithuanian capital of
Vilnius on Monday.

“Germany is prepared to
permanently station a
robust brigade in
Lithuania,” Pistorius said.
He said infrastructure and
facilities will need to be cre-
ated to accommodate the
soldiers and their families.
In response to Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine early last
year, the German govern-
ment pledged last June to
have a combat brigade
ready to defend Lithuania
in the event of an attack,
German news agency DPA
reported. Until now, how-
ever, there have been differ-
ences over whether the sol-
diers should be permanent-
ly stationed in Lithuania or
only sent there temporarily
for exercises. The
Lithuanian government has
demanded a permanent
presence, while the German

government for a long time
was very reluctant to do
that.

Pistorius explained the
German government’s deci-
sion to offer the brigade to
Lithuania was not only
because of Russia’s war on
Ukraine, but also because of
Germany’s own history,
saying that until the end of
the Cold War, Germany was
the country on NATO’s
eastern flank.

“We were the ones who
could always rely on our
NATO partners to stand by
us in an emergency and to
stand up and fight with us
for our freedom and securi-
ty in Germany,” he said.
Now, Poland and the Baltic
countries are particularly

exposed, he said.
“We as the Federal

Republic of Germany
explicitly acknowledge our
responsibility and our obli-
gation as a NATO member
state, as the largest econo-
my in Europe, to stand up
for the protection of the
eastern flank,” Pistorius
said.

Lithuanian President
Gitanas Nauseda welcomed
the announcement and said
his country wants to build
up the needed infrastruc-
ture by 2026.

“We have a strong politi-
cal willingness in Lithuania
to find the necessary finan-
cial resources to be able to
finance the infrastructural
needs,” Nauseda said after

meeting with Pistorius and
NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg.

Stoltenberg also wel-
comed Germany’s
announcement and praised
the country for its leader-
ship and dedication to help-
ing support the organiza-
tion’s collective defence
strategy.

Russia-Ukraine Live
Updates: Rebel Russian
mercenaries will turn back
to ...

The Titan submersible,
operated by OceanGate
Expeditions to explore the
wreckage of the sunken
Titanic off the coast of
Newfoundland, dives in an
undated photograph.

Germany’s military, the
Bundeswehr, has already
been present in Lithuania,
which borders Russia and
Belarus, for six years with
several hundred soldiers.
There, Germany leads a
NATO battlegroup with
currently about 1,600 sol-
diers, including about 780
from the Bundeswehr, dpa
reported. It was not imme-
diately clear what would
happen to this unit when
the new German brigade is
stationed in Lithuania.

Germany offers to station 4,000 troops in
Lithuania to strengthen NATO’s eastern flank
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LONDON: A man died
after a hot air balloon
caught fire and plummet-
ed to the ground crashing
into trees in
Worcestershire, BBC
reported. The horrific inci-
dent happened on Sunday
when witnesses saw the
blue-colored balloon turn-
ing into a ''fireball'' before
plummeting into trees at
about 6.20 am.
Firefighters, paramedics,
and police rushed to the
scene but were unable to
save the male pilot, said to
be aged in his 20s. He was
declared dead at the scene.
A West Mercia Police
spokesperson said, ''At
6.20 am this morning
police received a call that a
hot air balloon had deflat-
ed and fallen to the ground
near the A449 at
Ombersley.'' 

Air Accident
Investigation Branch
(AAIB) said that their team
is on-site and would carry
out an investigation. A
witness told Sky News,
''There were lots of bal-
loons in the sky because it
was clear and sunny
despite being so early. 

Suddenly there was a
flash and what looked like
a fireball coming from a
blue balloon and it just
dropped like a stone. My
wife heard terrible scream-
ing and then silence. 

Is Putin Losing Grip? Russia's Short
Rebellion Leaves Behind Big Question

AGENCY

MOSCOW: Wagner merce-
naries headed back to their
base on Sunday after
Russia's President Vladimir
Putin agreed to allow their
leader to avoid treason
charges and accept exile in
neighbouring Belarus. The
agreement halted an
extraordinary crisis -- a pri-
vate army led by Putin's for-
mer close ally Yevgeny
Prigozhin trying to storm
Moscow -- but analysts said
Wagner's revolt had
exposed Putin's rule as
more fragile than previous-
ly thought.

Security measures were
still in place in Moscow on
Sunday, though fewer
police were visible, and
passers-by said they were
unconcerned, despite
Prigozhin's exact where-
abouts remaining unclear.
"Of course, I was shaken at
the beginning," Ludmila
Shmeleva, 70, told AFP
while walking at Moscow's
Red Square. "I was not
expecting this." "We are
fighting, and there is also an
internal enemy who is stab-
bing you in the back, as
President Putin said," she
said. "But we are walking
around, relaxing, we don't
feel any danger."

Prigozhin was last seen
late Saturday in an SUV
leaving Rostov-on-Don,

where his fighters had
seized a military headquar-
ters, to the cheers of some
local people. Some shook
his hand through the car
window. Trucks carrying
armoured vehicles with
fighters on them followed
his car.

There were reports that
Wagner fighters had come
as close as 400 kilometres
(250 miles) from Moscow,
while Prigozhin himself
claimed that "in 24 hours we
got 200 kilometres from
Moscow".

The mutiny was the cul-
mination of his long-stand-
ing feud with the Russian
military's top brass over the
conduct of the Russian
operation in Ukraine. Putin
had on Saturday denounced
the revolt as treason, vow-
ing to punish the perpetra-
tors. He accused them of
pushing Russia to the brink
of civil war. Later the same
day however, he had
accepted an agreement bro-
kered by Belarus to avert
Moscow's most serious
security crisis in decades.
Ukrainian leader
Volodymyr Zelensky and
US President Joe Biden dis-
cussed the revolt on
Sunday, ahead of a NATO
summit in Lithuania next
month. 

"The world must put
pressure on Russia until
international order is

restored," Zelensky said on
Twitter, adding that he had
again evoked the possibility
of "long-range weapons" for
Ukraine as it pursues a
counter-offensive against
Russian occupants. 

'Window of opportunity'
Within hours of Prigozhin's
announcement that his
forces would return to base
to avoid "spilling Russian
blood", the Kremlin said
Putin's former ally would
leave for Belarus.

Russia will drop the
"armed rebellion" charges
against Prigozhin and not
prosecute Wagner troops, it
added.

Ukraine revelled in the
chaos, stepping up its own
counter-offensive against
Russian forces, while ana-
lysts also said the deal had
exposed weakness in the
Russian president's grip on
power. Belarusian leader
Alexander Lukashenko said
he had negotiated the truce
with Prigozhin. Moscow
thanked him, but observers
noted that an intervention
by Lukash-enko, usually
seen as Putin's junior part-
ner, was itself an embarrass-
ment.

Zelensky's senior aide
Mykhailo Podolyak tweet-
ed that "Prigozhin humiliat-
ed Putin/the state and
showed that there is no
longer a monopoly on vio-
lence".

UK Man Dies After Hot 
Air Balloon Catches Fire

And Falls From Sky

Good work of people of Kerala marred
by petty politics of LDF-UDF : J P Nadda
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BARAMULLA, JUNE 26: To mark
the International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking,
the District Administration
Baramulla under the supervision
of Deputy Commissioner (DC), Dr
Syed Sehrish Asgar today organ-
ised a series of events aimed to
disseminate awareness about the
ill hazards of drug abuse among
the masses.

The activities held include
Rallies, Drawing/Painting
Competitions among other inter-
esting and useful events.

As part of the celebration, a
mega Seminar cum Work-Shop
was presided over by the DC at
Govt Degree College Boys
Baramulla which was organised
by the Social Welfare Department
in collaboration with the
Education Department and the
college authorities. The event laid
special thrust on educating mass-
es about the menace of drug abuse
in the society.

Speaking on the occasion, the
DC highlighted the need of mass
mobilization and awareness and
termed the role of all stakeholders
pivotal in curbing the menace of
substance/drug abuse. 

Dr Sehrish further said that
District Administration Baramulla
has taken various initiatives in
order to bring back and support
the victims so that they can live a
normal life again. The DC also
advised the young participants to

work actively in their respective
schools and Wards to help track
the peddlers who are responsible
for the growing numbers of drug
addicts and substance abuse.

She further said that the obser-
vance of this day aims to raise
awareness about the major prob-
lems that illicit drugs pose to the
society at large. The main focus of
organising today's event is to
spread awareness among the stu-
dents, she added.

The DC also lauded the efforts
of the Social welfare Department,
Education Department and Youth
Service and Sports Department for
conducting programmes of huge
social importance.

Meanwhile, the DC e-launched
Nasha Mukht Panchayat Abhiyan
on the occasion which aims to
reinforce the campaign against the
substance use at the grassroots
level The Seminar cum Work-
Shop was also attended by

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla, Zahoor Ahmad Raina;
Principal Government Degree
College Boys Baramulla, Chief
Education Officer Baramulla,
Social Welfare Officer besides a
large number of students, teachers
and other concerned stakeholders.

Later, the dignitaries distrib-
uted Certificates and trophies
among the participants who per-
formed at the event.

Similarly, the School Education
Department in collaboration with
Youth Service and Sports
Department organized a series of
events to observe International
Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking in various High
Schools and Higher Secondary
schools across the various educa-
tional zones of Baramulla district.

More than 1050 students took
part during the campaign. The
aim of the campaign was to create
awareness among students about
the harmful effects of substance
abuse and promote a drug free
society.

JI NEWS SERVICE

KULGAM, JUNE 26: On the direc-
tions of Chairman District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA) Kulgam,
Mohammad Ashraf Bhat,
International Day against Drug Abuse
was Monday observed by DLSA
Kulgam at Government Degree
College Kulgam.

The programme was conducted
under the supervision of Secretary
DLSA Kulgam, Tabassum Qadir
Parray and was attended by Dr.
Zahoor Ahmad (Block Medical
Officer Qazigund), Dr. Umer
(Medical Officer Drug De-addiction

centre Kulgam), Roshan Aara
(Deputy Chief Legal Aid Defense
Counsel), Basit Farooq (Assistant
Legal Aid Defense Counsel), PLVs,
working staff of DLSA and teaching
faculty along with students of the
concerned college. Dr. Zahoor Ahmad
spoke about the medical aspects of
drug abuse and emphasised on the
solution to the menace. He suggested
that the said issue should be declared
as a 'Notifiable Disease". Dr. Umer
touched on the practical aspects of
drug abuse and the problems that are
faced by society in providing restora-
tion and rehabilitation processes for
the said persons. He emphasised on

the fact that parents must take care of
their children. Roshan Aara focused
on the statistical data and said that the
menace of drug abuse has a tendency
to destroy social fabric and possesses
potential threat to our society. Basit
Farooq focused upon the legal aspects
and said that there should be meas-
ures that No Stigma get's attached to
persons who voluntarily come for-
ward for treatment of Drug Addiction
while focusing on other aspects.

The students of the college also
deliberated upon the theme of the
programme and were vocal about the
issues related to Drug Abuse that are
prevalent in the society.

DLSA-Kulgam observes Int’l Day against Drug abuse
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 26: Amar Singh
College is a premier multi-discipli-
nary institution of the valley having
around 5000 boys and girls on its
rolls in different disciplines and on a
day there is a huge foot fall of stu-
dents in the college. The students

have to play in the college play
ground as per college sports calen-
dar. 

It has been observed that outsiders
enter the college sports ground dur-
ing official hours from the backside
of the college which hinders our col-
lege boys and girls sports activities.
Accordingly, public in general and

residents in the vicinity of Amar
Singh College in particular are
informed through this notice that
college play ground is meant prima-
rily for bonafide students of Amar
Singh College and as such no out-
sider will be allowed to use the play-
ground during official time 09:00 AM
to 05: 00 PM.

Outsiders/ locals asked to use Amar Singh
College playground after official hours
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SHOPIAN, JUNE 26: The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Shopian, Faz Lul Haseeb today presided over a mega func-
tion organized by District Social Welfare Department
Shopian to observe International Day against Drug Abuse
& Illicit Trafficking.

Addressing a mega awareness programme held at
Auditorium Hall of IMGDC Shopian, the DC highlighted
the importance of celebrating the day and added that the
day is observed to cement the cooperation in achieving the
goal of drug free community.

He also highlighted the importance of the vigilant and
careful role of parents to keep their children away from
drugs saying that it is a collective responsibility of all to
eradicate this menace from society.

The DC appealed to the gathering to report cases to
authorities for rehabilitation without attaching its social
stigma.

He highlighted the measures and initiatives going on to
curb and eliminate drug menace in Shopian.

Dy. SP Shopian and students also shared their valuable
suggestions and experiences during this awareness ses-
sion.

Moreover to celebrate the day, a rally was organized by
IMGDC to raise awareness about drug abuse which was
attended by students of the college and officials. Painting
and debate competitions were also held on the occasion by
the department.

In the felicitation ceremony, trophies and medals were
distributed among the winners and participants of debate

Public support and vigilant parental care,
way forward on Fight against drugs: DC
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BANDIPORA, JUNE 26: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Dr Owais Ahmad on
Monday felicitated the students of
the district who recently qualified
NEET and displayed outstanding
performance in the Class 10th
Examination.

A special felicitation ceremony
was held at the Mini Secretariat
wherein the DC met all the stu-
dents and interacted with them.
He appreciated and congratulated
them for the success and wished
them luck for the future.

He also answered various ques-
tions of the students regarding
career options and strategies for

qualifying various competitive
exams. Dr Owais met 5 NEET
qualifiers including Mir
Muzammil Gaffar of Hajin who
secured 593 points, Sofi Waris
Naveed, who secured 588 points,
Muneef Shaban who secured 584
points, Muntaha Iqbal who
secured 565 points, Mariya Tariq
who secured 556 points, Nusrat
Manzoor who secured 502 in ST
category and Shahid Zaffar
Samoon who secured 477 points
in the ST category and qualified
the competitive examination for
selection in medical colleges. The
DC also interacted with Class
10th toppers including Insha
Fayaz from Future Vision Public
School Bandipora, Syed Samiya

Zehra from New Greenland
Public School Sumbal, Atoofa
from AGS Hajin, Asmat Bashir
from GHSS Bandipora, Afreena
Shams from GHS Ajas, Ikhlaaq
Ahmad Lone from HSS Ajas, Effat
Abdullah from GHSS Bandipora,
Jehangir Ahmad Gojar Qureshi
from HSS Aloosa, Gowhar
Shareef from GHS Bagh and
Imran Hussain from HSS Izmarg.
The main highlight of the func-
tion was felicitation of Specially-
Abled students of Class X and
Class XII Examination 2023. The
DC personally met each of them
and extended his appreciation to
them. The students included
Faizan Nabi from GHS SK
Payeen, Marukha Akthar from

GHS Ajas, Rehana Rashid from
HSS Aragam, Noor-ul-Huda from
HSS Badugam, Mureed Rouf
from GHSS Bandipora, Fareeda
Rahim from HSSS Badugam,
Tabasum Amin from HSS
Nadihal , Imtiyaz Ahmad Bajard
from HSS Aragam, Owais Nazir
from HSS Bandipora, and Saraj
Ahmad Dar from HSS Sumbal.
The DC, along with Chief
Education Officer Bandipora,
felicitated students and congratu-
lated them and wished them for
their bright future. Speaking on
the occasion, the DC delivered a
motivational talk. He said the stu-
dents should set a specific goal
early in life and prepare accord-
ingly to achieve it. He stressed

proper career counseling to the
students in schools.

He advised the students to con-
tinue with the hard work, chan-
nelize their potential, and use it in
the right direction for a successful
life ahead. The function was
attended by JDP Imtiyaz Ahmad,
CEO Mohammad Amin Beigh,
DyCEO Mohammad Rafiq
Parray, ZEOs, Heads of
Institutions and parents of the
meritorious students. At the cul-
mination of the event, DC pre-
sented a memento of appreciation
to the School Education
Department, Bandipora, for
increasing the pass percentage of
the District from 61% in 2022 to
78% in 2023. 

DC Bandipora felicitates NEET, Class 10th meritorious performers of the district 

Seminar cum WorkShop on Int'l Day against
Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking held at B'la 

Holds detailed interactive sessions with them on Career Counseling and Guidance

Local residents, clubs & other organizations wishing to use college playground asked to
seek proper permission: College Authorities

Dr Sehrish stresses on collective approach to eliminate Drug Addiction from Society 

Int’l Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking observed at Shopian JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JUNE 26: The Department of Floriculture Parks
and Gardens Jammu observed International Day Against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (World Drug Day) in
the Directorate

All the officers and officials were present on the occa-
sion. S. Jatinder Singh, Director General, Department of
Floriculture Parks and Gardens Jammu highlighted the
dangers of drug abuse and Illicit Trafficking in the socie-
ty with special reference to its impact on the young gen-
eration.

In his address, the Director General stressed upon con-
ducting awareness camps for staff as well as the general
public in parks & gardens of the Department regarding
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan and Illicit Trafficking. He
also directed the field staff to remain vigilant and keep
watch and ward of each park and garden so that these
places are not misused by the drug paddlers for carrying
illegal activities.

Vikrant Kumar, Joint Director; Priti Aggarwal, Deputy
Director (Planning); Ishtiaq Ahmad Malik, Floriculture
Officer HQ,  along with the staff of the Directorate were
also present on the occasion.

Similar awareness camps were also conducted in dif-
ferent Parks/Gardens of each District of Jammu Province
in the presence of the concerned District Officer. 

DG alerts staff against misuse of
Parks by Traffickers 
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JAMMU, JUNE 26: Directorate of Economics & Statistics
and School of Applied Economics & Statistics, Jammu
organized a Seminar/Quiz competition on the eve of 17th
Statistics Day on the theme of “Alignment of State
Indicator Framework with National Indicator
Framework for monitoring Sustainable Development
Goals” here in the auditorium of School of Applied
Economic & Statistics, Jammu.

The speakers highlighted the notable contribution
made by Lt. Prof. P. C. Mahalanobis, Father of Indian
Statistics, in the fields of Economic Planning and
Statistical Development. The Officers/officials of the
Directorate of Economics & Statistics, J&K, Jammu,
School of Applied Economics & Statistics, Jammu and
District Statistics & Evaluation Officers  of various dis-
tricts of Jammu region  participated in it with full enthu-
siasm.

Director General, Economic & Statistics, J&K, Satvir
Kour Sudan presided over the programme as the Chief
Guest and highlighted the major achievements of the
Directorate of Economics and Statistics, J&K   regarding
formulation of various indices for the year 2022-23.

Director (Planning) , Department of Youth Services and
Sports, Ashu Gupta and Principal, School of Applied
Economics & Statistics, Jammu,  Sanjay Vashist also high-
lighted the importance of Statistics in the present era. On
this occasion, Officers/Officials, who gave outstanding
performance in the Seminar/Quiz competition, were
felicitated with awards and certificates. 

Economics & Statistics Directorate 
celebrates 17th Statistics Day 
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JAMMU, JUNE 26: In an endeavor to mitigate the issues
faced by officials of the battalion and as a welfare meas-
ure, the Battalion Welfare Committee (BWC) today met
under the Chairmanship of Sandeep Mehta,
Commanding Officer (CO) IRP 11th Bn. The Committee
sanctioned a welfare loan to the tune of Rs. 4.70 lakh in
favour of 10 officers/officials of the battalion.  A loan of
Rs. 50,000/- each was sanctioned in favour of (04) four
personnel for marriage of their dependents. An amount
of Rs.50,000 each was sanctioned in favour of (04)  per-
sonnel for treatment of their dependants/ self treatment.
An amount of Rs. 50,000/- was sanctioned in favour of
one personnel of  this unit for higher education of his
ward. In addition to above, an amount of Rs. 20,000/-
was sanctioned in  favour of a person to meet his social
obligation.  

IRP 11th Battalion Welfare Committee
sanctions Rs 4.70 Welfare loan 
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RAJOURI, JUNE 26: An awareness programme on the
Welfare of the J&K Building and other Construction
Welfare Board (JKBOCWWB) was today organized in the
office of the Assistant Labour Commissioner, Rajouri.

The participants were the members of local bodies,
contractors, registered construction workers and VLE
(CSCs). Assistant Labour Commissioner, Maneesha
addressed the participants regarding the various existing
schemes, while Brijnesh Kumari, Assistant Labour
Commissioner JKBOCWWB, who was on special visit to
the District, highlighted the new schemes launched by
the Board.   The main focus of the   programme  was on
spreading awareness, registration, eligibility procedure
for registration, renewal and  welfare  schemes . During
the programme an amount of Rs. 2.05 Lakh (Rupees Two
Lakh & Five Thousand) was disbursed to the dependents
of registered BOC workers on account of death & funeral
Assistance.

Awareness event on JKBOCWWB
schemes held in Rajouri 
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KISHTWAR, JUNE 26: The revered Annual
Yatra of Shri Ashtadash Bhuja Mata Sarthal
Devi Ji commenced today in Kishtwar,
marking the beginning of a joyous and spir-
itually significant event.

The yatra commenced with a grand
Hawan ceremony held at Gori Shankar
Mandir Sarkoot, where devotees offered
"Aahuti & Puran Aahuti '' (sacred obla-
tions).

Accompanied by an impressive Shoba
yatra, the Chari Mubarak (holy procession)
proceeded through Chowgan ground,
Sheedhi Chowk, and the Bus stand, starting
from Gori Shankar Mandir.

Thousands of devotees, including men,
women, and children, enthusiastically
chanted religious slogans and bhajans
while traditional drum beats resonated
along the procession route.

The local communities from various
neighborhoods extended a warm welcome

to the Holy Chari. At the Bus Stand, devo-
tees boarded buses and other vehicles to

make their way to the historic Sarthal Devi
Temple in Kishtwar. Tomorrow morning
on 27 June a MahaYajna (grand religious
ritual) will be performed at Sarthal Devi
Mandir.

The district administration and police
have made meticulous arrangements for
security, drinking water, power supply,
transportation, and other essential facilities
at Sarthal and Kishtwar to ensure a smooth
and comfortable experience for the devo-
tees. Sarthal Devi Ji is revered as the "Kul
Devi" (patron goddess) of the region. The
historic yatra has been organized every
year since the Dogra Regime, and each
devotee holds a deep and unique faith in
this sacred pilgrimage.

The yatra is annually organized by the
Shri Sarthal Devi Ji Trust, under the patron-
age of Dr. Karan Singh, the sole trustee, and
Vikramaditya Singh, Chairman Trustee of
the Trust.

Annual Sarthal Devi Ji Yatra commences with religious fervor & gaiety at Kishtwar 
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JAMMU, JUNE 26: To inculcate
scientific temper among the stu-
dents, Samagra Shiksha under the
aegis of School Education
Department, today launched a
model lab- ASTRO PHYSICS
namely AAGHAAZ, an indige-
nous integrated initiative for
achieving the goals under quality
as envisaged in NEP 2020.

Principal Secretary Education,
Alok Kumar inaugurated the first
of its kind ASTRO PHYSICS-
AAGHAAZ Lab at Girls High
School Gandhinagar and also
hand first hand information
regarding the complete project.

Project Director Samagra
Shiksha, Deep Raj, Director School
Education Jammu, Ashok Sharma,
Deputy Director, Bilal Rashid,
Chief Education Officer Suraj
Rathore, Field Advisor Jagdeep
Padha, Coordinator, Samagra
Shiksha, Ajeet Sharma, senior offi-
cers of Education Department
along with technical experts were
present at the occasion.

Also, sessions from academi-
cians, Scientists and Subject mat-

ter experts from different Higher
Educational institutions and IIT
Kanpur shall be arranged for
capacity building of Teachers
besides conducting various activi-
ties in this regard, he said.
Principal Secretary, Alok Kumar,
while interacting with the media,
said that Scientific temper is an
attitude of logical thinking and it
explores the actual potential of a
child. Brainstorming sessions for
children and teachers is the need
of hour, which shall lead to best
experiential learning at all levels,

as envisaged in the NEP 2020 and
shall further reduce the learning
gaps, he maintained.

He reiterated that, Observation’
plays a key role in making under-
standing of science and math easy
for children.  At an early age, sub-
jects like math and science can be
introduced to children in a friend-
ly manner, a system which makes
‘learning by observing the sur-
roundings’ practically possible by
teaching students about different
celestial bodies visible to naked
eyes (science), distance of these

bodies from earth (Math), he
added.

Principal Secretary also main-
tained that development of scien-
tific temper among the children is
essential for overall development
of the nation. He also said that,
with these initiatives, UT of J&K
may have its own Space Scientists
like Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, the first
Space Scientist hailing from J&K
in near future.

Alok Kumar also informed that,
the intent of setting up of these
kinds of labs, where children can
visualize the Universe with naked
eyes, shall be a boon for the
Society which shall improvise the
School education system.

He further informed that, 10
Virtual reality Labs, 100 Science
Centres shall be established in the
current year in various schools,
across the UT, which shall give
boost to the Scientific attitude of
students and teachers.

Principal Secretary also
instructed the functionaries of
Education Department, to imme-
diately arrange trainings for 376

Science/Physics Teachers, so that
the students may get benefit from
these labs. Roster shall be pre-
pared for visit of students of near-
by Schools for which transporta-
tion cost shall be borne by the
Directorate of Samagra Shiksha,
he asserted.

Alok Kumar also stressed for
enhancement of learning out-
comes, using technology to
empower students and children
and use of digital initiatives
should be inculcated at all levels.
He asked for launch of campaign
for Digital Literacy and Financial
inclusion, so that students dissem-
inate the message to the society
and may cope up with the stu-
dents of other States/UTs.

Deep Raj, elaborated that, the
Project AAGHAAZ has been
taken up by the School Education
Department in collaboration with
IFACET, IIT Kanpur, under which
376 labs shall be established across
J&K with financial implication @
Rs. 4.00 Lakh each. Two such Labs
in each Education Zone shall be
established.

Experiential learning shall be promoted in J&K schools in line with NEP 2020: Alok Kumar 
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BANDIPORA, JUNE 26: The
Bandipora District Administration
on Monday commemorated the
International Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking at the
Conference Hall of Mini Secretariat
Bandipora.

The event, organized by the
District Drug De-Addiction Centre
(DDAC) in collaboration with the
District Administration Bandipora,
Department of Social Welfare
Bandipora, and Implementing
Agency - JKSWM, aimed to raise
awareness about the dangers of
drug abuse and promote a drug-
free society.

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Dr Owais Ahmad was
the chief guest on the occasion

while Senior Superintendent of
Police Lakshay Sharma;
Additional District Development
Commissioner, Ali Afsar Khan;
Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Umar Shafi Pandith; DPO,
Mohammad Ashraf Hakak; Joint
Director Planning, Imtiyaz

Ahmad; District Social Welfare
Officer and other senior officers of
the district were present on the
occasion. On the occasion, Dr.
Owais Ahmed highlighted the
need for collective efforts to com-
bat drug abuse and illicit traffick-
ing.  He emphasized the role of

community engagement, educa-
tion, and rehabilitation programs
in eradicating this menace from
society. SSP Bandipora, Lakshay
Sharma also addressed the gather-
ing, sharing insights from the law
enforcement perspective and
stressing the importance of creat-
ing a safe and drug-free environ-
ment for the younger generation.

Various experts from the med-
ical and counseling fields con-
tributed to the event by sharing
their knowledge and experiences.

Dr. Umair Quyoom, Medical
Officer, ATF Bandipora, Junaid,
Counselor, ATF Bandipora, Adv.
Mudasir Nazir, Counselor, DDAC
Bandipora, and Dr. Showkat
Ahmad, Clinical Psychologist at
DEIC Bandipora, delivered
insightful talks on the medical ,

psychological, and physical
impacts of drug abuse and the
available support services for
addicts seeking recovery.

The commemoration also fea-
tured cultural performances and a
skit by students from IDPS
Bandipora and Govt. Girls Higher
Secondary School Bandipora.

Student speakers from NM
Higher Secondary School
Bandipora delivered compelling
speeches on the significance of the
International Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

As part of the awareness cam-
paign, DDAC Bandipora distrib-
uted posters and pamphlets to
educate the public about the dan-
gers of drug abuse and the
resources available for those seek-
ing help.
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RAMBAN, JUNE 26:  District
Administration Ramban, in collabora-
tion with the District Social Welfare
Department today organized a series
of programmes and activities across
the district to mark the International
Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking.

The main function was held in the
District Administrative Complex
Conference hall in which a large num-
ber of students, youth, civil society
members, NGOs besides senior offi-
cers of District Administration partic-
ipated.

Deputy Commissioner, Mussarat
Islam presided over the function
which was organized by the Social
Welfare Department. Chief Medical
Officer, Dr Kamal Zadu; District
Social Welfare Officer, Rahul Gupta,
besides other senior officers were also
present on the occasion.   Speaking on
the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner urged the youth to
lead the mass campaign against drug
abuse and to sensitise children, partic-
ularly of adolescent age against the
scourge.

He also underlined the need to
highlight the devastating impacts of
drug abuse on the physical and men-
tal state of those who succumb to peer
group resistance.

He also laid emphasis upon the
objective of organizing such pro-
grammes on a regular basis so that ill

effects of drugs, its consumption and
trafficking inculcate deep into the
society for creating enough deter-
rence. The Deputy Commissioner also
flagged off Prachar Rath (Awareness
Van) from District Administrative
complex, which shall move across the
district to sensitise the public of the
drug abuse and its means and symp-
toms.      The main features of today's
programme were essay and painting
competitions, educational skits, a
Cultural programme,  sports activities
and speeches by students.

The presentation of skit  by the girls
of GGHSS Ramban was a show-steal-
er that enthralled the audience with
its powerful message against drug
abuse with focus on students and
their vulnerability to fall victim to the
adventure with drugs.   

The students and guest speakers
delivered valuable lectures which
would help the society, especially
youth, in preventing the spread of

drug abuse and illicit trafficking in
the district.  

While presenting the welcome
address, the DSWO Ramban, Sh.
Rahul Gupta briefed the participants
about the importance of International
Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking. Later, he also adminis-
tered a solemn pledge to the partici-
pants for taking initiatives to eradi-
cate means of drugs from society.

At the block levels, similar activities
were carried out by the concerned
SDMs and BDOs, in close coordina-
tion with the Social Welfare
Department, Ramban

Similar programmes were also held
at Government Degree College
Ramban and Ukhral to sensitise  stu-
dents against the plague of drug
abuse.The program culminated with
the e launch of Nasha Mukt
Panchayat campaign as well as plan-
tation drive by Deputy
Commissioner, Ramban.

Ramban Admin observes Int'l
Day against Drug Abuse
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RAMBAN, JUNE 26: The tenth round of ongoing Kisan
Sampark Abhiyan (Farmers Orientation programme) under
the aegis of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav with the theme Atma
Nirbhar Bharat,  commenced today  in 3 blocks of district
Ramban.

Orientation campaign was held at three panchayat level
Venues i.e. at Panchayat Ghar Chareel Banihal, Gham
Ramban and Halla Ukhral. People turned up in large num-
bers and were keen to learn about the schemes of HADP and
other Centrally Sponsored Schemes as well.

The participating farmers were sensitized about various
schemes aimed at holistic development and promotion of
Agriculture and allied sectors so that the farmers can get
maximum profit and create employment opportunities from
the Agriculture sector. The use of audio-visual aids to
explain the schemes engaged and engrossed the farmers.
Informative booklets in 03 (three) languages regarding the
scheme of HADP were distributed among the participants.
A Baseline survey/Skill gap study of the farmers was also
being carried out simultaneously during the Kisan Sampark
Abhiyan. Farmers were also aware about Daksh Kisan and
Kisan Sathi Portal.  Farmers were also informed about the
mode of application under these schemes using the KISAN
SATHI- the IT Dashboard of the schemes developed by
APD. A simple scan of the QR codes on the pamphlets takes
the farmer to the KISAN SATHI Portal where he can regis-
ter easily and there is no need for visiting any office for
applying under any of the schemes. The farmers were also
apprised of DAKSH KISAN- a Learning Management
System (LMS) for skill development of the farmers. A first of
its kind in the country, DAKSH KISAN, has been developed
by Agriculture Production Department, where 118 skilling
courses as per the agro-climatic zones of the J&K UT are
available for free to the farmers  addition to this, thread bare
discussions and Question Answer sessions were held at
every panchayat following each video screening session to
address farmers’ concerns. 

10th round of Kisan Sampark
Abhiyan begins in Ramban

Bandipora Admin observes Int’l Day against Drug Abuse, Illicit Trafficking 

INAUGURATES FIRST EVER ASTRO PHYSICS LAB AT GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL GANDHINAGAR
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SHOPIAN, JUNE 26: A Bal Sabha was today organised at
Government Boys Middle School Wathoo in Keegam area
of the district in presence of DDC Member, Raja Waheed.
The DDC member, DPO Shopian, Nisar Ahmad Malik
and other officers interacted with the children and lis-
tened to them. Speaking at the event, Raja said that Bal
Sabha is the apex body of children’s groups in a village.
He said that Bal Panchayats are mobilized so that chil-
dren are educated and their potentialities identified for
their development. He said that the need of the hour is to
make these children aware about their rights along with
their proper fulfillment and special focus is laid on their
health care and nutrition facilities.

The DDC Member said that District Administration is
organising a range of activities aimed to improve the
socio-economic conditions of the people besides inform-
ing them about their rights and duties.

He said that these children are being mobilized and
their energies channelized by engaging them in produc-
tive activities. A variety cultural programme and Martial
Art programme was also presented by the students on
this occasion. Among others, Programme Officer, ICDS;
BMO, Keller; District Manager, NRLM; ZEO, ZPEO,
Auqaf Body, representatives from various departments,
besides PRIs and prominent citizens were present at the
event.

Sabha aimed to address the diverse requirements 
of children: DDC Member, Raja Waheed
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BANDIPORA, JUNE 26: On the directions of Deputy
Commissioner, (DC) Bandipora, Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Bandipora Umar Shafi Pandith,
today chaired a meeting of officers to discuss various
issues related to execution of works on Non Motorable
Road/Walk-way around Wular Lake. The meeting con-
ducted threadbare discussions on various issues/ aspects
of the ongoing project, including Land and Tree
Compensation, Irrigation Issue, and disposal of extra exca-
vated material. The concerned officers presented a detailed
overview of the steps taken on all the issues. The ADC
directed the concerned officers to ensure proper coordina-
tion for smooth execution and early completion of the pres-
tigious project. He sensitised officials present in the meet-
ing about the importance of the road towards the uplift-
ment of the area. The locals present in the meeting assured
the chair of their cooperation in ensuring smooth and has-
sle free execution of the project. The ADC directed the con-
cerned officers to take the locals on board while executing
the work and get their issues, if any, resolved under rules.
The meeting was attended by DDC member Hajin-B, Dr
Mustafa Khan; ACR Bandipora, Shabir Ahmad Wani; Ex.
Engineer R&B, I&FC, Chief Horticulture Officer
Bandipora, Coordinator WUCMA, AD Rakhs and Farms,
Tehsildar Ajas and other concerned officers, besides local
inhabitants.

ADC B'pora reviews construction of
Walk-way around Wular Lake 
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PULWAMA, JUNE 26: The District Administration
Pulwama in collaboration with the Social Welfare
Department today organised a function to celebrate
International Day against Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking
at Govt Degree College Pulwama.

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pulwama, Dr Basharat
Qayoom was the chief guest on the occasion.

Addressing the audience, DC informed them about the
harmful effects of  drug addiction and said that everyone
in the society, especially students and teachers, have an
important role in getting rid of this evil from society
adding that there is an urgent need to combat the social
stigma surrounding addiction. He said that the District
Administration has started a campaign to reintegrate such
victims in society. He also said that the Administration is
committed to make the whole 190 panchayats of the dis-
trict Drug free Panchayats. He also urged students to carry
out an effective campaign in their schools and colleges to
educate students and their parents about the ill effects of
drugs and illicit trafficking. On the occasion, the guest
speakers enlightened the participants that the drug evil
must be eradicated at any cost and public opinion must be
created against it. They asked the students to participate
in the campaign against drug abuse and help others by
making them aware about various aspects of drug abuse
prevalent in society Earlier, a rally was carried out by vol-
unteer youth and students of different educational insti-
tutes that passed through Main Bazar Pulwama to Govt
Degree College to aware people about the ill effects of
drug addiction.

Principal GDC Pulwama, District Social Welfare
Officer, Chief Education Officer, Religious scholars,
lawyers, ICDS workers, members from Chemist and
Druggist Association and NGOs and a large number of
students were present in the event.

Int’l Day against Drug Abuse & Illicit
Trafficking observed at Pulwama
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BANDIPORA, JUNE 26: The Department of Excise and
Taxation on Monday organised a day-long awareness
programme to observe the International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking at Dak Bunglow,
Sumbal.

The event was attended by students, Social activists,
public representatives and other officers of the sub-divi-
sion.

The event was chaired by In-charge North Kashmir
Excise and Taxation department Showkat Ahmad Bahar.

Officials said the main aim to organise such events is to
educate the general public about drug abuse and illicit
trafficking.

Excise department observes International
Day against Drug Abuse, Illicit Trafficking 

Bal Sabha organised at Wathoo, Shopian
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KUPWARA, JUNE 26: On the eve of
International Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking, School Education depart-
ment, Social Welfare and Youth Services &
Sports department under the aegis of
District Administration Kupwara today
organized different activities including ral-
lies, marathons, pledges, awareness pro-
grammes across Kupwara district to gener-
ate mass awareness regarding the ill effects
of drugs. On the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara, Ayushi Sudan,
Cultural Education Wing CEO Office

Kupwara in collaboration with Youth
Services & Sports department organized a
bicycle race from DC office complex
Kupwara to GDC Kupwara.

The race was flagged-off by Chief
Education Officer (CEO) Kupwara, Abdul
Hamid Fani in presence of Principal BHSS
Kupwara and officials of YS&S department.
Speaking on the occasion, CEO highlighted
the significance of the day and emphasized
the need for awareness among the youth to
combat the growing menace of drug and
substance abuse.

After the culmination of the race,
Mohammad Abass Chopan, Malik Adnan

and Malik Mursaleen of BHSS Kupwara
secured 1st, 2nd and 3rd positions respec-
tively. Later the students were felicitated
with awards within the premises of BHSS
Kupwara. At Handwara, the Social Welfare
Department in collaboration with BHSS
Handwara commemorated the
International Day against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking at Boys Higher Secondary
School Handwara.

On the occasion, several officers includ-
ing Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Handwara, Nazir Ahmad Mir; SHO
Handwara, CDPO Rajwar and Principals of
the BHSS/GHSS highlighted the impor-

tance of Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.
The speakers highlighted that Drug

abuse remains a significant public health
concern, affecting millions of people from
all walks of life. 

It not only poses serious health risks but
also leads to social, economic, and legal
consequences. The illicit drug trade exacer-
bates these issues, fueling organized crime,
violence, and instability in communities
around the globe. Meanwhile, a large num-
ber of students actively participated and
pledged under Nasha Mukht Bharat
Abhiyaan to make their community, family,
friends and themselves drug free.

Int’l Day against Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking observed at Kupwara 
Rallies, marathons, pledges, awareness programmes held across district to mark the event
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Yuzvendra Chahal attends Global Chess

League, calls Chess his 'first love'
NEW DELHI, JUN 26: India
leg-spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal, who knows a thing
or two about chess, says
playing the sport at a com-
petitive level has helped
him to stay patient while
dealing with challenges in
his cricket career. Chahal,
who has represented India
in the World Youth Chess
Championship, has joined
SG Alpine Warriors as their
ambassador in the ongoing
Global Chess League.

"My first jerseys came
from playing chess, and the
sport has taught me
patience over the years.
And that helps me in my
cricket because sometimes
you may bowl well, but not
get a wicket, and it is then
that patience is really need-
ed," Chahal said in a press
release on Monday.

A well-known chess afi-
cionado, Chahal explained

that the sport has similari-
ties with cricket because it is
essential to plan your way
through the game in both.
"Chess and cricket are simi-
lar, but in cricket, you can
show your aggression, but
in chess, you can't. It is all
about how calm you are in
chess. 

"For example, if I am
bowling, I can say some-

thing to the batter, but in
chess, you must stay calm
and focused. And it will
eventually help you in your
life as well," the Indian
cricketer said on the side-
lines of the Global Chess
League here.

The 32-year-old Chahal,
who said he didn't expect to
be playing for the Indian
cricket team when he

stepped away from chess,
noted that the Global Chess
League is a shot in the arm
for the sport. "In India, we
always follow cricket, but
the Global Chess League is
the IPL of chess. This is the
first edition of this tourna-
ment, so a comparison with
the IPL isn't fair. 

But it is a great initiative
as people will learn more
about chess and the league.
"And the new format of
mixed teams is a fantastic
thing too. I am waiting for
about 10-15 years, and then
you will see new players
coming through, and people
will talk about the Global
Chess League. I will be very
happy when it comes to that
stage."

The likes of world cham-
pions Magnus Carlsen and
Viswanathan Anand are
among those who have
praised the tournament. 

LONDON, JUN 26: The
Ashes kicked off spectacu-
larly, providing exhilarat-
ing entertainment as
expected, as Australia won
the closely fought 1st Test
match by 2 wickets on Day
5. Adding to the drama was
Ollie Robinson's
'unsavoury' send-off of
Usman Khawaja in the first
innings, which did not go
down well with the cricket-
ing fraternity, especially

former Australian players.
While Matthew Hayden

labelled Robinson 'a forget-
table cricketer', his captain
during his playing years,
Ricky Ponting, got into a
war of words after the
under-fire England seamer
said, "We've all seen Ricky
Ponting, (and) other
Aussies do the same to us". 

Now, another former
Australian cricketer and
captain stepped in to give

his two cents on the situa-
tion.

Lambasting Robinson
during a podcast, Michael
Clarke said, "He (Robinson)
needs to shush. If England
were fully fit, you wouldn't
even get a game, Ollie. 

I actually don't know
what he is doing. If James
Anderson is saying all this,
he's got the street cred. 

This dude has been
around for five minutes."

Amid all the criticism,
Robinson managed to find
support from his team-
mates, with veteran Stuart
Broad echoing similar sen-
timents. 

While backing Robinson,
Broad said, "Ricky Ponting
had a bit of a nibble
because Robbo brought his
name into things during a
press conference, but not
because Ricky was a huge
sledger.

Clarke blasts Ollie Robinson's approach
in the Birmingham Test

Stern test awaits India in SAFF Championships
football match against Kuwait

BENGALURU, JUN 26:
Already through to the
semifinals, India will face
their sternest test in the
SAFF Championship foot-
ball when they face formi-
dable Kuwait in their last
league match here on
Tuesday.

With six points from two
wins, the same as India,
Kuwait have also entered
the semifinals and
Tuesday's match at the Sree
Kanteerava Stadium will
decide the Group A winner.

Pakistan and Nepal face
each other in the other
match of the day, which has
been rendered inconsequen-
tial as both the sides are
already out of contention
for the semifinals after los-
ing their two earlier match-
es. India had brushed aside
Pakistan 4-0 but had to
work hard in their 2-0 win
over Nepal. Their defence
looks in fine fettle having
managed a clean sheet for a
record eight successive
matches.

However, the midfield
and frontline will have to
perform a notch higher
against a strong side like

Kuwait.
India had struggled for

more than an hour to pene-
trate Nepal defence, and
Kuwait could pose even
taller hurdles with a much
more organised and experi-
enced defence. India’s pri-
mary weapon for finding
goals still remains the talis-
manic Sunil Chhetri, who
struck a hat-trick against
Pakistan and then opened
the scoring against Nepal.

It was just an understate-
ment when Sahal Abdul
Samad said other players,
including himself, need to
find the target more often
than not to take the burden
off Chhetri.

It is imperative for India
to find multiple goal-scorers

ahead of playing against
fancied opponents as they
will hardly give any wriggle
room for Chhetri.

“Every aspect (of the
game) has room for
improvement. It’s a posses-
sion game, keep the ball as
much as we can and score
the goals. We have a fantas-
tic player who scores goals
for us," Sahal had said.

“The coach asked us to
change that, and we need to
start scoring. Not just Sunil
(Chhetri) bhai.”

On the other hand,
Kuwait, who enjoy a 2-1
head-to-head record against
India, have so far dished out
a very disciplined game in
the tournament. They were
authoritative while script-

ing 3-1 and 4-0 victories
over Nepal and Pakistan
respectively.

They would want to con-
tinue in the same vein
against India, despite taking
time to acclimatise with the
conditions here. It will also
put them in a good frame of
mind ahead of the semifi-
nals.

“We sometimes play well,
but our ball possession can
get better. Before coming
here, we played difficult
matches with African
teams," said Kuwait head
coach Rui Bento.

"It is very difficult to play
in this weather, because the
humidity is very high. But I
have to congratulate our
players for the previous two
matches.”

This is the first time India
are facing Kuwait since an
international friendly in
November 2010. The two
teams have undergone lay-
ers of transformation in the
interim, and they would not
want to settle for anything
less than a win. Tuesday’s
matches: Pakistan vs Nepal,
3.30 PM; India vs Kuwait,
7.30 PM.

NEW DELHI : Sarfaraz Khan's non-
inclusion in the Indian team for the
West Indies tour was criticised by
none other than Sunil Gavaskar, but
BCCI sources claimed that his below-
par "fitness level" as well as alleged
"off-field conduct" has influenced the
decision.

The Mumbai batter scored 2566 runs
in the last three Ranji seasons. He
scored 928 runs in the 2019/20 season,
982 in the 2022-23 and 656 in the 2022-
23 season.

The 25-year-old has a very impres-
sive career average of 79.65 after 37
red ball games, so it was very surpris-
ing that the two-time former India U-
19 World Cup player had to make way
for someone like Ruturaj Gaikwad,
whose career average is 42-plus.

"The angry reactions are under-
standable but I can tell you with some
degree of certainty that the reason

behind Sarfaraz getting ignored time
and again is not just cricketing one.
There are multiple reasons for which
he hasn't been considered," a BCCI
official privy to selection develop-
ments told PTI on conditions of
anonymity.

"Are the selectors fools to not con-
sider a player who has scored 900 plus
runs in successive seasons? One of the
reason is his fitness which isn't exactly
of international standard.

"He has to work hard, maybe shed
weight and comeback leaner and fitter
as it's not just batting fitness that is
sole criteria for selection," the source
added. However, a source close to
Sarfaraz said that he has recently
scored 16.5 in YoYo test during his
stint at NCA.

According to the BCCI official, fit-
ness is not the only reason for his non-
selection. "His conduct on and off the

field hasn't exactly been top notch.
Certain things said, certain gestures
made and some incidents have been
taken note of. 

A bit more disciplined approach
would only do him a world of good.
Hopefully, Sarfaraz along with his
father and coach Naushad Khan will
work on those aspects," the senior offi-
cial added.

Reportedly, Sarfaraz's celebrations
after his hundred against Delhi earlier
this year during a Ranji game, didn't
go down well.

Before that, during the 2022 Ranji
Trophy final, his conduct during a
break had irked MP coach and
Mumbai stalwart Chandrakant Pandit.

However, a source close to Sarfaraz
said, "Chandu sir treats him like a son
and he has hugged my son. He has
known him as a kid and loves him like
anything. 

India call-up: Sarfaraz Khan might
have to work on his fitness
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JI NEWS SERVICE

KULGAM, JUNE 26:
Commissioner Secretary, Social
Welfare, Sheetal Nanda, today
visited Kulgam where she
presided over a mega function
organized by District Social
Welfare Department Kulgam
and  district administration to
observe International Day
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking.

While addressing at the event,
Commissioner Secretary high-
lighted the importance of cele-
brating the day. She  added that
the day is beit observed to
strengthen action and coopera-
tion in achieving the goal of drug
free society.

She also highlighted the
importance of parental supervi-
sion to keep their child away

from drugs. She also urged upon
the people to utilize the services
of Toll free help- lines including
drug de-addiction help-line
14446 and Tele Manas 14416.

Addressing the gathering,
Deputy Commissioner Kulgam
stressed upon undertaking com-
munity intervention measures in
the mitigation of substance abuse
disasters.

Showing his concern over
drug menace, he advocated for
community support to deal with
this menace. He highlighted the
measures and initiatives being
taken up to curb and eliminate
drug menace in Kulgam. He
added that illicit poppy was
destroyed over about 1000 kanal
of land during this season.

Experts and resource persons

also shared their valuable sug-
gestions and experiences during
this awareness session.

Moreover, to celebrate the day,
a rally was organized which was
flagged by Commissioner
Secretary from Mini-Secretariat
to raise awareness about the
drug abuse which was participat-
ed by students from various
schools. Painting competition
and essay writing competitions
were also organised by the Social
Welfare Department in collabo-
ration with Education
Department on the theme.

In a felicitation ceremony, tro-
phies and medals were distrib-
uted among the winners and par-
ticipants of essay and painting
competitions. A book titled
Wabal-e- Mansheyat was also
released by the Commissioner
Secretary in presence of Deputy

Commissioner and Director
Social Welfare, Mohammad
Shafeeq Chak. Later, a pledge
taking ceremony was also held
where Commissioner Secretary
administered the  pledge to the
participants on 'Say no to drugs'.

The programme was also
attended by ADDC, Showkat
Ahmad Rather, ADC, Viqar
Ahmed Giri, ACR, ACD, ACP,
DSWO, CEO, CMO and other
officers besides a large number of
students, staff members, PRIs
and locals. Earlier,
Commissioner Secretary visited
Drug De-addiction Centre
Kulgam and took a detailed
review of its functioning. DSWO
briefed her about the facilities
available in the center.

Later, Commissioner Secretary
also interacted with the patients
and attendants. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, JUNE 26: Dr C K Gariyali, Trustee, Equitas
Small Finance Bank Ltd. called on Lieutenant Governor Shri
Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhavan today.

Dr Gariyali accompanied by Sh Johan Alex, Executive
Director, Sh Sunny Rampal, Vice President of the Bank and
Sh M K Bhat - Founder Help line humanity held discussion
with the Lt Governor on various matters, which includes
starting a branch of the bank in Jammu, opening school and
vocational courses, assistance in cleanliness of Dal Lake as a
pilot project and promotion of local folk art. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JUNE 26: Union
Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Textiles and Director General
NIFT, Rohit Kansal, and
Secretary in Industry &
Commerce Department, Smita
Sethi today attended unveiling
ceremony of packaging proto-
types and craft document for
Handicrafts and Handloom
products of Jammu region at JLN
Udyog Bhawan Jammu.   

The event was organized
under the guidance of

Vikramjeet Singh, Commissioner
Secretary, Industries &
Commerce.  

Dr Javid Ahmed Wani,
Director National Institute of
Fashion Technology, Srinagar,
apprised the artisans and
weavers from Jammu, Samba
and Kathua districts of the pack-
aging project through a detailed
comprehensive presentation.

Other dignitaries present on
the occasion were Director
Handicrafts and Handloom,
Jammu, Dr. Vikas Gupta,  MD
JKTPO Khalid Jahangir and other

officers of the Industries and
Commerce department.

Another important aspect of
the event was unveiling of the

craft document exhibiting the
crafts of Jammu division by the
dignitaries. The event was aimed
to create a strategic and attractive

packaging design solution for
branding Handicraft and
Handloom items of Jammu divi-
sion viz Basohli Painting, Basohli
Pashmina, Phulkari Products,
Calico Printing and Lathe cum
Lacquer. The project envisions
evolving a roadmap to create
unique and sustainable packag-
ing to add value to the artefacts
of the Jammu cottage industry, to
give a unique packaging presen-
tation to create a benchmark hav-
ing international standards and
to determine the unique selling
point of chosen Jammu
Handicrafts and Handloom
goods.

Trustee, Equitas Small Finance 
Bank Ltd call on Lt Governor 

Commissioner Secretary SWD visits Kulgam; Chairs International
Day celebration against Drug abuse, illicit trafficking 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JUNE 26:  Jammu
Municipal Corporation has
roped in animal activists, lovers
and volunteers to work for the
welfare of stray animals.

MVO, Dr. Sushil Kumar
Sharma convened a meeting with
the volunteers and held thread-
bare discussions on various
issues of animal welfare and pro-
tection rights of animals.

MVO, JMC briefed about the
various animal welfare activities
being carried out by the JMC. He
informed that till date more than
33,000 street dogs have been ster-

ilized, vaccinated within JMC
limits ,while  3190   different
stray animals were rescued and
treated at MACC, Roop Nagar
during the year 2022-2023. He
sought suggestions and coordi-
nation from the animal activists
for the effective implementation
of Animal Birth Control

Programme  to stabilise the dog
population in Jammu city.

To implement the ABC pro-
gramme effectively and timely
rescue of sick/ injured stray ani-
mals, the meeting decided to
constitute different levels of
coordination committees involv-
ing animal activists and volun-

teers and resident welfare associ-
ations to monitor and supervise
animal welfare  activities at
ground level. 

All these committees will also
work to sensitize, inform and
educate the community about
the effectiveness of the ABC pro-
gramme in helping to reduce the
dog population growth as well as
in eradicating rabies in Jammu
city.

MVO, JMC further disclosed
that JMC will soon have the facil-
ity of ultrasound, X-ray and
blood analyzer for providing bet-
ter health care diagnostic to the
ailing stray animals admitted in

MACC, Roop Nagar. Also JMC is
going to purchase more
hydraulic cattle catcher and dog
catcher vehicles so that every res-
cue call can be attended in a time
bound manner.

In the meeting various sugges-
tions have also been put forth by
the participants for the cause of
animal welfare and MVO, JMC
assure that JMC will consider
them in a phase manner. All the
animal activists/ lovers/ volun-
teers present in the meeting took
pains to work in close coordina-
tion with JMC so that steriliza-
tion/ vaccination of all the street
dog population present in
Jammu city could be ensured in a
time specific period.

JMC ropes in activists to work of cause of animals 
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 26: National Health Mission J&K
today released ranking of Public Health facilities on
Hospital Management Information System (JK e
Sahaj) for the month of May 2023.

In first phase of implementation, about 578 facilities
have been covered under this initiative and will be
further extended to other facilities in phased manner.

In the category of Associated Hospitals of
Government Medical Colleges, the first rank has been
clinched by Chest Disease Hospital Jammu followed
by GMC Udhampur, SMGS Hospital, Jammu; AH
GMC Rajouri, and Government Medical college,
Jammu. The bottom five in this category included
Super Speciality, Srinagar, GMC Handwara, Children
Hospital Bemina, Srinagar, Kashmir Nursing Home,
Srinagar and Jammu, Government Dental College.

In the category of District Hospitals, first rank has
been secured by DH Samba followed by DH Reasi,
DH Shopian, Government Hospital Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu and DH Bandipora. The bottom five in this
category included DH Kulgam, MCCH Anantnag,
DH Ramban, DH Budgam and DH Ganderbal.

In the category of Community Health Centres
(CHCs), CHC Dooru got the first rank followed by
CHC Marh, CHC Shangus,  CHC Gool and CHC
Banihal. The bottom five in this category included
CHC Nowshera, CHC Taryath, CHC Rohama CHC
Kangan and CHC Khansahab.

In the category of Primary Health Centres (PHCs)
and UPHCs, first rank has been clinched by PHC
Sallar followed by PHC Mattan  PHC Achabal, PHC
Aishmuqam and PHC Safapora. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, JUNE 26: International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking was observed today by
the office of the District Social
Welfare Officer, Jammu in collabora-
tion with District Administration
Jammu at Teachers Bhawan, Gandhi
Nagar.

The programme was organized
with an aim to make people aware of
the harmful effects of drugs and to
determine a society free of drug abuse
especially among youth.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Jammu, Avny Lavasa
appealed the participants to deliver

the message to common masses about
the hazards of drug abuse. She
encouraged the participants to be a
part of the campaign.

The Deputy Commissioner also
informed the participants that there is
a  dire need to address reasons which
provoke youth towards drugs. She
urged the participants to work reli-
giously to eradicate this evil from the
society.

District Social Welfare Officer,
Jammu, Mamta Rajput also briefed
the participants about the launch of
Nasha Mukt Panchayat Abhiyaan in
all the panchayats of Jammu district
through the Rural Development
Department on the direction of

Hon’ble LG, Sh. Manoj Sinha.
She further said that efforts of the

Social Welfare Department is to reach
out to various sections of society by
conducting awareness events, cam-
paigns  which are all aimed towards
eradicating drugs and substance
abuse to create a drug free society, a
drug free Jammu and a drug free
Nation.

Earlier, the event was started with
the signature campaign and subse-
quently Swasth Rath ,the Bike rally
and Walkathon were flagged off by
the Deputy Commissioner Jammu in
the presence of Director General,
Social Welfare Department Jammu,
Vivek Sharma; Mission Director,
Mission Shakti/Mission Vatsalya
J&K, Harvinder Kour; ADC, Law &
Order Jammu, Harvinder Singh and
other Officers and Officials of District
Administration and Social Welfare
Department.

During the programme, various
activities were organized to inform
the participants regarding the harm-
ful effects of drugs. A skit was also
presented by students of MAM
College, Jammu. The NCC and NSS
Cadets of MAM College, Science
College, Women College Parade and
Biker Association were also present in
the event.

NHM releases ranking of
Public Health facilities on

JK e Sahaj for May 2023

SWD Jammu observes Int'l Day against
Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking

Handicrafts, Handloom Directorate, NIFT unveil packaging prototypes for Jammu Handicrafts 
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BHADERWAH, JUNE 26: A symposium on Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan was today organised by Cultural Unit of
Department of Information and Public Relations Jammu
here in Bhaderwah Valley Public School.

As many as 10 students participated in the event.
Mohammad Tabreek bagged first position, while Zia
Tabassum and Arisha Saleem secured second and third
positions, respectively. All the winners and participants
were felicitated with prizes and certificates. The competition
was judged by Dazy Akhter, Sonika and Nazma Zahoor.
Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Guest School Principal
Tehsina Begum shared her views on the topic and appreci-
ated the Cultural Unit of Department of Information and
Public Relations for organizing such a meaningful program
to aware the future of the nation. Among other staff mem-
bers of the school, officials of the Information Department
and a large number of audience witnessed the program.

Program was coordinated by Rajid Manzoor, Cultural
Assistant of Cultural Unit Jammu. 

Cultural Unit DIPR Jammu organises
symposium in Bhaderwah School
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SRINAGAR, JUNE 26: A delegation of District Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (DGPC), Srinagar called on
Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha at Raj Bhavan today.

The members of the delegation including Gurmeet Singh
Bali, Jaspal Singh, Ranjit Singh, Jasbir Singh Wazir and
Jasbir Singh Oberoi apprised the Lt Governor on the prepa-
rations made by the DGPC to celebrate the Parkash Purab of
Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji at Gurudwara Chattipatshahi.

The delegation also discussed various other issues of the
members of Sikh Community including employment
opportunities for youth and protection and conservation of
Sikh heritage.

The Lt Governor assured the members of the delegation
of all the support. He asked the delegation to motivate and
encourage young generation to avail the benefits of the self-
employment initiatives under Mission Youth and other
schemes of the Government.

“The government is committed to facilitate the spirit of
enterprise among the youth and we have taken many steps
to create supportive infrastructure for skill development,
financial support etc to meet the aspirations of young gener-
ation,” the Lt Governor said.

Delegation of District Gurdwara 
Parbandhak Committee Srinagar

calls on Lt Governor  Sinha 
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'CORPORATION TO SOON HAVE MODERN VETERINARY DIAGNOSTIC FACILITIES'  

INITIATIVE WILL ENHANCE SALES, EARNINGS OF ARTISANS, WEAVERS: ROHIT KANSAL

DC CALLS ON STAKEHOLDERS TO FIGHT THE MENACE RELIGIOUSLY

UDHAMPUR, JUNE 26:  Department of Excise and
Taxation, Udhampur-Reasi Range, today organized a
Kabaddi Tournament in District Udhampur to observe
International day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

Before starting the tournament, all the participants and
officials of Excise department and District Youth Services
and Sports took a pledge to promote Nasha Mukht Bharat
Abhiyan.

Excise and Taxation department
organises Kabaddi tournament


