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JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APR 19: Shiv
Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray) Jammu-
Kashmir unit expressed
great disappointment over
the collection of money on
the name of registration
fee from the devotees
coming from across the
country to perform holy
pilgrimage of Amarnath
Yatra which is starting
from July 1, 2023. The
Party demanded free reg-
istration system on the
lines of Shri Mata
Vaishnodevi Yatra and
also to ensure that the
Yatra continues smoothly

for the stipulated period of
62 days.

Addressing a press
conference in Jammu
today, Manish Sahni,
President Shiv Sena (UBT)
J&K said that organiza-
tions claiming Hindu
nation and Hindutva are
sitting on Jaziya collection
at Hindu religious places.
On the one hand, the gov-
ernment claims to have
Hinduist thinking, and on
the other hand, money is
being collected in the
name of registration at
religious places of Hindus,
he added.

Sahni said that before
2019 only Rs 50 registra-

tion fee was charged for
the holy Shri Amarnath
Yatra which has was
increased to Rs 100 and
now the Shrine Board is
charging Rs 220/120 in
2023 on online/offline
modes respectively. Sahni
said that the pilgrims com-
ing on this yatra have to
shell out money to com-
plete the earlier medical
and other formalities and
the Jaziya collection of Rs
220 for registration has
increased the expenditure
of the pilgrims. Raising
questions on the duration
period of 62 days this year,
Sahni said that most of the
time in the past, after 35-40

days of Yatra, the Holy
Shivling starts melting.
Due to which the devotees
arriving late are very dis-
appointed, most of the
devotees are forced to can-
cel the journey and return
from Jammu without
Darshan.

Sahni said that the
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir is not
ready to listen to the voice
of the people and meet the
opposition leaders, espe-
cially the Shiv Sena.  A
memorandum has been
sent through e-mail to the
Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir to
free Shri Amarnath Yatra
from all kinds of fees and
to ensure that the darshan
of the holy Himalinga is
maintained for the dura-
tion of the yatra.  On this
occasion president Mehila
wing Meenakshi Chibber,
Gen Secretary Vikas
Bakshi,Chairman Rakesh
Gupta ,  President
Kamghar wing Raj Singh,
Arun Kumar , Uma
Sharma , Arti Sharma ,
Tarsem Sharma , Anshul
Kundel and many others
were present.

Shiv Sena seeks free registration
for Amarnath pilgrims
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JAMMU, APR 19: Sham
Langer, Convener Trade
Cell Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) Jammu and
Kashmir has asserted that
Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory is all set
for an unprecedented
industrial revolution that
is going to give big push to
the economy of Jammu
and Kashmir besides pro-
viding employment on a
large scale to the youth of
this region.

In a statement issued to
media here today, the sen-
ior BJP leader said that in
J&K’s journey towards
overall transformation
under the PM Modi led
Govt at the Centre and Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha
Administration, the UT is
fast heading towards
achieving the goal of Naya
Jammu and Kashmir very
soon. He said that multi-

ple schemes have been

rolled out for J&K and its

people but the industrial

policy is the most signifi-

cant one among these as it

is a panacea which will

augment every other sec-

tor thus addressing multi-

ple issues confronted by

the people of this Union

Territory having suffered

a lot during over three

decades of turmoil due to

terrorism.

Sham Lal Langer said

that as reported in media

the government is estab-

lishing 42 new Industrial

Estates in J&K for which
more than 48,000 kanal
land has been identified.
Moreover, it is welcome
news that 3379 applica-
tions have been approved
with Rs. 34,294 cr pro-
posed investment and that
MoU with IRCON and
NBCC for development of
industrial estates will be
inked shortly.

The senior BJP leader
stated that the success
story of J&K under LG
Manoj Sinha can be well
gauged from the fact that
J&K is the first Union
Territory in the country to
onboard 167 e-services of
18 departments on Single
Window Platform and
integrate it with National
Single Window Portal of
Government of India.
Moreover, all the e-servic-
es are also integrated with
Rapid Assessment System
(RAS), Digilocker and
National Generic

Document Registration
System (NGDRS) portals.
He said that this has led to
the streamlining of overall
administrative system
making it fast track
besides promoting trans-
parency and accountabili-
ty to which the industrial
sector is no exception.

Emphasizing that
Industries & Commerce
Department envisions
doubling investment with
emphasis on promotion of
indigenous products
through GI tagging in
global markets in line with
One District One Product
(ODOP) scheme, he said
that very soon the prod-
ucts of J&K especially after
GI tagging are expected to
dominate the global mar-
ket. He expressed grati-
tude to the Prime Minister
Modi and LG Sinha for the
endeavour to transform
J&K with the industrial
revolution.

J&K on path of industrial revolution, UT

economy to get big boost: Sham Langer
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JAMMU, APR 19: Rattan Lal Gupta,
Provincial President Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference
(JKNC) Jammu has asserted that
National Conference has always
stood for the cause of Kashmiri
Migrants and shall continue the
same for all times to come while
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has
only exploited them to the hilt by
making hollow promises. He
expressed this while addressing a
meeting of office bearers of Youth
Wing of Minority Cell Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference
(JKNC) held at the Party headquar-
ter at Sher-e-Kashmir Bhawan,
Jammu under the chairmanship of
Jatin Bhat, President Minority Cell
Youth Wing JKNC Jammu here
today. 

Rattan Lal Gupta was the Chief
Guest in the today’s meeting which
was called to discuss the issues and
problems being faced by the people
belonging to Kashmiri Pandit
Community who are living across
Jammu region. 

Jatin Bhat, President Minority
Cell Youth Wing JKNC Jammu at
the very outset highlighted the prob-
lems of Kashmiri migrants displaced
due to terrorist onslaught in the
Valley. The issues discussed and
deliberated during the meeting per-
tained to cash assistance provided to

displaced families, over aged youth
suffering on account of exodus from
the Valley, allotment of shops with-
in the Kashmiri Migrant camps and
the pitiable condition of tene-
ments/quarters besides many other
significant issues. 

Rattan Lal Gupta while address-
ing the gathering lamented that BJP
has exploited Kashmiri Pandit
migrants to the hilt just for satiating
their vote bank interests. He said
that it is really unfortunate that
despite increased cost of living amid
sky rocketing prices and peak infla-
tion the cash assistance being paid to
the Kashmiri Migrants has not been
enhanced for the past so many
years.

He said while DA of the employ-
ees was also hiked due to high cost
of living, the Kashmiri migrants are
unable to meet their ends with the
meager cash assistance and these
people are out on roads protesting
for relief enhancement and other
issues. He appealed to the Govt to
immediately announce a reasonable
hike in the cash assistance being pro-
vided to them. 

The senior NC leader said that
the BJP Govt had made promises to
rehabilitate the KP migrants in the
Valley but these proved to be a cruel
joke as no steps were taken in this
direction since 2014. 

He dared the BJP Govt to reveal
what steps have been taken by it for

employment of KP unemployed
youth including those who are now
barred due to their being over aged.
He urged the Govt to provide
appropriate one time settlement
compensation to the over aged
Kashmiri Pandit youth. Regarding
the KP employees appointed under
PM Package, Rattan Lal Gupta said
that it is not justified for the Govt to
make migrant employees as scape-
goats by forcing them to resume
their duties in absence of adequate
security for them in Valley.

Rattan Lal Gupta while asserting
that the two room tenements were
constructed under the  UPA govt
headed by Sardar Manmohan Singh
and Under the regime of Omar
Abdullah in J&K asked the  BJP to
clarify how many quarters were con-
structed for KP migrants in Jammu
region after 2014 when it came to
power at the Centre.

He said that the quarters in dif-
ferent KP camps are lying in a
pitiable condition and the Govt must
immediately initiate meaningful
renovation of the same. He also
demanded that the shops lying
vacant in these camps should also be
allotted to the deserving KPs follow-
ing a proper procedure.

The senior NC leader reiterated
that NC has always stood for the
cause of Kashmiri migrants and
shall continue its fight for their
cause for ever. He said that BJP has
only exploited them by making false
promises.

Those who were present in the
meeting included:  Lakhshi Datta,
Ashok Koul, Rattan Lal Mahlla,
Sardar Harminder Singh, Rajinder
Dhar, Varinder Pandita, Umesh
?alashi, Veer Ji, Inderjeet, Geeta JI
and others.
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JAMMU, APR 19: Several
women joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) at a function in
Belicharana, Gandhi
Nagar Mandal of Bahu
Constituency, of Jammu
District South, saying they
were driven by the deci-
sion of the Modi govern-
ment to revoke the special
status to Jammu and
Kashmir under Article
370. A large number of
women from various parts
of society joined the BJP
(saffron party) in the pres-
ence of its BJP District
President Jammu South
Rekha Mahajan, at a pro-
gram organized by the BJP
Mahila Morcha of Jammu
district south at
Belicharana.

District Vice President
and Mandal Prabhari
Narinder Gupta, Mandal
President Bharat Bhushan,

Mandal General Secretary
Suraj Rana Mahila Morcha
District President Divya
Jain, Rishul
Langeh,Mahila Morcha
Mandal President Ritika
Dhiman, Meetu Sharma,
Susheela, Amrica devi and
other prominent were
present.

Rekha Mahajan wel-
comed a large number of
women from different
caste barriers for their
decision to join the BJP
party, saying "The BJP has
constantly acted as a fami-
ly that respects everybody
and cares for everyone".
She said the party has
always opened up arms
for those who want to
serve the nation and socie-
ty unconditionally. Rekha
while greeting the new
entrants, claimed that a
large number of women
are coming forward in
boosting numbers to join
the BJP and strengthen the

hands of Narendra Modi
due to the public-friendly
decisions taken by the
prime minister.

Rekha added that BJP
has always championed
the cause of women and
fought for their empower-
ment and stressed the
greater role of women in
society. She said that BJP
is the only political party
that has given representa-
tion to women very fairly
in every field and stands
for the true empowerment
of women. Rekha said that
this is very clear from the
decisive steps taken by
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi led Government of
the Centre. Rekha threw
light on the dedicated role
of women in society. She
said that BJP is an organi-
zation where women have
equal rights and respect as
they play a major role and
have a sizeable quantity,
unlike other political

organizations.
Rekha stressing that

empowerment of women
is necessary for speedy
development of 21st cen-
tury India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said that making
the lives of women easier
and providing them
growth opportunities are
among the top priorities of
his government.

Rekha added that the
"Rapid development of
women, and their empow-
erment is important for
the rapid development of
21st century India under
the visionary leadership of
PM Narendra Modi.
Rekha also congratulate
new entrants into the
party fold and gave guru
mantra to them, she said
BJP always believes in the
policy of "Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vishwas aur Sabka
Prayas" and we must fol-
low the ideology of the
party and work in the
interest of the nation
building. 

The new entrants also
said they "were driven by
the great decision" by the
Modi government to
revoke the special status to
Jammu and Kashmir
under Article 370, Triple
Talaq, and build confi-
dence among the common
masses, which forced us to
join the "nationalist party".
A group of women said
they have got a big relief
in the form of the decision
which will promise their
wards a better future. 

Women empowerment is key to
development: Rekha Mahajan
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JAMMU, APR 19: Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leaders on Wednesday
paid rich tributes to Bhim Rao
Ambedkar here at village Jagwal in
Suchetgarh area.

Taranjit Singh Tony, Chairman
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Jammu
and Kashmir for Administrative
Engagement and Minority Affairs,
and DDC Member Suchetgarh,
while remembering Baba Saheb
recalled his contribution towards
uplifting the underprivileged sec-
tions of the society and providing
them justice by means of Indian
Constitution. He said that such
luminaries are rare in the history of
the world, who had worked all
through their lives to ensure justice
to poor and deprived strata of the
society.  It is pertinent to mention
that AAP is organizing week-long
events to celebrate Ambedkar
Jayanti and today’s programme was
also the part of the same. The event
was organized by Sarpanchs Tilak
Raj Bhagat, Shashi Bhagat and Sarfo
Devi. Taranjit demanded relief for

the farmer community hit by recent
incessant rains, he appealed to the
administration to assess the losses
and release the compensation as
soon as possible. 

Yashpal Kundal, Chairman ST,
SC OBC Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Jammu and Kashmir and former
minister, while paying tributes to
Baba Saheb, made a fervent appeal
to the people not to sell their votes as
this right was granted to them after
long struggle by father of the Indian
Constitution. He appealed to the
people to exercise their right of fran-
chise after thorough deliberations
making it sure that their votes bring
revolutionary changes in the society

and not help the corrupt to deni-
grate the society as was the case in
the past many elections in J&K.   He
said that masses should use their
voting right to select and elect the
right candidate.

AAP leader Amit Kapoor said
that there is a big nexus between
education mafia and the govern-
ment. He said that some private
schools in connivance corrupt offi-
cials are fleecing the gullible parents
on one pretext or the other.  He said
that AAP will not allow this to con-
tinue and asked people to support
his party to put an end to such cor-
rupt practices being carried out
under BJP regime.

AAP leaders pay tributes to Ambedkar, remember Baba
Saheb’s contribution towards underprivileged

Assess farmers’ losses due to incessant rains, provide adequate relief: Tony, Kundal
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JAMMU, APR 19;: Former MLC &
JK UT spokesperson of BJP Girdhari
Lal Raina submitted a representa-
tion to the LG Manoj Sinha pleading
for inclusion of poor and deprived
persons/families from the
Displaced Kashmiri Hindu commu-
nity. There are several families who
are living in very bad conditions in
rented accommodation for several
decades now. Their request for allot-
ment of accommodation in camps
has been pending for years together
with the Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner (migrants) without
any positive outcome, Ex-MLC
added. Stressing further, BJP
spokesperson said, these families

like that of the widow of Late Sanjay
Sharma who was working as a Bank
guard in his village, and was
gunned down by terrorists in the vil-
lage Achan Pulwama district in the
morning hours of February 26,2023
have no place to stay. Widow of
Sanjay Sharma is also moving with
her little kids from pillar to post for
a roof, he emphasized; for the fami-
ly. Recalling repeated petitions of
the displaced community for exten-
sion of benefits of welfare schemes
of Union and state Governments
because   of   administrative obscuri-
ties, he asked UT administration to
ensure that the benefit of all welfare
schemes like Ayushman Bharat and
PMAYS etc reaches the displaced
community also.

Praising incessant efforts of UT
administration to mitigate problems
faced by the people, in particular the
poor, underprivileged and deprived
sections of the society, GL Raina said
that was being appreciated by one
and all. Welfare schemes of the
union government are reaching the
intended beneficiaries without pil-
ferage for the first time, he added
further.

Proposed policy for Land
Allotment to the poor people for
construction of houses under Prime
Minister’s Awas Yojana for the land-
less people is yet another example of
pro-poor, Antodaya intended gover-
nance model of present dispensation
under the overall leadership of
Hon’ble. 

Include poor families from among Displaced

Community for proposed PMAY Scheme: GLR

NC espouses Kashmiri Migrants’ cause,
BJP only exploited them: Rattan Lal Gupta



JINDRAH IMAGES JAMMU | THURSDAY, APRIL 20, 2023    NEWS 3

JI NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, APR 19: Senior
BJP leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister,
Kavinder Gupta on
Wednesday called on
Devendra Fadnavis,
Maharashtra's Deputy
Chief Minister and invited
through him, the big corpo-
rate world of the country to
set-up units in the Jammu
region.

At the outset of the meet-
ing, the senior BJP leader
from J&K presented a sou-
venir of Mata Vaishno Devi
Ji to Maharashtra DyCM. 

Kavinder later asked
Fadnavis for roping in
some of the big corporate
companies and persuade
them to set-up units in
Jammu as the administra-
tion in J&K has created
conducive atmosphere by
toeing a line of ease of busi-
ness and giving lot many
sops to investors intending
to enter the region with
their business proposals. 

Kavinder also discussed
employment scenario in

the Union Territory and
urged Fadnavis to bring
investors to the UT to cre-
ate new avenues for creat-
ing more jobs and provid-
ing opportunities to the
aspiring youth of the
region to have bright
careers while remaining in
their region only.  

He said that Jammu
being a place with vast
scope of film shooting as it
is rich with picturesque
natural bounties of nature

with snow covered moun-
tains, vast plains, valleys,
hills and other mesmeriz-
ing places besides the tal-
ent among the people and
their interest in arts and
drama, makes it most suit-
able place for setting up an
auxiliary film industry. 

He asked the
Maharashtra Deputy CM
to carry out measures to
realize the dream of people
of Jammu in transforming
this place into a film pro-

ducing hub as already the
J&K Government has come
up with a Film policy. 

The former Deputy Chief
Minister also apprised
Fadnavis about J&K gov-
ernment’s prolific support
to entrepreneurship and
said that investors will
have no difficulty in setting
up their units in J&K espe-
cially Jammu as govern-
ment is very supportive
and has warded off diffi-
cult procedures to help big
corporate houses to come
and establish their units in
the new carved out Union
Territory of J&K. 

After listening to the
points raised by Kavinder,
Fadnavis assured all possi-
ble help in carrying out
things which the senior BJP
leader has highlighted in
the meeting. The
Maharashtra DyCM antici-
pated that soon J&K will
get investors, who would
set up their units in the UT
to improve the socio-eco-
nomic conditions and cre-
ate jobs.

Kavinder calls on Maharashtra DyCM Fadnavis,
invites big Corporates to set up units in Jammu
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RAJOURI, APR 19: Chairperson of
Jammu and Kashmir Waqf Board Dr
Darakhshan Andrabi today visited
Hazratbal where two days ago a
massive fire had destroyed shop-
ping establishments and residential
houses. Dr Andrabi took stock of the

devastation of the massive fire
which had made dozens of families
homeless and had also burnt the
shopping centre owned by Waqf
Board. Dr Andrabi talked to the res-
idents and the business persons who
had got effected by the calamity. She
was accompanied by Waqf Board
Tehsildar cum Magistrate Ishtiyaq

Mohiuddin, Imam of Dargah Dr
Kamaluddin Farooqi and local
police and civil officers from differ-
ent departments. Dr Andrabi dis-
tributed relief cheques of fifty thou-
sand rupees per family on the spot
to the those whose houses had got
damaged in the terrible fire. "I don't
believe in visiting the people in dis-
tress like tourists and consoling
them by hollow statements. We
came to hold their hand and offer
them a kick starting for their
rebuilding their nests.  Waqf has
limited sources but we wanted to
offer these distressed people a small
amount to begin with", said Dr
Andrabi. She assured all that she
will soon submit the request for a
suitable compensation to Lieutenant
Governor and she was hopeful that
adequate help will pour in. In reply
to a question about the reasons of
the fire, Dr Andrabi said that fast
track enquiry will begin soon and if
any deliberate lapse was found,
stern action will be taken. 

Dr Andrabi distributes relief cheques
among Hazratbal fire victims today
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JAMMU, APR 19: Kashmiri  Pandit
Conference ( KPC) catogarically
declared and impressed up on the
Government at the centre and union
territory of Jammu and Kashmir that
Rehabilitation, redressal of  grave
issues is priority for  Kashmiri
Pundits in exile not elections and
registration of votes in Jammu and
Kashmir.

While expressing it's dismayed
annoyance  for ignoring and isolat-
ing   the victim Kashmiri  Pandits,
Kundan Kashmiri, President KPC
stated that the  Government of India
and leaders in the helm of affairs
never had any time or inclination to
listen to the victim Kashmiri Pandits
and unfortunately found no takers
for their tale of sorrow in the corri-
dors of power. No one in the union
territory administration and  at the
Center  had the courtesy to look into
their plight, not to think of mitigat-
ing their woes. The successive heads
of government in Jammu Kashmir
and New Delhi did not consider it
necessary even to talk to Kashmiri
Pandits in a serious manner as they
had their own priority

Kundan Kashmiri senior
Kashmiri Pandit Leader further stat-
ed  that . It is most unfortunate  that
the authorities and the establish-
ment at the helm of affairs have not
felt their pain and have also  failed to
understand that ignoring KP,s
means to ignore the nationalist and
the well-wishers of the country,

which would be never in the interest
of the nation as well as these politi-
cal parties who claims their well--
wishers.

He said  that these politicians in
helm of affairs must understand
that a meager amount of relief can't
guarantee them a dignified and hon-
orable life as the community has lost
its entire property after the mass
exodus. How long the educated
youth who were denied jobs in cen-
ter departments and ignored in
other welfare schemes announced
by the Government till date,  will
remain dependent on the meager
cash doles when their future is total-
ly bleak.

President KPC  further stated
that It is also astonishing to see that
there is no Government policy or
platform to look into the problems
of these hapless people nor any step
is being taken for their honorable
and dignified rehabilitation, at one
place in valley,despite the tremen-
dous contribution of this nationalist
community to Indian aesthetics and
other fields is immense.

President Kashmiri Pandit
Conference (KPC), Kundan
Kashmiri further stated that the dis-
placed Kashmiri Pandits community
which is in exile from the last 33
years, deserved to be heard, hugged
and healed as they are the first vic-
tim and most sufferers of the terror-
ism and discriminatory policy of the
consecutive state Govts. He  remind-
ed the government  that  earlier heal-
ing policy was launched for mili-

tants and some militant effected
people by  Mufti Sayeed Govt and
the victim Kashmiri Pandits were
totally ignored and made to suffer
for longer period.

He appealed Prime Minister of
India that KP,s to be heard, healed
and hugged, talks to be initiated
with them to know their aspiration,
opinions and their long pending
demands to be accepted which
include their one place settlement
with writ of Indian constitution in
Kashmir valley, grant of indigenous
status to them,   distress sale to be
completely nullified,passage of
shrine bill, rehabilitation of overage
youths, grave problems of of PM
package  employees to be heard.
Kundan Kashmiri has catogarically
informed the centre government
and government of  union territory
of Jammu and Kashmir that our (
Kashmiri Pandits) prority is  rehabil-
itation, redressal of grave issues ,
,not election and registration of
votes.and also suggested the central
government and election commis-
sion not to make hurry in conduct-
ing elections in Jammu and Kashmir
till whole dirt is cleaned, whether it
is militancy, corruption, encroach-
ment of land and redressal genocide
cases and issues of KP community
are solved . 

Other KPC leaders and activists
who expressed similar view are
Dr.HL Saraf, Tej Ji Pandita, MK
Raina, Susheel Ji Bhat, R L Raina
Raina,SL Zuthsi, SK Wali and oth-
ers.

Rehabilitation, redressal of grave issues is priority for
victim KPs,not election or registration of votes: KPC
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LEH, APR 19: Literacy India, a non-
profit organization in partnership
with Teleperformance India, a lead-
ing provider of digital integrated
business services, has launched
Pathshala 2.0, a unique program
aimed at providing quality educa-
tion and skill training to rural and
urban slums in India. The project is
aligned with the National Education
Policy 2020 and has been developed
by Literacy India over the last two
decades. The program utilizes tech-
nology-integrated education, smart
classes, and ‘Grassroot to Future
Skill’ training and has impacted over
200 children, adolescents, youth,
and women in the surrounding com-
munities of Village Alchi in Leh
District. It offers a variety of educa-
tional opportunities, including digi-
tal learning classes utilizing Literacy
India’s flagship Gyantantra Digital
Dost programto help students
achieve accelerated learning up to
grade 5. Pathshala 2.0 also offers
vocational training in tailoring, culi-
nary skills, and beauty & wellness
for women and youth with an aim to
empower individuals with lifelong
learning and promote educational
opportunities in the community. To
this effect six teachers were provid-

ed advanced vocational training in
tailoring and dressmaking, beauty,
wellness, culinary skills in cuisines
from North, South and Eastern
India, etc. To support teachers
against extreme climatic conditions,
they received further training in
mobile repairing, computer hard-
ware, and cooking in Gurgaon in
Delhi NCR. This has led to empow-
ering the beneficiaries with skill
training opportunities and promot-
ing holistic education. Certificates
from National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC) and Literacy
India were distributed upon com-
pletion of various courses.

“In line with our commitment to
being a Force of Good,
Teleperformance India employees
are active volunteers for engaging,
coaching, and mentoring students of
Literacy India. We have helped
establish infrastructure for the
school, built recreation rooms and
coached a group of Vidyapeeth stu-
dents on modules related to
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
Machine Learning (ML) through our
Digital Mentorship Program,”
shares Jenifer Dwivedi,
Communication & CSR lead,
Teleperformance India.

“Citizen of the World (COTW) is
Teleperformance’s charitable initia-

tive that seeks to generate a positive
impact on local communities, partic-
ularly vulnerable children, and their
families. Teleperformance India
aims to equip the children with basic
education and the youth with
recruitment readiness interventions
through mentorship programs to
enable them to get hired and sustain
a livelihood,” says Vinod Mehta,
Chief Human Resource Officer,
Teleperformance India & APAC.
Several activities conducted under
the Teleperformance`s COTW initia-
tives like Independence Day
Celebration, Dancing Session,
Cooking & Culinary skills, and
Storytelling sessions have been well
received by students in Leh.  The
Volunteering engagement of the
Teleperformance employees has
helped the students get exposure to
the outer world, sparked creativity
and enriched learning experiences
for them.

“Literacy India in past 26 years of
operations has worked in the rural
and semi-rural areas imparting edu-
cation and skills to women, youth,
and children. The collaboration with
Teleperformance India is a way for-
ward in our endeavor to empower
the communities that are in desper-
ate need,” says Captain Indraani
Singh, Managing Trustee, Literacy
India. Literacy India, with a pres-
ence in 17 Indian States and Union
Territories, has been making a sig-
nificant impact in the lives of over
800,000 children, youth, and
women. Under the Digital
Mentorship Program, students in
the field of digital education have a
one-of-a-kind experience to gain
valuable insights and training from
Teleperformance India leaders and
digital experts. This program has
proven highly advantageous to
young minds seeking to enhance
their skills and knowledge. The part-
nership has fulfilled the continued
commitment towards social devel-
opment goals for the last 18 years.

Literacy India launches rural Community
center Pathshala 2.0 program in Leh
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JAMMU, APR 19: To commemorate
the teachings of Baba Gurbachan
SinghJi, the messiah of humanity,
blood donation camps are being
organized by Sant Nirankari Mission
on 24th April 2023, which is
observed as'Manav Ekta Diwas'.
Likewise every year, this year too,
Blood donation camps are organised
by Sant Nirankari Charitable
Foundation, the social wing of
SantNirankari Missionall across
India. All the donorsvoluntarilyjoin
this campaign with great zeal
&enthusiasm. As it is well known
that Baba Gurbachan Singh ji freed
human life from all kinds of illusions
by making them realize the Truth;
along with this, many social welfare

policies were implemented for the
upliftment of the society, in which
simple marriages, de-addiction and
motivating the youth towards sports
were included. After that period of
ill being prevalent in the society, all
the devotees got a new positive
direction by the inspiring message of
Baba Hardev Singh ji that, 'Blood
should flow in veins and not in
drains'. Every Nirankari devotee is
adopting the same inspiring message
in their life for the benefit of human-
ity. Joginder Sukhija, Secretaryof
Sant Nirankari Mandal,while giving
detailed information about the pro-
gramme said that, this greatcam-
paign will be organizedin almost all
the branches of 99 zones of
SantNirankari Mission established in
India. In all these blood donation

camps;special attention will be
givento prior check-ups andhygiene
before the blooddonation. 

Along with this, properarrange-
ments forrefreshments are also
beingmade for all the blooddonors.
Qualifiedand trained teams will
come from various Government hos-
pitals & Indian Red Cross Society to
collect blood.

Definitely, this great campaign
which is being run for public welfare
is sending the divine message of
unity and humanity by showcasing
the teachings being imparted by
Present Nirankari Satguru Mata
SudikshaJi Maharaj, so that every
individual of the Nirankari fraternity
implements these inspirational
teachings in their life and work for a
cause and not for Applause.

Sant Nirankari Mission to organise blood
donation drives across India on Apr 24

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APR 19: Department of
M.A. Integrated History: Cultural
Heritage, School of Social Sciences,
Cluster University of Jammu  organ-
ized a One-Day Workshop on
Preventive   Conservation of
Manuscript” in collaboration with
Shashvat Art Gallery Museum &
Manuscripts Library Jammu,
Manuscript Conservation Centre,
established by National Mission for
Manuscripts, IGNCA, Ministry of
Culture, Government of India, to
commemorate the World Heritage
Day (18th April), 

Dr.Sindhu Kapoor introduced the
theme of the workshop and the key
speaker Dr. Suresh Abrol, (Director)
– including his team Mr. Ramesh
Chander(Advisor),Sh. K.K. Kotwal
(Technical Assisstant) and Mr.
Arvind Kotiyal (Senior Conservator)
of Shashvat Art Gallery : Museum &
Manuscripts Library Jammu - to the

students. There were two sessions in
the workshop wherein the Director
of the Gallery – Dr. Suresh Kumar
Abrol – made the students aware of
the various aspects of the conserva-
tion of manuscripts and their impor-
tance. Further, he highlighted the
various initiatives taken by the
gallery related to the conservation of
heritage and culture of the region.
The second  technical session was
headed by Mr. Arvind Kotiyal
(Senior Conservator) taught the stu-
dents various methods for conserva-
tion of manuscripts by using acid free

paper. The workshop was attended
by around 25 students of the 7th and
9th semesters of the Department of
History.

The workshop was organized
under the supervision of Dean School
of Social Sciences, Cluster University
of Jammu and was also attended by
the faculty of the Department of
History – Dr. Nitin Chandel, Dr.
Arvind Singh Jamwal & Dr. Vishal
Baloria(Asst.Prof.Dept. of History).
The vote of thanks was given by Dr.
Roshi Charak (Asst.Prof.Dept. of
History)

One day workshop on preventive conservation
of manuscript held to mark World Heritage day

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APR 19: Shiv Sena
Hindustan J&K President Pt Rajesh
Kesri today strongly resented con-
tinuously refusing to provide him
security despite making frequent
appeals. Addressing a press confer-
ence in Jammu today, Kesri said that

despite writing letter for security to
SSP Security and also dispatching
copy of same to additional DGP Of
Police, SSP did not provide security
cover. Kesri further said that hun-
dreds of political workers and their
sympathizers, many of whom hard-
ly played any role in politics, have
been provided security cover but

they have been denied security
despite making persistent appeals.
This has generated anxiety and fear
among party leaders and activists
and their families, it may be fair and
prudent to take all necessary steps
to safeguard the lives of nationalist
people in Jammu and Kashmir,"
Kesri said. 

Kesari demands security cover to organize

political activities fearlessly
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JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APR 19:

Prominent Social activists,
Retd Captain Kamal Singh
and Diwakar Singh along
with hundreds of his sup-
porters joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) under the leadership
of Deputy Mayor Jammu
& senior BJP leader Baldev
Singh Billawaria here at
ward 43, Nanak Nagar in
Bahu constituency. Retd
Captain Kamal Singh has
tried his luck as an inde-
pendent candidate from
Ward 43 Nanak Nagar in
the municipal elections of
the year 2018. Although he
moved away from politi-
cal forums in later days,
his activities in social
work continued. Deputy
Mayor, Jammu Baldev
Singh Billawaria wel-
comed Retd Captain
Kamal Singh and his to the
party wearing BJP's scarf
(patka). Deputy Mayor
Jammu, Baldev Singh
Billawaria along with local
Corporator Surjeet
Choudhary (Pappu), State
Kisan Morcha Vice
President Harbans
Choudhary, District
Secretary Pammi
Chowdhary, Indu Puri
and other senior BJP lead-
ers were present. Speaking
on the occasion, Deputy
Mayor Jammu, Billawaria
said that the party will be
benefited by the coming of
social workers retired

Captain Kamal Singh and
Diwakar Singh to the
Bharatiya Janata Party. He
said that social workers
Kamal Singh and Diwakar
Singh are always ready to
help the poor, deprived
and common people.
Deputy Mayor Jammu,
Baldev Singh Billawaria
said, "We are working on
the slogan of our Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi Ji, 'Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas', which
means 'Together with All,
Development for All'. On
this occasion, Kamal Singh
said that he expressed his
faith in BJP to bring
change in Nanak Nagar
area and took membership
under the leadership of
Baldev Singh Billawaria,
Deputy Mayor of Jammu
today. 

Later, Deputy Mayor of
Jammu Baldev Singh

Billawaria also listened to
the problems of the people
of Ward 43 Nanak Nagar,
in which the main prob-
lem of some left out con-
struction work of the deep
drain was to be made
complete. Local residents
said that due to non-com-
pletion of the construction
work of the deep drain,
the problem of waterlog-
ging persists in the area.
Deputy Mayor Jammu,
Baldev Singh Billawaria
assured the general public
of Nanak Nagar area that
their problems would be
taken up on priority basis
and all possible steps
would be taken to solve
them. The Deputy Mayor
assured the locals that the
work of the deep drain
would be started soon so
that the people could get
rid of the problem of
water logging. Deputy

Mayor Jammu said that
the problem of the people
will be resolved with the
cooperation of local
Corporator Surjeet
Choudhary (Pappu) and
the concerned depart-
ments to ensure timely
and efficient solution to
the deep drain problem.
He said that basic prob-
lems like water, electricity,
good roads, cleanliness
will be solved in Ward 43
Nanak Nagar area. He
assured the people that
several other projects in
the area would start soon
and would be completed
in a time bound manner. 

The Deputy Mayor fur-
ther said that the munici-
pal corporation will take
all necessary steps to
ensure the cleanliness and
sanitation of the ward and
urged the residents to
cooperate with them.

Prominent Social activists along with
hundreds of supporters join BJP

JI NEWS SERVICE

UDHAMPUR, APR 19:

The NSS Units GDC
Udhampur accorded
farewell to the senior NSS
volunteers as their college
tenure was approaching
its completion. The
farewell was organised by
the 2nd and 4th semester
volunteers under the
supervision of the NSS
Pos- Dr Rippy Bawa and
Dr Ajay Sharma. The over-
all guidance was provided
by the principal Prof (Dr.)
Romesh Kumar Gupta. 

The programme was
initiated by the lighting of
the traditional lamp and
invoking of Goddess
Saraswati. It was followed
by a formal welcome
address by the NSS PO Dr
Rippy Bawa. She formally
welcomed the chief guest
of the event, Prof (Dr.)
Romesh Kumar Gupta
and other invitees. In her
address she detailed the
contributions and achieve-
ments of the senior batch
of NSS units who proved
to be an asset to the college

at all fronts. Thereafter,
titles along with a token of
memory was bestowed
upon the senior volun-
teers. 

The junior volunteers
gave various perfor-
manceswhich included
dances and folk songs.

Five special titles were
bestowed by the Nss Units
to the deserving candi-
dates. Amongst them Best
Organizer NSS was given
to Rahul Salmotra, Best
Speaker NSS was given to
Amandeep Singh, Best

Dancer NSS was given to
Nitish Kalotra, Mr and
Miss Well Dressed NSS
was given to Dheeraj
Kotwal and Arti respec-
tively.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Principal Prof (Dr.)
Romesh Kumar Gupta
appreciated the contribu-
tions of the outgoing batch
throughout their long
journey of NSS. 

He further encouraged
and motivated them to
continue this journey of
selfless service throughout

their lives to serve human-
ity. 

He also applauded the
NssPos for creating such
sense of service amongst
their volunteers. The vote
of thanks was given by the
Nss PO Dr Ajay Sharma.

He also deliberated
upon the active participa-
tion of the outgoing batch
always which made the
college proud. The pro-
gram concluded with
Rashtragan and thereafter
all moved for a sumptu-
ous lunch. 

NSS units GDC Udhampur accords
farewell to senior NSS Batch

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, APR 19: On World
Liver Day, Doctors Association
Kashmir (DAK) on Wednesday
expressed pressing concern over
surge in fatty liver disease which has
reached to epidemic proportions in
Kashmir valley.

“Junk food is causing spike in
fatty liver cases in the valley,” said
DAK President Dr Nisar ul Hassan.

Dr Hassan said junk food has
become routine part of people’s lives
and has largely replaced homemade
meals. Fast food is the quickest meal
not just for busy professionals, but
there is a rising trend of fast food
among children and teenagers. They
are often seen eating fast foods like
pizzas and burgers. Children are
addicted to chips, sugary drinks and

frozen ready meals.
“This change in dietary habits

from homemade to processed and
convenient foods is the primary fac-
tor contributing to enormous bur-
den of fatty liver in Kashmir,” he
said.

The DAK President said accord-
ing to a new study from the
University of Southern California’s
Keck school of Medicine published
in clinical gastroenterology and
hepatology, junk food has been
found to cause fatty liver disease.

“If you are obese or diabetic, fast
food has even more negative impact
on the liver and can lead to even
higher amounts of fat in the liver,”
he said. Dr Nisar said one in three
persons in Kashmir have fatty liver
and young people are mostly hit.

The prevalence of disease is 60-

70% among diabetics and obese
individuals.

He said non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease is a life threatening disease
in which fat builds up in the liver. It
is the commonest cause of cirrhosis
or scarring of liver which can cause
liver failure and even cancer. People
with fatty liver have a greater
chance of developing cardiovascular
disease.

“In order to prevent this disease,
we need to go back to our culture of
taking homemade meals and avoid
junk food. We need to be on roads
and gyms rather than in luxury
cars,” he said. “Every year on April
19 World Liver Day is observed to
spread awareness about the impor-
tance of liver health and educate
people on how to maintain a healthy
liver,” he added.

Junk food behind fatty liver
epidemic in Kashmir: DAK

JI NEWS SERVICE

NOWSHERA, APR 19: A
lecture and awareness
drive on the theme "Know
Your Army" was organised
for students at Kalal,
Nowshera in District
Rajouri (J&K).  The day
long programme gave an
insight to the attendees
about the functioning, tra-
ditions and the life in gen-
eral in the Indian Army
also included Weapon dis-
play. The Armed Forces
aspirants were also briefed
about various entries avail-
able to join the defence
forces.  The vibrant gather-
ing appreciated the efforts

of Indian Army for con-
ducting such an event and

guiding the exuberant
minds towards a path of

excellence, discipline and
patriotism.

Army organises 'Know Your Army Mela’ 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APR 19: With a
vision to develop a trans-
parent and vibrant democ-
racy, BJP is ensuring value
based development poli-
tics, stated Sat Sharma.

"Dynasty based politics
gave rise to corruption,
illiteracy, poverty, unem-
ployment, agricultural dis-
tress, regionalism, and
every other social evil in
society. This has added to
the social distress to com-
mon masses, which is now
being meticulously cor-
rected by the Modi gov-
ernment", said Sat Sharma.

Sat Sharma, former BJP
president and former
Minister along with for-
mer MLA Ashwani
Sharma, JMC Councillor &
BJP SC Morcha Seh-
Prabhari Jeet Angral, and
BJP SEM Shailja Gupta lis-
tened to the public griev-
ances at BJP Headquarters,
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

While listening to the
grievances, Sat Sharma
(CA), added that Bharatiya

Janata Party has changed
the discourse of Indian
political system. PM Modi
and every BJP activist have
toiled hard to achieve this
feast by attending to the
issues and grievances
faced by the masses in
every difficult time just
like Covid marred time.

Ashwani Sharma said
that the senior BJP leaders
sincerely listen and try to
sort out their issues on a
daily basis at party head-
quarter to give the visiting
deputations and individu-

als relief in their long-
standing issues. Jeet
Angral and Shailja Gupta
diarized the issues and
coordinated the camp pro-
ceedings.

During the camp, peo-
ple from different parts of
Jammu & Kashmir visited
the party office in the form
of deputations to represent
the issues of their respec-
tive areas as well as their
individual concerns before
the senior party leader-
ship.

The main issues pre-

sented were related to the
Ration card, verification of
land titles, transformer
issues, electric poles,
streetlights, repair of
lanes/ roads, job issues,
etc.

Listening to the various
issues represented by the
deputations, BJP leaders
telephonically talked to
the concerned departmen-
tal officials and issued let-
ters for the others after
which he assured them
that their issues would be
addressed soon.

BJP working for value based 
development politics: Sat, Ashwani
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UDHAMPUR, APR 19:

Continuing on the noble
pathway as envisioned by
great visionary legend and
son of soil, Late Sh
Bhupinder Singh Pathania
(who was popularly called
as 'Voice of the poor and
downtrodden'),  a free
medical camp was organ-
ized at GHS Sail Kouri Ber
by Shri Bhupinder Singh
Pathania Charitable Trust
(J & K) where diagnosis,
specialized treatment and
medicines were offered
totally free of cost to
needy, deserving patients
of the area. Almost 500
patients have been regis-
tered till lunch and OPD
of the medical camp was
going on. The speciality of
the camp was an free eye
camp was organised by

the Rotary hospital
Udhampur. A team of
doctors of ECCLESIA
MINISTRIES and AYUSH,
Health Deptt also distrib-
uted medicines and put
up their stalls in camp.
Furthermore as per the
decision of the trust all
BPL patients shall be
assisted for free treatment
in specialty/super-spe-
cialty faculties at
Jammu/Srinagar as well
as Delhi and Chandigarh.
The camp was thrown
open at 10:00 am sharp in
the morning by Smt
Kamlesh Pathania
(Member of the Trust in
presence of R. S. Pathania,
(Spokesperson J&K BJP.
Mr Mohan Lal Sharma,
local sarpanch, Gandharb
Singh, were main organis-
ers.

The camp was organ-

ized by the trust in collab-
oration with District
Administration Udham-
pur with a view to bracing
up supplementary med-
ical diagnosis and treat-
ment in the far-flung areas
of district Udhampur with
special emphasis on
female health and
hygiene. While speaking
on the occasion, speaker
after speaker, paid heart-
felt tributes to the depart-
ed leader, who sacrificed
all his life for the uplift-
ment of poor and down-
trodden. Being a selfless
leader of the masses, he
rubbed shoulders with the
common man and tried to
ameliorate the lot of the
depressed and downtrod-
den in the area.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Mr Arjun Singh,
Managing Trustee,

thanked the District
Administration, especially
BMO Majalta and school
staff and students of GHS
SK Ber for their support in
organizing such health
camps and said that more
such camps will be organ-
ized by SBSPCT in other
rural and far flung areas
so that maximum people
can get benefit.

Prominent among
those who were present on
the occasion included
Vijay Gupta, Kuldip Singh
(trustees), Shiv Ram,
Sanjay Kumar, Mohinder
Sharma, Karan Singh,
Bikram Mankotia, Kartar
Singh, Rattan Singh
panch, Mohan Lal panch,
kaku Ram panch, Guddi
Panch, Prem Nath (ex-
sarpanch), Mohd Altaf,
Mohd Azeem, Kewal
Krishen and others.  

SBSPCT holds free medical cum awareness camp

JI NEWS SERVICE

RAJOURI, APRIL 19: As a part of the
weekly Block Diwas, Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri, Vikas Kundal
today chaired a public outreach camp
here at block Panjgrain to listen and
redress the public grievances at peo-
ple’s doorsteps. During the public out-
reach camp, the public and their repre-
sentatives highlighted a wide range of
issues and demands of their areas.
They demanded macadamization of
roads, upgradation of Govt institu-
tions, paucity of staff, better health
care facilities, scarcity of water etc.

Officers of different departments
also briefed the public about a number
of schemes being implemented in the
district and motivated them to avail
the benefits of the same.

After giving a patient hearing to the
issues projected by the public during
the event, the Deputy Commissioner
assured them that all their genuine

concerns would be redressed in a
phased manner.

In his address during the public out-
reach camp, the Deputy
Commissioner said that the Block
Diwas ensures doorstep public service
delivery and redressal of the genuine
grievances of the common man.

He also highlighted that the District
Administration is working on a multi-
pronged strategy for the holistic
development of all the areas of the dis-
trict and also sought the active cooper-
ation of the general public in achiev-
ing the development objectives of the
district. He called for coordination
among the departments and PRIs to
achieve desired development objec-
tives besides timely intervention and
action to mitigate the sufferings of the
people. He also highlighted services
being provided by different depart-
ments through online mode and
urged the public to avail the benefits
of the same.

While highlighting the measures
being taken by the District
Administration to eradicate drug
abuse, he also sought the active coop-
eration of the general public in making
Rajouri a drug free district.

In response to the issue of the
speedy implementation of JJM, the DC
said that dedicated efforts are being
made to complete the work on JJM
schemes in time to provide necessary
benefits to the public. Responding to
the other issues and demands high-
lighted during the public outreach
camp, the DC said that timely and
quality disposal of the issues of the
general public is the top priority of the
district administration and asked the
officers to work with added zeal to
mitigate the sufferings of the general
public.  He also passed on spot direc-
tions to the concerned departments for
ensuring the redressal of the issues
highlighted by people on priority and
in a time bound manner.

Weekly Block Diwas: DC Rajouri presides

over public outreach camp at Panjgrain
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THOUGHT OF THE DAY

Logic will take you from A to B. Imagination will 
take you everywhere - Albert Einstein

T
he ongoing stalemate between India and China along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) seems to be nowhere near the
end. Tension continues to prevail on un-demarcated bound-

aries between two nations. Amid the escalating tension, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh has asked the Army to maintain strong
vigil along the LAC with China as the situation in the northern sec-
tor remained ‘tense’ in view of deployment of PLA troops. Singh,
who was addressing an Army Commanders' Conference, called
upon the armed forces, without making specific references, to take
note of geo-political changes around the world, and accordingly
mould their planning and strategies. It has been three years now
since two countries have engaged into a bitter border stalemate.
While the BJP-led government at the Centre, headed by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has claimed that there was no aggression
of China in Ladakh, the reports emerging from different sources
and media houses tell a different story on ground. It is high time
that the Indian government should seriously deliberate upon
national security challenges along the borders with China and
Pakistan and ways to boost combat capability of the force. The
security of the country should be the ‘topmost priority’ for the
government. If the reports are to be believed, there has been a lot
of improvement in the internal security scenario following opera-
tions carried out by the Indian Army in the North-Eastern states.
In today's changing times, the scope of threats and weapons has
become very wide-ranging. As expected, China wants to keep the
pot boiling in Ladakh and Arunachal Pradesh for varied reasons.
Recently, China criticised the Union Home Minister Amit Shah's
visit to Arunachal Pradesh, stating that it violated Chinese sover-
eignty over the area. China’s remarks came days after India
slammed Beijing's move to rename some places in the border state
in an attempt to stake its claim over the area. To retort aggressive-
ly, Shah had made it clear that the era when anyone could
encroach on India’s land has passed and no one could dare to eye
its border. Indian and Chinese armies had announced to disengage
from the Patrolling Point 15 in the Gogra-Hotsprings area of east-
ern Ladakh where the two sides had been locked in a standoff for
over two years. The withdrawal of troops was started immediate-
ly after the decision and there was a possibility that two sides may
create a ‘buffer zone’ or ‘no-patrolling’ area, a mechanism that was
created following disengagement in other friction points but no
significance has been achieved till date. The investigation conduct-
ed by the Australian newspaper revealed that the Chinese govern-
ment was afraid of making it public the names of all soldiers who
suffered fatal injuries or got drowned in the river during Galwan
clashes between two armies that was the trigger of major border
tension. Since then, all rounds of India-China military dialogue
have failed to yield any positive and tangible outcomes and
resolve the long standing dispute between two neighbouring
countries in arid region Ladakh. This is despite the fact that both
countries announced to work towards mutually acceptable solu-
tions to resolving the month-long stand-off along the LAC. The
need of the hour is that two governments should find an amicable
solution to the long standing border disputes in the larger interests
of the people in both countries and sub-continent.
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Security borders must 
be a top priority
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HARDEEP S PURI

DOMINANT narratives are often presented
as an objective truth. It is important to remem-
ber that such narratives are often set by those
with an agenda and hence the need for per-
spective. As British historian EH Carr famous-
ly said, “The historian without his facts is root-
less and futile; the facts without their historian
are dead and meaningless.”

The context and understanding of fuel
prices provide a case in point. Unsustainably
low petrol and diesel prices belong at best to a
world of fantasy.

That fuel prices in India are high is based on
a narrative that is deeply flawed. They are, in
fact, among the lowest in the world largely
due to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts
at ensuring energy availability and affordabil-
ity.

It was PM Modi who had cut the Central
excise duty twice — in May 2022 and
November 2021 — amounting cumulatively to
Rs 13 per litre on petrol and Rs 15 per litre on
diesel. This cost the Central exchequer Rs 2.2
lakh crore a year.

Furthermore, the Government of India even
imposed an export cess and windfall tax on
domestically produced petroleum products
last year to prevent exporters from profiteer-
ing at the cost of domestic consumers. Oil mar-
keting companies (OMCs) being ‘good corpo-
rate citizens’ incurred huge losses during price
peaks for ensuring the supply of petrol and
diesel at controlled rates to Indian citizens,
which have been kept unchanged by public
sector OMCs since April 6, 2022.

Many state governments also came forward
with VAT (value added tax) cuts to bring
down the prices of petrol and diesel. However,
many, not all, states are conspicuous by their
determination to not cut VAT and lower fuel
prices in the state.

It is worth highlighting that in the BJP-
ruled states and the states that have cut VAT,
the VAT rates on petrol and diesel are general-
ly in the range of Rs 14.5/litre to Rs 17.5/litre,
while in states that haven’t cut VAT, they are
in the range of Rs 26/litre to Rs 32/litre. This
translates into a huge difference in the com-
mon man’s pocket and expenses.

In Congress-ruled Rajasthan, consumers
are paying Rs 108.48/litre for petrol and Rs
93.8/litre for diesel which is approximately Rs
12/litre more on petrol and Rs 4/litre more on
diesel than what consumers pay in neighbour-
ing BJP-ruled Uttar Pradesh — Rs 96.57/litre
and Rs 89.76/litre, respectively.

Due to the lasting damage done by the UPA
government between 2005 and 2012, under
which long-term oil bonds worth Rs 1.44 lakh
crore were issued instead of under-recoveries

to the OMCs, Indian taxpayers are still paying
back Rs 3.2 lakh crore as interest plus princi-
pal.

In YSR-Congress-ruled Andhra Pradesh,
the prices of petrol and diesel at Rs
110.48/litre and Rs 98.27/litre, respectively,
are almost Rs 10 higher than in Karnataka,
where these are Rs 101.94/litre and Rs
87.89/litre, respectively. Andhra Pradesh
holds the record for having the highest petrol
price in India, for the second year running.

In TRS-ruled Telangana, consumers pay the
second highest rate of petrol in India at Rs
109.66/litre. This is a whopping Rs 13/litre
higher than in Uttar Pradesh (Rs 96.57/litre).
In percentage terms, the VAT in Telangana on
petrol is 35.2 per cent, compared to 26.8 per
cent in UP. The VAT in Telangana on diesel is
27 per cent, compared to 17.48 per cent in UP.

In West Bengal, consumers pay Rs
106.03/litre for petrol and Rs 92.76 for diesel,
whereas consumers in Assam only pay Rs
97.02/litre and Rs 88.3, respectively. If Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee cares for her
people, then why doesn’t she bring the petrol
price below Rs 100/litre?

The hypocrisy is bare and blatant and
unhinged for all to see. Even when it comes to
aviation fuel prices, which are crucial for the
hospitality and travel sectors, the blatant
greed of certain states is clear and visible. In
the recent Maharashtra Budget, the state gov-
ernment slashed VAT on jet fuel to 18 per cent,
while India’s biggest hub — Delhi — remains
among the few states that still levy a very high
tax — 25 per cent — on jet fuel.

While natural gas prices at the internation-
al gas indices (Japan Korea Marker) have
increased by up to 228 per cent between
January 2021 and February 2023, in India the
CNG (compressed natural gas) price rise
(Delhi representative market) was restricted to
about 83 per cent, thanks to the steps such as
increasing domestic gas allocation to about 250
per cent of the allocation since 2013-14 and
diverting domestic gas from other non-priori-
ty sectors to meet the requirement for CNG
(transport) and PNG (piped natural gas,
domestic) segments.

Recently, the PM Modi-led Cabinet took a
major decision to revise the pricing methodol-
ogy of domestically produced natural gas; it
continues to give a fillip to India’s goal of gas-
based economy. 

This decision, which determines that Indian
natural gas prices should be 10 per cent of the
monthly average of the Indian crude basket, is
being hailed as a balanced reform by the
industry as well as consumers. While the
industry benefits from a more dynamic and
robust pricing mechanism, consumers are
already reaping the benefits which have been
passed on in the form of Rs 7-8 price cuts in
domestic PNG and CNG.

Even as the world acknowledges India’s
phenomenal success in providing accessible
and affordable energy to its 1.4 billion citizens
in these tumultuous times, a few hypocritical
state governments and political leaders contin-
ue to blare nonsense while hiding their anti-
citizen tactics. It is time for them to cut their
state’s tax on fuel.  

Debunking false narratives
on fuel prices

KP SINGH

T
HE Uttar Pradesh Police’s
Special Task Force (STF)
received unprecedented acco-

lades from the public when it killed
Asad, son of mafioso-turned-politi-
cian Atiq Ahmad and a proclaimed
offender in the Umesh Pal murder
case. Atiq and his brother Ashraf,
who were in police remand in the
same case, were killed by three
armed criminals when they were
being taken to a hospital by the
Prayagraj police for a mandatory
medical check-up on the night of
April 15.

The killing of Atiq and Ashraf in
police custody have evoked a vari-
ety of reactions. The family members
of their victims expressed satisfac-
tion, saying that they paid the price
for their sins. The general silence of
the people signifies their tacit
approval of the killings, perhaps
believing that the dreaded criminals
met the fate they deserved. Some
Opposition leaders perceive the
double murder in police custody as
a syndrome of lawlessness, which
calls for immediate course correc-
tion. A few sympathisers of the slain
criminals are attributing motives
and alleging mala fide intentions on
the part of the authorities.

The stakeholders’ varied percep-
tion on encounters and killings in
police custody is not a surprise.
What is worrying is the fact that it is

being depicted as a syndrome of
lawlessness in a society governed by
the ‘rule of law’. Certainly, people
cannot be allowed to deliver their
own justice. Every such assertion
needs to be heard patiently, probed
decisively and disposed of soberly
by the authorities in their quest to do
justice to all.

It is disturbing that encounters
and deaths in police custody are
generally seen by people with suspi-
cion and disbelief, though a majority
of the encounters are genuine. In
reply to a question in the Lok Sabha
last year, it was stated that 233
deaths in police encounters were
reported in two years (from April 1,
2020, to March 31, 2022).

In every police encounter, an FIR
is registered at the behest of the raid-
ing party, explaining the circum-
stances leading to the exercise of the
right of private defence by it, which
resulted in the death of the subject.
According to the guidelines of the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), the investiga-
tion of such cases is immediately
transferred from the local police to
the crime branch of the CID for fair
and impartial proceedings. The
NHRC continuously oversees and
monitors the investigation; some-

times, the investigation wing of the
NHRC conducts an independent
parallel inquiry to make sure that
the investigation is not botched up.
Conviction rate in fake encounter
cases is very high.

It is difficult to understand why
policemen resort to fake encounters.
Criminologists attribute this trigger-
happy attitude in some policemen to
their desire to earn the ‘Singham’
image, under the false belief that
encounters are the zenith of police
professionalism; some others suffer
from self-righteousness, presuming
it their duty to do instant justice to
address larger public safety and
national security concerns.

At times, a spate of crimes results

in pressure from the public and the
superior authorities and drives the
cops to such a situation where they
tend to justify their blatantly illegal
actions, on the plea that the dreaded
criminals cannot be brought to jus-
tice through court proceedings as
nobody would dare to depose
against them.

Such misguided policemen forget
that they are not a law unto them-
selves; they are merely an instru-
ment of the law. No ground is suffi-
cient to justify a fake encounter and
the guilty deserve the maximum
penalty. In the false encounter case
of liquor smuggler Dara Singh of
Rajasthan (2006), the Supreme Court
had observed that policemen

deserved capital punishment for a
fake encounter.

Killing of a person in police cus-
tody by criminals is an equally das-
tardly act; it is a slur on the face of
the police as well as an adverse
reflection on the quality of gover-
nance. The state, through its agen-
cies, is under legal and constitution-
al obligation to protect every indi-
vidual; if it fails in this duty, the
state loses its legitimacy to rule.

Imparting justice to every person
is a sine qua non of the existence and
continuation of a political system.
British politician Lord Wright
asserts, “Justice is what justice
appears to a reasonable man.”

No prudent man can stand in
approval of an extra-judicial killing.
It is deplorable that some responsi-
ble public figures and even some
policemen are trying to underplay
the killing of Atiq and Ashraf in
police custody, terming it a phenom-
enon of nature’s justice.

When the authorities start con-
triving to hide behind the veil of
nature’s justice, it is the first sign of
anarchy, which a civilised society
cannot afford.

Being a witness to the killing of
two persons in their custody, what-
ever may be the circumstances, is the

worst kind of dereliction of duty by
policemen. The security staff and
their superiors were required to take
extra precautions, keeping in view
the vulnerability of Atiq and Ashraf
to such an eventuality due to the
sense of extreme outrage and public
anger against them.

Some people are accusing the
escort guards of Atiq and Ashraf of
cowardice, arguing that they should
have fired at the assailants, exercis-
ing their right to private defence.
This charge needs to be viewed
objectively and examined legally.
Video clips suggest that everything
happened so quickly that it was over
within eight seconds. The killers
were so clever that they threw away
their weapons immediately after the
murder and started shouting ‘sur-
render…surrender’ to ward off any
exercise of the right of private
defence against them. The UP
Government has ordered a judicial
inquiry to bring out the whole truth
in the public domain. It is not known
whether the territorial Judicial
Magistrate has conducted an inquiry
under Section 176 (1A) of the CrPC.
The judicial inquiry ordered by the
government cannot be a substitute
for the inquiry by the territorial
Judicial Magistrate.

No ground is sufficient to justify a fake encounter and the guilty deserve the maximum penalty. Killing of a person in police custody by criminals is an

equally dastardly act; it is a slur on the face of the police as well as an adverse reflection on the quality of governance. The state, through its agencies, is

under legal and constitutional obligation to protect every individual; if it fails in this duty, the state loses its legitimacy to rule.

EVEN AS THE WORLD ACKNOWLEDGES INDIA’S PHENOMENAL SUCCESS IN PROVIDING ACCESSIBLE AND
AFFORDABLE ENERGY TO ITS 1.4 BILLION CITIZENS IN THESE TUMULTUOUS TIMES, A FEW HYPOCRITICAL STATE

GOVERNMENTS AND POLITICAL LEADERS CONTINUE TO BLARE NONSENSE WHILE HIDING THEIR ANTI-CITIZEN
TACTICS. IT IS TIME FOR THEM TO CUT THEIR STATE’S TAX ON FUEL.

Encounters, custodial killings need thorough probe
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K
angana Ranaut spoke
about her parent's
love marriage as she

wished them on their anniver-
sary. She said she wants them
as her parents, if she were born
again. Actor Kangana Ranaut
was born in a small town in
Himachal Pradesh. She often
shares a glimpse of her life in
the mountains, and also talks
about her family on social
media. On Wednesday,
Kangana took to Instagram
Stories to wish her parents on
their wedding anniversary as
she shared their throwback
photos. She called their love

story her 'favourite', and
recalled how they went
'against everyone to marry'.
Kangana also said she wanted
to be born as their daughter
again 'if she has more lives'. 

Sharing a collage of her mom
Asha Ranaut and father
Amardeep Ranaut's black-and-
white photos from their
younger days, Kangana wrote
on Instagram Stories, "Thank
you papa for falling in love
with mumma and going
against everyone, including
nanu (maternal grandfather),
to marry her on this day (April
19). Your love story is my most

favourite (red heart emoji)."
Sharing a more recent photo of
her parents from a family out-
ing in Himachal, Kangana
wrote, “Happy anniversary to
you both... like mumma says 'If
I have seven lives, I want your
papa as my husband in every
lifetime'. The same way, if I
have more lives, I want you
both as my mummy and papa,
always.”

The actor also shared a cou-
ple of old photos of of uncle
and aunt's wedding as she
wished them on their anniver-
sary, which presumably falls
on the same day. Along with

one of the pictures, Kangana
wrote, "Happy anniversary
chacha Jagdeep Ranaut and
chachi Sharmila. They had an
arranged marriage, but later
they found out their pet names
were Babloo and Babli. Haha,
marriages are truly made in
heaven."

Along with another picture
of the couple, Kangana wrote,
"My mumma never owned
even a lipstick. Joy of growing
up in a joint family was that as
a child, I spent all my time on
my chachi's dresser, messing
her eye shadows, lipsticks and
breaking her nail paint (bot-

tles). She is the most patient,
kind and gentle woman ever.
Love you chachi."

Kangana will be next seen in
the period drama Emergency,
in which she plays the lead role
of late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. She has also directed
the film. Kangana will also be
seen in Tejas in which she will
portray the role of an Indian
Air Force pilot. Fans will also
get to see Kangana in P Vasu's
Chandramukhi 2, the sequel to
the blockbuster hit Tamil hor-
ror-comedy Chandramukhi
(2005), which featured
Rajinikanth and Jyothika. 

I
n the upcoming Eid
release Kisi Ka Bhai
Kisi Ki Jaan, Jassie

Gill plays one of
Salman's brothers in the
film. The Hindi feature
is one of the biggest
films the singer-actor
has been a part of. He is
one of the several
Punjabi actors including
Diljit Dosanjh, Ammy
Virk and Harrdy
Sandhu who balance
their time between both
industries. Jassie credit-
ed Diljit for changing the
way Punjabi artistes
were viewed in Bollywood. Earlier, they mostly used to
be stereotyped as the comic relief in Hindi films. 

After his film debut in the Punjabi comedy Mrs &
Mrs 420, Jassie mostly worked in his native language.
He made his Hindi film debut with Happy Phirr Bhag
Jayegi in 2018 alongside Diana Penty, Sonakshi Sinha,
Jimmy Sheirgill, Piyush Mishra, and Ali Fazal. Jassie
also acted in the Hindi films Panga (2020) with Kangana
Ranaut and Kya Meri Sonam Gupta Bewafa Hai? (2021).
Dijit made his Hindi debut with Udta Punjab (2016).
Jassie and Diljit have also lent their voices to several
Bollywood soundtracks. Speaking to Mid-Day, the
singer-actor shared, "We used to talk about this in
Punjab. Earlier in Bollywood, Sardars were shown as
comedians. Their look was not even authentic, especial-
ly the way they wore turbans. 

C
itadel's lead actors
Priyanka Chopra and
Richard Madden have

been travelling non-stop to pro-
mote their upcoming web series.
After a premiere in Mumbai earlier
this month, they were seen at the
global premiere of Citadel, which
was held in London on Tuesday.
Joining them at the red carpet
event was actor Samantha Ruth
Prabhu, who will soon be seen
alongside Varun Dhawan in the
show's Indian version. 

On Wednesday, Samantha Ruth
Prabhu took to Instagram to share
photos of herself from the Citadel
premiere. She posed in front of
downtown London's stunning
skyline in the pictures. In her cap-
tion, Samantha wrote, "For the
global premiere of CITADEL. An
evening to remember!!" Samantha
wore a high-waisted fringed skirt
and a matching ruffled crop top
from fashion designer Victoria
Beckham. She wore a statement
necklace and matching earrings
from Bvlgari for the event, and a
chunky diamond bracelet.

Actor and social media person-
ality Kusha Kapila commented on
Samantha's post, "SLAYmanthaaa
(fire emojis). Actor Mrunal Thakur

commented, "Oh my God (heart
emoji)." Singer Sophie Choudry
wrote, "Stunner." One more com-
mented read, "Samantha Royalty
Prabhu."

Samantha has been on a busy
schedule since the start of the year.
Apart from filming for Citadel, she
was busing promoting her recently
released film Shaakuntalam. And
her calendar isn’t set to slow: She is
also working on her next film, the
upcoming Telugu romantic drama
Kushi, co-starring Vijay
Deverakonda.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu's last

film Shaakuntalam, which was
released on April 14, failed to per-
form well at the box office. On
Tuesday, the actor took to
Instagram to share a new picture
from London, and quoted a line
from the Bhagavad Gita. She cap-
tioned her post, “Karmanye vadhi-
ka raste Ma phaleshu kadachana
Ma karma phala he tur bhuh Ma te
sangotsva karmani (sic).” The
translation reads, “You have the
right to work only but never to its
fruits. Let not the fruits of action be
your motive, nor let your attach-
ment be to inaction.”

B
abil Khan has shared the trailer
of his late father and actor
Irrfan's swan song The Song of

Scorpions which is all set to release in
India. Sharing the trailer, Babil wrote,
“Bringing alive a heart-wrenching tale of
love, obsession and betrayal.” The film is
a folktale set in the Thar desert of
Rajasthan and stars Irrfan as a camel
dealer in love with Nooran (Golshifteh
Farahani), a woman who is the only one
to know the song with which she treats
those bitten by a scorpion. 

The captivating trailer shows how
Nooran travels on foot far and wide in
the desert to sing for those bitten by scor-
pions to save their lives. Irrfan falls in
love with her and even she reciprocates
his feelings. But before the two could go

on to tie the knot, a tragedy befalls her,
bringing their plans to a standstill.
Waheeda Rehman plays Nooran's grand-

mother in the film. Director Anup Singh
had told Hindustan Times in an inter-
view in 2017 that it was Irrfan who had

suggested Golshifteh Farahani's name for
the female lead. Irrfan died in April, 2020
after a two-year-long battle with neu-
roendocrine tumour. Talking about how
he had written the male lead for Irrfan, he
had said at the time, “Yes, when I first
started writing the male character, I even
named him ‘Irrfan’! That’s how I saw the
character. There’s the spirit of a musician
in Irrfan. Though we don’t really say
much to each other, we listen to each
other’s timbre, modulation, tone of voice,
and improvise dialogues like two musi-
cal instruments would! We have a deep
understanding and respect for each
other’s creative inspiration. Therefore,
when we work together, it’s not just com-
fortably but also with the joy of opening
to each other our creative best.”

P
riyanka Chopra is one of the
most popular faces of Indian rep-
resentation on the global plat-

form. The actor also likes to invite her
Indian colleagues over for lunch or
dinner at her Los Angeles home. She
recently shared her own experiencing
of making a career in the West from
scratch and why she now likes to
make her Indian colleagues feel at
home when they are in LA.  The actor
is currently in the UK where she
attended the London premiere of her
upcoming web series, Citadel. She had
recently visited India with her daugh-
ter Malti Marie for the first time. In an
interview with IndiaTV during her
India visit, Priyanka talked about how
any Indian actor who goes abroad

wishes to meet her and she is always
happy to help. She said, "Mujhe phone
aata hai aur main chahti bhi hu ki
phone aaye. Aap kisi ko nahi jaante
hain, aap set pe jaate hain, kaam kar
rahe hain, ghar aarahe hain aur phir
kya? Deewarein kaatne ko aati hain.
Apni community ko chhod ke, apne
khaane ko chhod ke, apni family ko
chhod ke, familiraity, friends sab kujh
chhod ke waha jana. Bahut mushkil
tha mere liye (People do call me and I
want them to call me. You know no
one, you reach the set, work, go home
and then what? The loneliness come to
bite you. Leaving my community, my
cuisine, family, familiarity, friends,
everything…it was very difficult for
me)."

The Song of Scorpions trailer: Irrfan Khan lights up screen
one last time in this magical but tragic love story 

Priyanka Chopra on why she
loves to invite Indian col-
leagues to LA home: 'Ki dekho

Jassie Gill says Diljit Dosanjh
helped to change how Sardars

were viewed in Bollywood:
'Punjabis aren't comedians' 

I
n the past few months, actor Parineeti Chopra's per-
sonal life has grabbed attention. She is reportedly
dating Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader Raghav

Chadha. There were also rumours about the two plan-
ning to tie the knot after they were spotted together at
Delhi and Mumbai airports in recent weeks. Now,
Parineeti has opened up about media speculation over
her personal life. 

In a new interview, Parineeti said that there is a thin
line between the media discussing her life and 'crossing
the line by being too personal or disrespectful'. The actor
said she would clarify only if this leads to misconcep-
tion, adding if 'not necessary', she would avoid issuing
any clarification about her life.  When  asked how does
the actor fulfill her duty as a public figure, while also
ensuring her personal life remains stable, Parineeti told
Lifestyle Asia India, "There is a thin line between the
media discussing my life and sometimes crossing the
line by being too personal or disrespectful. If that hap-
pens, I will clarify if there are any misconceptions. If it is
not necessary to clarify, I won't."

Recently, a lot has been said in media reports and on
social media about Parineeti's frequent travels. The actor
is often spotted at Mumbai airport in paparazzi videos.
She also spoke about travelling frequently in the same
interview. Parineeti said, “I would never sacrifice my
life for work or work for my life. I always strive to main-
tain a balance between the two. I remember when I used
to travel frequently and spend a lot of time at the air-
port, people would ask me where I was going and what
I was doing, but they would never understand the fact
that I was able to balance my life effectively. I think post
Covid-19, a lot of people finally understood that.”

Parineeti Chopra on media 
discussing her personal life

amid Raghav Chadha wedding
rumours: 'I will clarify if...' 

L
ast week, fans went into a meltdown on social
media after they spotted former couple Shawn
Mendes and Camila Cabello kissing at the

Coachella music festival in California, US. A video of
the two singers had surfaced online in which they
were seen dancing at the festival, hugging and later
sharing a kiss. Now, a report has claimed that they are
not back together despite their recent PDA at
Coachella 2023. 

Shawn and Camila started dating in July 2019. The
couple announced the breakup two years later in
November 2021. In a joint statement on Instagram,
Shawn and Camila wrote at the time, "Hey guys,
we've decided to end our romantic relationship but
our love for one another as humans is stronger than
ever. We started our relationship as best friends and
will continue to be best friends... We so appreciate
your support from the beginning and moving for-
ward.”

At the 2023 Coachella, several videos emerged
online, which were taken by other festival attendees,
where Shawn and Camila were seen at ease with one
another and did not hide from the crowd.

Now, as per a source quoted in a Page Six report, it
was revealed that despite their Coachella PDA,
Shawn and Camila aren't back together. “Shawn and
Camila remain friends with a lot of love and history
between them, but they aren’t dating again. 

Shawn Mendes and Camila
Cabello not back together

despite Coachella kiss, which
was 'a one-off': Report 

Kan gan a Ran aut says mom an d dad married again st 

everyon e's wishes, prays she has them as paren ts in  every life

Samantha Ruth Prabhu flaunts massive diamond necklace,

shares pics of her red carpet look from Citadel premiere 
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A
new study has revealed that young children,
aged 5 years or younger, diagnosed with pul-
monary tuberculosis (PTB) are at an increased

risk of subsequent wheezing, poor lung function, and
reduced height and weight later in their childhood.

The scientists from Boston University School of Public
Health, US, involved in the study said while there are
treatments for children who develop PTB, no studies
have examined the long-term impact of this disease on
children’s health post-recovery. They have published
their study in the American Journal of Respiratory and
Critical Care Medicine.

For the study, study lead and corresponding author
Leonardo Martinez and colleagues from the Red Cross
War Memorial Children’s Hospital in Cape Town, South
Africa, the University of Cape Town, and the University
of Western Australia followed a cohort of 1,068 children
from birth up to nine years old in two communities out-
side of Cape Town, from March 2012 to March 2015.

THIS new flu virus is plaguing India – Know all about
causes, symptoms and treatment

The researchers found that children in the study who
developed TB before one year of age had a lower weight
and BMI for their age by the time they turned five years
old, and those who developed PTB between one and four
years of age had a lower length for their age.

Prevalence of latent tuberculosis in India
The researchers also found that children who devel-

oped PTB were at a greater risk of post-TB wheezing,
regardless of when they developed the infection.
Children who developed PTB before they were six
months old were found to have more than double the
risk of wheezing after 6 months, compared to children
who did not develop PTB.

Children diagnosed with 
TB suffer from poor lung
function after recovery

A
dopting simple mental health-promoting habits
can significantly impact your mental wellbeing in
the long term. Mental health is increasingly being

prioritized and given the same (if not greater) impor-
tance as physical health as a result of growing awareness.
You don’t have to do drastic things to improve your
mental wellbeing. Developing simple yet impactful daily
habits can be a great start.

Simple habits for mental health Cognitive neuroscien-
tist Nawal Mustafa shared some of these habits on
Instagram, explaining that “Taking care of your mental
health does not have to be expensive or complicated.”
Bhasker Malu, Lecturer and Assistant Dean (Academic
Affairs) at Jindal Institute of Behavioural Sciences,
explains that “good mental health habits are important.”
In many ways, positive habits allow the brain to preserve
energy since a particular task is already decided.

‘Highest return on investment’ habits
for mental health revealed by expert 

W
orld Liver Day is
observed every year on
April 19 to raise public

awareness about liver diseases, which
claim about 20 lakh lives annually
worldwide. Liver diseases in India
alone contributed to 18.3 per cent of
the two million global liver disease-
related deaths in 2015, implying how
significant the burden of liver disease
in India is, according to the United
States National Institutes of Health
(NIH). 

Since 1980, the contribution of cir-
rhosis and its complications, collec-

tively called chronic liver diseases, as
causes of morality in India has been
increasing progressively. Liver dis-
eases are a significant cause of pre-

mature death and disability in India. 
The different types of liver diseases

are acute hepatitis, alcoholic liver dis-
ease, chronic liver disease, drug-
induced liver injury, hepatitis A, hep-
atitis B, hepatitis C, hepatitis E, hepa-
tocellular carcinoma, non-alcoholic
fatty liver disease, non-alcoholic
steatohepatitis, Wilson's disease, and

hemochromatosis, among others. 
Hepatitis 
Acute hepatitis refers to a wide

variety of conditions charac-
terised by acute
inflammation of
the hepatic
p a r e n c h y m a
(the functional
parts of an
organ) or
injury to hepa-
tocytes result-
ing in the liver
function becom-
ing compro-
mised or affected.

People suffering
from acute hepatitis may experience
symptoms such as fever, fatigue, loss
of appetite, jaundice, nausea, vomit-
ing, dark urine, and joint pain, among
others. Hepatitis, which means
inflammation of the liver, can be
caused by the viruses Hepatitis A, B
and C. 

Hepatitis A can be prevented
through frequent handwashing with

soap and water after using the wash-
room, and before eating or preparing
food. It is also important to take the

Hepatitis A vaccine.

Hepatitis
B can also be

prevented by taking
the Hepatitis B vaccine.

People must avoid risk factors
such as having intercourse with an
infected person and sharing needles.

Hepatitis C can be prevented by
avoiding behaviours that spread the
disease, especially injecting drugs. 

Alcoholic liver disease
Alcoholic liver disease is of three

types: fatty liver disease, alcoholic
hepatitis, and alcoholic cirrhosis. The
build-up of fat inside the liver cells,
which leads to an enlarged liver, is
called fatty liver disease.

This is the most common alcohol-
induced liver disease, according to
Johns Hopkins Medicine. 

Alcoholic hepatitis results in the
death of liver cells due to an acute
inflammation of the liver, and is often
followed by permanent scarring. 

Alcoholic cirrhosis is a liver disease
characterised by the destruction of
normal liver tissue, and leaves scar
tissue in place of the working liver tis-
sue. 

The heavy use of alcohol results in
alcoholic liver disease. Therefore, the
disease can be prevented by avoiding
alcohol consumption.

Chronic liver disease
A progressive deterioration of liver

functions for more than six months,
which include synthesis of clotting
factors, other proteins, detoxification
of harmful metabolic products, and
excretion of bile, is known as chronic

liver disease. It is a continuous
process of inflammation, destruction
and regeneration of liver parenchy-
ma, which leads to fibrosis cirrhosis. 

Fibrosis and cirrhosis are the two
types of chronic liver disease.

The growth of scar tissue in the
liver due to infection, inflammation,
or injury, that can prevent the liver
from functioning properly, is known
as fibrosis. 

While fibrosis refers to any degree
of scarring in the liver, cirrhosis is the
most severe and extensive form of
scarring, and is characterised by the
incidence of higher complications of
liver disease. In other words, fibrosis
is the first stage of liver scarring, and
cirrhosis is the final stage of chronic
liver disease. 

Chronic liver disease can be pre-
vented by avoiding alcohol, getting
hepatitis vaccination, avoiding non-

steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs,
taking iron supplementation when
appropriate, and consuming a low-fat
diet.

Hepatocellular carcinoma
Hepatocellular carcinoma, the most

common type of liver cancer, occurs
more often in men than women, and
is most often diagnosed in people
aged 50 years or above. 

It is a primary tumour of the liver. 
Long-term damage and scarring of

the liver, or cirrhosis, may lead to
hepatocellular carcinoma.

Childhood vaccination against hep-
atitis B, preventing and treating viral
hepatitis when one contracts it, avoid-
ing excess consumption of alcohol,
screening for liver cancer in people
with certain types of hemochromato-
sis or iron overload, and in people
with hepatitis B or C or cirrhosis can
prevent hepatocellular carcinoma.

R
ice is a staple in many Indian
states and is also one of the most
loved and comforting everyday

foods. It is consumed for breakfast, lunch,
as well as dinner with various gravies and
curries. However, when on a mission to
lose weight, many people — more often
than not — give up rice fearing that
consuming it would lead to excess
calorie intake. However, when
eaten in moderation, it can actu-
ally be a good option to include
in your diet. That is exactly
what Mac Singh, a nutrition-
ist, stated in an Instagram
post as he shared the various
health benefits of rice, and
also compared it to oats — a
cereal grain loved by many.

1. Easy to digest: As rice is
easy to digest, it is great for
boosting the metabolic rate,
which accelerates the weight
loss process.

2. Low in fat: 100 gm of
uncooked rice has just 0.6 gm fat.
Ironically, it has less fat than the so-
called healthy grains like oats and
quinoa, which people consume for
weight loss.

3. It’s gluten-free: Yes, you read it right.
We buy expensive gluten-free bread and
flour, but we ignore our very own desi
rice, which is gluten-free too.

4. Rich nutrition: Rice is rich in vitamins
and minerals such as vitamin B and mag-
nesium, to name a few. 100 gm of rice con-
tains 7 gm of protein. 

Studies have shown that rice protein
might also help to reduce blood pressure

and blood fats.
5. White rice does not contain an anti-

nutritional factor. Unlike other grains,
this one con-
t a i n s

phytic
acid which
reduces the absorption of certain minerals
like calcium, iron, and zinc in the body.

Nutritional profile of rice and oats
Rica and oats have different nutritional

values. Breaking them down, Sameena
Ansari – Senior Dietitian and Nutritionist,
CARE Hospitals, Hi-Tec City, Hyderabad

told indianexpress.com, “The nutritional
profile of instant oats varies depending
on the brand and serving size, but in gen-
eral, a ½ cup serving of dry instant oats
contains around 150-170 calories, 3-4
grams of fiber, 4-

5 grams of
p r o t e i n ,

and 27-
3 0

grams of carbohydrates,
including 1-2 grams of
sugar”.

Rice, on the other
hand, also has varying
nutritional profiles
depending on the type of

rice and serving size, she
continued. 
“For example, a ½ cup

serving of cooked white rice
contains around 100-110 calo-

ries, 0.5 grams of fiber, 2 grams of
protein, and 23-25 grams of carbo-

hydrates, including 0.5-1 gram of
sugar. Brown rice is slightly more nutri-
ent-dense and contains more fiber, pro-
tein, and vitamins,” she said.

A bowl of rice can have lower calories
than oats. (Pic source: Pexels) A bowl of
rice has lower calories than a bowl of oats.
(Pic source: Pexels)

Why is rice, usually, not a part of diet
plans?

According to Ansari, rice can be a part

of a healthy diet plan when consumed in
moderation and paired with other nutri-
ent-dense foods. 

She added that it is, however, not a part
of diet plans because “rice is primarily

composed of carbohydrates, specifically
starch. It can cause blood sugar spikes
and insulin resistance, especially in peo-
ple with diabetes or those with insulin
resistance”.

What about oats?
Decoding why oats, on the other hand,

are part of diet plans, Ansari said, “Oats
are considered healthy because they are a
good source of fiber, specifically beta-glu-
can, which has been shown to lower cho-
lesterol levels and improve heart health. 

They are also low in sugar and contain
a range of vitamins and minerals. 

Oats are often part of diet plans, espe-
cially breakfast, because they can help
keep you full and satisfied throughout the
morning, which can help prevent overeat-
ing and snacking on unhealthy foods”.

In general, incorporating whole grains
like oats and brown rice into your diet can
provide numerous health benefits.

“But it’s essential to keep portion sizes
in check and pair them with other nutri-
ent-dense foods,” concluded Ansari. 

Understanding the nutritional profiles of
rice and oats for successful weight loss

R
estless Leg Syndrome
(RLS), also known as
Willis-Ekbom disease, is a

common neurological condition
that affects both men and
women, but it is more prevalent
in women.

RLS causes an irresistible urge
to move the legs, usually accom-
panied by an uncomfortable sen-
sation in the legs. RLS symptoms
tend to get worse at night, which
can lead to disrupted sleep and
daytime fatigue. In pregnant
women, RLS is a common condi-
tion, affecting up to one in four
women during pregnancy.

In this article, we will discuss
the causes of RLS in pregnancy,
home remedies to manage RLS
symptoms, and how to get rid of
RLS while pregnant.

The exact cause of restless leg
syndrome is still unknown, but
there are several factors that can
trigger or worsen the condition,
such as genetics, pregnancy, iron
deficiency, and certain medica-
tions.

During pregnancy, monal
changes, particularly the
increase in estrogen and proges-
terone, can affect the nervous
system and lead to RLS.

Moreover, the increased weight
and pressure on the legs can also
trigger RLS symptoms in preg-
nant women.

Iron deficiency is another
common cause of RLS, as iron
plays a crucial role in the pro-
duction of dopamine, a neuro-
transmitter that regulates move-
ment. Pregnant women are at a
higher risk of iron deficiency
due to the increased demand for
iron to support the growing
fetus. Certain medications, such
as antidepressants and antihista-
mines, can also worsen RLS
symptoms in pregnant women.

Home Remedies for Restless
Leg Syndrome in Females

While there is no cure for RLS,
there are several home remedies
that pregnant women can try to
manage their symptoms and
improve their quality of sleep.
Here are some effective home
remedies for RLS in females:

Regular Exercise: Regular
exercise can help reduce RLS
symptoms and improve sleep
quality. Pregnant women should
engage in low-impact exercises,
such as walking, yoga, and
swimming, to promote circula-
tion and reduce the discomfort

in their legs.
Warm Baths: Taking a warm

bath before bedtime can help
relax the muscles and reduce
RLS symptoms. Adding Epsom
salts or essential oils, such as
lavender or chamomile, to the
bathwater can enhance relax-
ation and promote better sleep.

Massage: Massaging the legs
with a gentle, circular motion
can help reduce discomfort and
improve circulation. Pregnant
women can use massage oil or
lotion, such as coconut oil or
almond oil, to make the massage
more effective.

Stretching: Gentle stretching
exercises, such as calf stretches

and hamstring stretches, can
help reduce RLS symptoms and
improve sleep quality. Pregnant
women should avoid over-
stretching or holding a stretch
for too long, as this can cause
muscle strain or cramps.

Iron-Rich Foods: Eating a diet
rich in iron can help reduce RLS
symptoms in pregnant women.
Iron-rich foods include red meat,
poultry, fish, beans, lentils,
spinach, and fortified cereals.

How to Get Rid of Restless
Leg Syndrome While Pregnant?

While managing RLS symp-
toms can improve sleep quality
and overall well-being, some
pregnant women may still expe-

rience persistent and severe
symptoms that affect their daily
activities. In such cases, medical
treatment may be necessary to
alleviate the symptoms and
improve the quality of life.

The first step in treating rest-
less leg syndrome is to identify
and address any underlying
medical conditions, such as iron
deficiency anemia or peripheral
neuropathy. Pregnant women
should talk to their healthcare
provider about the possible
causes of their RLS symptoms
and undergo any necessary tests
or evaluations.

If iron deficiency is the cause
of restless leg syndrome symp-
toms, iron supplements may be
prescribed to increase the body's
iron levels. Pregnant women
should talk to their healthcare
provider about the appropriate
dosage and potential side effects
of iron supplements.

In some cases, medication may
be prescribed to manage RLS
symptoms in pregnant women.
However, most medications
used to treat RLS are not recom-
mended during pregnancy due
to potential risks to the develop-
ing fetus.

Restless Leg Syndrome and Pregnancy: Finding Relief 

LIVER DISEASES IN INDIA ALONE CONTRIBUTED TO 18.3 PER CENT OF THE TWO MIL-

LION GLOBAL LIVER DISEASE-RELATED DEATHS IN 2015, IMPLYING HOW SIGNIFICANT

THE BURDEN OF LIVER DISEASE IN INDIA IS.

"Rice is rich in vitamins and minerals such as

Vitamin B and Magnesium, to name a few. 100

gm of Rice contains 7 gm of protein. Studies have

shown that rice protein might also help to reduce

blood pressure and blood fats," writes nutrition-

ist Mac Singh.

World Liver Day: Autoimmune Hepatitis, Hemochromatosis,
Wilson's Disease — Liver Diseases And How To Prevent Them
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JAMMU, APRIL 19:
Commissioner Secretary,
Cooperative Department, Yasha
Mudgal, today convened a meet-
ing to review functioning of dif-
ferent authorities vested with the
powers to register
C o o p e r a t i v e s / C o o p e r a t i v e
Societies in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was informed that
there are 8763 Cooperative
Societies in J&K, of which, 3611
have been registered by Registrar
Cooperative Societies J&K, 4421
by Director Handloom &
Handicrafts Kashmir and 672 by
Director, H&H Jammu.

Commissioner Secretary

emphasized upon the concerned
for regular monitoring of finan-
cial status of all Cooperatives
besides ensuring audit of these
Cooperatives. 

She asked the registering offi-
cers to share the data base of
Cooperatives registered by differ-
ent authorities. Commissioner
Secretary directed for making use

of a single window online portal
for registration.

Commissioner Secretary gave
nod for audit of Cooperatives reg-
istered under 1989 Act through

the Auditors available with
Registrar Cooperatives.

She asked for identification and
review of dormant/inactive
Cooperatives for de-registeration
under norms so that only serious
Cooperatives are allowed to func-
tion.  Among others, Registrar
Cooperative Societies J&K;
Director H&H, Jammu; Director
CAD, Jammu; Director Finance,
Cooperative Department.;
Director Horticulture (P&M),
Additional Secretary,
Cooperative Department; ARCS,
Jammu/Kashmir; Joint Director,
H&H, Kashmir; Deputy Director
CAD, Kashmir and other con-
cerned officers were present in
the meeting in person and online.

Yasha Mudgal reviews functioning of Cooperative Societies

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, APRIL 19: The
Department of Youth Services &
Sports (YS&S), today organized a
one day Conclave 2023 at SKICC
with the goal of creating a
roadmap for optimal perform-
ance besides discussing strategies
for developing sports talent in a
big way.

The event was attended by
Secretary, Youth Services &
Sports, Sarmad Hafeez, as the
chief guest along with Director
YS&S, Subhash C Chibber,
Special Secretary, YS&S, Waseem
Raja, Joint Director YS&S,
Kashmir, Waseem Raja, Secretary
J&K Sports Council, Nuzhat Gul
and other concerned officials.

While addressing the conclave,
Sarmad Hafeez emphasized the
importance of sports as an effec-
tive tool to steer youth away from

social ills like drug addiction and
utilize their energy towards a
positive perspective. He appreci-
ated YS&S for organizing the
conclave and emphasized the
need to implement the ideas and
suggestions generated from the
event for further streamlining
working of the department.
Secretary said that the event has

provided the department with
valuable inputs and ideas to fur-
ther nurture sports talent in a
more constructive and fruitful
manner.

The department's goal is to cre-
ate opportunities for youth to
develop their physical and men-
tal potential and contribute posi-
tively towards growth and devel-

opment of society, he added.
Subhash Chibber highlighted the
department's achievements and
performance and shared data
reflecting that the department
has surpassed the assigned target
of 17.50 lakh participation by
achieving a tremendous 29.16
lakh youth participation under
various sports activities. He said
that the department aims at
exceeding the target of 35 lakh
participation during the current
financial year. He revealed that
LG’s Rolling Trophy and various
sports activities were held under
Aazdi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. On
the occasion, Joint Director YS&S
Kashmir Waseem Raja gave a
detailed presentation on the
roadmap towards achieving set
goals for promoting and develop-
ing sports talent and infrastruc-
ture as well. Later, a house dis-
cussion was held in which field

officers from all ten districts gave
their valuable inputs and sugges-
tions. Nuzhat Gul, speaking dur-
ing the event, highlighted the
council's achievements in deliv-
ering 650 projects in less than
three years period including out-
field, indoors, playfields, courts
and upgraded sports infrastruc-
ture.

The conclave provided a valu-
able opportunity for key stake-
holders to discuss and plan a
roadmap towards improving
performance and achieving tar-
gets in the department. The con-
clave also saw participation of
District Youth Services and
Sports Officers, Zonal Physical
Education Officers, Physical
Education Lecturers, Physical
Education Masters, Physical
Education Teachers and allied
staff who shared their ideas on
the subject.

YS&S deptt organizes Sports Conclave 2023 at SKICC 
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KULGAM, APRIL 19: To
take first hand appraisal of
public grievances and
demands, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Kulgam, Dr.Bilal Mohi-
Ud-Din Bhat today visited
Qaimoo area and presided
over a mega grievance
redressal camp held at
block complex Qaimoo.
The programme witnessed
overwhelming response
from PRIs and general
public especially from
youth who participated to
highlight issues and griev-
ances confronting their
areas for early redressal.

ADC ViqarAhmed Giri,
ACR Mir Imtiyaz Ul Aziz,
ACD Mohammad Imran
Khan, CEO, CMO,
Tehsildar, BMO and other
officers also remained
available in this grievances
redressal camp.

Delegation of People
from the Qaimoo,
Redwani, Wanpora,
Sonigam and other areas
apprised the DC about
their issues and develop-
mental requirements of
their areas.  The DC after
giving patient hearing to

all the issues raised during
the proceedings addressed
some of the immediate
nature of grievances on
spot and issues required to
be redressed at higher
level were also noted.
Addressing the occasion,
the DC said that adminis-

tration is committed for
holistic development of
the area and urged people
to proactively support the
District Administration in
the war launched against
the drug menace.

He also appealed to peo-
ple to voluntarily destroy
poppy from their farms,
fields. While compliment-
ing the people of Sonigam
village for the initiative of
poppy destruction drives
which the people carried
out in the village to
destroy the poppy, DC
added that this positive
approach of people is
required to eliminate drug
menace which has victim-
ized youth.        

Grievances redressal
camps were also held in
Devsar and D. H. Pora
Blocks where ADDC and
SDM listened to the issues
of people for early redres-
sal.

DC Kulgam presides mega Grievances
Redressal camp at Qaimoo 
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KATHUA, APRIL 19: Continuing
its efforts to promote voters’ par-
ticipation, the Kathua adminis-
tration is implementing innova-
tive SVEEP activities as part of
the ongoing SSR. The District
Election Officer, Rahul Pandey,
has been leading the efforts to
ensure that every eligible voter in
the district exercises his demo-
cratic right.

The administration has been
conducting several awareness
campaigns, including the 'Pledge
to Vote' initiative, which aims to
motivate voters to take a pledge
to participate in the electoral
process. To reach out to the
youth, the administration has
launched a series of voter educa-

tion programs in colleges and
universities across the district.
These programs aim to inform
young voters about the impor-
tance of voting and to encourage
them to register as voters.

Pertinently, ECI has issued a
revised schedule under which
claim and objections shall be
taken till 06 May 2023, Claims
and objections shall be disposed
by 15 May 2023 and Final publi-
cation of Electoral Rolls shall be
held on 27 May 2023. The SVEEP
campaign has also been utilizing
social media platforms to create
awareness about voting, informa-
tion about the electoral process,
voter registration, and means of
updation. The administration has
also launched a social media
campaign, #My Vote My Right,

to encourage citizens to partici-
pate in the electoral process.

To ensure that voters in remote
and inaccessible areas are not left
behind, the administration has
set up special voter facilitation
centres in these areas. 

These centres provide assis-

tance to voters in the registration
process and help them with any
queries related to the electoral
process.

"The Kathua administration is
committed to ensure that every
eligible voter exercises their dem-
ocratic right. We are constantly

exploring innovative methods to
drive voter participation and
make the electoral process more
accessible and inclusive", said
District Election Officer Rahul
Pandey. The administration's
efforts have received widespread
support and appreciation from
the community leaders, civil soci-
ety organizations, and the gener-
al public. These efforts are
expected to result in a more
informed and engaged electorate
and a more vibrant democracy in
the district. Besides, the District
Election Cell has launched an
intensive door to door campaign
to cover all eligible persons, and
an extensive awareness drive
through SVEEP van which today
covered different parts of AC
Jasrota constituency. 

My Vote My Right: Kathua administration's social media
campaign encourages huge participation of citizens 
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SRINAGAR, APRIL 19: The Enforcement squad of Food
Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs (FCS&CA)
Department today imposed a fine of Rs. 16300 on 25
erring shopkeepers in Srinagar for violating Essential
Commodities Act, 1955 and also sealed one mutton
shop. The drive was conducted under the supervision of
Assistant Director Enforcement, Fayaz Ahmad Shah.

The action against the erring was taken during a mas-
sive drive launched within the vicinity of Srinagar City
i.e. Lal Chowk, Dalgate, Nishat, Shalimar, Nowpora,
Qamarwari, Karan Nagar, Rambagh, Chanapora & Bagh
e Mehtab areas, etc.. During the course of action as many
as 137 establishments were inspected, out of which 25
erring traders were penalized for violating Essential
Commodities Act, 1955. The drive will continue in the
same passion in future as well and whosoever is found
violating the norms will be brought to justice.

In case of any complaint, people may contact the toll
free number 18001807011.

FCS&CA imposes fine of Rs. 16k on 25

erring traders; seals 01 mutton shop

JI NEWS SERVICE

REASI, APRIL 19: Deputy Commissioner Reasi Babila
Rakwal today chaired a meeting to review the imple-
mentation and progress achieved under the Rural
Development sector schemes in the District.

The DC asked for regular review of works taken up
by BDOs   to keep a close track on the pace of progress
for timely completion and use of quality material.

Reviewing the scheme wise works, the DC laid thrust
on speeding up the process of allotment and early com-
pletion of already tendered works so as to achieve set
targets within the set timelines. The DC also directed
BDOs to devise a mechanism to ensure that all revenue
implications are cleared before the tendering process. 

DC Reasi reviews progress
of RDD sector works 

JI NEWS SERVICE

RAMBAN, APRIL 19:
Deputy Commissioner,
Ramban, Mussarat Islam
today convened a meeting
of concerned officers, reli-
gious leaders and Imams
of various mosques to
review the arrangements
put in place for   Eid-ul-
Fitr.

ADC, Harbans Lal
Sharma; Addl. SP, Gourav
Mahajan; ACR, Gias-Ul-
Haq and other senior offi-
cers   and religious leaders
attended the meeting.
During the meeting, a
threadbare discussion was
held on arrangements for
Eid celebration being
made by the different
departments besides tim-
ing of Namaz-e -Eid in
different Mosques.

The DC urged the reli-
gious leaders to inform
the people about the tim-
ing of Eid congregations
and the traffic movement
plan finalized for different

mosques.  
The DC instructed the

concerned officers to keep
a strict vigil on the over-
charging and black-mar-
keting of essential com-
modities during the fes-
tive days besides ensuring
quality of eatables.

He also directed AD
FCS&CA to conduct fre-
quent market checking
besides making sure avail-
ability of essential com-
modities in all areas of the
district.  

The DC directed CEO
Municipal Council
Ramban to ensure   clean-
liness drives in and
around religious places
and mosques. He also
passed similar directions
to EOs of MC Banihal &
Batote.

The DC also directed
the SDMs and concerned
Tehsildars to ensure all
necessary arrangements
in their respective juris-
dictions for the Eid festi-
val.

DC Ramban review arrangements

for Eid-ul-Fitr 

Urges people to proactively support mission launched against drug menace 

HARNESSES TECHNOLOGY TO DRIVE VOTER EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT

Sarmad emphasizes sports as potent tool towards restraining youth from drug abuse, other social evils
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KUPWARA, APRIL 19: The Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kupwara, Dr. Doifode Sagar Dattatray who is also
Chairman of District Red Cross Committee Kupwara
today distributed food Kits among the poor and needy
families at DC Office complex, here.

Around 400 Food kits were distributed among the
poor, needy families, widows, destitute and orphans
from the District Red Cross Fund.

Food kits contained food items, eatables, spices and
edible oil. Vice Chairman, District Development Council
Kupwara, Haji Farooq Mir, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara Gh. Nabi Bhat was present on
the occasion. 

DC Kupwara distributes food 
items among needy, destitute 
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BANDIPORA, APRIL 19: A comprehensive training
program for officials and officers of the Swachh Bharat
Mission (SBM) was today conducted at Bandipora.

The program organised by BDO Office Bandipora,
was presided by ACP Bandipora Muzafar Ahmad and
was attended by BDO Bandipora Shariq Iqbal and
other concerned. The programme was aimed to
enhance the skills and knowledge of the participants
and provide them with the necessary tools to imple-
ment the SBM effectively.

The training covered various topics related to the
SBM, including sanitation and hygiene, solid waste
management, community mobilization, and behavior
change communication. The program also included
hands-on training and interactive sessions to enhance
the practical skills of the participants. Speaking on the
occasion, ACP Bandipora expressed his satisfaction for
successfully conducting this training program for the
officials and officers of the Swachh Bharat Mission. 

He said the program was designed to provide the
participants with the knowledge and tools required to
implement the SBM effectively. We are confident that
the training will help the officials and officers in
achieving the objectives of the SBM and contribute to
making India clean and healthy, he added.

The training program received positive feedback
from the participants, who appreciated the opportuni-
ty to learn new skills and exchange ideas with their col-
leagues from different departments. 

Bandipora Admin conducts

Training programme on SBM (G) 
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POONCH, APRIL 19:
Acting tough against absen-
tee    government employees,
Deputy Commissioner
Poonch Inder Jeet on
Wednesday suspended 14
employees for unauthorised
absence from   duty  and
served show cause notices to
21 others including some
gazetted officers of Jal Shakti,
PMGSY, floriculture depart-
ments. Acting on the com-
plaints received from the
public, including PRIs, the
Deputy Commissioner con-
stituted a Committee of offi-
cers headed by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Tahir
Mustafa Malik to conduct
surprise inspections across
all the government offices in
a phased manner. The ADC
and his team inspected sev-
eral offices including Jal
Shakti, PMGSY etc and
found several employees out
of office during office hours.
Notably, those absent nei-
ther have sanctioned leave in
their favour nor have main-
tained any movement regis-
ter for field visits. Moreover
some HODs holding impor-
tant offices were unaware of
the whereabouts of their

immediate staff as well as
field staff while some HODs
were themselves found
absent during office hours.
ADC Poonch recommended
stringent action against
employees of these offices
including HODs. Acting on
the recommendations of the
committee, Deputy Comm-
issioner Poonch suspended
more than a dozen employ-
ees and issued show cause
notices to 21 others wherein
HODs were directed to clear
their positions within a
week’s time. “Strict discipli-
nary action will be initiated
against such erring employ-
ees as per conduct rules on
not receiving satisfactory
explanations”, he added.
The Deputy Commissioner

further directed all the con-
trolling officers to move
towards a professional work
culture and maintain the
sanctity of government
offices for which employees
are paid handsomely.
“There will be zero tolerance
towards poor and unprofes-
sional work culture. General
public needs not to suffer
because of such erring
employees. Deputy
Commissioner Office will
keep a track of all govern-
ment offices working in all
tehsils and such surprise
inspections will be a regular
phenomenon throughout
the year and will be conduct-
ed in various phases cover-
ing all the government
offices across the districts”.

14 absentee employees suspended; Show
Cause notices issued to 21 others at Poonch
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DODA, APRIL 19: A dis-
trict-level orientation cum
training programme on
Uploading of thematic
Gram Panchayat
Development Plan
(GPDP) for FY 2023-24,
organised by Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj
Department, was held
today at Zila Vikas
Bhawan Doda and BDO
office Bhaderwah.

The training was organ-
ised under the overall
supervision of ACD,
Phulail Singh, who also
attended the program at
the twin locations.
Besides, as many as 110
field functionaries attend-
ed the training pro-
gramme on day 1 at the
designated locations,
including the master train-
ers BDO Bhaderwah Sunil
Kumar, BDO Khaleni
Sanjat Bhardawaj and
Panchayat Secretary
Rashid Hussain and
Operator Naseer Ahmed.

The orientation pro-
gramme focused exclu-
sively on People’s Plan
Campaign- 2023 for
uploading of thematic
GPDP under Localized

Sustainable Development
Goals (LSDGs) mapped
into nine themes by
Ministry of Panchayati
Raj, including Poverty
Free and Enhanced
Livelihoods Village,
Child-friendly Village,
Women-friendly Village,
Healthy Village, Self
Sufficient Infrastructure
Village, Socially Secured
Village, Water Sufficient
Village, Village with Good
Governance and Clean
and Green Village.

Speaking to the
Participants, the ACD said
that the thematic approach
to GPDP with focus on
LSDGs would ensure con-
vergence of resources and
augment community par-
ticipation at panchayat
level in consonance with

all the stakeholders and
line departments. It is also
aimed to achieve satura-
tion on all SDGs by 2030.

Further speaking he
instructed all the attended
field functionaries to
acquaint themselves fully
so that all the panchayat
level GPDP plans shall be
uploaded on the designat-
ed portal error free and
under time bound man-
ner. The resource per-
sons/Master trainers from
the department gave a
detailed presentation on
the process, procedure,
action plan, activities
regarding preparation of
thematic GPDP along with
demonstration on upload-
ing the approved GPDP
on the eGram Swaraj por-
tal. 

District-level orientation program on

uploading of thematic GPDP held at Doda
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BUDGAM, APRIL 19: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Budgam, S F
Hamid today chaired the Block
Diwas programme at Panchayat
Halqa Hufroo in Block Nagam.

The programme was held at
Government Higher Secondary
School, Hufroo, where local PRIs,
respected elders and local youth
delegations from villages Hufroo,
Nowpora, Brinjan, Narpora,
Loolipora and other adjacent vil-
lages raised their demands with the
DC.

The DC gave them patient hear-
ing and assured that all their gen-
uine demands shall be addressed on
priority.

Stressing on better Healthcare
facilities, the DC instructed con-
cerned to submit proposal for the
creation of USG and Digital X- Ray
facility at local PHC. He also direct-
ed concerned to connect the health
institution to the uninterrupted hot-
line power supply.

The DC said that locals participa-
tion is imperative for the develop-
ment of Budgam and instructed
Revenue authorities to conduct a
camp to address issues related to
correction of land records of local
farmers. Instruction were also given

for a joint camp to be organised by
PDD, RDD, Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal and Sheep
Husbandry departments on April-
24. He said the concerned depart-
ments shall ensure prompt services
and on spot redressal to the genuine
public grievances during the camp.
Besides, concerned departments
shall give awareness on different
schemes including PM Kissan, PDD
Amnesty Scheme, PM- Kusum and
facilitate distribution of seed vari-
eties, awareness regarding fertiliz-
ers, vaccination of livestock  and
form submission for various servic-
es to the general public.

The DC said that besides overall
development of people, self-
employment and cleanliness are

among top priorities for District
Administration in Budgam. He
urged local unemployed youth to
register under different self-
employment schemes to open their
own business ventures and become
successful entrepreneurs.

Emphasizing on providing better
road, transport, educational and
health facilities, the DC also directed
concerned for completion of ongo-
ing works in a time bound manner.

He instructed PDD authorities to
ensure execution of improvement
works in a stipulated timeframe.

He urged locals to play an active
role in curbing the drug menace
from the society for a better society
and safeguard the young genera-
tion. 

Block Diwas program held at Hufroo
in Block Nagam of Budgam 
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DODA, APRIL 19: To listen to the issues and grievances of
the people, the Public Outreach Programmes were held
today at four different locations across Doda district as part
of the weekly Block Divas program. The weekly Block
Diwas program was held at Sonwara Panchayat, Sub
Division Gandoh; Health & Wellness Centre Jathi,  Sub
Division Assar; Tehsil Headquarter Thathri, Sub Division
Thathri; and Eidgah Chakarbhati, Panchayat Sindra, Block
Bhalla, Sub District Bhaderwah.

Block Diwas is aimed at getting first-hand appraisal of
the problems and development aspirations of the people. It
also aims to ensure equitable development of rural and
urban areas by fulfilling popular aspirations of the people.

Block Diwas program is being organised weekly on
every Wednesday at different locations of the district to
reach out to the people and listen to their grievances, aspi-
rations, and demands. Several public delegations, individ-
uals besides PRI members, projected the local demands
and problems being faced by the public at all the four loca-
tions today. 

Public and PRIs put forth a range of issues/ demands.
They demanded augmentation of water supply and elec-
tricity, macadamization of roads, meeting dearth of staff in
schools and hospitals, upgradation of schools, banking
facilities in rural areas, etc. The presiding officers of the
Block Diwas, along with officers in charge of all the depart-
ments, gave patient hearing to the issues and demands and
assured to resolve all the genuine demands/ issues at the
earliest. 

Weekly Block Diwas: Public Outreach 
programmes held at 4 locations in Doda 
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DODA, APRIL 19: To check overpricing, profiteering and
black marketing ahead of Eid-Ul-Fitr, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Ravi Kumar Bharti, leading an officers’
team consisting of EO MC  Ninad Sen, Law Officer, AD
FCS&CA, Food Safety Officer and Police y conducted
intensive market checking in Doda town.

The market checking was conducted on the directions of
the Deputy Commissioner, Vishesh Mahajan.

While interacting with the shopkeepers, the team mem-
bers asked them to display rate lists at prominent places
and adhere to the rates approved, keep shops neat and
clean and ensure that all package commodities sold to the
consumers must bear MRP, Package date, Net Content and
other related information.

Doda Admin conducts market 
checking ahead of Eid-Ul-Fitr 
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KULGAM, APRIL 19: To take stock of the situation arisen
due to incessant rains in the district, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat
today chaired a meeting of officers at mini-secretariat,
here. During the meeting, the DC took a detailed stock of
current status of water level of rivers, availability of sand
bags, machinery and other  arrangements available in the
district.  He instructed the officers to stay at their respec-
tive headquarters and not to leave the station.

He was also instructed to keep men and machinery
available to tackle any situation.

Meanwhile it was informed that control rooms have
been made operational at District and Tehsil levels to
respond to any emergency and  needs of the people.

DC Kulgam takes stock of situation

arisen due to incessant rains 

JI NEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, APRIL 19: The Eco club of GDC Marheen, in
collaboration with the Department of Environmental
Sciences, under the aegis of Mission Life carried out a plan-
tation drive in the College premises today.

A large number of saplings of various plants were plant-
ed by students, staff members under the supervision of
principal of the college Dr. Anupama Gupta.

Speaking on the occasion, the Principal of the College
raised awareness among the students about the urgent
need of afforestation and motivated the students to plant
more and more trees to conserve nature. She said global
warming is increasing on an alarming scale thereby affect-
ing the ecological balance of the planet.

The event was organised under the supervision of
Convener of Eco club Prof. Deepak, and Head, Department
of Environmental Sciences Prof. Sheetal Sharma.

A large number of Volunteers participated in the event.
The staff members present during the plantation drive
were Mr. Pardeep, Dr. Munisha Devi, Prof. Sonika Jasrotia,
Dr. Eva Sharma Prof. Nisha Taak and Prof. Charan.

GDC Marheen carries out Plantation
Drive under 'Mission Life'

JI NEWS SERVICE

KUPWARA, APRIL 19: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Kupwara,
Dr. Doifode Sagar Dattatray
today chaired a meeting of
District Level Task Force Cell
(DLSWC) for re-fixation of rates
of Minor Mineral Blocks of
Kupwara district at DC Office
Complex, here.

The meeting discussed thread-
bare various issues related to e-
auction of minor blocks, fixation
of revised rates, identification of
new  sites where e-auction of
material in Nallah beds, quarry
belts could be undertaken.

The meeting was informed
that in Kupwara district there
are 28 Minor mineral blocks
which are identified for e-auc-
tion. Due to strenuous efforts of
the Geology and Mining
Department, along with Police
and  Irrigation and Flood control
Departments there is significant
control on illegal mining particu-
larly on riverbed mining.

Meeting was apprised that
during the financial year 2022-

23,   Geology and Mining
Department has imposed a fine
of Rs 97 lakhs and seized 490
vehicles for illegal mining.

The DC asked the concerned
departments to issue an advisory
regarding completely banning
sand from horticulture Orchards
in Karewa belts of Handwara
Sub division and forest areas.

The DC who is also the
Chairman of District Level
Single Window Committee
(DLSWC) for Kupwara district
stressed upon the concerned offi-
cers to ensure that there should
be no illegal mining outside the

registered blocks from any nal-
lah of Kupwara district.

Regarding revision of rates,
evaluation and fixing of price for

Minor minerals, and Minor min-
eral products it was told that
rates were previously fixed by
the Committee in year 2020 and
due to price escalation rates
need revision.

Finally the District level Single
Window Committee headed by
Deputy Commissioner Kupwara
approved the latest  rates which
are as under: 

Revised rates of Sand in 2023-
24 are Rs 32, Rates of Nallah Bajri
are Rs 18, rates of Nallah
Boulders in 2023-24 are Rs.7,
rates of Nallah Mukh are Rs 5.50,
revised  rates of clay are Rs 3,
revised rates of crushed bajri 10-

20 mm are Rs 30, rates of crushed
Bajri 40 mm is Rs 29, similarly
rates of crushed bajri 65 mm Rs
28, rates of silt are Rs 15 and
rates of stone have been fixed at
Rs 8.

The DC stressed upon the offi-
cers to work with added dedica-
tion and sincerity keeping in
view the important role of min-
ing. SSP Kupwara, Yougal
Manhas,  District Mineral
Officer, Shujaat Qureshi;
Executive Engineers of Irrigation
and Flood Control, representa-
tives of Kehmil and Kamraj for-
est divisions  and other con-
cerned attended the meeting. 

DC Kupwara chairs DLSWC meeting 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APRIL 19: Chief Justice, High Court of Jammu
and Kashmir & Ladakh, Justice N Kotiswar Singh,
today inaugurated Fast Track Court Jammu in presence
of Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Judge High Court of Jammu
Kashmir & Ladakh (Administrative Judge District
Jammu). Justice Rajneesh Oswal, Justice Vinod
Chatterjee Koul, Justice Mohan Lal, Justice Rahul
Bharti, Justice Waseem Sadiq Nargal, Justice Rajesh
Sekhri, Judges of High Court of Jammu Kashmir and
Ladakh, Shahzad Azeem, Registrar General High Court
of J&K and Ladakh, M K Sharma, Principal Secretary to
Chief Justice, Y P Bourney, Registrar Vigilance High
Court of J&K and Ladakh, Sanjay Parihar, Principal
District & Session Judge Jammu along with other
Judicial Officers of district Jammu, Sobha Ram Gandhi,
Registrar Judicial High Court of J&K and Ladakh at
Jammu, Amit Gupta, Member Secretary, J&K Legal
Services Authority, Anoop Sharma, Registrar IT, High
Court of J&K and Ladakh, Prem Sagar, Secretary High
Court Legal Services Authority, Parveen Pandoh, Joint
Registrar Judicial/Protocol High Court of J&K and
Ladakh (Jammu wing) and Vikram Sharma, President,
High Court Bar Association Jammu, Rohit Sharma,
President Young Lawyer Association along with other
respective executive members were present during the
ceremony. The Fast Track Court Jammu has been con-
structed, renovated and beautified under the guidance
of Chief Justice N Kotiswar Singh and Justice Sanjeev
Kumar besides monitoring and supervision of Khalil
Choudhary, Presiding Officer, Fast Track Court Jammu.
The members of High Court Bar Association, Jammu,
addressing during the ceremony, expressed their views
that all other courts situated in District Court Complex
Jammu and other courts of UT of J&K and Ladakh may
also be constructed, renovated and beautified on the
same pattern of Fast Track Court Jammu. 

Chief Justice inaugurates fast
track Court, Jammu

LOCAL PARTICIPATION IMPERATIVE FOR DEVELOPMENT: DC

REVISED RATES FOR MINOR MINERALS & MINERAL PRODUCTS APPROVED

DC reiterates zero tolerance policy against erring officials

JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, APRIL 19 In con-
nection with observance of Fire
Service Week commencing from
14th April to 20th April 2023, a
Free Medical camp was today
organised at Fire & Emergency
Services Headquarters
Batamaloo Srinagar.

Employees of Fire &
Emergency Services and a good
number of civilians participated
in the event.

During the Camp, a general
checkup was conducted by a
team of Doctors in which a num-
ber of free tests such as HBA1C,
BSR, BSF, TSH, CBC, Micral,
VPT, ECT and Ophthalmological

checkup were done and free
medicines were distributed. The
entire exercise was conducted
under the supervision of Dr.
Ibrar Bashir Sherazi, Medical
Officer, Fire & Emergency
Services, Srinagar on the direc-
tions of Alok Kumar, ADGP,
Director, Fire & Emergency
Services, J&K. 

Free Medical Camp held at Fire & Emergency Services, Headquarters Batamaloo 
JI NEWS SERVICE

KATHUA, APRIL 19: The Voter Literacy Club of
Government Degree College Marheen, in collaboration
with IQAC cell and NSS Unit, organized a poster making
and slogan writing competition under the aegis of
Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP). The programme was organized under the
patronage of the Principal of the college Prof. (Dr.)
Anupama Gupta, while it was supervised by Convener,
Voter Literacy Club   Pardeep, and NSS PO Dr. Sonika
Jasrotia. The other faculty members present in the pro-
gramme were Prof. Deepak Gupta, Dr. Munisha Devi, Prof
Eva Sharma and Nisha Tak.

SVEEP: Poster making, slogan writing

competition held at GDC Marheen 

RAMBAN, APRIL 19: Dawat-e-Iftar party was host-
ed by the Indian army at Army camp, Banihal, for
local representatives of Banihal town to mark
Ramzan celebration besides the message of peace and
prosperity. More than 120 persons including repre-
sentatives from civil administration, J&K Police, J&K
Traffic Police, Vyapar mandal, Public representatives,
school & colleges, prominent Masjids, community
and religious leaders, other security forces, and
media persons attended the event making the occa-
sion a grand success.

Banihal: Dawat-e-Iftar hosted by Indian army
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Mumbai: Shiv Sena
spokesperson Sanjay
Shirsat has warned that if
NCP leader Ajit Pawar
joins BJP with a group of
party leaders, then the
Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena will not be part of the
government in
Maharashtra.

Talking to reporters in
Mumbai on Tuesday, Mr
Shirsat, whose party shares
power with the Bharatiya
Janata Party in
Maharashtra, said he thinks
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) will not go
with the BJP directly.

"Our policy is clear about
it. The NCP is a party
which betrays. We will not
be with the NCP even in
power. If the BJP takes
NCP with them,
Maharashtra will not like it.
We decided to move out (of
the earlier undivided Shiv
Sena led by Uddhav
Thackeray) because people
didn't like us going with
the Congress and NCP," he
said.

Mr Shirsat said Ajit
Pawar has not said any-
thing which means he
doesn't want to be in the

NCP.
"We left the Congress-

NCP (which were part of
the previous Maha Vikas
Aghadi government)
because we didn't want to
be with them. Ajit Pawar
doesn't have a free hand
there. 

Therefore, if he leaves the
NCP, we will welcome
him. If he comes along with
along with a group of NCP
(leaders), we will not be in
the government," the Shiv
Sena leader said.

He said Ajit Pawar's dis-
pleasure is because his son
Parth Pawar lost election
earlier. His displeasure has
no connection with the case
of a plea seeking disqualifi-
cation of 16 Shiv Sena
MLAs pending before the
Supreme Court.

Mr Shirsat was recently
appointed spokesperson of
the Shiv Sena-led by Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde.

Parth Pawar was defeat-
ed in the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll from Maval con-

stituency in Maharashtra.
"Ajit Pawar not being

reachable is not a new
thing. But his displeasure,
which is being shown by
the media, and our case
(pending before the
Supreme Court) has no
relation. 

Ajit Pawar is disgruntled
since his son Parth Pawar
had lost the election," Mr
Shirsat said.

"Ajit Pawar was held
responsible for the oath cer-
emony held at dawn (in

November 2019 with
Devendra Fadnavis). After
two-and-a-half years,
Sharad Pawar said it was
an experiment to revoke
President's rule," he
claimed.

Mr Shirsat said Ajit
Pawar has not clarified
over the incident till date.

The Devendra Fadnavis-
Ajit Pawar government
formed in a hush-hush cer-
emony in November 2019
had lasted for three days.

Mr Shirsat said Ajit
Pawar is a big leader and
he will not tell easily about
what is going on in his
mind.

He also slammed the
Maha Vikas Aghadi's move
to hold rallies in parts of
the state, as a show of unity
and strength.

"We have to search for
Ajit Pawar's stand in the
ongoing rallies of MVA. He
could not speak at the rally
in Nagpur. The party
which has only 15 MLAs
(referring to Uddhav Thac
is the key speaker and the
one which has 54 MLAs is
side-tracked. This is disre-
spect of Ajit Pawar," he
said.

Amid Speculation Over Ajit Pawar Joining
BJP, A Warning From Eknath Shinde

New Delhi: Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor on Wednesday hailed the Centre's
announcement of a Vande Bharat train for
Kerala and said that he is looking forward
to attending the flagging off of the same by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The Prime Minister is scheduled to flag
off the Vande Bharat Express in Kerala's
Thiruvananthapuram on April 25.

Reacting to the Centre's move, the
Congress leader cited his earlier tweet on
February 1 last year in which he had sug-
gested running a Vande Bharat train in
Kerala.

"Bringing #VandeBharat trains to Kerala
could address @vijayanpinarayi's concern
for speedy train travel to promote develop-
ment, &alleviate @INCKerala's concerns
about land acquisition& environmental
impact. GOI&GOK shld discuss a win-win
outcome in the interests of the state," Mr
Tharoor had tweeted earlier last year.

Recalling his tweet, the Congress MP
said that he is "delighted" that the Vande
Bharat will run in Kerala and added that
progress must be beyond politics.

"Recalling my tweets of fourteen months
ago suggesting #VandeBharat trains for
Kerala. Delighted that @AshwiniVaishnaw
has done just that. Looking forward to
attending @narendramodi's flagging off of
the first train from Thiruvananthapuram
on the 25th. Progress must be beyond pol-

itics," he tweeted.
On April 14, Union Minister of State for

External Affairs V Muraleedharan said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
"Vishukaineettam" (gift) this year is the
Vande Bharat train service for Kerala.

Union Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan said people are
thankful to PM Modi for announcing the
semi-high-speed train in the state.

"The people of Kerala are thankful to PM
Narendra Modi as well as the Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw for announc-
ing this high-speed train for Kerala which
will definitely improve the pace of devel-
opment in Kerala. On 25 April, the PM is
visiting Kerala and the flag-off will happen
that day - that is the information we have",
Mr Muraleedharan told ANI.

Giving further details on the train, Mr
Muraleedharan added that the train will
cover a distance of 600 km originating
from Kasaragod and will run till the capi-
tal city of Trivandrum. The train will cover
the distance in just 8 hours.

"The train will originate from Kasaragod
which is the northernmost tipoff of Kerala
to the capital city of Trivandrum at the
southernmost tip. So the Vande Bharat will
cover a distance of 600 km in 8 hours
which means that people of Kerala will be
able to travel across the state in 8 hours,"
he added.

"Delighted": Shashi Tharoor
After Centre Announces Vande

Bharat Train For Kerala

Chennai: The growing
unease between Tamil
Nadu allies, the AIADMK
and the BJP, has spilled
over into neighbouring
Karnataka, which goes to
Assembly polls next
month.

The All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK),
now led by former Chief
Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami, has fielded a
candidate against ally BJP
in Pulakeshinagar seat in
Bengaluru.

The AIADMK has cho-
sen D Anbarasan as its can-
didate. The BJP had earlier
announced Murali as its
pick for the reserved seat.

The AIADMK's move
comes against the back-
drop of its strained ties
with the BJP that has led to
heated exchanges between
leaders from the two sides
over the past few months.

During a recent interac-
tion with the media, Mr
Palaniswami, also known
as EPS, refused to talk
about Tamil Nadu BJP
chief K Annamalai and fol-
lowed it up with a swipe at
the 38-year-old politician.
"Don't ask me about him. I
will only talk about mature
leaders. Through his inter-
views, he is only projecting
himself," the former Chief
Minister said.

The remark came after
Mr Annamalai hinted that
he would release a list of

assets owned by senior
AIADMK leaders as he had
already done for leaders of
the ruling DMK. This drew
a sharp response from the
AIADMK, with party
leader D Jayakumar warn-
ing that "touching
AIADMK is like playing
with fire".

On the party fielding a
candidate in a Karnataka
seat the BJP is contesting,
AIADMK spokesperson
Kovai Sathyan told NDTV,
"At the moment, there is no
alliance between us in

Karnataka. We are pitted
against the BJP." Contacted
for a response, BJP's Tamil
Nadu vice-president
Narayanan Thirupati said,
"Let's see what happens."
Asked if the two allies were
in touch over the issue, he
said, "I am not aware."

The BJP, which won just
four seats in the 2021
Assembly polls that
brought the DMK to
power, has pushed for a
larger role in the state over
the past couple of years,
when the AIADMK's polit-
ical activities were hit by a
bitter power tussle
between factions led by Mr
Palaniswami and former
Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam.

Last year, Mr Annamalai
went as far as claiming that
the BJP was the real
Opposition in Tamil Nadu.

The AIADMK was also
uncomfortable about the

BJP's attempts to stitch an
alliance with VK Sasikala,
aide of former chief minis-
ter and AIADMK leader
late J Jayalalitha. Ms
Sasikala was expelled by
the AIADMK when she
was in prison after her con-
viction in a corruption case.
The BJP had also pushed
for a tie-up with Amma
Makkal Munneetra
Kazagam, led by Ms
Sasikala's nephew TTV
Dhinakaran.

The AIADMK was not
amused by the BJP's out-
reach to its breakaway out-
fits. C Ponnaiyan, senior
AIADMK leader, had then
said, "We know how BJP
has toppled governments
of their allies in other
states. We are careful."

The BJP's Annamalai had
downplayed the matter,
saying that Ponnaiyan is
known for making a U-turn
after such statements.

Tamil Nadu Allies, Karnataka Rivals:
Cracks In BJP-AIADMK Alliance Show

Washington, United States: A leaked U.S.
military assessment says the Chinese mili-
tary may soon deploy a high-altitude spy
drone that travels at least three times the
speed of sound, the Washington Post
reported late on Tuesday.

The newspaper cited a secret document
from the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency. The document, which Reuters
could not confirm or verify independently,
features satellite imagery dated Aug 9 that
shows two WZ-8 rocket-propelled recon-
naissance drones at an air base in eastern
China, about 350 miles (560km) inland
from Shanghai, according to the newspa-
per. The U.S. assessment said China's
People's Liberation Army (PLA) had
"almost certainly" established its first
unmanned aerial vehicle unit at the base,
which falls under the Eastern Theater
Command, the branch of the Chinese mili-
tary responsible for enforcing Chinese sov-
ereignty claims over Taiwan, the newspa-
per reported. The U.S. Defense Department
did not immediately respond to a request
for comment. The Chinese government
could not immediately be reached for com-

ment. The Washington Post said it obtained
the assessment of the program from a trove
of images of classified files posted on the
Discord messaging app, allegedly by a
member of the Massachusetts Air National
Guard, who was arrested last week. The
FBI on Thursday arrested Jack Douglas
Teixeira, a 21-year-old member of the U.S.
Air National Guard, over the leaks online
of classified documents that embarrassed
Washington with allies around the world.

The leaks first became widely known
earlier this month, setting Washington on
edge about the damage they may have
caused. The episode embarrassed the U.S.
by revealing its spying on allies and pur-
ported Ukrainian military vulnerabilities.  

China May Soon Deploy Supersonic Spy
Drones, Show US Intel Leaks: Report

New York: The UN has said it is ready to
withdraw from Afghanistan in May if it
cannot convince the Taliban to permit local
women to work for the organization, the
head of the UN Development Program
said, Afghanistan-based Khaama Press
reported.

The UN is negotiating with the Taliban

in hopes that it will make exceptions to a
decree prohibiting local women from
working for the organization. UNDP
Administrator, Achin Steiner, said: "It is
fair to say that where we are right now is
the entire United Nations system having to
take a step back and re-evaluate its ability
to operate there.

UN To Withdraw From Afghanistan Over

Taliban's Curbs On Women: Report

PUBLIC NOTICE
I Ashok Kumar S/O Sain Dass R/O Phinder

Tehsil R.S.Pura, Distt Jammu, My father

has been died On 09-05-2021 at Phinder,

Jammu, Now i am applying for the death

certificate of the above said. Objection if

any may be conveyed to RTO Jammu with-

in seven days from the publication of this

notice.
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JI NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, APRIL 19:- In
order to formulate the develop-
mental works plan under
DDC/BDC/PRI Grants for Year
2023-24  for Srinagar,  the
Deputy Commissioner(DC)
Srinagar, Mohammad Aijaz
Asad today held a meeting with
members of DDC, BDC and
Panchayats of District and con-
cerned District Officers here in
the Meeting Hall of DC Office
Complex. Chairman, District

Development Council(DDC)
Srinagar, Malik Aftab Ahmad
and Vice Chairman, DDC, Bilal
Ahmad were present on the
occasion. At the outset, the
meeting was apprised about the
sector wise achievements dur-
ing last fiscal-2022-23, besides
the projects of vital importance
completed within stipulated
time. Physical and financial sta-

tus of works under Area
Development Programme
(ADP) was also deliberated. On
the occasion, a threadbare dis-
cussion was held with regard to
formulation of works plan
under DDC/BDC/PRI Grants
for Year 2023-24. Speaking on
the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner stressed on asset
building and incorporating

innovative programmes in Area
Development Programme for
the larger interest of the public.
He also laid emphasis on estab-
lishing Composite Skill
Development Centers,
Computer Centres and Book
Libraries at Panchayat Blocks.
The DC exhorted the PRI repre-
sentatives to take up projects of
public importance under cur-
rent allocation of District Capex
to meet the aspirations of the
people and make all panchayats
self-sustaining and self-sup-
porting institutions.

The DC further asked for tak-
ing up the activities in PRI’s
Grants including Rural
Connectivity, Rural
Infrastructure, PHE, Irrigation,
Agriculture, Power, Health,
Education, Developing Area
specific potential and
Employment plan at Panchayat
level.

The DC also urged all the
DDC, BDC, other PRI members
and District officers to coordi-
nate with each other in formula-
tion of balanced works plans by
maintaining the sanctity of the
3-tier system of Panchayati Raj.

In order to ensure proper
monitoring and follow up of
development works under
ADP, the DC stressed on early
constitution of the Committees
by the PRI members.

During the interaction, sever-
al PRI members put forth vari-
ous issues before the Deputy
Commissioner and sought his
intervention to address the
issues related to de-notification
of rural areas from SMC, other
jurisdictional issues hampering
development process, enhanc-
ing quota under IAY scheme,
and upgradation of existing
infrastructure under PHE, PDD,
RDD, Sports, R&B.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APRIL 19: Chief Engineer (Distribution) JPDCL,
Jammu has informed that the power supply to JIO Reliance
Office and Part of Greater Kailash shall remain affected on
April 20 from 9 am to 4 pm.

Similarly, the power supply to Bishnah, Nandpur,
Salehar, Suhagpur, Seora, Ramgarh, Arnia, Miran Sahib,
Bari Brahmana and adjoining areas shall remain affected
on April 20 from 5 am to 2 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to Keerian Gandyal,
Industry Keerian, Lakhanpur, Lakhanpur Village adjoin-
ing areas shall remain affected on April 20 from 9 am to 5
pm.

Similarly, the power supply to Pargwal, Channi Tanna,
Rajpura, Bhalwal Bharat, Dhalwal Miulu, Hamipurkona,
BSF and adjoining areas shall remain affected on April 20
from 11 am to 3 pm.

Likewise, the power supply to Greater Kailash, Jalo
Chak, Parmandal Morh, Suhagpur, Arnia, Allah, Treva,
Kotli, Jabowal, BOP, BSF, Changiyan, Chakroi, Satraiyan,
Pindi, Dadlehar, Chohalla, Badyal Qazian, SKUAST,
Phallian, Ganeshu Chak, Soore Chak, Parladpur,
Suanjhana, Makwal, Hakkal, Bishnah, Sarore, Kotli, Rehal,
Pandoriyan, Keri and adjoining areas shall remain affected
on April 20 from 7 am to 12 noon.

Meanwhile, Superintending Engineer, O&M Circle,
Jammu JPDCL has informed that the power supply to
Bhalwal, Jawala and their adjoining areas shall remain
affected on April 20 from 7 am to 12 noon.

Similarly, the power supply to Resham Ghar, GMC Boys
Hostel and GMC Girls Hostel shall remain affected on
April 20 from 7 am to 12 noon.

Likewise, the power supply to IIM, CD Hospital,
Psychiatric Hospital, PHE Bakshi Nagar and PHE Kabir
Basti shall remain affected on April 20 from 7 am to 9.30
am. Similarly, the  supply to GMC Bakshi Nagar shall
remain affected on April 23 from 9 am to 12 noon.

Meanwhile, Superintending Engineer (Distribution)
JPDCL, O&M Circle Kathua has informed that the power
supply to Dewal, ADC Quarters backside, Billawar Town,
Sukrala, Kishanpur and Tilla shall remain affected on April
20 from 8 am to 2 pm. 

JI NEWS SERVICE

KISHTWAR, APRIL 19: The
modalities for the successful
conduct of the Sinthan Festival
were today discussed by the dis-
trict administration Kishtwar
here at a meeting chaired by
Deputy Commissioner, Dr.
Devansh Yadav.

The festival is scheduled to
take place for two days on 29th
April and 30th April 2023 at
Sinthan Maidan.

The meeting was attended by
senior officers, including ADDC,
Sham Lal; ADC, Inderjeet Singh

Parihar; SDM Paddar, Dr. Rishi
Kumar; SDM Chatroo/Marwah,
Dr. Mohsin Raza; DPO Kishtwar
Sunil Bhutyal, district and sec-
toral officers, and officials of
Jammu & Kashmir Academy for
Art, Culture & Languages.

During the meeting, the offi-
cials discussed event wise
arrangements including finaliz-
ing the list of artists, adventure
and cultural activities, besides
the preparations for the
Kishtwar Idol finale and
Kishtwar Gift Box Making

Competition.
The team, including the SDM,

DPO, Indian Army, NHIDCL,
range officers, and other offi-
cials, were directed to conduct a

visit to the locations to fine-tune
the arrangements and activity
sites.

The meeting also covered var-
ious preparatory aspects related

to the festival, such as boarding
arrangements for artists and
participants, establishment of
tentage city, security activities,
and stalls for local cuisines,
among others.

The Deputy Commissioner
emphasized the need for a
smooth and successful conduct
of the festival and urged all
stakeholders to work together to
ensure the same. The officials
were directed to make all neces-
sary arrangements and ensure
that the festival is a memorable
and enjoyable experience for
everyone.

Power shutdown

DC Srinagar holds consultation session with DDC members/BDC 
chairpersons/PRIs for finalisation of Capex Plan for the Year 2023-24 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APRIL 19: To get first-
hand account of the public
grievances, Deputy
Commissioner, Avny Lavasa
today conducted an extensive
tour of the Bhalwal block and
listened to issues of locals.

Tehsildar, Druv Gupta; BDO,
Johny Kumar along with PRIs,
public delegations besides
scores of individuals were pres-
ent in the camp during which
they apprised the Deputy
Commissioner about the prob-
lems being faced by them in day

to day life. During the tour, the
Deputy Commissioner inaugu-
rated five Patwar Halqa offices

at Dansal, Tarah, Kanyala,
Kishenpur, Kharta.  Later, the
Deputy Commissioner held a

grievance redressal camp at
Kishenpur Kharta. Local
Sarpanch, Romesh Singh
apprised the DC regarding
major issues which mainly per-
tained to the supply of water
and electricity, revenue services,
road connectivity, upgradation
of school, cleanliness and sanita-
tion.  The Deputy Commissioner
gave a patient hearing to the PRI
member and passed on the spot
directions to the concerned offi-
cers for quality redress of their
genuine grievances.

She assured that the highlight-
ed issues of public importance

will be taken up with higher
authorities besides all the pen-
dency and public service deliv-
ery slackness shall be reviewed
thoroughly. She directed the
officers to leave no stone
unturned to provide maximum
benefits of government welfare
schemes to the people. The
Deputy Commissioner also
impressed upon the officers to
work with zeal to achieve the
targets ensuring the delivery of
the benefits to the rural masses.

The Deputy Commissioner
also planted a sampling during a
plantation drive at Dansal.

DC Jammu conducts extensive tour of Dansal block 
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JI NEWS SERVICE

DODA, APRIL 19: To facilitate smooth and hassle
free Eid prayers and celebrations across District, the
Deputy Commissioner, Visheh Mahajan along with
SSP Abdul Qayoom, President MC Doda, Ved
Prakash Gupta and a team of officers visited Jamia
Masjid and Eidgah, here today.

SE Jal Shakti Department Anil Gupta; EO, MC,
Nenad Sen; Officers from MC, JPDCL and other
departments accompanied.  Later, the DC along with
SSP, ADC Bhaderwah Ch. Dilmir, ASP Bhaderwah
Kameshwar Puri, EO MC Bhaderwah Yousf-Ul-
Umar, and others visited Jamia Masjid, and Eidgah in
Bhaderwah. They also inspected the market at
Bhaderwah. The DC directed the PHE (JSD) and PDD
(JKPCL) departments to ensure regular water and
electricity supply availability to the people across the
district. He also asked the Municipal authorities to
ensure sanitation of roads leading to the Edigah,
while the Transport Department was asked to ensure
traffic regulation so that people coming to Eidgah
don’t face any inconvenience.

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APRIL 19:
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting organised a
National Workshop on the
promotion of Animation,
Visual Effects, Gaming and
Comics at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi wherein repre-
sentatives from Central
Government, various State
Governments and Industry
representatives participat-
ed.   

Secretary, Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting (Chairman
AVGC Taskforce) and
Secretary, Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship presided
over the workshop.

Alongwith draft
National AVGC Policy,
AVGC Sector Promotion in
the Country with
Opportunities for India,
Making India a Global
AVGC hub with a skilled
workforce, Model State
AVGC Policy,
Development of AVGC
Infrastructure by States,

Talent and Skill
Development, Identifying
and promoting Local
Content by States, Creating
World Class Gaming
Content in India was dis-
cussed.  

Joint Director
Department of
Information, Jammu Atul
Gupta and Information
Officer Maheer Thakur
represented Jammu and
Kashmir at the Workshop.

The AVGC (Animation,
Visual Effects, Gaming and
Comics) sector has wit-
nessed unprecedented
growth rate in recent times

and is expected to grow
exponentially in the com-
ing decade.

An AVGC Promotion
Task Force was constituted
by the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting, with repre-
sentatives from the central
government, AVGC indus-
try, academia, and state
governments. 

The Task Force had
extensive consultations
with industry representa-
tives and cross cutting gov-
ernment Ministries and
Departments, for devising
strategies & interventions

required. The Task Force
submitted its report where-
in steps were suggested to
realize the potential in
terms of market access and
development, skilling and
mentorship, education,
increasing access to tech-
nology, creating financial
viability, promoting high-
quality content, diversity,
equity and inclusion, and
other areas.

The Task Force has iden-
tified a critical need to
implement a holistic policy
to support the AVGC-XR
sector in realising its true
potential and making India
a leading global player. 

Thus, the Task Force also
prepared and submitted
the Draft of a National
Policy for different stake-
holders of the sector at
National level, along with
a Model State Policy,
which dealt with issues at
the State & local level. 

The report is available
on the website of the
Ministry (https://mib.
gov.in/films/films-docu-
ments).

Doda: DC, SSP visit Eidgahs, Mosques,
Market ahead of Eid Ul Fitr 

Joint Director Information Jammu attends National
Workshop on promotion of AVGC sector

Kishtwar administration gears up to host Sinthan Festival 

JI NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, APRIL 19: District Magistrate Jammu, under
Section 6 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Draught and Pack
Animals Rules, has restricted the use or cause to be used of
any animal for drawing any vehicle or carrying any load
during the period between 12 noon to 3:00 PM.

An order issued here stated “It has been reported that
there are instances where certain people are using animals
including buffalo, bullock, pony, mule, donkey and camel,
among others for carrying loads during the daytime (peri-
od between 12 noon and 3:00 PM) amidst high day temper-
ature (exceeding 37°C), resulting into scenario which have
the potential of inflicting injury and may even result in
death of the animals. Whereas, the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 and the Prevention of Cruelty to
Draught and Pack Animals Rules, 1965 provide the legal
framework to take preventive  measures and stringent
action against the offenders violating the provisions of the
animal  welfare legislations.

DM Jammu restricts use of animal 
for drawing any vehicle, carrying load

between 12 noon to 3:00 PM 

JI NEWS SERVICE

UDHAMPUR, APRIL 19: Chairperson District
Development Council, Udhampur Lal Chand today
chaired a meeting of officers of Health, Education,
Transport and other departments here in his Office
Chamber to review the implementation of schemes of these
key sectors.

Additional District Development Commissioner, Ghan
Sham Singh; Additional Deputy Commissioner, Joginder
Singh Jasrotia; Chief Medical Officer,  Dr. Anil Manhas;
Chief Education Officer,  Geetu Bangotra, ARTO, Ramesh
Kumar attended the meeting.

During the meeting, detailed deliberations were held on
different issues related to non-availability of staff in the
schools and rationalization of teaching and other staff,
absenteeism and non-availability of staff in Primary health
centers and Community Health centers, Non availability of
transport facility to remote areas.

The CMO and CEO were directed to ensure redressal of
the issues on a Priority basis. He sought assurance from
CMO for the improvement of health services in rural areas.

Concerned departments were directed to share the
action taken reports of the issues to the District
Development Council. 

Chairperson DDC Udhampur 
reviews working of Health, 

Education, Transport deptts 
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INAUGURATES FIVE PATWAR HALQA OFFICES, LISTENS TO PUBLIC GRIEVANCES 

Take stock of sanitation, other facilities 

DC STRESSES ON INNOVATIVE

MEASURES ON COMMUNITY

ASSET CREATION FOR GREATER

COMMON GOOD OF PEOPLE

LAYS EMPHASIS ON SKILL

DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOY-

MENT GENERATION AT

PANCHAYAT LEVEL 

DC CHAIRS MEETING TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS


