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SIU files chargesheet
against 13 accused persons
in NIA Court Srinagar

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kash-
mir police’s Special Investiga-
tion Unit (SIU) on Friday pro-
duced a chargesheet against 13
accused persons including three
slain militants of TRF before
NIA court Srinagar.
According to a statement,
issued to the news agency, the
case FIR No 127/2022 under sec-
tions 7/25 of Arms act & sections
13, 18, 19, 20, 38 and 39 of UAPA
of PS Parimpora was registered
on 28-05- 2022 on credible inputs
about the presence of active
militants of TRF in a few resi-
dential houses in Barthana area

of Qamarwari.

The statement reads police
arrested six accused persons ini-
tially in the case and one more
accused (active militant) namely
Shariq Wani was arrested later
in the case.

It reads 7 accused are lodged
in different jails undegoing judi-
cial custody, while 3 accused
(militants) were Kkilled in dif-
ferent encounters and 3 other
accused are absconding as active
militants of TRF namely Basit,
Momin and Umais.

It added investigation has
revealed that accused persons

had developed links with active
militants and in pursuance of a
criminal conspiracy, they collec-
tively conspired with militants
for executing militant activities
in Srinagar.

“The militants were sheltered
in residential houses and pro-
cess has been started to attach
all these houses as per section
25 of UAPA act,” it reads.

It further reads a chargesheet
was produced before the Court
of Special Judge Designated
under NIA Act (TADA/POTA),
Srinagar today, while further
investigation was going on. kno

CS bats for making agri-allied sector
attractive w1th lucratlve economic returns

JAMMU: Chief Secretary,
Dr Arun Kumar Mehta today
impressed upon the officers of
agriculture and allied sector
to make the agriculture sector
more attractive and remunera-
tive with attractive economic
returns for farmers.

He stated this while chairinga
meeting to discuss the financial
structuring of policy for holis-
tic development of agriculture
and allied sectors in Jammu
and Kashmir here at Civil Sec-
retariat.

He called for a multi pronged
strategy as the sector is going
through large scale interven-

tions to increase farmers’
income manifold and be more
profitable.

He added that in order to
achieve better results on ground,

the department has to work in
mission mode to facilitate farm-
ers in such a way that he would
sustain beyond government sup-
port at the end of five years or so.

He called upon the concerned
that J&K should become a role
model as an UT.

He said any scheme becomes
successful only if it is imple-
mented well on the ground and
added that there should be conti-
nuity for the implementation of
these agricultural interventions
on ground with clear withdraw-
al strategy so that farmers will
reap maximum benefits even
after external support winds up
for them.

Earlier, Additional Chief Sec-
retary (ACS) Agriculture Pro-
duction Department, Atal

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

AC approves
regulations for
functioning of
Agri Markets
across the UT

JAMMU: The Administrative
Council (AC) which met here
under the chairmanship of the
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha, approved ‘Regulations
for the functioning of Agricul-
ture Markets across the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir’.

Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advi-
sor to the Lieutenant Governor,
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief
Secretary, J&K attended the
meeting. The Jammu and Kash-
mir Agriculture Produce

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Infiltration bid foiled along LoC in Uri,
arms and contraband recovered

SRINAGAR: The security
forces on Friday claimed to
have foiled an infiltration and
smuggling bid of arms and drugs
along the Line of Control in Uri
area of North Kashmir’s Baram-
ulla district.

In a statement, issued to the
news agency, a spokesperson
said that a joint team of police
and army launched a cordon
and search operation in Rewand
Nallah in Kamalkote area of Uri.

The statement reads there
were indications of initiation of
early warning system installed
by Army and some fires were
also spotted.

“Further search led to the
recovery of arms and ammuni-

tion including 2 AK-74 Rifles,
02 AK Magazine, 117 rounds, 2
Pistols and 2 pistol magazines
and 10 packets of suspected con-
traband,” it reads.

lt further reads a case under
relevant sections of law has been
registered in Police Station Uri
and investigation had been set
in motion. kno

Police busts
extortion racket,
arrest 5 for
disguising as
militants

SRINAGAR: J&K Police busted
an alleged extortion racket and
arrested five youths who were
impersonating as militants in
Jammu and Kashmir’s Kulgam
district.

Kulgam Police received mul-
tiple complaints from the resi-
dents of Katrasoo, Matibugh
and Tarigam that some persons
barged into their houses and
asked for money and other valu-
able items at "gun-point". They
later fled from the spot, police
said.

Taking Cognizance of the
matter, a case under relevant
sections of law was registered
at Police Station Yaripora.

During the course of investi-
gation, a special team led by Sta-
tion House Officer Yaripora was
constituted and searches were
conducted and multiple check-
points were established to arrest
the accused, police said.

“Today after generating spe-
cific information regarding the
module , a special naka at Yari-
pora was established and five
accused were arrested,” a police
statement said.

They were identified as
Nazir Mushtaq Malik of Pin-
joora Shopian, Khalid Hussain
Deedad, Rizwan Ahmad Deedad
and Abrar Ahmad Teadwa- resi-
dents of Sangarwani Pulwama
and Karman Ahmad Deedad of
Draklarn Abhama Pulwama.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Reva Rajput of Tikri
scripts success story
by her innovations

Runs thriving Food Processing Unit from Home

UDHAMPUR: Reva Rajput from
Block Tikri is a source of inspi-
ration for thousands of women
in Udhampur district. The head
of Nari Shakti Women Self Help
Group, she started with making
cow dung Diyas. Her group
sold cowdung Diyas worth Rs.
50,000/- on eve of Deepawali fes-
tival,

Today, using her innovative
mind, she is preparing Barley
Energy Booster, Amla products,
RTS Anardana Chutney, Kash-
miri Masala Tikki, Turmeric
powder etc.

Her husband, Kuldeep Singh,
left his private job to join his
wife's innovative business. He,
along with his wife, established
a small food processing unit
under the PMFME scheme at
his house in Tikri.

The Department of Horticul-
ture Planning and Marketing
Udhampur, the District Nodal
Agency for PMFME scheme, is
providing adequate hand hold-
ing to this innovative couple.

Recently, they were sent by
the department to New Delhi for
participation in Indian Interna-
tional Trade Fair; wherein they
not only sold their products but,
also, had a vast exposure to the
latest labelling, packaging and
branding techniques.

The couple is providing
employment to 7-8 females from
their neighborhood. Area Mar-
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Foe
keting Office Udhampur-Reasi
has, temporarily, provided free
space to Nari Shakti Women Self
Help Group in Fruit and Veg-
etable Market Kallar Himmati
‘Udhampur for selling their prod-
ucts from the Mandi platform.

Div Com holds meeting with Jammu Chamber of
Commerce, discusses developmental issues

JAMMU: Divisional Commis-
sioner Jammu, Ramesh Kumar
today held a meeting with
Jammu Chamber of Commerce
& Industries and concerned
officers and discussed develop-
mental issues and other issues
concerning to the business com-

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner Jammu,
Avny Lavasa; Commissioner
JMC, Rahul Yadav; SSP Jammu,
Chandan Kohli; Additional Com-
missioner State Taxes, Ankita
Kar; Transport Commissioner,
Rahul Sharma; MD SIDKO,
Raman Kesar; Deputy Director

Planning, Munish Dutta; Joint
Director Industries, Meenakshi
Vaid; Officers of Banks, besides
Secretary General CCI, Gourav
Gupta; Vice President, Rajeev

Gupta; Secretary, Rajesh Gupta
and other members of Jammu
Chamber of Commerce.
Threadbare discussions were
held on the issues projected by

the representatives of the Cham-
ber related to overall develop-
ment of Jammu city and welfare
of the business community.

The representatives put forth
the issues being faced by the
business community. The major
demands discussed in the meet-
ing included unsafe buildings
in the warehouse area, early
renewal of lease deeds by JDA,
requirement of toilet complex in
Hari Market, issues related to
GST and other important mat-
ters.

Regarding renewal of lease
deeds, the Div Com instructed

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

UNESCO world heritage sites
illuminated with G20 logo across India

NEW DELHI: A day after it for-
mally assumed the G20 presi-
dency, the Indian government
has illuminated 100 monuments
across the country with the G20
logo.

The list of monuments to
mark India's G20 presidency
was compiled by the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India (ASI) and
includes historical sites includ-
ing the Nalanda ruins in Bihar,
the Shankaracharya temple in
Srinagar (Jammu), and Modhera
Sun temple.

Other monuments to be illu-
minated are Dholavira site in
Gujarat, the Purana Qila com-
plex and Humayun'’s Tomb in

Delhi, Hemis Monastery in
Ladakh, Tipu Sultan Palace in
Bengaluru, the Chola temple
of Thanjavur and Konark Sun
temple in Puri.

Srinagar was the first place

where the G20 logo appeared in
saffron, green, white and blue
colors on the Shankaracha-
rya temple. Jammu's capital is
expected to host a series of
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Progressing J&K: PMKVY projects preserving,
reviving Namda Craft of Kashmlr

SRINAGAR: The Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY) 3.0 and its component;
Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) for upskilling of artisans
and weavers of Kashmir is tre-
mendously helping in preserv-
ing and revival of Namda craft
of Kashmir.

The Namda project will ben-
efit more than two thousand
persons of 30 Namda Clusters
from six districts of Kashmir
(Srinagar, Baramulla, Gander-
bal, Bandipora, Budgam and
Anantnag) and RPL initiative
targets to upskill around eleven
thousand artisans and weavers
of Jammu and Kashmir. Namda
craft is a rug made of sheep
wool through felting technique
instead of normal weaving pro-
cess.

Earlier the export of this

craft had declined and Central
Government through this spe-
cial project under PMKVY, of
Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship (MSDE)
has designed short-term train-
ing curriculum to preserve this

endangered craft.

The project is being imple-
mented in 25 batches in 3 cycles
of training. Each training pro-
gram is of approximately three
and half months, which

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4

Night temperature improves in Kashmir

SRINAGAR: Night tempera-
ture improved several notches
at most places due to an over-
cast sky in the Kashmir Valley
on Friday amid a Meteoro-
logical Department forecast of
dry weather to continue over
Jammu and Kashmir during
the next 24 hours, officials said.

However, there was no let
up in cold conditions that con-
tinued to prevail in the Valley
coupled with fog and haze on
Friday.

Srinagar, the summer capital
of Jammu and Kashmir, record-
ed a low of minus 0.2 degree Cel-
sius on Friday against minus
2.1 degrees Celsius the previous
night. The temperature was 0.7
degrees above normal during
this period of the season.

However, the day temperature
also plunged to a few notches
but was still 0.6 degrees above
normal against 11.4 degrees Cel-

T

sius recorded on Friday.

Thick fog coupled with haze
engulfed the Dal Lake, Boule-
vard road, Nishat, Shalimar and
other major parts of the city, dis-
rupting normal activities.

The night temperature
improved at Gulmarg in north
Kashmir and settled at minus
0.8 degrees Celsius on Friday
against minus 1.0 degree Celsius
recorded the previous night.

Pahalgam in south Kash-
mir continued to remain the

coldest place in the Kashmir
Valley. However the minimum
temperature showed a consid-
erable improvement due to
overcast sky and recorded a low
of minus 1.4 degree Celsius on
Friday against minus 3.8 degrees
recorded on Thursday.
Qazigund on the Srinagar-
Jammu national highway had a
low of minus 0.5 degree Celsius,
Kukernag 1.3 and Kupwara
recorded a low of minus 0.4
degree Celsius on Friday.

Fraud Cheque Case
CBK files challan
against father-
daughter duo in
Srinagar court

SRINAGAR: The Economic
Offence Wing of Crime Branch
Kashmir Friday produced
a challan in Srinagar court
against two accused persons in
a case related to fraud cheque.

According a statement issued
to the news agency, EOW pro-
duced challan in Case FIR
No. 10/2018 U/S 420, 467, 468,
471, 120-B RPC against Abdul
Rashid Bhat and his daughter
Rifat Rashid of Hari Singh High
Street Srinagar before the court
of 13th Finance Srinagar.

The statement reads the
instant case had been regis-
tered upon receipt of a written
complaint preferred by JK Bank
Branch Head, Hari Singh High
Street Srinagar, wherein it was
alleged that a forged cheque
presented before the concerned
bank officials and later on was
credited into the bank account
of the accused persons.

“Accordingly, the instant case
was registered in P/S Crime
Branch Kashmir now Econom-
ic Offence Wing, Crime Branch
Kashmir. During the course of
investigation, it has been estab-
lished that the accused persons
in league with each other suc-
ceeded fraudulently in trans-
ferring the cheque amount into
their personal accounts,” it
reads.

It added the evidence substan-
tiated commission of offence
U/S 420, 467, 468, 471, 120-B by
the accused persons and accord-
ingly challan was Produced
before the court of 13th Finance
Srinagar. kno
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Admin to go

JINEWS SERVICE
DODA, DECEMBER 02:

District Development
Commissioner Doda
Vishesh  Paul ~ Mahajan

today reviewed the per-
formance of PWD (R&B)
regarding the execution of
works taken up under
Capex Budget 2022:23,
NABARD, CRF and
Languishing Projects.
Chairing a meeting of key
officials of the department
held in the Conference Hall
of DC office, the DDC
directed the Engineers to
complete the formalities for
the construction of modern
Youth Innovation Centre at
Ghat. The Department shall
immediately get the pro-
posed project technically
vetted so that the required
funds can be obtained from
the government, he direct-
ed. The meeting was attend-
ed by SE(PWD), CPO Doda,
ACP Doda, ACD Doda, All
XENs of District, AEEs and
AEs of the departments.
The DDC asked SE and
Ex Ens to personally moni-
tor the quality of the work
on the ground. The meeting
decided to recommend non-
feasible works for foreclo-
sure and process the related
funds for reallocation. The

DDC directed the concerned
to ensure 75% physical and
financial completion of the
works under all schemes by
or Dbefore the end of
December.  Asking  the
department to complete
cement work before 31th of
December, the DDC also
discussed the bottlenecks
hampering the progress on
some of the roads and other
projects in detail. He direct-
ed the Ex Ens to take up the
matter with ADCs/ SDMs,
and other concerned officers
for early resolution of the

issues and timely comple-
tion of the works. The DDC
also enquired about the sta-
tus of each project in detail
with regard to tendering of
works, works allotted, esti-
mation of approved works,
start of works on the
ground, status of billing and
progress on non construc-
tion works.

The DDC directed all the
concerned controlling as
well executing agencies to
pace up the completion of
all ongoing works.

Further, the DDC directed

them to mobilise the staff to

clear pending  bills and
update the Account Books.

“The department shall
also ensure that no work is
held up or delayed beyond
its allotted time of comple-
tion by any contractor. And
take toughest decisions to
the extent of blacKlisting the
defaulter cont ractors,” he
directed. It was also decid-
ed thata contractor declared
defaulter by one agency
shall be defaulter for all the
executing agencies in the
district.

DC visits MC Shopian; takes partin
activities under Jan Abhiyan

JINEWS SERVICE

SHOPIAN, DECEMBER 02: The
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shopian,
Sachin Kumar Vaishya today visited
Municipal Council Complex Shopian
and took part in various activities
being undertaken under the flagship
Shehri Jan Abhiyan being held as a
prelude to the My Town My Pride’
programme.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC
said that the Shehri Jan Abhiyan has
been organized to spread awareness
among the people regarding various
government initiatives in place for the
welfare of the citizens, assess needs for
planned development of urban areas.

He said the aim of the program is to
increase interaction between the public
and government to ensure responsive
and transparent governance.

Vaishya said that all departments
have been directed to ensure vigorous
participation in the program and are
assigned tangible targets. He said the
performance of each department is
being evaluated and exhorted the

District Officers to ensure that the
assigned tasks are implemented on
ground in letter and spirit.

He said that every effort is being
made to ensure delivery of public wel-
fare services and the district adminis-
tration is committed to ensure 100 per-
cent coverage of eligible genuine bene-
ficiaries.

The DC said that inputs of the public
under the overall supervision of PRI
members and in consultation with the
departments will be the basis of formu-
lation of resource mobilization plans.

Vaishya said that he is closely moni-
toring the identification of youth for
setting up self-employment ventures
through various Govt. schemes. in
vogue. He assured the youth that a
hassle free mechanism is in place for
taking the benefits under MUMKIN,
PMEGP, etc and they should come for-
ward to set up self-employment ven-
tures.

He also directed officials to ensure
that awareness regarding these
schemes is held regularly to ensure

that any interested youth can avail the
opportunity.

Vaishya interacted with various offi-
cials and inspected the stalls setup by
ICDS, Revenue, Health, AYUSH,

Banks, Social Welfare, FCS&CA,
Cooperatives, Agriculture and
Horticulture, ~ Handicrafts ~ and

Handlooms, NRLM, Youth Services
and Sports and other departments. He
impressed upon the officials to ensure
that the public are briefed about the
schemes in place and how they can
leverage these for their welfare.

He also distributed land passbooks
among the beneficiaries.

Among others the programme was
attended by Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Yar Ali Khan;
Tehsildar Shopian, Executive Officer
Municipal Council Shopian, Secretary
MC, Councilors and concerned.

Later, the Joint Director, CSS,
PD&MD, Visiting Officer Shopian,
Mukhtar Ahmad Bazaz also inspected
the stalls and interacted with the vari-
ous officials.

Kupwara Administration conducts 2nd training

programme for Presiding, Polling Officers

JINEWS SERVICE

KUPWARA, DECEMBER 02: The
District Administration Kupwara
today conducted a second training
programme for Presiding and Polling
Officers for Re-poll of DDC
Constituency Drugmulla in Kupwara
district.

The Dy. District Election Officer
Kupwara presided over the training
programme. The Returning Officer for
DDC Constituency Drugmulla, ARO,
various Nodal Officers and DIO
Kupwara were present on the occa-
sion. The Master Trainers imparted the
necessary training related to smooth

conduct of election process at the occa-
sion. The Dy. DEO said that the train-
ing was imparted to 163 Officers
including 42 Presiding Officers, 84
Polling Officers and reserved quota to
acquaint them with the rules and regu-
lations of the election process and
implementation of Model Code of
Conduct.

He stressed upon them to work in
coordination to get best results for
smooth conduct of the election. On the
occasion, the Master Trainers provided
detailed awareness and guidelines to
the Presiding and Polling officers with
regard to their duties and responsibili-

ties during the election process.

It was informed on the occasion that
the polling shall be held on 5th of
December in the DDC constituency
Drugmulla from 7 AM to 2 PM. There
shall be 42 polling stations for which
sufficient  staff including  one
Returning  Officer, one ARO, 42
Presiding Officers, 84 Polling Officers,
2 Zonal Magistrates and 7 Sectoral
Magistrates has been detailed for
duties. The DDC constituency
Drugmulla comprises CD  block
Drugmulla and partly Kupwara and
partly Qadirabad. The total electorate
of the constituency is 32743.

My Town My Pride: President MC Ramban asks officers
to fully saturate beneficiary-oriented schemes

City Livelihood Plan discussed at Batote

JINEWS SERVICE
RAMBAN, DECEMBER 2:
Jan Abhiyan activities are
in full swing in all three
municipalities of district
Ramban as part of "My
Town My Pride’ phase-2
witnessing huge participa-
tion of people who are
coming to avail the bene-
fits of different public
services and schemes.

The Municipal
Committee Batote today
sensitized the people
about the City Livelihood

Plan at an awareness pro-
gramme attended by the

President MC Batote,
Ravinder Singh; Tehsildar,
Vijay ~ Sharma;  Naib

Tehsildar, Sanok Singh
and several other officers
of line departments.
Similarly, ~ Municipal
Committee Banihal organ-
ized a camp where officers
of line departments sensi-
tized the people about var-
ious developmental,
social, and job-oriented
schemes of their respective

sectors.
The ARTO Ramban also
sensitized the people

about Motor Vehicle Act
and road safety measures
besides  discussing  the
transport plan with the
ward members and other
prominent citizens.
Meanwhile, the District
Administration organised
an exhibition cum aware-
ness camp at Ramban
where DUDA, DIC, KVIB,
PMJAY-U, Agriculture,
Horticulture, Housing

Board, Social Welfare,
Labour and Employment
departments set up their
stalls to provide the bene-
fit of their schemes to
deserving people.
Speaking on the occa-
sion,  President ~MC
Ramban, Sunita Sumbria
asked the officers to put a
special focus on saturating
youth and beneficiary-ori-
ented oriented schemes
like Golden Card,
MUMKIN, PMAY-U, and
Tejaswini schemes.
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DC B'pora reviews preparations
for 'My Town My Pride’

JINEWS SERVICE
BANDIPORA, DECEMBER
02: In view of the forthcom-
ing second phase of ‘My
Town, My Pride, starting
from 5th December, the
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Dr.Owais
Ahmed on Friday chaired a
meeting to review the
arrangements put in place
for smooth and successful
conduct of the Urban
Outreach programme.

At the outset, the DC took
firsthand review of depart-
ment-wise arrangements
put in place and services
being made available to the
people during the course of
the ‘My Town, My Pride’
programme. Detailed dis-
cussions were also held on
various activities to be con-
ducted in all three
Municipal areas of the dis-

trict as per the specified and
given parameters.
Departments were
apprised  that  Visiting
Officers during their visit to
ULBs shall be interacting
with people and ULB repre-
sentatives, reviewing status
of works, public services,
implementation of schemes,
visiting govt. institutions,
besides taking part in vari-

ous activities.

The DC directed line
departments to make ample
preparations and ensure
provision of public services
to the people. He especially
laid stress on the conduct of
sports and cultural activi-
ties, disseminating massive
awareness on installed
stalls, providing self-
employment to 5 youth in

each ward, land passbook
distribution, and plantation
drives.

He directed the authori-
ties of ULBs of Bandipora,
Sumbal and Hajin to engage
and involve maximum peo-
ple in the programmes.

Dr Owais also sought
effective coordination
amongst departments and
representatives of ULBs to
make the programme action
oriented.

He stressed for saturation
of  deliverables  while
emphasizing upon all stake-
holders to conduct door to
door camps.

The meeting was attend-
ed by the Presidents of MC
Bandipora, Sumbal and
Hajin, Nodal officer
Coordination, JDP, CEO/
EOs of MCs and other dis-
trict and sectoral officers.

Dir ector Agricultur e reviews working scenario
of Agricultur e Law EnforcementAgency

JINEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, DECEMBER
02: The Director Agriculture
Kashmir, Chowdhury
Mohammad Igbal today
convened a meeting of law
enforcement officers of all
the districts of Kashmir divi-
sion to review the overall
working of the law enforce-
ment agency. Addressing
the meeting, the Director
said that the prime objective
of the law enforcement
wing of the department is to
ensure the availability of
quality insecticides, pesti-

cides and fertilizers to the

farmers through proper
sales outlets well in time. In
this direction every effort
must be put in place so that
the farmer’s interest could
be secured, he further
added. Director impressed
upon the officers of the law
enforcement agency to
remain in close coordination
at divisional and district lev-
els to maintain transparency
and accountability in the
system in addition to
smooth distribution of qual-
ity pesticides, fertilizers and

other inputs to the growers
and farmers. He asked the
officers to submit weekly
reports on demand, distri-
bution, seizures and other
activities.

Besides, he also impressed
them to strictly follow and
implement different provi-
sions of insecticides act 1968
and fertilizer control order
1985.

Igbal asked the officers to
initiate strict action accord-
ing to law against the retail-
ers if found selling fertiliz-
ers, pesticides without fol-

lowing the proper proce-
dure. He said any substan-
dard/spurious material if
found should be immediate-
ly seized and the warranted
action as per law against the
erring parties should be ini-
tiated.

He further said that any
dealer or retailer if found
guilty of violating different
provisions of insecticides act
1968 and fertilizer control
order 1985 his license
should be cancelled with
immediate effect.

Director exhorted upon
the enforcement officer to
carry out special inspection
drives across Kashmir to
ensure regulation of stan-
dard and genuine supplies
of insecticides, fertilizers to
the farming community.

Deputy Director Law
enforcement, Enforcement
officers of Kashmir division
and other concerned officers
were present in the meeting.

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 02:

Dr Suresh Kotwal, Asstt
Professor, Department of
C

The impl itation  of

Nanonal Rabies Control
programme (NRCP) and
Integrated Health
Information Portal (IDSP)
in districts of Ramban,
Doda and Kishtwar was
today reviewed at a meet-
ing  held in Community
Health Centre(CHC) Batote.

The Objective of the
meeting was to sensitize the
participants about
Prevention and control of
deaths due to Rabies in
humans and progressively
achieving the Global target
for “Rabies- Zero by 2030.”
The meeting was conducted
in the presence of Chief
Medical Officers of Doda
and Ramban. At the outset,

Medicine
Government Medical
College Doda, gave a

detailed presentation on
National Rabies Control
Programme and various
new initiatives being imple-
mented at health facilities
for providing post exposure
prophylaxis of Rabies.

A threadbare discussion
was  held  regarding
Provision of Anti Rabies
Vaccine and Anti Rabies
Serum to all animal bite vic-
tims up to PHC level
through National Free Drug
Initiative, capacity building
of health professionals
regarding Rabies post expo-

increasing awareness about
post exposure prophylaxis
among the general commu-
nity were also discussed. Dr
Prem Lata, Medical officer
Epidemiology, ~ informed
that 247 cases of dog bite
were registered in Doda,
123 in Ramban and 23 in
Kishtwar during the last
two years.

Dr Harjeet Rai, State
Surveillance Officer, IDSP,
Jammu and Shalini
Soodan, Divisional Data
Manager, IDSP, in their
PowerPoint  presentation
sensitized the participants
about the data updation
and its quality on
Integrated Health
Information Portal of their

. Different
regarding

sure prophylaxi
modalities

respective districts.
The Integrated Health

Information Platform is a
web-enabled near-real-time
electronic information sys-
tem that is embedded with
all applicable Government
of India's e-Governance
standards, and Information
Technology (IT) to provide
state-of-the-art single oper-
ating picture with geospa-
tial information for manag-
ing disease outbreaks and
related resources.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Dr Kamal Zadoo,
CMO Ramban, Dr M Y Mir,
CMO Doda, Dr Guljbeen
Ara, DHO Doda, Block
Medical Officers of District
Ramban, Doda  and
Kishtwar, Medical officers,
Anushika Gupta, Financial
Consultant, IDSP  and
Paramedical Staff.

DC B'pora inspects work progress on Transit
Accommodation at Odina Sumbal

Di
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BANDIPORA, DECEM-
BER 02 The Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Bandipora, Dr Owais
Ahmad on Friday visited
Odina, Sumbal to inspect
the ongoing works on the
Transit Accommodation.
During his visit to the
Transit Accommodation
site, the DC assessed the
progress on ongoing works
there. SDM Sumbal and
concerned engineers from
executing  departments

briefed the DC about

progress of work on the
project. Officers at Transit

cts for completion of works withii

work on other blocks is in
full swing and shall be

cc ion informed

comp within the set

that transit accommodation
is coming up at the cost of
Rs 57.60 crores comprising
480 flats in 30 blocks.

They said each block is
four-storied with four flats
in each storey, totaling 16
flats in each block.

The concerned executing
department informed that
06 flats are near completion
and will be ready to use by
the end of this month. It
was further apprised that

deadlines.

Dr. Owais exhorted upon
the executing agencies to
expedite the progress of
work by way of engaging
more men and machinery
so that work gets complet-
ed well before stipulated
time frame without com-
promising the quality of
work.

He also directed for early
construction of approach
road and boundary wall

set timelines

besides making immediate
availability of drinking
water and electricity facili-
ty for 6 completed blocks.

He instructed SDM
Sumbal to monitor the exe-
cution of work regularly
and ensure quality and
timely ~ completion  of
works.

The DC was accompa-
nied by SDM Sumbal Dr.
Bashir Ahmad Lone,
Tehsildar, DIO and officers
from PDD, R&B, Jal Shakti
and  other  concerned
departments.
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GCW Udampur observesWorld Aids Day pgster Exhibition or
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UDHAMPUR, DEC 02: To observe
World AIDS Day-2022, different activi-
ties on the theme, “Equalise: Achieving
Equity to end HIV/AIDS” were organ-
ised by Red Ribbon Club (RRC) of
Government  College of Women
Udhampur in collaboration with J&K
AIDS Control Society and Higher
Education Department J&KUT here
today.

Principal of the College, Dr. Monika
Sharma was the chief guest on the
occasion. She lauded the efforts of RRC
for organizing different events to gen-
erate awareness among the youth as
well as society regarding HIV/AIDS.
She further added how this acquired
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS)
is a life-threatening condition caused
by the human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV). She spoke in detail about the
involvement of Government, health
officials, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and individuals around the
world in observing this day, often with
education on AIDS prevention and
control.

Earlier Dr. Kewal Kumar, Convener
Red Ribbon Club presented his
Welcome address, in which he
informed the audience about this
year's theme for World AIDS Day
which is “Equalise: Achieving Equity
to End HIV/AIDS.” He explained how
it encourages people to unite globally

testing, prevention, and access to HIV
care. He also informed the audience
that on this day, various awareness
campaigns and activities that promote
disease awareness, are conducted by
several organisations across the world.

In the morning session, a poster
making competition was held in which
about 29 students participated and
made beautiful and message oriented
posters on the given theme. The
posters clearly and magnificently
depicted the causes, prevention and
control measures of AIDS, thus send-
ing an awareness message among the
students and other participants of this
event Dr. Sanjeet Kour, HOD Zoology,
Prof. Ashni Devi, HOD Botany and
Prof Sumita Rao, Assistant Professor of
Zoology were the jury members.

On the basis of judgment of jury
members, Miss Anita Devi of Sem-V,
Miss Sukanya Sharma of Sem- Sem-V
were judged 1st and 2nd besides Miss
Kiran Sharma of Sem - III & Neena
Devi of Sem-V shared 3rd position
respectively.

In the afternoon session, an extem-
pore competition was conducted
where students are allowed to speak
on HIV/AIDS voluntarily for one-two
minutes without any pre-preparation.
Miss Anita Devi of Sem-V who begged
1st position in Poster Making also won
the extempore competition. After that
Prof. Sumita Rao delivered a mind-
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effects, structure of HIV Virus, its
transmission etc. by showing the dif-
ferent animation videos. She also
briefed the students about various
treatments for HIV/AIDS available
globally. Besides, she also discussed
various stigma associated with AIDS
and assured the students that although
the disease is not curable, an
HIV/AIDS patient can live a happy
and healthy life like others by follow-
ing certain regimes and supports.

Meanwhile a documentary movie
was also screened to raise awareness
on HIV/AIDS among the students.
The Winners and participants of Poster
Competition and Extempore comple-
tion were awarded with mementos
and certificates by the dignitaries.

The proceedings of the programme
were conducted by Radhika Sharma a
student of Sem-V while the formal vote
of thanks was presented by Dr. Yash
Paul, HoD History. Refreshments were
also distributed among the partici-
pants. About 115 students participated
in the event.

Besides, the event was graced by the
presence of Dr. Shaveta Sharma,
Assistant Prof. of Political Science,
Tania Akhter, Assistant Prof. of
English, Rukhsana Kousar, Assistant
Prof. of Education, Tania Mahajan,
Assistant Prof. of Zoology, Rajinder
Singh, Assistant Professor of Punjabi,
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Assistant Prof. of
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JAMMU, DECEMBER 02: Students of
Indian Institute of Management (IIM)
Jammu today organised a poster exhi-
bition showcasing their creativity,
skills, and talents as a part of their
Business Communication course.

The objective of the event was to
facilitate a learner dialogue with the
TIM Jammu academic fraternity on var-
ious dimensions of communication
and language, and also enabling cre-
ativity in student assessment practices.
The activity was executed by the stu-
dents of the IPM 02 batch under the
guidance of Dr. Apurva, Co-
Chairperson Student Affairs, [IM
Jammu. The event was graced by
Professor B.S. Sahay, Director of 1M
Jammu, faculty members, officers,
staff, and students at the Institute.
Present on the occasion was Prof. Jabir
Ali, Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Dr.
Ateeque Shaikh, Chairperson, IPM,
Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran, Chief
Administrative Officer, and Rajat Jain,

Financial Advisor and Chief Accounts
Officer, ITM Jammu.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. B.S.
Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu said, “IIM
Jammu is always committed to the
growth and overall development of
students. The students have show-
cased some unique and innovative
concepts in poster exhibiti
their creative adaptations. We at IIM
Jammu have always believed in pro-
viding a platform for our students to
represent the best of their ideas and
creativity and this poster exhibition is
indeed an initiative in that direction.”

Ten groups presented ten different
topics as a part of their Business

Communication  curriculum.  The
Group “MERAKI” presented on the
topic ‘Communication and the
Importance  of  Language in
Communication’, ~ conveying  the

process of effective communication
and how language plays a major role
in the process of communication
between different individuals. The
Group “MAVERICKS” presented on

ganised at IIM Jammu

the topic ‘Physiology of Reading’
explaining the process of reading with
the help of fun activities such as ‘Spot
the difference’ in their poster. The
Group “THE WALNUTS” exhibited
the topic ‘Language and Brain-
Lateralization and Localization’ illus-
trating how the brain is divided into
two parts and how each part function-
alism in a specialized way. The Group
“THE SURVEY CORP " presented the
topic ‘Tabular Rasa vs. LAD’ depicting
the different ways by which humans
acquire languages with the help of rel-
evant examples. The  Group
“PHOENIX” presented on the topic
‘Evolution of Language’ in which the
group explained how language
evolved along with the evolution of
humans.

The Group “PERKY PROFESSION-
AL” creatively exhibited their topic
“Nature vs. Nurture’ where the group
illustrated the impact of Nature and
Nurture on the linguistic development
of human beings. The Group “HAR-
VEY” exhibited on the topic ‘Language

JMC hosting PadYatra on Dec 9 to ppmote
PM's call for Corruption Fr ee India

Mayor discusses modalities with CClJ, seeks cooperation for success of campaign

to eliminate

the disparities and
inequities that create barriers to HIV

Online auction of kiosks at rail head complex

storming lecture on HIV/AIDS. She
explained in detail about the causes,

Music, Yash Kumar, Assistant Prof. of
Music and large number of students.

by JDAis a big scam: Neeraj Dewan
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JAMMU, DEC 02: Neeraj
Dewan Senior Leader BJP
imposed allegation on
JDA of hidden collusion
for allotment of kiosks at
Rail Head Complex
Jammu. Through a press
conference held at his

ADDC reviews piogress of Developmental works

Rail  Head
Complex Jammu he raised
afigure at the latest way of
online auction by the JDA.
He said that JDA has fixed
a high amount of minimal
bid and after that in last
few minutes the people
failed to file their bid as

office at

JDA has closed the bid one
or two minutes before that
bid. The biding amount
was so high. It seems JDA
was not interested in facil-
itating the people who are
really in need of that, but
they just want the people
to get them at higher rate

50 as to make a profit for
the department. Many
people who want to file a
bid failed to do so. JDA
has made it a custom to fix
the lowest bid at higher
rate so as to avoid the
unemployed youth or in a
way prevent them to file
the bid. He said that it is a
big scam and needs proper
investigation.

He urged to Hon'ble Lt.
Governor to personally
take the matter in his hand
and direct the authorities
to take appropriate meas-
ures so as to give relief to
the common man and
unemployed youths. He
was accompanied by Sh
R.K Gupta BJP Leader and
Jeet Raj Kalsi Sr BJP
Leader.

JINEWS SERVICE dents from different schools,
JAMMU, DECEMBER 02: colleges, universities, a
Jammu Municipal —number of Trade organiza-
Corporation is going to tions, Chamber of

Pad Yatra Commerce and several

organize a
(Tramp) on December 9 at
10:30 AM to promote the
Call given by  Prime
Minister of India, Sh.
Narinder Modi from Red
Forton August 15th regard-
ing Corruption Free India.
In this historical Pad Yatra
called by Mayor Jammu
under the banner of Jammu
Municipal Corporation, stu-

social organizations will
participate .

In this regard, the Mayor,
Jammu today chaired a
meeting with delegates of
the Chamber of Commerce
and other trade organiza-
tions.

The Chamber President,
Arun Gupta assured full
cooperation to the Mayor,

Jammu and assured the
presence of all traders’
Associations in this event.

The Mayor also briefed
that the Pad Yatra will start
from Parade Jammu and
would move through differ-
ent bazaars and shall culmi-
nate at Maharaja Hari Singh
Ji Park.

The Mayor convened
another meeting under the
guidance of Mayor, Jammu
regarding tourism depart-
ment schemes and initia-
tives for promoting tourism

in Jammu city.

The Officers of tourism
department briefed the busi-
ness fraternity of Jammu
city  regarding
schemes initiated by the
tourism department to boost
tourism Industry in Jammu.

The Mayor also suggest-
ed many heritage spots and
temples of Jammu city
which have a great potential
to attract tourists. The
Mayor also directed the
tourism department to take
necessary steps to make

various

Progress of RDD works executed undeDistrict
Capex Budget eviewed in Kishtwar

Stress laid on optimum utilization of funds, timeline completion of projects
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KISHTWAR, DECEMBER
02:  Additional  District
Development
Commissioner ~ Kishtwar,
Sham Lal today chaired a
meeting of the Rural
Development Functionaries
to review the progress of
Rural Development
Department works execut-
ed under the District Capex
Budget 2022-23 here at con-

ference Hall DC Office com-
plex.

Assistant Commissioner
Development (ACD) Atul
Dutt  Sharma;  District
Panchayat Officer Kishtwar
Sunil Bhutyal;All the Block
Development Officers,
ExEn REW Bashir Ahmed,
besides AEEs,AEs attended
the meeting.

The ADDC Kishtwar
took a detailed review of

Block  wise  progress
achieved under different
works  being  executed

under the District Capex
Budget 2022-2023 in the
RDD sector.

During the meeting,
ADDC Kishtwar stressed to
mobilise the resources at the
work site so that the work is
completed by the end of
December 2022, keeping in
view of the unfavourable

weather conditions ahead.

He instructed the BDOs
to expedite expenditure and
ensure cent percent utilisa-
tion of funds besides stick-
ing to the quality of works.

The BDOs were further
directed to submit the list of
completed works to ExEn
REW and EXEN REW
should prepare bills for the
treasures by 10th December
2022.

under District Capex at Udhampur
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UDHAMPUR, DEC 02: Additional
District Development Commissioner
Udhampur today reviewed the status
and progress achieved in respect of the
District Capex Works and expenditure
incurred till date here at a meeting held
on the directions of Deputy
Commissioner, Krittika Jyotsna.

The meeting was attended by
Nodal Officers i.e. Programme Officer,
ICDS Projects, Assistant
Commissioner Development, General
Manager DIC, Assistant Director FCS
&CA along with District Treasury
Officer , Executive Engineer REW

|1&C Depar tment hosts Sensitisation

Udhampur, representative of Chief
Planning Officer Udhampur and all
the Block Development Officers of
District Udhampur.

At the outset, Assistant
Commissioner Development, Ranjeet
Kotwal  briefed the house about
implementation of District Capex and
other Schemes being executed by the
Rural Development Department in the
District. Threadbare discussions were
held on various aspects and bottle-
necks being faced by the Block
Development Officers with regard to
impl i of develop 1
works viz-a-viz District Capex, UT

Capex (CD & Panchayat) and other
Centrally Sponsored Schemes includ-
ing construction of Amrit Sarovar,
Soak Pits/ Composed Pits, NGT
Ponds/ Swachh Bharat Mission
(Grameen) etc were discussed in detail
. The ADDC directed the BDOs to
ensure 100% door-to-door waste col-
lection and fast track execution of
works and utilization of 100% avail-
able funds by the third week of
December, 2022. District Treasury
Officer was asked to issue instructions
to the Sub-Treasuries not to delay the
Bills for drawl without any solid rea-
son.

program on MSME initiatives

JI NEWS SERVICE G. Velladuria, Joint products/services, linked
JAMMU, DECEMBER 02: A Director of MSME  together by common physi-
sensitisation programme on  Development & Facilitation ~ cal infrastructure facilities.
various  initiatives by Office, Govt. Of India, He elaborated that the

MSME including revised
Guidelines of Micro &
Small Enterprises Cluster
Development Programme
(MSE-CDP) was organised
today at Udyog Bhawan,
Rail  Head  Complex
Jammu,.

Anoo Malhotra, Director
General  Industries &
Commerce, Jammu wel-
comed the participants and
appreciated the initiatives
of MSME-DI Jammu in
helping the MSMEs of J&K.
She also thanked MSME-DI
Jammu for getting special
relaxation in land require-
ment norms for establish-
ment of a Tool Room in
J&K.

Industrial Estate Digiana
Jammu gave a detailed
presentation on  revised
MSE-CDP guidelines. He
exhorted  the  General
Managers, District
Industries  Centres  of
Jammu Division, to come
up with new proposals so
that MSMEs in Jammu are
benefited. He noted that
there was a lot of potential
for cluster development in
J&K, which is still at a nas-
cent stage in J&K.

He described a cluster as
a group of enterprises locat-
ed within a contiguous area
or a value chain producing
same/ similar
products/complementary

objective of the scheme is to
support the sustainability
and growth of MSEs by
addressing common issues
such as improvement of
technology, skills and quali-
ty, market access, access to
capital and it can help build
capacity of MSEs for com-
mon  supportive action
through formation of self
help groups, consortia and
upgradation of associations.
He explained that creation
/upgradation of infrastruc-
tural facilities and common
facility centres for testing,
training centre, raw materi-
al depot, effluent treatment,
complementing production
processes, in the new/ exist-

ing industrial areas/ clus-
ters of MSEs are also cov-
ered under MSE-CDP.

He apprised that various
projects have been
approved viz. Up-gradation
of Industrial Estate at
Lassipura, Up-gradation of
Industrial Estate at Battal
Ballian Udhampur in addi-
tion to setting up of the
Technology ~ Centre  at
Industrial Growth Centre,
Samba among others.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officers of the
Directorate of Industries &
Commerce Department
including Joint Director of
Industries & Commerce
Jammu, General Managers
of various DICs along with
Functional Managers /
Project Managers of their
Districts.

Dr Sehrish reviews functioning of RDD Baramulla

Stresses on 100% Saturation in Flagship schemes, timely execution & completion of Development Works
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BARAMULLA, DEC 02: To take a com-
prehensive and sector wise review of
the progress achieved by Rural
Development  Department (RDD)
Baramulla, the District Development
Commissioner (DDC) Baramulla, Dr
Syed Sehrish Asgar today conveyed a
meeting of the concerned functionaries
at Dak Bungalow, here.

On the occasion,
Commissioner P
Baramulla appraised the chair regard-
ing the estimation, tendering and allot-
ment, status of all works including
DDC/ BDC/PRI grants.

The meeting also discussed detailed
proposals under the District Capex
Plan, 2021-22 including physical status
of projects targeted for completion in
the current fiscal and took a compre-
hensive review on the progress of
developmental projects undertaken by
various departments.

the Assistant
Devel

After taking a comprehensive
review, the DC said that district
administration is committed to ensure
all development projects/works are
completed within a set timeline. She
stressed on the concerned officers/ offi-
cials to take all possible measures to
accelerate the pace of the ongoing
works for their time-bound completion
and directed for regular monitoring of
works. Dr Sehrish also directed con-
cerned officers to complete the paper-

work of pending works at earliest and
also asked them to expedite under exe-
cution works to meet the target. She
also exhorted upon the officers to
achieve 100% saturation in all flagship
schemes.

The meeting was attended by Joint
Director Planning M Yousuf Rather,
ACD Baramulla, Gulzar Ahmad Khan,
Executive Engineer, REW Baramulla,
BDOs besides other concerned func-
tionaries.

DDC Rajouri reviews progress of JPDCL
projects, calls for timeline completion
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RAJOURI, DEC 02: Vikas Kundal, District Development Commissioner Rajouri,
today reviewed the progress of JPDCL projects here in a meeting of the con-
cerned officers. During the meeting, the DDC took a comprehensive review of
physical and financial progress of JPDCL projects under the District Capex budg-
et, B2V and SSY. The concerned officer briefed the meeting about the to date sta-

tus of the same.

DC Ganderbal chairs 2nd DLTFC meet

Selects 14 candidates for self-employment under JKREGP
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GANDERBAL, DEC 02: The Deputy
Commissioner  (DC)  Ganderbal,
Shyambir today chaired the second
meeting of District Level Task Force
Committee (DLTFC) in which 21 cases
for sanctioning of self-employment
under Jammu and Kashmir Rural
Employment Generation Programme
(JKREGP) were recommended.

At the outset, the committee interact-
ed with aspiring entrepreneurs and
apprised them about prospects, suc-
cessful set up and operation of their
ventures under the JKREGP.

After discussing the pros and cons of
all cases putup in the meeting, the
committee selected 14 cases out of 21
recommended cases and it was unani-
mously decided that the approved
cases shall be forwarded to concerned
bank branches for timely disburse-
ment.

The DC while interacting with the
beneficiaries advised them to focus on
their work and ensure they become
successful entrepreneurs and create
avenues of employment for not only
themselves but also for others.

The DC urged upon DLTFC mem-

bers to highlight the beneficial advan-
tages of JKREGP scheme in eradicating
unemployment issues in the district,
besides ensure participation and
involvement of all unemployed youth
from grassroots level.

Among others, the meeting was
attended by Additional District
Development Commis-sioner
Ganderbal, Mushtaq Ahmad Simnani,

Lead Bank Manager Ganderbal,
Principal  ITI,  Director ~ RSETI
Ganderbal, Cluster Head J&K Bank
Ganderbal, District Coordinator KVIB
and other members.
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Workshop-cum-Buyer Seller Meet organised in Aizawl to
promote organic agricultural products of Mizoram and NER

NEW DELHI: As a part of
its strategy to give a boost
to the export of organic
agricultural products of
Mizoram and North East-
ern Region (NER),Centre
through Agricultural and
Processed Food Export
Development Authority
(APEDA) organized Work-
shop-cum-Buyer Seller Meet
(BSM) at Mizoram Univer-
sity in Aizawl.

After the BSM, a consign-
ment of Hatkora (local vari-
ety of citrus) sourced from
farmers of Mamit district
of Mizoram was exported
to London and another con-
signment of Hatkora is being
exported to Bangladesh.

APEDA, which is the apex
agricultural products export
promotion organization
under the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry, Gov-
ernment of India, organized
the buyer seller meet in
association with Ministries
of Agriculture, Commerce &
Industries, Govt of Mizoram
and North Eastern Regional
Agricultural Marketing Cor-
poration Ltd (NERAMAC).

The BSM was organized
to promote the exports of the
potential agri-horti products
from Mizoram and provide

market linkage to farmers,
Farmer Producer Organisa-
tions (FPOs), Farmer Pro-
ducer Companies from the
north-eastern state.

The potential crops for the
export from Mizoram are
pineapple, hatkora (citrus),
dragon fruit, oranges, pas-
sion fruit, squash, anthur-
ium flower, Mizo Ginger,
Mizo chilli and grape wine.

Seventeen exporters and
58 FPOs participated in
the BSM while 14 exhibi-
tors representing the state
government, coffee board,
spices board, NABARD and
NERAMAC attended the
meet.

The exclusive BSM pro-
vided an opportunity to the
producers and processors
of Mizoram to showcase
their products and promote
the exports as well as their
wholesale and retail sales.

The workshop-cum-buyer
seller meet was inaugurat-
ed by Hon'ble Agriculture
Minister Pu C Lalrinsanga
of Mizoram.

With the intervention
of APEDA, there is a tre-
mendous increase in the
export of agricultural pro-
duce from NE states like
Sikkim, Assam, Nagaland,

Manipur, Mizoram, Tri-
pura, Arunachal Pradesh
and Meghalaya. NE region
witnessed an 85.34 percent
growth in the export of agri-
cultural products in the last
six years as it increased
from USD 2.52 million in
2016-17 to USD 17.2 million
in 2021-22.

The major destination of
export has been Bangladesh,
Bhutan, the Middle East, the
UK and Europe.

To provide potential
market linkages, APEDA
organised field visits of
importers to have first hand
information about the quali-
tative cultivation practices
being followed by farmers by
inviting the importers from
the neighbouring countries,
the Middle East, far Eastern
countries, European nations
and Australia, etc. The field
visits were carried out in all
eight states of NER.

APEDA, in association
with the Department of
Commerce and Industry,
Government of Assam,
organised an export pro-
motion conference-cum-
buyer seller meet at Aizawl,
Mizoram in March 2021.

Besides, APEDA orga-
nized international buyer

seller meet (BSM) in Guwa-
hati, Assam on March 10,
2022 wherein exhibitors
from across the state dis-
played a wide range of agri-
horti products, including
GI products such as fresh
fruits, vegetables, processed
food products, black rice,
red rice, joha rice, spices,
tea, coffee, honey, processed
meat, spices & organic prod-
ucts. Importers from Sri
Lanka, Dubai, Bangladesh,
Oman, Netherlands, Sin-
gapore and Greece partici-
pated along with exporters
from NER and other states.

A national buyer-seller
meet was organized by
APEDA in Guwahati on
June 24, 2022, to promote the
export of organic products
grown in Assam. APEDA
also signed an MoU with
Assam Agriculture Univer-
sity, Jorhat to conduct vari-
ous training programmes on
pre-harvest and post-harvest
management and other
research activities for the
promotion of export from
the region.

Even during the Covid-19
period, APEDA continued
to push its export plans
through Virtual Buyer
Seller Meet in association

with the Embassy of India
located in different coun-
tries with exporters and
FPOs/FPCs from NER
regarding the sourcing of
pineapple, ginger, lemon,
orange, etc. APEDA also
organised Virtual Trade
Fairs during the pandemic
and facilitated the export to
foreign countries.

APEDA has also planned
to undertake several other
projects like capacity build-
ing of 80 budding entrepre-
neurs and exporters from
the region, the Farmer Pro-
ducer Organizations (FPOs)
and Farmer Producer Com-
panies (FPCs) and the state
govt. officials, organize skill
development and training
in food processing, value
addition on horticultural
produce, etc. APEDA also
extended its support to
NER to undertake brand-
ing and promotion of North
East products such as KIWI
Wine, processed foods, car-
rying out a wet sampling
of Joha Rice Pulao, Black
Rice kheer, etc. As a part of
capacity building, APEDA
organised skill development
programmes for manufac-
turers, exporters and entre-
preneurs to utilise the local

produce for value addition
and export. Training pro-
grammes are being held in
different states of the North-
east in association with the
Central Food Technology
Research Institute, Mysore
(CFTRI) and Indian Institute
of Food Processing Technol-
ogy (IIFPT), for five days.

APEDA, in association
with the Industries and
Commerce Department,
Govt of Assam, organised
an Export Conclave on Feb-
ruary 19, 2021, in Guwahati.

With the APEDA’s inter-
vention, Tripura’s Jack fruit
was exported to London,
and Nagaland’s King Chilli
to London through a local
exporter for the first time.
Also, Assam’s local fruit
called Leteku (Burmese
Grape) was exported to
Dubai and Assam’s Betel
leaves have been regularly
exported to London.

APEDA under its Agri-
cultural Export Policy is
encouraging states to har-
ness the potential of Agri
produce exports. APEDA
aims to create a platform
for the buyers to get the
products directly from the
producer group and the pro-
cessors.

EClI felicitates Indian Deaf Cricket team
‘T20 Champions Trophy winners’

NEW DELHI: On the eve
of the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities,
the Election Commission
of India, felicitated the
Indian Deaf Cricket Team,
today at Nirvachan Sadan.
Welcoming the team, CEC
Shri Rajiv Kumar said
that the Election Commis-
sion salutes the resilience
and tenacity demonstrated
by the players. The team
has brought laurels to the
country by winning the T20
Champions Trophy held in
UAE by Deaf International
Cricket Council. Sh Kumar
said it’s important to accord
due publicity and visibil-
ity to the winners. ECI will
explore the possibility of
sponsoring a match of the
Indian Deaf Cricket Associa-
tion team with mainstream
cricket teams.

The Commission also
organised a sensitization
training workshop for offi-
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cers of the Commission on
‘Diversity and Inclusion’
by Padma Shri awardee Dr.
Niru Kumar, ECI National
Icon to mark the Interna-
tional Day of PwDs.

Speaking on the occasion
Sh Kumar said that ECI is
committed to mainstream
and deeply embed the con-
cept and practice of acces-
sibility in ensuring a new
normal of enabling environ-
ment in the entire election
process ecosystem from reg-
istration to voting.

Kumar elaborated that
with administrative and
technological innovations

thus making them Saksham.
The App can be downloaded
from Google Play Store and
Apple store.

ECI has been implement-
ing several measures to
ensure i facilita-

Sexual harassment of girl
student by SKUAST official spurs
protest at Wadura campus

SOPORE: Students of Sher-
e-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST),
‘Wadura in Sopore on Friday
evening staged a protest
against the alleged sexual
harassment of a girl student
by a varisty official.
Eyewitnesses told the
news agency that students
gathered in SKUAST prem-
ises and staged a protest
against the administration
and demanded stern action
against the accused.
Chanting slogans against
the college authorities and
the accused official, students
said it was not the first time

acomplaint was filed against
the accused coordinator.
They alleged many incidents
were not reported because of
pressure from the authori-
ties.

Authorities at SKUAST
told KNO that a girl student
(name withheld) on Thurs-
day had complained against
a RAWE programme coordi-
nator of molesting her.

“An enquiry has been
initiated into a very serious
complaint of sexual harass-
ment against the said coor-
dinator filed by girl student,”
said Dean SKUAST Rehana
Habib Kanth.

"As of now, the said coor-

dinator has been suspended
and further investigations
in this regard is underway,"
she added.

A police official said that
the family of the girl has
lodged a complaint against
the coordinator and they
have filed a case and the
accused will be behind bars.

He said that further inves-
tigations are going on. Per-
tinently, earlier this week,
a girl student in Sopore's
Degree college had accused a
college professor of sexually
harassing her after which a
panel to probe the allegation
was constituted. The inquiry
is pending in the case. KNO

tion at the polling stations,
making them conducive for
Persons with Disabilities
to cast their vote without
any hassles. Notified check-
list for provisions such as
polling stations on ground
floor, standardised ramps,
wheelchairs, volunteers,
EVM with braille and ballot
paper, braille EPIC, acces-
sible toilets, tactile signage,

ECI has P a one
stop solution in the form of
an APP - Saksham App - for
enabling and facilitating the
PwDs from enrolment to poll
day facilities. The PwD elec-
tors can avail various ser-
vices provided by the ECI
enabling their participa-
tion in the election process,

G

sign interpreters
and pick up drop facility
are made available in poll-
ing stations. The Commis-
sion has also provided the
option of postal ballot facil-
ity to PwDs with 40% bench-
marked disability to vote
from the comfort of their
homes.

In J&K, many Pvt Schools override
Government prescribe textbooks

SRINAGAR: In Jammu
and Kashmir, many pri-
vate schools ‘override’ the
government prescribed
textbooks—thus bringing a
non-uniformity in the cur-
riculum being taught in the
schools.

The news agency has
leant that Joint Secretary,
Publication and Procure-
ment for JKBOSE has said,
“It has been observed that
‘many private schools do not
prescribe the textbooks pub-

lished by JKBOSE especially
for Elementary and Middle
classes.”

“Instead these Private
Schools prescribe textbooks
from some private publish-
ers which are sold to the stu-
dents at exorbitant rates,”
the officer said.

In an official communi-
que, Secretary further said,
“The practice of prescrib-
ing textbooks from differ-
ent private publishers by
different private schools

results in non-uniformity
in the curriculum being
taught in schools across the
Jammu and Kashmir which
is a highly undesirable situ-
ation.”

The officer further said
that in recent past some
controversial content was
observed in some textbooks
of private publishers pre-
scribed by various Private
Schools, which has been
viewed seriously by the gov-
ernment.

CS bats for...

Dullo made a detailed presentation on envisioning
robust growth in agriculture and allied sectors in the Union
Territory of J&K.

The meeting held a threadbare discussion over the list of
projects cleared by Apex Committee.

The meeting discussed development of seed and seed
multiplication chain in PPP, promotion of niche crops in
J&K, farm mechanization and automation in detail while
deliberating over interventions, output, and outcome in
particular sector.

Besides, the meeting held discussion on other projects
already cleared by the apex committee for implementation
in the UT.

‘While summing up the discussion, it was informed that
with the infusion of Rs 5013 crore, the compound annual
growth rate (CAGR) is projected to increase from Rs 37559
Crore/year (2.02%) to 65701 Crore/year at 11.08%.

It was given out that livelihood would be secured for 13
lakh farm families with additional SDGP of R 28,142 cr/year.
Similarly, 18,861 additional enterprises would be created to
generate additional 2.88 lakh jobs and skill development for
over 2.5 lakh persons to be trained in agri-skills.

AC approves...

& Market Committee (APMC) Act, 1997 ceased to exist
after the operation of J&K State Reorganization Act- 2019.

Director, Horticulture (Planning and Marketing), is allowed
to recognize the licenses issued by the outside APMCs as
valid licenses for doing trade on e-Nam portal on mutual
understanding basis with other States/UTs.

Police busts...

“From their possession two toy guns, a toy Pistol, two
cutters, five mobile phones and five masks were recovered.
The vehicle used in commissioning of crime has also been
seized,” the statement said.

Police said further investigation into the matter is in
progress.

Div Com holds...

JDA officers to streamline the renewal mechanism to
renew the leases so that business community/ public do
not face any inconvenience.

The CCI representatives also demanded that the ongoing
work of pathways be avoided on the narrow roads, market
areas. The Div Com asked CCI to make a list of such roads
and share with JSCL for any amendments.

The Div Com gave a patient hearing to all issues high-
lighted by the CCI representatives and issued on the spot
directions to the concerned departments for resolving the
same. He assured the Jammu Chamber that all the genuine
issues would be looked into for their timely redressal.

This Board will manage and regulate the Man-
dies in J&K and will remove the operational difficulties
faced due to non-existing of statutory mechanism as on
date. The Board will be headed by the ACS, APD and will
have representatives of Mandies and Food Associations as
Members as also other official members.

In terms of the new mechanism, Director Horticulture
Planning and Marketing, J&K to declare any CA Store, Cold
Store, Ware House with above 3 ton capacity and coopera-
tives/FPOs/SHGs, Store centers as sub-yards of Mandies for
purpose of doing trade on e-Nam platforms and for making
e-payments on the e-Nam Portal.

Director, Horticulture (Planning and Marketing), J&K
will be the sole Authority to issue unified licenses for carry-
ing out trade in any Mandi in the UT of J&K. It has a provi-
sion to allow outside J&K traders to do trade on the e-Nam
with the growers and traders of J&K. For this purpose, the

The Depar alsor to the issues and queries
projected by the business community.

The Div Com asked the officers of JDA, State Taxes and
Industries to hold a meeting with the Chamber of Commerce
and resolve issues pertaining to their departments.

Responding to the demand of the Toilet Complex in Hari
Market, the Div Com asked Commissioner JMC to look into
the matter and meet the demand.

UNESCO world...

(G20 meetings in 2023.

The world-famous Taj Mahal in Agra, however, will not
be illuminated in order not to damage the surface of the
monument, but G20 logos could be featured close to the
complex.

According to Indian officials, the G20 presidency gives
India a unique opportunity to set its agenda for the world
challenging climate changes, impact of a pandemic, eco-
nomic crises, countering terrorism, shaping a new para-
digm of "one-ness", confronting geopolitical barriers and
coordinating all the diplomatic activity.

The illumination will last for seven days until December
7, inviting citizens to take selfies and post them on the
MyGov website.

Progressing J&K...

results in the cycles being completed in approximately
14 - 16 months.

The Namda project will be an industry-based training
program with beneficiaries involved in Namda Crafts
Production who will contribute towards preserving and
reviving the rich heritage associated with Namda craft in
Kashmir.

This will also improve the access of existing artisans of
Namda crafts cluster in Kashmir and will improve their
prospects of employability. The objective of these proj-
ects is to boost and preserve the traditional Namda craft
of Kashmir and upskill the local weavers and artisans to
enhance their productivity through RPL assessment and
certification.

The vision of the central Government is to revive and
promote traditional and heritage skills and to give artisans
support to make them economically sustainable.

Government is also offering artisans exposure to the
international markets so that the world becomes aware of
vibrant culture of Kashmir. The project was launched after
artisans of J&K sought support to boost the local econo-
my through customised skill training programmes. This
prompted the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepre-
neurship to come up with this programme in a bid to meet
the economic aspirations of the local youth and take them
on the path of development.

The programme will also focus on skilling, upskilling
and reskilling of local youth to create a ladder of career
progression and make them strong pillars of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Central Government is also facilitating the increasing
export and making artisans financially independent by
boosting the traditional art and is working with a laser focus
towards J&K’s development.

JINDRAH IMAGES

Minor among 4 of family injured in
LPG cylinder blast in Srinagar

SRINAGAR: A minor boy among four members of a family
suffered burn injuries after an LPG cylinder exploded in
Aloochibagh area of Srinagar on Friday evening.

Official sources told the news agency that soon after the
incident all the injured were rushed to SMHS hospital for
treatment.

He, however, added their condition was said to be stable.

The injured have been identified as Aijaz Ahmad son
of Nazir Ahmad Rather, Sahmeema wife of Nazir Ahmad
Rather, Zainab Rather (10) daughter of Zahid Ahmad and
Zuhaib Rather (07) son of Zahid Ahmad Rather.

Meanwhile, police have taken cognisance of the incident.
KNO

Minor among 3 injured in leopard
attack in Pulwama village

PULWAMA: A minor boy was among three persons were
injured after a leopard attacked them in Ladoo village of
Pampore in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district on Friday

Locals told the news agency that a leopard appeared in
orchards of the area today morning and attacked three
persons including a 4-year-old boy.

They said the injured were rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal, where from they were referred to SMHS Srinagar for
advanced treatment.

The injured have been identified as Shaheena Akhter
(40), Zahid Ahmad (04) and Zakir Hussian (45)—all resi-
dents of Ladoo. KNO

SSP Awantipora chairs crime,
security review meeting

SRINAGAR: In order to review the crime and security
scenario of Police District, Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Awantipora Mohd Yousif chaired a meeting with
SDPOs, SHOs and Incharge PPs of Police District at DPL
Awantipora.

The meeting was also attended by SP DAR Syed Fayaz
Ahmad. During the meeting, law and order scenario, follow
up of previous meetings and various security measures
were discussed for ensuring peace and stability in the dis-
trict, a police spokesman said in a statement issued to the
news agency.

Various aspects of policing including investigation of
cases, crime disposal, verifications, disposal of NDPS,
UAPA cases, inquest proceedings and other issues related
to accountable policing were also discussed.

‘While interacting with the officers, SSP Awantipora
reiterated the importance of strengthening the counter
insurgency and security grid of their respective areas,
besides taking stringent action against those involved in
anti-national activities and also to keep proper surveillance
on areas of concern.

The officers were urged to make all possible efforts to
fight against menace of drug abuse and work with dedica-
tion to prevent social crimes, the statement said.

SSP Awantipora emphasized upon the participating
officers to ensure quantitative and qualitative disposal of
under investigation criminal cases and to take stringent
action against those who are involved in illegal excavation
of soil, sand and minerals.

All officers were instructed to adopt a public-centric
approach and to ensure redressal of their grievances, the
statement said. KNO

No takers for art of hand

dyeing in Srinagar

SRINAGAR: Traditional hand dyeing which has a history
of 600 years is dying a slow death in Kashmir as none is
interested to take up the art.

Ashiq Hussian Posh (52), an artist from Naid Kadal
Rangar Masjid Srinagar told news agency that his family
has been associated with the art of dyeing for the last 100
years. He said they were dyeing silk and woollen yarn.

“We are earning our livelihood very well through this
trade. But new generation, including my children, are not
ready to take up this as their profession,” he said.

According to Posh, his son who completed masters has
refused to follow his father.

Tariq Ahmad Posh (40) another dyeing artist said that
after finishing graduation, he got a job opportunity in a
bank but he refused to join and started learning dyeing art.
“I am earning my livelihood decently,” he said.

Both Ashiq and Tariq said that if the new generation
will learn the art, they can earn a livelihood there too. “But
none is interested and we are worried it may die its own
death,” he added. KNO

People suffer in absence of BMO
G'bl, Tehsildar Tulla Mulla

GANDARBAL: The posts of the Block Medical Officer
(BMO) Ganderbal Block and Tehsildar Tulla Mulla have
been lying vacant since the retirement of the officers a few
months ago, with the result that the people are suffering to
get their grievances redressed.

“The chair of the Tehsildar Tulla Mulla is lying vacant
for the last six months. People are experiencing immense
difficulties in getting their issues resolved or in procuring
documents, certificates, or the matters related to revenue,
etc,” Shaukat Ahmed Butt, a local, told the news agency.

He said the department must fill the gap at the earliest so
that the common man does not suffer for long.

Similarly, Block Medical Officer Ganderbal Block retired
two months ago and there has been no replacement since.
“Both public and officials suffer due to the absence of a
BMO,” said an official.

He said the work in dozens of medical centres across the
district has been affected due to it.

Although the BMO Lar has been given an additional
charge of Gandarbal Block, the work is not going on
smoothly, said another official.

When contacted, a moderator of the health department,
Dr Mushtag Ahmed said the post of Block Medical Officer
Ganderbal will be filled in two to three days. KNO

People having complaints
about defunct street lights
can contact SMC on phone

SRINAGAR: The people from several areas here have com-
plained of the defunct street lights in their locality while
the corporation has asked people to contact the provided
‘mobile phone number in case of any complaint about the
non-operational street lights.

According to the data available with the news agency,
the SMC has installed over 70 thousand street lights across
74 wards of the City.

“A total of 70019 street lights have been installed by SMC
so far in the areas falling under the jurisdiction of the cor-
poration,” the data reads.

The corporators here have said the people having any
complaint about the defunct street lights should contact on
6006404919. “There is no need to visit the corporation office
to get the street lights repaired. The people can contact on
the phone number to register their complaint and the issue
would be resolved within the shortest possible time,” the
corporators said. KNO
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JAMMU, DECEMBER 02: Chief
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta
along with other administrative sec-

retaries today bid farewell to
Principal Secretary, Higher Education
Department  and  Information
Department at a function organized
here at Civil Secretariat.

Dr Mehta described Kansal as a
professional with kind heart who
proved his mettle during his 25 year
long service in Jammu and Kashmir.

He credited Kansal for handling job
of government spokesperson with
great ability due to which he became
a household name in the entire Union

Territory.

“Mr Kanasal had a great career in
J&K. He was an officer with strategic
thinking and was able to bring funda-
mental changes in the higher educa-
tion sector,” Dr Mehta said about the
outgoing Principal Secretary.

He also wished him good luck in
his future assignments and hoped
that will keep supporting J&K in any
manner.

Speaking on the occasion, Kansal
said that he has an emotional connec-
tion to J&K and has fond memories
with everyone here and is over-
whelmed by the affection he has
received.

NEWS

He said that he has received out of
way cooperation and support from
everyone, officers, staff and people
alike in J&K.

He added that as he is moving out
of J&K, he is hoping that he would
always be there to support whatever
way he can.

Recalling their service stint with
Rohit Kansal, several administrative
secretaries recollected the role he had
played during their initial period of
services in J&K.

They credited the success of flag-
ship programmes like Back to Village
and My Town My Pride to Rohit
Kansal.

JK Pollution Control Committee observes

National Pollutioﬂn Prve

JINEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, DECEMBER 02: Jammu and
Kashmir Pollution Control Committee
(JKPCC) today conducted one day pro-

National
Day  at

gram to commemorate
Pollution  Prevention
Convention Centre, Jammu.

The objective of the program was to
deliberate on various environmental
aspects besides discussing measures to
prevent pollution. The event was also
aimed at to have a common platform
for discussion among the regulators,
implementing agencies and waste gen-
erators including various associations
to understand the need of taking pre-
ventive measures by one and all to
save the planet.

Commissioner Secretary, Forest,
Ecology and Environment, Sanjeev
Verma, graced the occasion as chief
guest while Chairperson, JKPCC,
Neelu Gera was the guest of honour.

The Program started with inspection
of exhibition by the chief guest along
with dignitaries and all the partici-
pants from various departments and
organizations. Regional Director,
JKPCC, Sat Paul, briefed about the
objective of the sensitization work-
shop. Commissioner Secretary appre-
ciated the efforts of JKPCC for organiz-

[

ing such type of programs. He
impressed upon all participants to
work with commitment to ensure
awareness among general masses
regarding importance of taking small
steps at household level and at level of
departments and Industries to prevent
pollution at source level.

Commissioner Secretary ~further
stressed upon working out a strategy
for implementation of notification
issued by the Government of India for
ensuring ban on SUPs from st July.
He further informed that mock drills
should be regularly taken up by indus-
tries handling toxic chemical and gases
to ensure that any accident related
thereto may be effectively and timely
averted . Chairperson, JKPCC, Dr
Neelu Gera, in her address stressed
upon using environment friendly
products to reduce waste generation at
source. She added that replacement of
Single-Use Plastic Products (SUPPs) by
various available eco-friendly alterna-
tives and replacement of conventional
fuels like coal and wood (banned for
use in J&K by dhabas and eateries) by
sustainable and eco-friendly fuels like
dung logs and poultry manure bri-
quettes should be encouraged and pro-
moted

ntion Day

Member Secretary, JKPCC, K.
Ramesh Kumar, informed the gather-
ing that environmental pollution
specifically air pollution is a global
issue, being trans boundary in nature it
needs immediate and strategic interna-
tional and regional co-operation for
efficient implementation of mitigation
policies to tackle air pollution.

Former Additional Director and
Government  Analyst,  Central
Pollution Control Board MoEF and CC
Government of India, Dr Sanjeev
Agrawal, made a detailed presentation
over latest trends and innovations in
abatement of pollution in India.

President and CEO, SRC Systems
and  Reengineering  Consultants,
Hyderabad, Dr. K. R. Chari, talked
about circular economy with focus on
ensuring waste to wealth so as to man-
age specific types of waste in an effi-
cient manner alongwith revenue gen-
eration.

Head- Re Sustainability Limited,
Hyderabad, Bobby Kurien, discussed
various sustainable solutions to ensure
environment management while Dr. S.
B Matta, General Manager, Tata
Motors Smart City Mobility Solution
Limited gave an overview of electric
vehicles to ensure sustainability.

Vote of thanks was presented by
Neelu Sharma, Principal Scientific
Officer, JKPCC. The Program was also
attended by Professors from Jammu
University, SKUAST, SMVDU,
Officers from JMC, UEED, NRLM,
JKPCC, Functional Managers of 1&C
Department, ARTOs, Federation of
Industrial ~ Association,  Jammu
Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Dairy Farms Association and Poultry
Farms Association, Resident Welfare
Associations besides DISHA organiza-
tion and Indian Pollution Control
Association (PRO).

MD NHM presents National Quality Assurance

JINEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, DECEMBER 3: Mission
Director, NHM J&K, Ayushi Sudan,
today presented National Quality
Assurance Standard (NQAS) certifi-
cate to Dr Ila Gupta, Medical Officer
Incharge UPHC, Shastri Nagar,
Jammu, at State Health Society,
Nagrota, Jammu.

Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has accorded
National Certification under National
Quality ~ Assurance  Standards
(NQAS) Programme to UPHC Shastri
Nagar in recognition of high stan-
dards of quality in the hospital.

Slallllal'ﬂ Certificate to

Pertinently, the quality of services
being extended in the hospital has
been assessed by a team of highly
qualified and empanelled assessors
from the Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare in the month of
July, 2022. The National Certification
will be valid for a period of three
years subject to annual verification of
the scores by the State Quality
Assurance Committee.

UPHC Shastri Nagar shall receive
an additional annual grant of Rs.3.00
lakh as part of NQAS certification for
next three years under National
Health Mission for further strength-

ening, following which there will be
re-inspection.

Ayushi Sudan, while congratulat-
ing the staff of UPHC Shastri Nagar
for this achievement, urged upon all
Medical Colleges, District Hospitals
and CHCs of J&K to work hard for
implementation of NQAS for
improved patient care.

Elaborating on the achievement,
Mission Director, NHM said that the
certification has been accorded to
UPHC Shastri Nagar, Jammu, in
recognition of “high standards of
quality and performance maintained
by the hospital”.

He informed that all efforts are
being made to strengthen the health
care delivery system to the utmost
satisfaction of general public under
NHM. Others present on the occasion
were Rajini Charak, Director P&S,
Abhishek Talwaria, FA&CAO, NHM,
Dr Jitender Mehta, Programme
Manager,  Quality ~ Assurance
Programme, State Health Society,
NHM.
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CS bids farewell to Rohit Kansal  DDC Rajouri reviews performance of PMGSY

JINEWS SERVICE

RAJOURI, DECEMBER 02: Vikas
Kundal, District  Development
Commissioner Rajouri, today chaired a
meeting here to review the progress
achieved under the PMGSY sector in
the district.

During the meeting, the DDC took a
comprehensive stock of the physical
and financial achievements of PMGSY
schemes under Phase-I and Phase-II in
Rajouri and Budhal subdivisions

Taking stock of the progress in
Rajouri subdivision, the meeting was

informed that out of 195 schemes, the
work on 184 schemes was complete in
all respects while rest would be com-
pleted shortly.

Seeking the progress of the schemes
in Budhal subdivision, it was apprised
that out of 124 schemes, the work on
111 schemes was complete and the rest
are in progress.

Taking an extensive road-wise
review of all PMGSY projects, the DDC
directed the concerned authorities to
expedite the progress of work and
achieve the targets set by the

Terms Kansal as strategic thinker who had a great career in J&K 295 schemes completed across two subdivisions

Government within the given timeline.

Inquiring about the schemes
approved under PMGSY Phase-III, the
meeting was informed that 04 schemes
have been proposed for Budhal subdi-
vision and 08 for Rajouri subdivision
and all schemes are in the tendering
process.

Officers present in the meeting
included ACR, Imran Rashid Kataria;
ExEn PMGSY Rajouri, Subash
Chander; EXEn PMGSY Budhal, Imtiaz
Mir; AD Planning, Bansi Lal and other
concerned officers.

Department of Wildlife Protection J&K Government

Office of the Wildlife Warden Jambu Zoo Jammu
Manda Hills, Near Hotel Ashok Jammu.

Emdil: wlwjambuzoo@gmail.com

Corrigendum

With respect to the e-NIT No. 46/WLWJZ of 2022-23 dated: i.e. Balance
work of erection of chain link fencing at trail path of Jambu Zoo, due to
poor responge in receiving the bids (onme bid received), the bid
submission end date is hereby extended till 05-12-2022.

No. WLWJZ/ |4\
Dated: 30/11/2022

DIP/1-12435/22

Additional Wildlife Warden,
Jambu Zoo, Jammu.

-sd-

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL
HOSPITAL & CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION,

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE & HOSPITAL, JAMMU
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

MHDJ1/e-NIT 193 of 2022-23

0On behalf of the President of India, e-tenders in two cover system on turnkey basis are
invited from registered/reputed firms having sufficient relevant experience for the work

mentioned below:

(SHORT TERM)

Dated: 30.11.2022
due: 07.12.2022

(recovery
ward/ICU) of
GOVT. SMGS
HOSPITAL, JAMMU

THE NIT CONSISTING OF Qualifying INFORMATION, ELGIBILITY CRITERIA, BILL OF QUANT-ITIES (BOQ) SETS ]
OF TERMS & CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT & OTHER DETAILS CAN BE VIEWED / DOWNLOADED FROM THE

WEBSITE www.jktenders.gov.in.
DIP/1-12453/22

S. | Description of work Estt | AAA Earnest Cost of tender Time of | Eligibility
No I;‘:;;‘i’t document completion criterion of
| Bidder

1 | REPAIR/SERVICING | 1.85 ACCORDEDRs.3700.00 | Rs 200.00 in the 10 |OEM /Registered

OF AIR LACS n the Shape of | shape of Challan days & Reputed firms
CDR/FDR/TDR| through J&K Govt. having  suffident
CONDITIONING yalid for 12 Treasury Indlcating )
(Hot & Cold) months Treasury Voucher No. EXprilenceas el
UNITS OF ENT pledged to the| & date and also Annexure c
OT BLOOD BANK Executive indicating the name of Electromechanical
! Engineer MHCH | work duly credited to nature of work

GYANE OT AND Diva GHC | 0059-PWD
HALL and ward 6 ammu (Revenue) and

tressury challan /

portal.

OR
The bidder may
deposit tender fee
the shape of e-Chal

in the name of

MH&CH GMC&H
Jammu.

Bank Town Hall
Jammu

IFSC code:
JAKADTNHALL
MICR CODE:
180051025

MECHANICAL HOSPITAL & CENTRAL
HEATING DIVISION GMCH, JAMMU

upleading a copy of

recelpt on e-tendering

through Account no.
0097010100002163
Executive Engineer

Name of Bank: J&K

Branch Code:0097

in
llan

SD/-
(ER.LAKHWANT SINGH)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
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“Don't Dream to be something but Rather dream to do
Something great” - PM Narendra Modi
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BAN PRIVATE PRACTICE
OF DOCTORS

he Covid-19 pandemic that has swept the globe exposes ill-

preparedness of health infrastructure in Jammu and

Kashmir. The deaths of Coronavirus-affected patients due
to lack of infrastructure and non-availability also put a big question
mark on the preparedness of authorities at the helm of affairs. The
private practice of doctors, which is forbidden in most of the states
in India, also comes under the scanner in Jammu region as the doc-
tors were found in their private clinics during duty hours, that too,
amid Coronavirus pandemic. In the country, private practice of doc-
tors has been banned and forbidden in most of the state medical
institutions, all central government health institutions as well as
autonomous institutions including prestigious PGIMER and AIIMS.
The ban on private practice of doctors has always remained a major
issue of debate in the society. The recent circular of the health and
medical education department on banning private practice of doc-
tors reignited the debate. In the year 2011, two judges of Hon'ble
Supreme court of India comprising Justices Markandey Katju and
Gyan Sudha Misra quashed an FIR lodged against two Punjab gov-
ernment doctors for running a private clinic. The bench ruled that
the government doctors defying the ban on private practice and
charging consultation fee from patients in a clinic during spare time
could neither be accused of indulging in trade nor be booked under
the anti-corruption law. It could amount to breaching a government
order making them liable for departmental action. In yet another
judgement of 2016, three Judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of
India, Justice T.S Thakur while remanding the proceeding back to
the J&K State High Court, the Apex Court said, “apart from the
issue pertaining to the issue of private practice by doctors, there are
other and perhaps, more fundamental aspects, which would arise
from the Public Interest Litigation instituted before the High Court”,
adding, “the basic issue which requires to be addressed is the avail-
ability of infrastructure and facilities in Government hospitals
across the State of Jammu and Kashmir and the facilities for the
treatment of patients. We are of the view that the quality of medical
care in Government hospitals across the State of Jammu and
Kashmir is a matter which should receive attention and oversight in
the exercise of the jurisdiction under Article 226”. Similarly, the
Madras High court Justice S.M. Subramanian in 2019 while advocat-
ing strict ban on private practice by government doctors observed
“The skill acquired from and out of taxpayers’ money must be uti-
lized for the people at large and it is under these circumstances that
the government expects them to work in public hospitals at least for
specified period...” Unfortunately, there are no specific guidelines
pertaining to the issue of private practice by government doctors.
Also, there is a widespread perception that private practice has
affected healthcare services badly in government institutions.
Consultants and senior doctors always stay away from hospitals
while Registrars and Postgraduate medicos remain overburdened.
The government should strictly implement its guidelines banning
private practice of doctors.

OPINION
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The ICHR is not following the previous practice of imposing cooked-up historical narratives to suit the needs of the politi-
cal system. An earnest effort with the support and guidance of a large number of scholars countrywide is being made to
fill the gaps and draw attention to legacies and history that have been consciously, indeed by design, overlooked. We

stand committed to our resolve — if durbari historians, so be it.

RAGHUVENDRA TANWAR

columns (‘Constitution was a

product of freedom struggle’,
November 30), Neera Chandhoke is
no doubt right that “Durbari histori-
ans... twist the past. Historians who
serve power write of a past as if it
was taken out of a fairy tale.” The
problem, however, is that she over-
looks the fact that the building of
historical narratives to fit the
requirements of the political class in
power started more than five
decades ago.

The exercise of building a new
historical narrative that sought to
understate culture and spiritualism
from India’s past started in the 1970s
at the high-school level and was
enforced at all levels, including the
Union Public Service Commission
examinations. How biased and
motivated history teaching could be
can be ascertained from the text-
books that were prescribed for
Classes X to XII by the CBSE and
published by the NCERT in the
1970s and 1980s and even later.
Class XII textbook The Story of
Civilisation (1978) had a chapter,
‘India’s Struggle for Independence’.
There were nine photos in this chap-
ter. One leader figured in seven and
even Mahatma Gandhi found a
place in only two. There was no
place for anyone else. The Partition
of India, a monumental disaster of
our past, was discussed in 45 words.

Medieval India was a textbook for
CBSE's Classes XI and XII (1978).
While discussing the hugely impor-
tant issue of religious conversions of
medieval India, it noted: “On the
whole, conversions to Islam were
not effected with the strength of the
sword.” The book goes on to justify
the period of the Sultans as accept-
able and not oppressive. “The
absence of any organised resistance
from the peasantry” was a sign of
relative happiness.

This is what Guru Nanak has to
say of the times: “This age is like a
drawn sword, the kings are butch-
ers, goodness has taken wings and
flown.” The Guru was in Sayyidpur
(Gujranwala) when Babur invaded
the region in 1521. He writes: “Thou
has sent Yama disguised as the great
Mughal Babur. Terrible was the
slaughter. Did this not awaken pity
in thee, oh Lord...”

In her article published in these

Chandhoke brushes aside the
idea of this ancient land being seen
as a unified entity. What she clearly
misreads is that India has evolved
over millennia and is not a creation
of political wars or redrawing of
maps. To quote Sri Aurobindo:
“India, shut into a separate existence
by the Himalayas and the ocean, has
always been the home of a peculiar
people with characteristics of its
own.”

Coming to the issue of governing
practices of ancient India, the
Rigveda (VI) refers repeatedly to
sabha and samiti or a conclave of
people (BK Ghosh in The History
and Culture of the Indian People:
The Vedic Age, Vol I, general editor
RC Majumdar).

The last hymn of the Rigveda
notes: “Assemble, speak  together,
let your minds be of one accord, the
place is common, common the
assembly, common the mind, so be
their  thought united.” The
Atharvaveda (II1.4) stresses on con-
cord between the king and a body of
electors (VM Apte in The History
and Culture of the Indian People:
The Vedic Age, Vol I).

A sutra of Panini dealing with the
period from 600 BC to 400 BC refers
to the king as parishad bala, which
means a person whose strength lies
in the parishad.

In fact, in the Upanishads the
parishad is referred to as a gathering
of specialists. A prayer in the
Rigveda, invoked by the king,

states: “May the samiti and sabha,
the two daughters of Prajapati, con-
currently aid me.” The Vedic term
for law is Dharma. Dharma has been
the sheet anchor of civilisation in
India. To quote Justice Rama Jois:
“Dharma is that which sustains and
ensures progress of all in the world.
It is at this stage of the evolution of
human society in India when posi-
tive civil and criminal law, the law
laying down the powers, duties and
responsibility of the king was laid,
which marks the commencement of
its legal and constitutional history.”

Anyone familiar with the work-
ing of bodies such as the University
Grants Commission, Indian Council
of Social Science Research, Indian
Council of Historical Research
(ICHR), Indian Council of
Philosophical Research and many
others over the past some decades
would know how these bodies have
been controlled and dominated by a
particular  ideological  setup.
Academic spaces and chairs of
patronage no doubt have to be
vacated. This is where the con-
tention lies.

To suggest that Indians were
mobilised in large numbers against
the British just because of Nehru’s
egalitarianism and Gandhi'’s ethical
approach would do great injustice
to countless revolutionaries and
those who inspired them.

You have only to read the writ-
ings of Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
and Bal Gangadhar Tilak decades

earlier or even the oath of ‘Abhinav
Bharat' (1901). Do remember that
Anant Kanhere was just 17 when he
‘was hanged in 1909.

Western scholars and even our
own West-inspired ones commonly
dismiss our ancient texts such as
Ramayana and Mahabharata as
sophisticated poems adopted by
Indians as religious texts. The fact
remains that the ideas in such texts
have sustained this ancient land for
ages and fortunately find a place in
our modern democratic ethos.

1 started teaching history at the
age of 21 in 1977 and it was the old
school of conventional historians we
depended upon. But within a few

years, a new set of historians
emerged, leaving behind RC
Majumdar,  Jadunath  Sarkar,

Raghuvir Singh, DB Sen, RK
Mookerjee, Ishwari Prasad, Hari
Ram Gupta and so many others.
They were pushed aside not by
more deserving historians but by
design and ideological needs.

The ICHR is not following the
previous practice of imposing
cooked-up historical narratives to
suit the needs of the political system.
An earnest effort with the support
and guidance of a large number of
scholars countrywide is being made
to fill the gaps and draw attention to
legacies and history that have been
consciously, indeed by design, over-
looked. We stand committed to our
resolve — if durbari historians, so be
it.

A test of Indiass capacity to take criticism

VIVEK KATJU

provocative, for Nadav Lapid,

IT was extraordinary, certainly
who was described in a

It is not known if the foreign jury members were at all aware of the brutal violence suffered by the Pandits and viewed The Kashmir
Files keeping this in mind. Nadav Lapid and some other jury members may have the right to take positions on the ‘artistic merit’ of
the movie, for these assessments are subjective in nature. It is Lapid’s use of the word ‘propaganda’ which is objectionable.

November 27 statement of the Press
Information Bureau as an “Israeli

director, writer and Chairperson of the
International Competition Jury at the
53rd International Film Festival of
India”, to make scathing remarks on
the movie The Kashmir Files. He delib-
erately chose to contrast this movie
with the 14 others competing for the
Golden Peacock Award. He said these
movies “had the cinematic qualities
and evoked vivid discussions”.
However, on The Kashmir Files, Lapid
said all jury members were “shocked
and disturbed” by it. He added that the
jury felt that it was a “propaganda, vul-
gar movie, inappropriate for the artis-
tic competitive section of such a presti-
gious film festival”.

The jury consisted of an American,
two Frenchmen and an Indian connect-
ed with the movie world. The Indian,
Sudipto Sen, has clarified that Lapid’s
remarks were only his personal opin-
ion. No media reports have appeared,
as yet, of the responses of the other
three jury members to Lapid's com-
ments on The Kashmir Files.

Israel’s Ambassador to India Naor
Gilon, obviously aware that Lapid’s
views on the movie would outrage the
sentiments of a considerable section of

the Indian public, which was deeply
moved and influenced by The Kashmir
Files, has attempted damage control.
He has castigated Lapid. Gilon does
not want that Lapid’s remarks should
be taken as those of the Israeli authori-
ties and adversely impact India-Israel
ties. This is what experienced diplo-
mats are expected to do.

On his part, Lapid has stood by his
comments, but has expressed sorrow if
he has hurt anyones sentiments. He
has also clarified that he was con-
cerned only about the movie and not
the developments in Kashmir over the
decades. The real question is: what
should be the general Indian response
to Lapid’s views on The Kashmir Files?

In the first place, a distinction should
be made between the movie and the
actual event of the exodus of the
Kashmiri Pandits from the Valley in
1990. Members of the community were
subjected to vicious and unspeakable
acts of violence by terrorists and the
Kashmir’s mainstream politicians and
the Valley’s influential members of the
majority community did not stand up
against the terrorists. This cannot be
denied. That some ordinary Kashmiri
Muslims, who had lived as neighbours

of the Pandits, also did not seek to, at a
minimum, restrain the terrorists is also
not untrue. Indeed, in the situation,
which then prevailed, most Pandits
had no alternative but to leave their

hearth and home. They became
refugees in their own country. These
developments are a black chapter in
the history of Independent India.

No one has the right to call these
events untrue. These happened and
almost an entire community was
uprooted and their wounds will not

easily heal even if many Kashmiri
Pandits, with their scholarly traditions
and resilience, have moved on with
their lives in the rest of India or, in
some cases, abroad. But a sizeable
number of families continue to suffer
and need state support and the ruling
dispensation is making efforts in this
direction. However, targeted individ-
ual killings, including of the Pandits,
continue because of which the commu-
nity in the Valley remains fearful.

It is not known if the foreign jury
members were at all aware of the bru-
tal violence suffered by the Pandits and
viewed The Kashmir Files keeping this
in mind. Lapid and some of the other
jury members may have the right to
take positions on the “artistic merit’ of
the movie; they may even find it ‘vul-
gar’, for these assessments are subjec-
tive in nature. It is Lapid’s use of the
word ‘propaganda’ in the context of
The Kashmir Files, which is unaccept-
able. This is because it connotes that
crimes against the Pandits either did
not take place or downgrades them. He
should have been aware that they did
and there was an exodus of the
Pandits.

Besides, the substance of the com-

ments Lapid used at the closing cere-
mony to single out The Kashmir Files
showed a lack of finesse. Lapid said, “I
feel totally comfortable to share openly
these feelings with you on this stage. In
the spirit of this festival, (we) can sure-
ly accept a critical discussion, which is
essential for art and life.” Indeed, criti-
cal discussions on any subject are a
part of the intellectual and philosophi-
cal tradition of India since ancient
times. But there is a time and place and
manner in which such discussions
should take place and a closing
address is hardly the occasion for pass-
ing judgement on a particular film,
whatever Lapid may have felt about it.
The to Lapid’s c on

of defending a movie even if it had
been ‘promoted’ in some BJP-ruled
states. Besides, the fact remains that the
selection of the jury is essentially made
by the government machinery itself.
Hence, even if Lapid’s comments on
The Kashmir Files caused embarrass-
ment, the government could do little
itself. It would have taken comfort
though in the Israeli envoy’s criticism
of Lapid’s remarks, but the damage
done by Lapid on the perceptions of
many abroad will remain.

The government, internally, would
have not been amused by Lapid’s com-
ments. It will be interesting to observe
the measures that will be undertaken
to vet bers of juries in the future.

The Kashmir Files have been on pre-
dictable lines. Some members of the
‘ecosystem’, who had lauded the
movie, have lashed out at Lapid. Those
who are opposed to the ruling dispen-
sation have found an opportunity to
point fingers at the movie’s supporters.

While artistes and some members of
political parties have spoken on
Lapid’s comments, the government, on
its part, has, till now, not reacted. This
is the correct approach, for the Indian
Government cannot be in the business

Naturally, these processes will be inter-
nal, but their results will show through
the choices made. The real point in all
this is India’s capacity to take criticism
as part of its democratic values. These
values also demand that reason and
not invective should be the basis of dis-
cussions. Naturally, malicious, scur-
rilous and motivated remarks are espe-
cially to be avoided. The problem is
that at a time when everyone wears
nationalism on his sleeve, the space for
reason and logic has diminished.



JINDRAH IMAGES

NEWS

understanding and predictions
so far.”
Then how is she able to give

Yami Gautam: Haven't felt
nervous even with films
which didn't do well, | knew
the result heforehand

ami Gautam'’s next film,
Lost, found itself getting

a hearty response at it's

explain that it has happened
with films in the past, where she
tried to save them. She says,

Asian premiere, which took place
at the 53rd International Film
Festival of India (IFFI). Talking to
us after it ended, she gushes,
“Actually, I was not nervous, I
am quite excited by the response
we got. You do get nervous, but
not when you are prepared with
what’s going to come, amnd you
are reasonable with your under-
standing of how the film has
shaped up. I don’t think I have
felt nervous even with the ones

her 100 percent on a film set, if
she already has a feeling of it not
doing well upon it's release?
Gautam smiles and replies, “You
still have to give your 100 per-
cent. You still chose to be a part
of that film, you are still on that
set. I don’t think you can ever
cheat that, unless it’s such a bad
experience in terms of behaviour,
or something which is beyond
your dignity. Until it reaches that
point, you have to give your

“You still try to reason out with
the director, and salvage, what
can be worked out. I am one of
those people who won't leave till
the end.

What can be done, is there
anything? Let's sit post pack-up
and see if we can tweak the per-
formance. I have done that with
two-three films of mine, and yes
they didn’t turn out to be the
way I wanted. But I was pre-
pared. In terms of my work, you

which have not done well,

because I know the result. I have
mostly been correct with my

best, and do justice to the best of
your ability.”
The 33-year-old goes on to

can’t say I was bad, because I
think I did justice to myself and
my sensibility.”

Neliima Azeem Talks About Her Roller-Goaster Lite', Says Son

eteran  dancer-actress
Neliima Azeem turns
63, and still is coming

up with new ideas and passions.
She is setting up a Kathak school
dedicated to Kathak exponent
Pandit Birju Maharaj, and has
also wrapped up a film.

Reflecting on her life journey
with lots of “halts and turns”,
she told Indian Express that her
parents gave her the much need-
ed cushioning, which helped her
to continue her work and fend
for her children, despite failed
marriages with actor Pankaj
Kapur, Rajesh Khatter and vocal-
ist Raza Ali Khan.

“Though my marriages broke
up, my parents were so amazing
and so supportive that there
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and breakdowns, that it’s been a
roller-coaster ride, but by the
end of the day I'd say that I've
had a very enriched life.”
Talking about her son Shahid
Kapoor, she quipped, “I had a lot
happening at a very early age. T
had a beautiful career in dance
and in theatre, and then I mar-
ried young and became a mother
at a young age.

1 was just stepping out of girl-
hood and it was the most beauti-
ful phase, when Shahid came.”
Last but not the least, she praised
her parents and my family,
largely her children, and signed

wouldn’t be a better cushion for
me to recover. I went back to
dancing and Shahid (son, actor
Shahid Kapoor) was always with

me wherever I went,” she said,
adding, “Despite having gone
through difficult phases, I've
seen huge challenges, breakups

off by saying, “today my child’s
children, my grandchildren
make such a beautiful part of my
life.”

The Lord Of The
Rings: The Rings Of
Dower' Cet Seven
New Cast Members
For Season 2

even new actors
Sincluding names such

as Gabriel
Akuwudike, Yasen Atour
and Ben Daniels have
joined the existing cast of
the series in recurring roles
for its forthcoming second
season, currently in pro-
duction in the UK.

"Since its premiere,The
Lord of the Rings: The
Rings of Power has been
bringing audiences togeth-
er to experience the magic
and wonder of J.R.R.
Tolkien's magnificent
Middle-earth. To date, sea-
son one is the top Original
series for Prime Video in
every region and has been
viewed by over 100 million

people worldwide, a truly

Suniel Shetty Denies Being Insecure Of Akshay Kumar's
success: 1 Wasn't Probably Focussed When 1 Was Working

uniel Shetty and Akshay Kumar start-
Sed their Bollywood journeys around
the same time. They even starred in
multiple movies together including ‘Mohra’,
‘Dhadkan’, ‘Hera Pheri’ and more. But it
would not be wrong to say that their career
graphs haven't been the same. While Akshay
is now the highest-earning, busiest actor in
Bollywood, Suniel has been comfortable
When asked if he’s
ever felt insecure seeing Akshay's success,
Suniel said that he doesn’t take such things
to heart. "Not at all because I don't take pres-

about his film choices.

1 feel probably they would

doing in my life. I am somex
been very comfortable in h
success? The film spoke for

tional choices," he told Boll:

ly for movies but for stay

sure. I have a world of mine so beautiful that

on. I don't know. I am happy when it comes
to a lot of things that I have done and am

took the blame for it. Wrong choices, emo-

He added, "I'm not insecure. Akshay
inspires me, Ajay inspires me. Not necessari-

you could achieve anything.

have missed out

larger than life.
one who's always
is own space. My
r itself. Failure? T

ywood Life.

ing focussed and
Vivek Oberoi.

I wasn't probably focussed when I was
working. Probably I didn't pay heed to the
scripts that I was hearing or I believed I was

That's a mistake. But if that can rub off on
my children. Ahan (Shetty, his son) is sitting
back, thinking that for his second film he will
deliver at the right time.”

Suniel likes to look more at a 'glass half full
situation', especially ‘when a 100 million peo-
ple haven't been able to make it'.

Suniel was last seen in ‘Dharavi’ Bank with

global hit that speaks to the
universal nature of power-
ful storytelling. We wel-
come these wonderful
actors to our 'fellowship'
and look forward to telling
more incredible Second
Age stories in season
two,"said Vernon Sanders,
Head of Global Television,
Amazon Studios.

The cast members are
Gabriel Akuwudike, Yasen
Atour, Ben Daniels, Amelia
Kenworthy, Nia Towle,
and Nicholas Woodeson.
The role of Orc leader
"Adar" has been recast for
season two, and will be
played by Sam Hazeldine.

Veteran Odia Film Actress Jharana Das Dies At {7

eteran  Odia film actress
‘ /‘ Jharana Das died at her resi-

dence here, family sources said

on Friday. She was 77.

Das, a winner of the state govern-
ment’s prestigious 'Jaydev Puraskar' for
her lifetime contribution to Odia film

industry, was suffering from

night, the family sources said.

President Droupadi Murmu, Odisha

Chief Minister Naveen Patn:
Union Education Minister Dhai
Pradhan condoled the death of

related aliment. She died on Thursday

old age-

aik and
rmendra
Das.

"Saddened to know about the demise
of legendary Odia actress Jharana Das.
She will always be remembered for her
outstanding contribution to Odia film
industry. My deepest condolences to the
family and her admirers," the president
tweeted. Patnaik announced that the last

rites of Das will be performed with full
state honours.

"Her impactful performance on stage
and film will always be remembered.
May her soul rest in peace and my con-
dolence to the bereaved family," Patnaik
said in a statement.
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Alia Bhatt To Deepika Padulkone To
Janhvi Kapoor - Actresses Who Can't
Wait To Work With Jr NTR

an of the masses Jr NTR commands a
Mhuge fandom not only among the public
but also among the Indian film industry,
particularly the women of Bollywood who openly state
that they would love to collaborate with him. He has
become an even bigger star after the massive pan-India
success of ‘RRR’. With his exceptional acting abilities,
on-screen ferocity, and heartfelt kindness nature, the
actor is widely adored and has a devoted global fan
base. Here are a few names from the top female actors
who would love to share screen space with man of the
masses Jr NTR:
Alia Bhatt
Alia Bhatt, who shared pivotal scenes with Jr NTR in
the magnum opus 'RRR, confessed her willingness to
work with Jr NTR again because she thinks that he is
supremely talented and fabulous. Additionally, she also
adores the fact that even though he is such a big star yet
has such a down-to-earth and grounded nature.
Deepika Padukone
Deepika Padukone admitted she is "obsessed" with Jr
NTR in an interview, and she thinks he has an incredi-
ble personality with commendable acting skills.
Janhvi Kapoor
Janhvi Kapoor has often drawn attention to the fact
that she never holds back when expressing her desire to
collaborate with her favourite Jr NTR whose work she
admires and adores greatly.
Jr NTR, often known as the man of the masses, is one
of the most adored and highly regarded actors in the
Indian film industry.

Shah Rukh Khan Reveals
Meaning Of *Dunki’, Says
1t°s A Story Of People Who
Want To Come Back Home

hah Rukh Khan, who was honoured at the sec-

Scnd edition of the Red Sea International Film

Festival, opened up on his upcoming Rajkumar
Hirani film ‘Dunki’ for the first time.

Explaining the meaning of ‘Dunki’, SRK said that the
film would be called “Donkey’ in English. Speaking to
Deadline, he said, “In English, my film would be called
Donkey, it is Donkey. But the way a part of the country
pronounces donkey in India, it is ‘dunki’. The Punjabis
say it (donkey) like dunki... How much to tell you
about the story? It is a film directed by one of the most
brilliant filmmakers we have had in our country, Mr
Raju Hirani. It is written by a very fantastic writer,
Abhijat Joshi.”

He further added that it is “a story of people who
want to come back home... when you finally get the
calling.” It is touted that the film will highlight the ram-
pant use of an illegal backdoor route called ‘Donkey
Flight” that Indians undertake to migrate to countries
like Canada and the USA.

He added, “It is a comic film. His (Rajkumar Hirani)
films are always a mix of comedy and a lot of emotions,
and about the country. So, it is a big journey film, and it
goes through different areas around the world and
finally comes back home to India.”

‘Dunki’ also stars Taapsee Pannu in a pivotal role. It
is scheduled for a December 2023 release.

Coming to SRK’s lineup of work, apart from ‘Dunki’,
he also has ‘Pathaan” with Deepika Padukone and John
Abraham, and Atlee’s ‘Jawan’ too.

Vicky Kaushal reveals Katrina Kaif gives
'very specific feedback' on his dancing,
calls her 'spectacular’ dancer

ICKY KAUSHAL, who will
‘; soon be seen in Govinda
Naam Mera, revealed that
Katrina Kaif gives him ‘specific
feedback’, when it comes to danc-
ing. In a new interview, Vicky said
Katrina guides him after he shows
her his rehearsal videos. Katrina
and Vicky married last year, and
will be celebrating their first
anniversary on December 9.
Vicky also called Katrina a ‘spectac-
ular dancer’ and added she has ‘a
lot of knowledge about dancing’ in

films. Vicky Kaushal said that
Katrina has always given him a lot
of input, when it comes to dancing.
The actor was seen giving an elec-
trifying dance performance in the
recently-released song Bijli from
Govinda Naam Mera.

In an interview with indianex-
com, Vicky was asked if he
usses his 